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* TO THE 
READER. 
= TE HE general good Reception 


fg which Mr Chandler's Editi- 
Ay on of the Hiſtory and Pro- 
8! ceedings of the Houſe of 
& { CoMmons, from the Reſtora- 
tion to the Diſſolution of the 
laſt Parliament, have met with from the 
Publick, under the Patronage of his Royal 
Highneſs the PRINCE, inauc'd me to publiſh 
| the Hiſtory and Proceedings of the Houſe 
of Loxps during the ſame Period. 
Of that Wark the following is @ Con- 
tinuation, in which not only al ſuch Par- 
ticulars, as have already appeard in 
Print, are rang in their proper Order, 
but a great Variety of Matters occur hi- 
therto conceal'd from Publick Notice. 
Throughout the whole Work the utmo 
Impartiality is obſerv'd ; and where diffe- 
OL. VIII. a rent 


4 


ii The BOOKSELLER ö. 
rent Accounts have been given of the ſame 
Debate, ſuch Speeches only are retamd, 
_ as, upon the ſiritteſt Examination appear d 
to be genuine. ER, 

But as Envy is the conſtant Attendant 
of public Approbation, it is the leſs / ur- 
priſing to find that certain Bookſellers have | 
talen uncommon Pains to 2 uade the 
Public, that my Edition of the Hiſtory and 
Proceedings of the Houſe of Loks, 1s only 
a Copy of an imperfett Iriſh Collection of 

Debates, lately reprinted by one Torbuck. Wl 
T put this Matter therefore beyond Wl 
Controverſy, I beg Leave to offer the fol- 
lowing Particulars : This I do with the ili 
over Confidence, in regard the Faits al. 

edg d are imconteſtibly true, and will bs 
fully juſtified by the Experience of every 

Gentleman who gives himſelf the Trouble 
to make the Compariſon. W 

My Edition begins Eight Years before 
his, with an Hiſtorical Account of the ſe- 
veral Steps introductory to the Reſtora- 
tion: The State of the Peerage upon King 
Charles the Second's being reſtored to the 
Crown, with the Progreſſive Alterations 
therein, by Extinitions, new Creations, 
or Advancement in Peerage ; together 
with the Speeches, Debates, and all the 
Proteſts in every Seffion ; Illuſtrated with 
Hiſtorical Notes, and connetted with a 
brief Hiſtory of the Times. "EM 

Allo an Account of Promotions, Reſig- 
nations, or Removals of the ſeveral Peers: 

Exatt 


T0 che READER, ii 
Exaf Indexes of the Names of the ſeve- 
ral Lords Speakers and Lords Proteſters 
| during the Courſe of oy Volume, by 
which may be ſeen at one View, whether 
any particular Peer has at any Time en- 
ter'd his Proteſt, as alſo when, where, 
and upon what Occaſion. © FE 
Add to this, that when any Lord ap- 
pears in a new Character, as for Inſtance 
he late Duke of Buckingham, [Sheffield] 
in the Reign of King Charles II. ſpeaks by 
be Title of Earl of Mulgrave ; in that 
King William as Marqueſs of Norman- 
by, aud in that of Qucen Anne as Duke 
we of DUCK ee the Reader will find 
2 Foot Note, ſpecifying the Time of each 
| Advancement. For the ſame Reaſon the 
Family-Name of each Biſhop is added by 
Way of Explication in the Index, with an 
Account of his reſpetfrve Tranſlation. 
Without ſuch Helps as theſe it is * 
to have a e Idea of Perſons 
throughout ſo long a Period of Tears, un- 
teſs it can be ſuppos'd that every Man car- 
ries in his Head a Chronological Table of 
Preferments, 3 | 
Torbuck's Edition opens abruptly with 
a Speech of the Duke of Buckingham's, at 
a Conference between the two Houſes, con- 
cerning the Diſpute between the Eaſt-India 
Company and one Mr Skinner, Anno 1668, 
but gives no Account of the Beginning or 
End of the ſaid Diſpute ; or 6 any other 
Affairs tranſacted iu either Houſe till the 
1744 a2 Tear 
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ir The BOOKSELLER 
Tear 1671, where he lugs in the Speech of | 


the Lord Lucas, on the prodigal Grants of 
the Houſe of Commons, but without the 
leaſt Explanation of the | ſaid Grants 
which gave Riſe to it. . 

O the Twelfth Seſſion of the ſame Par- 
lament he makes not the leaſt Mention; of 
the King's Speech at the Beginning of the 
Fifth Seſſion, he gives but one Paragraph ; 
and the Lord 7 gh Finch's Speech he 
barely mentions and no more. 3 


The Debates of the Tear 167 e 


by Mr Andrew Marvell, Member for King- 
ſton upon Hull, he hath not one Sable of. Bl 


Of the whole Parliamentary Proceed 


inge of the Reign of King James II. as well 


Lords as Commons, he 1s totally ſilent. 
Of all the intereſting Particulars relat- 
ing to the Revolution, he gives his Read- 
ers only the Debate on the Word Abdicate, 
and the two Declarations of Rights of 
England and Scotland. | 
he Journale of both Houſes neither he, 
nor the Iriſh Editor he ſervilely copies, 
ever conſulted : And that his whole Col- 
lection rather conſiſis of Scrcps and Frag- 
ments, without Order, Connexion, or Per- 
ſpicuity, and is rather to be called a Chaos 


than a Hiſtory, the ſlighteſt Examination 
' 2 is ſufficient to 


of any one of his 

Lee F 
Ou the contrary, 
Both Mr Chandler's Hiffory a Pro- 
ceedmgs of the COMMONS, and mine of the 
Lokps, 


1 


RR Sn 


X DH 


moſt remarkable Period the Reſtoration ; 
aud both are . 275 to 
the End of the Firſt Seſſion of the ent 
ple puts ; in each of theſe Wi Ls the 
fournals of both Houſes have been con- 
ulted, and many very remarkable Parti- 
culars have been inſerted which never 
were in Print before. 8 

= Many obſcure Paſſages are illuſtrated 
= with curious hiſtorical and critical Notes, 


c/2r ations. of War, Treaties of Peace, &c. 
arce any of which are to be found in the 
8 Iriſh Collection; and Mr Torbuck has 
been extremely careful not to' render that 
Eaition Waſte-Paper, by making any Im- 
provements in his own. 


the General Plan of the Work, I ſball pro- 
ceed to obſerve, that my Collection not only 
contains every Thing to be met with in 
Torbuck's Edition, but alſs a great Num- 
ber of Speeches, Proteſts, &c. amounting 
to above 1600 Particulars entirely omit- 
ted in his. Nor has the Iriſh Compiler 
been leſs negligent with Regard to the 
Commons, for it appears by the Aſteriſms 
bref d to the Contents of the firſt five 
Volumes of Mr Chandler's Hiſtory, that 
between 1660 and 1714, there are no leſs 
than 1200 Particulars omitted: And in 


| Logps, 4s before hinted, begin from that 


cs likewiſe with many State-Papers, ſuch 
„ Proclamations, Orders of Council, De- 


Having ſaid thus much with regard to 
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vi Omiſſons in the Lords, 
the ſeven laſt Volumes from 1714 to 1742, 
the Omi ſſions are equally proportionable. 
T hope therefore I ſhall not be accuſed of 
Vanity in aſſerting, that my Edition of the 
Hiſtory and Proceedings of the Houſe of 
- Loxps, and Mr Chandler's Edition of the 
Commons, 1s the only compleat Collection 
f DeBares in both Houſes of Parliament 
from the Reſtoration. 8 ht 
The Pe Particulars inſerted in 
my Two firſt Volumes ONLY, are mtirely 
omitted in the Triſh Collection reprinted by 
Torbuck, and may ſerve as a ſmall Spe- 
cimen of what may be expetted from the 
Whole of that boaſted Performance. 


c ONC K's Letter to the Gentlemen of Devon, 
C His Speech to the Members at Whitehall. His 
Declaration. The King's Letter to the Houſe of 
© Peers Votes thereon. King's Speech to the Lords, 
© relating to the Act of Oblivion. A Summary of the 
Proceedings relating to the ſaid Act. And of the Act 
» itſelf. Lord Chancellor's Speech. | 
© Second Seſſion of the Convention Parliament. Pro- 

< teſt on a Bill to vacate certain Fines. | 
»The Firſt Seffion of the Second Parliament of 
King Charles II. Lord Chancellor's Speech. Liſt of 
the Houſe of Lords. Precedencies of the Lords in 
Parliament. A Bill to make void Fines levied by 
© Sir Edward Powel!, paſſed. Proteſt thereon. | 
The Second Seſſion. The Lord Chancellor's Ac- 
© count of certain Plots. The Uniformity and Militia 
< Bill brought in. Some Account of the faid Bills; 
© and of the Hearth-Money, and Corporation-Bills -; 
< as likewiſe that for reverſing the Earl of Strafford's 
< Attainder. The remarkable Caſe of the diſtreſſed 
© Cavaliers, agreed to. Proteſt thereon. Bill to 
< reſtore the Earl of Derby to certain Eſtates, paſſed. 
* Proteſt thereon. Bill for diſuniting certain * 
from 
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in Torbuck's Debates. vu 
© from the County of the City of Glauceſter; and Pro- 
© teſt thereon. A Proviſo to reſerve the King's Right 
« touching the diſpoſing of 6000 /. amongſt indigent 
© Officers, rejected; and Proteſt thereon. Report of a 
| © free Conference on a Bill for mending the Highways. 
© Proteſt thereon. | „ 
Third Seſſion of the Second Parliament. Articles 
preferred againſt the Earl of Clarendon by the Earl of 
| © Briſlol, Orders thereon. Opinion of the Judges. 
© Lord Chief Juſtice Fyer's Account of the Debates, 
c. which. followed. Votes upon the Queſtion. A 
© Note upon the Caſe by the ſaid Lord Chief Juſtice. 
A Bill for the Encouragement of Trade, paſſed. A 
== <- Clauſe to a Bill for Relief of ſuch as were diſ- 
= < abled from ſubſcribing to the Declaration in the Act 
of Conformityzagreed to. Proteſt thereon. | 
Fourth Seſſion of the Second Parliament. The 
Earl of Briſtiols Speech in the Houfe of Commons. 
Proteſt occafioned by the Caſe of Roberts, c. | 
5 Fifth Seſſion of the Second Parliament. Account 
'© of the Act for taxing the Clergy in Parliament. | 
Sixth Seſſion of the Second Parliament. Account 
© of the famous Five Mile Act. | 
Seventh Seſſion of the Second Parliament. Notice 
taken of certain Quarrels, while the Houſe was 
c fitting. Bill for importing 41/5 Cattle; and Proteſt 
© thereon. Bill to determine Differences touching 
* Houſes deſtroyed by the Fire of London. Proteſt - 
© thereon. Manner of proceeding on the Lord Viſcount 
* Mordaunt's Impeachment ; and Proteſt thereon. A 
© free Conference with the Commons refuſed ; and Pro- 
e teſt thereon. Bill for rebuilding London; and Proteſt 
thereon. Another Proteſt relating to the Impeach- 
ment of the Lord Viſcount Mordaunt. Proceedings 
relating to the taking of the publick Accounts, 
An intermediate Seſſion. The Treaty of Breda, 
Account of the Diſgrace of Lord Clarendon. 
« Eighth Seſſion of the Second Parliament. Lord Cla- 
renden impeach'd. A Meſſage to the Commons. A 
© Conference. Lords refuſe to commit the Earl. The 
© ſaid Earl's Petition. A Bill to baniſh the ſaid Earl. 
* The Lords Concurrence defired to a Vote of the 
* Commons for apprehending him by Proclamation. 
„% * Reaſons 


Q aA _ AQ 


La 


vi Omilſſions in the Lords, 
© Reaſons for not agreeing to it. Proteſt on the Caſe 
© of the ſaid Earl. Another. A Third. A Fourth; 
© Ninth Seffion of the Second Parliament. Cauſe 
© of Grenville and Ekves-voted properly before the 
© Houſe. Pitt and others, Petitioners againſt Pelham 
© and others, voted Relief; and Proteſt thereon. Petiti- 
© on of one Cufact, and Proteſt thereon. Declaration 
* of War with Holland. ET: 
King's Speech to the Lords. An Addreſs of 
© Thanks, and his Majeſty's Anſwer. Lord Brifta!'s li 
© Speech on the Tet Act. An Account of the faid 
Act. Two Speeches of Lord Chancellor Shaftzfury, 
© The Manner of taking the Seals from him. E 
© Articles of Peace with the Dutch. Proclamation 
< againſt ſuch as report the King intended to diffolve the 
© Parliament. Lord Arlington's Voyage to Holland, 
© and it's Effects. | 5 a 
© Proteft on the Vote of Thanks for his Majeſty's 
© Speech. Proteſt on the Meſſage from the Commons 
relating to the Caſe of Shirley, and Fagg. Proteſt on 
© the Caſe of Barret and Lord Loftus. Conference de- 
© fired in the Caſe of Mr. Onflow. Proteſt thereon, 
< Conference between the King and Sir William Temple, 
on reconciling the Lords Danby and Arlington. | 
© Remarkables in the Interval betwen the Seffions. 

© Repreſentation of the Lords of Trade. Dr. Cary im- 
< priſon'd and fin'd. Addreſs againſt one Aaron Smith. 
Three Bills ſent to the Commons. Proteſt on that 
© for ſecuring the Proteſtant Religion. Conference be- 
© tween the King, Duke, and Sir V. Temple. Another 
© between the King, and the Prince of Orange. Order 
* againſt Mr. MarvePs Growth of Popery, &c. Two 
* Adjournments and a Prorogation. Remarkables be- 

< tween the Sefſions.. | 4 

Claim to the Title of Viſcount Purbeck ; and Pro- 

© teſt thereon. Another Proteſt thereon. Petition to 
© the King touching the Claim to the Title of Viſ- 
count Purbeck, agreed to. Proteſt thereon. * | 
« Account of the Popiſh Plot. Lords Addreſs there- 

© on. Coleman's Examination. Titus Oates vindicates 
the Duke of York. A Conference between the two 
* Houſes relating jo the iſſuing certain Commiſſions. 
Noble Bebayiour of the Saniſi Ambaſſador. Debate - 
| 5 . the 


in Torbuck's Debates. ix 
< the Teſt againſt Popery. Quarrel between the Lords 
« Pembroke and Dorſet. Miſunderſtanding between the 
Marquis of Minton and Earl of Clarendon. King re- 
"© fuſes to paſs the Militia Bill. A remarkable Hint gi- 
© yen to the Houſe by the Duke of Norfoll, A Me- 
s morial to his Grace's Honour entered in the Jour- 
© nals. Lord Audly takes his Leave of the Houſe. Ad- 
« dreſs in his Favour. An Irregularity in Lord Nur 
© Zor's taking the Oaths complained of. Order thereon, 
Other Complaints of the like Nature. A Conference 
on the Forces in Flanders. Proteſt on the Bill to diſ- 
arm Papiſts. Remarkables in the Interval between 
the Seſſions. | 3 
Lord Dany withdraws. Proteſt on the Bill to diſ- 
able his Lordſhip. Farther Proceedings againſt his 
Lordſhip. Scheme of a new Privy Council. His 
Majeſty's Declaration in Council thereon. A Liſt of 
the ſaid Council. Farther Proceedings on the Earl of 
Danby's Caſe. Bill for freeing the City of London of 
Papiſts, paſſed. Proteſt thereon. Earl of Danby's 
Plea. Conference with the Commons on appointing 
a High Steward ; and Proteſt thereon. Proceedings 
of the new Privy Council. | oz Fd 
© Proceedings and Diſſolution of the new Council. 
Bill of Excluſion carried up to the Lords. Proteſt 
thereon. Debate on the State of the Nation! Pier- 
s Petition for the Earldom of Northumberland. Pro- 
teſt thereon. Vote concerning the Plot. Alterati- 
ons at Court. | EN 
« Fitzharris impeached. Some Account of the ſaid 
Fitzharris. Parliament diflolved. Death of King 


T | 
Charles II. King James's firſt Speech in Council, 
0 


He goes publickly to Maſs, and continues the Reve- 
© nues by Proclamation. | i | 


© The ony Parliament held in the Reign of King James 


* 

| Twenty Lords introduc'd in one Day. Proceed- 
e-ing in the Caſe of the Popiſh Lords; Proteſt there- 
es on. Caſe of Mrs. Harvey; Proteſt thereon. Bill 


o to reverſe Lord Stafferd's Attainder ; Proteſt thereon. 
s. Lords vote to ſtand by the King, and his Majeſty's 
on | e 


| 
f 


x Omiſſious of the Lords, .) 
© Anſwer. Tragical Fate of the Earl of Argyle, 
© Duke of Monmouth's Landing and Declaration. 
The Second and Laſt Seſſion of the only Parlia- 
ment held in the Reign of King James II. Debate 
on the Addreſs of Thanks. King's Anſwer. Petition 
of the Lord Delamere. Addreſs thereon; and King's 
Anſwer. Lord Chancellor Feffrey's Account of the 
Proceedings againſt the ſaid Lord. Earl of Stamford's 
Petition. Orders thereon. He pleads the general 
Pardon. Proclamation relating to an univerſal Li- 
berty of Conſcience, &c. Prince of Orange's firſt De- 
claration. An additional Declaration. A ſpurious 
Declaration. King's Declaration. Petition of ſeveral 
Lords to his Majeſty. His Majeſty's Anſwer. Lord 
Devonſhire's. Paper. Nottingham Paper. Proclamation 
for a general Pardon. Kings Propoſals to the Prince, 
and his Highneſs's Anſwer. King diſbands his Ar- 
my. Meeting of the Peers at Guild-Flall. Their De- 
claration. Addreſs of the City of Landon to the 
Prince. The Lords meet his Highneſs at Sz. James's. 
His Highneſs's Speech. The Lords Vote of Thanks. 
The King's Papers left behind him on his eſcaping to 
France. The Peers aſſemble at Veſtminſter. 
A Form of Prayer ordered. King James's Letter 
to the Lords of the Council. Another Letter to the 
Lords and Commons; rejected by the laſt, and drop'd 
by the firſt. Debate occaſioned by the Commons 
Vote of Vacancy Farther Debate on the Commons 
Vote. Debate on the Words Abaicated and Deſerted, 
Forty Lords proteſt againſt the Vote, that the Throne 
was not vacant. Tumultuous Petition ſet on Foot, 
and diſcouraged by the Prince. Lord Mayor of 
London's Order thereon. Order of the Lords with 
reſpect to the King's Birth-Day. A Lift of the Privy 
Council. Promotions. Earl of Sunderland's Letter in 
Juſtification of his own Conduct. Earl of Avtting- 
ham moves for a Bill of Comprehenſion, and receives 
the Thanks of the Houſe. Inquiry into the Death of the 
Earl of £//ex. A Meſſage from the King, relating to his 
ſecuring certain fuſpected Perſons. Addreſs thereon. 
King James's Expedition to freland communicated 
by Meſſage, Several Lords decline taking the Oaths. 
King's Specech in Favour of Diſſenters. Bill brought 
ein 
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in Torbuck's Debates. xi 
< in to abrogate the former Oaths. - Rejected. Proteſt 

< thereon. His Majeſty's Meſſage by the Earl of Shrew/- 
< bury, relating to a general Pardon, Bill to naturalize 
© Prince George. Addreſs of Thanks thereon. * Bill 
© for uniting Proteſtant Subjects reported. King and 
Queen crown'd. A Conference between the two 
| © Houſes ; reported by the Earl of Bridgewater. War 
„declared with France. Proceedings on the Poll Bill. 
< Attainders revers'd. Caſe of the Earl of Devonſhire, 
WW < Judges examin'd thereon. Their Deciſion. Dr. Qates's 
remarkable Caſe. Oates petitions the Lords. Opinion 
of the Judges. The Judgment againſt him to ſtand 


9 
* — 
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3 WS < unreverſed ; Proteſt thereon. A Proviſo that Qates 
| hall not be received as a Witneſs; Agreed to. Con- 
4 WW ference between the two Houſes in Oares's Affair. 
al Free Conference. Reply of the Commons. Both 


Houſes adhere. Addreſs to the King that Oates might 
be pardoned. Amendment to the Bill of Rights and 
_— Succeſſion, in Favour of the Princeſs Sphia. Diſa- 
greed to by the Commons, and eſpouſed by the King. 
KReaſons of the Lords. Birth of the Duke of Glucefter. 
Addreſs to put the Coaſts in a State of Defence, Sc. 


* 


(0 © Addreſs relating to the Miſcarriages in Ireland, and the 
© King's Anſwer. Two other Addrefles on the fame 
el '< Aﬀair; and Anſwer. Addreſs for removing French 
ne « Papiſts ; and the King's Anſwer. A tumultuous. 
d Petition of the Silk-Weavers, occafioned by a Woollen 
NS Bill; and Anſwer of the Lords. Addreſs for Guards, 
Ns and Order to the Lord Mayor, Governor of the To- 
d, wer, Sc. The Woollen Bal rejected. Conference 
ne < on a Bill to attaint ſeveral Perſons. Motion occaſi- 
t, oned by the Bill for Payment of the Dutch. Addreſs 
of « thereon ; and King's Anſwer..,, Vacant Biſhopricks 
ich filled. OR nuts „ 
vy The Second Seſſion of the Convention Parliament. 
in * Lord Griffin declines taking the Oaths; and is taken 
g into Cuſtody. Debate concerning him. Petition of 
yes Lord Viſcount Pręſon; who is ſent to the Tower, 
the Bill of Indemnity. Mr. Hampden, junior, appears 
bis before a Committee of Lords. A Clauſe added to the 
n. Bill of Rights. Debate on the diſpenſing Power. Bill 
ted to difable Minors from marrying without Conſent af 
hs. Parents or Guardians, * paſſed ; Proteſt thereon. | Diſ- 
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=. xil Omi ſtons of the Lords, 
[ « ſolution of the Convention Parliament and Prefer- 
f ments. e „ 
6 © The Second Parliament of King William. 
© Report of allowing the City of London farther Time: 
Þ © Not agreed to; and Proteſt thereon.  _ 
N c Lords Addreſs to the King. And to the Queen, 
3 Admiralty Commiſſioners Bill paſſed ; and Proteſt 
© thereon. Report concerning Inipeachments. Lords 
1 FSaliſtury and Peterborough diſcharged from their Bail. 
1 © York Buildings Water- Works Bill paſſed ; and Proteſt 
c thereon. The Grand Congreſs. His Majeſty's Speech 
tat the opening thereof. Reſolutions taken thereon. , 
< Bill to diſſolve the Duke of Nerfolf's Marriage. Queſ- 
© tion concerning Proxies, carried in the Negative; and 
© Proteft thereon. Proceeding on the Poll-Bill. Proteſt 
© thereon. Queſtion whether any Entry ſhall be made 
© in the Book, relating to the laſt Clauſe in the Bill, 
© paſſed in the Affirmative. Promotions. Affairs A- 
© broad, | 2 
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ſtion for a Conference, paſs'd in the Negative; 
© and Proteſt thereon. Trial of Lord Mobun; and Pro- 
© teft hereon. Bill for reviving certain Laws; and 
© Proteſt thereon. Promotions. 
| © Leave given to the Dutcheſs of Grafton to with- 
© draw her Petition; and Proteft thereon. Biſhop Stil- 
© lingfleet's Speech in the great Cauſe: of the Earl of 
* Bath, Tonnage Bill paſſed ; and Proteſt thereon. 
© Promotions. Affairs Abroad. | : 
Death of Queen Mary. Addreſs of Condolence 
© thereon, and King's Anſwer. - Affair of the Convex 
Lights, and the Concern of the Marquis of Nermanly 
therein, together with the Speech of the ſaid Marquis. 
© Queſtion paſſed in the Negative; and Proteſt thereon. 
Joint Committee of both Houſes to inquire into A- 
« buſes and Corruptions. Meſſage to the Commons re- 
© hating thereto. Sir Thomas Cook heard by the Lords. 
© Duke of Leeds's Mation that he ſhould purge the 
Peers upon Oath, over-ruled. A qualifying Meſſage 
© from Sir Thomas Cook ; which gives Offence Bill to 
< indemnify him. The Depofition of Mr. Bates, with 
reſpect to the Duke of Leeds, And of Sir Baſil Fire- 
grace. Duke of Leeds impeach'd, His Speech ho 
| | ke © the 
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in Torbnck's Debates, xiii 
© the reading the Lords Committee's Report. The Ar- 
« ticles of Impeachment againſt him read 3 and his 
« Grace's Speech thereon. His Anſwer thereto. Meſ- 
© ſage to put the Commons in Mind of the Impeach- 
ment of the Duke of Leeds. His Grace complains 
« of their Delay. And defires his Impeachment ma 
+ be diſcharged. Meſſage from the Commons. The 
© Duke of Leeds arraigns the Conduct of the Commons. 
= < Abſtract of the Act for impriſoning Sir Thomas Coo, 
wer. Proclamation for ſecuring Mr. Robart, Promo- 
tions. And Affairs Abroad. | | 
An Account of the Afaffination Plot. The At- 
WE tainder of Sir Fob» Fenwick ; and Proteſt thereon. 
Sir 7% Fenwic#'s Papers left with the Sheriffs. Bill 
do reſtrain Stock- Jobbers; and Proteſt thereon. Pro- 


motions. Gn e. of — ee ee 
on. Earl of Farwick and Lord Mohun tried and ac- 
WP quitted. Bill to diſſolve the Duke of Norfolt's Marri- 
age; and Proteſt thereon. The faid Duke's Caſe. 
= Duke of Ghucgſter's Death, and other Incidents during 
the Receſs. | | when 
An intercepted Letter of the Earl of Meſort's, com- 
municated by the King. Capt. Nerris's Suſpenſion 
taken off; and Proteft thereon. King James dies, 
© and his Son is proclaimed by the Fremch Kimg. 
Great Alterations at Court. Exploits Abroad. Af- 
© fairs Abroad. | N 1 
Lords Addreſs. Queen's Anſwer. Proceedings on 
© the Occafional Conformity- Bill. Biſhop of Satsbury's 
© Speech. Lord Haver/ham's Speech. The Bill re- 
© jected. Abſtract of the Occafional Conformity- Bill. 
A Lift of Peers who voted for and againſt the Bill. 
6 Scots Plot. Controverſy with the Commons thereon. 
© Addreſs to the Queen on the Deficiency of Seamen ; 
© and her Mzjeſty's Anſwer. Votes againſt Admiral 
© Graydon. Votes on the Report of the Secret Com- 


. | 

+ WY < mittee. The Lords Committees thank d. Altera- 
e tions at Court. Exploits of the Year 17504. 
0 * Addreſs to ſecure the Northern Boarders againſt the 
ch © Scots. Bill to enable the Earl of Bath to make Leaſes ; 
-- WR © Proteſt thereon. Bill for recruiting the Land Forces; 


and Proteſt thereon. Promotions. Affairs Abroad. 
1 Divi- 


xiv Omiſſions of the Lords, 


Diviſion on the Queſtion * inviting over the Prin · 
© ceſs SH]; and Proteſt thereon. Bill for the better 
© Security of her Majeſty brought in. Another For 
© Naturalizing the Hanover Line. Another for ap- 

© pointing a Regency on the Queen's Deceaſe, , A 
Fourth for an Union with Scotland. A Fifth Bill for 
© the better Security of her Majeſty's Perſon. A Rider 
rejected; and Proteſt thereon. The Bill paſſed ; and 
and Proteſt thereon. Exploits Abroad. 

Lords Addreſs. Queen's anſwer. Honours bee 
© ſtowed. 

© Debates on the Addreſs of thanks. The Sentiment 
© of the Earl of Wharton and Lord Somers. Lord 
< Haverſham's Speech. Bill for rendering the Union 
© more compleat paſſed ; and Proteſt theron. A Com- 
* mittee of Lords examine Gregg. Reſolution of the 
< Houſe thereon preſented to the Queen ; and her Ma- 

© jeſty's Anſwer, The Pretender arrives at Dunkirk, 
Lords Addreſs on that Occaſion 3, and Queen's An; 
« ſwer. Manner of electing the Sixteen Scots Peers, 
c. Lift of the Privy Council for the United King: 
© dom. Exploits Abroad. 

Lords Addreſs. No Peace again voted without the 
whole Monarchy of Spain was reſtored to the Houſe 
of Auſtria... Addreſs of both Houſes on reducing Ghent, 
The Motion of the Demolition of Dunkirk preſented 
to the Queen; and her Majeſty's Anſwer. Bill for 1 
general Naturalization ; and Proteſt*thereon. Rides 
to the Bill for improving-the Union refuſed ; and Pro- 
teſt thereon. | Proteſt on the paſling the Bill. Ab: 
ſtract of the ſaid Bill. Affairs Abroad. 
Lords Addreſs. Article exhibited againſt Dr. $a: 
cheverell. Reſolution that the Words ſuppoſed to be 
criminal are not neceſlary to be expreſſed in mpeach; 
ments; and Proteſt thereon. Proceedings on the 
Articles. Votes on the firſt Article; and Proteſt 
thereon. Vote that the Commons have made good 
their Charge; and Proteſt thereon. Queſtion to be 
c put in J7etminſier- Hall ; and Proteſt thereon. Changes 
© at Court. Affairs Abroad. | 
Motion about returning Thanks to the Duke. of 
© Marlborough. The Misfortune at Bribuega commu: 
6 e by Meſſage and. Adüreſs thereon. A Let- 
- | 6 tet 
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In Torbucks Debates. xv 
© ter from the Duke of Marlborough to the Earl of 
© Ptterborough. Queſtion put to the Lord Gakuay,' 
'© Why he gave the Right to the Portugueſe in Spain? 
* Which is voted diſhonourable to the -Brit/h Nation. 
© the Lords inquire into the effectiye Number of Men 
© in Spain at the Time of the Battle of Almanza.  Qiieſ- 
tion with Relation to two Regiments in the Sun, 
© Scrvice ; and Proteſt thereon. Queſtion with Rela- 
tion to the Deficiencies in the faid Service; and Pro- 
© teſt thereon. Repreſentation to the Queen, relating 
to the Affairs of Spain. Mr. Harley made Earl of 


ts Se Bo. Ati. a. Bd i 


3 = 


4 = 0x/rd, and Lord Treaſurer. Lord a 's Speech 
n  *> bim- Operations of the Campaign. Congrels ap- 
. RX pointed at Nrecht. 3 

e The Queen ſtays in the Houſe incog. Debate a- 
. = bout a Clauſe in the Addreſs offered by the Earl of 
; HT Atingham. The Clauſe inferted in the Addreſs. 
„ne aid Addreſs. , Proteſt on the Addreſs. Debate 
about the Duke of Hzmiltor's Cafe, as to his being 
2 created Duke of Branden. Bill of Occaſional Confor- 
”" SF mity, brought in by the Earl of Nottingham. Petiti- 
eon of the Dutch and French Churches received. Ab- 
4 ſtract of the ſaid Bill. Debate abouf the Duke of 
„ Hamilton's Patent. Proteſt thereon. Addreſs relat- 
0 ing to the Treaty; and the Queen's Anſwer. Twelve 


Peers created. Promotions. The Queen's Anſwer 
W- to the Lords Addreſs about the Negotiation of Peace. 
Meſſage from the Queen, deſiring the Lords to ad- 
Journ 3 with which the Lords comply. The Queen's 
Anſwer to the Repreſentation of the Scorch Lords, 
© The Queen's Meſſage to both Houſes for a farther 
* Adjournment. A ſecond Meſſage. The Lords Ad- 
© dreſs ; and her Majeſty's Apſwer. Duke of Devon- 
© /bire's Motion for ſettling the Precedency of the Houſe 
of Hanover. The Affair about the Duke of Hamil- 
< tons Patent drop'd. The Place-Bill rejected by the 
* Lords, The Grant-Bill read the firſt Time ; and 
© Debate thereon. The Sentiments of the Duke of 
Argyle, Earl of Wharton, and the Lords Cowper and 
* Hallifax, The Bill drop'd. Mr. Secretary St. John 
made Viſcount Bolingbroke, Affairs Abroad. : 
* The Malt-Bill committed by the Lords. Proteft 
© thereon. Remarkables between the Seſſions. 7 
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To point out the ſeveral Omiſſions in 
the ſubſequent Volumes, would only tire 
the Reader: But if Mr Torbuck and his 
Colleagues think this not ſufficient, the Par- 
ticulars omitted between 1714 and 1942; 
ſhall be ſpecifyed at Large for their Satiſ- 
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Eighth VOLUME. 
Lterations in the Peerage ſince the Diſſolution 
A of the laſt Parliament Os 
ate of the Scots Peerage | 55208 Þ 
Names of the Sixteen elected, and an Account of that 
Election - ii 
The State of the Engliſh Peerage at the Opening of 
' the Seſſim 3 
Several new Peers take their Seats | 7 
Debate on the Earl of Malton's Motion for an Ad- 
ook x of Thanks for the King's Speech ib. 
Speeches thereupon by Lord Lovell, Page 8, Earl of. 
Cheſterfield, p. 9, Earl of Cholmondeley, p. 19, 
Lord Talbot, p. 24, Earl of Abingdon, p. 28, 
Lord Carteret, ib. Duke of Newcaſtle, p. 35, 
| Duke of Argyle, p. 41, Lord Hardwick, p. 49, 
Duke of Argyle's Anfwer, p. 54, Lord Harring- 
ton, p. 55, Earl of May, p. 56, Lord Bathurſt, ib. 
and the Earl of Cholmondeley's Reply, p. 58. 


Lord 
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—_ ry Parliament, as it flood on the 31ft De- 
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Together with an Account of the Produce of the Sink- _ 
ing- Fund in that Year, and to the Payment of — 
+ what Debts contracted before the 25th Day De- 
cember 1716, the ſaid Fund has been apphed 64 
Meſage from the King to the Prince of Wales 68 
is Royal Highneſs's Anſiuer | ib⸗ 
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I In Addreſs of Thanks for his Majely's Care of the 
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Speeches thereupon ly the Duke of Argyle, p. 81, 


3 Lord Hardwick, p. 88, and the Earl of Che- 
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[Examination of General Anſtruther, the Licutenant 
ib. Governor 69 
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Proteſt on the former Motion relating thereto paſſing 
in the Negative ib. 
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An. 15. Geo. II. . On the 13th of June came on the Election of the Sixteen 


Peers for Scotland; the STATE of the SCOTS .PEERAGE 
is as follows: | 2 OY 


tate of tie Scots DUKES 10. Hamilton (a), Buecleugh, Lenox (bh, Gor- 


- Peerage. 


Names of the 16 William Ker, Marquis of Lothian ; Fohn Lindſay, Earl of 
elected for the 


nth Parlia- *&7* 1 Suh | | | 
| mm of 8 Douglas, Earl of Morton; I James Stewart, Earl of Mur- 


rays | Alexander Home, Earl of Home ; 4 'Chartes Mait- 


Britain, 


© 


— 


dent, Queeniberry (e), Argyle (h, Douglas, Athole+ (+), 


cart, Mordington, Semple +, Elphingſton, Oliphant “, 


Montroſe, Roxburgh. | ED 
MAR2QUESSES 12 Tweedale, Lothian f. 
ARTS 52. Crawford “, Sutherland, Rothes, Mor- 

ton +, Buchan “, Glencairn +, Eglinton, Caſſils T, Caith- 

neſs, Murray , Home , Wigtoun +, Strathmore, Aber - 

corne, Kelly , Haddingtoun, Galloway, Lauderdale f, 

Kinnoul (f), Loudon , Dumfries, Stirling, Elgin (2), Tra- 

quair, Weems, Dalhoufie, Findlater , Leven +, Dyſert, 

Selkirk, Northesk , Kincardine, Balcarras +, Aboyne, Kil- 

marnock +, Dundonald, Kintore *, Broadalbin +, Aber. 

deen, Dunmore , March, Marchmont, Hyndford “, Cro- 
marty +, Stair, Roſeberry T, Glaſgow, Portmore, Bute, 

optoun , Delorain, Ilay FF ä 
, Y 1SCOUNTS 9g. Falkland, Stormont, Arbuthnot, nl 


' Okenford, Irwin, Daunblane (h), Strathallan, Garnock, Wl 


Primroſe. 


BARONS 32. Forbes 4, Salton *, Gray +, Cath- 


Lovat, Borthwick , Rofs F, Somerville F, Torpichen *, 
Lingotes +, Balmerino, Blantyre, Cranſton, Napier, Rae +, 
Kirkcudbright F, Forreſter, Banff, Colvil, Elibank, Hal. 
kerton, Sinclair, Belhaven , Rollo , Rutherford , Bal. 
lenden, Kinnaird, Newark . EE, 
\- Thoſe diftinguiſhed by a + were preſent at the Election, 
thoſe with a * ſent their Proxies. . 
The following Sixteen were eleKed without Oppoſition ; 


Crawford ; Folm Sutherland, Earl of Sutherland ; Fam 


land, Earl of Lauderdale ; Hugh Campbell, Earl of Loudon ; 
N lie, Earl of Findlater ; George Campbell, Earl of 
Braadalbin; George Murray, Earl of Dunmore; * Car · 
michael, Earl of Hyndfard; Charles Collier, Earl of Port- 
more; Charles Hope, Earl of Hoptoun ; Archibald Campbell, 
Earl of Jay; I Janes Somerville, Lord Somerwille © Of 
which thoſe diſtinguiſh'd by I are in the Room of the Duke 
of Buccleugh, and the Earl of Bu/e ; the of Athol, 
who, upon the Demiſe of the late Earl of Derby, ſucceeded 

EST : to 


(a) Duke of Brandon. (b) Duke of Richmond. (c) Duke of if 

Dover. (d) Duke of Greenwich, (e) Lord Strange. (f) Baron 
Hay of Pedwarden in the County of Somerſet, (g) Earl of Aylesbury. 
ch) Duke of Leeds. : : 


{ 


3.0 
to the Title of Lord Strange in. Eagland and the Land ap. 15: Geo Ih, 
Cathcart, deceas d. | 
Copies of the above Liſt were ſent Sgned by the Duke of . 


Lenox, the Earls of Se/tirk, Portmore, Abercorn, * Ga 

| doxway, and the Lord Kinnaird — Lord Balmering ſent his 
Letter for the Earl of Morton only, becauſe that Earl had 
notified by Circular Letters, that he was to ſtand Candi- 
| date, and deſired the Votes of the Peers. 

The Dukes of Hamilton, Buccleugb, Ducinſberry, 4r 

and Montroſe, the Marquiſſes of Taueedale and Annan — 
the Earls of Aberdeen, Marchmont, and Stair, tho" at Edix» 


Che STATE 


| Britain, Dec. I, 1741, 


DUKE 8, 27. 

IS Royal Highneſs Frederick 

I Prince of Wales, p. c. k. g. 
is Royal Hi hneſs William Duke 

of Cumberland, k. g 

Edward Howard Duke 2 Norfolk T. 

Charles Seymour Duke of Somer- 
ſet, p. c. k. g. 

William Fitzroy Dake of Cleve- 
land. 

3 Lenos Duke of Richmond, 


if the PEERAGE at the Openi 
the Firſt Sejjion of the. Ninth ann of Great 


52 marked + don't fit in the Bowls, k. 
* Garter, k. t. Knight of the Thiſtle, k. b. Knight of the 
Bath, p. e. . W u. a. Then Under Ae. 


Gurgh, did not think fit to be preſent at the Election. 


ning 


— of ebe 


Charles ou Duke of Dover, The State of the 
- Engliſh Peerage. 


p. 0. f 
ames Hamilton D. of Wieden 
* Bertie Duke of Ancaſter, 


Evelyn * . 2 of King: 
fon, k. g 


: Thomas Holles Pelham Duke of 


Newcaſtle, p. e. k. g. 
William Bentinck Duke of Port- 
land, K. g. 


7 
of 6 ke John Campbell Duke of Green- 
wr Charles Fitzroy Duke of Grafton, wich, p. c. k. g. 

E Robert Montagu D. of Manchefter, 
ore Henry Somerſet Duke of Beaufort. James Brydges Duke of Chandos, 
it · Charles Beauclerk Duke of St Al- p.c. k. g 
1; bans, k. g Lionel Crankeld Sackville Duke of 
af The . created Dukes ſivce Dorſet, p. c. k. g. 

the Revolution. Scroop Egerton D. of Bridgewater. 
* Charles Powlett Duke of Bolton, MARQUISS. 
2 . e. K. William Herbert Marg. of Powis F 
v Thomas Osborne Duke of Leeds. EAR LS, 71. 
Of John Ruſſel Duke of Bedford. Georges Talbot E. of f Shrewſbury mT 
| William Cavendiſh Duke of Devon- Edward Stanley Earl of Derby. 
ee „ Theophilus Haſtings Earl of Han- 
le, Charles Spencer Boke of Marlbo- tingdon. 
led rough, p. c. k. g Henry Herbert Earl of Pembroke, 
to John Manners Duke of Rutland, pi. e. 4 
p. c. k. g Henry Clinton E. of Lincoln. 
W John Montage Duke of Montagu, Henry Howard Farl of Suffolk. 
p. e, K. 8. James Cecil Earl of Saliſburr. 
= A 2 Brownlow 
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Brownlow Cecil Earl of Exeter. 

John Sidney Earl of Leiceſter, p. c. 

1 mes Compton E. of Northampton. 
dward Rich Earl of Warwick and 
Holland, 

William Fielding Earl of Denbigh. 

— Fane Earl of Weſtmoreland: 
22 Bowes Hoyard Earl of Berk- 


Charles Mordaunt Earl of Peter- 
"borough. 

Harry Gray Earl of Stamford, 

Daniel Finch Earl of Winchelſea 
and Nottingham, 


Philip Dormer 12 Earl of 


Cheſterfield, p. c. k. g. 
Sackville Tufton Earl of . 
Jokn Montagu Earl of Sandwich. 

enry Hyde Earl of Clarendon and 

Rocheſter, 

William Capel Earl of Eſſex, p. e. 


k. g. 
George Brudenel Earl of Cardigan. 
Pires Anneſſey Earl of Angleſey. 
enry Howard Earl of Carliſle. 


Thomas Bruce Earl of Ayleſbury 1 
Richard Boyle Earl of Burlington , 


p- c. k. g 
Anthony Afkley Cooper Earl of 
Shaftſbury. 
8 Henry Lee Earl of Litch- 
eld 
John Robarts Earl of Radnor. 
Auguſtus Berkeley Farl of Ber- 
* keley, k. t. 
Montagu Venables Bertie. Far! of 
- Abingdon, Þ- c. 
Baptiſt Noel Earl of Gainſbo . 
Robert D; Arcy Earl of Holderneſs. 
Other Lewis Windfor Hickman 
Earl of Plymouth, u. a 
William Stafford Howard Earl of 
Stafford 4 


The following Eleven created fince 


the Revolution. 
Thomas Lumley Saunderſon Earl 
of Scarborough, k. b. 
George Booth Earl of Warrington. 
Richard Newport Earl of Bradford. 
Frederick Zuleſtein E. of Rochford, 
William Anne-Van Kepel Earl of 
- Albemarle, k. bd. 
— en Earl of coven- 


p · C 

willaan Villiers Ear! of Jerſey. 

Henry D' Auverquerque Earl of 
Grantham, p. c. 


nt 22 Ear] Poulet, k. g. 


John Hervey Earl of Briſtol. 


) 
Frm Ga Godolphin Earl of Goal 
phin, p. c. 
George Cholmondeley Karl of Chol, 
1 „ p- c. k. b 
Da created fines the 
nion. 
Edward Harley Earl of Oxford. | a 
* wy Wentworth Karl of Strafy 
ord. 
Henry Shirley Earl Fired: 9 
William Legge E. of Dartmouth. 
Henry Paget Earl of Uxbridge, p. e 
Lewis Watſon Earl of Rockingham, 
Charles Bennett Earl of Tankers 
"wile, We 
Heneage Finch Earl of Aylesford, 


George Montagu Earl of Halifax. + 
George Yelverton E. of Suſſex, u.a. 
William Cowper Earl Cowper. 
Philip Stanhope Earl Stanhope. 
Philip Sherrard * E. of Harborough. 
George Parker E. of Macclesfield;' 
Thomas Fermor Earl of Ponte- 
k. b. 
William Graham Earl Graham, of 
Belford. 
Robert Ker Earl Ker of Wakefield, 
ames Waldgrave Earl Waldgrave, 
5 Mildmay Earl Fitewaltey, 


John Aſkburnham Earl of Aſtburn- 
ham, u | 
Spencer 3 Earl of wu, 


mington, p. c. k. g 
Francis Howard Earl of Effingham. 
Thomas Wentworth Earl of Malton, 
" YVISCOUNTS 14 
Price Devereux Viſc. Hereford. 
Anthony Rrown Viſc. Montagu 
Laurence Fienes Viſt. Say and Sele. 
Thomas Bellaſyſe Viſc. Fauconberg, 
Charles Townſhend Viſc. Towny 

ſhend. 
Thomas Thynne Viſc. Weymouth, 
William Hatton Viſcount Hatton. 
The following Seven created fince the 

Revolution. 

Henry Lowther Viſcount 2 
Henry St John Viſcount St 
Richard Temple Viſount C — 
Hugh Boſcawen Viſc. Falmouth. 
John Wallop Viſc. Lymington. 
Simon Harcourt Viſc. Harcourt. 
Pattee Byng Viſcount Torrington, 


p. c 
BARONS, 66. 


William Nevill Lord Abergavenny 
' JF 


James Touchet Lord Audley (Earl 

of Caſtlehaden F) 7 

Algernoon Seymour Lord peirey 
(Earl of Hertford ) 

John * Lord de Ja War p- c. 
k. 


Hugh Rs Lord Cli ton, k. b. 
Ferdinando Dudley Lea L. Dudley. 
Thomas Stourton Lord Stourton 1 
Richard Verney Lord Willoughby 
de Broke 


Hugh Willoughby Lord Willough- 


| by of Parham 

Francis North Lord North and 
Guildford 

illiam Ferdinand Carey Lord 
Hunſdon 

ohn St John Lord St John of 
Bletſho Wo 
obert Petre Lord Petre 
hilip Gerard Lord Gerard of 
Bromley F 


homas Arundel Lord Arundel of 
Wardour 7 


ot Darnley) 

harles Dormer Lord Dormer + 

enry Roper Lord Teynh u. a. 

rancis Greville Lord Br 3 

ohn Poulet Lord Hinton 

enry Maynard Lord Maynard 

ames — N Strange (Duke 

of Athol) k 

harles Bruce ** Brice: * 

homas Leigh Lord Leigh _ 

illiam Byron Lord Byron 

John Ward Lord Ward 

E Langdale Lord Lang- 
ale 

illiam — Lord Berkeley of 

Stratton, p. c. 

harles Cornwallis Lord Cornwal- 

| lis, p. c. 

Tohn Arundgl Lord Arundel of 

þ Trerice, 
ulwar Craven Lord Craven 

ugh Clifford Lord Clifford + 

[ ohn Carteret Lord Carteret, P» c. | 

William Stawell Lord Stawell 

dward Griffin Lord Griffin 


The following created fince the 
Revolution. 

harles Butler Lord Butler of We- 

ſton (Earl of Arran) 

aurice Thompſon L. Haverſham, 

ilbert Vane Lord Barnard * 


ward Bligh Lord Clifton (Earl 


"po hat Leveſon Gower Lord Gower. Len Ang: Ceo. u. 


rancis Seymour Conway Lord 


Conway 
ohn Hervey Lord Hervey, p. e. 
ohn Boyle Lord Boyle (E xl of 


Orrery oy 
George? y Lord Hay (Earl of Kin» 
now 
Herbert Windſor Lord Montjoy 
Thomas Manſel Lord Manſel 
Francis Willoughby L. — 
Thomas Trevor Lord Trevor 
Samuel Maſham Lord Maſham 
Thomas Foley Lord Foley 
Allen Bathurſt Lord Bathurſt 
Richard Onſlow Lord Onſio r 
Robert Marſham Lord — , 
Charles Cadogan Lord Cadogan 
Matthew Ducie Morton L. Ducie 


| Robert Walpole Lord! Walpolez? 


Kk. b. 
Peter King Lord King 
ohn Hobart Lord Hobart, k. b. 
ohn Monſon Lord Monſon, k. "I 
homas Coke Lord Lovel, k:7buik 
William 3 Lord r 
ton, p. c. ifT 
Robert Raymond L. Raymond 
_ York L. Hardwicke, p. e. 
illiam Talbot Lord Talbot 
enry Bromley Lord Montford -- 
E Fox Lord Ilcheſter 
John How Lord Chedworth 


| 4 
ITbe following are Prerefes i in their 
orb Right, either by Deſcent or 
Creation. 


n Schulemburg Ducheſs of 
nd 


Jemima, Campbell Marchioneſs de | 


l viſcounteſs — | 


teret and Counteſs 'of Granville, 
Mother of the Lord Carteret  - 


| Melofina Stanhope Counteſs of 


Walſingham, Neice to the Du- 
cheſs of Kendal, and Wife of the 
Earl of Cheſterfield 

Margaret Coningſby Counteſs of 
Coningſby, Wife of Sir Michael 
Newton, k. b. 

Amelia Sophia Walmoden Counteſs 
' of Yarmouth * * 

Catherine Lady Berners 

Martha Lady Johnſon, Baroneſs of 
Wentworth. 
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1741. 


1 


E 


1741. 


— 


An. 16. Geo... 


(6) 


* 


ARCHBISHOPS and BISHOPS. | 
| Names, An. 1741 Gees Date In the Room of © 
Dr John Potter Oxford 1715 Talbot tranſlated 
Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury 1737 Wake deceaſed _ 
Dr Lancelot Blackbourn Exeter 1717 Blackhall dec. 
Lord Archbiſhop. of Tor _ 1724 Dawes dec, 
. g Lincoln 1716 Wake tr. 
Dr Edaxund Giles |-::> | London { 1723 Robinſon dec. 
| C Lichfield and Co- 
Dr Edward Chandler 4 rears iy eben . 
3 Durham 1730 Talbot dec. 
Bangor 1716 _ tr, 
2 Hereford 1721 Biſſe dec. 
Dr Benjamin Hoadlep- J Salisbury 1723 Willis tr. 
| __ ChWWincheſter 1734 Willis dec. 
q 4 Oxford 1690 Parker exii*d 
| } Lichfield and Co- 
— ventry 1699 Lloyd tr. 
8 (HM orceſter 1717 Lloyd dec. 
St Aſapßn 1715 Fleetwood tr. 
nn Wynn Rath and Wells 1727 Hooper dec. 
| Briſtol -* 1734 Cecil tr. 
Dr Thomas econ: Oxford 1 1737 Potter = 
; 5 Norwic 1732 Baker dec. 
= ap ns _—_ L 1738 Green dec, 
Dn; Bangor 1721 Hoadley tr. 
* eb | 30 1723 Nu ay tr. 
W: | Glouceſter 1721 Willis ty, 
Dr Jeloph Wilcox Rucheſter 1731 Bradford dec. 
Dr Henry Egerton Hereford 1724 Hoadly tr. 
_*  E St David's 1724 Otley dec. 
Dr Richard Smallbroke < Lichfield and Co- 
| ventry 1730 Chandler tr, 
Dr Stephen Weſton Exeter 1724 Blackbourn tr. 
; 3 Landaff 1725 Tyler dec. 
. Peterborough 1 725 Kennet dec. 
Dr Samuel Peploe . Cheſter 1726 Gaſtrel dec. 
. n Landaff 1738 Harris dec. 
* . er ben Label 1740 Hare dec. 
Dr Iſaac Maddox c Aſaph 1736 erg dec. 
6 Bangor 1728 Baker tr. 
my Thats Sherwels 2 1734 Hoadly tr. 
Dr Nicholas Claget & David's 1731 2 tr. 
; | Briſtol 1737 Seeker tr. 
Dr Thomas Gooch L Norwich 1738 Butts tr. 
Sir Geo. Fleming, Bt. Carliſle 1734 Waugh dec. 
Dr Joſeph Butler Briſtol 1738 Gooch tr, 
Dr Martin Benſon —— 1734 Sydall — 
Dr Thomas Herring angor 1737 Cecil dec. 
Dr John Gilbert Landaff ' 1740 Mawſon tr. 
EY 


* 0 
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5. 


O! the iſt of December, the King came to the Houſe An. 15. Cee. Il. 


& * 


of Peers, and commanded the Commons to chaſe a = 1 


Speaker. 27 OY | e WP IE 
The ſame Day the Duke of Atholi, as Lord Strange of Several new 
| Knockyn ; the Earl of Lincoln, juſt come of Age; and the Peers take their 
Lords 1kchefter, Mountford, and Chedworth, took their Seats Seats. 
in the Houſe. | | os 
| On the 4th the King made a moſt gracious Speech to both Earl of Malton's 
Houſes ;* and his Majefty being withdrawn, the Earl of Mal. Motion for an 
ton mov'd for an Addreſs of Thanks to the following Effect: 3 — 5 

My Lords, © e n 

_ *- Tho! the preſent Perplexity of our Affairs, the Contra - VER 
eety of Opinions produc'd by it, and the Warmth with 
hich each Opinion will probably be ſupported, might juft- 
— diſcourage me from propoſing any of my Sentiments to 
i great Aſſembly ; yer I cannot repreſs my Inclination to 


era Motion, in my Opinion, _ and ſeaſonable, and 
hich, if it ſhould appear otherwife to your Lordſhips, will, 
= hope, tho! it ſhould not be received, at leaſt be forgiven, 
cauſe I have never before wearied your Patience, or inter- 
upted or retarded your Conſultations. "= 
But Tam very far from imagining thatby this Motion 1 
an give any Occafion to Debate or Oppoſition, becauſe T 
hall propoſe no Innovation in the Principles, or Aheration 
df the Practice of this Houſe ; nor intend any Thing more 
an to lay before your Lordſhips my Opinion of the Manner 
n which it may be proper to addreſs his Majeſty. Mg 
* To return our humble Thanks for his moft pracious 
Speech from the Throne, and at the ſame Time, to preſent 
o his Majeſty our fincere and joy ful Congratulations on 
is ſafe and happy Return into this Kingdom. | 
To obferve with the utmoſt Thankfulnefs the great Con- 
ern his Majeſty has been pleaſed to exprefs for carrying oh 
he juſt and neceſſary War apainft Spain z. which we hope, 
by the Divine Bleſſing upon his Majeſty's Arms, will be at- 
ended with Succeſs _—_— to the Juſtice of his Cauſe, and the 
ardent Wiſhes of his People. et a : 
That as His Majeſty has fo truly teprefented the im- 
pending Dangers to which Europe is expos d, in the preſent 
ritical Conjuncture, as muſt awaken, in every one, an 
Attention ſuitable to the Occafion : And as ve cannot but 
de fully ſenſible of the evil Conſequences of the Enterprizes, 
arrying on for the Subverſion or Reduction of the Houſe of 
{uſtria, which threaten ſuch apparent Mifchiefs to the com- 


mon 


- 


+ 


* See the Speech in CaanDtys's Hiſtory of the Houſe of Communi, h 
ol, XIII. p, 20, 
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An. 15 Geo. II. mon Cauſe ; to acknowledge his Majeſty's Goodneſs in ef. 
. -, preſimy ſo earneſt a Nefire to receive, and ſo high a Re 


1741 

U * 274 - 
$A. 
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that we will not fail to take the important Points, which he 
has been pleas'd to mention to us, into our moſt ſerious Conſi- 
deration; and, in the moſt dutiful Manner, to offer to his Ma- 
jeſty ſuch Advice as ſhall appear to us to be moſt conducive 


Lord Lell. 


much the preſent Poſture of Affairs calls upon us, for that 
Unanimity, Vigour, and Diſpatch, which his Majeſty has fo 
| wiſely recommended to us; and to give his 
ſtrongeſt Aſſurances; that we will vigorouſly and heartily can- 


of the Proteſtant Succeſſion in his Majeſty's Houſe, on which 


8. )) 


for the Advice of his Parliament: And to aſſure his Majelty 


to the Honour and true Intereſt of his Crown and Kingdoms. 
To aſſure his Majeſty that we have a due Senſe, how 


ajeſty the 


cur in all juſt and neceſſary Meaſures, for the Defence. 
Support of his Majeſty, the Maintenance of the Balance and 
Liberties of Europe, and the Aſſiſtance of our Allies. Wo 

That as Duty and Affection to his Majeſty are, in us, 
fixed and unalterable Principles, ſo we feel the Impreſſions 1 23 
them, at this Time, ſo ftrong and lively in our Breaſts, that 
we cannot omit to lay hold on this Opportunity of approach- al 
ing his Royal Preſence, to renew the moſt ſincere Pro- | 
feſſions of our conſtant and inviolable Fidelity : And to pro- 
miſe his Majeſty, that we will, at the Hazard of all that is 
dear to us, exert ourſelves for the Defence and Preſervation 
of his ſacred Perſon and Government, and the Maintenance 


n 


7 


the Continuance of the Proteſtant Religion, and the Liberties 
of Great Britain, do under God depend. 1 
My Lords, | | <4 
As this Addreſs will not obſtruct any future Inquiries, by 
any Approbation of paſt Meaſures, either poſitive or implied, 
I doubt not but your Lordſhips will readily concur in it; and 
1 am perſuaded, that it will confirm his Majeſty's Regard fot 
our Councils, and Confidence in our Loyalty. | 
Lord Lowe! + ſpoke next to this Effect: 
My Lords, , ; PoE” 
The Dangers which have been fo juſtly repreſented by hi 
Majeſty, ought to remind us of the Importance of unuſual 
Circumſpection in our Conduct, and deter us from any Inno- 
vations, 2 which we may not foreſee the 99 at . 
Time when there may be no Opportunity of repairing an} 
Miſcarriage, or correcting any Miſtake. 5 th 
There appears, my s, not to be at this Time any 
particular Reaſon for changing the Form of our Addreſſes 


no Privileges of our Houſe have been invaded, nor * dif 
| „ pid rf: 
+ One of the Commiſſioners for executing the Office of Poſtn V 


4 


fions 'd againſt the Publick. His Majeſty has evidently An. 15. Geo. II. 
— _ from the Practice of the wiſeſt | and moſt beloy'd 8 
of our Britiſh Monarchs; he has, upon this Emergence of 
unexpected Difficulties, ſummon'd the Parliament to counſel 

and aſſiſt him, and ſurely it will not be conſiſtent with the 

Wiſdom of this Houſe to encreaſe the preſent Perplexity of 

dur Affairs, by new Embarraſſments, which may be eaſily 

magined likely to ariſe from an Addreſs different from thoſe 

vhich Cuſtom has eſtabliſh'd. 2] 

The Proſpect which now lies before us, a Proſpect 

hich preſents us only with Dangers, Diſtractions, Invaſions, 

d Revolutions, ought to engage our Attention, without 

wing us at Leiſure for Diſputations upon Ceremonies or 

| orms. It ought to be the Care of every Lord in this Houſe, 

ec how to addreſs, but how to adviſe his Majeſty, how to 

lift the Councils of the Publick, and contribute to ſuch De- 

rminations, as may avert the Calamities that hang over 

br Heads, and ſtop the wild Excurſions of Power and Am- - 


ion. 
We ought to reflect, my Lords, that the Expectations of 

Europe are raiſed by the Meeting of this Parliament ; 

id that from our Reſolutions whole Nations are waiting for 

jeir Sentence. And how will Mankind be diſappointed 

hen they ſhall hear, that inſtead of declaring War upon 

ſurpers, or impoſing Peace on the Diſturbers of Mankind, 

ſtead of equipping Navies to direct the Courſe of Com- 

erce, or raiſing Armies to regulate the State of the Conti- : 

nt, we met here in a full Aſſembly, and diſagreed upon the : 
orm of an Addreſs. e 

Let us therefore, my Lords, lay aſide, at leaſt for this 

ime, all trifling Debates, and minute Inquiries, and engage 

I in the great Attempt of re-eſtabliſhing Quiet in the 

orld, and ſettling the Limits of the Kingdoms of Europe. 


hen the Earl of Cheferficld ſtood up and ſpoke as follows : Ted of Cheſter- 
| eld. 
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ly Lords, 

© There is I find at leaſt one Point upon which it is proba- 
e that thofe will now agree, whoſe Sentiments have hither- 

d been, on almoſt every Occaſion, widely different. 'The 
Danger of our preſent Situation is generally allowed ; but 

e Conſequences deduced from it are ſo contrary to each 

ther, as give little Hopes of that Unanimity which Times 

Danger particularly require. : 

* It is alledged, that fince we are now involv'd in 

difficulties, we ought only to endeavour how to extricate 

rſelves, and not waſte our Time in enquiring how we 

Vor. VIII. | were 


An. 15. Geo. II. were 3 leſt the Perplexity of different Confiderntich 


1741. 
Cy md 


ed that the molt important Queſtions be firſt determin'd, |! 


5 ers, ought not, my Lords, to be our firſt or chief Conſide 
ration; we ought certainly firſt to enquite how the-People 


\ 


( 


ſnould diſſipate our Attention, and diſable us from forming 
any uſeful Determinations, or exerting any vigorous Effort 
for our Deliverance. 

Bat in my Opinion, my Lords, the moſt probable Way 
of removing Difficulties, is to examine how they were pro- 
duced, and by Conſequence to whom they are to be imput- 
ed; for certainly, my Lords, it is not to be hoped that we 
ſhould regain what we have loſt, but by Meaſures different 
from thoſe which have reduc'd us to our preſent State, -and 
by the Aſſiſtance of other Counſellors than thoſe who haye 
ſank us inta the Contempt, and Nr us to the Kavages of 
every Nation throughout the World. 

That this Inquiry, my Lords, may be free and unoh- 
ſtructed, it is neceſſary to addreſs the Throne, after the 
Manner of our Anceſtors, in general Terms, without de- 
ſcending to particular Facts, which, as we have not yet exa- ; 
min'd them, we can neither cenſure nor approve. 

It has been objected: by the noble Lord, that Foreign 3 
Nations will be diſappointed by hearing, that ioſtead of Me. 
naces of Vengeance, and Declarations of unalterable Adhe- 
rence to the Liberties of Europe, we have waſted our Time 
at this important Juncture in ſettling the Form of an Addreks, 

That little Time may be waſted on this Occaſion, | 
hope your Lordſhips will very ſpeedily agree to an A 
ſuitable to the Dignity of thoſe who make it, and to the 
Occafion upon which it is made; for I cannot but allow that 
the preſent State of our Affairs calls upon us for Diſpatch, but 
though Bufinefs ought at this Time undoubtedly to be expe 
dited. I hope it will not be precipitated; and if it be demand: 
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know not any Thing of greater Mament, than that befor 
us. | 
* How we ſhall gratify the Expectations of Foreign Pow 


may be ſet free from thoſe Suſpicions which a long Train df 
Meaſures, evidently tending to impair. their Liberties, ha 
raifed ; and how they may be confirmed in their Fidelity t0 
the Government, of which they have for many Years found 
no other Effects than Taxes and Exactions, for. which thei 
have received neither Protection abroad, nor Wee 
at home. 0 

But, my Lords, if it be neceſſary to conſult the Inclicat 
ons, and cultivate the Efieem of Foreign Powers, I belien 
nothing will raiſe more Confidence in our Allies, (if there be 


auy who are not now aſham'd of that Name) or more intimi 
date 
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date thoſe whoſe Deſigns it is our Intereſt l defeat, than an An. 15. Geo. II. 
open Teſtimony of our Reſolution no longer to approve that 1741. 
Conduct by which the Liberty of half Force has been endan- 


gered ; and not to Javiſh Praiſes on thofe Men, who have in 
twenty Years never tranſacted any Thing to the real Benefit 
of their Country, and of whom it is highly probable that 
they have in the preſent War ſtipulated for the Defeat of all 
our Attempts, and agreed by ſome execrable Compact to 
facilitate the Advancement of the Houſe of Bourbon. 
Upon what Facts I ground ſo heavy an Accufation 
may juſtly be enquired by your Lordſhips ; nor ſhall I find 
any Difficulty in anſwering your Demand. For, if we ex- 
tend our View over the whole World, and enquire into the 
State of all our Affairs, we ſhall find nothing but Defeats, 
Miſcarriages, and Impotence, with their uſual Conſequences, 
ontempt and Diſtruſt. We ſhall diſcover neither any To- 
ens of that Fear among our Enemies, which the Power of 
he Nation, and the Reputation of our f that ViRories 


night naturally produce, nor any Proofs of that Confidence 

Lmong thoſe whom we ſtill continue to term our Allies, 

which the Vigour with which we have formerly ſupported 
our Confederacies, give us a Right to expect. Thoſe whom 
we once trampled on inſult us, and thoſe whom we once pro- 

tected give us no Credit. | No FEA 
© How reaſonably, my Lords, all Nations have with- 


| 


drawn from us their Reverence and ond will appear by 


a tranſient Examination of our late Conduct, whether it re- 
garded Exrope in general, or influenced only the particular 
Affairs of the Brit; Nation; for it will appear beyond Poſ- 
ſibility of Doubt, that whoever has truſted this Adminiſtra- 
tion, whether their own Country or any Foreign Powers, 
has truſted only to be betray'd. Id | 5 
There is among our Allies none whom we are more 
obliged to ſupport than the Queen of Hungary, whoſe Rights 
we are engaged by all the Solemnities of Treaties to defend, 
and in whoſe Cauſe every Motive operates that can warm 
the Boſom of a Man of Honour. Juſtice and Compaſſion plead 
equally on her Side, and we are called upon to aſſiſt her by 
our own Intereſt, as well as the general Duty of Society, by 


which every Man is required to prevent Oppreſſion. 


What has been the Effect of all theſe Confideratiohs 
may eaſily be diſcovered fromthe preſent State of the Con. 
tinent, which is ravaged without Mercy by the Armies of 
Spain and France. Why all Succours have been denied the 
Queen of Hungary, and why the inveterate and hereditary | 
Enemies of our Nation are ſuffered to enlarge their Domini- 
ons without Reſiſtance; why the Rivals of our Trade are 
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* 15. Geo. 11. left at full Liberty to equip their Squadrons; and the Perſe. 


lick,” and a true Judgment can be the Reſult only of a ſtriqt 


ployed. or why Foreign Princes ſhould be enriched with 


Number of Ships to the united Navies of the greateſt Part 


PE 


(32. 3 0 


cutors of our Religion ſuffered to over-run thoſe Countries 
from whence only we can hope for Afiiſtance, when the 
Hatred which the Difference of Opinions produces ſhall 
threaten us with Invaſions and Slavery, the whole World 
has long ask'd to no Purpoſe ; and therefore it is without 
3 of receiving Satisfaction that I engage in the ſame 

nquiry. | 

Wel ſince it is our Duty to judge of the State of the Pub- 


Examination, I ſhall proceed, without being diſcouraged by 
the ill Succeſs of former Attempts, to diſcover the Motives of 
our late Meaſures, and the Ends intended to be produced by 
them. | 

Why the Queen of Hungary was not aſſiſted with Land- 
Forces, I ſhall at preſent forbear to ask; that ſhe expected 
them is indeed evident from her Solicitations, and, I ſup- Wn 
poſe, it is no leſs apparent from Treaties that ſhe had a Wl 
Right to expect them; nor am I able to conceive why Sub- Wl 
ſidies have been paid for Troops which are never to be em- 


the Plunder of a Nation which they cannot injure, and do 
not defend. e 188 

© But I know, my Lords, how eaſily it may be 1 
that the Expences of a Land- War are certain, and the Event 
hazardous, and that it is always prudent to act with evident 
Advantage on our Side, and that the Superiority of Great 
Britain conſiſts wholly in Naval Armaments. | 

That the Fleets of Great Britain are equal in Force and 


% 


of the World ; that our Admirals are Men of known Bra- 
very, and long Experience, and therefore formidable not 
only for their real Abilities and natural Courage, but for the 
Confidence which their Preſence neceſſarily excites. in their 
Followers, and the Terror which muſt always accompany 
Succeſs, and enervate thoſe who are accuſtomed to Defeats ; 
that our Sailors are a Race of Men diſtinguiſhed by their 
Ardour for War, and their Intrepidity in Danger, from the 
relt of the Human Species ; that they ſeem Beings ſuperior 
to Fear, and delighted with theſe Objects which cannot be 
named without filling every other Breait with Horror ; that 
they are capable of ruſhing upon apparent Deſtruct ion 
without Reluctance, and of Randing without Concern amidſt 
the complicated Terrors of a naval War, is univerſally 
known, and confeſſed, my Lords, even by thoſe whoſe In- 
tereſt it is to doubt or deny it. f 


| ( 131 | Ss 
«© Upon the Ocean, therefore, we are allowed to be irre- An. 15. Geo. II. 


ſiſtible, to be able to ſhut up the Ports of the Continent, 
impriſon the Nations of Earope within the Limits of their 
own Territories, deprive them of all Foreign Aſſiſtance, and 
put a Stop to the Commerce of the World. It is allowed 
that we are placed the Centinels at the Barriers of Nature, 
and the Arbiters of the Intercourſe of Mankind. 

« Theſe are Appellations, my Lords, which, however 
ſplendid and oſtentatious, our Anceſtors obtained and pre- 
ſerv'd with leſs Advantages than we poſſeſs, by whom, I am 
afraid, they are about to be forfeited. The Dominion of 
the Ocean was aſſerted, in former Times, in Oppoſition to 
Powers far more able to conteſt it, than thoſe whom we 
Wave fo long ſubmiſlively courted, and of whom we are now 
vidently afraid. | 


bnvinced, and it muſt be confeſſed, with whatſoever Shame, 
at their Opinion is well founded ; for to what Motive but 
ear can it be imputed, that we have ſo long ſupported their 
aſolence without Reſentment, and their Ravages without 
epriſals ; that we have fitted out Fleets without any Deſign 
f diſmiſſing them from our Harbours ; or ſent them to 
ea, only to be gazed at from the Shores by thoſe, whoſe 
enaces or Artifice had given Occaſion to their Equip- 
ent, and in whom they raiſed no other Emotions than Con- 
2mpt of our Cowardice, or Pity of our Folly ? 

To what, my Lords, can it be attributed that the Queen 
f Hungary has yet received no Aſſiſtance from Allies thus 
owerful ; from Allies whoſe Fleets cover the Sea, whoſe 
ommerce extends to the remoteſt Parts of the World, and 


eir Commerce. To what can we aſcribe the Confidence 
ith which the Houſe of Bourbon threatens the Ruin of a 
rinceſs, who numbers among her Allies the King of 
reat Britain? | | 

* Nothing is more evident, my .Lords, than that the 
Queen of Hungary has been diſappointed of the Advantages 
hich ſhe expected from her Friendſhip with this Nation; 
ly by a Degree of Cowardice too deſpicable to be mentio- 
2d without ſuch Terms, as the Importance of this Debate, 
d the Dignity of this Aſſembly, do not admit; nor is it 
ſs certain from the Conduct of her Enemies, that they 
new what would be our Meaſures, and confided in that 
owardice which has never yet deceived them.” 

* It cannot, my Lords, be aſſerted, that our Ally, how- 
er diſtreſſed, has yet received the leaſt Aſſiſtance from our 
rms; neither the Juſtice of our Cauſe has yet been able to 
awaken 


Ar. 


— 


For that we fear them, my Lords, they are ſufficientlyß 


hoſe Wealth may be juſtly expected to be Proportionate to 


It 
1. 
eien 


An. 18. Geo.11; awaken our Virtue, nor the inſeparable Union of her In- 


Fleet was unprotected by Ships of Force, and tho? they lay, 


Fl 
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tereſt with our own, to excite our Vigilance” | 
But perhaps, my Lords, we have had no Opportunity 
of exerting our Force, perhaps the Situation both of our E. 
nemies and Ally was ſuch, that neitlier the one could be 
protected, nor the other oppoſed, by a naval Power; And 
therefore our Inactivity was the Effect not of Want of Cou- 
rage, but Want of Opportunity.” | 5 


© Tho' our Miniſters, my Lords, have hitherto given ng 
eminent Proofs of Geographical Knowledge, or of very 
accurate Acquaintance with the State of Foreign Countries, 
yet there is Reaſon to believe that they muſt at ſome” Time 
have heard or read, that the Houſe of Auſtria has Territo- 
ries in 1taly ; they muſt have been informed, unleſs their 
Disburſements for Secret Service are beſtowed with very 
little Judgment, that againſt theſe Dominions an Army has 
been raiſed by the Spariards; and they muſt have diſcover: | 
ed, partly by the Information of their Correſpondents, part: 
ly by the Inſpection of a Map, and partly by that Sagacity 
which diſtinguiſhes them from all paſt and preſent Miniſter, 
that this Army was to be tranſported by Sea from the Coal 
of Spain to that of ah. | | 5 

This Knowledge, my Lords, however attained, might 
have furniſhed Minds, which have always been found fo fruit 
ful of Expedients, with a Method of hindering the Deſcent 
of the Spaniſb Troops, for which nothing more was neceb 
ſary than that they ſhould have ordered Admiral Haddoch, 
inſtead of roy before the Spaniſb Fleet of War aud 
watching them only that they might eſcape, to lie ſtill be 
fore Barcelona, where the Tranſports were ſtation'd, with! 
Convoy of only three Men of War, and hinder their D6 
parture. | "aw 

I hope it will be obſerved by your Lordſhips, that tho 
the Road of Barcelona is open and indefenſible ; tho? th 


I am informed, beyond the Reach of the Guns on the For 
tifications upon the Shore, I do not expect that Haaddi 
ſhould have deſtroyed the Army and the Ships. 

I am too well acquainted, my Lords, with the Leni 
of our Miniſters to the Enemies of their Country, and al 
too well convinced of the Prudence and Tenderneſs of tl 


Reſtrict ons by which the Power of our Admirals is Iimitet thi 
to expect that our Guns ſhould be ever uſed but in Salutatio 7 
of Reſpect, or Exultations on the Concluſion of a Pear 
I am convinced that our Miniſters would ſhudder at the Nau R. 
of Bloodſhed and Deſtruction, and that they had ratht I 


hear that a Thouſand Merchants were made Bankrupts 
| 8 „Prix 


„ 
Privateers, or, all our Allies deprived of their Dominions, Ai. 15. Geo. II, 
than that ane Saniſs Ship was ſunk or burnt by the Natives  #74*- 
oo ² pm ² . ! 
But, my Lords, tho they are willing to ſpare the 
Blood of their Enemies, yet ſurely they might have obſtruc- 
ted their Enterpriſes ; they might have withheld thoſe whom 
they were unwilling to ſtrike, and have endeavoured to 
fright thoſe whom they determined never to hurt. 
* To ſpeak in Terms more adapted to the Subject before 
us: That the Fleet of Spain, a Fleet of Tranſports with 
ſuch. a Convoy, ſhould lie three Weeks in an open Road, 
profeſſedly fitted out againſt an Ally united to us by every 
Tie of Nature and of Policy, by the Solemnity of Treaties 
and Conformity of Intereſt, that it ſhould lie undiſturbed, 
W-moſt within Sight of a Britiſb Navy; that it ſhould lie there 
not only without Danger, but without\Apprehenfion of Dan- 
er, has rais'd the Aſtoniſhment of every Nation in wart th 
as blaſted the Reputation of our Arms, impaired the In- 
luence of our Counſels, and weaken'd the Credit of our 
publick Faith. | 7 
There may be ſome, my Lords, that will impute this 
Abſurdity of our Conduct, this Diſregard of our Intereſt, 
his Deſertion of our Alliances, and this Neglect of the 
moſt apparent Opportunities of Succeſs, not to Cowardice 
but Treachery, a Cauſe more deteſtable becauſe more 
criminal. ep A f 
* This Opinion, my Lords, I think it unneceſſary to 
oppoſe, becauſe. it cannot be charged with Improbabi- 
lity, and becauſe I think it may be eaſily reconciled with 
my own Aſſertions; for Cowardice abroad produces Treache- 
ry at home, and they become Traytors to their Country who 
are hindred, by Cowardice, from the Proſecution of her In- 
tereſt, and the Oppoſition of her Enemies. mM 
It may however be proper to declare, my Lords, that I 
do not impute this fatal Cowardice to thoſe who are en- 
W trufted with the Command of our Navies, but to thoſe from 
whom they are obliged to receive their Inſtructions, and 
upon whom they unhappily depend for - the Advancement of 
their Fortunes, | 3 8 
* It is at leaſt reaſonable to impute Miſcarriages rather to 
thoſe, who are known to have giyen formerly ſuch Orders as 
a brave Admiral + periſhed under the ignominious Neceſſity 
of obſerving, than to thoſe of whom it cannot be ſaid thar 
any former Part of their Lives has, been ſtained with the 
| 8 of Cowardice ; at leaſt it is neceſſary to ſuſpend our 
Judgment till the Truth ſhall be made apparent by a rigid 
Enquiry, and it is therefore proper to offer an Addreſs in ge- 
neral 


T Admiral Hoſier. 


by, 


| (:1Q 1 hg 
An. 1 5. Geo, II. neral Terms, by which neither the Actions or Counſels of 
1741. any ſhall be condemned or approved. 3 
© It would be more unreaſonable to charge our Soldiers 
or our Sailors with Cowardice, becauſe they have ſhewn 
even in thoſe Actions which have failed of Succeſs, that 
they miſcarried rather thro' Temerity than Fear ; and that 
whenever they are ſuffered to attack. their Enemies they 
are ready to march forward, even where there is no Pol 
ſibility of retarning ; and that they are only to be withheld 
from Conqueſt by Obſtacles which human Nature cannot 


ſurmount. 


Hs Such, my Lords, was the State of thoſe Heroes that 
wt" | died under the Walls of Carthagena ; that died in an Enter- 
* priſe ſo ill concerted, that I ventured with no great Skill in 
War, and, without the leaſt pretence to Preſcience, to for- 
tel in this Houſe that it would miſcarry. 
© That it would, that it muſt miſcarry, that it was even 
intended only to amuſe the Nation with the Appearance of 
an Expedition, without any Deſign of weakening our E- 
nemies, was eaſily diſcovered ; for why elſe, my Lords, was 
the Army compoſed of Men newly drawn from the Shop 
and from the Plough, unacquainted with the Uſe of Arms, 
and ignorant of the very Terms of military Diſcipline, when | 
we had among us large Bodies of Troops long kept up un- 
der the Appearance of a regular Eſtabliſhment, Troops of 
whom we have long felt the Expence, but of which the 
Time is not, it ſeems, yet come, that we are to know the 
Ule.” | 
© Theſe Men, my Lords, who have ſo long practiſed the 
Motions of Battle, and who have given in the Park ſo many 
Proofs of their Dexterity and Activity, who have at leaſt 
learned to diſtinguiſh the different Sounds of the Drum, and 
know the Faces and Voices of their ſubaltern Officers at leaſt, 
might have been imagined better qualified for an Attempt 
upon a foreign Kingdom, than thoſe who were neceſſarily 
Strangers to every part of the military Operations ; and might 
have been ſent upon our firſt Declaration of War, while the 
new raiſed Forces acquired at home the ſame Arts under the 
ſame InſpeQion.” | 
But, my Lords, whether it was imagined that new 
Forces would be long before they learned the implicite Obe- 
dience neceſſary to a Soldier; whether it was imagined that 


it would not be eaſy on a ſudden to collect Troops of Men iq 
ſo tall and well-proportioned, or ſo well {cill'd in the Martial 
Arts of curling and powdering their Hair; or whether it 
would have been dangerous to have deprived the other A 


Houſe of the Councils and Votes of many worthy Members, . 
| who 


„ : 
who had at the ſame. Time a Seat in Parliament, and a An. 15. Geo: It 
Commiſſion in the Army, it was thought neceſſary to ſend 1741. 
out raw Forces to attack our Enemies, and to keep our diſ- 
ciplin'd Troops at Home to awe the Nation.“ 
Nor did the Miniſter, my Lords, think it ſufficient to 
obſtruct the Expedition to the MWeſt Indies, by employing new 
raiſed Troops, unleſs they were likewiſe placed under the Com- 
mand of an Officer, who, though of undoubted Courage, was 
with Reſpect to the Conduct of an Army, as ignorant as 
themſelves. It was therefore determin'd, my Lords, that 
all thoſe Officers who had gain'd Experience in former Wars, 
and purchaſed Military Knowledge by perſonal Danger, 
ſhould be diſappointed and rejected, for the Sake of ad- 
vaiicing a Man, who, as he had leſs Skill, was leſs likely to 
de ſucceſsful, and was therefore more proper to direct an 
Expedition propoſed only to intimidate the Britiſb Nation. 
That the Event was ſuch as might be expected from the 
eans, your Lordſhips need not to be inform'd, nor can: 
be queſtion'd with what Intentions theſe Means were. 
ontrived.” ; bee 
I am very far, my Lords, from charging our Miniſters 
vith Ignorance, or upbraiding them with Miſtakes on this 
Dccaſion, for their whole Conduct has been uniform, and 
ll their Schemes conſiſtent with each other; nor do I doubt 
heir Knowledge of the Conſequence of their Meaſures ſo 
ar as diſcoverable by human Foreſight.” | 
Whether they have carried on Negotiations, or made 


9 ar; whether they have conducted our own Affairs, or 
ny hoſe of our Ally the Queen of Hungary, they have till 
11 liſcovered the ſame Intention, and promoted it by the ſame 
d eans. They have ſuffered the Spaniſb Fleets to fail firſt 


or Supplies from one Port to another, and then from the 
oaſts of Spain to thoſe of the Weſt- Indies. They have permit - 
ed the Spaniards without Oppoſition to land in 7raly, when 
t was not neceſſary even to with-hold them from it by any 
Wctual Violence; for had the Fleet, my Lords, been un- 
der my Command, I would have only ſent the Spaniſoꝰ Ad- 
iral a Prohibition to fail, and I am ſure it would have 
been obſerved.” 2? | 
By They have neglected to purchaſe the Friendſhip of the 
ding of Prufia, which might perhaps have been obtained 
pon eaſy Terms, but which they ought to have gained at 
al A hatever Rate; and to conclude, we have been lately in- 
ormed that the Neutrality for Hanover is ſigned.” 1 


— Such, my Lords, is the Conduct of the Miniſtry, by 
ad which it cannot be denied that we are involved in many 


Difficulties, and expoſed to great Contempt, but from this 
yho VoL, VIII. * 0 0 f Con- 


An. x5. Geo. II. Contempt we may recover, and diſentangle ourſelves from 


hy poſte to thoſe by which we have been reduced to gur 
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theſe Difficulties, by a vigorous Proſecution of Meaſures op- 


preſent State.” | . | "I 
If we conſider without that Confuſion which Fear na- 


turally produces, the Circumſtances of our Affairs, it will 
appear that we have Opportunities in our Hands of re- 
covering our Loſſes, and re-eftabliſhing our Reputation; 
thoſe Loſſes which have been ſuffered while we had two 
hundred Ships of War at Sea, which have permitted three 
hundred Merchant Ships to be taken; and that Reputation 
Which has been deſtroy'd when there was no Temptation 
either to a Compliance with our Enemies, or to a Deſertion 
of our Friends. Fu 5 
© It is well known, my Lords, that we make War at 
preſent rather with the Queen than the People of Spain; 
and it is reaſonable to conclude, that a War carried on con- 
trary to the general Good and againit the general Opinion 
cannot be laſting.” | . . 
© Tt is certain, that the Spaniards, whenever they have 
been attacked by Men acquainted with the Science of War, 
and furniſhed with neceſſary Stores for hoſtile Attempts, 
have diſcovered either Ignorance or Cowardice, and have 
either fled meanly or reſiſted unſkilfully.* | 
© It is therefore probable, my Lords, that either our 
Enemies will deſiſt from the Proſecution of a War, which 
few of them approve ; or that we ſhall by vigorous Deſcents 
upon their Coats, and their Colonies, the Interruption of 
their Trade, and the Diminution of their Forces, . ſoon com- 
pel them to receive Peace upon our own Terms.” 3 
But theſe Advantages, my Lords, are only to be ex- 
peed from a Change of Conduct, which Change can never 
be produced by a ſeeming Approbation of the paſt Mex 
ſores. I am therefore of Opinion, that we ought to ad- 
dreſs the Throne in general Terms, according to the ancient 
Practice of this Houſe.”  _ ICIS 7 wo” 
In conſidering the Addreſs propoſed, I cannot but con- 
clude that it is too extenfive, and that. it would be more 
forcible if it was more conciſe; to ſhorten it will be no dif- 
ficult Task, by the Omiſſion of all the Clauſes that corre- 
ſpond with particular Parts of his Majeſty's Speech, which 
I cannot diſcover the Neceſſity of repeating.” 
In the Congratulation to bis Majeſty upon his Retutn 
to his once glorious Dominions, no Lord ſhall concur more 
readily or more zealouſly than my ſelf, nor ſhall. I even de- 
ny to extend my Compliments to the Miniſtry, when it 


ſhall appear that they deſerve them ; but I am never willing 
. Z SS . 
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to be laviſh of Praiſe, becauſe it becomes leſs. valuable by An. 15. Geo. II. 
being prodigally beſtow'd, and on Occaſions ſo important as 174% 
this, I can never conſent to praiſe before I have examined, | 
becauſe Enquiry comes too late after Approbation.” e 


* 


The Earl of Cho/mondeley * ſpoke next, 

My Lords, | 8 1 

If the Dangers that threaten our Happineſs and our 
Safety be ſuch as they have been repreſented ; if Ambition 
has extended her Power almoſt beyond a Poſſibility of Re- 
ſiſtance, and Oppreſſion elated with Succeſs, begins to de- 
ſign no leſs than the univerſal Slavery of Mankind; if the 
Powers of Europe ſtand aghaſt at the Calamities which hang 
over them, and liſten with helpleſs Confuſion to that Storm 
which they can neither avoid nor reſiſt, how ought our Con- 
duct to he influenced by this uncommon State of Affairs? 
Ought we not to catch the Alarm while it is poſſible to make 
Preparation againſt the Danger? Ought we not to im- 
prove, with the utmoſt Diligence, the important Interval? 
To unite our Counſels for the Protection of Liberty, and 
exert all our Influence againſt the common Enemies of 
Society, the unwearied Diſturbers of the Tranquility of 
Mankind ? . 

To what Purpoſe, my Lords, are the Miſeries that the 
preſent Diſtractions of Europe may bring upon us, ſo pathe- 


E 5 E 7 © wo UN — * — 


— 7 


r tically deſcribed, and ſo accurately enumerated, if they are 3 
h to produce no Effect upon our Counſels? And what Effect 
x can be wiſhed from them, but Unanimity, with that Vigour 


and Diſpatch which are its natural Conſequences, and that 
Succeſs which generally attends Steadineſs and Expedition ? 
It might be hoped, my Lords, that thoſe who have ſa 
clear a View of our preſent Embarraſſments, and whoſe Sa- 
gicity and Acuteneſs expoſe them to a Senſibility of future 
Miſeries, perhaps more painful than would be excited by 
any preſent and real Calamities, ſhould not be thus tortured. 
to no Purpoſe. Every Paſſion, my Lords, has its proper 
Object by which it may be laudably gratified, and every 
Diſpoſition of Mind may be directed to uſeful Ends. The 
true Uſe of that Foreſight of future Events, with which 
ſome great Capacities are ſo eminently endowed, is that of 
producing Caution and ſuggeſting Expedients. What Ad- 
vantage, my Lords, would it be to Navigators that their 
Pilot could by any preternatural Power diſcover Sands or 
Rocks, if he was too negligent or too ſtubborn to turn the 
Veſſel out of the Danger? | a 
1741 KS: 06 © Or 


Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaſter. 


An. 15. Geo. 11. Or how, my Lords, to purſue the Compariſon, would that 


1741. 


from Union and Concurrence; for when the different Mem- 
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Pilot be treated by the Crew, who, aſter having informed 
them of their Approach to a Shoal or Whirlpool, and ſet 
before them, with all his Rhetorick, the Horours of a Ship: 
wreck, ſhould, inſtead of directing them to avoid Deſtructi. 
on, and aſſiſting their Endeavours for their common Safety, 
amuſe them with the Miſcarriages of paſt Voyages, and the 
Blunders and Stupidity of their former Pilot.” hy 
Whether any Parallel can be formed between ſuch ill. 
timed Satire, avd wild Miſconduct, and the Manner in which 
your Lordſhips have been treated on this Occaſion, it is not 
my Province to determine. Nor have I any other Defign 
than to ſhew that the only proper Conduct in time of real 
Danger is Preparation againſt it, and that Wit and Elo. 
quence themſelves, if employ'd to any other Purpoſe, loſe 
their Excellence, becauſe they loſe their Propriety.” | 
It does not appear, my Lords, that the Addreſs now pro- 
one includes any Approbation of paſt Meaſures, and there- 
ore it is needleſs to enquire on this Occaſion whether the 
Conduct of our Miniſters or Admirals deſerves Praife or 
A | | | | 
It does not appear, my Lords, that bycenſuring any Part 
of our late Conduct, however detrimental to the Publick it 
may at preſent be imagined, any of our Loſſes will be re- 
13 or any part of our Reputation retrieved ; and there 
ore, ſuch Proceedings would only retard our Counſels, and 
divert our Thoughts from more important Conſiderations; 
Conſiderations which his Majeſty has recommended to us, 
and which cannot be more ſtrongly preſſed upon us than by 
the noble Lord who oppoſed the Motion; for he moſt power- 
fully incites to Unanimity and Attention who moſt ſtrongly 
repreſents the Danger of our Situation. | 
Of the good Effects of publick Conſultations, I need not 
obſerve, my Lords, that they ariſe from the joint Endeavour 
of many Underſtandings co-operating to the ſame End; from 
the Reaſonings and Obſervations of many Individuals of 
different Studies, Inclinations and Experience, all directed 
to the Illuſtration of the ſame Queſtion, which is therefore 
ſo accurately diſcuſſed, ſo variouſly illuſtrated, and ſo am- 
ply diſplay'd, that a more comprehenſive View is obtained 
of its Relations and Conſequences, than can be hoped from 
the Wiſdom or Knowledge of any ſingle Man.“ 
Bat this Advantage, my Lords, can only be expected 


bers of a National Council enter with different Deſigns, and 
exert their Abilities not ſo much to promote any general Pur- 
poſes, as to obviate the Meaſures, and confute the Argu- 

RE ments 


C- as} | 
ments of each other, the Publick is deprived of all the Be- An. 16. Geo. II. 
nefit that might be expected from the collective Wiſdom of 1741. 
Parliaments, whatever may be the Capacity of thoſe who 
compoſe them. A Parliament thus divided will perhaps con- 
clude with leſs Prudence than any fingle Member, as any 
Man may more eafiy diſcover Truth without Aſſiſtance, 
than when others of equal Abilities are employed in perplex- 
ing his Enquiries.” ; 

Thus, my Lords, it might be ſafer for a Nation, even 
in Time of Terror and Diſorder, to be deprived of the Coun- 
ſels of this Houſe, than to confide in the Determinations of 
a Parliament not uniform in its Views, nor connected in its 
Intereſts ; a Parliament from which little can be hoped by 
thoſe who obſerve that it cannot, without a tedious Debate, 
prolonged with all the Heat of Oppoſition, diſpatch the firſt 
and moſt curſory Part of publick Buſineſs, — only an Ad- 
Ireſs of Thanks for his Majeſty's Speech.“ h | 

It has been for a long Time a Practice too frequent, to 
onfound paſt with preſent Queſtions, to perplex every De- 
ate by an endleſs Multiplication of Objects, and to obſtruct 
ur Determinations by ſubſtituting one Enquiry in Place of a- 
other. | | 
* Theonly Queſtion, my Lords, now before us is, whether 
he Addreſs whieh the noble Lord propoſed, implies any 
ommendation of paſt Meaſures, not whether thoſe Meaſures 
deſerve to be commended ; which is an Enquiry not at 
reſent to be purſued, becauſe we have not now before us 
Che Means of attaining Satisfaction in it, and which ought 
Cherefore to be delayed till it ſhall be your Lordſhips Plea- 
ure to appoint a Day for examining the State of the Nation, 
nd to demand thoſe Letters, Inſtructions and Memorials, 
hich are neceſſary to an accurate and Parliamentary Diſqui- 
ition.“ 5 
In the mean Time, ſince it is at leaſt as expedient for 
ne to vindicate, as for others to accuſe thoſe of whoſe Con- 
juct neither they nor IJ have yet any regular Cogniſance; 
nd I may juſtly expect from the Candour of your Lordſhips, 
hat you will be no leſs willing to hear an Apologiſt than a 


ore 

m- enſurer, I will venture to ſuſpend the true Queſtion a few 
ned Moments, to juſtify a Conduct ſo wantonly and fo contemp- 
om uouſly derided.” 


* That the Preſervation of the Houſe of Auſtria, my 


ted ords, ought to engage the cloſeſt Attention of the Brit/h 
em- ation, is freely confeſſed. It is evident that by no other 
and eans our Commerce, our Liberty, or our Religion can be 
ur- cured, or the Houſe of Bourbon reſtrained from overwhel- 


gu- ing the Univerſe. It is allowed that the Queen of Hun- 
ents | | CF 


* 


| | | „ | 
An. 15. Geo. II. gary has a Claim to our Aſſiſtance by other Ties than thoſe of 
174k Intereſt; that it was promiſed upon the Faith of Treaties, 
and it is demanded by the loudeſt Calls of Honour, Juſtice 

and Compaſſion. And did it not appear too juvenile and r 

mantic, I might add, that her perſonal Excellencies are ſuch az 

might call Armies to her Aſſiſtance from the remoteſt Cornen 

of the Earth; that her Conſtancy in the Aſſertion of her 

1 Rights might animate every generous Mind with equal Fim. 

1 neſs; and her Intrepidity in the midft of Danger and Diſtreſs, 

(when every Day brings Accounts of new Encroachments, 

Wt b and every new Encroachment diſcourages thoſe from whom 

* N She may Claim Afiſtance from declaring in her Favour) 

. | might inſpire with Ardour for her Preſervation all thoſe in 

way, whom Virtue can excite Reverence, or whom Calamitie 

'8 unjuſtly inflited can touch with Indignation. 

141.0 Nor am II afraid to affirm, my Lords, that the Condi- 
tion of chil illuſtrious Princeſs raiſed all theſe Emotions in 
the Court of Britian, and that the Vigour of our Proceed. 

| | ings will appear proportioned to our Ardour for her Sue. 

. | ceſs. No ſooner was the true State of Affairs inconteſtably 

Ern, than twelve thouſand auxiliary Troops were hired, 
and commanded to march to her Aſſiſtance, but her Aﬀain 
making it more eligible for her to employ her own Subjech 
in her Defence, and the Want of Money being the only Ob. 
ſtacle that hindered her from raiſing Armies proportioned 
to thoſe of her Enemies, ſhe required, that inſtead 0f 
Troops a Supply of Money might be ſent her, with which 
his Majeſty willingly complied. rl, | 
The Brit; Miniſters in the mean Time, endeavoured 
by the moſt importunate Solicitations to animate her Allies u 
equal Vigour, or to procure her Aſſiſtance from other Powen 
whoſe Intereſt was more remotely affected by her Diſtreſs ; if 
the Effects of their Endeavours are not yet manifeſt, it cannat 
be imputed to the want either of Sincerity, or Application; 
and if any other Powers ſhould be perſuaded to arm in the 
common Cauſe, it ought to be aſcribed to the Influence of 
Britiſb Counſels.“ : | 
In the Proſecution of the War with §yain, it does nd 
appear, my Lords, that any Meaſures have been negleRed, 
which Prudence or Bravery or Experience could be expedted 
to dictate. If we have ſuffered greater Loſſes than we ex 
pected, if our Enemies have been ſometimes favoured by the 
Winds, or ſo happy as to conceal their Deſigns, and elude 
the Diligence ot our Commanders, who is to be cenſured? 
Or what is to be concluded, but that which never was dent 
ed, that the Chance of War is uncertain ? 

It was the general Opinion of the People of Great 

| Britait, 
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6 23 ) 
m al Ex tions, that in declaring War upon Spain, 
— L judo chaſtiſe the Inſolence of a Nation of 
helpleſs Savages, wha might indeed rob a defenceleſs Trader, 
but who could only hold up their Hands and cry out for 
Mercy, when Ships of War ſhould be fitted out againſt them. 
They imagined that the Fortifications of the Spanih Cita- 
dels would be abandoned at the firſt Sound of. Cannon, and 
Standard of Great Britain. | N Wks, 
It was not remembered, my Lords, that the greateſt 
Part of our Trade. was carried on in Sight of the Spaniſb 
Coaſts, and that our Merchants muſt be conſequently expoſed 
to inceſſant Moleſtation.from light Veſſels, which our Ships 
of War could not purſue over Rocks and Shallows. That 
a trading Nation muſt always make War with a Nation that 


more expoſed to Privateers. How much we had to fear on 
10 this Account was ſhewn us by the late War with France, in 
J yhich the Privateers of a few petty Ports, injured the Com- 


merce of this Nation more than all their Fleets, "x 
* My Lords, it would very little become this auguſt Af- 


ſince, on many Occaſions, the wiſeſt Meaſures may be defeat - 
xd by unforeſeen Accidents, | 7 1 

That any of theſe Apologies are neceſſary to the Admi- 
iſtration, Jam far from intending to infinuate, for I know 
ot that we have failed of Succeſs in any of our Deſigns, 
except the Attack of Carthagena, of which the Miſcarriage 
annot at leaſt be imputed to the Miniſtry ; nor 1s it evident 


bat any other Cauſes of it are to be aſſigned than the Diffi- 


ation make War, without experiencing ſome Diſappoint- 
ments ? | 1 
the © Theſe Conſiderations, my Lords, I thought myſelf oblig- 
„out of Regard to Truth and Juſtice, to lay before you, 
o diſſipate thoſe Suſpicions which might have ariſen from a 
ferent Repreſentation of our late Meaſures 3 for I cannot 
ut once more obſerve, that a Vindication of the Conduct 
f the Miniſtry is by no Means a neceſſary Preparative to 
he Addreſs propoſed. . | | | | 
* The Addreſs offered to your Lordſhips cannot be faid 
d contain any more than a general Anſwer to his Majeſty's 
peech, and ſuch Declaraiions of our Duty and Affection, 


im on ſuch Occaſions. | 
* If our Allies have been negleRed or betrayed, my Lords, 
| F- 0 


that their Armies would turn their Backs at the Sight of the 


has fewer Merchants, under the Diſadvantage. of being 


Wcmbly to confound want of Prudence with want of Succeſs, 


ulty of the Enterpriſe: And when, my Lords, did any 


are always due to our Sovereign, and al ways expected by 


Britain, my Lords, if the general Opinion may be collected An. 25. Oeo. II. 
7 1741. 


Ld Talbot. 


An. 15. Geo. II. we ſhall ſtill be at Liberty to diſcover and to pariſh 
5 1741. / 


fore you, there is little Neceſſity for another Attempt to con- 


omitted which our Intereſt required 5. 


| Neceſlity of retrieving by War the Loſſes ſuſtain'd by dil 


(.24 ) 


Treachery ſo reproachful to the Britiß Nation. If in the 
War againſt Spain we have failed of Succeſs, we ſhall ftill 
reſerve in our own Hands the Right of enquiring whether 
we were unſucceſsful by the Superiority of our Enemies, or 
by our on Fault; whether our Commanders wanted Or- 
ders, or neglected to obey them; for what Clauſe can be 
produced in the Addreſs by which any of theſe Enquiries 
can be ſuppoled to be predetermined ? Wy 

© Let us therefore remember, my Lords, the Danger of 
our preſent State and the Neceſſity of Steadineſs and Vi- 
gour for our own Preſervation and that of Europe; let us re- 
member that our Example may be of equal Uſe with our 
Aſſiſtance, and that both the Allies and Subjects of Great 
Britain will be united by our Harmony, and diſtracted by 
our Diviſions ; let us therefore endeavour to promote the ge- 
neral Intereſt of Europe, by an unanimous Addreſs to his 
Majeſty upon this Occaſion.” .“. | FIN 

Then Lord Ta/be? ſtood up and ſpoke to this Effect: 

My Lords, | | £ 

After the Diſplay of the preſent State of | Europe, and 
the Account of the Meaſures of the Britiſb Miniſters, which 
the Noble Lord, who ſpoke againit the Motion, has laid be- 


vince you, that our Liberty, and the Liberty of Europe are 
in Danger, or of diſturbing your Reflections by another J 
Enumeration of Follies and Misfortunes. 5 0 
To mention the Folly of our Meaſures is ſuperfl 9 
likewiſe for another Reaſon, they who do not already ac- [ 
knowledge it may be juſtly ſuſpected of ſuppreſſing their Con- e 
viction; for how can it be poſſible, that they who cannot c. 
point out one Enterpriſe wiſely concerted and ſucceſsfully p 
executed, can yet ſincerely declare, that nothing has been 


The Meaſures, my Lords, now purſued, are the ſame Wi c: 
which for near Two Years palt have kept the whole Nation pe 
in continual Diſturbance, and have raiſed the Indignation of 
every Man, whoſe private Intereſt is not promoted by them. 
Theſe Meaſures cannot be ſaid to be raſnly cenſured, or con- 
demned before they are ſeen in their full Extent, for they 
have been proſecuted, my Lords, with all the Confidence 
of Authority, and all the Perſeverance of Obſtinacy, with- 
out any other Oppoſition than fruitleſs Complaints, or Petitt- 
ons unregarded. And what Conſequences have they produc: 
ed? What but Poverty and Diſtraction at Home, and the 
Contempt and Inſults of Foreign Powers? What but the 


tory 
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only Folly and Cowardice have involved us? 


plain of, Might we not have hop'd for Succeſs, if we had 
made a ſuitable -Preparation ? And how is this to be done, 
but by comparing our Forces with that of our Enemy? Hence 


was not to be reſiſted by Spain, and therefore demanded that 


ſo deſpicable an Enemy. „ | | 

That we did not foreſee all the Conſequences of this De- 
mand we are now ready to confeſs ; we did not conjecture 
that new Troops would be raiſed for the Invaſion of the Spa- 


with our Enemies. We did not imagine that the Superiority 
of our Naval Force would produce no other Conſequence 
than an Inequality of Expence, and that the Royal Navies 
of Great Britain would be equipp'd only for Show, only to 


of our Merchant Ships, that they might be more eaſily 
taken by the Spaniſb Privateers. 


e out under the Command of experienc'd Admirals, and float 
u. upon the Ocean equally inoffenſive as a common Packet - Boat. 
re But not to ſpeak: any longer, my Lords, in Terms ſo 
er little ſuited to the Importance of the Queſtion, the Succeſs 


of War is only to be eſtimated by the Advantages which are 
gained in Proportion to the Loſs which is ſuffered, of which 
Loſs the Expences occaſioned by the War are always the 
chief Part, and of Which it is therefore uſual, at the Con- 
cluſion of a Peace, for the conquer'd Power to promiſe 
Payment, | 1 — | 

Let us examine, my Lords, in Conſequence of this Poſi- 
tion, the Succeſs of our preſent War againſt Spain, let us 
conſider what each Nation has ſuffered, and it will eaſily ap- 
pear how juſtly we boaſt of the Wiſdom of our Meaſures. 

It is not on this Occaſion neceſſary to aſſert what cannot 


m. be denied, that our Expences have neither ntributed to our 
on own Defence. nor to the Diſadvantage of the Spaniards. 

hey * No Nation ever beheld its Treaſures ſo profuſely ſquan- 
5 der'd, erer paid Taxes ſo willingly, and ſo patiently ſaw 
ith- | 


them perverted; for it cannot, my Lords, be proved, that 
any Part of our Preparations has produced a proportionate 
Effect ; but it may be readily ſhewn how many Fleets have 
the g been equipped only that the Merchants might want Sailors, 
the WWF and that the publick Stores might be waſted. S 

= Vor. VIII. D | "a 
0 | 


Nothing, my Lords, is more aſtoniſhing than to hear it 
aſſerted in this Houſe, that we have no ill Succeſs to com- 


we were inclined to believe that the Power of Great Britain 


our Merchants ſhould be no longer plunder'd: or inſulted by 
niſd Dominions, only that we might be reduc'd to a Level 


harraſs the Sailors with Impreſſes, and to weaken the Crews 


We did not expect, my Lords, that our Navies would ſail 


tory Negotiations ; and the Miſcarriages bf a War, in which An. 15. Geo. II. 
| 1 


An. I & Geo. II. 
impated only to the Chance of War, it will be reaſonable, 


1 741. 
ILY Yo 


rience of our Troops, and the Eſcape of the Spaniards mn 


their Garriſons; had our Troops been acquainted -with 


their Crews, to ſapply Ships of War with uſeleſs Hands. 


II our Fleets had been ſent ſooner into that Part of the 


\ 


5 SEL; 1 
I: As to our ll Succeſs in the West Indies, which W 


my Lords, to aſcribe to other Cauſes ſo, much of it as might 
have been prevented by a more. ſpeedy- Reinforcement; of 
Vernon, or may be ſuppoſed to have ariſen from the Inexpe- 


Ferol. 
World, the Spaniards would have had no Time to ſtrengthen 


Diſcipline, the Attack would have been made with greater 
Judgment; and had not the Spaniards eſcaped from - Forgh 
we ſhould bave had no Enemy in the Veſt Indies to encoun- 
ter. Had all our Miniſters and all our Admirals done their 
Duty, it is evident that not only Carthagena had been taken, 
but that half the Dominions of Spain might now have own'd 
the Sovereignty of the Crown of Great Britain. 
But of all our Armaments it does not appear any EffcR 
has been felt but by ourſelves, it cannot be diſcover'd that 
they even raiſed any Alarms, either in our Enemies or their 
Allies, by whom perhaps it was too well known that they 
were only deſign'd as Puniſhments for the Merchants of 
Great Britain. 

That our Merchants have already been ſeverely. chaſli 
6d for their Inſolence in complaining of their Loſſes,” and 
their Raſhneſs in raiſing a Regard for its Commerte, its Ho- 
hour and its Rights, is evident from a Liſt of 300 Ships 
taken by the Spaniards, ſome of which were abandoh'd by 
their Convoys, and others ſeiz d within Sight of the Coal 
of Great Britain. 

It may be urged, my Lords, that the Spaziteds bave 
likewiſe loſt a great Number of Veſſels ; but what elſe could 
they expect when they engaged in a War againſt the greateſt 
Naval Power of the Univerſe ? And it is to be remember'd, 
that the Spaiards have this Conſolation in their Mis fortunes 
that of their Ships none have been deſerted by their Con. 
voys, or wilfully expoſed to Capture, by being robbed of 


The Spaninrds will likewiſe conſider that they have nat 
fitted out Fleets only to amuſe the Populace. They com- 
fort themſelves with the Hope that the People of Great Hri 
tain will ſoon be reduc'd to a State of Weakneſs belov 
themſelves, and wait patiently for the Time in which he 
Maſters of the Sea ſhall receive from them the Regulation d 
their Commerce and the Limits of their Navigation. 

Nor can it be doubted, my Lords, but that by 9 


| „„ f | 

to theſe Meaſures, our Miniſters will in a ſhort Time gratify An. 15. Geo. II. 
their Hopes. an GAN | | 1741. 

That this has been hitherto the State of the War be 
tween Great Britain and Spain, it is not neceſſary to prove : 
to your Lordſhips, it is apparent that the Expences of the 

Spaniards have been far leſs than thoſe of Great Britain, and 

therefore if we ſhould ſappoſe the actual Loſſes of War equal, 
we are only wearing out our Force in uffleſs Efforts, and 
our Enemies grow every Day comparatively ſtronger. | 

But, my Lords, let us not flatter ourſelves that our ae- 


. 
a tual Loſſes have been equal, let us, before we determine this 
. Queſtion, accurately compare the Number and the Value of 
I our Ships and Cargoes with thoſe of the Spaniards, and fee 
4 on which Side the Loſs will fall. | ae 
And let us not forget, what in all the Calculations which 
, I have yet ſeen on either Part, has been totally overlooked, 
d the Number of Men kill'd, or Captives in the Britiſb or 
| Spaniſh Dominions,” Men, my Lords, are at once Strength, 
: and Riches, and therefore it is to be conſidered that the 
t moſt irreparable Loſs which any Nation can ſuſtain, is the 
Diminution of its People : Money may be repaid, and Com- 
y merce may be recovered, even Liberty may be regain'd,: but 
f the Loſs of People can never be retrieved. Even the twen- 

tieth Generation may have Reaſon to exclaim-—how much 
. more numerous and more powerful would this Nation have 
q been, had our Anceſtors not been betrayed in the Expediti- 
" on to Cartbagena . FR? 
* What Loſs, my Lords, have the Spaniards ſuſtained 
» which can be put in Ballance with that of our Army in the 
be Weft-Indies, an Army given up to an unhealthy Climate, and 
| of which thoſe who periſhed by the Sword, were in reality 
9 reſcued from a more lingering Death? ; 
1 © What Equivalent can be mentioned for the Liberty of 
1 Multitudes of Britons now languiſhing in the Priſons of Spain, 
F or compelled to aſſiſt the Enemies of their Country? What 
8 have the Spainards ſuffered that can be oppoſed to the De- 
* triment which the Commerce of this Nation feels from the 
bf Impriſonment of our Sailors ? | 

* Theſe, my Lords, are Loſſes not to be parallel'd by the 

a Deſtruction of Porto Bello, even though that Expedition 
* ſhould be aſcribed to the Miniſtry. Theſe are Loſſes which 
mn may extend their Conſequences to many Ages. 25 
on It is not to be imagined, my Lords, that in this Time of 
2s imminent Danger, any Man will engage in naval Buſineſs 
of who can exerciſe any other Profeſſion ; and therefore the 


Death cr Captivity of a Sailor leaves a Vacancy in our Com- 
merce, ſince no other will be ready to ſupply his Place. 
1741. | D 2 Thus 


| e CTCTCT 227 ned, es 
An. 15. Geo. II. Thus by Degrees the Continuance of the War will contra 
1741. our Trade, thoſe Parts of it which we cannot qccupy 
will be ſnatch'd by the French or Datch, from whom it 
is not probable they will ever be recovere. 
This, my Lords, is another Diſadvantage to which the 
Spaniards are not expoſed ; for their Traffick being only 
from one Part of their Dominions to another, cannot be 
deſtroyed, but will, after the ſhort . Interruption of a War, 
be again equally certain and profitable. | 
It appears, therefore, my Lords, that we have hitherto } 
ſuffered more than the Spaniards, more than the Nation 
which we have ſo much Reaſon to deſpiſe ; it appears. that 
our Fleets have been uſeleſs, and that our Troops have been 
only ſent out to be deſtroyed ; and it will therefore ſurely be 
allowed me to aſſert· That the War has not been hitherto 
ſucceſsful. e WENN 5 
I am therefore of Opinion, my Lords, that as the Ad- 
dreſs, now propoſed, cannot but be underſtood both by his 
Majeſty and the Nation, to imply in ſome Degree an Appro- 
| bation of that Conduct, which is ſo far from having any 
Title to it, that it ought never to be mentioned but with 
Horrour and Contempt, it will be unworthy of this Houſe, 
offenſive to the whole Nation, and unjuſt to his Majeſty. 
© His Majeſty, my Lords, has ſummoned us to adviſe 
him in this important Juncture, and the Nation expects 
from our Determinations its Relief or its Deſtruction, nor 
will either have much to hope from our Counſels, if in out 
firſt publick Act we impoſe upon them in this Manner. 
It ſeems therefore neceſſary to change the common Form 
of our Addrefles to the Throne, to do once at leaſt what his 
Majeſty demands and the People expect, and to remember 
that no Characters are more inconſiſtent, than thoſe of a 
Counſellor of the King, and a Flatterer of the Miniſtry.“ 
F. of Abingdon. Then the Earl of Abingdon ſpoke as follows: 
My Lords, . | 
I have always obſerved that Debates are frequently pro- 
longed by Neglect of Method, and therefore think it 
neceſſary to move, That the Queſtion may be read, that the 
noble Lords who ſhall be inclined to give their Sentiment 
upon it, may not deviate into any . Conſiderations foreign 
to the Point.” 
Lord Carteret, The Queſtion being read accordingly, the Lord Carteret 
ſpoke to the following Purpoſe : | 
My Lords, | 
* I am convinced of the Propriety of the laſt Motion, by 
the Advantage which it has afforded me of viewing more de- 
liberately and diſtinctly the Quettion before us; the Con- 
ſideration 


o 


t 9). 


on of the Speech, and that the Speech was drawn up only 
to betray us into ay Encomium on' the Miniſtry ; who, as 
they certainly have not deſerved any Commendations, will, 
1 hope, not receive them from your Lordſhips. For what 
has been the Reſult of all their Meafures, but a general 
Confuſion, the depreſſing of our own Nation and our Allies, 
and the Exaltation of the Houſe of Bourbon ? 4 1 
« It is univerſally allowed my Lords, and therefore need- 
Jeſs to prove, that the Liberties of Europe are now in the utmoſt 
Danger ; that the Houſe of Bourbon, has arrived almoſt at 
that exalted Pinacle of Authority, from whence it will look 
down with Contempt upon all other Powers, to which it will 
ence forward preſcribe Laws at Pleaſure. 1 
That Great Britan will be long exempted from the ge- 
eral Servitude, that we ſhall be able to ſtand alone againſt 
the whole Power of Europe, which the French may then bring 
down upon us, and preſerve ourſelves independent, while 
very other Nation acknowledges her Authority is by no 
Means likely, and might be perhaps demonſtrated to be im- 
poſſible. 5 | : 
How long we might be able to retain our Liberty, it is 
beyond the Reach of Policy to determine ; but as it is evi- 
Cent, that when the Empire is ſubdued, the Durch will 
quickly fall under the ſame Dominion, and that all their 
Ports and Commerce will then be in the Hands of the 
French, it cannot be denied that our Trade will quickly be 
it an End. We ſhall then loſe the Dominion of the Sea, 
and all our diſtant Colonies and Settlements, and be ſhut up 
n our own Iſland, where the Continuance of our Liberties 
an be determined only by the Reſolution with which we 
all defend them. 3 „ 
That this, my Lords, muſt probably be in a few Years 
dur State, if the Schemes of the Houſe of Bourbon ſhould. 
ucceed, is certain beyond Controverſy ; and therefore it is 
evident, that no Man to whom ſuch a Condition does not 
appear eligible, can look unconcerned at the Confuſion of 
he Continent, or conſider the Deſtruction of the Houſe of 
u/tria, without endeavouring to prevent it. 
But, my Lords, tho“ ſuch Endeavours are the Duty of 
all who are engaged in the Tranſaction of publick Affairs; 
ho' the Importance of the Cauſe of the Queen of Hungary 
de acknowledged in the Speech to which we are to return 
an Addreſs ; it does not appear that the Miniſters of Great 
Britain have once attempted to aſſiſt her, or have even for- 
dorn any Thing which might aggravate her Diſtreſs. _ 
f o 
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ſideration of which has . ory Ls wi own Opinions An: 45; Ges H.. 
that the Addreſs now propoſed is anly a flattering Repetiti- 2741. 
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An. 15. Geo, II. * The only effectual Methods by which any efficacioy 
ber with the King of Pruſta, or that of prevailing upon the 
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Relief could have been procured, were that of reconciling 


Ruſſians to ſuccour Her. : | 
© A Reconciliation with the King of Pru/ja would han 
been my firſt Care, if the Honour of adviſing on this O. 
caſion had fallen to my Lot. To have effected this could ſurely 
have been no difficult Taſk, becauſe each Party could ng 
but know how much it was their common Intereſt to ex 
clude the French from the Empire, and how certainly thi 
- aan Diſcord muit expoſe them both to their ancient 
nemy. 8 g 
EX. 3 Life, my Lords, when two Friends eam 
any Diſpute between them to improper Degrees of Refſent 
ment, it is the Province of a Third to moderate the Paſha 
of each, and to reſtore that Harmony which a Difference i 
Intereſt or Opinion had impaired ; ſo in Alliances, or the 
Friendſhips of Nations, whenever it unhappily falls out that 
two of them forget the general Good, and lay themſelys 
open to thoſe Evils from which a ſtrict Union only eu 
preſerve them, it is neceſſary that ſome other Power ſhould 
interpoſe, and prevent the Vas of a perpetual Diſcord, 
Whether this was attempted, my Lords, I know not; 
but if any ſuch Deſign was in Appearance proſecuted, i 
may be reaſonably imagined from the Event, that the Ne 
gotiators were defective either in Skill or in A ; fol 
how can it be conceived that any Man ſhould at contray 
to his own Intereſt, to whom the State of his Affairs is trul 
repreſented ? | „ 
Bat not to ſuppreſs what I cannot doubt, I am c 
vinced, my Lords, that there is in Reality no Delight 
aſſiſting the Queen of Hungary; either our Miniſters hart 
not yet recovered from their Apprehenſions of the exo 
tant Power of the Houſe of Auſtria, by which they wen 
frighted ſome Years ago into the Boſom of France for Sl 
ter, and which left them no Expedient but the Treaty d 
Hanover *; or they are now equally afraid of France, and 
expect the Pretender to be n upon them by the Powe 
whom they ſo lately ſolicited to ſecure them againſt him. 


© Whatever is the Motive of their Conduct, it is evidenWſWk« 

my Lords, that they are at preſent to the unfortunate FO | 

of Hungary, either profeſſed Enemies, or treacherous Allis . 

? ; : f {| 33 j . 00 0 ü 

* See Lord Carteret's Motion for removing Sir Robert Walpole fro iou 

his Majeſty*s Councils and Preſence, in 'T1mBEzLAnND's Hiſtory of 1 of 
Houſe of Lords, Vol. J. p. 641. and Mr Sandys's to the ſame Ei y 


in Chanyr e's Hiſtory of the Commons, p. 65. in both which h 
Hanover Treaty is alledg'd as one Reaſon for his Removal, 


2 
ions, when they might have prevented it without a Blow, 2741. 
nly by ' intercepting” the Span Tranſports. Ye 300 
Jo argue that our Fleet in the Mediterranean was not 


# 
- 


ve 
K*. Strength ſufficient to oppoſe their Paſſage, is a Subter- 
ge to which they can only be driven by the Neceſfity of 


naking ſome Apology, and an abſolute Inability to pro- 
uce — which will not immediately be diſcover'd to be 
, =o ; ebe 
It is known, my Lords, to all Europe, that Haddock 
ad then under his Command thirteen Ships of the Line, 


* 


Ty nd nine Frigates, and that the Spar; Convoy conſiſted 
nt nly of thros, MS had yet they failed before his Eyes 
jon ith a Degree of Security, which — could have pro- 
L uced but a Paſſport from the Court of Great Britain, and 


n aſſured Exemption from the Danger of being attack'd. 
It may be urged; that they were protected by the 
rench Squadron, and that Haddock durſt not attack them, 
cauſe he was unable to contend with the united Fleets ;- 
ut, my Lords, even this is known to be falſe ; it is known 
at they bore no Proportion to the Strength of the Britiſb 
quadron, that they could not have made even the Appear- 
nce of a Battle. 1 55 TIS I 
This, my Lords, was well known to our Miniſters, 
ho were afraid only of deſtroying the French Squadron, 
d were very far from apprehending any Danger from it ; 
ut being determined to purchaſe, on any Terms, the Con- 
Inuance of the Friendſhip of their old Protectors, conſented 
d the Invaſion of Tah, and procured a Squadron to ſail 
ut, under Pretence of defending the Span; Tranſports, 
nat their Compliance might not be diſcovered. 7 
All this, my Lords, may reaſonably be ſuſpected at the 
rſt View of their Proceedings; for how could an inferior 
orce venture into the Way of an Enemy unleſs upon Se- 
urity of not being attacked? But the late Treaty of Neu- 
ality has changed Suſpicion into Certainty, has diſcovered 
e Source of All their Meaſures, and ſhewn that the Inva- 
ion of 1taly is permitted to preſerve Hanover from the 
ike Calamity. | 3 5 
* There is great Danger, my Lords, leſt this laſt Treaty 
ff Hanover ſhould give the deciſive Blow to the Liberties 
ff Europe; how much it embarraſſes the Queen of Hungary, 
dy making it neceſſary for her to divide her Forces, is of 
ious at the firſt View; but this is not, in my Opinion, its 
— oſt fatal Conſequence. The other Powers will be incited, 
a che Example of our Miniſtry, to conclude Treaties of 
eutrality in the ſame Manner. They will diſtruſt every 
; Appearance 
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Conceſſion of aur illuſtrious Miniſters, of whom it is reaſon 


Electorate of Hanoyer was agreed on, it was unknown to him. 


can be no longer confided in. 3 : 

This Suſpicion, my Lords, this hateful, this reproach- 
ful Character, is now. fixed upon the Court of Great Bri- 
tain; nor does it take its Riſe only from the Forbearance 
of our Admiral, but has received new Confirmation from 
the Behaviour of our Ambaſſador*, who denied the Treaty 
of Neutrality, when the French Miniſter declared it to the 
Dutch. Such now, my Lords, is the Reputation of the 
Britiſb Court, a Reputation produced by the moſt flagrant 
and notorious Inſtances of Cowardice and Falſhood, Which 
cannot but make all our Endeavours ineffectual, and dif- 
courage all thoſe Powers whoſe Conjunction we might have 
promoted, from entering into any other Engagements than 
ſuch as we may purchaſe for ſtated Subſidies. For who, 
upon any other Motive than immediate Intereſt, would form 
an Alliance with a Power which, upon the firſt Appearand 
of Danger, gives up a Confederate, to purchaſe, not a lam 
Extent of Territory, not a new Field of Commerce, not x 
Port or a Citadel, but an abje& Neutrality ! * 

But however mean may be a Supplication for Peace; & 
however infamous the Deſertion of an Ally, I wiſh, ny 
Lords, that the Liberty of invading the Queen of Hungary 
Dominions without Oppoſition, had been the moſt culpabl 


„ 


able to believe, that they have ſtipulated with the Spaniard, 
that they ſhall be repaid the Expence of the War by the 

Plunder of our Merchants. | | TY 
That our Commerce has been unneceſſarily expoſed td 
the Ravages of Privateers, from which a very ſmall Degret 
of Caution might haze preſerved it; that three hundred 
trading Ships have been taken, and that three thouſanl 
Britiſh Sailors are now in Captivity, is a Conſideration to 
maelanchoh 


* Mr Trevor, the Britiſh Miniſter at the Hague, upon this Occafi 
declar'd to the States, that if ſuch a Treaty of Neutrality for tht 


} 
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to be ſuppreſſed or denied. | : 

How ſach Havock could have been made, had not 
our Ships of War concluded a Treaty of Neutrality - with 
the Spaniards, and lefi the War to be carried en only by 
the Merchants, it is not eaſy to conceive ; for ſurely it will 
not be pretended that all theſe Loſſes were the neceſſary 
Conſequence of our Situation with Regard to Spain, which, 
if it expoſed the Portugueſe Traders to Hazard, did not hin- 
der us from guarding our own Coaſis. 

And yet on our own Coaſts, my Lords, have Multitudes 
of our Ships been taken by the Spanrards, they have been 


congratulating themſelves upon their Eſcape from Danger. 
© In the late War with France, an Enemy much more 
formidable both for Power and Situation, Methods were diſ- 
covered by which our Trade was more effcaciouſly pro- 
tected: By ſtationing a Squadron at the Mouth of the Chan- 
nel, of which two or three Ships at a Time cruized at a 
proper Diſtance on the wx: arg, Seas, the Privateers 
were kept in Awe, and con 
ſeized if they ventured to leave them. Hs : 
ut of ſuch uſeful Regulations in the preſent War there 
is little Hope; for if the publick Papers are of any Credit, 
the King of Spain conſiders the Captures of our Merchants 
as a ſtanding Revenue, and has laid an Indulto upon them 
as upon other Parts of the Spaniſb Trade.  ' 
It is therefore to little Purpoſe that Meaſures are pro- 
poſed in this Houſe, or Schemes preſented by the Merchants 
or the Preſervation of our Commerce ; for the Merchants 
are conſidered as the determined Enemies of our Miniſter, 
ho therefore reſolved that they ſhould repent of the War 
into which he was forced by them, contrary to thoſe fa- 
ourite Schemes which he has purſued till the Liberties of 
urope are almoſt extinguiſhed. 5 . 
There are indeed ſome Hopes, my Lords, that new 
Meaſures reſolutely purſued might yet repair the Miſchiefs 
df this abſurd and cowardly Conduct, and that by proper 
Reſolution the Ambition of France might once more be diſ- 
appointed. The King of Pruſſia appears at length convinced 
hat he has not altogether purſued his real Intereſt, and that 
is own Family muſt fall in the Ruin of the Houſe of Au- 
ria. The King of Sardinia appears firm in his Determi - 
dation to adhere to the Queen of Hungary, and has there- 
ore refuſed a Paſſage through his Dominions to the Spani/o 


\larm, and nothing but their Diſtruſt of wn can 
Vor. VIII. : E hinder 


| 
| 
| 


ned to their own Harbours, or 


melancholy to be long dwelt upon, and a Truth too certain An. 1 5. Geo, II. 


1741. 


ſeized by petty Veſſels as they were entering our Ports, and 


Troops. The States of Holland ſeem to have taken the 
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An. th. Geo. 11. hinder them from uniting againſt the Houſe of Bourbon, 


This Diſtruſt, my Lords, we may probably remove by 
reviving on this Occaſion our ancient Forms of Addreſs, and 
declaring at once to his Majeſty, and to all the Powers of 
Europe, that we are far from approving the late Meaſures, 

There is another Reaſon why the ſhort Addrefles of our 
Anceſtors may be preferred to the modern Forms, in which 


a great Number of particular FaQs are often comprehended. 


Tt is evident that the Addreſſes are preſented before there 
can be Time to examine whether the Facts contained in 
them are juſtly ſtated, and they muſt therefore loſe their 
Efficacy with the People, who can ſufficiently diſtinguiſh be- 
tween ſervile Compliance and real Approbation, and who 
will not eaſily miſtake the Incenſe of Flattery for the Tri- 
bute of Gratitude. | | | | 
* With regard to the Propriety of the Addreſs propoſed 
to your Lordſhips, which is like others, only a Repetition 
of the Speech, there is at leaſt one Objection to it, too im- 
portant to be ſuppreſs'd. gy 
IIIt is affirmed in the Speech,“ in what particular Words 
I cannot exactly remember, That ſince the Death of the 
late Emperor of Germany, the Intereſt of the CPR 
% Hungary has been diligently and invariably promoted !“ an 
Aſſertion which his Majeſty is too wiſe, too equitable, and too 
generous to have uttered, but at the Perſuaſion of his Miniſters, 
His Majeſty well knows, that no important Aſſiſtance 
has been hitherto given to that unhappy Princeſs ; he knows 
that the twelve thouſand Men, who are ſaid to have been 
raiſed for the Defence of the Empire, thoſe mighty Troops 
by whoſe Aſſiſtance the Enemies of Auſtria were to be ſcat 
tered, never march'd beyond the Territories of Hanover, not 


left that Country for a ſingle Day. And is it probable that 


the Queen would have preferred Money before Troops, bad 


' ſhe not been informed that it would be more eaſily obtained? 


Nor was even this pecuniary Aſſiſtance, though com- 
patible with the Security of Hanover, granted her without 
Reluctance, of which no other Proof is neceſſary than the 
Diſtance between the Promiſe and the Performance. The 
Money, my Lords, is not yet all paid, tho' the laſt Pay- 
ment was very lately fixed. Such is the Aſſiſtance which 
the united Influence of Juſtice and Compaſſion has yet pro- 
cured from the Court of Great Britain. pcs 

* Our Miniſters have been therefore hitherto, my Lords, 


ſo far frem acting with Vigour in Favour of the Houſe of 


Auftria, that they have uever ſollicited the Court of Ma 

covy, almoſt the only Court now independent on France, to 

engage 

See the Speech at large in CKaNDiER's Hiſtory of the Commons, 
Vol. 13. p. 21. 4 


Dre 


( 35 | | 
engage in her Defence. How wiſely, that mighty Power 
diſtinguiſhes her real Intereſt, and how ardently ſhe purſues 
it, the whole World was convinced in her Alliance with the 
late Emperor; nor is it unlikely that ſhe might have been 
eaſily perſuaded to have protected his Daughter with equal 
Zeal. But we never aſked her Alliance leſt we ſhould ob- 
tain it, and yet we boaſt of our good Offices. f 
Our Miniſters thought it more nearly concern'd them 
to humble our Merchants than to ſuccour our Allies, and 


at once gratified the Houſe of Bourbon, embarraſſed the 
Queen of Hungary, and endangered the Effects of the Britiſb 
Merchants, lying at Leghorn, Effects which were lately va- 
lued at 600,000 J. but which by the ſeaſonable Arrival of 
the Spaniards are reduced to half that Value. a 
I hope therefore I need not urge to your Lordſhips the 
Neceſſity of confining our Addreſs to Thanks and Congra- 
tulations, becauſe it is not neceſſary to ſay how inconſiſtent 
it muſt be thought with the Dignity of this Houſe, to ap- 
prove what all Europe knows to be falſe” Es 


Then the Duke of Newcafle F ſpoke as follows: 
My Lords, | | 7 | 
The Manner in which the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt 
expreſſes his Sentiments, never fails to give Pleaſure, even 
where his Arguments produce no Conviction; and his Elo- 
quence always recites its own Praiſe, though it may ſome- 
times be diſappointed of its more important Effects. 

In the preſent NDygbate, my Lords, I have heard no Ar- 
gument, by which I am inclined to change the uſual Forms 
of Addreſs, or to reject the Motion which has been made 
to us. 0 g | | 9 | 

* The Addreſs which has been propoſed, is not, in my 
Opinion, juſtly chargeable either with Flattery to the Mi- 
nilters, or with Diſingenuity with reſpect to the People; 
nor can I diſcover in it any of thoſe Poſitions which have 
been repreſented ſo fallacious and dangerous. It contains 
only a general Declaration of our Gratitude, and an Aſſer- 
tion of our Zeal ; a Declaration and Aſſertion to which I 
hope no Lord in this Houſe will be unwilling to ſubſcribe. 

* As an Enquiry into the Propriety of this Addreſs has 
produced, whether neceſſarily or not, many Obſervations on 
the preſent State of Europe, and many Animadverſions upon 
our late Conduct, it cannot be improper for me to offer to 
your Lordſhips my Opinion of the Meaſures which have 
been purſued by us, as well in the War with Spain, as with 
regard to the Queen of Hungary, and to propoſe my Con- 

1941. E 2 jectures 
+ One of his Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of State. 


An. 15. Geo. II, 
1741. | 
e, = 


therefore admitted the Spaniards into Italy; by which they 


D. of Newcaflie, 


An. 15. Geo, II. jectures concerning the Events which may probably be pro- 
174. | | 


_ utmoſt Expedition will be too flow, and the moſt vigorous 


deſpairing that we may once more ſtand up with Succeſs in 


Defence of our Religion and the Liberty of Mankind. 
; . 


(90. 3 


duced by the Diſtractions on the Continent. ; 
This Deviation from the Queſtion before us, will at 
leaſt be as eaſily pardoned in me, as in the noble Lords 
who have exhibited ſo gloomy a Repreſentation of our ap- 
proaching Condition, who have lamented the Slavery to 
which they imagine all the States of Europe to be reduc'd: 
For ſurely, my Lords, it is an Endeavour no leſs laudable 
to diſpel Terror, than to excite it; and he who brings us 
ſuch Accounts as we defire to receive, is generally liſtened 
to with Indulgence, . 
That the Power of the Family of Bourbon is arrived a 
a very dangerous and formidable Height; that it was never 
hitherto employed but to diſturb the Happineſs of the Uni- 
verſe; that the ſame Schemes which our Anceſtors laboured 
ſo ardently and ſo ſucceſsfully to deſtroy, are now formed 
afreſh, and intended to be put into immediate Execation ; 
that the Empire is deſigned to be held henceforward in De- 
pendence on France, and that the Houſe of Aufiria, by 
which the common Rights of Mankind have been ſo long 
ſupported, is now marked out for Deſtruction, is too evident 
to be conteſted. 
© It is allowed, my Lords, that the Power of the Houſe 
of Auſtria, which there was once Reaſon to dread leſt it 
might have been employed againſt us, is now almoſt extin- 
guiſhed ; and that Name, which has for ſo many Ages filled 
the Hiſtories of Europe, is in Danger of being forgotten. It 
is allowed that the Houſe of Auſtria cannot fall without ex- 
Poſing all thoſe who have hitherto been ſupported by its Al- 
liance to the utmoſt Danger, and I need not add that they 
ought therefore to aſſiſt it with the utmoſt Expedition, and 
the moſt vigorous Meaſures. | 
It may be ſuggeſted, my Lords, that this Aſſiſtance has 
been already delayed till it is become uſeleſs, and that the 


Meaſures too weak to ſtop the Torrent of the Conqueſts of 
France; that the fatal Blow will be ſtruck, before we ſhall 
have an Opportunity to ward it off, and that our Regard for 
the Houſe of Auſtria will be only Compaſſion for the 
Dead. 
But theſe, my Lords, I hope, are only the Apprehen- 
ſions of a Mind overborn with ſudden Terrors, and per- 
plex'd with a confus'd Survey of complicated Danger ; for 
1t we conſider more diſtinctly the Powers which may be 
brought in Oppoſition to France, we ſhall find no Reaſon for 


*- 


: AE TT | 
The Noble Lord has already mentioned the preſent Difſ- An. 15 Geo. II. 
poſition of three powerful States “, as a Motive for vigorous 1741. 
Reſolutions, and a Conſideration that may at leaſt preſerve "YI 
us from Deſpair ; and 'tis no ſmall Satisfaction to me to ob- 
ſerve, that his Penetration and Experience incline him to 
Hope upon the Proſpect of Affairs as they now appear; be- 
cauſe I doubt not but that Hope will be improved into Con- 
fidence, by the Account which I can now give your Lord- , 
ſhips of the Intention of another Power, yet more formi- 
dable, to engage with us in the great Deſign of repreſſing 
he Inſolence of France. 0] | 1427 
A Treaty of Alliance, my Lords, has been for ſome Time 
oncerted with the Empreſs of Ruſſia, and has been nego- 
iated with ſuch Diligence, that it is now completed, and I 
Joubt not but the laſt Ratifications will arrive at this Court 
n a few Days; by which it will appear to your Lordſhips, 
hat the Intereſt of this Nation has been vigilantly regarded, 
nd to our Allies, that the Faith of Great Britain has never 
et been ſhaken. It will appear to the French that they 
ave precipitated their Triumphs, and that, perhaps, they 
ave parcell'd out Kingdoms which they are never likely to 
oſſeſs. 1 . | 1 | . 
It was affirmed, and very juſtly, that Applications.ought 
d be made to this powerful Court as the profeſſed Adverſary 
f France, and if it was not hitherto known that their Aſ- 


d ſtance had been aſſiduouſſy ſolicited, our Endeavours were 
t ept ſecret, only that their Succeſs might be more certain, 
(- d that they might ſurpriſe more powerfully by their Ef- 
J. as. | 5 Se tt Rk 
y Nor have the two other Princes, which were mentioned 
d the Noble Lord, been forgotten, whoſe Concurrence is 
this Time ſo neceſſary to us; and I doubt not but that 
45 e Repreſentations which have been made with all the Foree 


e Truth, and all the Zeal that is awakened by Intereſt and 
us Danger, will in Time produce the Effects for which they 
of re intended, by convincing thoſe Princes that they en- 
ll nger themſelves by flattering the French Ambition, that 
or ey are diveſting themſelves of that Defence of which they 


* Il quickly regret the Loſs, and that they are only not at- 

= k'd at preſent, that they may be deſtroyed more eaſily 

n- rea fter. 

- But it is always to be remembered, my Lords, that in 

or blick Tranſactions as in private Life, Intereſt acts with - | 
be Force, as it is at a greater Diſtance, and that the imme- 

or te Motive will generally prevail: Futurity 9 

in * the 


\ 


he * Pruſſia, Sardinia, and the States General, 


_ E803 
An. 15. Cee. II. the. Influence of the "moſt important Objects of / Coy. 
1941. Afideration. Wherever Imagination can exert its Power, 'we 
5 eaſily dwell upon the moit pleaſing Views, and flatter our. 
ſelves with thoſe Conſequences, which, tho' perhaps leaſt to 
be expected, are moſt deſired 3 wherever different Eyeny 
may ariſe, which is the State of all Human Tranſactiom 
we naturally promote our 3 and repreſs our Fears, ad 
in Time ſo far deceive ourſelves, as to quiet all our Saſpi 
cions, and believe what at firſt we only wiſhed. - . 
This, my Lords, muſt be the Deluſion by which ſome 
States are induced to favour, and others to negle& the In 
croachments of Fraxce; Men are impolitick, as they are 
wicked, becauſe they prefer the Gratification of the pre 
ſent Hour to the Aſſurance of ſolid and permanent, but di 
ſtant Happineſs. / The French take Advantage of this gene 
ral Weakneſs, and, by Promiſes to one Prince, and Grant 
to another, reconcile them to their Deſigns. Each find 
that he ſhall gain more by contracting an Alliance with then 
than with another State, which has no View beſides that 0 
preſerving to every Sovereign his juſt Rights, and which 
therefore, as it plunders none, will have nothing to beſtow, 
This, my Lords, is the Diſadvantage under which ou 
Negociators labour againſt thoſe of Fance; we have 1 
Kingdoms to parcel out among thoſe whoſe Confederacy w 
ſolicit; we can promiſe them no Superiority above the 
neighbouring Princes which they do not now poſſeſs ; we 1 
ſame not the Province of adjuſting the Boundaries of: Don 
nion, or of deciding conteſted Titles. 42 
But the French, my Lords, oppoſe us with other Argy 
ments, Arguments which indeed · receive their Force fron 
Credulity ; but what more powerful Aſſiſtance can be dell 
ed? They promiſe not mere negative Advantages, not al 
"Exemption from remote Oppreſſion, which, as it was 6 
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never felt, is little dreaded ; they offer an immediate An 

mentation of Dominion, and an Extenſion. of Power; tif 

33 new Tracts of Commerce, and open new Sources a ti 
ealth; they invite Confederacies, not for Defence, bine 


for Conqueſts; for Conqueſts to be divided among 
Powers, by whoſe Union they ſhall be made. 

Leet it not therefore be objected, my Lords, to our Mi 
niſters, that the French obtain more Influence than the 
for while ſuch is the Condition of Mankind, that what! 
defired is eafily credited, while preſent Profit is more pows 
ful than future Safety, the French Eloquence will frequen 
ly prevail. TIED... 
Whether, my Lords, our ſeeming want of Succeſs 
the War with Spain admits of as eaſy a Solution, my Degre 


( 39) 
ermine. An Account of this Part of our Conduct is to 
de expected from the Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, by 
whom, I doubt not, but fach Reaſons will be affigned for 
11 the Operations of our Naval Forces, and ſuch Vindicati- 
ons offered of all thoſe Meaſures, — 2 have been hither- 
o imputed too precipitately to Negligence, Cowardice, or 
8 eng as Lill Gerisfy thoſe Who have been moſt vehe- 
nent in their Cenſure. ESI TT Th 
But becauſe it does not ſeem to me very difficult to a- 
jologize for thoſe Miſearriages which have occcaſioned the 
pudeft Complaints, I will lay before your Lordſhips What 
have been able to collect from Inquiry or Obſervation, 
nd doubt not but it will eaſily appear, that nothing has 
een omitted from any apparent Deſign of betraying our 
ountry, and that our Miniſters will deſerve, at leaſt, tinY 


T7 a” =: ww cw © 


eard before they are condemned. | 
iz d by the Spaniards, and that our Commerce has there. 
dre been very much interrupted, is ſufficiently manifeſt ; 
ut to me, my Lords, this appears one of the certain and 
ceflary Conſequences of War, which are always to be ex- 
ted, and to be ſet in our Conſultations againſt the Advan- 
ges which we propoſe to obtain. It is as rational to ex- 
that of an Army ſent againſt our Enemies every Man 
ould return unhurt, as that every Merchant ſhould ſee 
is Ship and Cargo fafe into Port. Gi os 15 40 
If we examine, my Lords, the late War, of which the 
onduct has been fo laviſhly applauded, and which has been 
opoſed to the Imitation of all future Minifters, it will ap- 
ar that our Loſſes of the ſame kind were then very fre- 
ent, and perhaps not leſs complained of, though the Mur- 
rs are now forgotten, and the Acclamations tranſmitted 
Poſterity, becauſe we naturally relate what has given us 
tisfaction, and ſuppreſs what we cannot recolle& without 

neaſineſs. | | ©. 3 2 

* If we look farther backward, my Lords, and enquire 
o the Event of any other War in which we engaged fince 

dmmerce has conſtituted ſo large a Part of the Intereſt of 

is Nation, I doubt not but in Proportion to our Trade 

II be found our Loſſes; and in all future Wars, as in the 

tent, I ſhall expect the ſame Calamities, and the ſame 

dmplaints, For the Eſcape of any Number of Ships raiſes 

Tranſport, nor produces any Gratitude, but the Loſs-of 
ew will always give occaſion to Clamour and Diſcontent. 

Nor do J ſee how it is poſſible to employ our Power 

re effectually for the Protection of our Trade than by the 

Me- 


EnSSiSSESCSD==S7T 9 - 7 => 


f Knowledge of military Affairs, does not enable me to de“ An. r5.Gev, It, 


That great Numbers of our trading Veſſels have been | 
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1741. 


to endleſs Raillery. * But it is to be conſidered, my Lord 


if any of thoſe who failed under the Protection of Ships d 


( 


An. 15. Geo. II. Method now purſued of covering the Ocean with our 


and ſtationing our Ships of War in every Place Ne Dan. 
ger can be apprehended. , If it be urged, that. the Inefficay 
of our Meaſures is a ſufficient Proof of their nr: de . 
will be proper to ſubſtitute another Plan of Operation, of 
which the Succeſs may be more probable. To me, my Lords 
the Loſs of ſome of our mercantile Veſſels ſhews only the 
vaſt Extent of our Commerce. 

* The Diſpoſition of our Squadrons has been ſuch as wa 
doubtleſs dictated by proper Care and Experience. The 
Squadron appointed to guard our Coaſts has been ridicule 
as an uſeleſs Expence, and its frequent Excurſions and Re. 
turns without any memorable Attempt, have given Occafin 


that the Enemies of this Nation, either ſecret or declared 
had powerful Squadrons in many Ports of the Mediterrancaz 
which, had they known that our Coaſts were without Def 
fence, might have iſſued out on a ſudden, and have ap- 
peared unexpectedly in our Channel. 

Out of this Squadron, however neceſſary, there was ye 
2 Reinforcement of five Ships ordered to aſſiſt Haddock, tht 
he might be enabled to oppoſe the Deſigns of the Spaniar 
though aſſiſted by their French Confederates, whom iti 
known that he was ſo far from favouring, that he was flat 
oned before Barcelona to prevent them. Why he dept 
ted from that Port, and upon what Motives of Policy, 8 
of War, he ſuffered the Spaniards to proſecute their Schemg 
he only is able to inform us. 

« That the Spaniards have not at leaſt been ſpared by I 
ſign, is evident from their, Sufferings in this War, whid 
have been much greater than ours. Many of. our Ship 
have indeed been ſnatch'd up by private Adenturers. Bi 
as none of our Ships have been denied Convoys, I know nd 
how the Loſs of them can be imputed to the Miniſtry ; a 


War have been loft, the Commanders may be required 
vindicate themſelves from the Charge of Negligence « 
Treachery. 

But this Enquiry, my Lords, muſt be, in my Opinic 
reſerved for another Day, when it may become the i imme 
diate Subject of our Conſultations, with which it hay at px 
ſent no Coherence, or to which at leaſt it is very remot 
related. For I am not able upon the moſt impartial and i 
moſt attentive Conſideration of the Addreſs now propoſe 


to your Lordſhips, to perceive any Neceſſity of a previo 2 
Enquiry into the Conduct of the War, the Direction of of 15 


Negotiat 
The Squadron commanded by Sir John Norris, 


41 tos | 


Addreſs, by an Omiſſion of any Part of the Speech? For 
what will be imagined by his Majeſty, by the Nation, and 


did not anfwer ? | | 


My Lords, © 55: 51 | | MAI 
© It is with great Reaſon that the preſent Time has been 
repreſented ta us from the Throne as a Lime of uncommon 


of Kingdoms are broken down in Contempt of every Law 


after or ſecretly favour the Violation. 77 
At a Time like this, when Treaties are conſidered only 


ind our Commerce, muſt depend only on our. natural 


-onditions, and which will be withdrawn from us when- 
ver we ſhall need it; we ought therefore to collect our own 
orce, and ſhew the World how little we ſtand in Need of 
a itznce, and how little we haye to fear from the moſt 
So wertful Enemies. | 


bſiſt without any Dependance on other Nations, and by a 
eady and reſolute Improvement of theſe Advantages, with 
hich Providence has bleſſed it, may bid Defiance to Man- 

ind; it might become, by the Extenſion of our Commerce, 


jight be collected together, and from whence it might be 
ved upon proper Occaſions, for the Piffuſion of Liberty, 
e Repreſſion of Inſolence, and the Preſeryation of Peace. 

Vor, VIII. 1 | But 


by the whole World, but that we did not approve what we 


The Duke of Argyle ſpoke derte rA dn 0 D. of Argyle. 


Danger and Diſturbance, a Time in which the Barriers 


of Heaven and of Earth, and in which Ambition, Rapine, 
and Oppreſſion ſeem to be let looſe upon Mankind; a Time 
n which ſome Nations ſend out Armies and invade the Ter- 
ritories of their Neighbours, in Oppoſition to the moſt ſo- 
emn Treaties, of which others. with equal Perfidy, ſilently 


as momentary Expedients, and Alliances carry no Security, 
t is evident that the Preſervation. of our Rights, our Intereſt, , 


trength, inſtead of cultivating the Friendſhip of foreign 
owers, which we mult purchaſe upon diſadvantageous 


* Our Country, my Lords, ſeems deſigned by Nature to. 


de general Center at which the Wealth of the whole Earth 


Negotiations,” or the State of the Kingdom, in order to our An. 18. Geo. II. 
Compliance with this Motion, by Which we ſhall be far | 
from ſheltering any Crime from Puniſhment, or any doubt- 
ful Conduct from Enquiry z far from obſtructing the Courſe 
of National J uſtice, or approving what we do not underſtand. 
* The chief Tendency of his Majeſty's Speech is to aſk . 
our Advice on this extraordinary Conjuncture of Affairs, a 
Conduct undoubtedly worthy of a Britiſb Monarch, and which 
we ought not to requite with Diſreſpect; but what leſs can 
be inferred from an Alteration of our eſtabliſh'd Forms of 


_ 


An. 15, Geo, II. 
1741. | 


not be very ſolicitous to advance their Happineſs ; for who 
will endeavour to increaſe that Wealth: which will, as he be- 


(42) 

© But this Influence, my Lords, mult ariſe from domeſtick 
Felicity; and that can only be produced by a mutual Conſi - 
dence between the Government and the. People: where the 
Governors diſtruſt the Affections of their Subjects, they will 


lieves, be employ'd againſt him? Nor will the Subjects 
chearfully concur even with the neceſſary Meaſures of their 
Governors, whoſe general Deſigns they conceive to be con- 
trary to the publick Intereſt ; becauſe any temporary Succeſs 
or accidental Reputation, will only dazzle the Eyes of the 
Multitude while their Liberties are undermin'd. 8 
« This Confidence, my Lords, muſt be promoted where 
it exiſts, and regained where it is loſt, by impartial Inquiries 
into publick Tranſactions, by the Advancement of thoſe 
whoſe Wiſdom or Bravery has increaſed the publick Repu- 
tation, and Happineſs of the Nation, and by Cenſaring 
thoſe, who by their Unſkilfulneſs or Diſhonour, have either 
embarraſs'd their Country or betray'd it. | 
For this Reaſon, my Lords, it is in my Opinion necel- 
ſary to gratify the Nation, at the preſent Juncture, with a 
Proſpe& of thoſe Meaſures, without which no People can 
reaſonably be ſatisfy'd ; and to pacify their Reſentment of 
paſt Injuries, and quiet their Apprehenſions of future Miſe- 
ries, by a Poſſibility at leaſt that they may ſee the Authors of 
all our Miſcarriages called to a Trial in open Day, and the 
Merit of thoſe Men acknowledged and rewarded, by whoſe 


1 
' 
Reſolution and Integrity they imagine that the final Ruin of | 
themſelves and Poſterity has been hitherto prevent. 7 
That the preſent Diſcontent of the Britiſb Nation is al. WW - 
moſt univerſal ; that Suſpicion has infufed itſelf into every ( 
Rank and Denomination of Men ; that Complaints of the 
Neglect of our Commerce, the Miſapplication of our Tres 7 
| ſure, and the ill Succeſs of our Arms, are to be heard from w 
every Mouth, and in every Place, where Men dare utter ti 
their Sentiments, I ſuppoſe, my Lords, no Man will deny; ce 
for whoever ſhould ſtand up in Oppoſition to the Truth of . 
a Fact ſo generally known, would diſtinguiſh himſelf, even th 
in this Age of Effrontery and Corruption, by a Contempt of an 
Reputation, not yet known amongſt Mankind. 
And indeed, my Lords, it muſt Be confeſſed that theſe AW i»; 
Diſcontents and Clamours are produced by ſuch an Ap De 
pearance of Folly, or Treachery, as few Ages or Nation pot 
have ever known; by ſuch an obſtinate Perſeverance in bai pof 


Meaſures, as Shame has hitherto prevented in thoſe upo# 

whom nobler Motives, Fidelity to their Truſt, and Love d 

their Country, had loſt their Influence. | ol 
| | | « ( 


| 


6.043 : | | 
© Other Miniſters, when they have formed Deſigns of An. 15. Geo. i. 


ſacrificing the publick Intereſt to their own, have been_cri- _ 
minal only as they hoped for Secrecy, and have vindicated. 
their Conduct no longer than while they had Hopes that 
their Apologies might deceive. | | 5 

«* But our heroie Miniſters, my Lords, have ſet themſelyes 
free from the Neceſlity of ſupporting their Meaſures by labo- 
rious Deductions or artful Reaſonings; they defy the Pub- 
lick when they can no longer deceive it, and proſecute, in 
the Face of the Sun, thoſe Meaſures which they have not 
been able to ſupport, and of which the fatal Conſequences 
are foreſeen by the whole Nation. 

When they have been detected in one Abſurdity, they 
take Shelter in another; when Experience has ſhewn that 
one of their Attempts was deſign'd only to injure the Nation, 
they propels þ ſecond of the ſame Kind with equal Con- 
fidence, again of their Integrity, and again require the 
Concurrence of the Legiſlature, and the Support of the 
People. | | | 

: "When they had for a long Time ſuffer'd our Trading 
Veſſels to be ſeized in Sight of our own Ports; when they 
had diſpatched Fleets to the Mediterrantan, only to lie expo- 
ſed to the Injuries of the Weather; and to ſail from one Coaſt 
to another, only to ſhew that they had no hoſtile Intentions ; 
that they were fitted out by the Friends of the Spaniards, 
only to amuſe and exhauſt the Nation; they at length thought 
it neceſſary to lull the Impatience of the People, who began 
to diſcover that they had hitherto been haraſs'd with Taxes 
and Impreſſes to no Purpoſe, by the Appearance of a new 
Effort for the Reduction of Spain, and to divert, by the Ex- 

pectations which an Army and a Fleet naturally raiſe, any 
Clamours at their Conduct. | 5 

For this End, they projected an Expedition into the 
Weſt Indies, for which they raiſed Forces and Tranſports 
with Preparation enough for the Conqueſt of half the Con- 
tinent; not ſo much to alarm the Spaniards, which I con- 
ceive but a ſecondary View, as to fill the People of Great 
Britain with amuſing Proſpects of great Achievements, of 
the Addition of new Dominions to this Kingdom, and an 
ample Reparation for all their Damages. 

* Thus provided with Forces ſufficient in Appearance for 
this mighty Enterpriſe, they embarked them after many 
Deiays, and diſmiſſed them to their Fate, having firſt diſ- 
poſed their Regulations in ſuch a Manner that it was im- 
poſlible they ſhould meet with Succeſs. NN 

can call your Lordſhips to witneſs that this Impoſſi- 
bility was not diſcovered by me after the Event, for I fore- 

1741. F 2 told 
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Az. x5. Geo. II told in this Houſe that their Deſigns ſo conducted mult exi- 
1741. © dently miſcarry ®. | TY 
Nor was this Prediction, my Lords, the Effect of any 
\ uncommon Penetration, to which I have not the Vanity to 
8 ; for it was ſufficiently plain, that our Forces muſt 
e repulſed, to any Man who has had Opportunities of ob- 
ſerving that Knowledge in War is neceſſary to Succeſs, and 
that Experience is the Foundation of Knowledge. 1 
'* The Forces ſent into the Veſt Indies, my Lords, were 
newly raiſed, placed under the Direction of Officers not leſs 
ignorant than themſelves, and commanded by one, who 
however laudably he might have diſcharg'd the Duty of 
a Captain, was wholly unacquainted with the Province of a 
General. fo Yer | v 
Vet was this Man, my Lords, preferred, not only to a 
Multitude of other Officers, to whom Experience mult have 
been of ſmall Advantage if it did not furniſh them with 
Knowledge far ſuperior to his, but to five and forty Gene- 
rals, of whom I hope the Nation has no Reaſon to ſuſpeRt 
that any of them would not gladly have ſerved it on an 
Occafion of ſo great Importance, and willingly have con- 
ducted an Expedition intended to retrieve the Honour of 
Great Britain, the Terror of our Arms, and the Security 
of our Commerce. | 
When raw Troops, with young Officers, are to act under 
the Command of a General as unſkilful as themſelves, what 
is it reaſonable to expect, but what has happened, Over- 
throw, Slaughter, and Ignominy ? What but that cheap 
ViRtories ſhall heighten the Inſolence, and harden the Ob- 
ſtinacy of our Enemies, and that we ſhall not only be 
weakened by our Loſs, but diſpirited by our Diſgrace ; by 
the Diſgrace of being overthrown by thoſe whom we have 
deſpiſed, and with whom nothing but our own Folly could 
have reduced us to a Level. | ' 
The other Conjecture which I ventured to propoſe to 
your Lordſhips, with regard to the Queen of Hangary, was 
not founded on Facts 'equally evident with the former, tho 
F.xperience has diſcovered that it was equally true. Tt was 
then aſſerted both by other Lords, and by myſelf, that 
Money would be. choſen by that Princeſs as an Aſſiſtance 
more uſeful than Forces ; an Opinion which the Lords who 
are engaged in the Adminiftration vigorouſly oppoſed. In 
conſequence of their Determination, Forces were hired, for 
what Purpoſe it is now proper for them to declare, fince none 
have yet known but themſelves. * ws 
OI, „ That 


* Sce his Grace's Speech on the Method of augmenting the Army, in 
T1MBERLAND's Hiſtory of the Houſe of Lords, Vol. 7. p. 609, and alſo 
upon the State of the Nation in the Appendix, p. lx, 
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Service for which they were required, the Suceour of the 


mies is imagined ſufficient to intimidate - the French, as the 
Spaniards are to be ſubdued by the Sight of Fleets. They 
never march'd towards her Frontiers, never - oppoſed her 
Enemies, or afforded her the leaſt Aſſiſtanee, but Rood idle 
and unconcerned in the Territories of Hanser; nor was 
it known that they exiſted by any other Proof _ thay 
Remittances were made for their Pay. 

Such, my Lords, was the Aſſiſtance aſked with 90 much 
Solicitude, and levied with ſo much Expedition, for the 
Queen of Hungary; ſuch were the Effects of the Zeal of 
dur illuſtrious Miniſters for the Preſervation of that auguſt 
Houſe, to whoſe Alliance we are perhaps indebted for the 
Preſervation of our Religion and. our Liberties, and ta which 
all Europe muſt have Recourſe for en from the re 
preflion of France. 

When this — Body of Men was aſſembled, my 

ords, and reviewed, they were perhaps found too raceful 
* too well ſorted to be expoſed to the Dangers of a Bat- 
le, and the ſame Tendetneſs that has ſo long preſerved our 
pwn Forces from any other Fire than the Park, might 
eſcue them from the Fatigues of accompanying the Huſars 
a their Incurſions, or the Auſtrians in Battle 

Whatever was the Reaſon, my Lords, it is certain that 
hey have been reſerved for other Opportunities of figna- 
izing their Courage, and they flept in quiet, and fattened 
pon the Wealth of Great Britain, while the Enemies of 
dur unfortunate Ally over-ran her Territories without Op- 
dofition, marched through them part mots. away and rather 
ok Poſſeſſion than ade Conqueſts. ö 
« That in this Condition of her Aﬀairs, the Queen would 
fuſe an Offer of 12,000 Men, that when ſne was driven 
rom one Country to another, with ſcarcely an Army ſaf- 
cient to form a flying Camp, ſhe would not ly have ac- 
epted a Reinforcement ſo powerful, let thoſe believe; my 
— who have yet never oye — 5 8 Miniſterial 
aith! 

The real Deſigns of 15 Miniſtry; my tw. = are ſulfici- | 
ntly obvious, nor is any Thing more certain, than that 

ey had, in raiſing; this mock” Aſſiſtanet for the Queen of 
lungary, no other Deſign than that of "raiſing her Expecta- 
ions only to deceive them; and to divert her by Confidence 
their Preparations, from having Recourſe to more effica- 
ious Expedients, that ſhe might e without Reſi- 

ance, the Slave of France. | i | 
| For 


1 
© That at leaſt they were not taken _ our Pay for the An. rs. deo. 1b. 
Houſe of Auſtria, is moſt evident, unleſs the Name of Ar- — 


An. 15. Geo, II. For this Purpoſe, they determined to ſuecour ber wit 
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of all thoſe that conſtitute the Miniſtry, ; and of whom it i 
well known, that it has been the great Purpoſe of his Life 


| crificing to her in Return the Houſe of Auſtria, | and the 


* 
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Forces rather than with Money, becauſe many Reaſon 
might be pretended, by which the March of the Fos 
might be retarded, but the Money when granted muſt hay 
been more ſpeedily remitted, and it was likewiſe eaſy to de 
At laſt the Queen weary with-Delays, and undoubtedy 
ſufficiently informed of thoſe Deſigns, which h nor 
generally diſcovered, are confidently denied, defired a Sup 
ply of Money, which might be nated without leaving 
Hanever expoſed to an Invaſion. With this Demand, which 
they had no Pretence to deny, they have yet found Expe 
dients to delay their Compliance. For it does not appex 
that the whole Sum granted has yet been paid, and it woll 
well become thoſe. noble Lords, whoſe Offices give. then 
an Opportunity of obſerving the Diſtribution of the publick 
Money, to jaſtify themſelves from the Suſpicions of the N. 
tion, by declaring publickly what has been remitted, a0 
what yet remains to be diſburſed for ſome other Purpoſe. 
Is it not therefore evident, my Lords, that by promi 
ſing Aſſiſtance to this unhappy Princeſs, the Miniſtry is 
tended to deceive her ? That when they flatter'd her with 
the Approach of auxiliary Forces, they defign'd only to ſa 
tion them where they might garriſon the Frontiers of Han 
ver ? And that when they forced her to ſolicite for an Aid 
of Money, they delayed the Payment of the Subſidy, that 
it might not be received till it could produce no Effect? 
This, my Lords, is not only evident from the maniſel 
Abſurdity of their Conduct upon any other Suppoſition, bu 
from the general Scheme which has always been purſued by 
the Man, whoſe dictatorial Commands regulate the Opinion 


to agrandize France, by applying to her for Afiſtance. is 
imaginary Diſtreſſes from fictitious Confederacies, and by.{v 
Commerce of Great Britain. 1 80 ME 
How then, my Lords, can it be aſſerted by us, that tht 
Houſe of Auſtria, has been vigorouſly ſupported ? Ho Gall 
we approve Meaſures of which we diſcoyer no Effect but 
the Expence to the Nation? A double Expence, produem 
firſt by raifing Troops, which though granted for the Af 
ſtance of the Auftrians, have been made uſe of only for tht 
ProteQion of Hanover, and by the Grant of Money in-tht 
Place of theſe. Troops which were thus fallaciouſiy obtained 


and thus unprofitably employed! _ - = 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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uppoſe no Man can be ignorant, and no Man to whom it is: 
— can poſſibly approve it. How then, my Lords, can we w 
oncur in an Addreſs by which the People mult be perſuaded, 
hat we either are deceived ourſelves, or endeavour to im- 
zofe upon them; that we either dare not condemn. any Mea - 
ares, however deſtructive, or that at leaſt we are in haſte to 
pprove them, left Inquiry ſhould diſcover their Tendeney 
oo plainly to leave us the Power of applauding them, with- 
ut an open Declaration of our own Impotence, or Diſre- 
ard for the Welfare of the Public. | 
The Complaints of the People ate already clamorous, 
nd their Diſcontent open and univerſal ; and ſurely the 
oice of the People ought at leaſt to awaken us to an Exa- 
nination of their Condition. And tho' we ſhould not imme · 
iately condemn thoſe whom they cenſure as the Authors of 
eir Miſeries, we ought at leaſt to pay ſo much Regard to 
e Accuſation of the whole Community, as not to reject it 
ithout Inquiry, or as a Suſpicion merely Chimerical. 
Whether theſe Complaints and Suſpicions, my Lords, 
roceed from real Injuries and imminent Dangers, or from 
alſe Accuſations and groundleſs Terrors, they equally deſerve 
he Attention of this Houſe, whoſe great Care is the Hap- 
ineſs of the People, People equally worthy of your Ten- 
erneſs and Regard, whether they are betrayed by one Party 
r another ; whether they are plundered by the Advocates 
f the Adminiftration, under Pretence of ſupporting the 
overnment, or frighted by unreaſonable Clamours by the 
dpponents of the Court, under the ſpecious Appearance 
f protecting Liberty. The People, my Lords, are in ei- 
er Caſe equally miſerable, and deſerve equally to be reſcu- 
d from Diſtreſs. ot $5916.13 e aitort. Hoges: 
By what Method, my Lords, can this be effected, but 
y ſome publick Aſſurance from this Houſe, that the Tranſ- 
tions of the Nation ſhall no longer be concealed in impe- 
trable Secrecy. ; that Meaſures ſhall be no longer approv'd 
ithout Examination; that publick Euils ſhall be traced to 
deir Cauſes ; and that Diſgrace, which they have hitherto - 
ronght upon the Publick, ſhall fall, for the future, only 
pon the Authors of them ? | V 
Of giving this Aſſurance, and of quieting by it the 
lamours of the People; Clamours which, whether jaſt or 
dt, are too formidable to be ſlighted, and too loud not to 
heard, we have now the moſt proper Opportunity before 
The Addreſs which the Practice of our Aneeſtors re- 
uires us to make to his Majeſty, may give us Occaſion of 
preſſing at once our Loyalty to the Crown, and our "_ 
ity 


e 
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For what Purpoſe theſe Forces were in reality raiſed I An. 18. Teo. II. 


174T- 4 


( 48 ; 


- 


An. 15) Geo. II. lity to our Country, our Zeal for the Honouf of our Bom 


reign,/ and our men for the Happineſs of the People. 
For this Purpoſe it is neceſſary that, as we preſerve the 
Practice of our Anceſtors in one Reſpect, we revive it in ano- 


ther, that we imitate, them in juſt Freedom of Language, 


whom we follow in the decent Forms of Ceremony; and 
ſhow, that as we preſerve, like them, a due Senſe of the 


regal Dignity, ſo like them we know likewiſe how to pre.. 


ſerve our own, and deſpiſe Flattery on one Side, as we de- 
cline Rudeneſs on the other. e und ak 4 
© A Practice, my Lords, has prevail'd of late, which 


cannot but be allowed pernicious to the Publick, and deroga- 


tory to the Honour of this Houſe ; a Practice of retaining 
in our Addreſs the Words of the Speech, and of following 
it ſervilely from Period to Period, as if it were expected that 


we ſhould always adopt the Sentiments of the Court; as if 


we were not ſummon' d to adviſe but to approve, and to ap- 
ve without Examination. ol try at 4 


« By boch. Addreſſes, my Lords, all Inquiries |may be 


eaſily precluded; for the Miniſter by whom the Speech is 


compiled, may eaſily introduce the moſt criminal 'Tranſafti- 


ons in ſuch a Manner, as that they may obtain the-Appro. 


bation of this Houſe : This he may plead afterwards at our 


Bar, when he ſhall be called before Ie, and either involve us 
in the Diſgrace of Inconſiſtency, and expoſe us to general 


Contempt, or be acquitted by our former Suffrages, which: 


it would be reproachful to retract, and yet criminal to con- 
It is not neceſſary, my. Lords, on this Occaſion to ob- 
ſerve, what all Parties have long ſince acknowledged when 


it did not promote their Intereſt to deny it, that every 


Speech from the Throne is to be conſidered as the Work 
of the Miniſter, becauſe it is generally written by him; or if 


compoſed by the King himſelf, muſt be drawn up in purſu- 


ance of the Information and Counſel of the Miniſtry, to 
whom it is therefore ultimately to be referred, and may con- 
ſequently be examined without any Failure of Reſpect to the 
Perſon of the Prince. 7 


* This ought however to be obſerved, my Lords, that it 


may appear more plainly how certainly this Practice may be 
imputed to the Artifices of Miniſters, fince it does not pro- 


mote the Honour of the Prince, and manifeſtly obſtructs the 


Intereſt of the People; ſince it is a Practice irrational in it- 
ſelf, beauſe it is inconſiſtent with the great Purpoſe , of this 
Houſe, and can therefore ſerve no other than'that of pro- 


curing Indemnity to the Miniſters, by placing them out of 


the Reach of future Animad verſion. 5 
i | . Tf t 
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„Let not, my Lords, the uninterrupted Continuance of An. 15. Geo. II. 
this Practice for ſome Reigns be pleaded in its Defence, for, 74% _ 
nothing is more worthy of the Dignity of this Houſe, thank 


to prevent the Multiplication of dangerous Precedents. That 
a Cuſtom manifeſtly 3 ons to the Publick has continued 
long, is the ſtrongeſt Reaſon for breaking it, becauſe it ac- 
quires every Year new Authority and greater Veneration ; 
if when a Nation is alarmed and diſtrafted, a Cuſtom of 
twenty Years is not to be infringed, it may in twenty Years 
more be ſo firmly eſtabliſhed, that many may think it ne- 
ceſſary to be ſupported, even when thoſe Calamities are 


inconteſtably felt, which perhaps now are only fear'd. 


« ] ſhall therefore, my Lords, propoſe, that of the Ad- 


dreſs mov'd for all be left out but the firſt Paragraph: Tt 
will then be more conſiſtent with the Honour of your Lord- 
ſhips, with our Regard for the People, and with our Duty 
to the Crown ; and to this I hope no Lord will refuſe his 
, Concurrence.” | 


Lord Hardwick * roſe next, and ſpoke as follows : Lord Hardwick, 


My Lords, l 

Upon an attentive Conſideration of the Addreſs now 
propoſed, I am not able to diſcover any Objections which 
cas juſtly hinder the unanimous Concurrence of this Houſe, 
ſince there is not any Prop oſition contained in it either dan- 
gerous or uncertain. 2 9 | 

The noble Lords who have oppoſed this Motion with 
the utmoſt Vehemence are far from denying what is aſſerted 
mit; they readily grant that 3 are concerted by 
many formidable Powers againſt the Houſe of Auſfria, and 
that the Conſequences of the Ruin of that Family muſt ex- 
tend to the utmoſt Parts of Europe, and endanger the Li- 
berties of Great Britain itſelf ; that the Power of France 
will then be without a Rival, and that ſhe may afterwards 
gratify her Ambition without Fear and without Danger. 

Nor is it, my Lords, leis obvious in itſelf, or leſs ge- 
nerally allowed, that this is a Time which demands the 
moſt ative Vigeur, the moſt invariable Unanimity, and the 
moſt diligent Diſpatch ; that nothing can interrupt the Courſe 
of our common Enemies but the molt reſolute Oppoſition ; 
and that upon our Conduct at this great Conjuncture may 
probably depend the Happineſs and Liberty of Ourſelves, 
our Allies, and our Poſterity. a} 
All this, my Lords, is allowed to be indiſputably true, 


I am therefore at a Loſs to conceive what can be the Oc- 


caſion of this Debate. As the Cauſes of the Calamities 


Vol. VIII. G which, 


Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain. 


\ 


a FIR \ 
An. 15: Geo. II. which are faid to threaten us are not aſſigned in the Ad. | 
1741. / dreſs, we ſhall leave ourſelves at full Liberty to charge them | 
upon thoſe who ſhall appear, from future Enquiries, to de- 
ſerve ſo heavy an Accuſation. e 
If the Miniſters have by any Inconſtancy in their Mea. 
ſures, or Folly in their Negotiations, given an Opportunity 
to the Enemies of ' Europe to extend their Influence, or en- 
dangered either our own Intereſt, or that of our Allies; if 
they have by Oppreſſion or Negligence alienated from his 
Majeſty the Affections of his People, or the Confidence of 
his Confederates, nothing that is contained in the Addreſs 
now before us can be produced by them in Juſtification of 
their Conduct, or ſecure them from Accuſation, Cenſure, 
and Puniſhment. . „ 
© If the War, my Lords, has been hitherto carried on 
with clandeſtine Stipulations, or treacherous Compadts, if our N 
Admirals have received Orders to retire from the Coaſt of c 
Spain, only to give our Enemies an Opportunity of invading 1 
the Dominions of the Queen of Hungary, or have without 
Directions deſerted their Stations, and abandoned the Pro- 


tection of our Commerce and our Colonies ; we ſhall, not- f 
withſtanding the Addreſs, retain in our Hands, the Priyi- 1 
lege of enquiring into their Conduct, and the Power, if it 00 
be found criminal, of inflicting ſuch Penalties as Juſtice ſhall 
require. 


* I know not therefore, my Lords, upon what Motive; 
the Debate is continued, nor what Objections they are which 
hinder our Unanimity at a Time when all trifling, Contro- 
verſies ought to be forgot, and all nominal Diſtinctions laid 
aſide ; at a Time when general Danger may juſtly claim 
general Attention, and we ought to ſaſpend our particular | 
Opinions, and the Proſecution of our ſeparate Intereſts, and 
regard only the Oppoſition of France, the Support of our 
Allies, and the Preſervation of our Country. . | 

* The noble Lords, who have offered their Sentiments on 
this Occaſion, have very diffuſely expatiated on the Miſeries 
that hang over us; and have with uncommon Acutenels 
traced them all to one Source, the Weakneſs or Diſhonelly 
of the Britiſb Mliniſtry. | | 3 

* © For my Part, my Lords, though perhaps, I believe that 
many Circumſtances of the preſent Diſtreſs are to. be im- 
puted to Accidents which could not be foreſeen, and that 
the Conduct of the Miniſtry, however ſometimes diſappoin- 
ted of the Effects intended by it, was yet prudent and fin- 
cere, I ſhall at preſent forbear to engage in their Defence ; 
becauſe the Diſcuſſion of a Queſtion ſo complicated muſt ne- 
ceſſarily require much Time, and becauſe I think * 
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uſeful to enquire how we were involved. in our preſent Dif- An. x5, Geo. II. 


fculties, as by what Means we may be extricated from them. 


« The Method by which every State is enabled to exert. \ 


their Strength with Efficacy, is the aboliſhing Suſpicions by 
which the People may be incited to a Diſtruſt of their So-, 
vereign, or- the Sovereign provoked. to a Diſregard of his 
People. With this View, my Lords, all Addreſſes ought 
to be drawn up, and this Conſideration will be ſufficient to: 
reſtrain us from any Innovations at a Time like this. | 

If it ſhould be granted, my Lords, that the ancient Me- 
thod were better adapted to the general Intention, of Ad- 
dreſſes, more correſpondent to the Dignity of. this Houſe, 
and liable to fewer Inconveniences than that which later 
Times have introduced, yet it will not follow that we can 
now ſafely change it. | 0 

Nothing, in the whole Doctrine of Politics, is better 
known than that there are Times when the Redreſs of 
Grievances inveterate and cuſtomary is not to be attempted; 
Times when the utmoſt Care is barely ſufficient to avert, 
extreme Calamities, and prevent a total Diſſolution; and 
in which the Conſideration of lighter Evils muſt not be ſuf- 
fered to interrupt more important Counſels, or divert that 
Attention which the Preſervation of the State neceſſarily 


demands. | 4 
such, my Lords, is the preſent Time, even by the Cen- 


ſeſſion of thoſe who have oppoſed the Motion, and of whom 


therefore it may reaſonably be demanded, Why they waſte 
theſe important Hours, in Debates upon Forms and Cere- 
monies ? N | 


* That the Danger is preſling, and that it requires Ex- . 


pedition and Unanimity, they willingly grant, and what, 
more is aſſerted in the Addreſs ? 


That any Lord ſhould be unwilling to concur in the 


cuſtomary Expreſſions of Thankfulneſs and Duty to his Ma- 
jelly, or in Acknowledgements of that Regard for this Houſe 
with which he aſks our Aſſiſtance and Advice, I am un- 
willing to ſuſpe& ; nor can I imagine that any Part of the 


Oppoſition to this Propoſal can be produced by Unwilling- 
neſs to comply with his Majeſty's Demands, and to promiſe 
that Advice and Aſũſtance, which it is our Duty, both to 


our Sovereign, our Country, and ourſelves, to offer. 


© That thoſe, my Lords, who have expreſſed in Terms ſo 
full of Indignation their Reſentment of the imaginary Ne- 


let of the Queen of Hungary's Intereſt, have declared the 


Houſe of Auſtria the only Bulwark of Europe; and expreſ- 


ſed their Dread of the Encroachments of France, with Emo- 
tions which nothing but real Paſhon can produce; ſhould be 
1741 82 | unwilling 
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An. 15; Geo. II. unwilling to aſfert their Reſolution of adhering to the Prag. 
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matic Sauctiun, and of defending the Liberties of the En. 


j 


pire, cannot be ſuppoſed! 


* And yet, my Lords, what other Reaſons of their Con- 
duct can be aſſigned either by his Majeſty, or the People, 
or the Allies of Great Britain ; thoſe Allies whoſe Claim 
they ſo warmly aſſert, and whoſe Merits they fo loudly ex. 
tol? Will it not be imagined in foreign Courts, that the 
Meaſures now recommended by the King are thought in- 
confiſtent with the Intereſt of the Nation? Will it not be 
readily believed, that we propoſe to lay aſide thoſe Deſigns 


of which we can not be perſuaded to declare our Appto- 


bation ? | | 
What will be the Conſequence of ſuch an Opinion an- 
fully propagated by France, and confirmed by Appearances 
ſo likely to deceive, may eaſily be foreſeen. The French 
will proſecute their Schemes a-freſh when they dread no 
longer any Interruption from the only Nation able to reſiſt 
them ; and it is well known, my Lords, how often Confi- 
dence by exciting Courage produces Succeſs. 95 
Nor indeed can the Sucteſs of their Endeavours thus 
animated be eaſily douhted, ſince the ſame Appearances that 
encourage them will intimidate their Enemies. Our Allies 
will then think no longer of a Union againſt the'general 
Enemy; they mult imagine their united Force infufficient, 
and the only Emulation againſt them will quickly be, which 
ſhall firſt offer his Liberty to Sale, who ſhall firſt pay his 
Court to the Maſters of Europe, and merit Mercy by a 
ſpeedy Submiſſion. | TR gh 
Abus, my Lords, will the Houſe of Auſtria, that Houſe 
ſo faithful to Great Britain, and ſo ſteady in its Oppolition 
to the Deſigns of the French Ambition, be finally ſunk in 
irrecoverable Ruin by thoſe who appear to pleaſe themſelves 
with Declamations in its Praiſe, and Reſolutions for its De- 
fence ; and who never ſpeak of the French without Deteſta- 
dion. 55 * 
If on this Oecaſion, my Lords, we ſhould give any Suſ 
picion of unuſual Diſcontent, what could be concluded but 
that we are unwilling any longer to embarraſs ourſelves 


with remote Conſiderations, to load this Nation with Taxes 


tor the Preſervation of the Rights of our Sovereign, and to 
hazard Armies in the Defence of the Continent ? What can 
our Allies think, but that we are at preſent weary of the 


expenſive Honour of holding the Balance of Power in our 


Hands, are content to reſign it to the Arbiters of Europe, 
and propoſe to confine our Care henceforward to our own 
immediate Intereſt. . | 4, 7 

| x «That 


* 8 
« That this is the real Defign of any of thoſe noble Lords An. 15. Geo. II. 
who have oppoſed the Motion, I do not intend to infinuate; 174. 
for I doubt not but they believe the general Intereſt both | 
of this Nation and its Allies, moſt likely to be promoted 
by the Method of Addreſs which they recommended; fince 
they declare that they do not think our State deſperate, and 
confeſs the Importance of the Affairs, on which we are re- 
quired by his Majeſty to deliberate, to be ſuch, that nothing | 43 
ought to repreſs our Endeavours but Impoſſbility of Succeſs. - 
Such is the Knowledge and Experience of thoſe noble | 
Lords, that the Hopes which T had formed of ſeeing the 
deſtructive Attempts of the French once more defeated, 
and Power reſtored again to that Equipoiſe which is ne- - 
ceſſary to the Continuance of Tranquility' and Happineſs, | 
have received new Strength from their Concutrence, and - | 
ſhall now hear with leſs Sollicitade the Threats of France. : : | 
That the French, my Lords, are not invincible, the | 
noble Duke who ſpoke laſt has often experienced, nor is 
there any Reaſon for imagining that they are now more for- 
midable, than when we encountered them in the Fields of 
Blenheim and Ramillies. Nothing is requiſite but a firm U- 
nion among thoſe Princes who are immediately in Danger 
from their Encroachments, to reduce them to withdraw their 
Forces, and quit, for the Defence of their own Territories, 
their Schemes of beſtowing Empires and dividing Domi- 
nions. OO n 
* That ſuch an Union is now cultivated we have been 
informed by his Majeſty, whoſe Endeavours will probably 
be ſucceſsful, however they may at firſt be thwarted and 
obſtructed, becauſe the near Approach of Danger will rouſe 
thoſe whom Avarice has ſtupified or Negligence intoxicated. 
* When therefore, my Lords, we are engaged in Conſul- 
taions, which may affect the Liberties of a great Part of 
Mankind, and by which our Poſterity to many Ages may 
be made happy or miſerable ; when the daily Progreſs of 
our Enemies ought to awaken us to Vigilance and Expedi- 
tion, and there. are yet juſt Hopes that Diligence and Firm- 
neſs may preſerve us from Ruin, let us not waſte our Time 
in unneceſſary Debates, and keep the Nations of Europe in 
duſpenſe by the Diſcaſſion of a Queſtion, the Deciſion of 
which may be delayed for Years, without any manifeſt In- 
convenience. Let us not embarraſs his Majeſty by an un- 
uſual Form of ' Addreſs, at a Time when he iz negotiating 
Alliances and forming Plans for the Reſcue of the Empire, 
Nothing, my Lords, is more remote from the real End 
of Addreſſes than a Repreſentation of them as made only to 
the Miniſter, for if there be any Commerce between a * 
| | an 
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Aa. 78. Geo, II. and his Subjekts in which he is the immediate Agent, if hi 


perſonal Dignity be intereſted in any Act of Government, 1 


> think it is not to be denied that in receiving the. Addreſſes 


of the two H ouſes he aſſumes a peculiar and diſtin Cha. 
racter, which cannot be confounded with his Counſel or Mi. 
I To this the Duke of Argyle replied : M 

„ 24 Een eee 

If there was now any Conteſt amongſt. us, for Superi- 
ority of Regard to his Majeſty, of Zeal for his Honour, or 
Reverence of his Perſon, 1 ſhould not doubt of proving that 


no Lord in this Houſe can boaſt af more Fidelity, or Reſpet 


than myſelf; and if the chief Queſtion now amongft us re. 


lated to the Terms in which he deſerves to be addrefled by 


us, I ſhould be unwilling that any Man ſhould propoſe, Lan. 
guage more ſubmiſſive than myſelf. _ eee, 
But Addreſſes, however they may for preſent Pu 


4 


| ſes 
be repreſented regarding the perſonal Character of the King, 


are in reality nothing more than Replies to a Speech. com- 
poſed by the Miniſter, whoſe Meaſures, if we ſhould appear 
to commend, our Panegyrick may, in ſome Future Pro- 


ceedings, be cited againſt us. Every Addreſs therefore ought 


to be conſidered as a publick Record, and to be drawn-up 
to inform the Nation, not to miſlead our Sovereign. 


The Addreſs now propoſed is indeed equally indefen- 


ſible, to whomſoever it may be ſuppoſed to relate. If it re- 
ſpects the People, it can only drive them to Deſpair ; if it 


be confined to the Sovereign, our Advice not our Panegyrick 


is now required, and Europe is to be preſerved from Ruin, 
not by our Eloquence but our Sincerity. Reſpe& to his 
Majeſty, my Lords, will be beſt ſhewn by preſerving his 


Influence in other Nations, and his Authority in his own 


Kingdom. 'This can only be done by ſhewing him how the 
one has been impair'd, and how the ather may be in time 
endanger'd. 5 3 

By Addreſſes like this which is now propoſed, my 
Lords, has his Majeſty been betrayed into an inadvertent 
Approbation of Meaſures pernicious to the Nation, and diſ- 
honorable to himſelf, and will now be kept ignorant of the 
deſpicable Conduct of the War, the treacherous Connivance 


at the Deſcent of the Spaniards upon the Domigions of the 


Queen of Hungary, and the Contempt with which every 
Nation of the Continent heard of the Neutrality lately con- 


cluded. By Addreſſes like this, my Lords, have the Rights 
of the Nation been ſilently given up, and the Invaders of 
Liberty, and Violators of our Laws preſerved from Proſecu- 

tion; 


's 4 wn wy on 


r 


EÜ 


+ no 


ws. 
* 


% 


Ts )- 


don; by ſuch Addreſſes have our Monarchs. been ruined at An. 25:Geo. In 


one Time, and our Country enſlaved at another. 


His Grace was anſwer'd by Lord Harrington * to the fol- Ld Harrington. 


lowing Effect: EH 
My Lords, 3 „ . 

« I think it neceſſary to explain that Treaty of Neutra - 
lity, which has been mentioned by ſome Lords as an Act to 
the laſt Degree ſhameful ; an Act by which the Nation bas 
been diſhonoured, and the general Liberties of Europe have 
been betrayed 3 a Repreſentation ſo diſtant from the Truth 
that it can only be imputed to Want of Information. | 

« This Treaty of Neutrality, my Lords, is ſo far from 
being reproachful to this Nation, that it has no Relation to 
it, being made by his Majeſty not in the Character of King 
of Great Britan, but Ele&or of Hanover ;' nor is any Thing 
ſtipulated by it but Security of the Dominions of Hanover 
from the Invaſion of the French for a fingle Year. 

What Part of this Tranſaction, my Lords, can be ſup- 
poſed to fall under the Cogniſance of this Houſe ? Or with 
what Propriety can it be mentioned in our Debates, or pro- 
duce an Argument on either Side? That the Dominions 
of Great Britan and Hanover are diſtin and independent 
on each other, has been often aſſerted, and aſſerted with 
Truth ; and I hope thoſe who ſo ſtudiouſly ſeparate their In- 
tereſt on all other Occaſions, will not now unite them only to 
reflect on the Conduct of his Majeſty. 

* I do not indeed charge any Lord with a Deſign ſo ma- 
lignant and unjuſt, having already aſſerted it as my Opinion, 
tiat theſe Reproaches were produced only by Ignorance 
of the true State of the Aﬀair, but cannot with equal Readi- 
neſs allow that Ignorance to be wholly blameleſs. 

* It is neceſſary, my. Lords, in common Life to every 
Man who would avoid Contempt and Ridicule, to refrain 
from ſpeaking, at leaſt from ſpeaking with Confidence, on 
Subjects with which he has not made himſelf ſufficiently ac- 
quainted. This Caution, my Lords, is more neceſſary when 
his Diſcourſe tends to the Accuſation or Reproach of another, 
becauſe he can then only eſcape Contempt himſelf by bring- 
ing it, perhaps unjuſtly, on him whom he condemns. It is 
more neceſſary ſtill to him who ſpeat:s in the publick Coun- 
eil of the Nation, and who may by falſe Reflections injure 
che publick Intereſt, and is yet more indiſpenſably required 
in one who aſſumes the Province of examining the Conduct 
of his Sovereign. | 

The 


One of the Principal Secretaries of State: His Lordſhip attended 
tix King abroad, when the ſaid Neutrality was concluded. 
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An. 25. Geo, II. - The Earl of 1lay | ſpoke next: 
My Lords 


1741. 
Earl of Ilay. 


Lord Bathurſt, 


© It appears that all thoſe who have ſpoken on either Side 


of the preſent Queſtion, however they may generally differ 


in their Opinions, agree at leaſt in one Aſſertion, that the 
Time which is ſpent in this Debate might be far more uſeful. 
ly employed, and that we in ſome Degree. deſert the 


Cauſe of Liberty by giving way to trifling Altercations. 


This indeed is an Argument of equal Force for a Conceſ. 
fon of either Side, but as in Affairs of ſuch Importance, no 
Man ought to act in a Manner contrary to the Convictions of 
his own Reaſon ; it cannot be expected that we ſhould be.un- 
animous in our Opinion, or that the Diſpute ſhould be deter. 
mined otherwiſe than by the Vote. Bs 

T have indeed heard no Arguments againſt the Motion 
which require long Conſideration ; for little of what has been 
urged has in my Opinion any Connection with the Queſtion 
before us, which is not, whether the Miniſters have purſued 
or neglected the Intereſt of the Nation, whether the War 
has been well or ill conducted, or our Negotiations managed 
with Dexterity, but whether we ſhall offer to his 'Majelty 
the Addreſs: propoſed ? 4 | 


# 


1 
E 


In this Addreſs, my Lords, it has never yet been proved 


that any Aſſertions are contained either falſe, or uncertain in 
themſelves, or contrary to the Dignity of this Houſe ; that 
any Act of Cowardice or Treachery, any Crime, or any 
Error will be ſecured by it from Diſcovery or from Puniſh- 
ment. „ 
* That this, my Lords, may appear more plainly, I move 


that the Motion may be read ; nor do I doubt but that the 


Queſtion will by a cloſer Examination be ſpeedily decided. 


Hereupon the Motion being again read in order to put 
the Queſtion, the Lord Barhurft ſpoke to the following Effet: 
My Lords, | f 
I know not why the noble Lord ſhould expect that, by 
reading the Motion, we ſhall come at a more ſpeedy De- 
termination of the Queſtion ; for if the repeated Conlidera- 
tion of it operates upon the Minds of thoſe Lords that have 
oppoſed it, in the ſame manner as upon mine, it will-only 
confirm their Opinion, and ſtrengthen their Reſolution, 
We are required, my Lords, to join in an Addreſs of 
Thanks to his Majeſty for his Endeavours to maintain the 


Balance of Power ; in an Addreſs, that implies a Falſhood 


open and indiſputable, and which will therefore only make 


us contemptible to our Fellow - Subjects, our. Allies, and our 


Enemies. 


| | _ What 
+ Lord Juſtice General, and Clerk-Regitter of Scotland. 
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What is meant, my Lords, by th 
ſuch a Diſtribution of Dominion as may keep the Sovereign 
Powers in mutual Dread of each other, and by Conſequence 
preſerve Peace; ſuch an Equality of Strength between one 
prince, or one Confederacy, and another, that the Hazard 
of War ſhall be nearly equal an each Side? But which of 
your Lordſhips will affirm that this is now the State of 
Europe ? F 4784 | | 5 
N Fri evident, my Lords, that the French are far from 
imagining that there is now any Power which can be put in 
the Balance againſt their own, and therefore diſtribute King- 
doms by Caprice, and exalt Emperors upon their own 
It is evident that the Continuance of the Balance 
Power is not now to be perceived by its natural Conſequences, 
Tranquility and Liberty ; the whole Continent is now in 


Confuſion, laid waſte by the Ravages of Armies, ſubject to 


one Sovereign to Day and to Morrow to another; there is 
ſcarcely any Place where the Calamities of War are not felt 
or expected, and where Property by Conſequence is not un- 
certain, and Life itſelf in — Danger 

One happy Corner of the World indeed is to be found, 
my Lords, ſecured from Rapine and Maſſacre, for one Year 
at leaſt, by .a well timed Neutrality, of which, on what 
Terms it was obtained, I would gladly hear, and whether 
it was purchaſed at the Expence of the Honour of Great 
Britain, though the Advantages of it are confined to Ha- 
Over. . » 

But as I am not of Opinion, my Lords, that the Ba- 
lance of Power is preſerved by the Security of Hanover ; or 
that thoſe Territories, however important, will be able to 
furniſh Forces equivalent to the Power of France; I cannot 
agree to promiſe in an Addreſs of this Houſe to aſſiſt his 
Majeſty, in maintaining the Balance of Power, though I 
ſhall chearfully give my Concurience in every juſt and vi- 
gorous Effort to reſtore it. | 
But as it may be urged that any direct Expreſſions of 


Diſcontent may be too wide a Deviation from the common 


Forms, which for a long Time have admitted nothing but 
Flattery, I ſnall only venture to propoſe that we may at 
leaſt eontract our Addreſs; that if we do not in plain Language 
declare all our Sentiments, we may however affirm nothing 
that we do not think; and I am confident that all the Praiſes 
which can be jultly beſtowed on the late Meaſures, may be 
compriſed in a very few Words. | 

It has been inſinuated, that this Change of our Stile may 


Vor. VIII H per- 


Balance of Power, but An. 15. Geo. II. 


1741. 


1741. 


Earl of Chol- 
mondeley, 


. (58 
An. 15. Geo. II. Perhaps ſurpriſe his Majeſty, and raiſe in him ſome Suſpici 


of Diſcontent and Diſapprobation; that it may incline him to 
believe his Meaſures, either not underſtood by us, or not ap- 
plauded, and divert him from his preſent Schemes by the 
Neceſſity of an Enquiry into the Reaſons of our Diſſike. 

And for what other Purpoſe, my Lords, ſhould ſuch a 
Change of our Stile be propoſed ? Why ſhould we deny on 
this Occaſion the Compliments which have been of late ſo 
profuſely beſtowed, but to ſhew that we think this Time too 


dangerous for Flattery, and the Meaſures now purſued ſuch 
as none but the moſt abje& can commend ? 1 3; 


I ſhould hope that if it be aſked by his Majeſty, to what 


Cauſe it is to be imputed, that the Addreſs of this Houſe is 


ſo much contracted, there would be found ſome amongſt us 


| honeſt enough to anſwer, that all which can be ſaid with 


Truth is contained in it, and that Flattery and Falſhood were 
not conſiſtent with the Dignity of the Peers of Great Britain. 

I hope, my Lords, ſome one amongſt us will explain 
to his Majeſty the Decency as well as the Integrity of our 
Conduct, and inform him that we have hinted our Diſcontent 
in the molt reſpectful Manner; and where there was ſufficient 
Room for the loudeſt Cenſure have fatisfied ourſelves with mo- 
deſt Silence, with a mere Negation of Applauſe. 

< Should we, my Lords, in Oppoſition to the Complaints 
of our Country-men, to the Repreſentations of our Allies, 
and all the Conviction which our Reaſon can admit, conti- 
nue to act this Farce of Approbation, what can his Majeſty 
eonceive, but that thoſe Meaſures which we applaud, ought 
to be proſecuted as the moſt effectual and ſafe? And what 
Conſequence but total Ruin can ariſe from the Proſecution 
of Meaſures, by which we are already reduced to Penury and 
Contempt? . 


His Lordſhip was anſwer'd by the Earl of CHolmondeliy. 
My Lords, | 

© It is never without Concern that I hear any Suſpicion 

inſinuated of Injuſtice or Impropriety in his Majeſty's Meas 

ſures, of whoſe Wiſdom and Goodneſs I have ſo much Know- 

ledge, as to affirm with the utmoſt Confidence, that he-is 

better acquainted than any Lord in this Houſe with the pre- 


ſent State of Europe; ſo that he is more able to judge by. 


what Methods Tranquility may be re-eſtabliſh'd ; and that 


he purſues the beſt Methods with the moſt inceſſant Dili - 


gence and Application. 


That the juſteſt Intentions may be ſometimes defeated, 


and the wiſelt Endeavours fail of Succeſs, I ſhall readily 
. grant; 
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( 59.) 
grant; but it will not follow that we ought not to acknow- An. 15. Geo. IL. 


ledge that Wiſdom and Integrity which is exerted in the 


Proſecution of our Intereſt, or that we ought not be grateful 
for the Benefits which were ſincerely intended though not 
actually received. 2 e e i ee 

The Wiſdom of his Majeſty's Counſels, my Lords, is 
not ſufficiently admired, becauſe the Difficulties which 
he has to encounter are not known, or not obſerved. Upon 
his Majeſty, my Lords, lies the Taſk of teaching the Powers 
of the Continent, to prefer their real to their ſeeming In- 
terſt, and to diſregard for the ſake of diſtant Happineſs, im- 
mediate Acquiſitions or Advantages. His Majeſty is en- 
deavouring to unite in the Support of the Pragmatick Sanc- 
tion thoſe Powers whoſe Dominions will be enlarged by the 
Violation of it, and whom France bribes to her Intereſt with 


| the Spoils of Auſtria; and who can wonder that Succeſs is 


not eaſy in Attempts like this? | 
In ſuch Meaſures we ought doubtleſs to endeavour to 
animate his Majeſty, by an Addreſs at leaſt not leſs expreſſive 
of Duty and Reſpe& than thoſe which he has been accuſto- 
med to receive, and therefore I ſhall concur with the noble 
Lords who made and ſupported the Motion. ; 
; * i . 
Then the Queſtion being put for agreeing to the Addreſs as 
propos d by the Earl of Malton, it paſſed in the Affirmative: 
Content 88. Not Content 4.3. | | 1 


Dec. 5. The Houſe of Lords waited on the King with 
their Addreſs of Thanks as follows: 


Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 


—— rat 


WI. your Majeſty's moſt datifal and loyal Subjects, Adareſs of 


the Lords Spiritual and, Temporal in Parliament aſ- Thanks for the 


; | . King's Speech 
ſembled, beg Leave to return your Majeſty our humble * 


Thanks for your moſt gracious Speech from the Throne, Sc gion. 


* and, at the ſame Time, to preſent unto your Majeſty our 
* ſincere and joyful Congratulations on your ſaſe and happy 
* Return into this Kingdom. | 

The juſt and neceſſary War in which your Majeſty is 
engaged againſt the Crown of Spain, is of ſuch high Im- 
* portance to the Trade and Navigation of your Subjects, 
and to the Welfare of your Kingdom, that it is with the 
* utmoſt Thankfulneſs we obſerve the great Concern which 
* vour Majeſty has been pleaſed to expreſs for carrying it 
on; which we hope, by the Divine Bleſſing upon your 
* Majeity's Arms, will be attended with Succeſs equal to 

1741 H 2 "5 © OI 
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An. 15. Gro, 11, © the Juſtice of your Cauſe, and ;he ardent Wiſhes of your 


1741. 


* a aA co R £A a * . N a a - 


eople. | 

« Your Majeſty has fo cruly repreſented the im . 
a ba e to which Europe is expoſed, in the preſent eriti 
Conjuncture, as muſt awaken, in every one, an Attention 
© ſuitable to the Occaſion : And we cannot but be fully ſen- 
* ſible of the evil Conſequences ariſing from the Defigns and 
Enterprizes, formed and carrying on for the Subverſion or 
Reduction of the Houſe of Auſiria, which threaten ſuch 


apparent Miſchiefs to the Common Cauſe. 


In this Situation it becomes us, with Hearts full of 6 
* titude to your Majeſty, to acknowledge your Royal Good: 


© nefs in expreſſing fo earneſt a Defire to receive, and fo hiph - 


a Regard for, the Advice of your Parliament : Your Ma- 
© jeſty, ſecure of the Loyalty and Affections of . your Peo- 
ple, may rely upon that, with the beſt grounded — 
dence; and we beg Leave to aſſure your Majeſty, that 
* we will not fail to take the important Points, which you 
© have been pleaſed to mention to us, into our moſt'ſerious 
© Confideration ; and, in the moſt dutifal Manner, to offer 
© to your Majeſty ſuch Advice as ſhall appear to us to be 
* moſt conducive to the Honour and true Intereſt of your 
Crown and Kingdoms. 

We have a due Senſe how much the preſent Poſture of 
Affairs calls apon us, for that Unanimity, Vigour, and 
© Diſpatch, which your Majeſty has fo wiſely recommended 
to us; and we do moſt unfeignedly give your Majeſty the 
ſtrongeſt Aſſurances, that we will vigorouſly and heartily 
concur in all juſt and neceſſary Meaſures for the Defence 
and Support of your Majeſty, the Maintenance of the 
Balance and Liberties of Europe, and the Ane of 
our Allies. 

As Duty and Affection to your Majeſty are, in us, fixed 
and unalterable Principles, ſo we feel the Impreſſions of 
them, at this Time, ſo ſtrong and lively in our Breaſts, 
that we cannot omit to lay hold on this Opportunity of 
approaching your Royal Preſence, to renew. the moſt fin- 
cere Profeſſions af our conſtant and invielable Fidelity: 
And we do with a Zeal and Firmneſs, never to be ſhaken, 
promiſe your Majefty, that we will, at the Hazard of all 
that is dear to us, exgrt ourfelves for the Defence and 
Preſervation of your ſacred Perſon and Government, and 
the Maintenance of the Proteſtant Succeſſion in your Royal 
Houſe, on which the Continuance of the Proteftant Reli- 
gion, and the Liberties of Great Britain, doth, under 
God, depend. 
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My Lords, ona to #10 ff oo bas; 1 205 N 
4 Heartily thank you for this very loyal and dutiful His Majeſty's , 
« | Addreſs, The Zeal, which yon have declared for Anfr. 
« my Defence and Support, and for the Maintenance of the er, 
« Liberties of Europe, and the Aſſiſtance of our Allies, gives 
me great Satisfaction. You may depend upon my con- 
« ſtant Regard to the Advice. of my Parliament, and my 
« ſteady Adherence to the true Intereſt of my Crown an 
6 Kingdoms.” . ; SEES oy 
CCC Nr 
Dec. 9. The Lord Chancellor acquainted the Houſe, that 
he had, purſuant to their Lordſhips Directions laſt Seſſion of 
Parliament, tranſmitted the Thanks of this Houſe to Vice- 
Admiral Vernon, for his gallant and ſqcceſsfal Conduct in 
the Veſt Indies, and that he had received a Letter from tjge 
fad Admiral, which was an Anſcer to their Lordſhips 
Thanks, and the ſame was read hy the Clerk, as ſollows; 


My Lord. Di $9759 hg botany en 

0 great an Honqur done to my Endrawours to ſarue his Admiral Ver- 

Majeſty to the le of my Abilities, by being thought de. ee, Letter to 
ſerving of the Thanks of fo noble and auguſt" an Aſembly, a. a try vo 
the Houſe of Lords, could not but fill my. Mind wvith the fin- turn for the 
ret Foy of being daem'd worthy of ſo higl an Honour as ta Thanks of the 
be recommended to Paſterity by their Lord/hips, for hating Houle. a 
diligently and reſolutely ſerved his Majeſiy and my Country. 

I hope the grateful Senſe of this Honour will ever fix' fa 
deep an Impreſſion on my Mind, as on all future Occa ſiaus 10 
animate me to preferve their Loraſhips good Opinion, and ma- 
nifift my Inclinatian to expreſs my grateful -Senſe of it, by 
continuing to exert the utmoſt of my poor Abilities, in à dili. 
bent and faithful Diſcharge of my Duty to his Majeſty and 


ny Country. | 
' Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient _ | 
| and moſt humble Servant,  ' 
Dec. 16. The Lords ordered an exact Liſt of the Navy; Order'd Lifts of 
ind where the Ships in Commiſſion are ſtationed, alſo a Lift the Navy and 


af the Land Forces, where quartered ; and another of the A; 
LE - Officers, | 


» #%, 2 I i 
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An. 15. Ceo. II. Officers, (if any) now at Minorca and Gibraltar, and who 
F lent, * - | ' T9811 6; 2 


15.34 


counts relating mitting Hoſtilities againſt Spain; alſo Copies of all Orders 
to the War ; eto Sir John Norris in 1740 and 174+ 3* Copies of all Ac- 
counts tranſmitted by Admiral Vernon or General Went 

«worth, relating to any Attempts - on * Carthagena, and the 

Operations of the Sea and Land-Forces, with the Reſult 

of the ſeveral Councils of War. eee 

Likewiſe of Ships Their Lordſhips alſo ordered a Liſt to be laid before the 
ee or pur- Houſe, of Ships built in private Yards ſince the 10th of 
FEES Fuly 1739, likewiſe a Liſt of Ships purchaſed by the Go- 

vernment ſince that Time. * eee 

Dec 22. The Lords ordered a Liſt to be laid before 

And of Cruizers, them of Ships employed, ſince the preſent War, as Cruizers 
to protect the Trade of our Merchants. Þþ 

The ſame Day a Motion being made, That an humble 

Addreſs * be preſented to his Majeſty, that he will be gn. 

| ciouſly pleaſed to give Directions, that there be laid before 

Motion for an this Houſe, Copies of all Memorials, Repreſentations, De- 

gue 7 clarations, and Letters, which have been ſent either to his 

rials, Letters,&c, Majeſty or his Miniſters, by the Queen of Hungary or her 

to and from the Miniſters, or by his Majeſty or his Miniſters, to the Queen 

To Hungary. of Hungary or her Miniſters, with the reſpective Anſwen to 

ſuch Memorials, Repreſentations, Declarations and Letten: 

And of all Letters wrote by either of his Majeſty's Princi- 

pal Secretaries of State, or any other of his Majefty's Mi- 

niſters, to his Majeſty's Miniſter reſiding at the Court of the 

Queen of Hungary, or by the ſaid Miniſter to either of his 

Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of State, or any other of his 

Majeſty's Miniſters, relating to the State of the War in the 

Empire, and the Support and Intereſts of the Houſe of 4 

firia, ſince the Death of the late Emperor.” The ſame was 

objected to: And a Queſtion being ſtated thereupon, it was 

propoſed after the Word [ Declarations] in the former Part 

of the Queſtion, to leave out theſe Words [and Letter) 

which being objected to: After Debate, the Queſtion was 

put, Whether thoſe Words ſhould ſtand Part of the Que- 

ſtion? It was reſolved in the Negative. 2 

And it being propoſed to inſert, after the Word [Min- 


feers] mentioned in the 4th Place [and of all Letters _ 
| e e ee 


* See an Account of the like Motion in the Houſe of Commons, in 
Cuandit's Hiſtory, Vol. XIII. p. 61. 


\ 


( 63 ( RE 5 | 5 

zave been ſent to his Majeſty's Miniſters by the Miniſters of An. 15 Geo. II. 
wn Queen of Hungary, or by” his 1 Miniſters to the 17414. 
Miniſters of the Queen of Hungary] The ſame was ob- 8 


* 


on 


jected to. "MR 
; Then it was propoſed to leave out theſe Words [ard of. 
all Letters wrote by either of his Majeſty's Principal Secre- 
taries of State, or any other f his Majeſty's Miniſters, 10 
bis Majeſty's Miniſter refiding at the Court of the Queen of 
Hungary, or by the ſaid Minifter to either of his Majeſty's 
Principal Secretaries of State, or any other of his Majeſty's 
Miniſters.) Which being objected to: The Queſtion was 
put, Whether thoſe Words ſhould ſtand Part of the Queſtion? 
It was reſolved in the Negative. Content 32. Not Con- 


tent 59. 


Diſſentient” Gb A . 
Becauſe the leaving out thoſe Words in the Motion inva- proteg on the 

lidates the Addreſs to the greateſt Degree, by denying the ſaid Motion's 

neceſſary Lights to ſee into Affairs of the utmoſt Concern, paſſing in the 

to the Nation, and Tranſactions maſt probably in Agitation . 

between Great Britain and the Queen of Hungary, inaſ- © 

much as there is neither Matter nor Means ſufficient left to 

give his Majeſty our heſt Advice upon, althovgh ſo gra- 

ciouſly asked from the Throne at this critical Conjuncture. 

Beſides which, it is apparently putting ſuch a Check and 

Reſtraint upon the Privilege of the Houſe of Peers in word- 

ing Addreſſes to the King, as may prove of the utmoſt Pre- 

judice and Loſs to both, which the Nation in general would 

in Conſequence be Sufferers by, ſhould this be made Uſe 

of þy miniſterial Artifice or Power, at any. Time to come, - 

3s a Precedent to defeat or. annull Addreſſes of this Kind, 

whereon the Freedom and Safety of his Majeſty's Perſon, and 

the Proteſtant Succeſſion and Government ſo eminently de- 


pend, | 
Hawerſbam. 


Then a Motion was made for the like Papers relating to Alſo on the like 
the French King, which was carried in the Negative by 60 Motion relating 
2gainſt 30. To which his Lordſhip likewiſe diſſented for do France. 

25 ſame Reaſons. : Po | a | 
uring this Month died in Flanders, Thomas, Earl of 1 

Hylecbury, and was ſacceeded by his Son Charles, Lord — i 

Bruce ; as did alſo Janes, Duke of Montroſe, Ec. in Scot- | 

land, ſucceeded by his eldeſt Son William, Earl Graham of 

be/ford in England. | 
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An. 15. Geo. 11 On the 5th of January the Biſhop of Oxford waited 
1741. on his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Vales, at Carleton- 
Houſe, with the following Meſſage, delivered to him (as he 
ſaid) by the Earl of Cholmondeley, from his Majeſty : + 
Meſſage from the © That if his Royal Highneſs would write a Letter of Con- 
* to the deſcenſion to the King, his Majeſty would give a gracious 
oy” Reception to him, his Friends, thoſe of his Councils, and 
* Servants, who, ſhould all be provided for in due Time: 
That the 50000 J. per Arnum ſhould be immediately add. 
© ed to his Royal Highneſs's preſent Income : And, that 

© all his Debts ſhould be paid with all convenient Speed.” 


To this his Royal Highneſs return'd the following An- 


His Royal High- ſwer, © That he look'd on this Meſſage as a Propoſal from 
nels's Anſwer. the Miniſter, and not from his Majefty : That he would 
© embrace the firſt proper Opportunity to throw himſelf at 
© his Majeſty's Feet: And at that Time ſhould be far from 
« preſcribing Terms for himſelf to his Majeſty : But that he 
© could not come to Court while Sir Robert Walpole pre- 
«© fided in his Majeſty's Councils: That he look'd on hi 
© as the ſole Author of our Grievances at Home, and of 
© our ill Succeſs in the Mes- Indies: And that the diſadvan- 
* tageous Figure We at preſent make in all the Courts of 
Europe, was to be attributed alone to him.” SS 
Fan. 20. The Lords went upon the Conſideration of the 
State of the Nation, and after reading ſeveral Papers, ad- 
journ'd to the next Day. 
Merdhants Peti..., The ſame Day the Merchants of London preſented to the 
tion relating to Houſe a Petition, complaining of the great Loſſes they had 
their Lofles by ſuſtained by the Spaniards, which being to the ſame Effet 
the Spaniards, ag that preſented to the Commons, f we think it unneceſſary 
to repeat. It may be ſufficient to obſerve, that their Lord- 
ſhips ordered them to be heard by themſelves or Counſel on 
the 4th of February. | 
Fan. 23. The Houſe appointed the Biſhop of Llandaff 
to preach before them on the zoth Inſtant. 92 
An Addreſs of Fan. 26. The Lords proceeded farther on the Conſide- 
Thanks for his ration of the State of the Nation, and the Lord Lovel moved 
11 an Addreſs of Thanks to his Majeſty, for his Care of the 
they axrrcd Queen of Hungary, which aſter Debate was agreed to by a 
to, Majority of 72 againſt 56. | 4 
9 


* Dr Secker, Rector of St James's, Weſtminſter, in which Pariſh 
was his Royal Highneſs's Reſidence. | 

+ See the Letters that paſſed between his Majeſty and his Royal 
Highneſs, in the 5th Vol. of TIM BERLAND's Hiſtory of the Houſe 


of Lords. 
1 See the Petition at large in CxanvrEr's Hiſtory and Proceedings 
of the Houſe of Commons, Vol, xili. p. 66. - 
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The next Day the Houſe began to talce into Conſideration An. 18. Geo. II. 
the State of Gibraltar and Minerca, and ordered the Lords to 1747 
be ſummoned upon the ſame, for the following Day, when — * 
after reading ſeveral Papers, Sc. A Motion was made; Moron rotating 
« That as it appears to this Houſe, by the Liſt of the Of. of fever Offices 
« ficers belonging to the Eſtabliſhment of Minorca ; That from theirreſpec- 
out of nineteen Officers, only one Adjutant, one of the tive Poſts at Mi- 
« joint Secretaries, the Provoſt Marſhal, and one Surgeon's norca. 
Mate, and the Signal-Man, are attending their Duty in 
« the Iſland : It is the Opinion of this Houſe, that the per- 
© mitting ſo many Officers to be abſent in Time of profound 
peace, would be a great Neglect of the Publick Service, 
© tending to the Deſtruction of Military Diſcipline ; but that 
the ſuffering them to be abſent in the Time of War, at a 
juncture, when the Iſland of Minorca has been threaten'd 
with an Invaſion from the Spaniards, renders the Poſſeſ- 
« fion of that important Place precarious, and is highly in- 
* jurious to the Honour and Intereſt of theſe Kingdoms.“ 
Upon which a Debate ariſing, the farther Conſideration 
thereof was adjourn'd to the next Day, and Major General 
Arfiruther, Lieutenant Governor, was ordered to attend. 

7an. 28. The Order of the Day being read for reſuming 
the adjourned Debate, which aroſe Yeſterday upon a Mo- 
tion made in Relation to the Officers who are abſent from 
Minorca, and for the Attendance of Major General Anftru- 
ther ; He attended accordingly, was called in, and being 
ſworn, was ſhewed the Liſt of the ſeveral Officers upon the 
Eſtabliſhment of Minorca, whereby it appears what Num- 
ber of them are abſent, and the Nature of their reſpective 
Offices, and was deſired to give the Reaſons (as far as he 
knew) which occafioned their Abſence, and was farther 
examin'd as follows: | | WERE 


HE Earl of Hertford, he ſays, is Governour, and the Praminstion of 
Occaſion of his Abſence is from his being infirm, and Gon nt 
not able to travel, and from that Infirmity has never been ther, the Licute- 
able to go to the Iſland. e e nant Governor. 
The Lieutenant Governour (wiz. himſelf) ſays, I am 
abſent by His Majeſty's Leave. 
2. When did you come away from the Iſland ?  . 
4. I left the Iſland the 15th or 16th of Febryary laſt, I 
can't be poſitive which ; but it was one of thoſe Days. 
2. Upon what Account did you leave the Iſland ? 
A. J had Leave upon my own- Application. | 
2. By what Orders did you come away ? 
4. The Leave that all Officers have comes regularly from 


the Secretary at War. 
8 | 2. Whether 


An. 15. Geo. 11, 
1741. 


lona along with Part of the Artillery. 


2. Whether you made * apo 
| yourſelf, and to whom you m 
A. I made it in the way all — made. to 4 
Secretary at War: I have the Leave of Abſence in my Poc- 
ket, ſent to me by the Secretary at War, by the King $ Or. 


| der. 


F319 of This he cvoihoach aa the ſame Was onadd; 3 * 
2. On whom did the Command Ne __ your com. 
ing away ? 
A. The Command always devolves upon the oldeſt Com- 
manding Officer, and that was Brigadier Page. 
9. As this was a conditional Leave, whether you were 


under any Apprehenſions of an Attack from the Spaniard: ; 


or whether the Deſign of the Spaniard: had actually been 
laid aſide, when you left the Iſland ? 

A. T underſtood my Leave of Abſence to be conditional ; 
that I had no Leave of Abſence, if I was under any Appre- 
henſions of the Ifland's being attack'd. Before I leit the 
Iſtand, I had certain Intelligence of the Enemies having | 
carried off Part of their Cannon, Part of their Mortars, and | 
Part of their Troops from Majorca, which was the Place MI 
from which they deſign'd to attack the Iſland. 

9. Whether, before you left the Iſland, you had any 
Correſpondence with Admiral Haddock ; or conſulted: him, 
ſo as to know his Thoughts with regard to the Spaniard c 
having laid afide their Deſign to attack the Iſland ? 

A. Tho' I was very ſure, from my own Intelligence, the f 
Deſign was laid afide for that Time, yet I apply'd to Mr. 
Haddock, to know if he had any Intelligence to the contrary, J 
who agreed with me, and that he had none. 

2. What Quantity of Cannon was carried aways and BY v. 
what remained at Majorca ? | 

A. As to the Quantity that was carried away from thence, 
I cannot be poſitive; what was brought from Barcelo 
thither I knew exactly, as well as the Number of Mortar: 
There were 2500 Men carried back from Majorca to Barti 


2. Whether the Report of Minorca's being in Danger of 
an Attack from the Spaniards, did not ceaſe, juſt at the 
Time, or a little after the Time that the Spano Squadron 
ſail'd from Cadiz to the Weſt- Indies? 

4. J think what prevented the Iſland's being attack d at 
that Time, was five Ships that Mr. Haddock brought from 
Gibraltar, which he conceived to be Force enough to prevent 
any Attack being made upon the Iſland. My Intelligence wa, 
that they were to come into the Iſland with a Body of 16000 


Men, gooo whereof were to come from Barcelona, aud 
7000 


( 51) 


1000 PEN! _— After this * Haddock came up with An. 15. Geo. IT. 


the Ships; and 1 n that Was whas fe the 


Attack. 
9. Ask'd, the ſame. Queſtion again as to the Time of the ks 


Report cealing ? + 
4. The Fleet ſail'd ſome Time after that, about three 


weeks or a Month after that, to the beſt of my Remembrance. 


9. At what Time did Mr. Haldect's Ships come to 
Minorca ? 

A. I cannot charge my dae wich the exact Time - 

9. Whether, in your Opinion, 16000 Men are neceſſary 
to make the Siege of Fort St. Philip, or whether 10,000 
Men are not ſufficient ? © 

A. If tis agreed, as the Spaniards believ'd, that the Peo- 
ple of the Iſland are in their Intereſt, what the noble Duke 
ſays, I believe, might be ſufficient, becauſe when thoſe 
Troops were to come over, by my Intelligence, there were 
Arms for 7000 Men, that it was poſſible they imagin'd the 
Iſland would furniſh them with; which makes me believe 
they did think the People of the Iſland would: have joined 
them. But had that Number of Men been in the Intereſt of 
the Engliſh, the noble Duke knows 16000 would be ſcarce 
ſufficient. . 

9. Whether the land can't be attack d from ce ? 

4. To be ſure the Ifland can be attack'd from any Fart 
of Spain. 

9. Whether the Number of Troops left in Majorca were 
ſufficient to make you fear any ay | 

A. I apprehended no Danger from the Troops left in 
Majorca. 

2. Whether the Commiſſion you. have as Lieutenant- Go- 
vernor, gives you the ſame Powers, as the Governor 
would have if he were preſent ? 

A. I underſtand it does. | 

9. Acquaint the Houſe with the Nature of thoſe . | 

A. The Civil Government of that Iſland is carried on by 
Judges of the King's Nomination, Natives of the Iſland ; 
they are govern'd by their own Laws ; the Governor has a 
Power, upon the Judges being of different Opinions, to a- 
gree with thoſe whoſe Opinions he thinks are the beſt. 


2. Had Colonel Paget, upon your going away, the ſame 


Powers which you had when you were preſent ? 

A. I underſtand he had : It has been the Cuſtom 3 
that any Commandant, in the Abſence of the Governor and 
Lieutenant-Governor, exerciſed the ſame Powers. 

2 Has the Commandant thoſe Powers in 2 Abſence of 

t 


1741. 


An. 15. Geo. Ih, the Lieutenant Governor of Courſe : or has he 
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lar Commiſſion for that Purpoſo? ways 
A. I do not underſtand he has any — — Jo 
_ Wheth hen you art the ce, a by: Mil 1 
ether you, whe you are there a 
Commiſſion as Lieutenant - Governor? ö | 8 
A. La by Cos e from bis Mejly . Lin itena 


eee 5 *£ 
2. Whether in caſe "the Lland flood r neuter. 10000 | 


were ſufficient to form the. Siege, and ſucceed i in it? 

A. As to the Succeſs of a Sieg Siege I can't ſay e 
think; if the Troops were complete, 16000 1 len would find 
great Difficulty in conquering the Port. 


. Whether Admiral Haddock, - at that Time, had not 


a ſufficient Number of Ships to prevent any Attempt 
the Iſland, except the Spaniards had been ſuperior at Br. 
A. 'Tis my Apprehenſion, while * is a Fleet in the 
Mediterranean ſuperior to the Spaniſh Fleet, any. Attempt 
upon the Iſland will never be made; there's no manner of 
Doubt of it; for I believe nothing but Mr. Haddoct's co 


| with five Ships (as I mention'd before) prevented the Attack, 


2. What is your Opinion of the Diſpoſition and Temper 


of the People, whether they would have ſided with the 


Spaniards if an Attack had been made? 

A. The People in that Iſland, ſince it has Bly in the Po. 
ſeſſion of the Engliſh, have been much happier , than ever 
they were formerly, and preatly ' richer.; notwithſtanding 
which, I may venture to aſſure your, Lordfhips , that thy 
would join the Spaniargs. 

A. Whether the State of the Eſtabliſhment laid before the 
Houſe, which you have in your Hands, is the ſame oY a 
it was when you left the Iſland, and what Variations, if at 

A. One of the Secretaries I brought with: me. from 
Iſland ; and there's the Fort Major, hath had his Majely' 
Leave very lately. I do not know of any other Alterations. 

Whether the Regiments were compleat, as to Men 
and Officers, when you left the Iſland ? 

A. No, my Lords; but there may be laid before your 
Lordſhips an Account of the Men  xiſed for the different 
Regiments in that Ifland,; ſince the late Agate, 
which, I make no Doubt, wou'd-convince your Lordih 
that there has been no Nagledt but. the Death, and 
tion of Men that are liſted here for that Place, make it im- 
practicable to keep them compleat, in the common Way of 
Recruiting here. 


2. What Number of Officers were re abſent at that Ty, 


* 
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and what Number of Men were wanting to compleat the An. 15. Geo. It; 


Regiments ? 

A, I really can't acquaint your Lordſhips with that, up- 
on my Memory; but there is an Account of that in the 
Returns that were ſent from the Iſland. _ 

2. Whereabouts was the Number of Officers and Men 
wanting ? 


4. I know there we were a great Number of Men wanting 3 3 


] believe near 700. 

9. What Number of Officers La 

A. I cannot recollect; but, I believe, not ſo many of- 
ficers as Men, in Proportion. 

9. Whether there was not, at that Time, a Number of 
Recruits rais'd, and ſome upon the Sea going thither? 
A. To be ſure, there are always, Recruits going thither. 


I have ſent Forty Men within this Fortnight, and have a 


great many more to go. 

2. Whether you think it poſſible for the Regiments at 
Portmahon to be perpetually full; and whether you think 
there is a Fund ſufficient to keep them ſo? | 

4. Tis utterly impoſſible; there may be an Account laid 
before your N of Recruits which coſt the Captain 
40. J. a Man. 

9. Whether tis poſſible to keep the Regiments more 
compleat than they were when you left the Iſland ? f 

A. To be ſure they may be more compleat: but we were 
under ſome Misfortunes of loſing Recruits in their going 
thither. 

A. Whether you do not think there might have been ſuch 
Methods taken, as wou'd have kept thoſe Regiments as 
compleat as other Regiments are kept? 

4. In Place of Recruiting in the ordinary Way, if hve 
had been Draughts ſent over once a Year, to compleat thoſe 
Regiments, to be ſure they would have been more compleat 
than they now are, tho' there are many geen to the 


Draughting of Regiments. 


2. Whether you ever met with any one Colonel chat 
did not complain, when his Regiment was Draughted? 

A. I believe there is no Colonel of a Regiment that i in- 
clines to have his Regiment Draughted. 


9. Whether you yourſelf in your Correſpondence here - 


have not complain'd of the Number of Officers abſent, and 
Men wanting ? 

A. I have repreſenred that there were too many Officers 
abſent, and that the Regiments were not complete. 

4 Whether you have not nn wh it often ? 
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An. 15. Geo. It, 
1741. 


« 74 * | 

A. L have repreſented it, but, upon ee 
tell whether once or twice. 7 
2. What Anſwers did you. receive?” 1 2 hy 

A. Upen my firſt Complaint, his Wegen Wis + pleats 
order a Draught of Men from Ireland to complete the *Re- 
giments I found in the Iſland. I was afterwards" told, that 
the proper Orders were given for the abſent Officers, 0 rep 
to their Poſts. 

2. Whether you fond any ERR of thoſe Orders that 
you were told were given ? | 
A. Upon thoſe Orders ſeveral Officers attended, but ut 
all. 


2. Whether you do not know that Orders {66 bong 
Times publiſhed in the Gazezre for all Officers to repair to 
Minorca, notwithſtanding any Leave of Abſence'z and whe- 


_ ther Letters were not wrote - to the Commanding Officers of 


the Regiment there, and particularly of your own'Re 
acquainting them' with thoſe Orders, and direfting them to 
make * of ſuch Officers as did not attend upon thoſe 
on 82 
I know thoſe Orders were given, * upon thoſe Or- 

* ſeveral Officers did attend. I ſent over, from Time to 
Time, a Return of the Abſent Officers, and of the Non- 
effedtive Men, by which the Secretary at War behov's to 
know, who did obey thoſe Orders, and who did'not. 

2D. Whether upon the repeated Accounts and Retyras you 
made of the Officers abſent, you ever heard that any of the 
Officers abſenting themſelves in this Manner, were mt 
brought to a Court Martial? 

A. 1 know of none being brought to a Court Martial in | 
that Iſland for that Crime. 

9. Whether you ever heard from Erg lan, that any of 
them were brought to a Court Martial ? 

A. About ſeven Years ago, I had an Officer in 1 
ment broke for diſobeying the King's Orders to — 
Poſt. I had another Example later than that, about Te | 


Months ago. 


2. Whether you have the laſt Return you made of Men 
and Officers wanting? 

A. The Returns are in the War Office. 

Then he proceeded to the next Officer upon the Liſt, the 
Commiſſary General of the Stores and Proviſions, Lord 
Viſcount Irwin, who is abſent —— Says that Office has 
always been executed by a Depute. 

The next upon the Liſt is the Deputy Jodge Advocate, 
and Commiſſary of the Muſters, Sir Anthony Weftrombe, Bart 


who is abſent —— Says he was there a Number of Yew, 
g 


\ 


| | EX 1} La og Es 
but has ated by a Depute, for, I believe, Eight or Nine 4. ; 


Years. wg <2 e 
The next upon the Liſt are the Joint Secretaries, Grosge 
Moncrieſt and Theophilus Bancon. —— Says, Mr Moncrizf, 
one of the Secretaries, T brought over with me, with Pa- 
and has always continued there. | Fas 
The next upon the Liſt is the Chaplain, James Auchmuty, 
who is abſent —— Says he lived there a conſiderable Num- 
ber of Years, and has been abſent, to the belt of my Re- 
membrance, about eight Years. 
The next upon the Liſt is the Captain of the Forts, Robert 
Frampton, who is abſent. — Says, This is a Gentleman 
that I never ſaw, and who never was in the Iſland. 
9. What is his Duty? _ a 3 
A. His Duty is to lock the Gates of the Fort, and bring 
the Keys to the Commanding Officer at Night, and to open 
them in the Morning, which is now done by the Adjutant 
LA „ 
2. Do you know where he is, or any thing of him ? 
4 | 
2. How long has he held his Office? | 
A. He ſucceeded one Dobins, to the beſt of my Remem- 
brance, about two Years ago. L | 
2. What is his Salary or Pay? | pet 
A. I believe it is a Crown a Day ; I cannot be poſitive, 
but I think 3t # gr | | 


pers relating to the Iſland ;, the other Secretary is there, 


The next upon the Liſt is the Provoſt Marſhal, James Cofby, 


who is preſent. _ | „ 

The next is the Signal Man, John Caſtillio, who is pre- 
ſent. | | 

The next upon the Liſt, are the four Officers belonging to 
Fort St Anne (viz.) George Moncrieff, Fort Major; Giles Wake- 
man, Adjutant; Culmer Cockerill, Surgeon ; and Daniel 
Cabroll, Surgeon's Mate ; who are abſent. — Says, This 
Fort is the Place where the Fortifications were deſign'd to 
have been made; and had they been made in this Place, 
I will venture to ſay, Twenty thouſand Spaniards could not 
have taken it. That was the Reaſon of there being a Staff 
propos'd for the Fort, which is at preſent no more than a 
broken Windmill, and no Houſe nor Cover for a Man to lye 
in, a Place where I put a Man to hoiſt a Flag when any Ship 
appears off the Iſland,  _ EY | 

9. Whether if the Perſons belonging to this Fort had been 
upon the Iſland, they might not have been of Uſe in the 
other Fort ? 

A. They would have been ſo many Supernumeraries ; 
EE K 2 | and 
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An. 15. Ges. II. and a Place that is befieg'd cannot be the weaker for havin 
1741. a Supply of a Surgeon and hen! pk Mate. ; 
"0 What the 


* 


does the Pay of theſe four Officers amount to? : 


A. I cannot upon Memory tell th directiy. Your Lord - 


ſhips may have it from the War-Office © 

9. Whether thoſe Officers would have been oblig d to af. 
ſiſt in defending the qther Fort, if it had been attack'd, and 
would have been under your Command ? | 


4 


4. I underſtand that every Elabliſhment there is under 
my Command; and if the Place had been attack'd, they 


would have been as much oblig'd to defend it, as they w 
Fort Sz Anne. | | | | 
The next upen the Lift are the Officers belonging to Fort 
St Philip, (viz.) The Lieutenant Governor, Major-General 
Roger Handaſſde +, who is abſent. — Says, I do not know 
by whoſe Leave he is abſent, | RG 
2. How long has he been abſent ? | 3 
A I believe he has not been there for a Number of Years, 
The next upon the Liſt is the Fort Major Peter Dumas, 
who is abſent. — Says, He came to England about fix Weeks 
ago, and he never was from the Iſland, fince it was in Po- 
ſeſſion of the Engliſb, above three or four Monts. 
2. Whether you know any particular Reaſon he had for 
coming over; or whether the Leave was given him fora 
Time, and whether he is not now upon his Return ? 

A. He had, as I underſtand, the King's Leave, to come 
over, and is now under Orders, or going to the Iſland again. 
2. Whether you know the Reaſon of his coming over? 

A. I do not know the Reaſon other than that he brought 
his Wife and Family to ſettle them here. 1 
The next upon the Liſt is the Adjutant, Arthur Morris. 
Says, He is there, and has been there many Years. | 
The next is the Surgeon James Scot, who is abſent. — 
Says, This is the only Perſon upon the Liſt that I did give 
Leave to come to England, and who ought to have returned 
before now, | 
1 next is the Surgeon's Mate, Jonathan Elder, who is 
reſent. 
2. What is your Recruiting Fund in Minorca? 
4. The Recruiting Fund is the ſame as that of the Troops 
in England, which is two Warrant Men upon the Liſt, 
which are ſuppoſed to be Non- effective. 


©. Whether 'tis poſſible this Fund ſhould be ſufficient to 


compieat the Regiments ? 
:* FS 


F Member in the laſt Parliament for Huntingdon, and Petitioner in 


This; as was Gen. Anſtruther himſelf for the Burghs of Anſtruther, &e. 


See CHANDLER's Hiſtory of the Commons, Vol XIII. 


FF 


4. J have acquainted your Lordſhips with the Difficulty Aug. Ceo. II. 
1741. 


and Expence that Gentlemen are at in Recruiting the Troops 
in that Iſland. An Officer in England can have a Man for 
Ten Shillings, which would coſt A rs per in the Iſland Ten 
or Fifteen Pounds. 

9. How many Years the Regiments in Minorca have been 
there without being relieved ? 


4. There are Two of the Regiments in the Iſland that 


have been there Five or Six and Twenty Years ; there are 
Two others that have been there Fifteen or Sixteen Years. 


My Regiment his Oy was pleated: to order over —_ 


four Years ago. 


9. Whether you are not convine'd; that this is not re- 


lieving of the Regiments; and whether the keeping the Re- 


giments ſo long — n not W of Aer ene to 


the Service ? 

J. I think it has. 

2. Whether there have not been many ; melancholy . 
ces of the Deſpair of the Soldiers in thoſe Regiments * 

A. Yes, there have. 


9. Whether you had not Directions to white to the Iſland | 
to acquaint them, that the Regiments would be relieved, one 
Regiment every Year till the whole were relieved ; | and 
whether you did not repreſent that that would be fatisfac- 


ory ? 


that he might acquaint the Troops, that his Majeſty was 
determined to relieve one Regiment every Year ; which, my 


Lords, I am fatisfy'd would put a Stop to all ſuch Acci- 


dents that have happen'd, and be ſatisfaQtory. 
9. What Time was that Letter wrote ? : 
A. I wrote that Letter about nine Months ago. 


9. Whether any Regiments have gone thither ſince that 


Time ; and whether you know of any that is going to 
embarle ? 


4. J have been told lately, that two Regiments will be 


ſent, one to relieve a Regiment at Gibraltar, and another 
to relieve one at Minorca 3 ; but none are gone hitherto. 


2, You are deſired to acquaint the Houſe with ſome of 


thoſe Inſtances of Deſpair in the Soldiers; and whether they 
have been frequent? 


A. There have been a good many Inſtances of Soldiers 


upon that Iſland ſhooting off their Hands, and ſome of them 
ſhooting off their Feet, and ſome ſhooting themſelves thro? 
the Head, of thoſe that have been the longeſt there ; by 
which your Lordſhips will obſerve, they will incapacitate 
themſelves from getting their Bread at home, rather than 


continue there, 
| 2. How 


4. I did write to the Commanding Officer of the Iſland | 


Aa 1g. Geoilt, Q. How lately were you told, that two Regiments were 


An Addreſs re- Ifland of Minorca, and the Lieutenant- Governor of Font 


ative. was nor could be controverted by any one Lord, the Cen- 


( (98+) 


1741. to be ſent from hence, one to Gibraltar, and the other to 
| F win Wink got wb OLGA han 
A. I think it was about a Menth ago that I heard ſo. 
©. Who was it that told you ſo? . 004 8 
A. I heard it from the Lords of his Majeſty's Council. 
2. Did not you attend at a Committee of Council about 
three Weeks ago, touching Affairs relating to Portmabon.? 
A. I did. | «16:20 95 . N f news; 
2. How long have thoſe Accidents been frequent? 
A. Thoſe Accidents were frequent before I had the Ho- 
nour to command in the Iſland ; and ſeveral of them have 
happen'd ſince I have been therme. 
9. Did not you repreſent this ſome Time before. you 
left the Iſland, in your Correſpondence here? 
A. Upon my Word I can't be poſitive, but I think I did. 
Then he was directed to withdraw, and being withdrawn 
accordingly, the Propoſition made  Yefterday was again 
Rated, and the Queſtion being put thereupon, it was re- 
ſolv'd in the Negative, by 69 againſt 57. "FRA 
Then a Motion being made, That it appearing to thi; 
Houſe that the Governor and Lieutenant-Governor' of the 


aca 


1 Philip, and ſeveral other Officers upon the Eſtabliſhment 
abſent Officers to there, are now abſent from the ſaid Iſland, to the maniſeſt 
repair to their Prejudice of the Publick Service; Reſolved that an humble 
Poſts at Minorca. Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to give Directions, 
that the Officers upon the Eftabliſhment who are abſent, as 
aforeſaid, do forthwith repair to their reſpective Poſts, and 
that his Majeſty, out of his Royal Care of ſo important a 
Place, will be pleafed to give the ftrifteſt Orders, that for 
the future to prevent any ſuch Prejudice to the Publick Ser- 
vice, fuch'a Number of the faid Principal and other Officers 
as ſhall be ſufficient to perform the Services belonging to 
the ſaid Efiabliſhment, be conſtantly reſident on the Plate: 
The fame was agreed to; and order'd to be preſented to his 
Majeſty by the Lords with White Staves. | 
A Negative being put upon the firſt Motion, the folloy- 
ing Proteſt was enter'd. | 


Difjentient” : | W_ 
Om oy I. Becauſe we conceive, That as the Fact ſtated in the 
relating thereto former Part of the Queſtion, appear'd plainly from the Pa- 
paffing in the Ne- per laid before this Houſe by the proper Officer, and neither 


ON no . uo 2 yy > AE r am a „ 


ſure contain'd in the latter Part of the Queſtion was not 


only juſt, but as gentle as ſo evident a Neglect of ſo im- 
h portant 


(79) 
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portant à Place, at r 


The Principal, if not the only Argument made of by 
thoſe Lords who oppoſed the Motion was; That the Cenſure 
was general, and pointed at no particular Perſons, which 
we rather apprehend to be a Proof of the J aſtice and Mo- 
deration of that Cenſute, as it could then only light upon 
the Guilty whoever: they were; and we are inelined to be- 
lieve, that had the Cenſure been applied to any particular 
perſons, the contrary Argument would have been urged, 
and the Injuftice- of a particular Cenſure, without Proofs, 
ſounded high, tho' poſſibly, at the ſame Time, the neceſſary 
Means of getting at thoſe Proofs might have been render'd 
difficult: That out of Nineteen Officers paid upon the Eſta- 
bliſhment of Minorca, Fourteen were abſent, among whom 
were the Governor, the Deputy Governor, and the Go- 
vernor of Fort St Philip, was a Fact diſputed by none, tho 


the ſlighteſt Cenſure of it was oppos'd by the Majority of the 
Houſe. We. therefore hope, that Poſterity, to whom we 


thus appeal, will not only approve of our Conduct in this 
Motion, but will likewiſe, from the ill Syecefs- of it, find 
Reaſons: to excuſe our not attempting many others of the 
like Nature. itt 74d $1463, 63 51 

II. Becauſe, when we conſider the tender Apprehen- 
ſions of the Adminiſtration for the Iſland of Minorca, in the 
Year 1740, when, upon Information received, that a few 
Troops were marching to the Coaſts of Catalonia, and a 
few Tartanes aſſembled in the Port of Barcelona, Orders 
(poſſibly obſcure from that Precipitation which the Emer- 
gency requir'd). were ſent to our Admirals in the Medirer- 
ranzan, to provide immediately for the Defence of that 
(ſand, even by going there with their whole Force, if ne- 
ceſſary ; by the Execution or Miſtake of which Orders, 
the Span; Squadron was ſuffered to ſail from Cadiz to the 
We/t Indies, to the imminent Danger of our Fleets and Poſ- 


ſeſhons there z We cannot well account for that profound 


Security in which the Adminiſtration ſeem'd to be the laſt 
Year, with Regard to that valuable Poſſeſſion, when an Em- 


barkation of fourteen or fifteen thouſand” Men, and above 
two hundred T ranſport-ſhips was publickly preparing at Bar- 


telona, and conſequently within eight and forty Hours Sail 
of Mi norca, which Embarkation ſoon after went undiſturb'd 
to Italy: But we fear this inconſiftent Conduct may give too 
much Credit to Inſinuations lately ſcatter'd in Poblick, 


that the Britiſb Miniſters were as ſecure that Minorca would 


not be attack'd by the Spaniards, as the Spaniſb Miniſters 
were that their Embarkation would fail to Jah undiſturb'd 
by our Squadrons in the Mediterranean, 


III. 


P 
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An, 15. Geo. II. III. Becauſe it appears, That: about the ſame Time that 


1741. 


r 
Roa 


Major General n/truther left that Ifland,: by Leave from 
the Secretary at War, which was on the 15th-of Nh 


laſt, Admiral Hadaacł informs the Secretary of State, in a 
Letter of the loth of the fame Month, that by the lateſt 
Letters from Mr Conſul Birtles, he mentions, That a 
„ Spanifh Embarkation is actually intended, and tho? the 
«« firſt Deſign was on a ſudden dropp'd, the laſt Intelligence | 
«+. declares the ſame to be renew'd-again ;' which Informati- 
on, we conceive, . was ſufficient -to: have excited 2 
ſeem to 


Apprehenſions for the Danger of that Iſland, than 


have been entertained, ſince no one Step appears to have 
been taken thereupon for its Defence, or any Leave of Ab. 
ſence recalled ; but the whole Government was ſuffered to 
devolve to a Lieutenant Colonel of one of the Regiments 
'there. iti TR YI 


IV. Becauſe it appear'd by the. Examination of Mejor Ge. 


neral Auſtruther at the Bar, that when he left Minorca about 


the 15th of February laſt, above 700 Men were wanting to 
complete the Regiments there, and near the ſame Proportion 


of Officers abſent : That the private Soldiers were ſo uneaſy 


at having been there ſo long, that many deſtroyed! them. 
ſelves from Deſpair, and many maimed themſelves to get 
diſcharg'd. That ſhould the Iſland be attacked, the 
bitants would, in his Opinion, certainly join the Spaniardt: 
That in his Opinion too, that Iſland was always in Danger 
when our Enemies were fuperior in the Mediterranean, which 
has been for ſome Time, and is ſtill the Caſe, All which 
Circumſtances concur to prove the Danger, the Neglect, and 
the Juſtice of cenſuring ſuch a Neglect at ſuch a Tim 
V. Becauſe it was ſaid in the Debate by thoſe whole high 


Stations beſt enable them to know, That a general :Relaxa- 


tion of Government, and Abuſes of this Nature, were the 
Vices of the preſent Age. A melancholy Truth I which 
we conceive is ſo far from being an Argument. for Impunity, 
that it evinces the Neceſſity, at leaſt, of cenſuring ſuch #8 
we can attain to the Knowledge and Proofs of. And indeed 
we have but too much Reaſon to believe, that the ſeven 
Abuſes committed in the ſeveral Branches of the Govert- 
ment, unpuniſhed at leaſt, if not conniv'd at, have already 


produc'd Effects too ſenſibly felt by this Nation; which Ar 


buſes, from the Nature of Things, - neceſſarily multiply 


themſelves, and if not ſpeedily check'd, muſt ſoon forge a 


Chain of reciprocal and criminal - Dependency, too ſtrong 


ſor even the Authority of this Houſe to break, too hea 


for the Conſtitution to bear. VI 
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;-and as it may ee LEE. 8 -:p 
to intimate future Guile to blick Crimes, "is balanced _ | 
by private Minifterial Merit, may elude Inquiries, 

or prevent Detection — Crime, yet) 
the Criminal; but Mankind, "we fear, may. be at a Lo 
account for Motives ſo criminal a Neglect, fully Rated, 
proved and admitted, 57 eſeape without Cenſute i or 
aſcribe it to 0 we as would affect the Reputation, 3 
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„Win T I conſider * n of. our Anceſtors upon | 
the like Occaſions, the Evidence of the Ne left now der . 8 
our Conſideration, the Importance of the Place fo grofsly 

and ſo evidently neglected, the fatal Conſequence that Ne- 

gleft has been 8 with, and the more fatal Conſequen- 

ces it might probably have been attended with,” I muſt con- 

clude, that no Cenſure was ever more juſt, no Cenſure was 

erer more moderate, no Cepſure was ever more neceſſary, 

than that contained in the Propoſition now before you. The 

Iland of Minerce has in every. Gircumſtatice been ſo much 

reglefted for many Years paſt, that I am ſurpriſed at its re. 

maining ſtill in the Poſſeſſion of Great Britaiz. The very 

Deſpair which the poor Soldiers were drove to by being kept 

{ long in the Iſland, without Hopes of being ever relieved, 


rares KS 


us of itſelf ſufficient to endanger the Loſs of that valuable. 
ng WH. oſteſion; for I wonder it has not before now made them 
vy Vol. VIII. L mutiny, 


4 
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An. 15. Geo. II. mutiny, und deliver 2 1 the Spaniards. At js 
1741. happy for us that our Countrymen have generally a ur 1 
— e their native Soil, and a greater Sab foreign 
Countries, than moſt other People have; for it is this ly; 
in my Opinion, that has preſerved to us the Poſſeſſon of 
Minorca, and perhaps Gibraltar likewiſe. Conſidering how 
ill the Garriſons of both ' theſe Places PL 
how long they have ſuffered under that Treatment; what 
little Hopes they had of being ever relieved, and what En- 
couragement they had Reaſon to expect from the Enemy, 

it is ſurpriſing to me that both have not before no been 
delivered. up to the Spaniards, either by a'Matiny among 
the Soldiers, or by the Treachery of ſome of the inferior 

Officers; but as ſuch Mutiny or. Treachery would have diſ- 

abled them from eyer returning to their native Country, 

which they moſt earneſtly wiſh” for, and would have obliged 

them to live among Spaniards whom they moſt heartily de- 

ſpiſe, this alone, I believe, has prevented their being puilty 

of it. | by ? 2 4 1 6. 5 | e ( wh 

© Whilft they have any Hopes of returning to their native 
Country, theſe. Hopes, my Lords, will ſtill prevent ſuch a 
fatal Effect; but if the Regiments in Garriſon there ſhould 
begin to loſe all Hopes of being ever relieved, if they would 
begin to look upon themſelves as fixt there for Life, it 
may very probably produce ſuch an Effect, or it may induce 
them to make but a faint Reſiſtance in Caſe, an Enemy 
ſhould come to attack them; and the Abſence of ſo many 
Officers neceſſary for the Defence of the Place may, furniſh 
thoſe that are, there with an Excuſe for that faint Reſiſtance, 
Buy ſuch Means the Place might be loſt, without leaving it 
in our Power to puniſh thoſe that were immediately the Oc- 
caſion of it. They would perhaps be made Priſoners by 
the Enemy, and would of courſe be ſet at Liberty upon the 
Concluſion of the next Treaty of Peace, which would fur- 
niſh them with an Opportunity they could never otherwise 
have expected, I mean that of returning to their native 
Country; for as no Slavery is admitted among Chriflian 
Potentates, we could not inflict that Puniſhment upon them, 
which Regulus adviſed the Romans to inflict upon the Army 
under his Command: If we did not exchange or redeem 
them during the War, the Enemy would of courſe diſcharge 
them upon the "Concluſion of a Peace; and upon their Re 
turn we could not in Juſtice puniſh them for ſuffering them- 
ſelves to be relieved by an Enemy, from that Puniſhment, 
which had moſt unjuſtly been inflicted upon them by ther 
Country. I ſay Puniſhment, my Lords, for to keep any 
RE I 1 e Regiment 
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Regiment at Portmahon longer t heir Tarn 
requires, I muſt look on as a Sort of Puniſhment. It is a 


Relegatio in Inſulam, which was one of the ſevereſt Puniſh- \ 


ments among the Romans, eſpecially when it was during 


Life; and js a Puniſhment which ought to be inflicted upon 


no Man, unleſs he has been, guilty of ſome very heinous 

We have had it proved zt our Bar, my Lords, how ill 
the common Soldiers brook their being kept fo long from 
having N of their native Country. Many of them 
have put an End to a wretched Life, rather than continue 


V4 


longer in what they look d upon as an unjuſt and cruel Ex- 


ile: Many others of them have maimed themſelves, and 
thereby rendered themſelves” not only unfit for the Service, 
but unfit for getting their Bread at home, rather than con- 
tinue longer in the Place where they were; and the Dear- 
neſs of Proviſions, chiefly occaſioned by the Taxes and Pro- 
hibitions arbitrarily impoſed by the Governors, muſt make 
it very inconvenient both for Soldiers and Officers confined 
to live in thoſe Garriſans. We may from hence ſee, how 
dangerous it is to truſt the Preſervation of thoſe important 
Places to Men who have no Hopes of ever ſeeing their 
Friends at home, as long as thoſe Places remain in our Poſ- 
ſeſſion ; and the frequent Leave of Abſence given to the 
Officers, and to ſuch Numbers of them at a Time, muſt 
certainly add to this Danger, becauſe it adds to the Diſ- 
content of the common Soldier, who can never expe& Leave 
of Abſence, and renders his Caſe more provokingly de- 
nn „ 5 

. The Importance of the Iſland of Minorca, with reſpect 
to our Trade in every Part of the Mediterranean, is in it- 
ſelf ſo manifeſt, and has been upon former Occaſions ſo 
clearly demonſtrated to your Lordſhips, that I need not fay 
much for proving what is ſo univerſally known and acknow- 
ledged. It muſt be allowed, that our Trade with "Barbary, 
Turkey, Italy, and the Coaſts of France and Spain, ſituated 
in the Mediterranean, is of the utmoſt Conſequence to this 
Nation; and to every one of theſe, our Poſſeſſion of Mi- 
10a is of great Importance, becauſe it not only affords our 


Ships a ſafe and convenient Port to refit or careen, and to . 


refreſh their Men ; but it renders our Trade to every one 
of theſe Places more ſecure, and more difficult to be di- 
ſturbed or interrupted by an Enemy. Ever fince we had 
Poſſeſſion of this Iſland, the Corſairs of Algiers, Tunis, and 
the other pyratical Places upon the Barkary Coaſt, have 
been more tractable, and more ſhy of breaking with us. 
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ger than their Turn of Duty An. 18. Geo, II. | 
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An, is 2 N e how cy for us, not only to Lug 2 
„ uadron to the Mediterranean, but to it thers 
— — m have compelled them to ſubmit to our T 
makes them afraid of breaking with ny and, if by Chance 
they do, more ready to be reconciled : Whereas, ſhould 
we loſe this Poſſeſſion, after having kept it ſo long, they 
would deſpiſe us more than ever they did heretofore, and 
would be ready upon every Occafion to come to an open 
Rupture with us. Conſequently our Poſſefſion of Manges 
muſt render our Trade in every Part of the Mediterrancus 
more ſecure than it could otherwiſe be; and when we lap- 
pen to be at War either with France or Spain, this Tland 
will always be a great Advantage to us, by affording a ſafe 
-. Part for our Merchant Ships to run into, when. chaced by 
Privateers, and by enabling us to keep always, in the Me 
 diterranean, @ ſuperior Squadron for protecting our Trade, 
and for infeſting the Enemies Coafts, as well as deſtroying 
their Privateers. OA . 
But, my Lords, in caſe it ſhould ever happen, as it pro- 
bably may, that both Frarce and Spain ſhould unite in a 
War againſt us, the Poſſeſſion of this Iſland would be of the 
utmoſt Conſequence to our Trade in the Mediterrancan : 
Nay, in this Caſe, it would be very difficult for us to carry on 
any Trade in that Sea without it ; eſpecially now that aSon of | 
Spain is in Poſſeſſion of the two Szcz/ies ; for if France and | 
Spain ſhould declare againſt us, we could not expect that the | 
ing of the two Sicilies would Tong continue our Friend; WW ( 
and how the Ports of Taſcany may be diſpoſed of at the End 
j 
| 


of the preſent War it is impoſſible to determine. In this Cale, 
it would be impoſſible for us to keep a ſuperior Squadron in 
the Mediterranean, it would be dangerous even to ſend any 
ſach Squadron thither, becauſe our capital Ships would have 
no Place of Saſety to retire to in Caſe of a Storm, nor any 
Place to refit or careen. The Bay of Gibraltar, fince the 
Spaniards have been allowed to erect ſuch Works upon it, is 
far from being a Place of Safety, nor can any capital Ship be 
careened in either of the Moles there ; and if the King of | 
Portugal ſhould be overawed into ſuch a Neutrality, as to 
refuſe Admittance into his Ports for any Squadron of Ships 
of War, our Poſſeſſion of Gibraltar would become precarious ; 
for we could not always keep a ſuperior Squadron there for 
his Defence, and the Enemy might take an Opportunity, in 
the Winter Time, if we had no ſuch Squadron there, to at- 
tack the Place both by Sea and Land, and might carry it be- 
fore we could, at that Seaſon of the Year, ſend a Squadron | 


from hence for its Relief; ſo that the Preſervation of Gibral 
| far 
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depends upon agr preſerying M to 1. 


:fter one another ; for an Adminiſtration that will neglea 
the one, will in all Probability equally negle& the other z 
and while we preſerve a Superiority at Sea in the Mauer 
anzan, it is impoſſible we ſhould loſe either, unleſs it be 
by the Treachery, Neglect, or MifconduR of our Minifiters.” 
Their Treachery, my Lords, you cannot. prevent, but 
you may puniſh ; and you may prevent any fatal Effect from 
their Neglect or Miſconduct, by being watchful to cenſure 
| it as ſoon as it happens. And as what is propoſed to be een- 
fured by this Motion, has ſomething in it more eriminal 
than mere Neglect: As no Officer can be abſent without 
Leave, the giving of that Leave, or adyifing his Majeſty to 
ve that Leave, to a great Number of them at a Time, 
; an Act which I think would be criminal even in Time 
of profound Peace; but is much more heinouſly ſo, at a 
Time when we are in open War with that very Nation 
which lays Claim to. this Iſland, and at a Time when that 
yery Nation was preparing a formidable Embarkation, at 
the Port which is the moſt convenient of any they have, 
for making an Invaſion apon the Iſland of Minorca: * 
At ſuch a critical ConjunQure, my Lords, the granting 
or continuing Leave of Abſence to any one Officer belong- 
ing to that Garriſon, is certainly criminal; but at ſuch a 
Time to grant or continue Leave of Abſence to fourteen 
Officers out of nineteen, is what can be excuſed by nothing 
but a Confeſſion, that our Miniſters had, without his Ma- 
jeſty's Authority, entered into Treaty with his Majeſty's 
Enemies, and had promiſed to allow them to fail undiſturbed 
o attack his Majeſty's Allies in Tach, provided they en- 
raged not to attack his Majeſty's Iſland of Mizorca. This, 
am convinced, is a Confeſſion which our chief Miniſter 
will take care not to make: He certainly muſt remember, 
that to meet and treat with an Enemy, in a Time of open 
War, without any Aathority from the Sovereign, was one 
of the Articles of Impeachment againſt the Earl of Oxford. 
bat ſuppoſe he had ſuch an Authority, I will fay it was 
highly criminal to adviſe his Majeſty to conclude any ſach 
Treaty, and ftill more criminal to adviſe his Majeſty to 
truſt ſo far to it, as to leave Minorca at ſuch a Time without 
its full Complement of Officers and Soldiers; for ſuppoſe 
the Enemy had broke through the Engagement, and had 
taken Minorca in their Way to rah, would your Lordſhips 
have allowed any Miniſter to plead their Breach of Faith ; . -.._ 
is an Excuſe for his ridiculous Conduct? 1285 1 | "A 
| | « 
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An. 15. Geo, II. --* T-ſhall grant, my Lords, that four of the abſent Officer 
_. 774% belong. to a Fort projected and intended to have beeh_huil 
in the Reign of the. late Queen, but of which no one Stones 
yet laid; ſo that thoſe Officers, if they had been 

could have had no particular Charge to take Care of ; but g 
the building of that Fort, I mean Fort Se Anne would hay b 
added greatly to the Strength of that Iſland, according w 

the Opinion of the Lieutenant Governor, who has been ex. 

amined at your. Bar, and, indeed, according to the Opinion 

of every Man of common Underſtanding that has ever been 
there, its not being built, nor ſo much as begun, in ſo m 

Years after its being firſt projected, is, in my Opinion, ſuch 

a Neglect, that it ſeems to be a manifeſt Proof of our Mini. 

ſters having had an Intention to ſurrender that Iſland ap to 

the Spaniards, as ſoon as they could do it with any Safety 

to themſelves. Thank God, they have been hitherto dif 

appointed; but I cannot, upon this Occaſion, avoid obſer- 

ving, how fond our Miniſters are of having Places and Con- 

' miſſions to diſpoſe of among their Creatures and Tools; for 

tho' the Deſign of having this Fort built ſeems for mary 

Years to have been entirely laid aſide, yet they have taken 

Care to continue in Commiſſion, and in full Pay, a For 

Major, an Adjutant, a Surgeon, and a Surgeon's Mate; and 

IT am, indeed, ſurpriſed, that they never took it into their 

Heads to appoint a Lieutenant Governor of this non-oſtenſ- 

ble Fort; for it would have been a good Sine-Cure Poſt for 

ſome of their Friends, and he ſurely might have lived here 

at home, with as much Safety to the Iſland, as the Lieute- 
nant-Governor of Fort Se. Philip, which is a Fort now in 

being, having been built by the Spaniards, before we got 

Poſſeſſion of the Iſland. Of what Conſequence this Liente 

nant Governor may be to the Safety of that Fort, I pro 

feſs, I cannot determine; but if he can be of no Conſe 

quence, I am ſure, the Poſt ought not to be continued a 

Charge upon the Publick ; and if ſuch an Officer can be of 

any Conſequence to the Safety of the Place, it is certainly a 

great Neglect to allow him to be abſent for a Number of 

Years, as he has been, according to the Information your 

Lordſhips have bad from the Gentleman examined at your 
Was. - 8 | . 

Among the many other Neglects that have appeared in 
your Lordſhips Examination of this Affair, I cannot conclude, 
without taking Notice of the bad Diſpoſition the Inhabitants 
ſeem to be in. The Lieutenant Governor of the Ifland 
has told you, that, tho* the Inhabitants of the Iſland be now 
much richer than they ever were, whilſt under the Dy 
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of the 5paniard;, yet, in his Opinion, ehey mold certainly An. 23. Oe. 11 


join the Spaniards in caſe they ſhould invade the: Iſland. As 
this, my Lords, is a very extraordinary Cireumſtance, it muſt 
de owing either to the People's thinking themſelves oppreſſed 
by us, or to their continuing bigotted to the Popiſh Religion. 
[f to the former, it ſhews à very great Neglect in our Ad- 
miniſtration, which ought certainly to take Care to relieve 
the People from every Oppreſſion they can have the leaſt 
Reaſon to complain of; and if it be owing to their conti 
nuing bigotted to the Popiſh Religion, this likewiſe muſt be 
owing to a Neglect in our Adminiſtration; ſor tho“ we are, 
by the Treaty of Utrecht between Spais and us, engaged to 
permit the free Uſe of the Roman Catholick Religion in that 
Iſland, yet we are no way engaged not to take Meaſures for 
converting the Inhabitants to the Proteſtant Religion; be- 
cauſe the Clauſe by which we are obliged to take Meaſures 
for preſerving the Roman Catholick Religion there, has this 
expreſs Proviſo annexed to it, Provided the ſame be con- 
« ſikent with the Civil Government and Laws of Great Bri- 
© tain ;* which every Body knows it is not. Therefore we 
might not only have taken Meaſures for reforming the In- 
habitants, but we might have ſet up the Church of England 
25 the eſtabliſhed Religion of the Iſland, with an- Indulgence 
to Roman Catholicks as to the free Uſe of their Religion. If 
we had done this, and had taken Care to have able Divines + 
and Preachers among them, moſt of the Inhabitants might _ 
by this Time have been true Members of the Church of 
England, which would have made them unite heartily with 
the Garriſon againſt the Spaniards, inſtead of joining with 
them; and would have been one of the moſt effectual Me- 
thods we could have taken for ſecuring the Poſſeſſion of that 
Iſland. But I do not hear, that we ever took Care to have 
any one Proteſtant Preacher among them, or that we ever 
took any Method for donverting the Inhabitants to our own 
Religion; which is a Neglect that I wonder the Reverend 
Bench has, not before now taken Care to ſee rectiſied; for I 
muſt look upon it as a Reproach upon our Religion as well 
as upon our Politics. 1225 | | 

© Theſe, my Lords, and many others which I could men- 


tion, are NegleQs or Omiſſions which very much affect the 


Security of that Iſland. If they were.of a late Date, we 
might have ſome Hopes, that our Miniſters would of them- 
ſelves take Care to rectify them in Time to come; but they 
have been ſo long continued, and fo often repeated, that we 
can expect no Amendment, unleſs we enforce it by a Cen- 
ſure upon ſome of thoſe that are paſt, The Neglect, or ra- 

| : $ ther 


4 16. Geo, II. ther the Fact mentioned in the firſt-Part of this Neuen, i 


1742. 


Reſpect make our preſent, and 


Lord Hardwicke. 


(88 ) 


ſo evident, and ſo manifeſtly criminal, that it cannot h 


Cenſure propoſed, moderate as it is, will p 
the like for the future, and, Loom it will in ey 
careful to provide for the Safety of this Iſland, which is of 
ſuch Importance to our Trade in every Part of the Mediter. 
rantan, and conſequently to our Trade in every Part of the 
World ; for there is ſuch a Connexion between the ſeveral 
2 n that no one 1 — 
out doing a Prejudice to every one of the reſt, by putting 
it out of the Power of our Merchants . 5 proper 
Sortment of the Cargoes they ſend out to foreign Markets, 
without being obliged to purchaſe ſeveral of the Commodi- 
ties they have occaſion for at the ſecond or third Hand, in- 
Read _w re them = the par 9 they will al- 
ways do as long as we have a free a n Trade with 
. Then the Lord Chancellor ſpoke to the following Par. 
© I ſhall readily admit, that the Iſland now under our 


F 


Conſideration, is of conſiderable Importance to our Trade, 


and conſequently to the Riches and Strength of this Nation; 
but yet I muſt think, that the Importance of it has been a 
little exaggerated in this Debate; for I cannot be of Opini. 
on, that without having Poſſeſſion of this Iſland, we could 
not keep Gibraltar, nor carry on any Trade in the Maditer- 
ranean. Before we had Poſſeſſion either of this Ifland or 
Gibraltar, we carried on as extenſive a Trade, I believe, in 
the Mediterranean, as we have ever done ſince; and tho 
France:and Spain were united in a War againſt us, and for 
ſome Time in Poſſeſſion of the two Sicilies as well as the 
Iſland of Minorca, yet we preſerved our Poſſeſſion of Gibra- 
tar, and defeated their moſt vigorous Efforts againſt it, at 3 
Time when it was not near ſo well fortified, nor ſo well 
provided as it is now. Therefore, my Lords, tho? there 8 

ood Reaſon to confider the Iſland of Minorca as a Place of 

mportance, yet it is not of ſuch Vaſt Importance as it has 


been repreſented in this Debate. 


However, my Lords, as it is a place of Importance, 
and as the Honour as well as Intereſt of this Nation is con. 
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Neglect ſhould be laid in a proper Manner before, t 
I ſhould readily join in cenſuring Wh 

a due Inquiry and full Proof,” ſhould appear to bave been 
puilty of that Neglect; but I cannot join in the Cenſure 
now propoſed, becauſe I am not convinced, that the Place 
has been any Way neglected 3 becauſe T do not think, that 
thoſe Things alledged to be Neglects, have been in a proper 
Manner laid before us; and becauſe I ſhall always be againſt 
eneral Cenſures, on Account of their loading the Innocent 
equally with the Guilty. . With regard to thoſe Things that 
have been alledged as Neglects, they confiſt, 1 think, in 
keeping ſome. of the Regiments too long there, in giving 
Leave of Abſence” to too many Officers at a Time, in not 
having before this Time erected the intended Fort called 
St Anne, and in not Fa Meaſures for converting 
the Inhabitants to the Proteſtant Religion; for as to the In- 
habitants being under any Sort of Oppreſſion, tho' it has 
been inſinuated as a Preſumption, no particulat Act of Op- 


preſſion has, I think, been ſo much as alledged, © 
* 'Cho' I do not pretend to underſtand much of the'Mili- 
tary, yet as L muſt examine into it, ſo far as Lam able, be- 
fore I can form any Judgment, or give my Vote in this 
Queſtion, I ſhall beg Leave to examine theſe ſeveral Inftan- 
ces of Neglect; and in the Courſe of that Examination I 
; ſhall endeavour to ſhew to your Lordſhips that no one of 
them has been properly and fully laid before this Houſe. 
With regard to the keeping of ſame of the Regiments ſa 
long upon the Iſland, I really do think, and I am in Chari- 
ty bound to believe, that it has always proceeded from a 


very laudable Deſign, a Deſign to fave the publick Money, 
and not from any es much leſs from a Deſign to 
expoſe the Iſland to any Danger of being delivered up to the 
Enemy. We all know, that the tranſporting of a Regiment 
to Minorca, and bringing another from thence, muſt at all 
Times be attended with a very great Expence to the Pub- 
lick, which if poſſible ought certainly to be ſaved 3 and the 
Difference between a Soldier's ' ſerving at home, where he 
has ſeldom or never the Pleaſure 6f ſeeing any of his Friends, 
or Relations, and his ſerving in Minorca, is not, I think, fo 
great as to make it an inſufferable Hardſhip upon a Regi- 
ment, to keep it continually, or for a great Number of 
Years, in Minorca ; at leaſt it will never be thought ſuch a 
Hardſhip by the Soldiers as to occaſion their mutinying and 
delivering the Iſland up to the Enemy, whereby they would 
forfeit all Hopes of ever returning to, or being provided for 
Vor. VIII. e Cs b 
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An. 15. Geo. II. by their native Country, even after their being grown old 


and decrepid, which they are ſure of, if they ſerve out their 
Time with Fidelity and Courage. . 

This Conſideration, my Lords, will always ſecure the 
Iſland againſt any Danger from a Mutiny amongſt the Soldi. 
ers, even ſuppoſing the Regiments now there were never to 
be relieved ; and as to their, being thereby induced to make 
but a faint Reſiſtance in caſe of an Attack, I hope, we may 
depend upon our being ſecured againſt this Event by the na- 
tural Courage of our Men, and their general Averſion to the 
Character of a Coward. But we have another Security a- 
gainſt this Event, which is the Puniſhment both the Officers 
and Soldiers might be ſubjected to, by the Martial Law, 


upon their returning to their own Country, either by being 


redeemed during the Continuance of the War, or by their 
returning upon the Concluſion of a Peace; for, I hope, it 
will not be ſaid, that we cannot, in this as well as in other 
Countries, puniſh both Officers and Soldiers for Cowardice 
or Neglect of Duty. | 

As for the Inſtances of Soldiers maimimg themſelves, 
or, perhaps, ſhooting themſelves through the Head, many 
of theſe Inſtances may have proceeded from their being 
tired of the Service, or from their conceiving ſome Diſguſt 
at their Commanding Officer, as well as from their Deſpair | 
at being continued ſo long in that Iſland ; for as in that 
Iſland there is no Poſſibility of deſerting, the Irkſomneſs they | 
are under, or the Diſguſt they have conceived, muſt. ope- 
rate ſtrongly upon their Minds, and may often produce ſuch 
cruel Effects. Even here at home, if there were no Poſſibi- 
lity of Deſerting, I make no doubt but we ſhould often hear 


of ſuch Maimings and Self-murders. In this I am confirmed 


by the many Inſtances we have of Deſertion here at home, 
notwithſtanding the ſevere Penalty that attends it; for a Fel- 
low that will riſk being ſhot for Deſertion, rather than con- 
tinue longer in the Service, or longer under the Cc 

of ſuch an Officer, would very probably ſhoot himſelf 
through the Head, or by Maiming render himſelf unfit for 
the Service, if he found there was no Poſſibility of Deſert- 
ing. Theſe are Inconveniencies which muſt be endured, 
becauſe they cannot be prevented; for ſurely our Govert- 
ment is not to give a Soldier Leave to draw his Dil- 
charge, whenever he is pleaſed to become tired of the Ser. 
vice, or to conceive any Diſguſt againſt his Officer ; and 
much leſs are they to put the Publick to the Expence of 
bringing a Regiment home from Minorca, and ſending ano- 


ther in its Place, whenever any of the Soldiers conceive an 
| | Averſion 
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where they are. 


« My Lords, we have ſeveral Regiments and Independent * 
Companies in America, and very probably we may, for the 
future, be obliged to keep more there than we have ever 


done heretofore : Is there not the ſame Reaſon for relieving 
thoſe Regiments and Independent Companies, by ſending 
others in their Stead from Time to Time, that there is for 
relieving the Regiments in Garriſon at Minorca ? I believe 
it will be allowed, that the Service is as hard and dangerous, 
and much more inconvenient in every Part of America, than 
it is in Minorca 3 but it would be ſo inconvenient, and fo 
expenſive to the Publick, to give our Army their Turn of 
Duty upon ſuch Service, that no Man, I believe, will ever 
pretend, it ought or can be done ; and therefore it muſt be 
allowed as an eſtabliſhed Maxim, that every Man that inliſts 
in the Army, is patiently to ſubmit to bis Lot, and to ſerve 
in any Part of the World where the Regiment or Company 
in which he engages, is appointed to ſerve by our Govern- 
ment ; and that he is to ſerve there as long as our Govern- 
ment ſhall think fit to continue in that Place the Regiment 
or Company to which he belongs. 15 

« But ſuppoſe, my Lords, it were a Fault to continue a 
Regiment for a great Number of Years upon Duty in Mi- 
norca : Suppoſe it were ſuch a Fault as ought to be cenſu- 
red by this Houſe, unleſs ſome good Reaſons could be given 
for ſhewing that it was unavoidable ; yet ſurely, ſome ſuch 
Reaſons may be given: We cannot ſuppoſe the Thing im- 
poſſible ; and therefore I muſt think, the Affair has not 
been brought before us in ſuch a Manner as to enable us to 
ſorm any Judgment, much leſs to paſs any Cenſure upon it; 
for ſurely we ought to have had the Secretaty at War be- 
fore us, or ſuch Perſons as could beſt inform us, what were 
- Reaſons for keeping thoſe Regiments ſo long in that 

ace, 

Thus, I hope, I have made it appear to your Lord- 


' ſhips, that the keeping of the ſame Regiments for a Num- 


ber of Years in Minorca, is either no Fault, or not as yet 
brought before us in a proper Manner ; and as to giving 
Leave of Abſence to too great a Number of Officers at a 
Time, I believe the Caſe will appear in much the ſame 
Light. I ſhall grant, that to give Leave to too great a 
Number of thoſe Officers that are abſolutely neceſſary for 
tie Defence of the Garriſon, to be abſent at one and the 


lame Time, would be a very great Fault ; but that this has 


ever been done, I think, there is at preſent no Proof before 
1741 M 2 us ; 


4verſion to the Service, or to their Officers, or to the Place An, 15. Geo. II. 
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An. 15. Geo. II. us; and as I really think the Method of ſtating the Fact 


in the firſt Part of this Motion a little captious, I think it 
inconſiſtent with the Dignity of this Hoùſe to agree to it. 
There is a great Number of Officers belonging to the Gar- 
riſon and Troops in Minorca : For what I know their Num- 
ber may amount to near zoo, and therefore I do not think 
it quite fair to ſtate the Fact as it is in the Motion, that 
out of nineteen Officers there are but five preſent. Why, 
my Lords, is the Number nineteen mention'd, as if that were 
the whole Number of Officers belonging to the Place? It 
would have been, I think, more fair to have mentioned 
the whole Number of Officers belonging to the Garriſon and 
Troops, and the whole Number abſent. ' If the Fact had 


been ſtated in this Method, the Proportion between the 


Number abſent and the Number preſent would not have 
appeared near ſo great: It would have appeared that the 
Number preſent was vaſtly greater than the Number ab- 


ſent; and from thence one may ſee the Reaſon why the 


Fact has been ſtated as it now appears upon the Face of 
this Queſtion, which is, in my Opinion, a very Rrong Rea- 
fon why your Lordſhips ſhould not agree to it. 
But now, my Lords, with regard to thoſe Officers who 
have been proved at your Bar to be abſent; there is not 
one of them whoſe Preſence ſeems to me to be abſolutely 
neceflary for the Defence of the Place; and if it ſhould 
be attacked, I believe, it would be ſucceſsfully defended, 
tho" no one of them 'ſhould'be able to get thither during 
the whole Time of the Attack. The Gentleman who has 
now the Command, is a Brigadier General and Colonel of 
a Regiment in your Service, and is a Gentleman of an efta- 
bliſhed Character both as to his Honour and Military Know- 


| ledge; fo that the Place could no way ſuffer by the Ab- 


ſence of its Governor and Lieutenant Governor; and the 
Places of all the reſt are ſupplied by Deputies; or by other 
Officers, who have done, and can do the Buſineſs equally 
well as if they themſelves wore preſent upon the Spot. 

© The Leave of Abſence therefore given to theſe Off- 


cers, cannot, be look'd on as any Fault, and much leſs de- 


ſerving your Lordſhips Cenſure ; but ſappoſe” there were 
more of the Officers abſent than there are, our Superiority 
at Sea will always be an Excuſe for indulging thoſe Officers 


with Leave of Abſence, whoſe Health or private Affairs re- 


quire. their Preſence at home ; for while we retain this Su- 
periority at Sea, it will always be in our Power to ſend 
them back as ſoon as we find it neceſſary; and if ever we 


ſhould be fo unfortunate as to loſe this Superiority, the 
P.reſence 
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rreſence of our Officers would be of little Service: It would An, x5; Ces. Il, 


contribute only to increaſe the Triumph of our Enemies 
1nd the Diſgrace of our Country; for it would be impoſſi- 


le for us to preſerve the Poſſeſſion of that Iſland; and 


therefore, if we ſhould ever happen to be in ſuch an unfor- 
tunate Situation, inſtead of ſending the | abſent Officers 
thither, I ſhould be for deſerting the Iſland, and calling 
home as ſoon as poſſible both the Officers and Men we hap- 
ed then to have upon that Iſland ; for in ſuch a Caſe, 
we ſhould have Occaſion for all our Officers and all our 
Men for defending our laſt Stake the Iſland of Great Britain. 
I find, my Lords, it has been inſiſted on in this De- 
bate, as a great Aggravation of the Crime, that Leave of 
Abſence has been granted or continued to ſo many Officers, 
at a Time when we are in open War againſt Spain. My 
Lords, if we conſider, that we have a Squadron in the 
Mediterranean ſaperior to any the Enemy can fit out to Sea, 
and that we ſhould always, I hope, have ſach a Squadron 
there at ſuch a Time, we muſt conclude, that we may al- 
ways depend more ſecurely upon the Iſland of Minorca's not 
being attacked in Time of War, than we can depend upon 
its not being attacked in Time of profound Peace, when 
we have no ſuch Squadron in the Mediterranean; and there- 
fore, if it were really true, and fully proved, that Leave 
of Abſence had been unneceſſarily granted and continued to 
too great a Number of Officers, its being a Time of War 
would be an Extenuation rather than an Aggravation of 
that Crime; ſo that this Circumſtance ought to make us 
the more cautious of prodeeding to a Cenſure of ſuch Con- 
duct. * Tt a $33? $1 1 * 
* But ſuppoſe, my Lords, it had been made appear, that 
all the abſent Officers are neceſſary for the Defence of the 
Place, or that if it had been attacked, it would have run a Riſk 
of being loſt, by the Abſence of ſuch a Number of them; 
yet before you can proceed to Cenſure, you ought, I think, 
to have the ſeveral Leaves laid before you, and the Reaſons 
tor granting or continuing every one of them; for if the 
Health of the Officers was ſuch that their Preſence could 
have been of no Signification, the granting them Leave of 
Abſence can be imputed to no Man as a Crime ; there- 
fore, I think, it is evident, that this Affair has not as yet 
been laid before you in ſuch a proper Manner, as can war- 
— N cenſuring the Conduct of our Miniſters in this 
eſpect. | 


* I come next, my Lords, to conſider the Complaint a- 
gun the Conduct of our Miniſters, in not having erect- 
5 ed 
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we have there, the Conqueſt will certainly be the more dif- 


there, are ſufficient” for defending the Iſland, or at leaſt the 


( 94 ) 
An. 15. Oeo. II. ed :and' finiſh'd. the intended Fort called 87 Arne; and 
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here, indeed, I ſhould have been very much ſurpriſed, if 
any Cenfure had been propoſed; for we have nothing before 
us relating to it, but the Opinion of one ſingle Gentleman. 
His Opinion I have, indeed, a very great Regard for; but 
even his Opinion goes no farther than to ſay, that it would 
render the Conqueſt of the Iſland more difficult for an in- 
vading Enemy, becauſe they muſt bring a greater Force 
againſt it, in which every Man muſt concur with him; ſor 
the more Fortifications, and the greater Number of Troops 


ficult for an invading Enemy. But this is not the Queſtion : 
The Queſtion is, whether the Forts and Troops we have 


Town of Portmahon, againſt ſuch a ſmall Force as may be 
carried there at unawares, till we have Time to ſend a 
Squadron from hence with a ſufficient Force for its Relief. 
If this be the Caſe, our Miniſters have been in the Right 
not to put the Nation to the Expence of: erecting any ne 
Forts; but this is a Queſtion we cannot now determine: For 
this Purpoſe we ought certainly to have an exact Plan of the 
Ifland, with all its Fortifications, laid before us, and we 
ought to examine ſeveral Officers and Engineers that have 
been there, in order to have their ſeveral Opinions, and the 
Reaſons given by each Man for his Opinion. 0 
And ſuppoſe, my Lords, that upon ſuch an Examination 
it ſhould appear, that the finiſhing of Fort St Anne was 
Work that was extremely neceſſary for the Security of the 
Iſland even againſt a ſudden and unforeſeen : Invaſion, yet 
our Miniſters might ſtill have a very good Excuſe for defer- 
ring to put the Nation to that Expence; becauſe they have 
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n 
been of late Years ſo much oppoſed by a ſtrong Party in Par 8 , 
liament, and every Article of publick Expence ſo much mil- WW « 
repreſented to the People, chat I do not wonder at their has. h 
ing been ſhy of adding to that Expence, by any new Under | 
takings at a Place ſo diſtant as Minorca ; ſo that if the h 
Iſland ſhould be loſt for want of ſuch additional Fortificati te 
ons, thoſe who ſeem to be the Advocates for this Motion, 
would have more Reaſon to cenſure their own Conduct, than { 
they could have for cenſuring the Conduct of our Miniſters. f 
* The laſt Complaint, my Lords, I have to take Notice 8 | 
of, is that which relates to our not having taken Meaſures f 
for converting the Inhabitants of Minorca to our own Rel. * 
gion. If this could have been done, I ſhall grant, it would Bl :: 
have been a very deſirable Thing; but I never heard that 
the Miniſters in any Country ſet themſelves up as Reformer. 


0 


Fo 


id Religion, and much leſs that they were ever cenfur'd- for Ad. x5. Geo. II 
af rot doing ſo. Beſides, I cannot really at preſent take upon 74x. 
re ne to determine, how far this would have been confiſtent 
h, nich our Engagements in the Treaty of Utrecht, I know; 
ut i is inconſiſtent with the Civil vernment Laws of 
Id Great Britain, to take Meaſures for preſerving the Roman 
n. Catholick Religion in any Part of this Iſland; but I doubt 
oe of its being inconſiſtent, either with our Civil Government or 
or Laws, to preſerve that Religion in the Iſland of Minorca. 
ps, We have made no Law, I think, againſt Papiſts, ſince we 
. ds Foſſeſſon of that Iſland, and I do not at preſent recol- 
d let any Law made before that Time, that forbids our pre- 
ve ſerving, or even eſtabliſhing the Roman Catholick Religion 
he in any new Conqueſt we might make. Therefore, if we had 
be taken Meaſures for reforming, the Inhabitants of that land, 
2 and rooting the Roman Catholick Religion out of it, which 
e would have been the Conſequence of converting all the Inha- 
ke bitants to our own Religion, the Span; Court would have 
wa had ſome Reaſon to charge us with a Breach of Faith, and 
ag a Forfeiture of our Right to that Iſland, by a Breach of the 
he Condition upon which it was yielded to us. | 
"e Jo this I muſt add, my Lords, that if we conſider the 
we natural Obſtinacy of the Spaniards, and their firm Attach- 
he ment to their own Religion, we ſhall find great Reaſon to 
| queſtion, whether we could have met with any Succeſs in 
n this converting Scheme; and if we had met with little or no 
"al Succeſs, the Attempt would have entirely alienated the 
he Minds of the Inhabitants, and would have made them more 
yet fond of returning under the Dominion of Spain, than at pre- 
er. ſent we can ſuppoſe them to be; ſo that if our Miniſters had 
we made any ſuch Attempt, which by the bye muſt have put 
- us to a good deal of Expence, and had met with little or no 
" Wa Succeſs in that Attempt, which in all Probability would 
a have been the Caſe; I am convinced, the Da now 
bo before us would have been, to cenſure their Conduct for 
we having alienated the Minds of the People of Minorca, by en- 
* tering upon ſuch a Chimerical Undertaking. 

= . I hope, my Lords, I have now ſhewn, that there is no 
0 ſolid Ground for the Cenſure propos'd by this Motion, nor 
5 for any of the other Complaints that have been made againſt 
m7 the Conduct of our Adminiſtration, with Regard to the 
"  [fznd of Minorca; but ſuppoſe it were otherwiſe, I ſhould 
00 be againſt ſuch a general Cenſure as is propoſed by the Que- 
* lion now before us. If there has been any Neglect: If 
= there has been any Fault, or any Crime committed, ſome 


particular Perſons muſt be guilty, Let us enter into a ſtrict 
Inqui- 


An. 15. Geo, II. Inquiry: Let us call the ſuſpected Perſons before us, . that 
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ougght, upon the Guilty alone; and the CharaQters of the 


ry as I have mentioned, we ought to conſider the Times we 


ty and Protection; and therefore they muſt be extremely 
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they may have an Opportunity to anſwer for themſelyes : 
and if they can neither juſtify nor excuſe, their Conduct, let 
us cenſure, let us puniſh them according to their Deſerts 
By this Means our Cenſure or Puniſhment will fall where it 


Innocent will be clear'd from Suſpicion. Theſe are the two 
Ends we ought to propoſe in all our Inquiries ; whereas by 
the general Cenſure now propoſed, the Guilty may eſcape 
that Puniſhment they deſerve, and the Innocent will be'load- 
ed with a Suſpicion of having neglected the Honour and In- 
tereſt of their Country. Es Eg 


© But, my Lords, if we were to enter into ſuch an Tous. 


are in, and the tickliſh Situation thoſe that are at the Head 
of our Affairs muſt always be in. A general Relaxation of 
Government, or at leaſt of that ſevere Diſcipline which is 
kept up in arbitrary Countries, ſeems at preſent to be the 
reigning Vice in this Kingdom; and conſidering the Nature 
of our Conſtitution, it is very difficult for our Miniſters to 
rectify or put a Stop to it. They myſt have the Concur- 
rence of two very numerous Aſſemblies in all their Meaſures : 
They muſt have the good Will of both thoſe Aſſemblies, 
or, at leaſt, of a Majority in each, even for their own'Safe- 


cautious of diſobliging any Man that has a Vote in either of 
thoſe Aſſemblies, or a great Intereſt at any Election. If 
they refuſe any ſuch Man an Indulgence when he thinks it 
may be granted with Safety to the Publick ; if they impoſe 
upon him any more exact or ſevere Diſcipline than he thinks 
neceſſary for the publick Service, he looks upon it as a per- 
ſonal Injury, and from that Moment reſolves to join with 
the Oppoſition both in Parliament and at Elections. There- 
fore, if our Miniſters do connive a little at Things which in 
an arbitrary Government would be look'd on as Negleth of 
Duty: If they do adviſe his Majeſty to grant ſome ſuch In- 
dulgences as might ſafely, and would certainly be denied by 
an abſolute Monarch, ſuch Complaiſance ought not in them 
to be look'd on as criminal. It is an Inconvenience neceſſi- 
rily attending our happy Conttitution, and an Inconvenience 
which they muſt ſubmit to, for the Sake of carrying on the 
neceſſary Ends of Government, as well as for their own Safe- 
ty and Protection. | | | 

* When we confider theſe Things, my Lords, I do not 
think, we can ſuppoſe, there has been any Neglect, with 
regard to the Iſland of Minorca, that deſerves a Parliamen- 


tary \ 


(&7- 


we have had no ſufficient previous Inquiry, for giving a 
Foundation to ſuch a Cenſure as is propoſed by this Moti- 
on, I hope, your Lordſhips will join with me in putting a 
Negative upon the Motion. | | 


The Earl of Chefterfield ſtood up and ſpoke as follows : 
My Lords, | | 


ſhould ſo far miſtake the Intention of this Motion, and the 
aſaal Method of proceeding in this Houſe, as he ſeems to 
do in what he has been pleaſed to ſay upon the Subject. 
The Motion now before us is not intended as a Cenſure upon 
Perſons, either in general or particular ; and if your Lord- 
ſkips intend to make any proper Inquiry into this Affair, 
what is now propoſed is abſolutely neceſſary as a previous 
Step to that Inquiry; for as the Character of the Fact is 
a little doubt ful, I mean as to its being culpable or no, it 
s abſolutely neceſſary your Lordſhips ſhould determine this 
Queſtion, before any Lord can ſtand up in his Place, and 
propoſe a regular Inquiry into it. Surely your Lordſhips 
would not, nor can any Lord propoſe, you ſhould give your- 
ſelves the Trouble to inquire into a Fact, which, in your 
Opinion, is not in the leaſt culpable, even tho' it ſhould 
appear to be true in every particular, and ſhould be brought 
home to the Door of its true Father. The Inquiry hither- 
to made, has only been to know, whether ſuch a Fact really 
exited : By that Inquiry you find it does: You have had it 
fully proved by the Papers upon the Table, and by the Ex- 
amination of a Gentleman at your Bar, whoſe Knowledge, 
Honour, or Veracity, I dare ſay, no one of your Lordſhips 
will queſtion ; and now ſome Lords in this Houſe, of whom 
[am proud of being one, who think this Fact highly cul- 
pable, deſire by this Motion to know, if your Lordſhips 
are of the ſame Opinion. If your Lordſhips join with us 
in Opinion, with relation to this Fact, and ſome others that 
have been mentioned, to be ſure the next Step will be a 
Motion for a regular Inquiry into the whole Affair, in or- 
(er to find out the Perſons who have been guilty of ſuch 


ſelves, I hope, your Lordſhips will proceed a little farther 
than a bare Cenſure upon their Conduct. | | 

* Having thus, my Lords, ſtated in a fair and clear Light 
tne true Deſign, and the Neceſſity of this Motion, I muſt 
ext remove the Objection made by the learned Lord, of 
is being captious and unfair to ſtate the Fact in the Man- 

Vor. VIII. : © | ner 


ary Inquiry, much leſs a Parliamentary Cenſure 3 and as An, 25. Geo, It, 


© Tam very much ſurpriſed, the noble and learned Lord E. of Cheſterfield. 


langerous Neglects; and if they can no Way juſtify them- 
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An. 15. Geo, II. ner in which it is ſtated in this Motion; for upon due Con. 
1741, ſideration it will appear, that to have ſtated it in any other 
Manner would have been unfair, and would have bred Con- 
fuſion. In every Garriſon, my Lords, there are two Sorts 
of Officers, one of which properly belong to the Place, and 
the other to the Troops upon Duty in that Garriſon, The 
former always remain, or at leaſt ought to remain in the 
Place, whereas the others are often removing and chang- 
ing ; becauſe the Regiments they belong to are ſometimes 
in one Garriſon, and ſometimes in another. As the Condi- 
tion of theſe two Sorts of Officers is very different, it would 
$ therefore have been both unfair and irregular to have con- 
| founded them together in one Motion, and would certainly 
have been moſt reaſonably objected to. For this Reaſon it 
was thought neceſſary to conſider them diſtinctly; and as 
our Inquiry relates to Minorca, it was certainly right to be- 
gin with that Sort of Officers which properly belong to that 
Iſland. Of this Sort there are ineteen, and of theſe nine- 
teen, we find there are no leſs than fourteen abſent. This 
is the Reaſon for ſtating the Fact as it is in the Motion, and 
I appeal to your Lordſhips, if it could fairly and regularly 
have been flated in any other Manner. If your Lordſhips 
agree to this Motion, it may then be proper to conſider how 
many Officers are abſent, and how many Men are wanting, 
in the Regiments now upon Duty there ; but if your Lord- 
ſhips do not think it blame-worthy to allow fourteen Officers 
out of zineteen to be abſent at ſuch a critical Time, that is to 
ſay, if you do not agree to this Motion, I am ſure, I ſhall 
not deſire to trouble you with any other Queſtion upon this 
Subject. However, I think I am in Duty obliged to fore- 
warn your Lordthips, that if ever this Iſland ſhould be loſt 
by any fature Neglect, the whole Nation will impute the 
Loſs to your having put a Negative at this Time upon ſuch 
a Motion, which is an Imputation your Lordſhips ought, I 
think, to take Care to prevent; for after the Loſs is in- 
curred, no Puniſhment you can inflit upon the Perſons 
guilty, will be an Atonement for your former Indifference, 
which will be conſidered as the original Cauſe of that Loſs. 
I ſhall now, my Lords, beg Leave to conſider what the e 
noble and learned Lord has been pleaſed to ſay, in Excuſe for b 
allowing ſo many Officers properly belonging to the Place to P 
be abſenc at this Time. In Excuſe for the Abſence of the Wil * 
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Governor and Lieutenant Governor, he has been pleaſed to b 
give us, I believe, a very juſt Character of the Gentleman 
who commands there, and ſays, that this Gentleman, beſides 1 


his own proper Duty, will do the Duty both of —_— 
an 
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ſent, If it were poſſible to ſuppoſe this, why ſhould the Na- 
tion be put to the Expence 'of a large Salary to a Governor, 
and another large Salary to a Lieutenant Governor ? But, 
my Lords, it is not poſſible to make ſuch a Suppoſition : 
The Nation is in the right to grant thoſe Salaries, in order to 
induce Gentlemen of Fortune, as well as Diſtinction, to go o- 
yer and take the Command upon them ; becauſe their For- 
tunes at home will be a Pledge for their Fidelity abroad, and 
their Diſtinction will ſet them above any Temptation the 
Enemy can offer. We may be ſecure, perhaps, I believe we 
are, in the Honour and Fidelity of the Gentleman who is 
now Chief in Command there ; but he may die ſuddenly, 
or in Caſe of an Attack, he may be killed, and then the 
chief Command will devolve upon a Colonel, perhaps a 
Lieutenant Colonel of a marching Regiment, who may per- 
haps be a mere Soldier of Fortune ; and what Effet the 
Promiſe of a great Eſtate and great Honours in Spain, with 
2 conſiderable Rank in their Army, may have upon ſuch a 
Man, no one can tell ; from whence it is plain, that the 
[land cannot be ſo ſafe in the Abſence of the Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor, as it would be, were they both, or 
but one of them preſent. - | | 
© Then, my Lords, as to the other abſent Officers, it is 
ſaid, that their Duty is performed by Deputies or by other 
Officers, equally well as if they were preſent. If this were 
true, I am ſure, it would be a good Reaſon for freeing the 
Publick from the Expence of maintaining them, which would 
not be a very agreeable Doctrine to our Minitter, and there- 
fore I am ſurpriſed, that his Friends ſhould afford ſuch a Foun- 
cation for it. But luckily for him the Thing is impoſſible: 
t is impoſlible that a Garriſon can be as well ſerved by a 
vurgeon's Mate, as by a Surgeon and his Mate, eſpecially 
if it were attacked, and many wounded Men to take Care 
of; and it is impoſſible to ſuppoſe, the Nation can put as 
much Truſt in a low Fellow that will ſerve as a-Deputy, as 
it may do in the Principal. I ſhall grant, that the Place of 
thoſe Officers belonging to the nom oſtenſible Fort, may be 
ealily ſupplied, becauſe they have as yet no Duty to perform; 
but if they were there, they would ſerve as ſo many Su- 
pernumeraries ; and ſurely a Place that is beſieged may be the 
better defended, the more Supernumeraries it has, unleſs it 
be to be taken by ſtarving. 5 
* The Place is therefore in every Reſpect the weaker, the 
more Officers are abſent; and to ſay, that we may more certain- 
ly depend upon not being attacked in 'I'ime of War than in 
8 N 2 Time 
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An. 15. Geo. II. Time of Peace, is ſomething very extraordinary. I have 


often heard it advanced by ſome Lords, in Time of Peace, as 
an Argument for not reducing our Army, that we are more 
in Danger of an Invaſion here at home, in Time of Peace, 
than in Time of War ; but I never heard it faid by thoſe 
Lords in Time of War, that we might reduce our Army, 
becauſe at ſuch a Time we have always a ſuperior Squadron 
ready to defend us againſt an Invaſion. On the contrary, 
thoie very Lords are always upon ſuch an Occafion for aug- 
menting our Army, becauſe we cannot put an entire Conf 
dence in our ſuperior Squadron; and why there ſhould be 
ſuch a Difference of Sentiments with regard to the Safety of 


the Iſland of Minorca, in Time of War, I cannot compre- 
hend. But luckily for this Argument, my Lords, we very 


lately found we had not a ſuperior Squadron in the Mediter- 
ranuean ; for if Admiral Haddock had been ſuperior, or but 
near equal to the united Squadrons of France and Spain, I 
am ſure, he would have attacked them : He would have 
diſdained to allow any French Admiral to tell him, © You ſhall 
© not attack the declared Enemies of your Country, becauſe 
they are under my Protection. This is a Demonſtration, 


that in Time of War we cannot always depend upon having a, 


ſuperior Squadron in the Mediterranean, unleſs our Miniſters 
have better Intelligence than they ſeem to have had upon that 
Occaſion. ; 
For this Reaſon, my Lords, we ought both in Time of 
War and in Time of Peace, but eſpecially in Time of War, to 
have the Garriſon of Minorca fully provided with Officers as 
well as Men ; and therefore it muſt be allowed to have been 
a heinous Neglect, to permit ſo many Officers to be abſent at 
a Time of ſuch imminent Danger. The Want of Health in 
the abſent Officers can be no Excuſe for this Neglect; becauſe, 
if they could not return to their Duty, others ought to have 
been ſent in their ſtead. There can be no Excuſe for this 
Neglect: Not even a Stipulation with the French, that they 
would not allow the Sparnzards to attack Minorca ; for, I am 
ſure, it would be very unwiſe in a Brit; Miniſter, to leave 
our Poſſeſſion of that Iſland depending upon the Faith of a 
French Treaty. But if it could be ſuppoſed poflible to form 
an Excuſe, it is no Argument againſt this Motion; becauſe 
this Motion 1s but a previous Step to an Inquiry, and we 
mult judge of the Fact as it now appears to us. If upon the 
Reſult of an Inquiry the Perſons accuſed can alledge any 
Thing in their own Vindication, we ſhall then have an Op- 
portunity to conſider it, and I am ſure, your Lordſhips will 
hear it with Candour, and judge of it with Impartiality. 
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What I have ſaid, my Lords, would, I think, be ſufficient Ad. 15. Oeo. II. 
1741. 


for juſtifying the Motion now before you ; but as ſeveral o- 
ther Complaints have been made, and as the noble and learn- 
ed Lord has endeavoured to anſwer thoſe Complaints, I ſhall 
beg Leave to make a few Obſervations upon his Anſwers. ' The 
Complaint againſt keeping ſome Regiments'there for ſuch a 
great Number of Years, is a moſt juſt one, not only on account 
of their being ſo long kept out of their own native Country, 
but on account of the extraordinary Expence both Officers 
and Soldiers are put to. 'The latter, indeed, cannot increaſe 
their Expence, but they muſt diminiſh in the Quantity or Qua- 
lity of their Conſamption 3 for as all Sorts of Proviſions are 
dearer there than in their Mother Country, generally occa- 
foned by the Taxes and Prohibitions impoſed by their Go- 
yernors, and as their Pay is no higher than it would be here 
at home, they muſt eat and drink leſs, or of a worſe Quality, 
than they need do here at home. This is a Grievance in 
common both to the Officers and Soldiers ; but with regard 
to the Officers, they have another, and a moſt inſufferable 
Grievance to complain of; for tho' their recruiting Fund be 
no larger than what is allowed to the Regiments here at home, 
yet the Gentleman who has been examined at our Bar has 
told you, and, indeed, every one knows, that the recruiting of 
a Company at Minorca colts the Captain ten Times as much 


it would do if his Regiment were in Britain or Ireland; 


ſo that I wonder we do not hear of ſome of the Captains, as 


well as the common Mens ſhooting themſelves through the 


Head, on account of the Regiments being kept ſo long in 
that Iſland. 4 

* The noble Lord ſays, theſe Accidents are owing to its 
being impoſſible for Men to deſert from the Regiments in that 
land; that ſuch Accidents would be as frequent at home, 
vere it as impoſſible for the Men to deſert ; and that this is 
an Inconvenience attending the Service, which muſt be endured 
becau e it cannot be prevented. My Lords, we may at leaſt 
afford the common Soldiers in Minorca, once in ſeven Years, 
an Opportunity to deſert, by bringing them home to their 
own Country : But here even at home, the Inconvenience 
may be prevented : The noble Lord knows, that a Remedy 
has been propoſed in Parliament ; and he likewiſe knows by 
whoſe Influence that Remedy was rejected. I mean, that 
of giving every Soldier a Liberty, under proper Reſtrictions, 
io draw his own Diſcharge, after a certain Number of Years 


dervice. This would prevent the cruel Effects of that De- 


ſpar which Soldiers are often drove to, by being tied for Life 
wot only to ſerve, but to ſerve under the Command of an 


Officer 
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An. 18. Gee. II. Officer who treats them ill. This is really 2 moſt terrible 
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Hardſhip, and a Hardſhip which is a Scandal upon our Govern- 
ment. We boaſt, my Lords, in this Country of our being Free- 


men, and reproach the French with their being Slaves; but I 
will ſay, that while this Hardſhip remains, an £»g/; Soldier, 


is much more a Slave than any Soldier in France can be, 
or ever is made ; and, I think it a moit prepoſterous Regula- 
tion in a free Country, to make Slaves of thoſe who are to 
defend the Liberties of their Country. j we 

© I ſhall grant, my Lords, that the tranſporting of a Re- 
giment to Minorca, and bringing another from thence, muſt 
always be attended with a publick Expence ; but let it be 
what Expence it will, it ought to be done, both for the 
Sake of our Soldiers, and for the Sake of preſerving that 
Iſland ; for it will certainly be an Inducement to the Sol- - 
diers there, to make but a faint Reſiſtance againſt an in- 
vading Enemy, when they believe, they have no other 
Chance for ever getting home to their native Country. 
And tho' there may have been a little Saving of publick 


Money by keeping the ſame Regiments at Minorca fora 


great Number of Years, yet I cannot impute their being 
kept there to a Motive of Saving, in thoſe who have been 
ſo laviſh of publick Money in every other Reſpe&t. Nei- 
ther Reaſon nor Charity can induce me to believe, that a 
known Prodigal ſaves a neceſſary Expence, from a mere 
Motive of Saving ; eſpecially when ſeveral other Motives 
may be aſſigned. | | | "pa fn 
* The Caſe is the ſame, my Lords, with regard to the 
intended Fort called Sz Anne: Our not having added to 
the Strength of the Iſland by erecting that Fort, cannot, 
I am ſure, be aſcribed to any Motive of ſaving the publick 
Money, in thoſe who have thrown ſo much away in build- 
ing unneceſſary Caſtles at home, and who have continued 
in Pay, for ſuch a Number of Years, the Officers deſigned 
for that intended Fort. But the building of ſuch a Fort 
was not, it ſeems, thought neceſſary : I do not know, my 
Lords, what our wiſe Miniſters thought ; but every Man 
who has ever had a Deſcription of that Iſland thinks other- 
wiſe. It is a known Truth, and may too ſoon, I fear, be 
found by Experience to be ſo, that if any Enemy ſhould 
land with a ſufficient Army in the Iſland, our Garriſon at 
Portmahon would be obliged to ſurrender, before we could 
have an Account here, of any Enemy's being landed in 
that Iſland. It is therefore extremely neceſſary to have this 
Fort erected; and the more ſo, becauſe, we know, that the 
Inhabitants have not a good Diſpoſition towards us. ; 
How 


( wy „ 


How this comes to be fo, I ſhall not now pretend to An. 15. Geo. II. 


determine; but, I think, it is well worth our Inquiry; 
and it is yery Certain, that if the Inhabitants had been moſt- 
ly converted to the Proteſtant Religion, we could have more 
ſafely depended upon their Fidelity. This we might have 
attempted, notwithſtanding our Engagements by the Treaty 
of Utrecht to preſerve the Roman Catholick Religion in that 
Iſland ; for I muſt differ from the learned Lord upon this 
Head : I muſt think, that the Proviſo renders the Engage- 
ment void, and was for that very Purpoſe added by our 


then Miniſters, who were as able Negotiators as any we 


have had fince. To take Meaſures for preſerving the Roman 


Catholick Religion in a new Conqueſt may not be againſt 


any expreſs Statute, but, I am ſure, it is inconſiſtent with 
our Religion and Conſcience : I appeal to the Reverend 
Bench if it is not; and I cannot think that what is incon- 
ſiſtent with our Religion and Conſcience, can be conſiſtent 
with our Laws or Civil Government. I ſhall grant, indeed, 
that we have not of late Years made any new and ſevere 
Laws againſt Papifts ; for their Religion has been more in- 


dulged by our preſent Miniſter, than ever it was by any 


Miniſter ſince the Reformation; tho' I muſt obſerve, that 
the learned Lord ſeems to forget the Swearing Act, when 
he ſays, that no Law has been lately made againſt Papifts. 
But whatever we may do here at home, we ought to take 
all poſſible Meaſures for having as many Proteſtants as we 
can upon the Iſland of Minorca, becauſe the Roman Catho- 
licks there, eſpecially the old Inhabitants that continue in 
that Religion, will always have ſome Inclination to return 

under the Dominion of the Spaniard. ; 
© I come now, my Lords, to the laſt Argument made 
uſe of by the noble Lord, as an Excuſe for all the NegleQs 
our Miniſters have been guilty of. He ſays, they cannot 
refuſe Favours, or enforce a ſtrict Obſervance of Duty, upon 
any Officer who has a Vote in Parliament or an Intereſt at 
Elections, becauſe it would make him join the Oppoſition 
againſt them. My Lords, they muſt be weak Miniſters 
who are poſſeſſed with any ſuch Fears: If thoſe in the Ad- 
miniſtration take Care to purſue wiſely and ſteadily the true 
" Intereſt of the Nation, they may deſpiſe any Oppoſition 
that proceeds from private Pique or Reſentment. But if 
there were any Thing of Weight in this Argument, would 
it not, my Lords, be a ſtrong Argument for excluding all, 
or moſt Officers or Placemen, from having Seats in Parlia- 
ment, and for prohibiting them*to vote or make Intereſt 
at any Election. Thus it has fallen out very unluckily in 
| | this 
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An. 1 f. Geo, II. this Debate, that almoſt every Argument made uſe of 4 
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gainſt this Motion, happens to be an Argument in Favour 
of ſomething our Miniſters have upon former Occaſions 
ſhewn themſelves averſe to. 


« Having thus, I hope, fully anſwered every Thing that 
has been ſaid againſt the Motion, or in Excuſe for the Ne- 


glects complained of, I ſhall conclude with an Obſeryation 
or two upon the Importance of this Iſland, which the noble 
Lord ſeems to think not ſo important as has been repre- 
ſented. I ſhall grant, my Lords, we had a Trade in the 
Mediterranean, perhaps larger than we have now, before we 


had Poſſeſſion of this Iſland 3 but I will inſiſt upon it, that 
we neyer had before ſuch an extenſive or ſuch a free Na- 
vigation in that Sea, as we have had ſince. It is well 


known, that before we got Poſſeſſion of Minorca and Gib. 
raltar, our Navigation in the Mediterranean was almoſt 


continually infeſted by the Pirates of Morocco and the Bar- 


bary Coaſt, inſomuch that we were obliged to make Laws 
for obliging the Mafters of our Merchant Ships to fight 
thoſe Pirates, and our Ships imployed in the Mediterra- 
nean Trade were generally large Ships, and provided both 
Men and Guns for fighting, which was a great Expence to 
our Merchants, and a great Burthen upon our Trade. 
Whereas, ſince we got Poſſeſſion of thoſe two Places, thoſe 
Pirates have been, I may ſay, conſtantly at Peace with 
us, ſo that we ſoon became the only Carriers in the Medi- 


terranean, and continued ſo till by our Authority we pro- 


cured the Dutch a Peace with the Algerines, in order to 
prevail with them to favour 'our Miniſters with a Sort of 
ſham Acceſſion to the famous Treaty of Hanover, 

My Lords, we muſt not conclude, that becauſe we had 


a Trade in the Mediterranean before we got Poſſeſſion of 
the Iſland of Minorca, therefore we may be able to continue 


that Trade after the Loſs of that Iſland. Before we had 
it, my Lords, we had but few Rivals in the Mediterranean 
Trade, and could therefore bear the Expence we were put 
to, and the Loſſes we ſuſtained by the Depredations of thoſe 
Pirates ; but we have now ſo many Rivals, eſpecially the 
French, that we could not bear it; and therefore, if we 
ſhould lofe Minorca, and thoſe Depredations ſhould be re- 


newed, which would be the certain Conſequence, I doubt 


much, if we could have any Trade, I am almoſt ſure, we 
ſhould have very little Navigation in the Mediterranean. 
'The Importance of this Iſland cannot therefore, in my Opi- 
nion, be exaggerated ; and for this Reaſon, I hope your 
Lordſhips will ſhew your Care of it, by agreeing to this 
Motion.“ | 


The 
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The Beginning of this Month died Peregrine Duke of An. 15. Geb. II. 
Ancaſter, Ic. Hereditary Lord Great Chamberlain of Eng- 1741. 
land, and was ſucceeded by his Son Peregrine : And, on J 
the 23d, died William Lord Sravwell, ſucceeded by his Alterations in 
Brother Edward. | 2 
Feb. 3. The Lords read a third Time, and paſſed the : 
Malt Bill, and the Bill for explaining and amending an Act Bills d. 
of the laſt Seſſion, for the Preſervation of the publick Roads: 
Soon after which the King came to the Houſe, and gave the 
Royal Aſſent to the ſaid Bills, and to two private Bills. 
Then the Lord Chancellor having {ſignified to both Houſes, c urus the Par 
that it was his Majeſty's Pleaſure they ſhould adjourn to che liament. 
18th Inſt. both Houſes adjourned accordingly. 
On the 8th Sir Robert Walpole was created Earl of Or- Sir R. Walpole 
ford, Viſcount Walpole, and Baron of Houghton. On the created a Peer, 
11th he reſign'd all his Places, and was ſucceeded by the 
Earl of Wilmington as Firſt Commiſſioner of the Treaſury, 
and by Samuel Saudys, Eſq; as Chancellor and Under-Trea- 
ſurer of the Exchequer, who was alſo made a Lord of the 
Treaſury ; Lord Harrington created Viſcount Peter/bam, 
and Earl of Harrington, and made Prefident of the Council 
in the Room of the Earl of Wilmington ; Lord | Carteret 
made Secretary of State in the Room of Lord Harrington ; Removals and 
the Marquis of Taweedale appointed Secretary of State for Scot- Preferments 
land; Duke of Ancafter and William Pulteney, Eſq; ſworn thereupon, 
of the Privy Council; the Duke of Argyle made Maiter-Ge- 
neral of the Ordnance ; his Royal Highneſs William Duke of 
Cumberland, Colonel of the firſt Regiment of Foot Guards ; 
and Charles Duke of Marlborough, Colonel of the ſecond 
Regiment of Foot Guards. | | 
About this Time frequent Meſſages having paſſed between. 


Reconciliation of 


bis Majeſty and the Prince of Wales, his Royal Highneſs, his Majeſty and 


after ſeveral Years Abſence from Court, waited upon his the Prince, 
Majeſty at d? Fames's on the 17th, and was moſt graciouſly 
received. 1 
The ſame Day a Guard was ſent him by the King's Or- 
der, and the next Day there was the greateſt Appearance of 
Nobility and Gentry at Court, to complement his, Majeſty 
upon the happy Reconciliation. . 
Feb. 19. The Earl of Orford took his Seat in the Houſe 
Feb. 24. The King appointed the Duke of Argyle to 2 
Colonel of his Majeſty's Royal Regiment of Hoels - Guards — 
But on the roth of March following, his Grace reſign'd the 
ſame, and alſo his Poſt of Maſter- General of the Ordnance ; 
whereupon the Duke of Montague, who had reſign'd the 
Vor. VIII. 6 latter 


The King ad- 
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An. 15. Geo. II. latter of thoſe Places, and the Earl of Hertford the former, 


1741. about three Weeks before, were reinſtated. 8 
March 4. The Lords read a ſecond Time the Bill: for 
granting to his Majeſty 1,000,090 l. out of the Sinking Fund, 
towards the Supply for the Vear 1742. Then put off the 

Examination of the Merchants to the 18th, and adjourn'd. 
Royal Aſſent to March 16. The King came to the Houſe, and gave the 
ſeveral Bills. Royal Aſſent to the Sinking Fund Bill, the Mutiny Bill, and 
ten private Bills, e W 
The ſame Day the Right Hon. Daniel Earl of Winchel- 


Further Altera- ſea and Nottingham was declared Firſt Commiſſioner for exe- 


ne” in the Mi- cuting the Office of Lord High Admiral of Great Britain 
= and Ireland, in the Room of Sir Charles Wager. The 
Right Honourable John Earl of Stair was alſo appointed 
his Majeſty's Ambaſſador extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
to the States General, and alſo Field Marſhal of all his Ma- 

jeſty's Forces. 755 | 34 
March 19. The Lords read a firſt Time the Penſion Bill, 
and ordered it to be printed, and that the ſaid Bill be read a 
| ſecond Time on Thurſday, and the Lords to be ſummoned. 
The Penſion Bill March 25. The Lords read a ſecond Time the Penſion- 
rejected, Bill, and a Motion being made for committing thereof, the 
| ſame was oppos'd by Lord Carteret, and ſeveral other Peers, 
whereupon it was reſolved that the Bill be rejected, 1 


Content 397 Not-Content wy 
Proxies 7 6 Proxies 11 76 


Place Bill reada March 30. The Lords read a firſt Time a Bill for limi- 

firſt Time, ting the Number of Officers in the Houſe of Commons, and 
ordered it to be printed, and to be read a ſecond Time that 
Day ſe'ennight, and the Lords to be ſummoned. | 


April 2. The Lords received the following Meſſage from 


his Majeſty, preſented by Lord Carteret. 
GEORGE R. 5 


| King's Meſze « F TIS Majeſty received with the greateſt SatisfaQion 
Queen of Hunga- © the Aſſurances given him by this Houſe, at the Be- 
ry. « pinning of this Seſſion, of the juſt Senſe they have of the 


«. dangerous Situation of Affairs in Europe, ariſing from the 
„ Deſigns and Enterprizes carrying on for the Subverſion of 
« the Houſe of Auſtria, and of their Zeal and Earneſtneb 
& in promoting all juſt and neceſſary Meaſures for the Main- 
* tenance of the Balance of Power, and for the Aſſiſtance 
« of his Allies. His Majeſty firmly depends on their un- 
<« alterable Perſeverance in the ſame Sentiments ; and as the 


* late Events in favour of the Queen of Hungary afford a 
| '- reaſonable 


' terſea, Father of the late Lord Bolingbroke. The Title de- 


| ( 107 } | | 
« reaſonable Proſpect of Succeſs, he makes no. Doubt, but An. 15, Geo. II. 
« that he ſhall have the ready Concurrence and Support of 274% 
« this Houſe, in concerting ſuch Meaſures, and forming | 
« ſuch Alliances with other Powers, as may be moſt effectu- 
« al for the Preſervation of the Houſe of Auſtria, and for 
« reſtoring the Balance of Power in Europe. | 


Then the Houſe Ordered, that the ſaid Meſſage be taken 
into Conſideration on the Monday following, and the Lords 
to be ſummoned. 5 5 3 1 

About the Beginning of this Month died the Right Ho- Alterations in 
nourable John Howe, Lord Chedworth, ſo created ſince the the Peerage. 
Diſſolution of the laſt Parliament: He was ſucceeded by his 
eldeſt Son John: Alſo Henry Lord Viſcount Sz Fobn of Bat- 


volves upon his ſecond Son, the Hon. Fohn St John. 

April 5. The Lords took into Conſideration the King's 
Meſſage relating to the Queen of Hungary, and reſolved to 
preſent an Addreſs to his Majeſty, To return him the 3 ao 
Thanks of this Houſe for the great Care and Concern which King = __ 
© he is pleaſed to expreſs, in this critical and dangerous Con- Meſſage. 
juncture, for the Preſervation of the Houſe of Auſtria, and 
for reſtoring the Balance of Power in Europe, wherein the | "nl 
Honour, Trade, and Safety of theſe Kingdoms are ſo near- ms 
ly intereſted : To declare our firm Reſolution to perſevere | [ 
in thoſe Principles of Duty, Fidelity and Affection to his 
«* Majeſty, and in that Zeal for the common Cauſe, which 
this Houſe has ſo unfeignedly profeſſed. And to give his 
* Majeſty the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances, that we will vigorouſly 
and chearfully ſupport his Majeſty in concerting ſuch Mea- 
* ſures, and forming ſuch Alliances with other Powers, as 
may be moſt effectual for attaining thoſe great and deſirable 


Ends expreſſed in his moſt gracious Meſſage. 


To this his Majeſty gave Anſwer as follows : 

My Lords, | 8 | i 

I return you my Thanks for this dutiful and affectio- En l | 

nate Addreſs, and take the greateſt Satisfaction in your ee g 
% ſeaſonable Zeal for the Support of the Houſe of Auſtria, 


and for reſtoring the Balance of Power in Europe. | 5 Il | 


April 6. The Lords read a ſecond Time the Place Bill, Debate on the 
and, upon a Motion for committing the ſame, it paſſed in Place Bull. 
the Negative, Content 52, Not. Content 81: Order'd the 
Bill to be rejected. ; 
Upon this Occaſion the Lord Raymond ſpoke to the fol- 
lowing Effect: + | : 
1741. ; Oalw Us) My 


An. 15. Geo. II. 
1742. 


2 
Lord Raymond. 


( 


My Lords, 3 I 

IJ am not only againſt ſome particular Clauſes of this 
Bill, but againſt the whole Contexture of it; and tho', my 
Lords, Bills of this Nature have been canvaſſed in both 
Houſes by Men of far greater Abilities and Experience than 
J can pretend to, yet I ſhould think myſelf highly blame. 
able, if I did not, as far as in me lies, oppoſe a Bill which 
ſtrikes directly at the Root of the Conſtitution, and is an 
Infringement both of the Liberties of the People, and the 
Prerogative of the Crown, In the Sequel of what I ſhall 
offer to your Lordſhips, I think, I can plainly make out 
this Aſſertion; but ſhould I be miſtaken, my Lords, I will 
venture to ſay, my Head, not my Heart, will be in fault. 


© To weigh the Merits of this Bill, it will be neceſſary 


to take it from its Birth, confider its Parents, and how and 
upon what Occaſions it has appeared. My Lords, this 
bleſſed Plant was fown by Party and Faction: It was nurſed 
by Fury and Difcontent : Loſs of Eng/i Liberty was its 
Fruit. It was the firſt Step by which Oliver Cromwell, 
and ſome few others, mounted up above the Liberty of 


Mankind. It was framed to divide and deſtroy the Bulwark 


of our Conſtitution, the Parliament ; and ſurely, my Lords, 
it would be very extraordinary, if Parliaments again ſhould 
cheriſh this Cankerworm, which fince its Birth never has 
dared to appear, but when a diſtempered Air hovered round 


us, and, like ſudden and intenſe Darkneſs, was the Fore” 


runner of a Storm. | 
My Lords, the very Preamble of this Bill ſets up a 


Standard of Diviſion between the Crown and the People: 


It declares their Intereſt ſeperate, and of Conſequence they 
muſt draw ſeperately ; which is a Do&rine quite different 
from what I have been taught from my Cradle. I am ſure, 


it is a moſt melancholy Doctrine; for a State divided a- 


gainſt itſelf can never ſtand long. 
But, my Lords, to be more particular, let us conſider 
(ſhould this become an Act) what Effect it would have, 
firlt by excluding all but ſome few of the moſt important 
Places from the Houſe of Commons, and afterwards by ex- 
cluding the Army. | 

* Firſt then, with regard to thoſe Places of Importance 
which it does not exclude, and thoſe leſſer which it excludes, 
I ſhall only beg Leave of your Lordſhips to put a few Queſ- 
tions. If then we exclude all but thoſe of the greateſt Truſt, 
and where the very Being of publick Affairs is centered, 
how ſhall we in the next Age find Men capable of filling 
them? For by taking away the lefſer, we take away the 


proper 
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proper Steps to the greater. How are thoſe who are young An. 18. Geo. II. 
and unexperienced, to acquire a Knowledge in Buſineſs, fo 174. 
as to be able to tranſact Affairs, on the well or ill conduct- — 
ing of which depends the publick Good, or the Miſery of 
this whole Nation? My Lords, how ſhall we find Men fit 
for theſe important Poſts ? It is an undeniable Fact, that 
Buſineſs makes Men of Buſineſs : The greateſt natural Capa- 
city a Man ever was bleſſed with, can never teach him 
the intricate Road, Form, and Routine of publick Offi- 
ces: Practice muſt do it, and Practice alone. If then the 
Means to PraQtice be cut off, how muſt young Men arrive 
at this Knowledge ? It muſt be by Inſpiration, or by one 
ſingle way elſe, which is as unlikely to happen as Inſpiration 
from Heaven, which is, by the great Men of the preſent Age 
turning Schoolmaſters, keeping a School for foreign and 
domeſtic Politicks. I am apprehenſive they will not eaſily 
be induced to turn Pedagogues ; not to mention that they 
themſelves may not, perhaps, wiſh to have the Market 
overſtock' d. What then muſt be the Conſequence ? Young « 
Men of Fortune and Rank cannot accept of Places, when 
by accepting them they are to be deemed unfit for ſerving their 
Country in Parliament, and to have the ignominious Mark 
of Slavery ſet on them ; and without accepting which, they if 
cannot arrive at a Knowledge of Buſineſs fit to be truſted [ 
with the publick Affairs. What will be the Effect? Men | 
of no Fortune, no Rank in the State, who have firſt drudged 
thro' the lower and mean Offices, muſt have thoſe of the 
row Truſts and Profit, as being the only Perſons capa- 
le of filling them ; and it is too much to be feared, that 
the Complaiſance of ſuch (who owe all they have to the 
Crown) will be boundleſs, and that the King will have bad 
Counſellors, and the Nation be ill ſerved. | | 
My Lords, with regard to the Officers of the Army, I 
think, the ſame Argument is ſtill ſtronger, as the Misfor- 
tunes which will flow from it are of a more immediate, 
and of a more dangerous Conſequence, and the Danger 
without Remedy. This Bill will exclude all young Men of 
Fortune from the Army, for the ſame Reaſon it will from 
all Civil Employments. Your Gentry, your Nobility, de- 
prived of all laudable ambitious - Views, will ſink, like Ja- 
lians, into a ſlothful Idleneſs. But, my Lords, I muſt beg 
Leave to remind you of this Nation's being ſav'd from Sla- 
very by having Men of Property in the Army ; for God's 
ſake ! do not let us ruin that great Barrier of our Liberty. It 
may be ſaid, we do not ſtand in need of any Army: We 


are an Iſland, have a moſt powerful Fleet, ſo that an Army 
| is 


— 
— - 


— 


An. 15. Geo. II. is both uſclefs and dangerous. I ſhall not enter into all that 
may be ſaid in anſwer to that complicated Aſſertion; but 
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apt to believe, that a Vote of either Houſe, how „ 


. 


only beg Leave to put a Caſe, and it is a Caſe as the Affairs 
of Europe ſtand, muſt happen once in twenty Years, and 
I hope our Liberty will be upon a ſounder Foundation than to 
be hazarded every twenty Vears: Within that Space of 
Time you muſt, in all Probability, raiſe a conſiderable Ar- 
my, either to defend your own Poſſeſſions, or preſerve the 
Ballance of Power in Europe, which arc equally and abſo- 
lutely neceſſary. When this Army has done what you raiſed 
them for, you will think it neceſſary likewiſe to diſband 
them, and eaſe yourſelves and the People of ſo coltly a 
Burden ;' but your Lordſhips, perhaps, will find the dif- 
banding them more difficult than the railing them. Iam 


cally ſoever it may be expreſſed, will not perſuade them 


it is for their Intereſt to loſe their Bread, when by keep- 


ing together, you and all you have is intirely at their 
Mercy ; and, my Lords, at ſuch a Seaſon, ſhould a Prince, 
leſs a Father of his People than his preſent Majeſty, ſhould 
a Prince of more ambitious: than honeſt Intentions, fill the 
Throne, it would be in his Power, with ſuch an Army, to 
become as abſolute as the King of France. My Lords, by 
what I have offered to you, it plainly appears to me, that 
nothing can keep and confirm your Liberties but having the 


Officers, at leaſt, Men of Property, who have a Stake in 


the Country, and whoſe Intereſt is the ſame with ours. It 
was by an Army of Hirelings, Debtors, Renegado's, and 
ſuch, that Rome at laſt fell a Victim to the Ambition of 
one Man. 

* It may, perhaps, be ſaid in Excuſe for this Bill, that Men 
of too ſmall Fortunes have Employments and Seats in Parlia- 


ment: Have you not an Act of Qualification? If that is not 


obſerved, why will you imagine this will ? I ſhould think it 
would not; for tho' it is an extraordinary thing to ſay fo, it 
would be contrary to the Intereſt of the Crown, contrary 
to the Intereſt of every Particular, and contrary to the In- 
tereſt of the Nation in general. But if the Sum limited in 
the Qualification-Bill is not already ſufficient, increaſe it: 
That is the only Way which will an{wer what is in vain ex- 
pected from this Bill. But, my Lords, to conclude : What a 


| Compliment would it be to his Majeſty, to ſay, you are not 


fit to be truſted with what your Anceſtors have always hither- 
to enjoyed, the Power of diſpoſing of Places and judging of 
Merit? We will, by a publick Act ſhew, we miſtruſt you. 
What a Compliment will it be to thoſe the People chuſe, to 


ſay, 


| (#44 : 
ſay, we will not truſt your Integrity, becauſe the People chuſe an, 15; Geo. II. 
you their Repreſentatives ? Is this the Means, to endear a 171. | 
People to their Prince, a Prince to his People, or Mankind t. 
one another ? e 8 


In Anſwer to this the Earl of Sandwich ſpoke to the fol. Earl of Sandwich 
lowing Effect: 18 Ty | 


© I am ſorry to hear a Bill branded with ſo many hard 
Names, which, in my Opinion, is not only deſigned, but ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, for ſecuring our Conſtitution againſt the 
Crown's having a corrupt and- prevailing Influence in both 
Houſes of Parliament. It is ſaid to ſtrike at the Root of 
- our Conſtitution, by attacking both the Liberties of the Peo- 
ple, and Prerogatives of the Crown, and it has been called | 
the Offspring of Party and Faction, nurſed up by Fury and | 
Diſcontent, This is a moſt terrible Deſcription, but the di- | 
rect contrary in every Reſpe@ happens to be really the Caſe z | 
as I hope I ſhall be able to ſhew both from the Nature of the 
Bill, and from the Hiſtory of ſuch Bills, ſome of -which had 
the gaod Luck to be paſſed into Laws and ſome of thoſe 9 
Laws now ſtand, and, I hope, ever will ſtand, unrepealed. i 
In antient Times, my Lords, nay I may ſay till after the [ 
Reſtoration, we had no Occaſion for ſuch Bills. 'The Crown [| 
had but few lucrative Imployments to beſtow, and many of 
thoſe it had at its Diſpoſal, were ſuch as were generally grant- 
ed for Life; conſequently, no Miniſter could hope by ſuch 
Means to gain, much leſs to preſerve, a corrupt Majority in 
either Houſe of Parliament ; and the Impoſlibility of Succeſs 
prevented their making any ſuch Attempt. We had then 
no mercenary ſtanding Army, nor had the Crown any lucra- —_— 
tive military Commiſſions to diſpoſe of. If an Army was at 1 
any Time raiſed for foreign Service, no Officer employed in 
that Army could look upon his Commiſſion as an Eſtate for 
Life ; therefore, tho' a Commiſſion in the Army was look'd 
upon as an Honour, it was never look'd upon as a Favour 3 
but, on the contrary, thoſe landed Gentlemen who had ac- 
quired. a, Character in their Country for Conduct, Courage, 
and military Knowledge, were often ſollicited to accept of 
Commiſſions in the Army. which was to be raiſed, and when 
the Service was over, they returned to live upon their Eſtates q 
in the Country, without being at any farther Charge to the (| 
Publick. | | 
We had then, my Lords, but very few Cuſtoms and no Ex- 


ciſes ; conſequently a Miniſter could not ſpread his Exciſemen =_ 
over the whole Kingdom, to influence Elections in Counties, i 


or 


. — 


= i 
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An. 15. Geo, II. or to govern them in moſt of our inland Boroughs; and the 
[== 1742: Salaries of our Cuſtom-Houſe Officers were ſo trifling,. that 
— 2 Man of any great Character or Fortune would accept of 
them, ſo that ſuch Officers had but very little Influence in any 
of our Sea- Port Towns. Nay, the Commiſſions in our Na- 
vy were either ſuch as were not at the Diſpoſal of the Crown, 
or ſuch as could have no conſiderable Influence over thoſe that 
accepted them; for while the Cuſtom of the Crown's be- 
+ Ing furniſhed with Ships of War by our Sea-Ports remained, | 
the Officers of the Ships were appointed by the Magiſtrates of 
the Town where they were fitted out; and even after the Ships 
began to be furniſhed at the publick Charge, and all the | 
Officers appointed by the Crown, a Commiſſion in the Navy 
could'not be look'd on as a Proviſion for Life, becauſe when a 
the Expedition was over they were liſmiſſed without any t 
half Pay or other Proviſion ; from whence it is plain, that a | 
| | Commiſſion either in the Land or Sea Service could then have f 
| no Influence in Parliament, becauſe the Officers, when em- ] 
| ployed in an Expedition, could not be there, and when they 0 
were not employed, they had nothing from the Crown, r 
But now, my Lords, the Caſe is quite altered: The I 
Commiſſions in our Army and Navy, the Poſts in the Col- r 


lection of the publick Revenue, and the other Places in the [ 

Diſpoſal of the Crown, are become ſo numerous and fo lucra- t 

tive, that they muſt have a great Influence upon the Mem- tl 

| bers of the other Houſe, if there be no Reſtraint upon the C 

4 Namber of Placemen allowed to have Seats in that Houſe. th 
| This, I ſay, muſt be the Conſequence, unleſs we ſuppoſe, that g1 

| | Men will judge and determine as impartially in a Caſe where gr 

| they are to get or loſe 500/. or 1000 J. a Year, as in a Caſe T 

| 5 where they are to get or loſe nothing by their Judgment or m 

| Determination; and to ſuppoſe this, is ſo contrary to the Na-. MW if 


ture of Mankind, and to the eſtabliſhed Maxims of all So- to 
_ cieties, that I am ſure none of your Lordſhips, will make any 


ſuch Suppoſition. Parliaments, we know, are deſigned to be of 
a Check upon Miniſters ; we likewiſe know, that almoſt e- vt 
very Poſt or Place in the Diſpoſal of the Crown, is left to the Ne 
arbitrary Diſpoſal of Miniſters; and we alſo know, that no me 
Miniſter ever did, or ever will give a lucrative Poſt or Em- by 
ployment to a Man who oppoſes his Meaſures in Parliament: wh 
From late Experience we know, that ſome of the higheſt are 


Officers in the Kingdom have been diſmiſſed, for no other led 
Reaſon but becauſe they diſapproved of the Meaſures purſued chu 
by our Miniſters, and had Honour enough to declare their noy 
Diſapprobation in Parliament. Can we then expect, my tho 
Lords, that the other Houſe will ever be a Check upon the but 
| = | Conduct ; 


( 169® ) 


Conduct of our Miniſters, as long as there is a Majority in An. 15/646. th | 


that Houſe, who enjoy or expect ſome lucrative and honour- 


able Employment from the Benevolence of thoſe very Mi- 


niſters ? I ſhall not fay, that in ſuch a Caſe the Members would 


all be corrupt in their Determinations; but I will fay, that in 
many Caſes they would be biaſſed in their Judgments, and 
thereby induced to approve of what, in Duty to their Country, 
they ought to have diſapproved of, or to put a Negative upon 
what, in Duty to their Country, they ought to have given their 
Conſent to. | 24 | 1871 

« Therefore, my Lords, if we intend that the other Houſe 
ſhould anſwer the End of its Inſtitution, by judging imparti- 


ally, and determining wiſely and jaſtly in every Caſe that 
comes before them, we muſt paſs this Bill, or ſuch a Bill as 


this; or we muſt paſs a Bill for taking from the Crown the 
Diſpoſal of | thoſe Poſts and Employments that are neceſſary 


for the executive Part of our Government; and ſurely. thoſe 


Lords who ſeem ſo mighty jealous of any Incroachment up- 
on the Prerogative of the Crown, will agree to the former 
rather than to the latter of theſe two Expedients. The latter; 
I ſhall grant, would be an Infringement of one of thoſe Pre- 
rogatives now enjoyed by the Crown; but I cannot for my 
Life ſee what the former has to do with the Prerogatives of 
the Crown, nor can I conceive how any one Prerogative of 
the Crow is to be in the leaſt affected by this Bill. There is no 
Confinement, nor the leaſt Reſtraint propoſed upon the Power 
the King has to diſpoſe of Offices or Employments: He may 
grant them as fully and freely as before: He may even 
grant them to Members of Parliament, notwithſtanding any 
Thing propoſed to be enacted by this Bill; and the Members 
may enjoy the Office or Employment ſo granted to him, only 
if it be ſuch a one as is not excepted in this Bill, he is not 
to be rechoſen. * IB: e 

Is this, my Lords, an Infringement of any Prerogatiye 
of the Crown ? Has the King a Power to tell the People 
whom they are to chuſe, or whom they are not to chuſe ? 
No, my Lords; but the Legiſlature has, and has already in 
many Caſes exerciſed that Power. The People are already 
by Law reſtrained from chuſing a Man as their Repreſentative, 
who is not poſſeſſed of 600 J. or at leaſt 300 l. a Year i They 
are already reſtrained from chuſing any Man concerned in col- 
lecting the publick Revenue: They are already reſtrained from 
chuſing their High Skeriff to be their Repreſentative z and 
now they are to be reſtrained from chuſing any Placem en, beſide 
thoſe excepted in this Bill. This is, tis true, a new Reſtraint, 


but it can no more be ſaid to be an Infringement of the Peo- 
TI 
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An. 15. Geo, II. or to govern them in moſt of our inland Boroughs; and the | 
| 1742. Salaries of our Cuſtom-Houſe Officers were ſo trifling,. that | 
no Man of any great Character or Fortune would accept ß 
them, ſo that ſuch Officers had but very little Influence in any | 
of our Sea-Port Towns. Nay, the Commiſſions in our Na-. 
vy were either ſuch as were not at the Diſpoſal of the Crown, | 
or ſuch as could have no conſiderable Influence over thoſe that | 
accepted them ; for while the Cuſtom of the Crown's be- 
+ Ing furniſhed with Ships of War by our Sea-Ports remained, \ 
the Officers of the Ships were appointed by the Magiſtrates of 
the Town where they were fitted out; and even after the Ships 
began to be furniſhed at the publick Charge, and all the 
Officers appointed by the Crown, a Commiſſion in the Navy a 
could not be look'd on as a Proviſion for Life, becauſe when © 
the Expedition was over they were. diſmiſſed without any t 


half Pay or other Proviſion ; from whence it is plain, that a 1 
Commiſſion either in the Land or Sea Service could then have f 
no Influence in Parliament, becauſe the Officers, when em- I 


ployed in an Expedition, could not be there, and when they o1 
were not employed, they had nothing from the Crown, 
But now, my Lords, the Caſe is quite altered: The 
Commiſſions in our Army and Navy, the Poſts in the Col- 
lection of the publick Revenue, and the other Places in the 
Diſpoſal of the Crown, are become ſo numerous and ſo lucra- 
Þ tive, that they muſt have a great Influence upon the Mem- 
[| | bers of the other Houſe, if there be no Reſtraint upon the 
1 Number of Placemen allowed to have Seats in that Houſe. 
This, I ſay, muſt be the Conſequence, unleſs we ſappoſe, that 
Men will judge and determine as impartially in a Caſe where 
| they are to get or loſe 500/7. or 1000 J. a Year, as in a Caſe 
| 4 where they are to get or loſe nothing by their Judgment or 
| | Determination; and to ſuppoſe this, is ſo contrary to the Na- 
ture of Mankind, and to the eſtabliſhed Maxims of all So- 
_ cieties, that I am ſure none of your Lordſhips, will make any 
ſuch Suppoſition. Parliaments, we know, are deſigned to be 
a Check upon Miniſters ; we likewiſe know, that almoſt e- 
very Poſt or Place in the Diſpoſal of the Crown, is left to the 
arbitrary Diſpoſal of Miniſters ; and we alſo know, that no 
i Miniſter ever did, or ever will give a lucrative Poſt or Em- 
i ployment to a Man who oppoſes his Meaſures in Parliament : 
From late Experience we know, that ſome of the higheſt 
Officers in the Kingdom have been diſmiſſed, for no other 
| Reaſon but becauſe they diſapproved of the Meaſures purſued 
X by our Miniſters, and had Honour enough to declare their 
Diſapprobation in Parliament. Can we then expect, my 
Lords, that the other Houſe will ever be a Check upon the 
| = | Conduct 
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conduct of our Miniſters, as long as there is a Majority in An. 15. Geo. II. 
that Houſe, who enjoy or expect ſome lucrative and honour- 17742: 
able Employment from the Benevolence of thoſe very Mi- 
niſters ? I ſhall not ſay, that in ſuch a Caſe the Members would 
all be corrupt in their Determinations ; but I will fay, that in 
many Caſes they would be biaſſed in their Judgments, and 
thereby induced to approve of what, in Duty to their Country, 
they ought to have diſapproved of, or to put a Negative upon 
what, in Duty to their Country, they ought to have given their 
Conſent to. * | 9 22 
Therefore, my Lords, if we intend that the other Houſe 
ſhould anſwer the End of its Inſtitution, by judging imparti- 
ally, and determining wiſely and jaſtly in every Caſe that 
comes before them, we muſt paſs this Bill, or ſuch a Bill as 
this; or we muſt paſs a Bill for taking from the Crown the 
Diſpoſal of thoſe Poſts and Employ ments that are neceſſary 
for the executive Part of our Government; and ſurely. thoſe 
Lords who ſeem ſo mighty jealous of any Incroachment up- 
on the Prerogative of the Crown, will agree to the former 
rather than to the latter of theſe two Expedients. The latter, 
I ſhall grant, would be an Infringement of one of thoſe Pre- 
rogatives now enjoyed by the Crown; but I cannot for my 
Life ſee what the former has to do with the Prerogatives of 
the Crown, nor can I conceive how any one Prerogative of 
the Crown is to be in the leaſt affected by this Bill. There is no 
Confinement, nor the leaſt Reſtraint propoſed upon the Power 
the King has to diſpoſe of Offices or Employmeats : He may 
grant them as fully and freely as before: He may even 
grant them to Members of Parliament, notwithſtanding any 
Thing propoſed to be enacted by this Bill; and the Members 
may enjoy the Office or Employment fo granted to him, only 
if it be ſuch a one as is not excepted in this Bill, he is not 
to be rechoſen. W 
Is this, my Lords, an Infringement of any Prerogatiye 
of the Crown ? Has the King a Power to tell the People 
whom they are to chuſe, or whom they are not to chuſe f 
No, my Lords; but the Legiſlature has, and has already in 
| many Caſes exerciſed that Power. The People are already | 
| by Law reſtrained from chuſing a Man as their Repreſentative, 
who is not poſſeſſed of 600 J. or at leaſt 300 J. a Year i They 
are already reſtrained from chuſing any Man concerned in col- 
lecting the publick Revenue: They are already reſtrained from 
chuſing their High Skeriff to be their Repreſentative z and 
now they are to be reſtrained from chuſing any Placem en, beſide 
thoſe excepted in this Bill. This is, tis true, a new Reſtraint, 
but it can no more be ſaid to be an Infringement of the Peo- 
Vor. VIII. TW ple? 


An. 15. Geo. II. ple's Liberties, than confining a Madman can be ſaid to be an 
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Infringement of his Liberty; for if the People were not mad, 


or ſomething worſe, they never would chuſe a Man as the Guar- 


dian of their Liberties, that muſt either forfeit the lucrative Poſt 
he enjoys, or betray his Truſt to Miniſters wha can, and pro. 


bably will, take his Poſt from him if he does not, and who 


have always by Experience been. found to be the greateſt E. 
nemies to the Liberties of the People. | 0 
I hope, I have now made it appear, that this Bill is no In- 
fringement either of the Prerogatives of the Crown or the Li. 
berties of the People ; but that, on the contrary, it is abſolutely 
neceſſary for preſerving our Conſtitution, by preventing a mi- 
niſterial and corrupt Influence in Parliament. I ſhall next pro- 
ceed to examine the Origin of this and ſuch like Bills, in order 
to ſee whether they deſerve to be called the Offspring of Fac- 
tion, nurſed up by Fury and Diſcontent. This, I know, my 
Lords, is a Scandal that has been thrown by Miniſters and their 
Favourites upon all the Laws we have for ſecuring the Liberties 
of the People. The Habeas Corpus Bill was, by the Miniſters 
of that Time, reckoned ſuch a factious Bill, that when it was 
firſt brought in, the Parliament was prorogued before it could 
be got ready for the Royal Aſſent. The Triennial Bill was rec- 
koned ſuch a factious Bill, that King William was adviſed by 
his Miniſte:s, to refuſe it the Royal Aſſent, the firſt Seſſion 
it was preſented ; and would perhaps, have done the ſame in 
the next Seſſion, if it had not been preſented to him very early 
in the Seſſion, and long before the neceſſary Supplies were all 
granted. And the Laws we have for preventing Penſioners and 
the Collectors of our Publick Revenue from having Seats. in 
the Houſe of Commons, have generally been ſcandalized in 
the ſame Manner by Miniſters and their Favourites ; but all 
impartial Men will admit, that thoſe Bills were the Offspring 
of a true publick Spirit, and that if they were nurſed 
by Diſcontent, it was a Diſcontent that proceeded from 
_ illegal and oppreſſive, or corrupt Practices of our Mini- 
ers. 1 
* Then with regard to the Bill now before us, I ſhall grant, 
that this, or ſome ſuch Bill as this, has been often brought 
into Parliament, and has been as often oppoſed by Miniſters; 
but I never heard that ſuch Bills proceeded from Faction. 
What the noble Lord meant by inſinuating, that the Parlia- 
ment was ever deſtroyed by any ſuch Bill, is what I cannot 
comprehend ; for, I hope, he will not call the Aſſembly held 
here towards the End of King Charles the Firſt's Reign a Par- 
liament, or their ſelf-denying Ordinance an Act of Parlia- 


ment. That Aſſembly had before, by means of their Army, 
| 1 deſtroyed 
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ſuch an Army ſhould at laſt - deſtroy the remaining Shadow, 
eſpecially after it began to be troubleſome to them, and hate- 


ful to the whole Kingdom. But thank God ! we have as yet 
no ſuch Army to deal with, nor is the Character of this Par- 


liament as yet become deſpicable among the People. We 
have nothing to fear from the Swords of our Army, as long 
as their chief Officers are Members of this or the other Houſe 
of Parliament, which this Bill does not prevent: Their 


Votes only we have to fear, in caſe too great a Number of 


Subalterns ſhould happen to be Members of the other Houſe. 
This we ought to prevent, and this every Man of Honour in 
the Army will aſſiſt us in preventing, eſpecially ſuch of them 
as have no Hopes of becoming the Members of the other 


Houſe, which is by far the greateſt Part, and, I believe, by 


much the beſt Part of the Soldiers. 

We cannot therefore, my Lords, draw any Argument 
from what happened in that pretended Parliament which 
murdered their King, after having deſtroy'd the Conſtitu- 
tion of their Country; and as no ſuch Law as this has ever 
yet taken Place, we cannot pretend to know, from Expe- 
rience, any bad Effect it will produce: But as ſeveral ſuch 
Bills have been brought in; as thoſe Bills were all brought 
in by thoſe who by their Conduct appeared to be Friends to 
our Conſtitution, and oppoſed by thoſe who have always ap- 
peared to be its greateſt Enemies, I mean our Miniſters of 
State; and as no Inconvenience, but great Benefit, has ac- 
crued from that Law which diſables Commiſſioners and Offi- 
cers of our Cuſtoms or Exciſe from being Members of the 


other Houſe, Experience muſt give us a favourable Opinion 


of this Bill. Can it be ſaid, that in the Year 1693 we 
were influenced by any factious Diſcontents ? And yet in 
that Year, ſuch a Bill as this, which was intitled, 4 Bill 
touching free and impartial Proceedings in Parliament, paſſed 
both Houſes, but by the Advice of the Miniſters was re- 
faſed the Royal Aſſent; as ſeveral others had been during 
the Beginning of that Reign. Can it be ſuppoſed, that in 
the Year 1701 we were governed by any factious Diſcon- 
tents? And yet in the Act of Settlement then paſſed, there 
was an expreſs Clauſe for excluding all Placemen from hay- 
ing Seats in the Houſe of Commons, after the Settlement 


then eſtabliſhed ſhould take Place, which Clauſe - met with 


the Approbation, not only of both Houſes of Parliament, 
but of the Crown itſelf. And ſurely no Man will derogate 
ſo mach from the known Courage of King Villiam, as to 
fay, that he would have allowed himſelf to be bullied by 
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deſtroyed the Subſtance of our Conſtitution, and no Wonder An. 15. Geo, II. 
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An. 15..Geo.H. any Faction or Party into a Regulation, which he thought 


would ftrike at the Root of our Conſtitution. This Clauſe, 
'tis true, was afterwards in the Queen's Time repealed bot 
I wiſh the noble Peers who were the Promoters of that Re- 
peal, had conſidered a little more their own. Characters, as 
well as the Conſtitution of their Country; for if they had, 


they might perhaps have made ſome ſuch Exceptions as are 
contained in this Bill, but, I am ſure, they would never 


have agreed to, and much leſs propoſed a general and ab- 
ſolute Repeal of that Clauſe. 


Even now, my Lords, we may be liable to ſome Dif- | 


contents; but if we are, they are far from being faQious 
Diſcontents : They are moſt juſtifiable Diſcontents : They 
are ſuch as have been occaſioned by Meaſures which. haye 
brought this Nation into Diſgrace, and Europe to the Brink 


of Deſtruftion : Meaſures which could not have been car- 


ried on, if ſuch a Law as this had been in being ; and Mea- 
ſures which our lateſt Poſterity may have Caaſe to load 
with Imprecations. If many Gentlemen of the other 
Houſe, and perhaps ſome of your Lordſhips Predeceſſors had 
not been biaſſed by the honourable or lucrative Imploy- 
ments poſſeſſed or expected, it is impoſſible to ſuppoſe, that 
Parliaments would have approved of Meaſures, the fatal 
Conſequences of which were ſo emphatically foretold at the 
Time, and have ſince been ſo fully verified by the Event; 
therefore the Bill now before us cannot be ſuppoſed to pro- 
ceed from Faction or Fury, but from a true Regard to our 
Conſtitution, and a well grounded Jealouſy of a miniſterial 
corrupt Influence in Parliament. | __ 

It ſeems to be a Misfortune, that ſome of your Lord- 
ſhips can never properly diſtinguiſh: between the Crown and 


the Miniſters of the Crown, which often brings Confuſion 


into our Debates ; and yet there is nothing more plain than 
that Diſtinction has been made by our Conſtitution. The 
Crown ought certainly to be a Check upon all its Mini- 
ſters, and all thoſe employed in the executive Part of our 
Government : It is not only the Duty but the Intereſt of 
the King to take care, or to have care taken, that none of 
thoſe he employs ſhall make a bad Uſe of the Power he 
intruſts them with, or the Confidence he repoſes in them; 
but this is too extenſive a Taſk for any King whatſoever, 


eſpecially the King of ſuch a large and populous Kingdom 


as this is; and therefore by our Conſtitution, the King is to 
be aſſiſted in the Performance of this Duty by his Parlia- 
ment. We are never to inquire into the Conduct of our 
Sovereign: Our Conſtitution tells us he can do no Wrong; 


but 


r . ETOP FECT 8 3 


TE 2”. 
but by his Appointme: examine k 
his Miniſters and Counſellors ; and it is his Iutereſt that we 


ſhould faithfully and impartially perform this Doty: 1 
e 


. 
em- 
* + 


the Majority of the other Houſe ſhould conſiſt of th 
ployed by the Crown in the executive Part of our Govern- 
ment, would not they then be both Judge and Party ? Is it 
then poſlible to ſuppoſe, that ſuch a Houſe of Parliament 
would faithfully and impartially perform this Duty to their 
N To prevent this Impoſſibility is the Deſign of 
this Bill. 

Crown and the Parliament, but is calculated for preventing 
the Parliament's being engaged in 'an Intereſt not only ſe- 
parate from, but oppoſite to the Intereſt of the Crown, I 


mean that of a guilty Miniſter ; and therefore I muſt b 


Leave to ſay, that, in my Opinion, whoever argues again 
this Bill, argues againſt the Intereſt, the Glory, and the 
Happineſs of his | : J 

I am ſurpriſed, my Lords, to hear it ſaid in this Houſe, 


that in order to be a Lord High Admiral, or a Lord High 


Treaſurer, it is neceſſary for a Man to be firit an Under- 
Clerk in the Office. At this Rate none of your Lordſhips 
could ever be capable of being in any of theſe high Offices, 
no nor any of your. Poſterity ; and yet both theſe high 
Offices have often been moſt worthily filled, and moſt di 

executed by ſome of your Anceſtors, without having ever 
before had an Opportunity to learn any Thing of the in- 
tricate Routine of thoſe Offices. 0 From Experience we 
know, that moſt of our great Offices may be executed by 
Men who, from their Birth and Quality, could never de- 
ſcend ſo low as to be a Clerk in the Office; and under 


ſuch Men, I believe, the Duty of the Office will always be 


more faithfully performed, than it would be, ſhould a little 
Fellow of an Under-Clerk be raiſed by the. Favour of a 
Prime Miniſter, to be at the Head of the Office, which is 
not unlikely to happen, if no ſuch Bill as this ſhould ever 
be paſſed into a Law. | | 

* I ſhall grant, my Lords, that in the Army few Gen- 
tlemen are made, or indeed ought to be made Colonels or 


Generals, without having firſt been Captains, or perhaps 


Subalterns; not becauſe of their Incapacity or Ignorance, 
but becauſe it would be a Diſcouragement to the Service, 
and an Injuſtice to thoſe inferior Officers who have a Title 
to be advanced. But can we ſuppoſe, that any young Gen- 
tleman who had a mind to raiſe himſelf in the Army, 
would throw up his Commiſſion rather than his Seat in 
Parliament ? Or is it neceſſary, that a young W 
0 


„we are to examine the Conduct of An. 15. Geo, H. 


It ſets up no Standard of Diviſion between the 


— — . — CCC — — — — — 9s 


- a — — yn Is 9 — 


An, 15. Geo: II. of Family and Fortune ſhould be in the other Houſe's 
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in governing the Nation, before he' can well be ſuppoſed 
capable to govern himſelf ? This is ſo far from being ne- 
ceſſary, that, I believe, it would be happy for the Nation 
to haye a Regulation made, that no Man ſhould be capable 
of being choſen a Member of the other Houſe, till after 
his being thirty or forty Years of Age; and therefore it is 
with me an Argument in favour of this Bill, that it would 
prevent the other Houſe's being filled with young Gentle. 
men, who are more fond of a Cockade than of the Liber. 
ties of their Country. 5 e 
Such Gentlemen, my Lords, will always prefer their 
having a Commiſſion in the Army to their having a Seat in 
Parliament ; conſequently this Bill will prevent no ſach Gen- 
tlemen of Family and Fortune from ſerving in the Army: 
And as to thoſe Gentlemen of Family and Fortune, who have 
good Senſe and true Honour, an Excluſion from Parliament 
will be an Encouragement for them to ſerve in the Army, 
becauſe they may then expect to meet with Juſtice in the 
Army, without being obliged to purchaſe it by betraying 
their Country, and ſacrificing their Conſcience in Parliament. 
Whereas ſhould a Prime Miniſter reſolve to keep a numerous 
Army always in Pay, and a powerful Squadron always in 
Commiſſion, not for over-awing or defeating the Enemies of 
his Country at Sea or in the Field, but for defeating all Op- 
Poſition to his Meaſures in Parliament, and all Inquiries into 
his Conduct, no Gentleman of Family or Fortune could ex- 


pect common Juſtice, either in our Army or Navy, unleſs 


he ſhould, by Means of his Family or Fortune, get himſelf 
choſen a Member of Parliament, and there vote in every 


| Caſe according to the Miniſter's Direction. If this ſhould . 


ever happen, I am ſure no Gentleman of Family and For- 
tune, who had any Honour, would accept, or could long 
keep a Commiſſion in our Navy or Army; and as to thoſe 
who have no Honour, let their Family or Fortune be what 
it will, I am ſure the moſt wicked and enterpriſing Miniſter 
can more ſafely rely upon them for his Protection, than 
their Couatry can truſt to them for its Relief. : 

© Thus, my Lords, it is evident, that if we intend to en- 
courage Gentlemen of Honour as well as Family and For- 
tune to enter themſelves in our Army, or on board our Fleet, 
we muſt paſs this Bill; and this ſeems now to be the more 
neceſſary, becauſe we have 2 more numerous Army of Hri- 
tiſb Subjects on Foot, and a greater Number of Men of War 


in Commiſſion, than we ever- had fince we have had any 
Thing 
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Thing like à ſtanding Army, or any Thing like a Royal An. 25. Geo. K 


Navy. What Advantage they may reap for their Country, 1742. 
1 do not know: I am ſure, they are a great Expence to t 
and, I am afraid, we ſhall never get free of any great Share 

of that Expence, if this Bill is not paſſed into a Law ; 'for, 

whilſt our Law ſtands as it does at preſent, I am convinced, 


the Number and Influence of the Officers of our Army and 
Navy will be every Day increaſing in Parliament. | 


I hope, I have now ſhewn, my Lords, that this Bill, if 
paſſed into a Law, muſt in every Reſpe& contribute to the 
Security of our Liberties ; that our Liberties; muſt fall a Sa- 
crifice to a miniſterial corrupt Influence in Parliament, or to 
the Ambition and Avarice of Men of no Fortune or no Ho- 
nour in our Army, if it is not paſſed into a Law; and that 
every Objection made againſt it, appears to be an Argument 
for it. But cf all the Objections that have been made, Iam 
moſt ſurpriſed at its being ſaid, that this Bill will be a bad 
Compliment to his Majeſty, becauſe we are to take from 
him the Power of diſpoſing of Places and judging of Merit. 
Can this Objection be made by any Lord who has read the 
Bill? Does it in the leaſt diminiſh his Majeſty's Power of diſ- 
poſing of Places or judging of Merit? May not he, notwita- 
ſtanding this Bill, grant a Place to any Member of Parlia- 
ment he thinks fit? As the Law now ſtands, ſuch Member 
mult be rechoſen ; and I have ſhewn, that the People ought 
in moſt Caſes to be reſtrained from rechuſing him, becauſe. 
if they were not mad, they would not do fo ; for I am ſure, 
no Man can be a proper Guardian of their Liberties, whoſe 
chief Subſiſtance, as well as his Hopes of future Advance- 
ment, may probably depend upon his betraying them: I ſay, 
no ſuch Man ought to be choſen or rechoſen by the People, 
unleſs he be a Man of a greater and more eſtabliſhed Cha- 
racter than any Clerk of an Office, or inferior Officer of our + 
Army or Navy, can be ſuppoſed to be. The Bill is there- 
fore no Infringement of the Prerogatives of the Crown, or 
Liberties of the People : It has always been a favourite Bill 
of thoſe who were for ſecuring our Conſtitution againſt the 
Deſigns of ambitious Princes or wicked Miniſters ; and as I 
glory in being one of thoſe, I ſhall moſt heartily concur in 
having it paſſed into a Law. rp fl RY 5 

The ſame Day, on the Earl of Sandrwich's Motion, the O, ders relatin 
Lords reſolved, that the Chancellor do attend the Houſe at to hearing 7 
11 o'Clock each Day, and that all Cauſes be firſt proceeded Cauſes, 
on before any Bills be read, or other Buſineſs, agreeable to 
an antient ſtanding Order. | 


April 14. The Lords ordered that the Roll of ſtanding 


Orders 
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44. 25. Geo. HI. Orders be taken into Cotifideration the fir Monde) ale 


174. 


Ee. Receſs; and the Lords to be ſummoned. 
The next Bay his Majeſty eame to the Houſe, and 


Royal Bill, to the Royal Aﬀent to the Land- Tax Bill, to ſeven 4 pu- 


ſeveral 


D. of Cumber- 
land and other 

Peers take their 
Seats 


Marg. of Twee - 
dale choſe one 
of the 16 Peers. 


Several Bills 
read. 


blick, and eight private Bills. Then the Lords aGjourn'd to 
the Tueſday * n= 

It was generally believ'd, that the Reaſon of the Refoly- 
tion of the Houſe for taking into Conſideration their ſtand- 
ing Orders, was to ſettle the Precedeney of the Royal Fami. 
ly ; the Duke of Cumberland being then at Age, it was dif- 
puted whether he ſhould take Place in the Honſe before the 
Sons of the Heir apparent to the Crown or not, ſeveral 
Lords being of Opinion, his Royal Highneſs could not claim 
Precedency of the Prince of Wales's Children. 

April 24. The Earl of Stair was appointed Qovertde4f 


Minorca, in the Room of Algernoon Earl of Hertford, made | 


Governor of Guernſey. 

On the 27th his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cumberlanu, 
who came of Age on the 15th, was introduc'd, between the 
Dukes of Grafton, Dorſet,' Ancaſter, and the Earl of Effing- 
ham, Deputy Earl Marſhal, into the Houſe of Peers, and took 
the Oaths, and his Seat in the Chair on the Left Hand of the 
Throne, by his Majeſty's Command. © 

The ſame Day the Lord Viſcount St John took his Seat 
in the Houſe of Peers, in the Room of his Father deceas'd: 


As did alſo the Lord Fitzwilliams and Lord Edgcombe, both 


whom were, a few Days before, created Peers of Great Bri- 
rain, the former by the Title of Baron Fitawilliams of Mil. 
ton, in Northamptonſhi re, being at that Time Earl of Fitz- 
abilliams in Ireland. and the latter by the Title of Baron 
Edgecombe of Mount-Edgcombe, in Devonſhire, being then 
Member of Parliament for P/ympton. 


On the zoth the Marquis of Tweedale was unanimouſly | 


elected one of the 16 Scots Peers, in the Room of the Earl 
of Heptan deceas'd. There were 22 Peers preſent, and 38 
ſent their Proxies. 

May 13. The Lords took the Roll of ſtanding Orders in- 
to farther Conſideration, and, after Debate, ordered that 
the Order relating to the Poor's Box be ſtruck out. 


May 17. The Lords went thro* the Bank Contract Bill, 


and reported it without Amendment ; alfo the Bill to indem- 
nify Perſons who have omitted to qualify themſelves for Of- 
fices, &c. 

May 20. The Lords paſſed the Bank Contract Bill, then 
read a firſt Time a Bill“ For the better ſecuring the Trade and 
Navigation of this Kingdom in Times of War, 


The 


— — 
— 


<< ” 
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The ſame Day. the Lords read a Bill from the Commons, An. 15. Geo, 11. 


which took its Riſe in that Houſe from the Complaints of the 1741. 
Merchants, intitled, 4 Bill for the better ſecuring the Trade 

and Navigation of this Kingdom in Times of War, of which 

the following is an exact Copy: | TS. 


c WV areas it is neceſſary, in Times of War, that a ſuf- Copyof a Bill ſent 


cient Number of Ships ſhould be appointed, and vp from theCom- 
« kept conſtantly employed as Cruizers, in proper Stations, "__ — _ 
for the Protection and Security of the Trade and Naviga- Navigation in 
tion of this Kingdom; Be it enacted, by the King's Moſt Time of War. 
Excellent Majeſty, by and with the Advice and Conſent of 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons in this pre- 
ſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, 
That when, and as often as this Kingdom ſhall be engaged in 
War with any Kingdom or State in Europe, (over and above 
the Ships of War for the Line of Battle, and for Convoys to 
remote Parts) ſuch a Number of Ships of War, as ſhall 
be ſufficient for the Protection and Security of the Mer- 
chant Ships, in their going out and returning home, ſhall 
be conſtantly employed as Cruizers, or for Convoys, in and 
near the Britiſb Channel and Soundings, and in ſuch other 
Stations on this Side Cape Finiſterre, as ſhall, by the Lord 
High Admiral, or Commiſſioners for executing the Office 
of Lord High Admiral of Great Britain for the Time be- 
ing, be judged moſt proper for that Purpoſe ; the aforeſaid 
Ships of War to be careen'd at leaſt * [three] Times in the 
Year, or oftner, if there be Occaſion ; and that the Sea- 
men on Board any ſuch Cruizers, ſhall not be turned over 
into- any other Ship, or Ships, but ſuch only as ſhall be 
appointed for cruifing, or Home Convoys, according to the 
Tenor of this Act. 4 | 
II. Pzovided alvvays, and be it Enacted by the 
Authoꝛzity aforeſaid, That nothing herein contained ſhall 
reſtrain, or be conſtrued to reſtrain,” the Lord High Admi- 
ral, or Commiſſioners for executing the Office of Lord 
High Admiral for the Time being, from directing any of 
the Ships which ſhall be appointed to be Cruiſers in Pur- 
ſuance of this Act, to be employed in the Line of Battle, 
(in Caſe of great Neceſſity) on this Side Cape Finiferre, 
without whoſe immediate Direction, the ſaid Ships ſhall al- 
ways be cruizing, or employed as Home Convoys, except 
when they are careening or refitting. | 
Vol. VIII. P f „ 
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The Words within theſe Marks [] ſhew how the Blanks were fil- 
led up, and the . Amendments made in its Progreſs through the Houſe of 
Commons, with Notes of the Words left out. 
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A0 14. Geo, I. III. Aud be it Euatted by the Authozity afo2fſain, 
— That the Lord 5 Admiral, or Sm 4 


ing the Office of Lord High Admiral for the Time being, 
© "ſhall, on or before the ¶Firſt Day of N e 
a O 


© and appoint a Commiſſioner of the Navy, or ſome one or 


more Perſon or Perſons, who ſhall conſtantly re ſide at ſuch 
Place or Places, as his Majeſty ſhall, direct, by Virtue of 
which Appointment, ſuch Perſon, or Perſons, in the 
Place or Places, for which, he or they ſhall, be appoint- 
ed, ſhall ſuperintend and overſee every Thing relating, to 


© Thing neceſſary be 1 g c e for all and every 
© the aforeſaid cruiſing Ships of War, that ſhall come. into 
any Port by Streſs of Weather, or io careen or refſit; and 
© as foon as they, or any of them, are refitted, ſhall order 
all or any of the-ſaid Ships of War to put to Sea again as 


«. ſoon as poſſible. _ 


*1V. Aud be it further Enaged by the Authoaie 
« aforeſaid, That from and after the faid- [Firſt Day. of 


«© * 


Fug, ] if any Captain or other Officer, on Board any of 


* the aforeſaid Cruiſers ;, and ſhall take Care that every 


© his Majeſty's Ships of War, ſhall willingly. ſpring, carry 
* away,. © i fole nay Maſt or Maſts of an Wen Ship *, or 
© ſhall make any falſe. Pretence or Excuſe for leaving the 
Station, on which ſuch Ship or Ships ſhall be appointed to 
« cruiſe, or ſhall return into Port before the Expiration of 
the Term appointed for his Cruiſe, without juſt and ſufli- 
« cient Reaſon for fo doing; every Capjain and Officer of- 
« fending in any of the aforeſaid Caſes, [ſhall be puniſhed 
© by Fine, Impriſonment, or otherwiſe, as the Offence, by a 
* Court Martial, ſhall be adjudged to deſerve. ]]]! 

V. And, to the Intent, that it may be the more eaſily 
known what Service the aforeſaid Cruizers ſhall every Vear 
perform, Be it. Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That the Commilſorer of the Navy in each of the Out- 
Ports, or ſuch Perſon or Perſons as ſhall, for that Pu poſe, 
© be appointed by the Lord High Admiral, or Commiſlioners 
« for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral for the 
Time being, ſhall tranſmit to him or them, every [ Three 
Months, ] a diſtin and ſeperate. Account digeſted into 
proper Columns, of the Time when any, of the Ships ap- 
pointed to be Cruiſers, ſailed out of Port, when ſuch 
Ship came in, together with the Number of Days caſt up 
© that ſuch Ship was out upon Duty, and the Reaſons of her 
putting into Port, and the Time and Reaſons of her Stay 
© there; with an Account how often, and the Times when 
« each. of. the {aid Ships have. been careened every — 

| 5 6 


* Left out, or Ships, 
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and that the Lord wr Admiral, or Commiſſioners for ex- An. 15 ceo, II. 
ecuting the Office of Lord High Admiral for the Time mar 
being, ſhall*cauſe Copies of the faid Accounts to be laid 
before both Houſes of Parliament, within [Eight Days]  * 
after he , . RR OT. 
VI. Ind be it ki Enacted by the Authoꝛity 
aforeſaid, That the Lord High Admiral, or the Com- 
miſſioners ſor executing the Office of Lord High Admiral 
for the Time being, ſhall, on or before the ſaid { Firſt Day 
of July] nominate and appoint ſuch a Number of Ships 
of War, as ſhall be ſufficient for the Purpoſes aforementi- 
oned, to be Cruiſers or Convoys on this Side Cape Fi- 
nifterre for the current Year ; and ſhall afterwards yearly, 
and every Year, during the preſent, 'or any future War, 
between the [Firſt Day of November] and the [Firſt Day 
of December, J nominate and appoint a ſufficient Number 
of Ships of War to be Cruiſers or Convoys on this Side 
Cape Finiſterre for the Year- enſuing ; and as often as any 
of them ſhall happen to be taken or loſt, ſhall, as ſoon ag 
may be, appoint others in the Room of every Ship ſo 
taken or loſt,  _ F 
VII. Ind whereas it is of the utmoſt Importance to the 
Trade of this Nation, that the Captains or Commanders 
of his Majeſty's Ships of War, appointed for Convoys to 
and from remote Parts, ſhould take due Care of the Mer- 
chant Ships committed to their Charge; Be it therefore 
Enacted by the Juchority aforeſaid,, That every Cap- 
tain or Commander of any of his Majeſty's Ships of War, 
who, on or after the Bill ſhall commence, Ball be ap- 
pointed Convoy or Guard to any Merchant Ships or Veſ- 
ſels, or who ſhall have any Merchant Ships or Veſſels un- 
der his Charge, do and ſhall diligently attend upon ſuch 
Charge without Delay, and in, and during the Courſe of 
the Voyage, take the utmoſt Care of ſuch' Merchant Ships 
and Veſſels, and do, and ſhall every Evening ſee that the 
whole Number of the ſaid Merchant Ships and Veſſels 
under his Convoy be in Company with him; and in Caſe 
he ſhall be obliged in the Night Time to tack or alter his 
Courſe, or lie to, that he do and ſhall make the proper 
Signals, to give the Merchant Ships and Veſſels, under 
his Convoy, Notice thereof; and if, in the Morning, he 
ſhall find any of the ſaid Merchant Ships or Veſſels to be 
miſſing, he ſhall uſe his utmoſt Endeavours to rejoin them, 
and ſhall not willingly or negligently ſail away from, leave 
or forſake ſuch Merchant Ships or Veſſels, until he has 
ſeen them ſafe, ſo far as he ſhall be directed to convoy 
them; and in Caſe any of the ſaid Merchant Ships or 
1741. | 2 + Veſſels 


1741. 
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An. 15. Geo, II. Veſſels ſhall be in Diſtreſs, he ſhall give them all proper 


and neceſſary Relief and Aſſiſtance, as far as he is able; 
and in caſe any ſuch Captain or Commanding Officer ſhall 
* refuſe or neglect to do all or any of the Matters aforeſaid, 
every ſuch Captain, or Commanding Officer, ſhall [be 
condemned to make Reparation of the Damage to the 
Merchants, Owners, and others, as the Court of Admiral- 
© ty ſhall adjudge; and alſo be puniſhed according to the 
0 Nee of his Offence, , as ſhall be adjudged fit by a Court 
Martial. 8 ' 
- VIII. Ind whereas it is of the utmoſt Importance to 
our Settlements in the We Indies, and the Trade there- 
of, * that the Commanders of Ships ſtationed there ſhould 
uſe their beſt Endeavours for the Protection and Security 
of ſuch Trade, [and the Colonies there; ] Be it far- 
ther Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That + none 


the ſaid Settlements, ſhall quit or leave their Stations un- 
der Pretence of going to careen or refit, or under any other 
Pretence whatſoever, without an eſpecial Order from the 
Lord High Admiral or Commiſſioners for executing the 
Office of Lord High Admiral, (or the Commander in 
Chief of bis Majeſty's Ships of War in thoſe Seas, or in 
the Vest Indies, 4) for the Time being ||. 

IX. And to the End that it may appear what Service 
the Ships ſo ſtationed ſhall perform, Be it enacted by the 
Authority aforeſaid, That the Captain or Commanding 
Officer on board every ſuch Ship or Veſſel, ſhall keep a 
diflint and ſeparate Account, digeſted into proper Co- 
lumns, of the Times when the ſaid Ship or Veſſel failed 
out of Port, when ſuch Ship or Veſſel came in, the Ser- 
vice ſhe was upon, together with the Number of Days caſt 
up that ſuch Ship or Veſſel was out upon ſuch Duty, and 
ſhall cauſe the ſame to be fairly entered in one or more 
Book or Books to be kept for that Purpoſe ; ſuch Entries 
to be digeſted in proper Columns, and to be every [fix 
Months] tranſmitted F by the Captain or Commanding 
Officer of every ſuch ſtation'd Ship, to the Lord High 


K a ⁰⁰  & 44 


Admiral, or Commiſſioners for executing the Office of 


Lord High Admiral for the Time being, and ſhall alſo 
| | « ſend 


* Left out, in Time of Tay. | 

Left out, d+ri: g the Continuance of any ſuch War. 

1 Theſe Words were added, 

Left out, Or wnleſs the Commander or Commanders of ſuch Shy ot 
Ships ſhall be ordered «ff their Station, to be employed in the Line of Battle 


in the Weſt Indies, which ſhall not be dine but in Caſes ¶ the greateſt Ne» 


v 
celitt v. 


Left out, Tigetier with the Duplicates thereff. 


of his Majeſty's Ships, which ſhall be ſtationed at any of 


\ 
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« ſend Duplicates of the ſaid Accounts at the firſt Oppor- An. 


« tunity. 


« aforeſaid, That the Commanders of his Majeſty's Ships 
« of War on their Arrival at any of the ſaid Settlements, 
« ſhall deliver a Copy of the Orders they ſhall have received 
from the Lord High Admiral, or Commiſſioners for exe- 
cuting the Office of Lord High Admiral of Great Britain 
for the Time being, ſo far as they relate to the Protection 
« of the ſaid Colonies, and of the Trade of the ſaid Colo- 
* nies, to the Governor and Council of the reſpective Co- 
« !ony or Plantation where they ſhall be ſtationed ; which 
Orders ſhall be entered into the Council Books of ſuch 


Colony or Plantation reſpectively; and the ſaid Governor 


and Council are hereby authorized and impowered to give 
* ſuch Directions in Writing to the Captains and Com- 
manders of ſuch ſtationed Ships, as they ſhall think will 


be moſt for the Protection and Security of their Trade; 


* and the ſaid Captains and Commanders are hereby requir- 
ed to conform to, and obſerve the ſame, provided the ſame 
do not contradi& the Inſtructions they ſhall have received 
from the ſaid Lord High Admiral, or Commiſſioners for 
rH the Office of Lord High Admiral for the Time 
© being.” ; 


Then a Bill To impower Juſtices of Peace to commit Offen. 
dirs to the Houſe of Correction was read a firſt Time: As alſo 
a Bill, For indemnifying ſuch Perſons as ſhall make Diſcoveries 
relating to the Conduct of Robert Earl of Orford, which 
laſt was ordered to be printed, and the Lords to be ſummon- 
ed; Likewiſe a Bill To prevent Perſons from aſſiſting Priſo- 
ners to make their Eſcape. | 

May 24. The Lords read a third Time, and paſſed a Bill 
For ſecuring to Thomas Byron his new , Method of teaching 
Hort Hand for 14 Years. Then read a firſt Time the Bill 
to prevent Frauds and Counterfeits in Gold and Silver Lace: 
Alſo the Bill To exclude certain Officers from fitting in the 
Houſe of Commons, and ordered it to be printed. 

May 27. The Lords read a ſecond Time a Bill from the 


Several Bills 


read, 


Commons, To indemnify ſuch Perſons as ſhall make Diſco- 


veries relating to the Conduct of Robert Earl of Orford, 
whereof the following 1s a Copy : | 


c 


W Fereas an Inquiry is depending in Parliament Copy of a Bill to 
touching the Conduct of Robert Earl of Orford, ndemnify Evi- 


during the laſt ten Years of his being Firſt Commiſſioner —_—_ 


« of Orford, 


* This Clauſe was added in the Committee, 


15. Geb. II. 
„ 
« * X. And be it further enacted by the Authority "VV 


An. 16. Gee. II. of the Treaſury, and C 
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© his Majeſty's Exchequer; and it is neceſſary; for the Pur- 

c po aforeſaid, that ſeveral Perſons ſhould. be examined in 

© Relation to any Miſapplication, illegal or corrupt Diſpoſi- 

tion of any Money granted by Par f Tr defr 

© the Expences of his Majeſty's Civil Government, and 

© better ſupporting the Dignity of the Crown of Great Bri. 
tain, and for enabling his Majeſty to make an bonourable 
Proviſion for his Royal Family, and of any other publick 
Money; and alſo in Relation to the Diſpoſition of any 


Offices and Payments, Allowances'or Agreements in te. 
ſpe& thereof, and concerning other Matters relating to the 


Conduct of the ſaid. Robert Earl of Orford: And whereas, 
in many Cafes, Diſcoveries, relating to the ſaid Inquiry cannot 
be had and obtained, without ſome Indemnification to ſuch 


Perſon and Perſons as ſhall make Diſcovery. touching the 


C 
6 
6 
ol 
Matters aforeſaid :. Be it enacted by the King's Moſt Ex- 
© cellent Majeſty, by and with the Advice and Conſent of the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this preſent 
Parliament aſſembled, and by the Authority of the fame, 
That, for the more effectual making the Inquiry and Diſco. 
very aforeſaid, all and every Perſon and Perſons (other than 
© the ſaid Robert Earl of Orford) who having been duly ſum- 
* moned, ſhall, upon his, her, or their being examined or inter. 
© rogated by either Houſe of Parliament, or any Committee 
of either Houſe, relating to the Matters aforeſaid, truly 
© and faithfully diſcover and diſcloſe, to the beſt of his, her, 
or their Knowledge, Remembrance and Belief, all ſuch 
* Matters and Things as he, ſhe, or.they ſhall be examined 
< unto, or interrogated upon, r or concerning the 
ſaid Inquiry and relative thereunto, ſhall be, and he, ſhe, 
and they is, and are hereby freed, indemnified, and dif- 
charged of, from, and againſt all Forſeitures, Penalties, 
Puniſhments, Diſabilities and Incapacities which he, the, 
or they may incur, or become ſubject te, for, or by Rea- 
* ſon or Means of any Matter or Thing, which he, ſhe, or 
they ſhall, upon his or her, or their being examined, 8 
© aforeſaid, truly and faithfully diſcover, diſcloſe and make 
* known, touching or concerning the ſaid Inquiry, and re-. 
* lative thereunto ; and that all and every Perſon and Per: 
* ſons (other than the ſaid Robert Earl of Orford) making 
* ſuch Diſtovery as aforeſaid, who ſhall have, hold, or enjoy 
any Office or Offices whatever, ſhall be, and he, ſhe, and t 
is, and are hereby enabled and made capable to hold, occupy, 
© and enjoy, his, her, or their ſaid Office or Offices, notwith: 
© ſtanding any Forfeiture, Penalty, or Incapacity whatſo; 
* ever which ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſhall, or may be liable 
| 6 to 


hancellor and Under Treaſurer of 


ianient for defraying 


. A wy oo. 


„ \ | 
3 „„ : 
+ to, in refpe& of 'what he; mne, or they ſhall diſcover as Ai. 16. Geo. II. 
« aforefaid; atiy Thing in the Act of Parliament made and —274r 
© paſſed in the Fifth and Sixth Years of the Reg u of King 
« Edward VI. againſt buy ing and felling of Offices or any 
Thing therein, or any other Law or Statute to the contra 


« ry thereof in anywife notwithſtanding. 
Provided alvbays, and be it Eacte &ed by the Au⸗ 
« thority aforeſaid, That this Act, or any Thing herein 
contained, ſhalf not extend, or be conſtrued to extend, to 
give any Benefit or Advantage, or to indemnify, free, or 
* diſcharge any Perſon or Perſons from or againſt any For- 
| « fejtures,, Penalties, Puniſhments, Diſabilities, or Incapa- 
| cities, who, being examined as aforeſaid, ſhall give any 
« falfe Evidence, or make any falſe Diſcovery, touching or 
| concerning the ſaid Inquiry, and relative theteunto ; an 
Thing herein to the contrary notwithſtanding.” | 
This Bill was bronght into the Houſe of Commons, on 
; Occafion of the dies Behaviour of Nicholas Paxton __—— _— 
) others before the Secret Committee: And a Motion bei 
made that it be committed, Lord Carteret. ftood up and 
ſpoke "ns nr” ern THT ee hats 
„„ c . 
As the Queſtion now before us is of the higheſt Impor: I Cuarteret. 
tance both to the preſent Age and to Poſterity, as it may di- 
rect the Proceedings of the Courts of Juſtice, preſeribe the 
Courſe of pablick Inquiries, and by conf e affect the 
Property or Life of every Lord in this Houſe ; I hope it 
will be debated” amongſt us without the Atrimony which 
ariſes from the Prejudice .of Party, or the Violence'which 
is produced by the Deſire of Victory, and that the Contro- | 
verſy will be animated by no other Paſlion 15 Zeal for | | 


Juſtice and Love of Truth. _ _. 7 
« For my Part, my Lords, I have Reaſon to believe that = 
many Profeſſions of my Sincerity will not be neceſſary on f 
this Occaſion, becauſe I ſhall not be eaſily ſuſpected of any | 
Partiality in favour of the noble Lord to whom this Bill im- [ 
mediately relates. It is well known to your Lordſhips how | 
freely J have cenſured his Conduct, and how invariably I 
have oppoſed thoſe Meaſures by which the Nation has been - 
ſo far exaſperated that the Bill, now under our Confiderati- | 
| 


on, has been thought neceſſary by the Commons, to pacify the 
general Diſcontent, to reſtore the publick Ons and 


== Cn. e 0F0 - © BO Gn WHEAT 


ſo- © * See the Account of the Progreſs of this Bill aro the Houſe of | 
ble W Commons, and the ſeveral Diviſions thereupon, with the two Reports | 
to of the Secret Committee, in Cnavpier's Hiſtory of that Houſe, | 


Vol, XIII. | 


| | 5 ( 120. } | 
n. 18 Geo. II. to recover that Confidence in the Government, without whic 
8 _— ut no Happineſs is to be expected, without which the beſt ag 
= ſures will always be obſtructed by the People, and the juſ- 
teſt. Remonſtrances diſregarded by the Court. ry: 
But however laudable may be the End propoſed by the 
Commons, I cannot, my Lords, be ſo far dazzled by the Pro- 
ſpect of obtaining it as not to examine the Means to which 
we are invited to concur, and enquire with that Attention 
which the Honour of ſitting in this Houſe has, made my 
Duty, whether they are ſuch as have been practiſed by our 
Anceſtors, ſuch as are preſcribed by the Law, or warranted 
by Prudence. 9 
The Caution, my Lords, with which our Anceſtors 
have always proceeded in Enquiries by which Life, or Death, 
Property, or Reputation was endangered, the Certainty, or 
at leaſt the high Degree of Probability which they required 
in Evidence, to make it a ſufficient Ground of Conviction, 
is univerſally known; nor is it neceſſary to ſhow their Opini- 
= on by particular Examples, becauſe being no leſs ſolicitous 
for the Welfare of their Poſterity than for their own, they 
were careful to record their Sentiments in Laws and Sta- 
tutes, and to preſcribe with the ſtroageſt Sanctions to ſuceed- 
ing Governments, what they had diſcovered by their own 
Reflections, or been taught by their Predeceſſors. 
Iuhey conſidered, my Lords, not only how great was t 
Hardſhip of being unjuſtly condemned, but likewiſe how 
much a Man might ſuffer by being falſely accuſed, how much 
he might be harraſſed by a Proſecution, and how ſenſibly 
be might feel the Diſgrace of a Trial. They knew that to 
be charged with Guilt imply'd ſome Degree of Reproach, 
and that it gave Room at leaſt for an Inference, that the 
known Conduct of the Perſon accuſed was ſuch as made it 
probable that he was {till more wicked than he appeared; 
they knew that the Credulity of ſome might admit the 
Charge upon Evidence that was rejected by the Courts, and 
that Difference of Party, or private Quarrels might provoke 
others to propagate Reports once publiſhed, even when in 
their own Opinion they were ſufficiently confuted ; and that 
therefore an innocent Man might languiſh in Infamy by a 
groundleſs Charge, though he ſhould eſcape any legal 
Penalty. | „ 
Iilt has therefore, my Lords, been immemorially eſta- 
bliſhed in this Nation, that no Man can be apprehended, & 
called into Queition for any Crime, till there ſhall be Proof, 
firſt, that there is a Corpus Deli#i, a Crime really and 
viſibly committed: Thus before a Proceſs can be iſſued out ; 
for enquiring after a Murder has been perpetrated, the dead 05 
| | Body 8 


be cannot 
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Body muſt he expoſed to a Jury, and it muſt appear to them 48. 15. Geo. II. 


that bs died by Violence. It is not ſufficient that a Man 
is loſt, and that it is probable that he is murdered, becauſe no 
other Reaſon of his Abſence: can be aſſigned, he muſt be 
found with the Marks of Force upon him, or ſome. Circum- 


ſtances that may male” N dae pern by - 


8 


Accident, or his own Hand. « 01 

_ © Tr is required, ſecondly, pare ahid he who appre- 
bends any Perſon as guilty of the 'FaQ:thus/ apparently com- 
mitted, muſt ſaſpef him to be the Criminal ; for he is not to 
take an Opportunity, 'afforded him by the Commiſſion of an 
illegal AR, to gratify any ſecret Malice, or wanton Curio- 
ſity, or to drag to ſolemn ——— daun — whe 
' an"Accuſation. i ,-// 

And, my Lords, that — may _ ravage 'the 
Reputation "of Great Britain without Controul, that Men 
may not give way to the mere ions of Malevolence, 
and load the Characters of thoſe: with atrocious Wickedneſs, 
whom perhaps they have no — Reaſon to believe more de- 
praved than the Bulk of Mankind, aud 'whoſe Failings may 
have been exaggerated in their Eyes by Contrariety of Opini- 
on, or accidental Competition, it is required in the third 
Place, my Lords, that whoever apprehends or moleſts ano- 
ther on Suſpicion of a Crime, ſhall be able to give the Reaſons 
of his Suſpicion, and to prove them by competent Evidence. 
- + Theſe, my Lords, are three Effentials which the Wif- 
dom of our Anceſtors has made indiſpenſably previous to the 
Arreſt or Impriſonment of the menneſt Briron; it muſt ap- 


pear that there is a Crime com mitted, that the Perſon to be 


ſeized is ſuſpected of having committed it, and that the Su- 
ſpicion is founded- upon Probability. Requiſites ſo teaſon- 
able in their own Nature, ſo neceſſary to the Protection of 
every Man's Quiet and Reputation, and by Conſequence ſo 
aſefal to the Security and Happineſs of Society, that I ſup- 
poſe they will need no Support or Vindication. Every Man 
is intereſted in the Continuance of this Method of pro- 
ceeding, becauſe no Mam is ſecure from ſuffering by 1 the In- 
terruption or - Abolition of it. 

Such, my Lords, is the Care and Caution which the 
Law directs in the firſt Part of any Criminal Proceſs, the 
Detainment of the Perſon ſuppoſed guilty; nor is the Me- 


thod of Trial preſcribed with en e of 


Innocence. 
IIt is an eſtabliſhed Ade that no Man can be obliged 


to accuſe himſelf, or to anſwer any Queſtions which may _ 
have any Tendency to diſcover what the Nature of his De- 


fence requires to be concealed. His Guilt muſt e ei- 


Vol. VIII. Q Wag 
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An. 15. Geo. U. cher by a voluntary and unconſtrained Confeſſion, which the 
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Terrors of Conſcience have ſometimes extorted, and the No- 
' toriety of the Crime has at other Times produced, or by the 
Depoſition of ſuch Witelles: as the Jury on think 1 
of Belief. F.4d i a Þ. 
To the Credibilityiof any. Witneſs i it is n requies 
that he be diſintereſted ; that his on Cauſe be not involved 
in that of the Perſon accus'd 3 and that he has no Proſpect of 
advancing his Fortune, but only. of clearing his Reputation, 
or ſecuring his Life. For it is made too plain by daily Ex- 
amples, that Intereſt will prevail over the Virtue of moſt 
Men, and that it is not ſafe to believe thoſe who are. rongly 


- tempted to deceive. 


There are Cafes, my Lords, whore. the Intereſt; of the 
Perſon offering his Evidence is ſo apparent, that he is not 
even admitted to be heard, and any Benefit which may poſ- 
ſibly be propoſed, is admitted as an Objection to Evidence, 
and weakens it in a Meaſure proportionate to the Dittance 
of the Proſpe& and the Degree of Profit. «1 0 

« Such are the Rules hitherto followed in criminal Pro- 
ceedings, the Violation of which haz been always cenſured 
as Cruelty and Oppreſſion, and perhaps always been re- 
pented even by thoſe who propoſed and defended it, when 
the Commotions of Party have ſubſided, and the Heat of 
Oppoſition has given way to unprejudiced Reflection. 
Of theſe Rules, my Lords, it is not neceſſary to pro- 
duce any Defence from the Practice of diſtant Nations, be- 
cauſe it is ſufficient _in the preſent Caſe that they are eſta- 
bliſhed by the Conſtitution of this Country, to which every 
Briton has a Right to appeal; for how can any Man de- 
fend his Conduct, if having acted under one Law, he is to 
be tried by another * ? | | 

Let us therefore, my Lords, apply theſe Rules to the | 
preſent Bill, and enquire what Regard appears to have been 
paid to them by the Commons, and. how well we ſhall * 
ſerve them by concurring in their Deſign. b 

With reſpect to the firſt, by which it is required, chat 
there be a known and manifeſt Crime, it does not appear 
to have engaged the leaſt Attention in the other Houſe ; for 
no Fact is ſpecified in the Bill upon which a Proſecution 
can be founded, and therefore to enquire after Evidence is 
ſomewhat prepoſterous z it is inviting Men to give their Opi- 
nion without a Subject, and to anſwer without a Queſtion. 

It may be urged, indeed, that there is an univerſal Diſ- 
content over the whole Nation, that the . * 

e 


* See TiMBERIAND'S Hiſtory of the Houſe of Lords, Vol. * 
p. 281, 304, and 399, 
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the Perſon mentioned in the Bill, has been continued. * 15. 


many Vears : that the Influence of the Nation is impaired 


in foreign Countries ; that our Treaſury is..exhauſted 3) that 


our Liberties have been attacked, our Properties invaded,. 
and our Morals corrupted; but theſe are yet only: Rumours, , 
without Proof and without legal Certainty, which may in- 
deed with great Propriety give Occaſion to an Enquiry, and 
perhaps by that Enquiry ſome Facts may be aicertained 
which may-afford ſufficient Reaſons for. 4 Procedure. 

« Bat ſuch, my Lords, is the Form of the Bill now before 
us, that if it ſhould paſs into a Statute, it would, in my 
Opinion, put a Stop to all future Enquiry by making thoſe 
incapable of giving Evidence, who have had molt Opportu- 
. nities of knowing thoſe Tranſactions, which have given the 
chief Occaſion of Suſpicion, and from whom therefore the 
moſt important Information muſt naturally be expected. 

The firſt requiſite. Qualifi cation of a Witneſs, whether 
we conſult natural Equity and Reaſon, or the common Law 
of our own Country, is Diſintereſtedneſs; an Indifference, 
with regard to all outward Circumſtances, about the Event 
of the Trial at which his Teſtimony. is required. For he 
that is called as a Witneſs where! he is . is in 
reality giving Evidence in his own Cauſe. 

But this Qualification, my Lords, the Bill now before 
us manifeſtly takes away; for every Man who ſhall appear 
againſt the Perſon into whoſe Conduct the Commons are en- 
quiring, evidently promotes, in the higheſt Degree, his own 
Intereſt by his Evidence, as he may preclude all Examination 
of his own Behaviour, and ſecure the Poſſeſſion of that 
Wealth which he bas accumulated by Fraud and Oppreſſion, 
or perhaps preſerve that Life which the Juſtice of the Nor 
tion might take away. 

Nothing, my Lords, is more obvious. than that this 
Offer of Indemnity may produce Perjury and falſe Accuſa- 
tion; nothing is more probable than that he who is conſcious 
of any atrocious Villanies which he cannot certainly ſecure 
from Diſcovery, will ſnatch this Opportunity of committing 
one Crime more, to ſet himſelf free from the Dread of 
Puniſhment, and blot out his own Guilt for ever, by char. 
ging the Earl of Orford as one of his Accomplices. | 

+ It may. be urged, my Lords, that he who ſhall give 
falſe Evidence, forfeite the Indemnity. to which the honeſt 


Witneſs is intitled, but let us conſider why this ſhould be 
now, rather than in any former Time, accounted a ſufficient 
Security againſt Falſhood and Perjury. It is at all Times 
criminal, and at all Times puniſhable to commit Perjury, 
and yet it has been hitherto thought r not only to 
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rentiy his Iotereſt, than to contrive ſuch an Accuſation av 
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deter it by ſubſequent Penulties, but to take way 


all preis 


vious Temptations ; no Man's Oath will be admitted in b 


on Cauſe, 'though offered! at the Hazard of the Puniſhs 
ment inflited upon Perjury. To offer Indemnity to'iavite 


Evidence, and to deter them from falſe Acedfations by the: - 


Forfeiture of it, even tho“ we ſhould allow to the peu! 
Clauſe all the Efficacy which can be expected by thoſs who- 
it, is only to ſet one Part of the Bill at Variante 


with the other, to ere and demoliſh at the fame Time 


- © But it may be proved, my Lords, that the Reward will 
have more Influence than the Penalty, and that every Mam 
who can reaſon upon the Condition in which be is placed. 
by this Bill, will be more incited to accuſe” the Earl of O.. 
ford however unjuſtly, -by the Proſpett of Security, thaw 
intimidated by the Forfeiture incurred by Per jur. 


For, let us ſuppoſe, my Lords, a Man whoſe Condos, 


es him to Puniſhment, and who knows that he ſfiall- 
not long be able to conceal it; what can be more appas 


may complicate his own Wickedneſs with ſome Tranſactfons | 
of the Perfon to whom this Bill relates? He may indeed be 
poſſibly confuted and loſe the Benefit offered bythe Govern- 
ment, but the Loſs of it will not place him ir «Condition more 
dangerous than that which he was in befefe 3 he has already 
deſerved all the Severity to which Perjury will —_—_— — 
and by forging a bold and well — Calumny he | 
at leaſt a Chance of eſcaping. ha 
© Let us ſuppoſe, my Lords, that the Bill now under ou 
Conſideration aſſigned a pecuniary Reward" to any Man who 
ſhould appear againſt this Perſon, with a Clauſe by which 


he that ſhould accuſe him falſely ſhould be diſmiſſed without ' 


his Pay; would not this appear a Method of Proſecution 


contrary to Law, and Reaſon, and Juſtice ? Would not — 4 


Man immediately diſcover, that the Witneſfes were bri 
and therefore they would deſerve no Credit? And what is 
the Difference between the Advantage now offered and any 
other Conſideration, except that ſcarcely any other Reward 
can be offered fo great, and conſequently fo wes lf to In- 
fluence ? 

It is to be remembered that the Phrrons of this Bill 


evidently call for Teſtimony from the abandoned and the 


profligate, from Men whom they ſappoſe neceſſarily to con- 
feſs their own Crimes in their Depofitiens, and furely 
Wretches like theſe ought not to be ſolicited to Perjury by 
the Offer of a Reward. | 

How cruel muſt all impartial SpeQators of the publick 


Tranſactions account a Proſecution like this; What would | 


be 


Severity, and Juſtice: rigorou : 
fenders, is the uncontroverted Intereſt — — 1 
therefore it is not:to be doubted,- that in 
flections of the wiſeſt Men have bean-/ 

moſt proper Methods of ; Offen | 
Scheme now propoſech has neuer been — or never but 
by the moſt oppreſſive- Tyrants, in che moſt flagitious Times, 
it is evident that ĩt has been thought inconſiſtent A. 
and of a Tendency contrary to public neſs, 

I am very far, my Lords, from daſiring that any each 
of national Truſt ſhould eſcape Detection, or that a publick 
Office ſhould afford Security to Bribery, Extortion, or Cor - 
ruption. J am far from intending to patroniſe the Conduct 
of the Perſon mentioned in the preſent'Bili; Let the Com- 
mons proceed with the \utmoſt Severity, but let them nat 
deviate from Jaſticr. If he has forfeited his Fortune, his 
Honours, or his Life, let them by a legal Proreſa be taken 
from him; but let it always be: confidered, that he, like 
every other Man- is to be allowed the common Methods of 
Self- deſence; be is to ſtand or fall by the Laws of his 
Country, and to retain” the Privileges: of a Briton, till it 
ſhall appear that be has forfeited them by his Crimes. 

* To cenſure Guilt, my Lords, is undoubtedly neceſſary, 
and to enquire into the Conduct of - Men in Power ineon- 
teſtably juſt, but, by the Laws both of Heaven and Earth, 
the Means as well as the End are preſcribed, rectum recte, 
ligitimum legitime faciendum; we muſt not only propoſe 2 

good End in our em gry by tha Mer 
— which Equity direQs the preſcribes. | 

a How wall my Lords, the Law has deen obſerved hi- 
therto on this Occaſion, I cannot but propoſe that your 
Lordſhips ſhould conſider. It is well known that the Com- 
mons cannot claim a Right to adminiſter an Oath, and there- 
fore can only examine Witneſſes by ſimple Interrogatories. 
That they cannot (confer upon a+ Committee the Power 
which they have not themſelves is indubitably certain, and 
OR it is evident that they have exceeded — — 

ges, and in their Enquiry 1 . w 
the Laws 1 will ate the 

That they cannot, my Lords, in their own Right ad- | 
miniſter an Oath they apparently confeſs by the — of 

| ing 
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Ar. 15. Geo. II calling in on that Occaſion a Juſtice of the Peace, who a5 
1711. ſoon às he has performed. his Office is enpected to retire. 
This, my Lords; isa evident Eluſion, for it is always in · 
tended that he WhO ꝙives an Oath, / gives it in Conſequenee 
of his Right to take the Examination; but in this Caſe che! 
Witneſs takes an Oath) coram i new: judice; before za Nagi- 
ſtrate that has no Power to interrogate him, and is inter- 
rogated by thoſe wh¹ꝗhave no — to require his Oathb a: 
2 Such, my Lords, is my Opinion of the Conduct of the 
Committee of the »Houſe of Commons, of whom ] canndt 
but conclude: that they have aſſumed al Right, which the 
Conſtitution of our Government confers:only on your Lord 
ſhips; as a Houſe of Parliament, a Court of fudicature, and 
thereſore cannot think t prudent to confirm their P 5 
ings, by an Approbation of this Bill. Nn bas n 0 Un 0 
The Commons may indeed imagine that the preſent 5 
State of Affairs makes it neceſſary to proceed by /extraordi- | 
rary Methods, they may believe that the Nation will not be 
fſatisfy'd without a Dicovery of thoſe? Frauds: which a 
been · ſo long practiſed, and the Puniſſiment of thoſe Men by ] 
whom they have ſo long thought themſelves betrayed and | 
oppreſſed ; but let us confider, that Clamour is not Evidence; c 
and that we ought not either to recede from Juſtice, or from v 
j 
\ 
b 


our own Rights to ſatisfy the Expectations of the People. 
' © To remonſfrate againſt this Invaſion of our Privileges, my 
Lords, might be at this Juncture improper; the Diſpute 
might in this Time of Commotion and. Viciſſitude diſtract 
the Attention of thoſe to whom the publick Affairs are com 
mitted; retard the Buſineſs of the Nation, and give our E- 
nemies thoſe Advantges which they can never hope from 
their own Courage or Policy, or Strength. It may there 
fore be prudent on this Occaſion, only not to admit the 
Right which they have aſſumed, to ſatisfy ourſelves with re. 
taining our Privileges, without requiring any further Confir- 
mation of them, and only defeat the Invaſion of them, 
by rejecting the Bill, which is indeed of ſuch a Kind as can- 
not be confirmed without hazarding not only our own Rights 
but thoſe of every Briton. | ines $4 ce 
For here is a Species of Teſtimony invited, which is 
hitherto unknown to our Law, and from which it may be 
difficult to tell who can be ſecure; the Witneſſes are required 
to diſcloſe all Matters relating to the Conduct of the Earl of 
Orford, according to the beſt of their © Knowledge, Remem- 
brance, or Belief i; A Form of Depoſition, my Lords, of 
great Latitude; a Man's Belief may be influenced by the 
Report of others who may deceive him, by his Obſervation of 
Circumſtances either remote in themſelves, or mg 
- ; iſe 
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fallicious accordi to his — — Which tay yet 
have the ſame A upon his Beliefs which. they will in⸗ 
floence, not in Proportion to their reab Strength, but to the 
Confidence placed ĩn them by himſelf. 

There is only one Caſe, my Lords, in which, by che 
common Courſe of Proceedings, any Regard is had to mere 
Belief, and this Evidence is only accepted on that Occaſion, 
becauſe no other can poſſibly be obtained. When any Claim 
is to be determined by written Evidences, of which, in or- 
der to prove their Validity, it is neceſſary to enquire by 
whom they were drawn or ſigned; thoſe who are acquainted 
with the Writing of a dead Perſon, are admitted to deliver, 
upon Oath, their Belief that the Writing aſcribed to him, 
was or was not his; but ſuch ſecondary: Witneſſes are never 
called, WR the Perſon” can-be Foster 1 Hand i is ar 
be proved. 1 

There is yetanachiy Reaſon for which it is improper. 0 
admit ſuch Evidence as this Bill has a Tendency to promote. 
Ie is well known, that in all the Courts of Common Law, the 
Perſon accuſed is in ſome Degree ſecured from the Danger 
of being over · born by falſe Accuſations, by the Penalty 
which may be inflicted upon Witneſſes diſcover d to be per- 
jur'd ; but in the Method of Examination now propoſed, a 
Method -unknown to the Conſtitution, no ſuch Security can 
be obtained, for there is no Proviſion made by the Laws for 
the Puniſhment of a Man who ſhall give falſe ee 
fore a Committee of the Houſe of Commons. 

© It may likewiſe be obſerved, that this Bill wants one of 
the moſt eſſential Properties of Laws, Perſpicuity and deter- 
minate Meaning; here is an Indemnity promiſed to thoſe 
who ſhall diſcover. ALL that they 4now, remember, or be- 
liebe: A very extenſive Demand, and which may therefore be 
liable to more Fallacies and Evaſions than can be immediately 
enumerated or detected. For how can any one prove that 
he has a Claim to the Indemnity? He may, indeed, make 
ſome Diſcoveries, but whether he does not conceal ſome- 
thing, who can determine? May not ſuch Reſerves be ſu- 
ſpected, when his Anſwers ſhall not ſatisfy the ExpeRations 
of his Interrogators? And may not Suſpicion deprive him 
of the Benefit of the Act? May not a Man, from Want of 
Memory, or Preſence of Mind, omit ſomething at his Exa- 
mination which he may appear afterwards to have known? 


And ſince no human Being has the Power of diſtinguiſhing 


exactly between Faults and Frailties, may not the Defect of 
his Memory be charged on him as a criminal Suppreſſion of 
a — Fat? And may not he be left to ſuffer the Con- 

5 ſequences 
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Death, Liberty and 
Had of a Committee of the Commons? 
eaſily ſatisfy'd with Informations of one 
ly preſs another to further Diſcoveries ? 
fome Men notoriouſly. criminal to — 


It has bn the Praiſe of this Houle to cava 
Regard to Juſtice and to Mercy, and to follow, without 
Partiality, the Direction of Reaſon, and the Light of Truth; 
and how / conſiſtently with this Character, which it ought to 
be our higheſt Ambition. to maintain, we can ratify the pre- 
fent Bill your Lordſhips are this Day to conſider. It is to be 
enquired, whether to ſuppoſe a Man guilty, only becauſe 
fome Guilt is ſuſpected, be agreeable to Juſtice, and whether 
it be rational before there is any Proof of a . to Point 
out the Criminal. 
We are to conſider, my Lords, whether it is not unjuſt 
| to hear, againſtany Man, an Evidence who is hired to-accuſe 
him, and hired with a Reward which he cannot receive with- 
| out confeſling himſelf a Man unworthy. of | Belief. | - a 
=: It is to be. enquired, whether the Evidence of a Man 0 
| who declares only what” he believes, ooght to be admitted, WM 
| 
| 
| 
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| when the Nature of the Crime allows ſtronger Proof, and 
whether any Man ought to be examined where he Cannot be | 


] | | puniſhed if he be found perjur'd. t 
i" A natural and juſt Regard to our own Rights, oaths ſ 
41 Preſervation of which the Continuance of the Conſtitution te 


1 mult depend, onght to alarm us at the A e of any 
Attempt to invade them; and the Neceſſity of known Forms hi 
of Juſtice ought to incite us to the Prevention of any Innovati- le 
| on in the Methods of proſecuting Offenders. - 
1 Tor my own Part, my Lords, I cannot approve either la 
1 | the Principles or Form of the Bill. I think it neceſſary to P. 
1 proceed by known Precedents, when there is no immediate f 
| Danger that requires extraordinary Meafures, of which I am 
far from being convinced that they are neceſſary on the pre- 
ſent Occaſion. I think that the Certainty of a Crime ought ro 
to precede the Profecution of a Criminal, and [ ſee that there be 


is in the preſent Caſe no Crime attempted 92892 
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The Commons have, in my Opinion, already exteeded their An. r5. Ces · ll. 
Privileges, and I would not willingly- confirm their new. 2742+ 
that I canngy gapye to the Bill's being read a ſecond Time. 


Lord Talbot ipoke next: | 
| My Lords, *. 122 re 112 n . EY | 1 Ae » 
So high is my Veneration for this great Aſſembly, that it 
— 3 atmoſt Beets of eſolution, por 
evail upon myſelf to gire my Sentiments upon any Queſti- 
— that * SubjeR of Debate, however ſtrong may be my 


Lord Talbot, 


Conviction, or however ardent my Zeal. 

But in a "ey: particular Degree do I diſtruſt ny own 

| Abilities, when I find my Opinion contrary to that of the 
noble Lord who ſpoke laſt; and it is no common Per- 
plexity to be reduced to the difficult Choice of either ſuppreſ- 
1.4 my FRO or expoſing them to ſo diſadvantageous 
a Contraft. | ee | 
| © Yet, as 1 can't avoid Declaring my Mind on. this Que- 
ſtion, without being condemned in my own Breaſt as a De- 
ſerter of my. Country, nor utter them without the Danger of 
becoming contemptible in the Eyes of your Lordſhips : I will, 
however, fallow my Conſcience, rather than my Intereſt, and 
tho' I ſhould loſe any Part of my little Reputation, I ſhall find 
an ample Recompence from the Conſciouſneſs that I loſt it 
in the Diſcharge of my Duty, on an Occaſion which requires 
from every good Man the Hazard of his Life. Oo 

* The Arguments of the noble Lord. have had upon me 
an Effect which they never, perhaps, produced on any Part 
of his Audience before; they have confirmed me in the con- 
trary Opinion to that which he has endeavoured to maintain. 
It has been remarked, that in ſome Encounters, not to be put 
to Flight is to obtain the Victory, and, in a Controverſy with 
the noble Lord, not to be convinced by him, is to receive a 
ſufficient Proof that the Cauſe in which he is engaged is not 
to be defended hy Wit, Eloquence, or Learning. 

On the preſent Queſtion, my Lords, as on all others, 
he has produced all that can be urg d, either from the Know- 
ledge of paſt Ages, or Experience of the preſent; all that 
the Scholar or the Stateſman, can ſupply, has been accumu- 
lated, one Argument has been added to another, and all the 
Powers of a great Capacity have been employed, only to 
new that Right and Wrong cannot be confounded, and 
that Fallacy can never ſtrike with the Force of Truth. 

When I ſurvey the Arguments of the noble Lord, diſ- 
robed of thoſe Ornaments which his Imagination has ſo li- 
berally beſtowed upon them, I am ſurprized at the momen- 

K tary Effect which they had upon my Mind, and which they 
. Vol. VIII. R could 
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An. 15. Ceo. II. could not have produced had they been cloath'd in the Lan- 


guage of any other Perſon. 5 „ 
For when I recollect, ſingly, the particular Poſitions up. 
on which his Opinion ſeems to be founded, I do not find them 
by any Means uncontrovertible, ſome of them ſeem at beſt 
uncertain, and ſome evidently miſtaken. e 
That there is no apparent Crime committed, and that 
therefore no legal Enquiry can be made after the Criminal, 
J cannot hear without Aſtonniſhment: Is our Commerce 
ruin'd, are our Troops deſtroy'd, are the Morals of the 
People vitiated, is the Parliament crouded with Dependents, 
are our Fleets diſarmed, our Allies betray'd, and our Enemies 
ſupported, without a Crime? Was there no Certainty of 
any Crime committed, when it was moved to Addreſs his 
Majeſty to diſmiſs this Perſon from his Councils for ever *? 
It has been obſerved, my Lords, that nothing but the 
Sight of the dead Body can. warrant a Purſuit after the Mur- 
derer; but this is a Conceſſion ſufficient for the preſent Pur- 


- poſe, for if, upon the Sight of a murdered Perſon, the 


Murderer may lawfully be enquired after, and thoſe, who 
are reaſonably ſuſpected, detain'd and examin'd ; with equal 
Reaſon, my Lords, may the Survey of a ruin'd Nation, a 
Nation oppreſſed with burthenſome Taxes, devour'd by the 
Caterpillars of a Standing Army, ſunk into Contempt in e- 
very foreign Court, and repining at the daily Decay. of its 
Commerce, and the daily Maltiplication of its Oppreſſors, 
incite us to an Enquiry after the Author of its Miſeries. 
It is aſſerted, that no Man ought to be called in 
Queſtion for any Crime, who is not ſuſpected of having 
committed it: This, my Lords, is a Rule not only reaſon- 
able in itſelf, but ſo naturally obſerved, - that I believe it ne- 
ver yet was broken, and I am certain, no Man will be charged 
with the Violation of it, for accuſing this Perſon as an Ene- 
my to his Country. | wan 
But he that declares his Suſpicion, may be called upon to 
diſcover upon what Facts it is founded; nor will this Part 
of the Law produee any Difficulty in the preſent Caſe, for as 
every Man in the Nation ſuſpects this Perſon of the moſt 
enormous Crimes, every Man can produce ſufficient Argu- 
ments to juſtify his Opinion. ee 
On all other Occaſions, my Lords, publick Fame is al- 
lowed ſome Weight; that any Man is univerſally accounted 
wicked, will add Strength to the Teſtimony brought againſt 
him for any particular Offence ; and it is at leaſt a ſufficient 


_Reaſon for calling any Man to Examination that a Crime is 


* See Lord Carteret's Motion for that Purpoſe in T1MEERLAND'S 


Hiſtory of the Houſe of Lords, Vol. 7. p. 64% * 
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committed, and that he is generally reported to be the an. x 5. Geo. II. 
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Offender. f | 
That this is the State of the Perſon into whoſe Conduct 


the Commons are now enquiring ; that he iscenſured by every 
Man in the Kingdom, whoſe Sentiments are not repreſſed 
by viſible Influence; that he has no Friends but thoſe who 
have ſold their Integrity for the Plunder of the Publick, 
and that all who are not Enemies to their Country, have, 
for many Years, inceſſantly ſtruggled to drag him down 
from the Pinnacle of Power, and expoſe him to that Puniſh- 


ment which he has ſo long deſerved, and fo long defied, is - 


evident beyond Contradiction- | 
+ Let it not therefore be urged, my Lords, that there is 

no Certainty of a Crime which is proved to the Conviction 
of every honeſt Mind: Let it not be ſaid that it is unreaſon- 
able to ſuſpe& this Man, whom the Voice of the People, a 
Voice always to be reverenced, has ſo long condemned. 

The Method of procuring Evidence againſt him by an 
Act of Indemnity has been repreſented by the noble Lord as 
not agreeable to Juſtice or to Law: In the Knowledge of 
the Law I am far from imagining myſelf able to contend 
with him, but, I think, it may not be improper to obſerve, 
that a Perſon of the higheſt Eminence in x ao Profeſſion, 
whoſe long Study and great Abilities give bis Deciſions an 
uncommon Claim to Authority and Veneration, and who 
was always conſider'd in this Houſe with the higheſt Regard, 
appears to have entertained a very different Opinion. 

It was declared by him, without the leaſt Reſtriction, 
that all Means were lawful which tended to the Diſcovery of 


Truth; and therefore the Publick may juſtly expect that ex- 


traordinary Methods ſhould be uſed upon Occaſions of un- 
common Importance. ; | | 

Nor does this Expedient appear to me very remote from 
the daily Practice of promiſing Pardon to Thieves, on Con- 
dition that they will make Diſcoveries by which their Con- 
federates may be brought to Juſtice. 

If we examine only the Equity of this Procedure, with- 
out Regard to the Examples of former Times, it appears ta 
me eaſily defenſible ; for what can be more rational than to 
break a Confederacy of Wretches combined for the Deſtructi- 
on of the Happineſs of Mankind, by dividing their Intereſt, 
and making uſe, for the publick Good, of that Regard for 
their own Safety, which has ſwallowed up every other Prin- 
ciple of Action. MM | 

* It is admitted that Wickedneſs ought to be puniſhed, 
and it is univerſally known that Puniſhment muſt be pre- 
ceeded by Detection; any Method therefore that promotes the 
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An. 18. Ce. II. Diſcovery of Crimes may be conſider'd as advantageous to 
the Publick. | 


As there is no Wickedneſs of which the pernicious Con- 
ſequences are more extenſive, there are none which ought 
more diligently to be prevented, or more ſeverely puniſhed, 
than that of thoſe Men who have dared to abuſe the Power 
which their Country has put into their Hands ; but how 
they can be convicted by any other Means than thoſe which 
are now propoſed, I confeſs myſelf unable to diſcover ; for 
by a very ſmall Degree of Artifice, a Man inveſted with 
Power may make every Witneſs a Partner of his Guilt, and 
no Man will be able to accuſe him without betraying himſelf, 
In the preſent Cale it is evident, that the Perſon, of whoſe 
Actions the Bill now before us is deſigned to produce a more 
perfect Diſcovery, has been combined with others in illegal 
Meaſures, in 3 which their own Security obli 
them to conceal, and which therefore the Intereſt of 
Publick demands to be divulged. 8 | 5 

* That Paxton has diſtributed large Sums for Purpoſes 
which he dares not diſcover, we are informed by the Re- 
ports of the Secret Committee® ; and I ſuppoſe every Body 
ſuſpects that they were diſtributed as Rewards for Services 
which the Nation thinks not very meritorious; nor need any 
Man ask a Reaſon for ſuch Suſpicions. A 

But ſince it may poſſibly be ſuggeſted that Paxton ex- 
pended theſe Sums contrary to his Maſter's Direction, or 
without his Knowledge, it may be demanded, Whether ſuch 
an Aſſertion would not be an apparent Proof of a very cri- 
minal Degree of Negligence in a Man intruſted with the 


Care of the publick Treaſure ? 


Thus, my Lords, it appears in my Opinion evident, 
that either he has concurred in Meaſures which his ſervile 
Agent, the mercenary Tool of Wickedneſs, is afraid to con- 
feſs; or that he has been negligent of his Truſt, and 
ſuffer'd the Treaſure of the Nation to be ſquander'd by the 


meeaneſt Wretches without Account. 


© That the latter Part of the Accuſation is undoubtedly 
juſt, the Report of the Commons cannot but convince 


us. It appears that for near eight Years, Paxton was fo 


high in Confidence, that no Account was demanded from 
him: He beſtow'd Penfions at Pleaſure ; he was ſurrounded, 
like his Maſter, by his Idolaters ; and after the Fatigue of 
cringing in one Place, had an Opportunity of purchaſing 
with the Taxes of the Nation, the Gratification of Tyranny 
in another. | 

CY 


See the two Reports at large in CHANDLER's Hiſtory of the Come 
mons, Vol. XIII. * 
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I preſume, my Lords, that no Man dares affert ſuch a An. 15. 
flagrant Neglect of ſo important an Office to be not criminal 


474. 


Geo. II. 


in a very high Degree; to ſteal in private Houſes tha. 


which is received in Truſt, is Felony by the Statates of 


our Country : And ſurely the Wealth of the Publick ought not 


to be leſs ſecure than that of Individuals, nor ought he that 
connives at Robbery to be treated with more Lenity than 
the Robber. N l 

Therefore, my Lords, as I cannot but approve of the 
Bill, I move that it may be read a ſecond Time; and I 
hope the Reaſons which I have offered, when joined with 
others which I expect to hear from Lords of a greater Ex- 
perience, Knowledge and Capacity, will induce your Lord- 
ſhips to be of the ſame Opinion” | 


Lord Hervey * ſpoke next to the following Efe; = 1,14 Hervey, 


My Lords, © | h 
« As the Bill now before us is of a new Kind, upon an 
Occaſion no leſs new, I have endeavoured to beſtow upon it 
a proportionate Degree of Attention, and have conſider'd it 


in all the Lights in which I could place it. I have, in my 


Imagination, connected with it all the Circumſtances 
with which it is accompanied, and all the Conſequences that 
it may produce either to the preſent Age or to Futurity ; 
but the longer I refle& upon it, the more firmly am I de- 
termined to oppoſe it, nor has Deliberation any other Effect 
than to croud my Thoughts with new Arguments againſt it, 
and to dr Diſlike to Deteſtation. | | 
It muſt, my Lords, immediately occur to every Man at 
the firſt Mention of the Method of Proceeding now propoſed, 
that it is ſuch as nothing but extreme Neceſſity can vindi- 


cate 3 that the noble Perſon againſt whom it is contrived, 


muſt be a Monſter burthenſome to the World, that his Crimes 
muſt be at once publick and enormous, and that he has 
been already condemned by all' Maxims of Juſtice, though 
he has had the Subtilty to eſcape by ſome unforeſeen De- 
fect in the Forms of Law. It might be imagined, my 
Lords, that there were the moſt evident Marks of Guilt in 
the Conduct of the Man, thus cenſured ; that he had fled from 
the Juſtice of his Country; that he had openly ſuborned 
Witneſſes in his Favour ; or had by ſome Artifice, certainly 
known, obſtructed the Evidence that was to have been 
brought againſt him. It might at leaſt be reaſonably con- 
ceived that his Crimes were of ſuch a Kind as might in their 
own Nature eaſily be concealed, and that therefore ſome 
extraordinary Meaſures were neceſſary for the Diſcovery of 
Wickedneſs which lay out of the Reach of common * 

| But, 


„ Lord Privy Seal. 
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But, my Lords, none of theſe Circumſtances can be 
now alledged, for there is no Certainty of any Crime com- 
mitted, nor any Appearance of Conſciouſneſs or Fear in the 
Perſon accuſed, who ſets his Enemies at Defiance in full Se- 
curity, and declines no legal Trial of his paſt Actions; of 
which it ought to be obſerved, that they have by the Na- 
ture of his Employments been ſo publick, that they may 
eaſily be examined without ade to a new Law to faci- 
litate Diſcoveries. . | Fee 

This Bill therefore is, my Lords, at leaſt unneceſſary, 
and an Innovation not neceſſary ought always to be rejected, 


becauſe no Man can foreſee all the Conſequences of new 


Meaſures, or can know what Evils they may create, or what 
ſubſequent Changes they may introduce. The Alteration 
of one Part of a Syſtem naturally requires the Alteration of 
another. 6 5 
But, my Lords, that there is no Neceſſity for this Law 
now propoſed is not the ſtrongeſt Argument. that may be 
brought againſt it, for there is in reality a Neceſſity that it 
ſhould be rejected. Juſtice and Humanity are neceſſarily to 
be ſupported, without which no Society can ſubſiſt, nor the 
Life or Property of any Man be enjoyed with Security: 


And neither Juſtice nor Humanity can truly be ſaid to re- 


ſide, where a Law like this has met with Approbation. 
* My Lords, to proſecute any Man by ſuch Methods is to 
overbear him by the Violence of Power, to take from him 
all the Securities of Innocence, and diveſt him of all the 
Means of Self. Defence. It is to hire againſt him thoſe 
whoſe Teſtimonies ought not to be admitted, if they were 
voluntarily produced, and of which, ſurely, nothing will 
be farther neceſſary to annihilate the Validity, than to ob- 
ſerve that they are the Depoſitions of Men who are Villains 
by their own Confeſſion, and of whom the Nation ſees, 
that they may ſave their Lives by a bold Accuſation whe- 
ther true or falfe. | "Y | 
That the Bill will indeed be effectual to the Purpoſes 
deſigned, that it will croud the Courts of Juſtice with Evi- 
dence, and open Scenes of Wickedneſs never diſcovered be- 
fore, I can readily believe ; for I cannot imagine that any 
Man who has expoſed his Life by any flagrant Crime, will 
miſs ſo fair an Opportunity of ſaving it by another. I ſhall 
expect, my Lords, that Villains of all Denominations who 
are now ſkulking in private Retreats, who are eluding the 
Officers of Juſtice, or flying before the publick Purſuit of 
the Country, will ſecure themſelves by this eaſy Expedient; 
and that Houſebreakers, Highwaymen, and Pickpockets, 
will come up in Crouds to the Bar, charge the Earl of Or- 


ford 
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ford as their Accomplice, and plead this Bill as a Security An. 15. Geo, II. 
againſt all Enquiry.” _ Wn 1 26 1742. 
That this -Suppoſition, however wild and exaggerated 
it may ſeem, may not be thought altogether chimerical, that 
it may appear with how little Conſideration this Bill has 
been drawn, and how eaſily it may be perverted to the Pa- 
tronage of Wickedneſs, I will lay before your Lordſhips 
ſuch a Plea as may probably be produced by it. 1 5 
A Man whom the Conſciouſneſs of Murder has for ſome 
Time kept in continual Terrors, may clear himſelf for ever, 
by alledging he was commiſſioned by the Earl of Orford, to 
engage, with any certain Sum, the Vote or Intereſt of the 
murdered Perſon ; that he took the Opportunity of a ſolita- 
ry Place to offer him the Bribe, and prevail upon him to 
comply with his Propofals ; but that finding him obſtinate and 
perverſe, filled with Prejudices againſt a wiſe and juſt Ad- 
miniſtration, and inclined to obftrut the Meaſures of the 
Government, he for ſome Time expoſtulated with him; and 
being provoked by his 'contumelious Repreſentations. of the 
State of Affairs, he could no longer reſtrain the Ardour of 
his Loyalty; but thought it proper to remove from the 
World a Man ſo much inclined to ſpread Sedition among the 
People ; and that therefore finding the Place convenient, he - 
ſuddenly ruſh'd upon him, and cut his Throat. t 
Thus, my Lords, might the Murderer repreſent his 
Caſe, perhaps without any legal Confutation ; thus might 
the moſt attrocious Villainies eſcape. Cenſure, by the Aſſi · 
ſtance of Impudence and Cunning. OY: Sag f 
A Bill like this, my Lords, is nothing leſs than a 
Proſcription; the Head of a Citizen is apparently ſet to 
dale, and Evidence is hired, by which the Innocent and the 
Guilty may be deſtroyed with equal Facility. 2 
* It is apparent, my Lords, that they, by whom this 
Bill is propoſed, a& upon the Suppoſition that the Noble 
Perſon mentioned in it, is guilty of all theſe Crimes of which 
he is ſuſpected; a Suppoſition, my Lords, which it is un- 
juſt to make, and to which neither Reaſon, nor the Laws 
of our Country will give Countenance or Support. 
I, my Lords, will much more equitably ſuppoſe him 
innocent; I will ſuppoſe that he has, throughout all the 
Yearsof his Adminiſtration, ſteadily proſecuted the beſt Ends, 
by the beſt Means; that if he has ſometimes been miſtaken 
or diſappointed, it has been neither by his Negligence or 
Ignorance, but by falſe Intelligence, or Accidents not to be 
foreſeen ; and that he has never either ſacrificed his Country 
to private Intereſt, or procured, by any illegal Methods, the 
Aſſiſtance and Support of the Legiſlature ; and I will ask 
e your 
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n. 8c. Geo. II. your Lordſhips, whether, if this Character be juſt, the Bill 
” 2 | =_ to be paſſed, and doubt not but every at Conſci- 
ence will inform him, that it ought to be rejeſted with the 
utmoſt Indignation. 215 r . 
The Reaſon, my Lords, for which it ought to be rejec- 
ted is evidently this, that it may bring Innocence into Dan. 
er: But, my Lords, every Man e his Trial is to 
2 innocent, and therefore no Man ought to bee 
to the Hazards of a Trial, by which Virtue and Wicked- 
neſs are reduc'd to a Level. A Bill like this to be 
marked out as the utmoſt Effort of Malice, as a Species of 


Cruelty never known before, and as a Method of Pro 


» 


on cenſur'd by this Houſe. | e Mou 
I did not, indeed, expect from thoſe who have ſo long 
clamour'd with inceſſant Vehemence againſt the Meaſures 
N | the Miniſtry, ſuch an open Confeſſion of their own Weak. 
if neſs. Nothing, my Lords, was ſo frequently urged, or. ſo 
warmly exaggerated, as the Impoſſibility of procuring Evi- 
dence againit a Man in Power. Nothing was more confidently 
aſſerted, than that his Guilt would eaſily be proved when 
his Authority was at an End, and that even his own Agents 
would readily detect him, when they were no longer depen- 
dent upon his Favour. | 5 „ 
* The Time, my Lords, ſo long expected, and ſo ar- 
dently deſired, is at length come. is Noble Perſan whom 
they have ſo long purſued with Declamations, Invectives, 
and general Reproaches, has at length reſigned thoſe Offices 
which ſet him above Puniſhment or Trial; he is now with: 
out any other Security than that by which every other Man 
is ſnelter d from Oppreſſion, the publick Protection ef the 
if Laws of his Country ; but he is yet found impregnable, he 
1 is yet able to ſet his Enemies at Defiance ; and they have 
i | therefore now, with great Sagacity, contrived 4 Method, 
by which he may be diveſted of the common Privi of 
a ſocial Being, and may be hunted, like a wild Beaſt, with- 
out Defence, and without Pity. | . 
Where, my Lords, can it be expected that Malice like 
this will find an End? Is it not reaſonable to imagine, that 
if they ſhould be gratified in this Demand, and ſhould even 
find this Expedient baffled by the Abilities which they have 
ſo often encounter'd without Succeſs, they would proceed to 
Meaſures yet more violent ; and puniſh him without Evi- 
dence, whom they call to a Trial without a Crime. 8 
It has been obſerved by the Noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, 
that there are Crimes mentioned in the Report of the Secret. 


— — * * - 
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Committee of the Houſe of Commons, or that at leaſt ſuch. : 


Facts are aſſerted in it, that an Accuſation may, 3 eaſy 20 
educ- 


K % M | 
Deductions be form'd; fwm them. The. Report of chat au, 15 Geo. If, 
Committee, my Lords, with whatever Veneration it may be 174%, _ 
mentioned, by thoſe whoſe Purpoſes it happens to favour, 
or of whatever Importance it may be in the other Houſe, 
is here nothing but a Pamphlet, not to be regarded as, an 
Evidence, or quoted as à Writing of Authority. It is only 
an Account of Facts of which we know not how they were 
collected, and which every one may admit or reject at his 
own Choice, till they are aſcertained by proper Evidence at 
our own Bar, and which therefore ought not to influence our 


ten, were no. leſs Strangers to our Language than to our 
Conſtitution. There are Errors or Falſhoods which it more 
nearly concerns us to detect, and to which we. cannot give 
any Sanction without an eminent Diminution of our own 1 
Authority. enn, 2035 21; 251 > oo | | ii. ee ö 
It declares, my Lords, that there is now an Inquiry 
depending before the Parliament, an Aſſertion evidently 
falſe, for the Inquiry is only before the Commons.  Whe- 
ther this was inſerted by Miſtake or Deſign, whether 8. 
was intended to inſinuate that the whole Parliamentary 
Power was compriſed in the Houſe of Commons, or to per- 
ſuade the Nation that your Lordſhips concurred with them in 
this Inquiry, it is not poſſible to determine; but ſince it is 
falſe in Yither Senſe, it ought. not to receive our Confirma- 
tion, \ 1 8 | 
If we ſhould paſs. the Bill in its preſent State, we 
0 ſhould not only declare our Approbation of the Meaſares 
t hitherto purſued by the Commons, by which it has been al- 
n ready proved, by the noble and learned Lord who ſpoke 
e firſt againſt the Bill, that they have not only violated the 
9 Law, but invaded the Privileges of this Houſe; we ſhould 
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* not only eſtabliſh for ever in a Committee of the Houſe of 
, Commons, the Power of examining upon. Oath by an 
, eluſive and equivocatory Expedient ; Br we ſhould in Effect 
1 vote away our own Exiſtence, give up at once all Authority : 


in the Government, and graft them an unlimited Power, by 
ly, acknowledging them the 1 An Acknowledgment, 
oy.” Vol. VIII. > which 


„ TY: 
At. 15. Geo. 11, which might, in a very ſhort Time, be quoted E us, 
1742. and from which it would not be eaſy for us to extricate our- 
N 2 I} ſelves. | : / Ms Is » >, #75 24.4 
It has, indeed, been remarked, that there is a lai ye Sum 
of Money diſburſed without Account, and the Publick is re- 
preſented as apparently injured, either by Fraud or Negli- 
gence ; but it is not remembered that none but his Majeſty 
has a Right to inquire into the Diſtribution of the Revenue 
appropriated to the Support of his Family and Dignity,” and 
x 4 Payment of his Servants, and which therefore cannot 
with any Degree be called publick Money, or fall under the 
Cognizance of thoſe whom it concerns to inſpe& the publick 
Accounts. Either the Civil Liſt muſt be exempt from In- 
quiries, or his Majeſty muſt be reduced to a State below chat 
of the meaneſt of his Subjects; he can enjoy neither Freedom 
or Property, and muſt be debared for ever from thoſe Bleſ- 
ſings which he is inceſlantly labouring to ſecure to others, 
There is likewiſe, another Conſideration which my 
Regard for the Honour of this Houſe ſuggeſted to me, and 
it of which I doubt not but that all your Lordſhips will allow 
1 the Importance. The noble Perſon who is pointed out in 
this Bill as a publick Criminal, and whom all the Villains of 
the Kingdom are invited to accuſe, is inveſted with the ſame 
Honours as ourſelves, and has a Son who has for many Years 
poſſeſſed a Seat amongſt us ; let us not therefore concur with 
|: the Commons to load our own Houſe with Infamy, and 
Wh to propagate Reproach which will at laſt reſt npon ourſelves. 
| « Innumerable are the Obje&tions, my Lords, which might 
yet be urged, and urged without any Poſſibility of Reply; 
it but as I have already been heard with ſo much Patience, I 
| | think what has been already mentioned ſufficient to deter- 
hl! mine the Queſtion ; and as I doubt not but the other Deſects 
1 and Abſurdities will be obſerved, if it be neceſſary, by ſome 
tt other Lords, I ſhall preſume only to add, that as the Bill 
4 appears to me contrary to the Laws of this Nation, to the 
common Juſtice of Society, and to the general Reaſon of Man- 
kind; as it muſt naturally eſtabliſh a Precedent of O 
ſion, and confirm a Species of Authority in the other Houſe 
which was either never claimed before, or always denied; 
as I think the moſt notorious and publick Criminal ought 
not to be deprived of that Method of Defence which he oft 
bliſhed Cuſtoms of our Country allow him; and as T believe 
the Perſon mentioned in this Bill to deſerve rather Applauſes 
and Rewards than Cenſures and Puniſhments, I think my- 
ſelf obliged to oppoſe it, and hope to find your Lordfhips 
unanimous in the ſame Opinion. | Ki 
| PR 
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The Duke of Argyle anſwer'd in Subſtance' as follows ; 
Whatever may be the Fate of this Queſtion, I have lit- 


An. 15. Geo, II. 


— 
tle Hope that it will be-unanimouſly decided, becauſe I have >: of Argyle. 


Reaſon to fear that ſome Lords have conceived Prejudices 


againſt the Bill, which hinder them from diſcovering either 


its Reaſonableneſs or its Neceſlity ; and I am convinced that 
others who. approve the Bill, can ſupport their Opinion by 
Arguments from whigh, as they cannot be confuted, they 
never will recede. ' © c, E gow Hs 15 
* Thoſe Arguments, which have influenced my Opinion, 
Iwill lay before your Lordſhips; and doubt not of ſhewing 
that I am very far from giving Way to perſonal Malice, or 
the Prejudices of Oppoſition, and that I regard only the 
Voice of Reaſon, and the Call of the Nation. 
© Calmneſs and Impartiality, my Lords, have been with 
great Propriety recommended to us by the noble Lord who 
ſpoke firſt in this Debate, and I hope he will diſcover by 
the Moderation with which TI ſhall deliver my Sentiments 
on this Occafion, how muck I reverence his Precepts, and 
how willingly I yield to his Authority. | 5 
I am at leaſt certain, that I have hitherto liſtened to 
the Arguments that have been offered on either Side with 
an Attention void of Prejudice. I have repreſſed no Motions 
of Conviction, nor abſtracted my Mind from any Difficulty, 
to avoid the Labour of ſolving it. I have been ſolicitous to 
ſurvey every Poſition in its whole Extent, and trace it to its 
remoteſt Conſequences ; I have aſſiſted the Arguments againſt 
the Bill by favourable Suppoſitions, and imaginary Circumſtan- 
ces, and have endeavoured to divelt my own Opinion of ſome 
accidental- Advantages, that I might view it in a State leſs 


likely to attract Regard ; and yet I cannot find any Reaſon 


by which I could juſtify myſelf, to my Country or my Con- 
ſcience, if I ſhould concur in rejecting this Bill, or ſhould 
not endeayour to promote paſſing of it. 8. 
I am not unacquainted, my Lords, with the Difficulties 
that obſtruct the Knowledge of our own Hearts, and cannot 
deny that Inclination may be ſometimes miſtaken for Convic- 
tion; and that Men even wiſe and honeſt, may imagine them- 
ſelves to believe what, in reality, they only wiſh ; but this, 
my Lords, can only happen for want of Attention, or on 
ſudden Emergencies when it is neceſſary to determine with 
little Conſideration, while the Paſſions have not yet 'Time 
to ſubſide, and Reaſon is yet ſtraggling with the Emotions 
of Deſire. | ( 5 EE 241 
1742 | 8 2 In 
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An. 15. Geo. II. In other Circumſtances, my Lords, I am convinced tha 
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no Man impoſes on himſelf without conniving at the Fraud, 
without Conſciouſneſs that he admits an Opinion which he 


haas not well examined; and therefore, my Lords, I can with 
Confidence affirm, that 1 now declare my real Opinion, and 


that if I err, I err only for want of Abilities to diſcover 
the Truth, and hope it will appear to your Lordſhips, that 
I have been miſled at leaſt by ſpecious Arguments, and de- 
ceived by fallacious Appearances which it is oo DES 
not to have been able to detect. 

It will, my Lords, be granted, I res e He. 
ſtation, ' that the Law is conſiſtent with itſelf, that it never 
at the ſame Time commands and prohibits the ſame Aion, 
that it cannot be at once violated and obſerved. 

From hence it will inevitably follow, that where the 
Circumſtances. of any Tranſaction are ſuch, that the Princi- 
ples of that Law. by which it is cognilable are oppoſite to 
each other, ſome Expedients may be found by which theſe 
Circumſtances may be altered. Otherwiſe a ſubtile or power. 
ful Delinquent will always find Shelter in Ane and 
the Law will remain utterly inactive. 

On the preſent Occaſion, my Lark; I pronounce. with 
the utmoſt Confidence as a Maxim of indubitable Certainty, 
That the Publick has a Claim to every Man's Evidence. 
and that no Man can plead Exemption from: this Duty ta 
his Country. But thoſe whom falſe Gratitude, or contracted 
Notions of their own Intereſt, or Fear of being intangled 
in the Snares of Examination prompt to diſappoint the Juſtice 
of the Publick, urge with equal Vehemence, and indeed 
with equal Truth, That no Man is obliged to accuſe him- 
« ſelf ;* and that the Conſtitution of Great Britain allows 
no Man's Evidence to be extorted from him to his-own. 
Deſtruftion. . 

* Thus, my Lords, two of the firſt Principles ot the 
Britiþ Law, tho' Maxims equally important, equally. cer- 
tain, and equally to be preſerved from the leaft Appearance. 
of Violation, are contradiQtory to each other, and neither | 
can be obey'd becauſe neither can be infring d. 

How then, my Lords, is this Contradiction to be re- 
conciled, and the Neceſſity avoided of breaking the Law 
on one Side or the other but, by the Method now propoſed, 
of ſetting thoſe whoſe Evidence is required free from the 

Danger which they may incur by giving it. | 

* The End of the Law is the Redreſs of Wrong, the 
Protection of Right, and the Preſervation of Happineſs ;/and 
the Law is ſo far * as it fails to produce the _ 
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for which. it is inſtituted, and where any ImperfeQion is An. 15. Geo. 1 


diſcovered it is the Province of the Legiſlature to ſupply it. 


By the Experience, my Lords, of one Generation after 
another, by the continued Application of ſuceeſſive Ages, 
was our Law brought to its preſent Accuracy. As new 


Combinations of Circumſtances, or unforeſeen Artiſices of 
Evaſion diſcovered to our Anceſtors the -Inſufficiency of 
former Proviſions, new Expedients were invented; and as 
Wickedneſs improved its Subtilty, the Law multiplied its 
Powers, and extended its Vigilanſemmee. 

© If I ſhould, | therefore, allow, what has been urged, 
that there is no Precedent of a Bill like this, what can be 
inferred from it, but that Wickedneſs has found a Shelter 
that was never diſcovered before, and which muſt be forced 
by a new Method of Attack? And what then are we -re- 
quired to do more than has been always done by our An- 
ceſtors, on a thouſand: Occaſions of far leſs Importance? 

« I know not, my Lords, whether it be poſſible to ima- 
gine an Emergency that can more evidently require the In- 
terpoſition of the Legiſlative Power, than this which is now 
propoſed to your Conſideration. The Nation has been be- 
tray'd in Peace, and diſgraced in War; the Conſtitution has 
been openly invaded; the Votes of the Commons ſet pub- 
lickly to Sale; the Treaſures of the Publick have been ſquan- 
dered to purchaſe Security to thoſe by whom it was op- 


preſſed ; the People are exaſperated to Madneſs ; the Com- 


mons have begun their Inquiry that has been for more than 
:wenty Years demanded and eluded ;,and Juſtice is on a 
ſudden inſuperably retarded by the Deficiency of the Law. 

* Surely, my Lords, this is an Occaſion that may juſtify 
the Exertion of unuſual Powers, and yet nothing either new. 
or unuſual is required; for the Bill now propoſed may be 
ſupported both by Precedents of occaſional Laws, and paral- 
le] Statutes of laſting Obligations. 2/7 

When Frauds have been committed by the Agents of 
trading Companies, Bills of Indemnity to thoſe by whom any 
Diſcoveries ſhould be made, have been propoſed. and paſſed 
without any of thoſe. dreadful Conſequences, which ſome 
noble Lords have foreſeen in this. I have never heard that 
any Man was ſo ſtupid as to miſtake ſuch. a Bill for a general 
Act of Grace, or that the Confeſſion of any Crimes was pro- 
cured by it, except of thoſe which it was intended to detect. 
J have never been informed that any Murderer thought of 
flying to ſuch an Act as to a common Shelter for Villainy. 
Such Suppoſitions, my Lords, can be intended only to pro- 
long a Controverſy ; nor can ſuch triſling ene 
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injure our Country by Zeal than by Contempt. 
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Geo.11, tribute to any other End than of diſcovering the — 1 


Imagination, and the Exuberance of Hoquenc. 

For my Part, my Lords, I think Paſſion and Neglig ligence 
equally culpable in a Debate like this; and cannot forbear:to 
recommend Seriouſneſs and Attention, with the ſame 
with which Moderation and Impartiality have already been 
inculcated. He that entirely diſregards the Queſtion'in De- 
bate, who thinks it too trivial for a ſerious Diſcuſſion,” and 
ſpeaks upon it with the ſame ſuperficial Gaiety with-which 
he 2 relate the Change of à Faſhion, or the Inci- 
dents of a Ball, is not very likely, either to diſcover or pro- 
pagate the Truth; and is leſs to be pardoned than he who is 
betrayed: by Paſſion into Abſardites, as it is leſs criminal * 


That Bills, without any eſſential Difference from that 


which is now before us, have been paſſed in Favour cf 


private Companies, is indiſputably certain z it is certain that 
they never produced any other Effect, than ſuch as were ex- 
pected from them by thoſe who promoted them. It is evi- 
dent that the Welfare of the Nation is more worthy of our 
Regard than any ſeparate Company; that the Whole of 
more Importance than a Part ; and therefore the ſame Mea- 
ſures may 'be now uſed with far greater n aud with 
equal Probability of Succeſs. 

The Neceſſity of the Law now propoſed, my Lovky 
cannot more plainly appear, than by reſlecting on the Ab- 
ſurdity of the Pleas made Uſe of for refuſing it; which, con- 
fider'd in the Whoſe, contain only this Aſtertion, „That the 
Security of one Man is to be preferred to Juſtice, to Truth, 
to publick Felicity ;* that a Precedent is rather to be eſtabli- 
ſhed, which will for ever ſhelter every future Miniſter from 
the Laws of our Country; and that all our Miſeries are ra- 
ther to be born in Silence, or lamented in Impotence, than 
the Man, whom the whole Nation agrees to accuſe as the 
Author of them, ſhould be expoſed to the Hazard of a Trial, 
even before thoſe whom every Tye of Intereſt and un 
tinned Affection has united to him. 

It is indeed objected, that by paſling this Bil, we ſhall 


transfer the Authority of trying him to the other Houle, that 


we ſhall give up our Privileges for ever, ere& a new r 
of Judicature, and overturn the Conſtitution. 

I havelong obſerved, my Lords, how vain it is to 
againſt thoſe whoſe Reſolutions are determined by extrinſick 
Motives. I have been long acquainted with the Art of 
diſgvifing Obſtinacy, by an Appearance of Reaſons, that have 
no Weight, eyen in the Opinion of him by whom they are 
offered ; and of raiſing Clouds of — which, by = 
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firſt Reply, will certainly be-difpated;-but' which, at leaſt; 


An. 15. Geo, II. 


fill the Mouth for a Time, and preſetve the Diſputant from 


the Reproach of adhering to an Opinion, in Vindication of 


which he had nothing to ſax . 
Of this Kind is the Objection which I am now to re- 
move, tho I remove it only to make Way for another, for 
thoſe can never be ſilenced who can ſatisfy themſelves with 
Arguments like this; however, thoſe that offer it expect it 
ſhould be anſwered, and if it ſhould be paſſed over in the 
Debate, will boaſt of its being 3 and imagine 
that they have gain 'd the Victory by the Superiority of their 
Abilities, rather than of their Numbers. 1 e 
That we ſhall, by paſſing this Bill, give the Commons a 
Power which they want at preſent, is unqueſtionably evident; 
but we ſhall only retrieve that which they were never known 
to want before, the Power of producing Evidence; Evidence 
which we, my Lords, muſt hear, and of whoſe Teſtimonies 
we ſhall reſerve the Judgment to ourſelves, The Commons 
will only act as Proſecutors, a Character in which they were 
never conceived to incroach upon our Right. The Man 
whoſe Conduct is the Subject of Inquiry, muſt ſtand his 
Trial at our Bar; nor has the Bill any other Tendency, than 
to enable the Commons to bring him to it. 

What can be alledged againſt this Deſign I know not, 
becauſe I can diſcover no Objections 'which do not imply 
Guilt ; and Guilt we are not yet at Liberty to ſuppoſe. I 
am ſo far from preſſing this Bill from any Motives of per- 
ſonal Malevolence, that I am only doing, in the Caſe of 
the Miniſter, what I ſhould ardently defire to be done in 
my own; and what no Man would wiſh to obſtruct, who 
was ſupported by a Conſciouſneſs of Integrity, and ſtimu- 
lated by that honeſt Senſe of Reputation which I have always 
found the Companion of Innocence. _ | 17 

„ hope I ſhall be readily believed by your Lordſhips, 
when I aſſert once more, that I ſhould not only forbear 
all Oppoſition to a Bill intended to produce a Scrutiny into 
my Conduct, but that I ſhould promote it with all my In- 
tereſt, and ſolicite all my Friends to ſupport it; for there 
was once a Time, my Lords, in which my Behaviour was 
brought to the Teſt, a Time when no Expedient was for- 
gotten by which I might be oppreſſed, nor any Method un- 
tried to procure Accuſations againſt me. 

« Whether the preſent Caſe in every Circumſtance will 
ſtand exactly parallel to mine, I am very far from preſumin 
to determine. I had ſerved my Country with Induſtry, Fi- 
delity and Succeſs ; and had received the illuſtrious Teſti- 
mony of my Conduct, the publick Thanks of this — 


* 


An. 15. Geo. II. I was conſcious of no Crime, nor had. gratify'd in my ger 
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vices any other Paſſion than my Zeal for the Publick ;; I 

myſelf ignominiouſſy diſcarded, and attacked by every Me- 
thod of Calumny and Reproach 5 nor was the Malice of 
my Enemies ſatisfied with deſtroying my Reputation, with- 
out impairing my Fortune. For this Purpoſe a Proſecution 
was projected, a Wretch was found: out who engaged to ac- 
cuſe me, and received his Pardon for no other Purpoſe g nor 
did I make any Oppoſition to it in this Houſe, tho; I knew 


the Intent with which it was procured, and was informed 


that Part of my Eſtate was. alloteed 1 him to harden his Heart, 
and ſtrengthen his Aſſertions. 11245 

This, my Lords, is ſurely a Provedent which. 3 
Right to quote, and which will vindicate me to your Lord- 
ſhips from the Imputation of Partiality and Malignity ; ſince 
it is apparent that I do only in the Caſe of another, what 
I willingly ſubmitted to when an ad was. makioꝶ in 
my Conduct. 

But, my 1 this is far from bang the ons Prees 


dent which may be pleaded. in Favour. of this Bill, a Bill 


which in reality concurs with the general and regular Prac- 
tice of the eſtabliſh'd Law, as will appear to any one that 
compares it with the eighth Section of the Ad for preventing 
Bribery ; in which it is eftabliſhed as a perpetual Law, that 
he, who, having taken a Bribe, ſhall, within twelve Months, 
inform againſt him that gave it, ſhall be received as an Evi- 
dence, and be indemnified from all the Conlequencey of his 
Diſcovery. | 

To theſe Arguments of Reaſon and Precedent. L will 
add one of a more prevalent Kind, drawn from Motives of 
Intereſt, which ſurely would direct our Miniſters to favour 
the Inquiry, and promote every Expedient that might pro- 
duce a compleat Diſcuſſion of the publick Affairs ; ſince 
they would ſhew that they are not afraid of. the. moſt rigo- 


rous Scrutiny, and are above any Fears that the Precedent 


which they are now eſtabliſhing may revolve e. dn. 


* ſelves. 


To elude the Ratification of this Bill, it was at firſt arg: 
ed, that there was no Proof of any Crime ; and when it was 
ſhewn that there was an apparent Miſapplication of public 
Money, it became neceſſary to determine upon a more har- 
dy Aſſertion, and to ſilence malicious Reaſoners, by ſhew- 
ing them how little their Arguments would be regarded. It 
then was denied, with a Spirit worthy of the * in 
which it was exerted, that the Civil Liſt was publick Money. 

* Diſputants like theſe, my Lords, are not born to be 
confuted ; it would be to. little Purpoſe that any Man ſhould 
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as{, whether the Money allotted for the Civil Liſt was not An. 15. Geo, IT, 


granted by the Publick, and whether publick Grants did 


not produce Publick Money; it woald be without any Ef. 


fect, that the Uſes for which that Grant is made ſhould be 
enumerated, and the Miſapplication of it openly proved; a 
Diſtinction, or at leaſt a Negative would be always at Hand, 
and Obſtinacy and Intereſt would turn Argument aſide. 
Upon what Principles, my Lords, we can now call out 
for a Proof of Crimes, and proceed in the Debate as if no 


juſt Reaſon of Suſpicion had appeared, I am not able to con- 


jecture; here is, in my Opinion, if not demonſtrative Proof, 
yet the ſtrongeſt Preſumption of one of the greateſt Crimes 
of which any Man can be guilty, the Propagation of Wick- 
edneſs, of the moſt notorious Breach of Truſt which can 
be charged upon a Britiſb Miniſter, a deliberate Traffick for 
the Liberties of his-Country. 45 

Of theſe enormous Crimes, however difficult it may now 
ſeem to diſengage him from them, I hope we ſhall ſee Rea- 
ſon to acquit him at the Bar of this Houſe, at which, if he 
be innocent, he ought to be defirous of appearing ;. nor do 
his Friends conſult his Honour, by endeavouring to withold 
him from it; if they, indeed, believe him guilty, they may 
then eaſily juſtify their Conduct to him, but the World will, 
perhaps, require a more publick Vindication. | 

* Theſe, my Lords, are the Arguments which have influ- 
enced me hitherto to approve of the Bill now before us, and 
which will continue their Prevalence, till I ſhall hear them 
confuted ; and ſurely, if they are not altogether unanſwer- 
able, they are ſurely of ſo much Importance, that the Bill 
for which they have been produced, mult be allowed to de- 
ſerve at leaſt a deliberate Examination, and may be very 
juſtly referred to a Committee.“ Ro 3 

The Earl of Cho/mondeley * ſpoke next to the following x, 


Purpoſe : 


My Lords, ves 78 + * | 27h | 

* This Bill is, in my Opinion, ſo far from deſerving Ap- 
probation, that I am in doubt whether I ſhould retard the 
Determination of the Houſe, by laying before you the Rea- 
ſons which influence me in, this Debate ; nor indeed could L 
prevail upon myſelf to enter into a formal Diſcuſſion of a 
Queſtian, on which I ſhould have imagined that all Mankind 
would have been of one Opinion, did not my Reſpect for 
the Abilities of thoſe Noble Lords who have ſpoken in De- 
fence of the Bill, incline me even againſt the Conviction of 
my own Reaſon, to ſuſpect that Arguments may be offered 
in its Favour, which I have not been able to diſcover ; and 

Vol. VIII. | . 2 that 
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Aa. 15. Geo. II. that thoſe which have been produced, however inconclufive 
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they have ſeem'd, will operate more powerfully, when they 
are more fully diſplayed, and better underſtood. Rs cs 
For this Reaſon I ſhall lay before your Lordſhips the 
Objections which aroſe in my Mind when the Bill was firſt 
laid before us, and which have rather been ſtrengthned than 
invalidated by the ſubſequent Debate. n 
It appears, my Lords, evident to me, that every Man 
has a Right to be tried by the known Laws of his Country, 
that no Man can be juſtly puniſhed by a Law made after the 
Commiſſion of a Fact, becauſe he then ſuffers by a Law, 
againſt which he never tranſgreſſed; nor is any Man to be 
proſecuted by Methods invented only to facilitate his Con- 
demnation, becauſe he ought to be acquitted, however guilty 
he may be ſuppoſed, whom the eſtabliſhed Rules of Juſtice 
cannot convict. The Law, my Lords, is the Meaſure of 
political, as Conſcience is of moral Right, and he that 
breaks no Law may indeed be criminal, but is nor paniſh- 
able. The Law likewiſe preſcribes the Method of proſecut- 
ing Guilt, and we, by omitting any Crime in our Laws, dif- 
able ourſelves from puniſbing it, however publick or flagrant; 
ſo by regulating the Proceſs in our Courts of Juſtice we give 
Security to that Guilt, which by that Proceſs cannot” be de- 
tected. F | rn, = 7.4 
The Truth of this Aſſertion, my Lords, however pa- 
radoxical it may perhaps appear, will come evident, if we 
ſuppoſe a Man brought to the Bar, whoſe Guilt was unqueſti- 
onable, tho? it could not be legally proved, becauſe all thoſe 
were dead who might have appeared againſt him. It is cer- 
tain that his good Fortune' would give him no Claim to Par- 
don, and yet he could not be convicted, unleſs we ſuppoſe 
him weak enough to accuſe himſelf. 'In this Cafe, my 
Lords, it is not impoſſible that ſome might be prompted by 
their Zeal to propoſe, that the foreign Methods of Juſtice 
might be introduc'd, and the Rack imployed to extort from 
his own Mouth a Confellion of thoſe Crimes of which eve- 
ry one believed him guilty. es t: OTROS 
* With what Horror, my Lords, ſuch a Propoſat would 
be heard, how loudly it would be cenſured, and how univer- 
ſally rejected, I need not ſay, but muſt obſerve, that, in my 
Opinion, the Deteſtation would ariſe principally from a 
Senſe of the Injuſtice of expoſing any Man 'to-partieular 
Hardſhips, and diſtinguiſhing him to his Diſadyantage, from 
the reſt of the Community. de DI 
* It will, my Lords, not be eaſy to prove that it is leſs 
agreeable to Juſtice ro oblige a Man to accuſe himſelf, than 
to make Uſe of extraordinary Methods of procuring f Evi- 
DI i eng of ence 
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dence againſt him; becauſe the Barriers of Security which An. 25. Geo. II. 


the Law has fixed are equally broken in either Caſe, and the 


Accuſed is expoſed. to Dangers, from which he had Reaſon 


to believe himſelf ſhelter'd by the Conſtitution of his Coun- 
try. | 


whom this Bill immediately regards, becauſe the Intent of it 
is to ſhew that no Man 1s to. be deprived of the common Be- 
nefits of the Conſtitution, and that the Guilty have a Right 


to all the Advantages which the Law allows them, For 


Guilt is never to be ſuppoſed till it is proved, and therefore 
never to be proved by new Methods, merely becauſe it is 
ſuppoſed. | | . 

That the Method of procuring Evidence now propoſed 
is new, my Lords, I think it no Raſhneſs to conclude, be- 
cauſe the Noble Lords who have endeavoured to defend it, 
have produced no Evidence of a parallel Practice, and their 
Knowledge and Acuteneſs is ſuch, that they can only have 
failed to diſcover them, becauſe they are indeed no where to 
be ſound. e | 

In the Caſe of Bribery, my Lords, the Perſon accuſed 
has the Privilege, if he be innocent, of proſecuting the Ac- 
cuſer for Perjury, and is therefore in leſs Danger of being 
harraſſed by a falſe Indictment. But, my Lords, this is not 
the only Difference between the two Caſes ; for he that diſ- 
covers a Bribe received by himſelf, has no Motives of Inte- 
reſt to prompt his Evidence, he is only ſecured from ſuffering 
by his own Diſcovery, and might have been equally ſafe by 
Silence and Secrecy ; ſince the Law ſuppoſes the Crime out 
of the Reach of Detection, otherways than by the Confeſ- 
ton of the Criminal. N 

But far different, my Lords, are the Circumſtances of 


thoſe who are now invited to throng the Courts of Juſtice 


with Depoſitions and Diſcoveries. They are Men ſuppoſed 
criminal by the Indemnity which is offered them, and by 
the Nature of their Crimes it is made at leaft probable, that 
they are in daily Hazard of Diſcovery, and Puniſhment, 
from which they are ſummoned to ſet themſelves free for 
ever, by accuſing a Man of whom it has not been yet proved 
that he can legally becall'd to a Trial. 

* Thus, my Lords, in the Law 12 the noble Duke 
has mentioned as a Precedent for this Bill, the Accuſer is 
only placed in a Kind of Equilibrium, equally ſecure from 
Puniſhment, by Silence or by Information, in hope that 
the Love of Truth and juſtice will turn the Balance; in the 


Bill now before us the Witneſs is in conginual Danger by 
1742 KM | witholding 


This Argument, my Lords, I have mentioned, with- , 
cout endeavouring to evince the Innocence of the Perſon 
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An, 15. Geo. II. witholding his Evidence, and is reſtored to perfect Safety 
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by becoming an Accuſer, and from making Diſcoveries, 


whether true or falſe, has every Thing to hope and nothing 
n ä e 

* The Neceſlity of puniſhing Wickedneſs, has been urged 
with great Strength, it has been unanſwerably ſhewn, by 
the Advocates for this Bill, that vindictive Juſtice is of the 


- higheſt Importance to the Happineſs of the Publick, and 
that thoſe who may be injured with Impunity, are in reality 


denied the Benefits of Society, and can be ſaid to liven 
the State of unciviliſed Nature. e 

This, my Lords, has been urged with all the Appear- 
ance of Conviction and Sincerity, and yet has been urged by 
thoſe who are providing a Shelter for the moſt enormous 
Villainies, and enabling Men who have violated every Pre- 
cept of Law and Virtue, to bid Defiance to Juilice, and 
to fit at Eaſe in the Enjoyment of their Acquiſitions, 


And what, my Lords, is the Condition, upon which 


Wickedneſs is to be ſet free from Terror, upon which na- 


tional Juſtice is to be diſarmed, and the Betrayers of publick 


Counſels, or the Plunderers of publick Treaſure, qualified 
for new Truſts, and ſet on a Level with untainted Fidelity? 
A Condition, my Lords, which Wretches like theſe will 
very readily accept, the eaſy Terms of Information and of 
Perjury. They are required only to give Evidence againſt 


a Man marked out for Deſtruction, and the Guilt of par- 


taking in his Crimes is to be effaced by the Merit of con- 
curring in his. Ruin. 


It has indeed been a Method of Detection, frequently 


9 


employed againſt Houſe-breakers and Highwaymen, to pro - 
claim a Pardon for him that ſhall convict his Accomplices; 


but ſurely, my Lords, this Practice will not in the preſent 


Queſtion be mention'd as a Precedent ? Surely it will not be 


thought equitable to level with Felons, and with Thieves, 
a Perſon diſtinguiſhed by his Rank, his Employments, his 
Abilities, and his Services; a Perſon, whoſe Loyalty to his 
Sovereign has never been called in Queſtion, and whoſe 


Fidelity to his Country has at leaſt, never been diſproved? _ 


* Theſe are Meaſures, my Lords, which J hope your 
Lordſhips will never concur to promote; Meaſures not ſup- 
ported either by Law or Juſtice, or enforced by any Exi- 
| zovig of Affairs, but dictated by Malice and Revenge; Mea- 

ures by which the Guilty and the Innocent may be de- 
ſtroyed with equal Facility, and which muſt therefore tend 
to encourage Wickedneſs as they deſtroy the Security of 


Virtue.“ 
The 
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The Earl of Cheft 
My Lords, | pe „ t arent, 
I have ſo long honoured the Abilities, and ſo often 
concurred with the Opinion of the noble Lord who began F · o Cheſterſield· 


a Conteſt ſo unequal, but the Conſciouſneſs of upright In- 
tentions, and the Concurrence of the whole Nation. 
I cannot but conſider myſelf on this Occaſion, my 
Lords, as the Advocate of the People of Great Britain, who, 
after continued Oppreſſions, Loſſes, and Indignities, after 
having been plunder'd and ridicul'd, harraſſed and inſulted 
for complaining, have at length flatter'd themſelves that 
they ſhould have an Opportunity of appealing to our Bar 
for Juſtice, and of ſecuring themſelves from future Injuries, 
by the Puniſhment of thoſe that had ſo long triumph'd in 
their Guilt, proclaimed their Defiance of Juſtice, and de- 
clared that the Laws were made only for their own Security. 
The Expectations of the People have been fruſtrated 
by the unexpected Obſtinacy of the Agents of Wickedneſo, 
by a Plea that was never made Uſe of for the ſame Purpoſe 
before, againſt which the known Laws of the Nation have 
provided no Remedy, and which your Lordſhips are, there- 
fore, now called upon to overthrow. | 
That the Nation calls loudly for an Enquiry, that the | 
Miſapplication of the publick Treaſure is univerſally ſuſ- | | 
peed, and that the Perſon mentioned in the Bill is believed 
to be the chief Author of that Miſapplication; that at leaſt | 
thoſe who have ſquandered it have ated by his Authority, : | 
and been admitted to Truſt by his Recommendation, and g 
that he is therefore accountable to the Publick for their 
Conduct, cannot be denied. | | 
The Nation, my Lords, has a Right to be gratified in 
their Demands of an Enquiry, whatever be the Foundation -— 
of their Suſpicions; ſince it is manifeſt that it can produce | 
no other Effects than thoſe of giving new Luſtre to Inno- | 
cence, and quieting the Clamours of the People, if it ſhould | 
be found that the Government has been adminiſtered with 
Honeſty and Ability ; and jt is no leſs evident that if the 
general Opinion is well grounded, if our Intereſt has been 
betrayed, and that Money employed only to corrupt the 
Nation which was raiſed for the Defence of it, the ſevereſt 
Puniſhment ought to be inflicted, that all future Miniſters 
may be deterred from the ſame Crimes by exemplary Ven- 


geance. | | 
Thus, 
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An. 25. Geo. II. Thus, my Lords, appears. upon arty yd 
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poſition uſeful and neceſſa ut I cannot comprehend 
it can be proſecuted by any other Method, than that of 
propoſing an Indemnity to thoſe who ſhall make Diſcoveries. 


Every wicked Meaſure, my Lords, muſt involve in 
Guilt all who. are engaged in it, and how eaſily it may be 
concealed from every other Perſon may be ſhewn by an Ex- 


ample of a Crime, which no Man will deny to have ſome- 
times exiſted, and which in the i Sa of moſt is at 


uncommon in this Age. 
© It will be allowed, at leaſt, that on * Gra: 


when a Favourite begins to totter, when ſtrong Ohjections 


are raiſed againſt the Continuance of a Standing Army, when 
a Convention requires the Ratification of the Legillatare, 
or ſome fatal Addreſs is propoſed to be preſented to the 


— a pecuniary — may ſometimes be offered, and 


{tho' that, indeed, be a Suppoſition more difficult o be ad- 
mitted.) ſometimes, however rarely, accepted. 

© In this Caſe, my Lords, none but he that gives and. A 
that receives the Bribe can be conſcious of it; at moſt we 
can only ſuppoſe an intervening Agent to have any Know- 
ledge of it, and if even he is admitted to the Secret ſo as to 
be able to make a legal Diſcovery, there muſt be ſome De- 
fet of Cunning in the Principals. Let us conſider from 
which of theſe any Diſcovery can be probably expected, ot 
what Reaſon can be alledged, for which either ſhould ex- 
poſe himſelf to Puniſhment for the Sake of ruining his 
Aſſociate. 

N therefore, my Lords, plain . this Inſtance, that 
without the Confeflion of ſome guilty Perſon, no Diſcovery 
can be made of thoſe Crimes which are molt detrimental to 
our Happineſs, and moſt dangerous to our Liberties. It is 
apparent that no Man will diſcover his own Guilt, while 
there remains any Danger of ſuffering by his Confeſſion, it 
is certain that ſuch Crimes will be committed, if they are 
not diſcouraged by the Fear of Puniſhment, and it cannot 
therefore be denied that a Proclamation of 1 is ne- 
ceſſary to their Diſcovery. 

. * This, my Lords, is not, as it has been alledgeds: a Me- 
thod unknown to our Conſtitution, as: every Man that reads 
the common Papers will eaſily diſcover. I doubt if there 


| has been for many Years a fingle Month in which ſome 


Reward, as, well as Indemnity, has pot been promiſed to 
any Man, who, having been engaged in a Robbery, would 
diſcover his Contederates ; and ſurely, a Method that is daily 
practiſed for the Security of private Property, may be very 


rationally and __ adopted by the Legiſlature for the Pre- 
ſervalion 
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ſervation of the Eappineſt and the Property of the Public; "Ai v9; Geo. Mi 


The Puniſhment of Wickedneſs, my Lords, is undoubt-' 
edly one of the eſſential Parts of good Goyettment, and in 
reality the chief Purpoſe for which Society is juſtituted; 
for how will that Society in Which any Indjvidaal may be 
plundered, inſlaved, and mürdered without Redrefs and with- 
out Puniſhment, differ from the State of corrupt Nature, in 
which the Strongeſt muſt he abſolute, and Right and Power 
D A/ ˙ A 

The Conſtitution, therefore, which Bas not provided 
for the Puniſhments, and previouſly for the'Diſcovery of 
Guilt, is ſo far in a State of Imperſection, and requires to 
be ſtrengthened by new Proviſions. _ This, my Lords, is far 
from being our State, for we have in our Hands a Method 
of detecting the moſt powerful Criminals, a Method in iefeff - 
agteeable to Reaſon, recommended by the Practice of our 
Predeceſfors, and now approved once more by the Sanction 
of one of the Branches of the. Legiſla tune 

© The Objections which have on this Occaſion been made 
againſt it, are ſuch as no Law can eſcape, and which there 
fore can have no Weight; and it is no ſmall Confirmation 
of the Expediency of it that they, by whom it has been op- 
poſed, have not been able to attack it with ſtronger Rea- 
ſons, from which, if we conſider their Abilities, we ſhalt 
be convinced, that nothing Has ſecured it but the Power of. 

* It is enquired by the noble Lord, how we ſhall diſtin- 
guiſh true from falſe Evidence ; to which it may be very 
readily anſwered, that we ſhall diſtinguiſh them by the fame 
Means as on any other Occaſion, by comparing the Alle- 
gations, and conſidering how every Witnefs agrees with 
others, and with himſelf, how far his Aſſertions are in them- 
ſelves probable, how they are confirmed or weakened by 
known Gircumitances! 5rd how far they are invalidated by 
the contrary Evidence. | re ny 

We ſhall, my Lords, if we add our Sanction to this 
Bill, diſcover when any Man's Accuſation is prompted by 
his Intereſt, as we might now whether it was dictated by 
his Malice. e eee ee A Snider a 

© It has been asked alſo, how any Man can aſcertain his 
Claim to the Indemnity ? To which it may be eaſily re- 
plied, that, by giving his Evidence he acquires a Right, till 
that Evidence ſhall be proved to be falſe, 

© The. noble Lord who ſpoke ſome time ago, and 
whoſe Abilities and "Qualities are ſach, that I cannot but 
eſteem and admire him, even when Conviction obliges me 
to oppoſe him, has propoſed a Caſe in which he ſeems to 
od imagine 
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An. 15. Geo, II. imagine chat a Murderer might ſecure himſelf from puni | 


ment, by connecting his Crime with ſome Ta 


— which the Earl of -Orfprd ſhould be intereſted. This Caſe, 


my Lords, is ſufficiently improbable, nor is it eaſy to wen- 
tion any Method of Trial i in which ſome Inconvenience x 
not be produced, in the indefinite Complications of Circum- 
ſtances, and-unforeſeen Relations of Events. It is known to 
have happened once, and cannot be known not to have hap- 
pened often, that a Perſon accuſed of Murder, was Airy 4 
a Jury of which the real Murderer was one. Will not 12 
then be an Argument againſt the great Privilege of the Na- 
tives of this Kindom, 4 Trial by their Peers ?* _ - 

« But, 8 5 I am of Ah Bil that the Murdere 


would not 


tion with an Account of all the Vat of his whole Life, 
but will be required to confine his Teſtimony to the Ahr 
upon which he is examined. 

The Committee, my Lords, n diſtinguiſh bets: 
the Crimes perpetrated by the Direction of the Earl of Or- 
Ford, and thoſe of another Kind. And ſhould an enormous 
Criminal give ſuch Evidence, as the noble Lord was pleaſed 
to ſuppoſe, he may be indemnify'd for - the ie but 
will be hanged for the Murder, notwithſlanding any thing 
in this Bill to the contrary. 

It has been inſiſted on by the noble Lond” who have 
ſpoke againſt the Bill, that no Crime is proved, and there- 
fore there is no Foundation for it. But, my Lords, 1 hape 
always thought that the Profuſion of the publick Money 
was a Crime, and there is evidently a very lage Sum expen- 
ded, of which no Account has been given; and, what more 
nearly relates to the preſent Queſtion, of which no Account 
has ever been demanded, .* 

On this Occaſion, my Lord, an Aſſertion has been al- 
ledg'd, which no perſonal Regard ſhall ever prevail upon me 
to hear without diſputing it, ſince 1 think it is of the moſt 
dangerous 'Tendency, and unſupported by Reaſon, or by 
Law. It is alledged, my Lords, that the Civil Liſt is not to 
be confidered as publick Money, and that the Nation has 
therefore no Claim to enquire how it is diſtributed ; that it is 
given to ſupport the Dignity of the Crown, and that only 
his Majeſty can aſk the Reaſon of any FE + in the Ac 


counts of it. | 
1 
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or alienate the Lands, or beſtow Treas and Penſions with 
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that all was publick Money which was given by the Publick. 
The preſent Condition of the Crown is very different from 
that of our antient Monarchs, who ſupported their Dignity 
by their own Eſtates. I admit, my Lords, that they might 
at Pleaſure, contract or enlarge their Expences, mort 


out Controul. 

It is indeed expreſſed in the Ad, that — Giants of the 
Civil Liſt are without Account, by which I have hitherto 
underſtood only that the Sum total is exempt from Account; 
not that the Miniſters have a Right to . the Civil Liſt 
to ſuch Purpoſes as they ſtiall think moſt conducive to their 
private Views. For if it mould de granted, not only that 
the Nation has a Right to know how the abel is expen- 


ded, which is the utmoſt that can be allowed, or to direct 


the Application of any Fart of it, which is very difputable, 
yet it certainly has a Claim to direct in hat manner it ſhall 


rot be applied, and to provide that Boroughs ſhall not be 


corrupted under Pretence of eu. the Dan of _ 
Crown. 

The Corruption of Boroughs, my Lords, is one of thd 
greateſt Crimes of which any Man under our Conſtitution is 
capable of, it is to corrupt at once the Fountain and the Stream 


of Gori to poiſon the whole Nation at once, and to 


make the People wicked, that they may infect the Houſe of 
Commons with wicked Repreſentatives. 

Such, my Lords, are the Crimes, the Suſpicion of which 
incited the Commons to a publick Enquiry, in which they 
have been able to proceed fo. far, as to prove that the Pob- 
lick Diſcontent was not without 'Cuule;. and that ſuch Arts 
had been practiſed, as it is abſolutely neceſſary, o _ pub- 
lick Security, to detect and puniſh. - 

They therefore purſued: their Examination with a De- 
gree of Ardour proportioned to the Importance of the Dan- 
ger in which every Man is involved by the Violation of the 
fundamental Laws of the Conſtitution ; but they found them- 
ſelves obſtructed by the Subtilty of ſome who confeſſed only 
that they were guilty,” and determined to be faithful to their 
Accomplices and themſelves. | 


A farther Enquiry,” my Lords, was, this unforeſeen Fo 
Evaſion, made impoſſible ; the ultimate and principal Agent 


is ſhelter d from the Law by his Guard of Mercenaries, 
Wretches who are contented to be infamous, if they can 
continue to be rich, and value themſelves on their Adherence 
to their Maſter, while they are r* to ruin their 
Country. 


Vor, VIIt 8 — 
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and, therefore, I ſhall annihilate this ſhort-lived Triumph, 
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The Nation, my Lords, in the mean dune le 

for Redreſs to the Power of the ans. jul 
its Wiſdom for Methods of procuring it by Law. The _ 
mos have complied with their Importunities, and propoſe 
your Lordſhips the Bill beſore you, a Bill — 
lick Enquiry poſſible, and for. bringivg a . 
Reach of the Law. | wh 

On this Occaſion, my Lords, we are | upbraided wi 
our own- Declarations, that the Perſons, mentioned in this 
Bill would quickly find Accuſers, when he ſhould be diveſlel 
of his Authority. Behold him now, ſay his Advecates,1e- 
duced from his envied Eminence, and placed on à Level 
with his Fellow - ſubjects ! behold him no longer the Diſtribu- 
ter of Employ ments, or the Diſburſer of the publick Tres: 
ſure, ſee him diveſted of all Security, but that of A 
and yet no Accuſations are produced}. 

This, my Lords, is a ic fo fruitful of Panegyrick, 
ard ſo happily adapted to the Imagination of a Perſan long 
ufed to celebrate the Wiſdom and — of Miniſters, that, 
were not the preſent Queſtion of too great Importance to u 
mit of falſe Conceſhons, 1 ſhould ſuffer it to remain without 
Controverſy. . 

But, my Lords; this i no "Time for eile ade 


by obſerving, that to be out of Place, is not neceſſarily to be 
out of Power ; a Miniſter may retain his Influence, who has 
reſigned his Employments ; he may ſtill retain the Favourof 
his Prince, and: poſſeſs him with a falſe Opinion, that be 
can only ſecure his Authority by protecting him; or, what 
there is equal Reaſon. to ſuſpett, his gueceſſors may be afraid 
of concurring in a Law which _ hereafter be revived * 
gainſt themſelves. 

It may be urged farther, my Lords, that he: A 
with great Propriety be ſaid to 12 no Power, who ſees 
the Legiſlature crowded with Men that are indebted: ton 
Favour for their Rank and their Fortunes. 

Such a Man may bid Defiance to Enquiry, wich Ooa- 
kdence produced by Security very different from that af In- 
nocence; he may depend upon the Secrecy of thoſe whom 
he has perhaps choſen for no other Virtue ; he ma _— 


that common Danger will unite them to him, and 


_ abandon him without expoſing themſelves to — — 
enſures. b 
© Theſe Seeurities, my Lords, the Fortifeations of the 
laſt Retreat of Wiekedneſs, remain now to be broken, and 
the Nation expects its Fate from our Determinations, which 
will other ſecure the Libertics of our Poſterity from —_ 
: on, 


( 155 ) 
tion, by ſhewing that no Degree of Power can halter thoſe Az 15. Geo I, 
who ſhall invade them, or that our Conſtitution is. arrived at 1742. 
its Period, and that all Struggles for its Continuance will be = 
vain. 2: 20 | 
„Let us not, my Lords, combine with the publick Ene- 
mies, let as no we! 90 the Nation Reaſon to believe, that this 
Houſe is infe with- the Contagion of Venality, that our 
Honour is become an empty Name, and that the Examples 
of our Anceſtors have no other Effect upon us than to raiſe 
the Price of Perfidy, null enable us to ſell our Country at a 
higher Rate. 

Let us remember, wyLonk, that Power is ſupported 
by Opinion, and that the e, of the Publick cannot 
be preſerved, but by Juſtice. | 

For this Reaſon, Tam far Feats granting, that we ought 
to be cautigus of charging thoſe with Crimes, who have the 
Honour of a Seat amongſt us. In my Opinion, my Lords, 
we ought to be watchful againſt the leaſt of Wick- 
edneſs in our ,own Body, we ought: to Pollution from 
our Walls, and preſerve that Power, for which ſome appear 
ſo anxious, by keeping our Reputation pure and-untainted. 

It is therefore to little Parpoſe, objected, that there is 
no Corpus Deli ; for eyen, though it were true, yet while 
there is a Corpus Sufpicionis, Enquiry ought to be made for 
our own Honour, nor can * Law or Reaſon be Headed 
againſt it 
2 I cannot chergſars-danbts that your Lordſhips will en- 

deavour to do Juſtice, that you will facilitate the Production 
of oral Evidence, left all written Proofs ſhould be deſtroy d: 
that you will not deſpiſe the united Petition of the whole 
People, of which I dread the Conſequence; nor reje the 
only Expedient by which their up wenn and 
their Happineſs ſecured.” | 


* The Lord Hardwick ſpoke next inthe following Manner : Lord a Hardwick, 


Lords, 

ns Fo having, with an Attention uninterrupted by any 

foreign Conſiderations, and a Mind intent only on the Diſ- 

covery of Truth, examined every' Argument which has been 

urged on either Side, I think it my Duty to declare, chat 

J have yet diſcovered no Reaſon which, in my 

N prevail upon us to ratify the Bill t is non be- 

ore us. 

| © The noble Lords who have defended it, appear to rea- | | 

ſon more upon Maxims of Policy, than Rules of Law, or | 

8 of Juſtice, and ſeem to imagine, chat if they can | | 
„ anale 706 prove | 

* Lord High Chancellor of Great-Britain, 
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ment which they have moſt labour'd, I think it not nece 


('6 } 


is equitable. ere 
How far, my Lords, they have arne 2 * 


to examine, becauſe I have hicherts accounted” it an incon- 


teſtable Maxim, that whenever- Intereſt and Virtue are in 7 


Competition, Virtue is always to be preferr u. 
The noble Lord who ſpoke firſt is this Debate has pic 
ved the Unreaſonableneſs * Hlepality of the Methods pro- 


poſed in this Bill, beyond the Poffiblity of Confutation i he 


has ſhewn that they are inconſiſtent with the Law, and chat 
the Law is founded upon Reaſon: He has proved, that the 
Bill ſuppoſes a Criminal previous to the Crime, ſummons the 
Man to a Trial, and then enquires for what Offence.” + + 

Nor has he, my Lords, confined himſelf to a Dete ction 
of the original Defect, the Uncertainty of any Crime com- 
mitted, but has proceeded to prove, that upon Whatever 
Suppoſition we proceed, the Bill is unequitable, and of no 
other Tendency than to multiply Ro, and eſtabliſh 
a Precedent of Opprefſion. -  - 

For this Purpoſe: he has ſhewn, that -no Beides 
be procured by this Bill, becauſe all thoſe who ſhall, upon 


the Encouragement propoſed! in it, offer Information, muſt 


be conſider'd as hired Witneſſes, to whom no Credit can be 
given, and who therefore ought not to be heard 
His Lordſhip alſo proved, that we cannot paſs this Bill 
without diminiſhing our Right, beſtowing new Powere upon 
the Commons, confirming ſome of their Claims which are 
moſt dubious, nor, by Go 
Conſtitution.” © 
«© To all theſe pen Arguments drawn from: = 
moſt important Conſiderations, inforced by the ſtrongeſt Rea- 
ſoning, and explained with the utmoſt Perſpicuity, what; has 
been reply'd ? How have any of his Aſſertions been invalida- 
ted, or any of his Reaſons eluded ? How has it been ſhewn 
that there is any Foundation for a criminal Charge , that 


Witneſſes thus procured ought to be heard, or t our 


Rights would not be made diſputable by confirming the Pro- 
ceedings of the Commons? 

* It has been anſwered by a noble Lord, that tho there 
is not Corpus Delicti, there is Corpus Sufdicienia, - What may 
be the Force of this Argument I cannot ſay, becauſe I am not 
aſhamed to own, that I do not underſtand the Meaning of 
the Words. I very well underſtand what is meant by Corpus 
Delicti, and fo does every other Lord, it is univerſally known 
to mean the Body of an Offence 3. but as to the Words Corpus 
Suſdicianis, I do not e _ they mean: It is an 


Expreſ· 


nſequence, without vielnting the 
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Expreſſion indeed which * be fore "EY 
{y, in my Apprehenſion, nothing more of a 
Shadow, the Subſtance: of ſomething which is itſelf Nothing. 


Confeflion, of its warmeſt and. ableſt . dvocates, it is a Wh for 
ſummoning a Perſon to a Trial, againſt. whom no Crime is 
alledged, and againſt whom no Witneſs will appear without 
a Br ibe. 

For that thoſe. who. ſhould appear in Conſequence of this 
Bill to offer their Evidence, ought to be conſidered as brib'd; 
will ſurely need no Proof to thoſe who conſider, that Bribes 
are not confined to Money, and that every 2 who pro- 
motes his own. Intereſt by his In, is ſwearing. not 
for Truth and Juſtice, but for himſelf. | 


© Tt may be urged, and it is, in my pinion, all that the 


moſt fruitful Imagination can ſuggeſt in Favour of this Bill, 
chat they are not required to accuſe the Earl of Orford, but 
to give in their Evidence concerning his ConduA, imaged 


in his Favour, or againſt him. 


But this Argument, my Lords, however ſpecious i it m = | 


ſeem, will-vaniſh of itſelf, x; the Bill be diligently confider 
which is only to confer. Indemnity on thoſe who in the Courſe 
of their Evidence ſhall diſcover any of their own Crimes; on 


thoſe whoſe. Teſtimony. ſhall tend to fix ſome Charge of 


Wickedneſs on the Earl of Oxford; for it cannot eaſily be 
imagined how thoſe who appear in his Favour, hag be un- 
der a Neceſſity of revealing any Actions. 

Thus, my Lords, it appears that the Bill can produce 
no other Effect than that of multiplying Accuſations, ſince it 
offers Rewards only to thoſe who are ſuppos'd to have enga- 
ged in unjuſti able Practices, and to procure Witneſſes by this 
Method, is equally unjuſt as to propoſe a publick Prize to 
be obtained by ſwearing againſt any of your Lordſhips. 

If Witneſſes are to be purchaſed, we ought at leaſt to 
offer an equal Price on each Side, that tho" they may be in- 
duced by the Reward to offer their Depoſitions, they mer 
not be tempted-to accuſe rather than to juſtify. - 

Should any private Man, my Lords, offer a Reward to 
any that would give Evidence againſt another, without ſpeci- 
ſying the Crime of which he is accuſed, doubtleſs he would 
be conſidered by the Laws of this Nation, as a Violator 
of the Rights of Society, an open Slanderer, and a Diſtur- 
ber of Mankind; and would immediately, by an Indictment 


or Information, be obliged to make Satisſaction to the Com- 


munity which he had W or to * Perſon whom he 
had injured, «1 
- 


and can 
245. * 


Such, my Lords, is. the Princ; le of this Bill, by the 5 
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Duke, that the Pablick has a Right' to every "Man's Er 


9 gence, a Maxim which in its proper Senſe cannot be denied. 


cauſe every Man may plead that he is exempted from that 


For it js andoubtedly true, that the Publick has a Right to 
all the Aſſiſtance of every Individual; but it is, my 
upon ſuch Terms as have been eſtabliſhed for die general 
Advantage of all; on ſuch Terms as the Majority. of sach 
Society has preſcribed. But, my Lords, the Majority ef a 
Society, which is the true Definition of the PabBek, are 
equally obliged with the ſmaller Number, or with"Indivi- 
duals, to the Obfervation of Juftice, and cannot "therefore 
preſcribe to different Individuals different Conditions. They 
cannot decree that Treatment to be juſt with regard te one 
which they allow to be cruel with reſped to another, The 
Claims of the Publjck are founded, firſt upon Right; which 
is invariable ; and pext upon the Law, which tho matäble 
in its own Nature, is however to be fo far fixed, as thatievery 
Man may know his owa Condition, his own Property, and 


his own Privileges, or it ceaſes in Effect to be Law, it ceaſes 


to be the Rule of Government, or the Meaſore of Conduct. 

© In the preſent Cafe, my Lords, the Publick has nota 
Right to hire Evidence, becauſe the Publick has hitherto 
ſubſiſted upon this Condition, among others, that no Man 
ſhall ſwear in his own Cauſe. The Publick has not a Ripht 
to require from any Man that he ſhould betray himſelf, 


Demand by the publick Faith. {Wy 
Thus, my Lords, the Right of the Publick is only that 
Right which the Publick has eſtabliſhed by Law, and con- 
firmed by continual Claims, nor is the Claim of the Pablick 
from Individuals to be extended beyond its known ' Bounds, 
except in Times of general Diſtreſs, where a few muſt ne- 
ceſſarily ſuffer for the Preſervation of the reſt. 4 
This Neceſſity is indeed now urged, but ſurely it ought 
to be ſhewn, that the preſent Circamſtances of Affairs d 
from thoſe of any former Age, before it can with any Pro- 


7 
- 
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priety be aſſerted, that Meaſures are now neceſſary, which 


no other Diſtreſſes however urgent, or Provocations how- 
ever flagrant, have hitherto produced. It ought to be proved, 
that Wickedneſs had diſcovered ſome new Shelter from Ju- 
ſtice, before new Engines are invented to force it from its 
Retreat, and new Powers applied to drag it out to Pawiſh- 
ment. 5 n 
* The Nation has ſubſiſted, my Lords, ſo many Centu- 
ries, has often recovered from the lingering Diſeaſe of in- 
ward Corruption, and repelled the Shocks of outward Vio- 
lence 3 it has often been endangered by corrupt Counſels = 
; wic 
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SE: 
of 10 ables Laws, without the Aſſiſtance 7 OP * | 
Expedients 3 at leaſt withdut, Expedients like this, ub 
neither Law nor Juſtice: can ſupport, and - which would in 
itſelf be a more real Grievance. than thoſe, if they were real, 
which it is intended to;paniſh, and might produce far greater 
Evils than thoſe which are imputed, to him, againſt whom 
it is πỹ,jjꝗ] ·mdm] ] ] ¼Rñmauꝛunͤ . 2; 
6 4 indeed, my Lords, been mentioned by a noble 
Lord, enen e Ii. Peg — * 1 of making 
an Enquiry poſſible. I he Poffibility of an Enguity, my Lords, 
a very. remote and fe fes Idea; bas Names will no 
change the Nature of the Things to which: they are applied. 
The Bill is, in my Opinion, calculated to make a Defence 
impoſſible, to deprive Innocence of its Guard, and to let 
looſe Oppreſſion and Perjury upon the World. It is à Bill 
to dazzle the Wicked with a Proſpect of Security, and to 
incite them to purchaſe an Indemnity for one Crime by the 
Perpetration of another. It is à Bill to confound the No- 
tions of Right and Wrong, to violate the Effence of our 
Conſtitutions and to leave us without any certain Security 
for our Properties or Rule fox our Actions. 

Nor are the particular Parts leſs de ſective chan the ge- | | 
neral- Foundation, for it is full of ambiguous Promiſes, vague 
Ideas, and indeterminate Expreſſions, of which ſome have 
been already particulariſed by the noble Lords that have 
ſpoke on this Occaſion, whoſe Obſervations I ſnall not re- 
peat, nor endeavour to improve, but cannot forbear propo- 
ling to the Advocates for the Bill one Sentence, that it may 
be explained by them, and that at leaſt we may not paſs 
what we do not underſtand. : | : 

In the Enquiry into the Conduct of the Earl of Orford, 
every Man, as we have already ſeen, is invited to bring his 
Evidence, and to procure an Indemnity, by anſwering ſuch 
Queſtions as ſhall be asked, touching or concerning the ſaid 
Enquiry, or relative thereto. What is to be underſtood by 
this laſt Sentence I would willingly be informed, I would 
hear how far the Relation to the Enquiry is deſign'd to be 
extended, with what other Enquiries it is to be complicated, 
and where the Chain of Interrogatories is to have an End. 

When an Evidence appears before the Committee, how 
can he be certain that the Queſtions asked are Relative to 
the Enquiry ? How can he be certain that they are ſuch as 
he may procure an Indemnity by reſolving ? Or whether 
they are not unconnected with the principal Queſtion, and 
therefore inſidious and dangerous ? and to what Power muſt 
he appeal, if he ſhould be proſecuted afterwards upon his 

| own. 
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Enquiry ? 

0 Rxpreſions like theſe, wy Lars, if de are” tiot the 
Effects of Hurry or Malice, muſt be intended to veſt the 
Committee with abſolute Authority, with the Awürd of 
Life and Death, by leaving to them the Liberty to explain 


the Statute at their own Pleaſufe, to contract or enlarge the 


Relation to the Controveriy, to enquire without Or and 
judge without Controul. 
Thus, my Lords, I have laid before you my Opinion of 
this Bill without any partial Regard, without exagerating 
the ill Conſequences that may be feared from it, or endea- 
voured to elude any Reaſoning by which it has been defended. 
I have endeavoured ant yay the Arguments of the noble 
Lord who ſpoke firſt, and to ſhew that it is founded upon falſe 
Notions of criminal Juſtice, that it propoſes irrational and il - 
legal Methods of Trial, that it will produce Conſequences fatal 
to our Conttitution, and eſtabliſh a Precedent of Oppreſſion. 

© I have endeavoured in examining the Arguments by 


which the Bill has been defended, to ſhew that the Right 


of the Publick are aſcertained, and that the Power: of the 
Majority is to be limited by moral Conſiderations and to 
prove, in diſcuſſing its particular Parts, that it is a, 
indeterminate and unintelligible. 

What Effects my Enquiry may have had apon your 
Lordſhips, your ſelves only can tell ; for my Part, 'the 'Ne- 
ceflity of dwelling ſo long upon the Queſtion has added new 
Strength to my ConviRion, and fo clearly do I no ſee the 
Danger, and. Injuſtice of a Law like this, that tho I do 
not imagine myſelf indued with any peculiar Degree of 
Heroiſm, I believe, that if I were condemned to a Choice 
ſo diſagreeable, I ſhould more willingly ſuffer by ſuch a 
Bill paſs'd in my own Caſe, than conſent to he it i in that 
of another. gs 


To this the Duke of Argyle reply'd 
My Lords, 

I am not yet able to diſcover that. the Bill n now des 
us is either illegal or abſurd, that its Interpretation is doubt- 
ful, or its probable Conſequences dangerous. 

The indiſputable Maxim, that the Publick has a Right 
to every Man's Evidence, has been explain'd away with 
much Labour, and with more Art, than a good Cauſe can 
often require. We have been told of publick Contracts, of 
the Rights of Society with regard to Individuals, and the 


Privileges of Individuals with reſpe& to Society 3 we have 
had one Term oppoſed to another only to amuſe our Atten- 


tion; 
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tion; and Law, Reaſon, and Sophiſtey have been mingled 


till Common Senle was lolt in the Confu ** 


10 


But, my Lords, it is eaſy to diſentangle all this Per- 
plexity of Ideas, and to ſet Truth free from the Shackles 
of Sophiſtry, by obſerving that it is, in all civilized Nations 
of the World, one of the firſt Principles of the Conſtitution, 
that the Publick has a Right, always reſerved, of having 

ethods of proceeding, when the. 
Happineſs of the Community appears not ſufficiently ſecured 


Recourſe to extraordinary 


by the known Laws. 


Laws may, by thoſe who have made the Study and Ex- 
planation of them the Employment of their Lives, be eſteem'd 
as the great Standard of Right, they may be habitually re- 
verenced, and conſidered as facred in their own Nature, 


without Regard to the End which they are deſigned to 
roduce. r . * n 
5 But others, my Lords, whoſe Minds operate without 


any Impediment from Education, will eafily diſcover, that 


Laws are to be regarded only for their Uſe ; that the Power 
which made them only for the Publick Advantage, ought to 
alter or annul them, when they are no longer ſerviceable, 


or when they obſtruct thoſe Effects which they were intended 


to promote. . | | 

« I will therefore, my Lords, ſtill aſſert, That the Pub- 
lick has a Right to every Man's Evidence ; and that to re- 
jet any Bill which can have no other Conſequence than 
that of enabling the Nation to aſſert its Claim, to reconcile 
one Principle of Law with another, and to deprive Villany 
of an Evation which may always be uſed, is to deny Juſtice 
to an oppreſſed People, and to concur in the Ruin of our 
Country. 3 „ | 
© And farther, my Lords, I confidently affirm it has not 
been proved, that this Bill can endanger any but the Guilty; 
nor has it been ſhewn that it is drawn, up for any other Pur- 


poſe than that which the noble Lord mentioned, of hinder- 


ing an Enquiry from being impoſlible ; it may therefore 
Jultly be required from thoſe who affect, on this Occaſion, 
ſo much Tenderneſs for Liberty, ſo many Suſpicions of re- 
mote Deſigns, and ſo much Zeal for our Conſtitution, to 
demonſtrate, that either an Enquiry may be carried on by 
other Means, or that an Enquiry is itſelf ſuperfluous or 
improper. 5 | | 5 

* Tho' none of thoſe who have ſpoken againſt the Bill 
have been willing to expoſe themſelves to univerſal Indig- 
nation, by declaring that they would gladly obſtruct the 


Progreſs of the Enquiry, that they deſigned to throw a Miſt 


over the publick Affairs, and to conceal from the People 
:  Y Obs VIII. . . the 


| An. 15. Geo. II. A 
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An. 15. Geo. II. the Cauſes of their Miſery; and tho' I have no Right to 
1742. charge thoſe who differ from me in Opinion with Intentions, 
which, as they do not avow them, cannot be proved ; this 
however I will not fear to affirm, that thoſe who are for 

rejecting this Method of Enquiry, would conſult their Ho- 

nour by propoſing ſome other equally efficacious ; left it 

ſhould be thought by ſuch as have not any Opportunities of 

knowing their Superiority to Temptations, that they are in- 

fluenced by ſome Motives which they are not willing to 

own, and that they are, in ſecret, Enemies to the Enquiry, 

tho', in Publick, they only condemn the Method of pur- 

ſuing it.“ BE | | 
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D. of Newcaſtle, The Duke of Newcaſtle * ſpoke next. ; 
My Lords, | Fs 
The Arguments which have been produced in Defence 
of the Bill before us, however thoſe who offer them may be 
influenced by them, have made, hitherto, very little Im- 
preſſion upon me; my Opinion of the Impropriety and Il- 
legality of this new Method of Proſecution ſtill continues 
the ſame ; nor can it be expected that I ſhould alter it, 
till thoſe Reaſons have been anſwer'd which have been offer'd 
by the noble Lord who ſpoke firſt in the Debate. | 
The Advocates for the Bill ſeem indeed conſcious of 
the Inſufficiency of their Arguments, and have therefore 
added Motives of another Kind 3 theſe have informed us, 
that our Power ſubſiſts upon our Reputation, and that 
our Reputation can only be preſerved by concurring in 
the Meaſures recommended by the Commons ; they have 
inſinuated to us, that he who obſtructs this Bill, will be 
thought deſirous to obſtrut the Enquiry, to conſpire the 
Ruin of his Country, and to act in Confederacy with publick 
Robbers. | DH 
But, my Lords, whether the Nation is really exaſpe- 
rated to ſuch a Degree as is repreſented, whether it is the 
general Opinion of Mankind that the publick Affairs have 
been unfaithfully adminiſtered, and whether this Bill has 
been dictated by a Deſire of publick Juſtice, or of private 
Revenge, I have not thought it neceſſary to enquire ; having 
long learned to act in Conſequence of my own Conviction, 
not of the Opinions of others, at leaſt not of thoſe who de- 
termine upon Queſtions which they cannot underſtand, and 
judge without having ever obtained an Opportunity of exa- 

mining. | | 
: Sach. my Lords, muſt be the Opinions of the People 
upon Queſtions of Policy, Opinions not formed by * 
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but adopted from thoſe whom they, ſometimes with very An. 15. Geo. II. 


little Reaſon, imagine nearer Spectators of the Government 


than themſelves, and in whom they place an implicite Con- 


fidence, on Account of ſome caſual Act of Popularity. 


I ſhall not, therefore, think the Demands of the Peo- 


ple a Rule of Conduct, nor ſhall ever fear to incur their 
Reſentment in the Proſecution of their Intereſt. I ſhall never 
flatter their Paſſions to obtain their Favour, or gratify their 
Revenge for fear of their Contempt. The Inconſtancy, my 
Lords, of publick Applauſe, all .of us have obſerved, and 
many of us have experienced ; and we know that it is very 
far from being always the Reward of Merit. We know 
that the brighteſt Character may be eaſily darken'd by Ca- 
lumny, that thoſe who are labouring for the Welfare of the 
Publick, may be eaſily repreſented as Traytors and Oppreſ- 


ſors, and that the People may quickly. he perſuaded to join 


in the Accuſation. 

That the People, however deceived, have a Right to 
accuſe whomſoever they ſuſpect, and that their Accuſation 
ought to be heard, I do not deny ; but ſurely, my Lords, 
the Opinion of the People is not ſuch a Proof of Guilt 
as will juſtify a Method of Proſecution never known before, 
or give us a Right to throw down the Barriers of Liberty, 
and puniſh by Power thoſe whom we cannot convict by 
Law. | | 2 | 
Let any of your Lordſhips ſuppoſe himſelf by ſome Ac- 
cident expoſed to the temporary Malice of the Populace, let 
him imagine his Enemies inflaming them to a Demand of a 
Proſecution, and then propoſing that he ſhould be deprived 
of the common Methods of Defence, and that Evidence 
ſhould be hired againſt him, leſt the Publick ſhould be 
diſappointed, and he will quickly diſcover the Unreaſonable- 
neſs of this Bill. | 

* I ſuppoſe no Man will deny, that Methods of Proſecu- 
tion introduced on one Occaſion may be practiſed on ano- 
ther, and that in the natural Rotations of Power, the ſame 


Means may be uſed for very different Ends. Nothing is 


more probable, my Lords, if a Bill of this Kind ſhould be 
ever paſſed, in Compliance with the Clamours of the Peo- 
ple, to puniſh Miniſters, and to awe the Court, than that 
it may in Time, if a wicked Miniſter ſhould ariſe, be made 
a Precedent for Meaſures by which the Court may intimi- 
date the Champions of the People ; by which thoſe may be 
purſued to Deſtruction, who have been guilty: of no other 
Crime than that of ſerving their Country in a Manner 
which thoſe, who are ignorant of the Circumſtances of Af- 


airs, happen to diſapprove. | 
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Shs ne „my Lords, are therefoie 
to be rejected, becauſe it is evident that they will eſtabliſh 


a-Precedent, by which Virtue may at any Time be oppreſſed, 
but which can be very ſeldom neceſſary for the Detection 
of Wickednefs, fince there is no Probability that it will often 


happen, that a Man really guilty of enormous Crimes can 
ſecure himfelf from Diſcovery, or connect others with him 
in fuch a Manner, that they cannot impeach him without 
\ pe tn Se themſelves. 


ut, my Lords, whenever Virtue is to be chad 


whenever falſe Accufations are to be promoted, this Method 
is inconteſtably uſeful ; for no Reward can fo <fficaciouſly 
-prevail upon Men who languiſh in _ Fear of — 
Juſtice, as a Grant of Impunity. 


It may be urged, my Lords, I own, that all Enquiri 


into Futurity are Wle Speculations, that the Expedient — 


poſed is proper on the preſent Occaſion, and that no Me- 


thods of Juſtice are to be allowed, if the Poſſibility of ap- 


plying them to bad Purpoſes, is a ſufficient Reaſon ert 
jecting them. 

But to this, my Lords, it may be anſwered with aqui 
Reaſon, that every Proceſs of Law is likewiſe in ſome De- 
gree defective, that the Complications of Circumfſtanees are 
variable without End, and therefore cannot be compriſed in 
any certain Rule, and that we muſt have no eſtabliſhed Me- 
thod of Juſtice, if we cannot be content with ſuch as may 
poſſibly be ſometimes eluded. 

And, my Lords, it may be obſerved farther, that ſcarce- 
ly any Practice can be conceived, however generally unrea- 
ſonable and unjuſt, which may not be ſometimes equitable 
and proper, and that if we are to lay aſide all Regard to 
Futurity, and act merely with Regard to the preſent Exi- 
gence, it may be often proper to violate every Part of our 
Conſtitution. This Houſe may ſometimes have rejected Bills 
beneficial to the Nation, and if this Reafoning be allowed, 
it might have been wiſe and juſt in the Commons to have 


voted us uſeleſs on that Occaſion, and have paſſed the Law 


without our Concurrence. 

With regard to the Eſtabliſhment of criminal Proſecu- 
tions, as well as to our civil Rights, we are, my Lords, to 
conſider what is upon the whole moſt for the Advantage of 
the Publick; we are not to admit Practices which may be 


| ſometimes uſeful, but may be often pernicious, and which 


ſuppoſe Men better or wiſer than they. are. We do not 
grant abſolute Power to a wiſe and moderate Prince, becauſe 
ms Succeſſors may inherit his Power without his Virtues, we 


are not to truſt or allow new Methods of Proſecution upon 
| | 2 


— — 
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ins) 
an Occaſion 0 on Which they may ſeem uſeful, horanh they Geo, 
may be employed to Pagpoſes N Ames from thoſe for . K 
which they were int — 
Thus, my Lords, I have en he Impropriety af the | 
Bill now befare us, upon the moſt. favourable Suppoſition 
that can poſſibly be made; a Suppoſition of the Guik of the 
noble Perſon againſt whom it is contrived. And ſurely, my 
Lords, what cannot even in that Caſe be approved, mask if 
we ſuppoſe him innocent, be deteſted. 
© That he is really innocent, my Loris, that he is only 
blackened by Calumny, and purſued by Reſentment, ean- 
not be more ſtrongly proved than by the Neceſſity to which 
his Enemies are reduced of uſing Expedients, never heard 
of in this Nation before, to —— Accuſations againſt him: 
Expedients which they. cannot ſhew, to have been ata 
Time neceſſary for the Puniſhment of a Man really . 
and which, by bringing Guilt and Innocence into the ſame 
Danger, leave us at liberty to imagine, that he is clear from 
the Crimes imputed to him even in the 2 of thoſe who 


purſue him with the fierceſt Reſentment, and the loudeft . 4 


Clamours. 


It may well be imagined, my Lords, that thoſe whom 
he has ſolong defeated by by his Abilities, ſee themſelves. now 
baffled by his Innocence, and that they only now perſecute 
his Character to hide the true Reaſon for which they former- 
ly attacked his Pawer. 
© I hope, my Lords, I ſhall be eafily forgiven for obſer- 
ving that this is a Teſtimony of uncorrupted Greatneſs, more 
illuſtrious than any former Minifter has ever obtained ; for 
when was it known, my Lords, that after a 1 of 
Power for twenty Vears, any Man, when his Conduct be- 
came the Subject of Publick ann was without Ac- | 
cuſers. 
I cannot, for my Part, but congratulate the noble Per- | 
ſon upon his Triumph over Malice, Malice aſſiſted by Sub- | [i 
| 


tity and Experience, by Wealth and Power, which is at 
length obliged to confeſs its Impotence, to call upon us to 
aſſiſt it with new Laws, to enable it to offer a Reward for 
Evidence againſt him, and throw down the Boundaries of 
natural Juſtice, that he may be harraſſed, cenſured and op- 
preſſed, upon whom it cannot be proved that he ever de- 
viated from the Law, or employed his Power for any other 
End than the Promotion of the publick Happineſs, | 

* Had the Officers of the Crown, my Lords, when his lj 
Influence was repreſented ſo great, and his Dominion ſo ab- 


ſolute, projected any ſuch Meaſures for his Defence, had 


y propoſed to ſilence his Opponents by calling * 2 a 
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An. 15. Ges. II. Trial, and offered a ſtated Price for Aceuſations againſt then, 
13742. how loudly would they have been charged with the mol 


Lord Bathurſt. 


flagrant Violation of the Laws, and the moſt open Diſte- 


gard of the Rights of Nature; with how much Vehemence 
would it have been urged that they were intoxicated with 
their Succeſs, and that in the full Security of Power, they 


thought themſelves entitled to neglect the great Diſtinctiom 


of Right and Wrong, and determined to employ the Lay 


for the Completion of thoſe Purpoſes, in which Jultice would 
give them no Aſſiſtance. . | | 

] doubt not that your Lordſhips will eaſily perceive that 
this Cenſure is equally juſt in either Caſe, that you will not 


allow any Man to be proſecuted by Methods which be 


ought not to have uſed in his own Caſe, that you will not ex. 
poſe any Man to Hardſhips from which every other Member 
of the Community is exempt, that you will not ſuffer any Man 
to be tried but by Evidence, and that you will not condemn 
him whom the Law acquits.” 


The Lord Bathurſt ſpoke in Subſtance as follows : 


My Lords, th 
© The Queſtion under our Conſideration has been ſo long 
and ſo accurately debated, that little can be added, to the 
Arguments on either Side, and therefore, though I think it 
neceſſary on ſo important an Occaſion to make a ſolemn De. 
claration of my Opinion, I ſhall endeavour to ſupport it not 
ſo much by any Arguments of my own, as by a Recapitu- 
lation and Compariſon of thoſe which have been already 

heard by your Lordſhips. 0 
© It has not been denied, that the Puniſhment of Crimes 
is abſolutely neceſſary to the publick Security, and as it is 
evident that Crimes cannot be puniſhed unleſs they are detec- 
ted, it muſt be allowed that the Diſcovery of wicked Mea- 
ſares ought to be in a very great Degree the Care of thoſe 
who are entruſted with the Government of the Nation, not 
can they better diſcharge their Truſt, than by defeating the 


Artifices of Intrigue, and blocking up the Retreats of Guilt, 


© This likewiſe, my Lords, is admited with ſuch Reſtricti- 
ons as feem intended to preclude any Advantage that might 
be drawn from the Appearance of Concefſion. For it 1s 
urged that Guilt is not to be detected by any Methods which 
are not juſt, and that no Methods are juſt which are not uſual. 

The firſt Poſition, my Lords, I have no Intention to 
contravert ; as it is not to violate Juſtice, but to preſerve it 
from Violation, that this Bill has been projected or defended. 
But, my Lords, it is to be obſerved that they who ſo warmly 


recommend the ſtricteſt Adherence to Juſtice ſeem not fully 
| | to 
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to underſtand the Duty which they urge. To do Juſtice, An. 15. Geo, II. 
my Lords, is to act with Impartiality, dro con from the 


Mind all Regard to perſonal Motives, and to conſider every 


Queſtion in its whole Extent, without ſu 


ment to be obſtructed by partial Affection. 


This Rule, my Lords, ſeems not to have been very care- | 
fully obſerved by the moſt vehement Advocates for Ju- 


tice in the Caſe before us; for they appear not. to be ſo- 
licitous that any ſhould receive Juſtice but the Perſon menti- 


oned in the Bill; they do not remember, that the Publick has 
cried out for Juſtice more than twenty Years, for Juſtice which- 


has not yet been obtained, and which can be obtained only 
by the Method now propoſed. (| 


© It is neceſſary, my Lords, for thoſe who are ſo watch-. 


ful againſt the Breach of Juſtice, to prove that any Means 


can be unjuſt which have no other Tendency than the De- 


tection of Wickedneſs, of Wickedneſs too artful or too power- 
ful to be puniſhed by the common Rules of Law. 

© The Introduction of new Methods of Proſecution, is 
the Natural Conſequence of new Schemes of Villany or new 
Arts of Evaſion, nor is it neceſſary that Precedents ſhall be 
produced,. when the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature concurs in 
acknowledging the Neceſſity of extraordinary Meaſures. 
Tho' our Conſtitution is in the higheſt Degree excellent, I 
never yet heard that it was perfect, and whatever is not per- 
fect may be improved. Our Laws, however wiſe, are yet 
the Contrivances of human Policy, and why ſhould we de- 
ſpair of adding ſomewhat to that which we- inherit from our 
Anceſtors? Why ſhould we imagine that they anticipated 
every Contingency, and left nothing for ſucceeding Ages? 

I think, my Lords, with the higheſt Regard both of 
our Laws and thoſe by whom they were enacted, but I look 
with no leſs Veneration on this illuſtrious Houſe ; I believe 
your Lordſhips equal to your Progenitors in Abilities ; and 
therefore ſince you cannot but outgo them in Experience, 
Iam confident that you may make Improvement in the Fa- 
brick which they have erected. 

It cannot at leaſt be denied that your Lordſhips have all 
the Power of your Anceltors, and fince every Law was once 


new, it is certain they were far from 1magining that there was 


always a Neceſſity of enquiriug after Precedents. If the Ar- 
gument drawn from the Want of Precedents be now of any 
Force, let it be proved that its Force was leſs in any for- 
mer Reign, and let it be confidered how our Government 
could have attained its preſent Excellence, had this Houſe, 
inſtead of applying to every Grievance its proper — 

| | 278 | | | en 
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every new Emergence for Precedents, of which it is certai | 
that there muſt have been a Time in which they were no 


to be found. i ES oh; 575 
In all Regulations eitabliſhed by the Legiſlature, it i 
ſufficient that they do not produce Confuſion by being incan- 
ſiſtent with former Laws, that they unite eaſily with our 
Conſtitution, and do not tend to the Embarraſſment of the 


Government. This Conſideration, my Lords, has been in 


a-very remarkable Manner regarded by theſe who drew up 
the Bill before us, -a Bill which the Noble Lord has pro- 
ved, that it will be ſo far from perplexing our judicial Pro- 
ceedings, that it will reconcile the Law to itſelf, and free uy 


from the Neceſſity of obeying one Precept by the Neglect of 


another. 70 | a : 
The Arguments of the Noble Duke, are ſuch as in my 
Opinion cannot be anſwered, or heard impartially without 
Conviction. The Maxims quoted by him are each of them 
inconteſtably. true, they are on this Occaſion incompatible, 
and this is the only Method by which they can be reconciled, 
© Nor nas he only ſhown the Propriety of the Bill by 
irrefragable Reaſons, but has proved likewiſe that it is con- 
ſiſtent, not only with the Conſtitution of our Government, 
but with the Practice of our Anceſtors 5 he has ſhewn that it 
may be ſupported not only by Reaſon, but by Bills of the 
ſame Kind, enacted on Occaſions of far leſs Importance, 
He has proved, my Lords, all that the moſt ſcrupulons 
Enquirer can wiſh, he has made it evident that the Bill would 
be proper, tho' it were ' unprecedented ; he has produced 
many Precedents in ſapport of it, and has thereby evinced 
that the only preſent Queſtion is, Whether it is juſt? To the 
Precedents alledged by him it has been objected, that they 
differ in ſome Particulars. But when, my Lords, did any, 
two Actions, however common, agree in every Circumſtance? 
Relations may be complicated without End, and every new 
Complication produces new Appearances, which, however, 
are always to be diſregarded while the Conſtituent Principles 
remain unvaried. | | | fed 
II we conſider the Difficulties in which the Opponents 
of the Bill have involv'd themſelves, it will not be eaſy to 
think well of a Cauſe, which gives Birth to ſuch wild Aﬀer- 
tions, and extravagant Opinions. They have firſt, by re- 
quiring Precedents, determined, that our Conſtitution muſt 


be henceforward for ever at a Stand, and then by declaring 


that no Precedents are of any Weight, in which every Cir- 
cumſtance is not parallel to the Caſe in Debate, have debar- 
red us from the Repetition of any occaſional Law; they 


have declared, almoſt in plain Terms, themſelves _ 
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and deſtroyed that Authority at once, which they ſeem ſo An. 15 Geo. 11. 


much afraid of communicating to the Commons. 

But by none of their Arts of ſubtle Diſtinction, my 
Lords, have they been able to evade the Argument which 
ariſes from the Conformity of this Bill to the common Prac- 
tice of our Courts ; an Argument which has produced no other 
Anſwer than loud Declamations againſt the Indecency of 
comparing with Pickpockets and Highwaymen, a noble Per- 
ſon, a Miniſter of acknowledg'd Merit, long grac'd with the 
Favour of his Prince, and long inveſted with the higheſt Truſt. 

I, my Lords, am very far from pleaſing myſelf with 
licentious or indecent Language: I am far from envying any 
Man that Exaltation which he obtains, either by good-or by 
bad Actions, and have no Inclination of levelling the Perſoh, 
whoſe Conduct I deſire to ſee examined, with the Profligate 
or Infamous. Yet I cannot forbear to obſerve, that high 
Rank is an Aggravation of Villany ; that to have enjoyed 
the Favour of his Sovereign, is no Defence of him that 


has abuſed it; and that high Truſt is an Honour only to that 


Man, who, when he lays down his Office, dares ſtand an 
Inquiry. | ET 

| 7 Had there been no Precedent in our judicial Proceed- 
ings, my Lords, which bore any Reſemblance to this Bill, 
there would not from thence have ariſen any juſt Objection. 
Common Proceedings. are eſtabliſhed for common Occaſions ; 
and it ſeems to have been the Principle of our Anceſtors, 
that it is better to give ten guilty Perſons an Opportunity of 
eſcaping Juſtice, than to puniſh one innocent Perſon by an 
unjuſt Sentence. A Principle which, perhaps, might not 
be erroneous in common Caſes, in which only one Individual 
was injured by another ; or when the Trial was, by the 
Law, committed to a common Jury, who might eaſily be 
miſled. | | 

They might likewiſe imagine, my Lords, that a Crimi- 
nal, encouraged by a fortunate Eſcape to a Repetition of his 
Guilt, would undoubtedly ſome Time fall into the Hands 
of the Law, tho* not extended on Purpoſe to ſeize him; and 
therefore they conſtituted their Proceedings in ſuch a Man- 
ner, that Innocence might at leaſt not be entrap'd, tho? 
Guilt ſhould ſometimes gain a Reprieve. | 
But in the preſent Caſe, my Lords, every Circumſtance 
requires a different Conduct. By the Crimes which this Bill 
is intended to detect, not ſingle Perſons, or private Families, 
but whole Nations, and all Orders of Men have long been 
injured and oppreſſed ; and oppreſſed with ſuch Succeſs, 
that the Criminal has no Temptation to renew his Practices; 
nor is there any Danger of an erroneous Sentence, becauſe 
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An. 15. Geo, II. the Trial would be heard by this Houſe ; by Perſons 1 wag 
1742. Integrity ſets them above Corruption, and whoſe Wäg 
will not be deceived by falſe Appearances. 9 
This Conſideration, my Lords, affords an unantengi 8 
Reply to thoſe who repreſent the Bill as ill concerted z be. 4 
cauſe the Evidence to be procured by it, is the Teſtimany 
of Men, Partners, by their own Confeſlion, in the Cri 

which they reveal. | 
© Every Court, my Lords, examines the Credibiligl 
a Witneſs ; and the known Corruption of theſe Men may 
be properly pleaded at the Trial, where your Lordſhip 
will balance every Circumſtance with your known Impay- 
tiality ; examine how far every Aſſertion is invalidated 
by the Character of the Witneſs, and how far it is confirms 
ed by a corroboratory Concurrence of known Events, or 

ſupported by other Teſtimonies not liable to the ſame By 

ception. 2 
* Thus, my Lords, it may be obſerved how quickl the 

Clouds are diſperſed, with which Intereſt or Ferret 
have endeavoured to obſcure the Truth; and how eaſily 
ſtrongeſt Objections which the greateſt Abilities could | mis 
againſt this Bill are confuted, or how apparently, when they 
are cloſely examined, ther confute themſelves. 

| © One of the Objections that require no Anſwer is, that 
which has been rais'd with regard to the Extent of the u. 
demnity offered in the Bill, which, in the Opinion of thiol 
that oppoſed it, ought to be reſtrained to particular Perſons. 
But that it is chiefly, if not ſolely, intended to be applied 
to thoſe who have refuſed to anſwer the Queſtions of the 
Committee, I believe every Lord in this Houſe is fully con- 
vinced ; it was however neceſſary to draw it up in geneml 
Terms, leſt other Artifices might have been employed; and 
leſt, by pointing out particular Perſons, Opportunity mi 
have been given to deprive the Publick of their Eriden 
prevailing upon them to withdraw. ' 
© The Bill was juſtly tiled by a Noble Lord, a Bill: 7.5 
| prevent an Juquiry from being impoſſible. The Difficuly of 
Inquiries for the Publick is well known; and the Difficalty 
ariſes chiefly from the Inability of the People to reward their 
Advocates, or their Evidence. The State of the Court, 
Lords, is very different. The Crown cannot only pardos, but 
advance thoſe that have, on any Occaſion, promoted itꝭ In- 
tereſt ; and I hope it will not be too much Power to-be'for 
once granted to the People, if they are impowered to throw 
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a ſimple Indemnification into the Balance; and try whether, te 
with the flight Addition of Truth, and Reaſon, and Juſtice, a 
it t will be able to weigh down Tale, and Wealth, and Power. I 
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” ſhould become a I hope, my Lords, the ſame 
; Occaſion will not often happen; and whenever it ſhall here- 
after occur, the Precedent of paſling the Bill will be much 
leſs dangerous than that of rejecting it. 
I hope it is not neceſſary to ſay more on this Occaſion; 
yet I cannot forbear to remind ſome Lords of the fatal Con- 
ſequences which, at critical Conjunctures, | they have often 
dreaded, or appeared to dread, from a Diſagreement of this 
Houſe with the Commons. At this Time, in which the 
Nation is engaged in War ; when the whole Continent is 
one general Scene of Diſcord and Confuſion; when the 
wiſeſt Counſels, the firmeſt Unanimity, and the molt vigo- 
rous Meaſures are apparently neceſſary, it might not be im- 
proper to reflect how unſeaſonably we ſhall irritate the Com- 
mons by rejecting this Bill; and how juſtly we ſhall exaſpe- 
nate the People, by ſhewing them that their Complaints and 
Remonſtrances are of no Weight; that they muſt expect the 
Redreſs of their Grievances from ſome other Power; and 
that we prefer the Impunity of one Man to the Happineſs 
and Safety of the Publick” “ 2 | 


The Earl of 1/ay ſpoke to the following Purpoſe : 
Lara, | 
As there has in this Debate been very frequent Mention 
of extraordinary Caſes, of new Modes of Wickedneſs, which 
require new Forms of Procedure, and new Arts of eluding 
Juſtice, which make new Methods of Proſecution neceſlary, 
I cannot forbear to lay before your Lordſhips my Senti- 
ments on this Queſtion ;- Sentiments not ſo much formed by 
Reflection as impreſſed by Experience, and which I owe 
not to any ſuperior Degree of Penetration into future Events, 
but to ſubſequent Diſcoveries of my own Errors. | 
I have obſerved, my Lords, that in every Collifion of 
Parties, that Occafion on which their Paſſions are inflamed 
is always termed an extraordinary Conjuncture, an impor- 
tant Criſis of Affairs; either becauſe Men affect to talk in 
ſtrong Terms of the Buſineſs in which they are engaged, 
for the ſake of aggrandizing themſelves in their own Opinion 
and that of the World, or becauſe the preſent Object ap- 
pears greateſt to their Sight by intercepting others, and that 
is imagined by them to be really moſt important in itſelf, 
by which their own Mind is moſt affected. | 
On theſe extraordinary Occaſions, my Lords, the Vic- 
torious have always endeavoured to ſecure their Conqueſt, 
and to gratify their Paſſions by new Laws; by Laws, even 
in the Opinion of thoſe by whom they are promoted, only 
1742 * juſtiſiable 
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new Rotation of Affairs given the Superiority to another 


Party, than another Law equally unreaſonable and equally 


new, is found equally neceſſary for a contrary Purpoſe, 
Thus is our Conſtitution violated by both, under the Pre. 
tence of ſecuring it from the Attack of each other, and 
laſting Evils have been admitted for the Sake of averting 
a temporary Danger. | 1.7 6b 

I have been too long acquainted with Mankind to 
charge any Party with Inſincerity in their Conduct, or to 
accuſe them of affecting to repreſent their Diſputes as mote 
momentous than they appeared in their own Eyes. I know, 
my Lords, how highly every Man learns to value that which 
he has long contended for, and how eaſily every Man pre- 
vails. upon himſelf to believe the Security of the Publick 
complicated with his own. I have no other Intention in 
theſe Remarks than to ſhew how Men are betray'd into a 
Concurrence in Meaſures, of which, when the Ardour of Op- 
poſition has ſubſided, and the imaginary Danger is paſt, 
they have very ſeldom failed to repent. ©: .: 

I do not remember, my Lords, any Deviation from 
the eſtabliſhed Order of our Conſtitution, which has not af- 
terwards produced Remorſe in thoſe that adviſed it. I have 
known many endeavour to obviate the Evils that might be 
produced by the Precedents which they have contributed to 
eſtabliſh, by publick Declarations of their Repentance, and 


Acknowledgments of their Error; and for my Part I take, 


this Opportunity of declaring, that tho' I have more thaw 
once promoted extraordinary Bills, I do not recollect one 
which I would not now oppoſe, nor one of which Experience 
_ not ſhewn me that the Danger is greater than the Be- 
mals. 5 13 2 3 

I have learned at length, my Lords, that our Conſtitu- 
tion has been ſo formed by the Wiſdom of our Anceſtors, 


that it is able to protect itſelf by its own Powers, without 


any Aſſiſtance from temporary Expedients, which, like ſome 
Kinds of Medieines in the human Body, may give it the 
Appearance of uncommon Vigour, but which in ſecret, prey 


upon its nobleſt Parts, and hurry it to a ſudden Decay 
* But none of all the Meaſures into which I have ſeen 


Parties precipitated, have I known parallel to the Bill which- 


is now defended in this Houſe ; a Bill which I hope we 
ſhalk have Reaſon to term the wildeſt Effort of miſguided * 
Zeal, and the moſt abſurd Proje& that the Enthuſiaſm of 


Faction ever produced. | 


* The particular Clauſes of this Bill have been already 


examined with great Acuteneſs and Penetration, and * 
| | a 
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al been ſhewn_to be abſurd. or uſeleſs. I. ſhaltheroſor An. x5 Geo, i 


only add this Obſervation, that the Indemnification, how- 


ever liberally offer'd, will be wholly at the Diſpoſal of thoſe wy 


who ſhall receive the Examinations 3 by whom, when ſuch 
Diſcoveries are not made as they may happen to expect, the 
Witneſſes may be charged with Reſerve and Inſincerity, 
and be proſecuted for thoſe Crimes which could never have 
been known but by their own Confeſſion. 
© It is not impoſſible, but that if the Bait of Indemnifi- 
cation ſhall be found inſufficient to produce [Teſtimonies a- 
gainſt the noble Perſon, a Bill of Pains and Penalties may 
be attempted to terrify thoſe who are too wiſe to be en- 
ſnared by ſpecious Promiſes ; for what may not be expected 
from thoſe who have already ſent their Fellow-Subje&s to 
Priſon, only for refuſing to accuſe themſelves. „is 
Nor can I diſcover, my Lords, how the moſt abandoned 
Villains will be hindered from procuring Indemnity by Per- 
jury, or what ſhall exclude a Conſpirator againſt the Life 
and Government of his Majeſty from Pardon, if he ſwears; 
that in a Plot for ſetting the Pretender on the Throne, he 
was aſſiſted by the Counſels of the Earl of Orford, 
It has indeed been in ſome Degree granted, that the 
Bill requires ſome Amendment, by propoſing that the ne- 
ceſſary Alterations may be made to ſuch Parts of it as ſhall 
appear defective to the Committee, which would indeed be 
highly expedient, if only ſome. particular Clauſes were ex- 
ceptionable; but, my Lords, the Intention of the Bill is 
cruel and oppreſſive; the Meaſures by which that Intention 
is promoted are contrary to Law, and without Precedent ; 
and the original Principle is falſe, as it ſuppoſes a Criminal 
previous to the Crime. 121 | | 
* It is urged as the moſt preſſing Argument by the Ad- 
vocates for the Bill, that it ought to be paſſed to gratify 
the People. I know not, my Lords, upon what Principles 
thoſe who plead ſo earneſtly for rigid Juſtice, can endeavour 
to influence our Deciſions by any other Motives ; or why 
they think it more equitable to ſacrifice any Man to the 
Reſentment of the People, than to the Malice of any ſingle. 
Perſon ; nor can conceive why it ſhould be thought leſs 
criminal to ſell our Voices for Popularity than for Prefer- 
ment. | | tio. : 
As this is therefore, my Lords, a Bill contrary to all 
former Laws, and inconſiſtent with itſelf ; as it only tends to 
produce a bad End by bad Means, and violates the Conſti- 
tution not to relieve but to oppreſs ; as the Parts ſingly con- 
ſidered are defective, and the whole grounded upon a falſe 
Principle ; it neither requires any longer Debate, * de- 
erves 


{ 174 1 | 
An. 15; Geo. II. a any farther Conſideration; it is rather to be deteſted 
I 742. than criticiſed, and- to be jetted We any ſuperfluous 
or ad Attempt for its Amendment.” 
The Queſtion being then put, Whether the Bill ed. 
committed ? It was reſoly'd in the Negative. || 


Content Not Content 922 
Proxies 21 * P roxies Pcs 
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5 Becauſe hs Rejefting of this Bill, founded, as we cons 
1 ceive, upon Reaſon and Juſtice, warranted by  Precedents, 
* authoriſed by Neceſſity, and called for by the general Voice 
| of the Nation, may appear a manifeſt Obſtruction to publick 
4 Juſtice, in the preſent great and important Caſe, and a moſt 
1 certain Defeat of it for the Future, in all Caſes of the like 
f Nature. 

IT. Becauſe it is an acoatioverted dnl of the Low 
of England, That the Publick has a Right * to every Man's 
Evidence, and yet, by the ſame Law, no Man is obliged to 
accuſe himſelf ; and as the Accomplices of Guilt are fre- 
quently the only Witneſſes of it, we conceive, that- both 
Prudence and Juſtice point out this Method of Impunity to 
Some, as abſolutely neceſſary towards diſcovering the Guilt 
of Others; and thereby diſſolving thoſe Confederacies, which, 
formed by common Guilt, can only ſubſiſt while they are 
cemented by common Danger. From theſe undeniable Prin- 
ciples we apprehend this Bill ought to have paſſed, in order 
to preſerve the — of the Publick, and the A 
Individuals. 

III. Becauſe this Bill is juſtified by many Bills of a nn 
ſtronger Nature, in Caſes of much leſs Conſequence to the 


E atbnd * 


| 

| | 
4 Publick, ſuch as the Caſes of Sir Thomas Coole, + the Ma- 
1 ſters in Chancery, I Sir Robert Sutton, 7. hompſon, and others, c 
T3 in ſome of which, the Perſons indemnified, in order to give a 
4 } their Evidence, were, at the ſame Time, compelled, under h 
18 ſevere Penalties, to give it. And as there is a Power not h 
M only of Indemnifying, but Rewarding, neceſſarily lodged in t 
4 the Crown, in order to bring Criminals to Juſtice, by Evi- t 
{9 dence known to, and within the Reach of the Laws, ſo we ü 
bu Were that in an Inquiry after Crimes, that may affe © 
| 4 the l 
3; W 
Jt b ll For the Proceedings of the Houſe of Commons in S of d. 
i} 1 this Bill's being rejected, See CHANDLER'S Hiſtory, Vol. XIII, fi 
"oo See before, p. 140. F 
ft + See TimBERLAND'S OY of the Houſe of Lords, vol 1. P. 
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the Being of the Whole, the People have a Right to the An. t5; Geo. It. 
Exertion of that Power with which the Legiſlature is un- 1742. 
doubtedly veſted, to come at ſuch Evidence as may make 
that Enquiry effectual to their future Security. nde 

IV. Becauſe the Legiſlature has exerciſed this Power in 
many Inſtances, relating to particular Branches of the Ne- 
venue, in order to prevent Frauds, the Perſons concerned in 
ſuch Frauds being not only indemnified, but rewarded alfo ; 
and for the private Utility of one Company, the Legiſlature, 
by the gth of King George the Firſt, after forbidding any 
Perſon to be concerned in promoting an Eafi-Ixdia Com- 
pany in the Auſtrian Netherlands, gives to our Eaft- India 
Company a Power to proſecute, by Bill in Chancery, or 
Court of Exchequer, any Perſon whom they ſhall ſuſpect, 
obliging ſuch Perſon to make Diſcovery upon Oath, tho | 
ſuch Diſcovery ſubjeRs him to a Forfeiture. As alſo for the 3 
better Diſcovery of Felonies the Legiſlature has thought fit | 
by an Act, 5th of Queen Anne, to pardon any Perſon not 
only of the Felony diſcovered, but of all other Felonies he has 
ever been guilty of, upon his making a Diſcovery of two 
Perſons who ſhall thereupon be convicted of any Burglary or | 
Felony, and that Diſcoverer is alfo intitled to a Reward. - 
V. Becauſe the rejecting this Bill may prove a dangerous 
Precedent of fatal Conſequence to this Conſtitution, ſince, 
whenever this Nation ſhall be viſited by a wicked Miniſter, 
thoſe who ſhall have ſerved him in defrauding and oppreſ- 
ſing the Publick, and in corrupting Individuals, will be 
furniſhed with an Excuſe for refufing their Evidence, their 
Danger will produce his Security, and he may enjoy with 
Sefety the Plunder of his Country; nay, we even a 
hend, that the rejecting of this Bill may be miſunderſtood 
by thoſe who can make any Diſcovery, as if this Houſe de- 
ſigned to diſcourage any Evidence whatſoever, that could 
affect the Perſon whoſe Conduct the Secret Committee was 
appointed, by the Houſe of Commons, to inquire into. A : | | 
Miniſter may be removed from his Place, and not from | 
his Power; * he may be removed from both, and nat from | 
the Favour of his Prince ; nay, he may be deprived of all 
three, and yet his Succeſſor may think his Intereſt and fu- 
ture Safety, and his Prince may imagine his Authority, con- 
cern'd in protecting him from either Puniſhment or Enquiry. 
In any of which Caſes all written Evidence, all Office-Proofs, 
will be ſecreted or refaſed ; and if verbal Evidence be ren- 
der'd impracticable too (which the rejecting of this BiH will 
furniſh a Precedent for ) we conceive we might as well have 
paſſed an Act of Indemnity to all future Miniſters. 
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An. 15. Geo. II. VI. Becauſe we can by no Means agree to the Arg: 
1742. rgument 


principally urged againſt this Bill, that there were not Proofs 


> of Guilt againſt: this Perſon ſufficient to juſtify the paſſing. it; 


whereas, in our humble Opinions, the Voice of the Nation, 
the Senſe of the other Houſe, and the lamentable Situation 


of this Kingdom, both at Home and Abroad, create Suſpi- 


cions which not only juſtify, but even call aloud for Inquiry; 
which Inquiry muſt neceſſarily prove ineffectual, unleſs: the 
proper Methods are taken to ſupport it, of which we appre- 


hend this Bill to be one, and a Proceeding ſo juſt, that no 


innocent Man would defire to avoid it, and no guilty one 
ought to eſcape it: Moreover the Reaſons aſſigned by the 
Perſons whoſe Bebaviour gave Riſe to this Bill, for refuſing 
their Evidence, is a ſufficient Implication that it would affect 
the Earl of Orford, ſince they admit it would affect them- 
ſelves. 1 | 1 Cond 
VII. Becauſe we conceive that the rejecting this Bill may 
create great Diſaffection in the Nation, to the Diminution 
of the Credit, and conſequently of the Authority of this 
Houſe, when the People find themſelves diſappointed in their 
juſt Expectations of having a ſtrict Inquiry made into the 
Conduct of the Earl of Orford, which they have ſo long 
called for in vain, and hoped they had at laſt obtained. 
Groaning under the undiminiſhed Load of National Debts 
and Taxes, notwithſtanding a long Peace; trembling under 
the Terrors of multiply'd Penal Laws ; deploring their fa- 
crificed Honour, and their neglected Intereſts ; the Balance 
of Europe overturned Abroad, and the Conſtitution endan- 
ger'd at Home ; they call for Inquiry ; they ſeek for Juſtice; 
they hope for Redreſs: The other Houſe has taken the pro- 
per Steps to anſwer theſe Expectations; the Inquiry begun 
there could only have been rendered effectual in one material 
Point by this Bill; which being rejected by this Houſe, from 
whence they expect Juſtice and Redreſs, we fear their blaſt- 


ed Hopes, which, for a Time, may ſeem ſunk into a flaviſh 


Deſpondency, may at laſt break out into Diſorders, more 
eaſy, poſſibly, to foreſee than to remedy. s 13 


Denbigh, Cheſterfield, Oxford and Mortimer, Bathurſf, 
Ward, Thanet, Foley, Aylesford, Weſtmoreland, Abing- 
don, Berkſhire, Gower, Northampton, Boyle, Coventry, 
Rockingham, Greenwich, R. Lincoln, Dunk- Halifax, 
Craven, Falmouth, Bedford, Cobham, Carliſle, - Ailef- 
bury, Sandwich, Litchfield, Beaufort, Shaftsbury, 
_ Leigh, St John, Hawverſham. | 


May 


. 9 » 5 
May 27. The Lord Biſhop of S: Aſapb “ was ordered to An. 15. Geo. II. 
preach before the Houſe on the 2gth, being the Reſtora- 1744. 
tion Day. _ 5 — 
June 1. The Bill For the better ſecuring the Trade and - agg Bill 
Navigation of this Kingdom in Time of War, being read a om. fer ſecur- 
ſecond Time, the Earl of Winchelſea ſtood up and ſpoke as ing Trade and 
follows: Pk 5 e Navigation in 
My Lords, W i ea a Time of War. 
« I know not by what Accident the numerous Defects p or Winchelſea. 
and general 1 of this Bill, have eſcaped the At- * 
. tention of the other Houſe; nor is there any Neceſſity for 
examining the Motives upon which it paſſed, or of enquirin 
whether its Reception was facilitated by the Popularity a 
the Title, the Influence and Authority of thoſe by whom it 
was propoſed, or the imaginary Defects of our preſent Re- 
gulations, which have been on ſome Occaſions repreſented 
to be ſuch as it is ſcarcely poſſible to change but for the better. 
© 'The maps, and Experience of thoſe who concur- 
red in ſending this Bill for your Lordſhips Approbation, can- 
not but produce ſome Degree of Prepoſſeſſion in its Favour; 
for how can it be imagined, my Lords, that Men of great 
Abilities and continual Opportunities of Obſervation, ſhould 
not be well verſed in Queſtions relating chiefly to their private 
Intereſt, and diſcover the neareſt Way to their own Succeſs ! 
And yet, my Lords, it will be found that their Saga- 
city has perbaps never ſo apparently forſaken them as on this 
Occaſion, that no Propoſition was ever laid before this Houſe, 
in which more contracted Motives were diſcovered, and that 
the Bill is ſuch as might rather have been peed from petty 
Traders unacquainted with the Situation of Kingdoms, the | 
Intereſts of Princes, the Arts of Policy, the Laws of their | 
own Country and the Conduct of former Wars, than by 
Merchants of extenſive Traffick, general Correſpondence, 
and great Attainments, | RISES | 
© Before I proceed, my Lords, to confirm the Character | 
of the Bill by a diſtin Conſideration of the particular Para- 
graphs, and an Enumeration of the ſeveral Improprieties and 
Defects which may be found in it, I think it not ſuperfluous | 
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, or unſeaſonable to remark one general Error, common to 
. this with all other Laws of the ſame kind, the Error of pre- 
„, ſeribing Rules to Military Operations, of attempting to fix 
, what is in its own Nature variable, as it muſt depend u 

f external Cauſes to which the Britiſ Legiſlature has yet found 
„ no Means of extending its Authority. 


To direct, upon remote Conjectures and uncertain Pro- 
ſpects, the Conduct of a Commander, is, in my Opinion, 
Vor. VIII. | 2 | mg 

. * Doctor Madox, 


( 178 ) ls = 
An. 15. Geo, II. my Lords, not more rational than to trace upon a Chart the 
1742 Courſe of a Ship, and pronounce it criminal to deviate from 
it. The one ſuppoſes a Foreknowledge of the Motions of 
the Wind, and the other of the Councils of our Enemies, 
nor can any thing be expected from ſuch Regulations but 
Overthrow and Diſgrace. I believe, my Lords, that in run- 
ning over the Hiſtories of the World, and examining the 
Originals of the mightieſt Empires, and the ſudden Revolu- 
tions which have been produced by the overpowering Tor- 
rents of War, which at different Periods of Time have ſw 
the Powers of the Earth before them, it wil be found that 
all rapid Conqueſts and ſudden Extenſions of Empire have 
been effected by Sovereign Princes at the Head of Armies 
which acted only by immediate Command; that few memor- 
able Actions have been performed by delegated Commander, 
and that of thoſe few whoſe Names have deſcended to Poſte- 
rity, thoſe have generally been moſt ſucceſsful who were in- 
veſted with the largeſt Powers, who acted without Controul, 
and were at Liberty to ſnatch every Opportunity, and im- 
prove every favourable Conjuncture, without any Necefſlity 
of communicating their Schemes, of waiting for. the Reſult 
of tedious Deliberations, or of Soliciting a Relaxation of 
former Order s. W : 

But, my Lords, though perhaps all poſitive Preſcriptions 
of the Conduct of Military Undertakings have a Tendeney 
rather to obſtruct than promote Succeſs, yet as they may be 
drawn up with different Degrees of Wiſdom and Sagacity, 
they may have a greater or leſs Appearance of Uſefulneſs 
and Reaſon. Such as have been well concerted may afford 
uſeful Hints, though they ought not to be enacted with indif- 
penſable Obligations. And to conſider even thoſe in which 
leſs Proofs of Skill and Foreſight can be diſcovered, may 
have at leaſt this Advantage, that the Propoſals may not be 
ſpeedily repeated, nor our Counſels embarraſſed with abſurd 
Expedients. I ſhall therefore lay before your Lordſhips wy, 
Opinion of every Paragraph, and ſhew what are the ObjeQi- 
ons which may be raiſed both to the whole Bill in general, 

and to its particular Clauſes. 

To the Bill in general, it muſt be objected, that it is 
filled with vague Expreſſions, and Ideas ſo indeterminate, 
that no Man can tell when he has obeyed it. Here are many 
Rules ordered to be obſerved when there ſhall be no juſt and 
ſufficient Reaſon for neglecting them, and ſome Operations: | 
to be performed as often as there ſhall be Occaſion, and Ships 
are to cruiſe in a certain Latitude, unleſs there is a Neceſſity 
of employing them elſewhere. i | | 
Did not the Title pf this Bill, my Lords, give ps _ 
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Claim to a ſerious Conſideration, and did not the Integrity Au. 15. Ces. Il. 
and Capacity of thoſe by whom it was drawn up, exempt 
them from Contempt and Ridicule, I ſhould be inclined to 


treat a Law like this with ſome Degree of Levity ; for who, 
my Lords, can be ſerious when his Conſent is deſired to a 
Bill, by which it is enacted, that Men ſhall act on certain 
Occaſions as they ſhall think moſt expedient ? | 

Nor is this, my Lords, the only Inſtance of Precipi- 
tancy and Want of Conſideration, for many of the Injuncti- 
ons are without any penal Sanction; ſo that though we ſhould 
paſs this Bill with the greateſt Unanimity, we ſhould only 
declare our Opinion, or offer our Advice, but ſhoald make 
no Law, or what, with regard to the Purpoſes of Govern- 
ment, is the ſame, a Law which may be broken without 
Danger. | iba e Fees 

0 Bat general Objections, my Lords, will naturally pro- 
duce general Evaſions, and a Debate may be prolonged with- 
out producing any clear View of the Subject, or any ſatiſ- 
factory Deciſion of a ſingle Queſtion: I ſhall therefore en- 
deavour to range my Objections in Order, and by examining 
ſingly every Paragraph of the Bill, ſhew the Weakneſs of 
ſome Expedients, the Superfluity of others, and the general 
Unfitneſs of the whole to produce the Protection and Securi- 
ty intended by it. RY | | 

In the firſt Clauſe alone may be found Inſtances of all 
the Improprieties which I have mentioned to your Lordſhips : 
It is propoſed that in a Time of War between this Kingdom 
and any other State, ſuch a Number of Ships ſhall be em- 


ployed as Cruizers or Convoys in the Channel, as the Admi- 


ralty ſhall judge moſt proper for that Purpoſe. What. is this, 
my Lords, but to continue to the Admiralty the Power which 
has been always executed? What is it but to enact that the 
Ships ſhall be ſtation'd in Time of War as the Commiſſio- 
ners of the Admiralty ſhall determine and direct? 


Of theſe Ships, it is further enacted, that they ſhall be 


careened three times a Year, or oftener if there ſhall be Oc- 
caſion ; but it is not declared who ſhall judge of the Neceſ- 
ſity of careening, or who ſhall be puniſhed for the Neglect 
of it when it is requiſite, or for the Permiſſion or Command 
of it when it is ſuperfluous. n 

There is yet another Regulation, my Lords, in this 
Clauſe, which ought not to be paſſed without Remark. It 
is provided, that the Sailors employed in the Cruizers and 
Convoys in the Channel, ſhall not be turned over but to other 
Cruizers and Convoys, by which I ſuppoſe it was intended, 
that our Outgards ſhould be prevented from being weakened, 
and that our Merchants ſhould never be deſtitute of Protection; 

1742, | Z 2 an 


1742. 


| 

| 
| 
| 


; ; ( 180) & 
An. 15. Geo, II. an End truly laudable, and which deſerves to be promoted 
1742 by ſome Eſtabliſhment better concerted. The Expedient 
now propoſed, ſeems to have been contrived upon the Suppo- 
ſition, that the Admiralty may not always be very folicitous 
for the Safety of the Merchants, and that therefore it is neceſ- 
ſary to ſeeure them by a Law from the Danger of being de- 
prived of Protection; for upon the preſent Eftabliſhment, 
the Removal of Men from one Ship to another muſt be made 
by the Permiſſion of the Admiralty, and when the Right of 
ſuch Permiſſion ſhall by this Law be taken away, what new 
Security will the Merchants obtain? The Admiralty will 
ſtill have the Power, though not of turning over the Men, 
yet of recalling the Ships, and Commerce ſuffer equally in 
either Caſe. 415} 92:5 Words 
. By the ſecond Clauſe, my Lords, there is ſtill a Power 
reſerved to the Admiralty, of diſmiſſing theſe Guardians of 
Commerce from their Stations, and employing them in Caſe 
of great Neceſſity in the Line of Battle, on this Side Cape 
Finiſterre. Not to cavil, my Lords, at the Term of great 
Neceſſity, of which it is apparent that the Commiſſioners of 
the Admiralty are to judge, I would defire to be informed 
what Meaſures are to be taken, if a Royal Navy ſhould 
unluckily rove beyond this Cape which is marked ont as the 
utmoſt Bound of the Power of the Admiralty, and ſhould 
there be reduced to the Neceſſity of engaging deſperately 
with a ſuperior Force, or retiring ignominiouſly before it, 
Are not our Ships to paſsa ſingle League beyond their Limits, 
in the Honour or Preſervation of their Country? Are they 
to lye unactive within the Sound of the Battle, and wait for 
their Enemies on this Side the Cape ? 8 
* The third Clauſe, my Lords, is, if not abſurd like the 
former, yet ſo imperfectly drawn np, that it can produce no 
Advantage; for of what Uſe will it be to ftation an Officer 
where his Majeſty ſha!l think fit? At all the Royal Docks 
there are Officers already ſtationed, and in any other Place 
what can an Officer deputed by his Majeſty do more than 
hire Workmen, who will as chearfully and as diligently ſerve 
any other Perſon ? And why may not the Captain of the 
Veſſel procure Neceſſaries for Money without the Aſſiſtance 
of a Commiſſioner? Ws 
* In the Fourth Clauſe, my Lords, nothing is propoſed 
but what is every Day practiſed, nor any Authority confer- 
red upon the Court of Admiralty than that which it always 
: poſſeſſed, puniſhing thoſe who diſobey their Orders. The 
Proviſion againſt the Crime of wilfully ſpringing a Maſt is 
at leaſt uſeleſs ; for when did any Man admit that he ſprung 
his Maſt by Defign? Or why ſhould it be imagined that ſuch 
an 
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an Act of Wickedneſs, fuch flagrant Breach of Truſt and An. 15. Geo. II. 
. 


apparent Deſertion of Duty, would in the preſent State of 
the Navy eſcape the ſevereſt Puniſhment ? Would not all 
the Officers and Mariners on board the Ship ſee that ſuch a 
Thing was wilfully done? Would not they cry out You 
are ſpringing the Maſt, and prevent it, or diſcover the 
Crime, and demand Puniſhment ? 185 
« The fifth Clauſe, my Lords, is without any penal Sanc- 
tion, and therefore cannot be compulſive, nor is any Thing 
of Importance propoſed in it, which is not already in the 
Power of the Parliament. Either Houſe may now demand an 
Account of the Stations and Employments of the Ships of 
War ; nor does the Parliament now omit to examine the Con- 
duct of our Naval Affairs, but becauſe our Attention is di- 
verted by more important Employ ments, which will not by 
this Bill be contracted or facilitated. . | 
The Uſe of the Proviſion in the fixth Clauſe, my Lords, 
Jam not able to conceive ; for to what Purpoſe, my Lords, 
ſhould the Ships appointed for any particular Service be no- 
minated at any ſtated Time? What Conſequence can ſuch 
Declarations of our Deſigns produce, but that of informing 
our Enemies what Force they ought to provide againſt us? 
In War, my Lords, that Commander has generally been 


eſteemed moſt prudent, who keeps his Deſigns moſt ſecret, 


and aſſaults the Enemy in an unguarded Quarter with ſupe- 
rior and unexpected Strength. 855 | 

In the ſeventh Clauſe, many Regulations are preſcribed 
to the Commanders of thoſe Ships which are appointed to 


convoy the trading Veſſels. Theſe Regulations, my Lords, 


are not all equally unreaſonable, but ſome of them are ſuch as 
it may on many Occaſions be impoſlible for the Commanders 
of his Majeſty's Ships to obſerve in ſuch a Manner, as that 
the Maſters of Merchant Ships may not imagine themſelves 
neglected or forſaken. The Captain of the Convoy may be 


therefore harraſſed by them with Proſecutions, in which it 


may be difficult to make his Innocence appear. The Con- 
voy may be ſometimes accuſed of deſerting the Traders, 
when the Traders in reality have forſaken the Convoy, in 
Confidence that they ſhould either arrive ſafe at the Port 
without Protection, or be able if they ſhould happen to fall 
into the Enemies Hands, to charge their Misfortune upon 
the Negligence of their Protector. 

© The eighth Clauſe, my Lords, is ſo far from being ſuch 
as might be expected from Merchants, that it ſeems rather 


to have been drawn up by Men who never ſaw the Sea, nor 


heard of the Violence of a Storm : For who that had the 
lighteſt Idea of the Uncertainty and Hazard of a Sailor's 
| | Condition, 


— — 


— 


— — — — Brig => N = _ 
_ 5 a= Go he LED == =. 


l 
y rr 5 
= a. ry — — —— 


1 
g 
U 
4 
i 
1 N 
} 2 
4 
i 
þ 
| 
[ 7 
h : 
| 4 
T 6 
TK 
' * 4 
12.8 
uw 4 
4 VI? 
ih 
14 11 
l 4 
i 3 
* 
1 
io 
[ 4 
i 
! « 
| 5 4 
i 
F * 
[1 4 
i it 
Y A 
* 1 
0 
4 
. 
| N 
+. „ 
1 af 
1 
12 
1 
0 
'q ' 
. 
74 
: 
1 $ 
K 
1 
. * 
1 
'4 


— ET IE 
— — 


1742. 


1 :} 


An. 15, Geo. II. Condition, who that had been ever told of a Shipwreck, or 


but looked on the Pictures of Naval Diſtreſs, would pro- 
poſe that no Ship ſhould retire to a Harbour, or quit 1 0 
Station to which it was aſſigned, on any Pretence whatſo- 
ever, without Permiſſion, which ſometimes could not be 
obtained in many Months, and which never could be re- 
ceived ſoon enough to allow of a Remedy for ſudden Diſa- 
ſters or preſling Calamities. It might with equal Reaſon 
be enacted, that no Man ſhould extinguiſh a Fire without 
an AR. of Parliament, or repel a Thief from his Window 
without a Commiſſion of Array. 

It is happy, my Lords, that this Clauſe is not enforced 
by a Penalty, and therefore can never. have the obli 
Sanction of a Law; but ſince it may reaſonably be ſuppoſed, 
that the Authors of it intended that the Obſervation ſhould 
be by ſome Means or other enjoined, let us examine how 


much Security it would add to our Navigation, and hew 


much Strength to our naval Power, if the Breach of it had 
been made capital, which is in itſelf by no Means unreaſon- 
able; for what Puniſhment leſs than Death can ſecure the 
Obſervation of a Law, which, without the Hazard of Life, 
cannot be obeyed? ? 

* Let us therefore, my Lords, ſuppoſe a Crew of gallant 
Sailors ſurprized in their Cruize by ſuch a Hurricane as-is 
frequent in the Veſt India Seas, which the higheſt Perfection 
of Skill, and the utmoſt Exertion of Induſtry has ſcarcely. 
enabled them to eſcape, let us conſider them now with their 
Maſts broken, their Ship ſhattered, and their Artillery thrown 
into. the Sea, unable any longer either to. oppoſe an Enemy, 
or to reſiſt the Waves, and yet forbidden to approach the 
Land, and cut off from all Poſlibility of Relief, till they 
have repreſented their Diſtreſs to ſome diſtant Power, and 
received a gracious Permiſſion to ſave their Lives. 

« Miſery like this, my Lords, admits no Exaggeration, 
nor need ] dwell long on the Abſurdity of eſtabliſhing Re- 
gulations which cannot be obſerved, and which if they were 
enforced by any Sanctions proportioned, as all penal Sanctions 

ought to be, to the Temptations of violating them, muſt 
drive all our Sailors into F oreign Service, or urge them, u 
the firſt Diſtreſs, to Defiance of Law, and fill the Veſt Indies 
with Pyrates and with Rebels. 

By the ninth Clauſe, my Lords, nothing is propoſed 


but a Relaxation of the preſent Diſcipline. It requires, that 


the Commanders of Ships of War ſhall ſend only once in 
ſix Months thoſe Accounts of their Conduct and their Ser- 
vice, which they are at preſent obliged to tranſmit by every 
Ship that returns from the * Indies; ſo that by paſing 
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this Bill, we ſhall only be diſabled from receiving regular An. 15.Geo. II. 
and ſeaſonable Informations of the Tranſactions of our diſtant 1742. 
Squadrons and Colonies, ſhall be diſturbed with groundleſs = 


Suſpicions, and tortured with unneceſſary Suſpenſe. 

« I have arrived at length at the laſt Clauſe, a Clauſe, my 
Lords, worthy to be the concluding Paragraph of a Bill 
like this; a Clauſe in which the Power of the Admiralty is 
communicated to the Governors of our Colonies; Men, my 
Lords, not hitherto much celebrated for their ſuperior Wil- 
dom, Moderation, or Integrity, of whom at leaſt it is no 


Reproach to aſſert, that they are known to be for the moſt _ 


part wholly unacquainted with Maritime Affairs, and very 
little famed for Military Knowledge, and of whom it is a- 
bove all to be conſidered, that they generally commence 
Merchants at their Arrival in the ft nates, and may 
more probably direct Ships ſent to guard the Colonies, to 
Stations in which they may preſerve their own Veſſels, than 
to thoſe where they may contribute moſt to the general Se- 
curity of Trade. WY 5 

* Thus, my Lords, I have examined without Prejudice 
every Paragraph of this Bill, and believe that from the Ob- 
jections which I have made, it appears now plainly to your 
Lordſhips that all the Regulations, which are of any uſe, 
are ſuch as are already eſtabliſhed by long Cuſtom, or by 
former. Statutes; and ſuch therefore as is unneceſſary to 
mention in a new Law ; and that whatever is here to be 
found new is abſard, unintelligible or pernicious. 

This Bill, my Lords, is faid to be founded on the Act 
made, for the ſame Purpoſe, in the Wars of Queen 
Anne, but I cannot forbear to obſerve that the original Law, 
tho' not one of thoſe to which much of the Succeſs of that 
War is to be aſcribed, was drawn up with more Diſcern- 
ment than the Bill before us. It was at leaft intelli- 
gible ; the Number of Cruizers was limited, and it was 
therefore poſſible to know when it was obeyed ; but of this 
Bill I can confidently aſſert, that as no Man can underſtand, 
ſo no Man can obſerve it. 5 

© | have ſpoken more largely, my Lords, on this Occa- 
fon, becauſe this Bill relates particularly to my preſent Em- 
ployment, in which as I deſire to do my Duty I deſire to 
know it ; and ſurely I cannot be condemned by your Lord- 
ſhips for oppoſing a Bill of which the only Tendency is to 
make my Province difficult, to render one Part of my Office 
inconſiſtent with another, and engage me in the Task of ſu- 
perintending the Execution of impracticable Meaſures. 

* What Influence my Arguments will have upon your 
Lordſhips, I cannot foreſee, As every Man flatters himſelf 

| that 


| ( 184 ) | 
An. 15. Geo. II. that his own Opinions are right, I hope to find this Houſe, 
1742. concurring in my Sentiments; but whatever may be che 
oy Determination of your Lordſhips, I am ſo fully convinced of 
the pernicious Tendency of this Bill, and the Embaraſſments 
which muſt be produced by an Attempt to execute it, that 
if it be not rejected by this Houſe, I ſhall willingly reſign 
my Office to others of more Courage or of greater Abilities ; 
for I can have no Hopes of performing my Duty under theſe 


| f ö Reſtrictions, either to my own Honour, or to the Advantage 
| | of my Country. / 5 
| D. of Beafora, - The Duke of Bedford ſpoke next to the following EfeQ : 
4 . My Lords, WE | 


| © Though the noble Lord has produced very ſpecious Ar- 
i | | guments againſt every Paragraph of the Bill before us, and 
oe though many of his Obſervations are juſt, and ſome of his 
i Objections not eaſily to be anſwered, yet I cannot admit that 
it it will produce thoſe fatal Conſequences which he ſeems to 
2 foreſee, nor am I yet convinced that it will be either pernici- 
| 1 ous or uſeleſs. = _— 
IIt has always, my Lords, been the Practice of this Houle, 
to attend to every Propoſal for the publick Advantage, to con- 
ſider it without any Regard to the Character of thoſe by 
whom it is offered, and to approve or reject it upon no other 
Motives than thoſe of Juſtice and Reaſon. 1 
The ſame Equity and Prudence has always influenced 
your Lordſhips to diſtinguiſh between the ſeveral Parts of 
the ſame Bill, to reject thoſe Expedients, of which however 
lauſible, either Experience or Reaſon may diſcover the 
mpropriety, and to retain thoſe from which any real Bene- 
fit can reaſonably be expected. We ſhould never throw away 
Gold becauſe it is mingled with Droſs, or refuſe io promote 
the Happineſs of the Nation, becauſe the Expedients which 
were offered for that End happened to be conjoined with 
ſome others of a diſputable Nature. | 
By the Proſecution of this Method, a Method, my Lords, 
too rational and juſt to be negleQed or forgotten, I doubt 
not but this Bill, which as I ſhall readily admit, is not yet 
perfect, may be improved into a Law, from which the Na- 
tion will receive great Advantages, by which our Trade will 
be extended, and our Riches encreaſed. 8 
Many of the Clauſes, my Lords, may, in my Opinon, 
admit of an eaſy Vindication, others may be amended by 
very ſlight Alterations, and very few are either wholly uſe- 
leſs, or maniteſily improper. PE: 
The chief Defe&t of the firſt Clauſe, is ſuch, that the 
noble Lord has, by declaring his Piſapprobation of it, gi. 
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R 
ven a very uncommon Proof of his E 


neſs and Moderation; for it is imperfe& only by placing too 


much Confidence in the Admiralty, which is left in full 


Power to determine the Number of Cruizers ih of near the 
Channel and Soundings. s. 
The noble Lord has remarked, that the AQ of Queen 
Ame, on which the preſent 10 is founded, exacted a deter- 
minate Number of Ships to be employ d in this particular 
Service, and that it was therefore more prudently drawn up 
than the preſent Bill. But I cannot ſee the Wiſdom of di- 
miniſhing the Authority of the Lord High Admiral, for had 
that Action been extended in the ſame Manner to other Ser- 
vices, it would have left him. only the Name and Shadow of 
an Office without Power and without Uſe.  _ 
This Clauſe, my Lords, rightly underſtood, is only a 
Declaration of Confidence in his Majeſty's Officers, an. evi- 
dent Confeſſion of their Abilities to diſcern the Tntereſt of the 
Publick, and of their Zeal for the Proſecution of it. 
With as little Reaſon, my Lords, can it be objected, 
that the Ships are required to be careened three times a Year. 
The Neceſſity of careening frequently thoſe Ships of which 
the chief Uſe ariſes from their Swiftneſs, every Sailor can 
declare to your Lordſhips ; nor will any Man whom his Em- 
ployments or his Amuſements have made acquainted with 
Navigation alledge that any Thing is propoſed in the Bill 
which it would not be detrimental to the publick Service to 
negiet. „ e 
91 has been objected by the noble Lord, that they are 
directed to be careened ner, i there be Occafion, Terms 
by which a diſcretionary Power is implied, of which yet it 
does not appear in whoſe Hands it is lodged. Let us conſi- 
der, my Lords, what Inconvenience can ariſe from the 
Clauſe as it now ſtands, and what Corruption or Negligence 
can be encouraged by it 1 
The diſcretionary Right of bringing the Ship into the 
Ports to be careened oftner than thrice a Year, muſt be with - 
out Controverſy placed in the Captain; for none but thoſe 
that are in the Ship can diſcover the Neceſſity of careening 
it, or know the Inconveniencies that are produced by the 
Adheſion of extraneous Subſtances to its Sides and Bottom. 
« I own, my Lords, it may be objected, that every Cap- 
ain will by this Clauſe be furniſhed with an Excuſe for de- 
ſerting his Station at Pleaſure ; that under Pretence of un- 
common Ardour to purſue the Enemy, he may waſte his 
Time in endleſs-Preparations for Expeditions ; that he may 
loiter in the Port to careen his Ship, that, before it is foul, 
he may bring it back again, and employ the Crew in the 
Vol. VIII. Rs N ſame 


* 
| 
| 


| 13. Geo, II. 


A nt = 


— 


A 


- — —́——— dr ES — rn 
— == 2 = — Gm — > — 2 2 — 


* _— 
—_— 2 — 
© 


| a th i - 
A r 9 TR e * 
— 2 — K — 7 9 
— 8 — * 4 1 3 — = 
a 2 
— i - b1. £4 Pl — * 
— —— —_—. a 


3 — 


3 - © 47 — . — — 3 SZ x 2 
_ —— 2 . — 2 2 223 1 — — 
2 — — — -> 2 EO NTT : 
* - TO Cry rr fn FF ˙ PEE Nethogg ne 9 x — 
% 4 x. Ar 5 * 2 " y . 
22 I 1 * — 4 — M L * 
— 4.4 - - — — — — _— — — 4 - = * 
10 


186 ) 


An. 15. Geo. II. fame Operation, and that our Merchants may be taken zt 


1742 "RJ 


the Mouth of the Harbours in which our Ships of War lie 
to be careened. | * | „ OO. 
Fut, my Lords, it is to be remembred, that in the third 
Clauſe a Commiſſioner is appointed, by whom Accounts are 
regularly to be tranſmitted to the Admiralty of the Arriva 
and Departure of every Ship, and by whom the Conduct ol 
every Captain is to be inſpected, and that he may eaſily def 
tet ſuch Commanders, as ſhall cateen their Ships only for 
the Sake of deſerting their Stationns. 
Nor can the Merchants ſuffer by any Negligence or Cor- 
ruption of the Captains, becauſe it is intended that the Place 
of every Ship returning into Port ſhall be ſupplied by ano. 
ther, and: that the ſame Number ſhall be always in the ſame 
Station, unleſs ſome more important Service makes them more 
neceſſary in another Place. „ 

This Proviſo, my Lords, a Proviſo undoubtedly reſo- 
nable, is eſtabliſhed in the ſecond Clauſe, but has not had 
the good Fortune to eſcape the Cenſure of the noble Lord, 
who has enquired, What muſt be the Conduct of the Com- 
manders of cruizing Veſſels, if a Sea Fight ſhould happen 


beyond the Cape which they are in this Clauſe forbidden to 


aſs ? C 8 \ , 

a * That the Clauſe may admit of Expreſſions not only 
more- proper, but more agreeable to the Intention of thoſe 
by whom it was drawn up I cannot deny; for I ſuppoſe it 
to be very far from their deſign to limit the Operations of 
our Navy to any Part of the Ocean, and I ain confident that 
they meant only that the Cruizers ſhould nct be diſpatched 
to ſuch a Diſtance from their Stations, as that our © Coaſts 
ſhould be left long unguarded, or the Enemy have Time 
to collect his Forces, aud pour his Navies or his Privateers 
upon our defenceleſs Traders. : + 2% nw 
© If by the Commiſſioners mentioned in the third Clauſe 
be intended a new Swarm of Officers, the Propofition is ſuch 
as I confeſs my ſelf very far from approving, for it will be 
to very little Purpoſe that we protect the Trade, if we in- 
vent new Commiſſioners to devour its Profits; nor can we 
hope for any other Conſequence from additional Wealth, 
if it be procured by increaſing the Influence of the Crown, 
but that we ſhould become a more tempting Prey to the 

Harpies of a Court. | 1 
But, my Lords, to accompliſh all that is intended by 
this Clauſe, there is not any Need of new Officers, for there 
are not many Ports in which Ships of War can be commodi- 
ouſly careened, and there is perhaps not one which can be 
uſed for that Purpole, in which there is not —_— 
| * cer 


are rod ... Co: ca.” 'na 6 7 


: 
| 


| 
| 
| 


„ 


Officer of the Crown, whoſe Employmen allows him Lei- An. 15. Geo, II. 
ſure ſufficient for the Execution of a new Charge, and 774% _ 
whoſe preſent Salary will afford an ample Recompence for — V 


ſome caſual Addition of Employment. | 8 77 
The fourth Clauſe, in which it is provided, that no Com- 
mander ſhall wilfully ſpring his Maſt, or deſert his Station, 
is ſuch as I ſhould be willing, with the noble Lord, to think 
unneceſſary, but muſt appeal to your Lordſhips whether the 
late Conduct of the Convoys has not too evidently ſhown the 
Defect of our preſent Eſtabliſhment. | | 


© The Injuries, my Lords, which the Publick may ſuffer 


by the Negligence of the Commanders of the Ships of War, 
are ſuch as it is worthy of the Legiſlature to obviate with 
the atmoſt Caution, and therefore it is by no means impro- 
per to enact a Puniſhment for thofe who ſhall upon any falſe 
Pretences leave their Station; for though ſuch Negle& of 
Duty is, in the preſent State of our naval Eſtabliſhment, con- 


ſidered as diſreputable and irregular, yet it does not appear 


that it has been cenſured with the Deteſtation which it de- 


ſerves, or puniſhed with the Severity neceſſary to its Preven+ 


tion, | : 

* It is obſerved, my Lords, with Relation to the follow- 
ing Paragraph, that either Houſe may at preſent require Ac- 
counts of the Conduct of the Captains of the Navy, and that 
therefore it is unneceſſary to provide by any new Law, that 
they ſhall be laid before them, bat if it be conſidered, my 
Lords, how many Enquiries which we have a Right-to make, 
are Year after Year conſtantly omitted ; and how many may 
be excited by Curioſity to read Accounts which lie before 
them, who yet will not move the Houſe to demand the Ac- 
counts, or engage in the Debate, which ſuch a Motion may 
produce, it will not be thought unneceſſary to provide that 
they ſhall be ſubject to Examination without the Formality 
of a regular Vote. 12 We bs Fora 

As to the ſixth Clauſe, my Lords, which regards the 
Nomination of Convoys at a certain Time, I can diſcover no 
reaſonable ObjeRions to ſuch a Proviſion, or none that can 
preponderate againſt the Advantages which may ariſe from 
it. By the certain Eſtabliſhment of Convoys, the Value of 
Inſurance may be nearly fixed, Merchants will know what 
Confidence is to be repoſed in the Force of the Ships, and, 
what they have perhaps had of late equal Reaſon to examine, 


how much Truſt can be placed in the Fidelity of the Com- 


manders. | | 
* The Nomination of Convoys, my Lords, is in my Opi- 
nion more likely to affright our Enemies and to deter their 
Attempts, than to encourage them by the Information which ie 
I FT 2 | will 


. as 


IR 1.5 2 
| An. 1. Geo. 11. will afford them; for npcbing but our own Negligence can 
14. conceal from us the naval Strength of any Power on Earth 


pointed for their Defence. 3 
I come now, my Lords, to the ſeventh Clauſe, and ſure- 

1 ly to aſcertain the Duties of the Captains to whoſe Protecij· 
bY | | on our trading Veſlels are intruſted, cannot appear ſuper- 
3 fluous to any of your Lordſhips who have read the Liſts of 
| | | our Loſſes, heard the Complaints of our Merchants, or made 
nt any Enquiry into the Conduct of our Sea Captains. There 
bu is, I fear, too much Reaſon to believe, that ſome of them 
1 have, with premeditated Deſign, deſerted the Traders in 
= Places where they have known them moſt expoſed to the In- 
$3 curſions of the Enemy, and it is to the laſt Degree evident 

1 | that others haye manifeſted ſuch Contempt of the Merchant, 
and ſuch a Diſregard of their Intereſt, as may moſt juſtly 
q expoſe them tothe Suſpicion of very criminal Negligence, of 
J Negligence which no Community can be too watchful againſt, 
| or too ſeverely puniſh. T . 

It has been affirmed by the noble Lord, that it is not 


o | — and we may always, while we are careful to preſerve gur 
| Maritime Superiority, protect our Merchants ſo powerfully, 
= | that none of our Enemies ſhall be incited to attack them by 
oe | the Knowledge of the Number and Force of the Ships ap- 


— 5 = 


Wein. —— — 


equitable to ſubject the Commanders of Convoys to Penalties 
| for the Loſs of the trading Veſſels, which may perhaps ei- 

Wi ther raſhly or negligently quit their Protection. That it is 
8 not reaſonable to ſubject them to Penalties is undoubted- 


F 


ly true; but my Lords, it is far from being equally certain, 
| that it is not juſt to expoſe them to a Trial, in a Caſe in 
if which it muſt almoſt impoſſible to determine falſely ; in 
| a Caſe where the Crews of perhaps twenty Ships may he 
| called as Witneſſes of their Conduct, and where none but 
ö thoſe whoſe Ships are loſt can be under the leaſt Temptation 
| to offer a falſe Teſtimgny againſt them. | 1 
| 
| 
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* On this Occaſion, my Lords, it may not be improper to 
obviate the Objection produced by the ſeeming Omiſſion of 
penal Sanctions, which is only another Proof of mpg 
Confidence in the Officers. of the Admiralty, who have a 
ready the Power, allowed to Military Courts, of proceedi 
againſt thoſe who ſhall deviate from their Orders. Thi 
Power, which is in a great . diſcretionary, it was - 
thought improper to limit, by aſcertaining the Puniſhment 
of Crimes, which ſo many Circumſtances may aggravate or 
diminiſh ; and therefore, in my Opinion, this Clauſe is far 
from being ſo defective as the noble Lord repreſented it. 

The three laſt Clauſes, by which the Ships ip the Weſ- 
Naies are prohibited to leave their Station, by which it is -\ 
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quired that Accounts ſhould be once in ſix Months tranſmit- An. 25. Geo. I. 
ted to the Admiralty, and by which the Captains areſubjefted 1746. 
to the 2 of 1 . are in 
my Opinion juſtly to ured. The is impoſſible to 
oy the ſecond is unneceſſary, and the third will 
probably produce more Inconveniences than Benefits. - 

Thus, my Lords, I have endeavoured to ſhow that this 
Bill, though not perfect, is yet ſuch as with ſome Emendati- 
ons may produce great Advantages to the Traders of this 
Empire. For though, it is undoubtedly a juſt Obſervation, 
that the Succeſs of Military Attempts cannot be promoted by 
rigid Reſtriftions and minute Regulations, yet it is equally 
certain, that no Nation has yet. been fo fortunate as to be 
ſerved by Men of Integrity ſuperior to Laws, or of Wiſdom 
ſuperior to Inſtructions, and every Government has found 
it neceſſary to direct the Conduct of its Officers by general 
Rules, though they have been allowed to comply with par- 
ticular Circumſtances, and to give way to ſudden - Accidents. 

I think it therefore, my Lords, neceſſary to propoſe that 
this Bill ſhall be more particularly examined in a Com- 
mittee, that after having received the neceſſary Explanati- 
ons and Amendments, it may be referred again to the other 


Houſe. | 


The Lord Delaxvar ſpoke next. | | ' Lid Delawar, 
My Lord's, | | | 3 
The Noble Duke has, by his Arguments in favour of 
this Bill, given a very eminent Proof of great Abilities, he 
has ſhewn every Clauſe in that Light, which may leaſt ex- 
poſe to View its Improprieties and Defects, but has at length 
only ſhown that it is not impoſſible to make a uſeful Law, 
for the Purpoſes mentioned in the Title of this Bill; not 
that any of the Expedients now propoſed will afford the de- 
fired Advantage to the Publick, or obviate any of the In- 
conveniencies of which the Traders have been ſo long and ſo 
importunately complaining. 5 | 

* This Bill, my Lords, is indeed founded upon a Law 
made in a Reign celebrated for the Wiſdom of our Conduct 
| and the Succeſs of our Arms, but it will not, I ſuppoſe, be 
| aſſerted, that nothing was even in that Period ill conducted; 
5 nor will it be an Argument, ſufficient for the Juſtification of 
an Expedient, that it was practiſed in the victorious Reign 

of Queen Anne. LET 2 he 
* If we inquire into the Conſequences of that Law, we 
ſhall find no Inducements to revive it on this or any future 
Occaſion. For it had no other Effect than that of expoſ- 
ing us to our Enemies by dividing our Forces; a Diſadvan- 
| | | tage 


- 
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An. 75. Geo. II. tage of which we ſoon found the Effects by the Loſs * 
1742. large Ships of Seventy Guns, and of a Multitude of trading 
ry mes Veſſels, which, by that Diminution of our naval Armament, 
neceſſarily fell into the Hands of Privateers and ſmall Cruiſers 
that ravaged the Ocean without Fear of Moleſtation. 
If we examine | the, preſent Eſtabliſhment of our Navy, avy, 
my Lords, it will be diſcovered that nothing is propoſed in 
chis Bill which is not more efficaciouſly performed. by the 
Methods now in Uſe, and more judiciouſly eſtabliſhed 

Laws of which long Experience has ſhewn the | Uſeful 

This, my Lords, wall eaſily appear from the Peruſal of the 
Orders which every Commander of a Convoy regularly re. 
.ceives, and of the printed Rules, eſtabliſhed by his Majeſt 
in Council, for the Royal Navy. . 

In theſe, my Lords, much more is comprehended than 
can properly be inferred in a Law not occaſionally variable, 
nor do I think any Thing omitted which an experienced 
and candid Inquirer will think uſeful to the Increaſe of our 
naval Strength, or neceſſary to the Protection of our Com- 

merce. 

* In conſidering this Bill, I ſhall not trouble your Lond. 
ſhips with a minute Conſideration of every ſingle Paragraph, 
tho' every Paragraph might furniſh Opportunity for Animad- 
verſions ; but ſhall content myſelf with endeavouring to 
evince the Reaſonableneſs of ſome of the Objections made 
by the Noble Lord who ſpoke firſt, and enforcing his Op 
nion with ſuch Arguments as have occurred to me, tho in- 
deed it requires no uncommon Sagacity to diſcover, or ſupe. 
rior Skill in Ratiocination to prove, that where this Bill will 
produce any Alteration in our preſent Scheme, it will mani. 
feſtly change it for the worſe. 

For ſurely, my Lords, it will not be neceſſary to they, 
by any elaborate and refined Reaſoning, the Abſurdity of 
confining Cruizers to particular. Stations, with an 
Prohibition to depart from them, whatever may be the Cer- 
tainty of Deſtruction, or Proſpect of Advantage. 

© If the Intention of cruizing Ships is to annoy the Ene- 
mies of the Nation, ought they to be depriv'd of the Li- 
berty of purſuing them ? If they are deſigned for the Pro 
tection of our Merchants, muſt they not be allowed to at: 

tend them till they are out of Danger? 

Every one, my Lords, has had Opportunities of oben 
ing that there are Men who are wholly engroſſed by the pre- 
ſent Moment, and who, if they can procure immoderate Pro- 
fit, or eſcape any impencing Danger, are without the leak 
Solicitude with regard to Futurity, and who, therefore, live 


we by the Hour, without any general Schen.e of Condud, 
E 
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or ſolid Foundation of laſting Happineſs, and who conſe- An. 15;/Geo. II. 
quently are for ever obliged to vary their Meaſures, and ob- 27. 
viate every new Aceident by ſome new Contrivan ct. 
By Men of this Diſpoſition, my Lords, a Temper by 
which they are certainly very little qualified for Legiſlators, 
the Bill now before us ſeems to have been-drawn up, for their 


Attention is evidently ſo engaged by the preſent Occurrences, 
that there is no Place left for any Regard to diſtant Contin- 
gencies. The Concluſion of this War is to them the Period 
of human Exiſtence, the End of all Diſcord! and all Policy. 
They conſider Spain as the only Enemy with whom we can 
ever be at Variance, and have therefore drawn up a Law, a 
Law without any Limitation of Time, to enable us to op- 
poſe her. They have, with great Induſtty and long Searches, 
diſcover'd, that Cruizers on this Side Cape Finifterre, may 
be of Uſe againſt the Spaniards, and propoſe therefore, that 
in all Times of War they are to be diſpatched to that indi- 
vidual Station, tho? we ſhould be engaged in Diſputes with 
the Northern Crowns, or fit out Fleets to make Conqueſts' 
in the Faft Indie. n 307 Das e e eil 

In all our Wars, my Lords, however judiciouſly con- 
certed and however happily concluded, the Pleaſures of 
Succeſs have been abated by the Mortiſication of Loſſes, and 
ſome Complaints have been at all Times mingled with the 
Shouts of Triumph. How much ſoever the Glory of the 
Nation has been elevated, the Fortunes of particular Perſons 
have been impaired, and thoſe have never thought themſelves 
recompenſed by the general Advantages of the Publick, who: 
have ſuffered by the | Acquiſition of them; they have al- 
ways imagined themſelves marked out for Ruin by Malevo- 
lence and Reſentment, and have concluded that thoſe Diſ- 
aſters which fell upon them only by the common Chance of 
War, were brought on them by Negligence or Deſign. 

* The Loſſes of our Merchants in the preſent War muſt be 
acknowledged to have been more than common, but if we 
examine accurately into the Cauſes that may be aſſigned for 
ſo great a Number of Captures, we ſhall find them ſuch as 
this Law will have no Tendency to remove, ſuch as might 
be eaſily imagined before the Commencement of Hoſtilities, 
and ſuch as it will be extremely difficult on any future Occa- 
ſion of the ſame Kind, to hinder from producing the ſame 


Effects. | ian nie 
* The firſt and greateſt Cauſe, my Lords, of the Num- 
ber of our Loſſes, is the Number of our Ships, which can- 
not all be ſufficiently protected. The Extent therefore of 
our Commerce in Proportion to that of our Enemies expoſes 
us to double Diſadvantage, we neceſſarily lie open in _ 
Tarts 


Au. 15. Oes. II. Parts to the Depredations of Privateers, and have no Encou- 
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ment to attempt Repriſals, becauſe they have few Ships 
of Value to be ſeiz d. The Profit of our Commerce na- 
turally with-holds our Sailors from our Ships of War, and 
makes Part of our Navy an idle Show; the Certainty of 
Plunder incites chem to turn their Merchant Ships into Cruif. 
ers, and to ſuſpend their Trade for more profitable Employ. 


ment. Thus they at once encreaſe the Number of Plunder. 


ers, and take away from us the O nity of repairing 
our Loſſes by the ſame Practice. ops re _ . eg 

And, my Lords, if the Loſſes of our Merchants have 
been greater than in former Wars, our Trade is more exten- 
five, and our Ships far more numerous. Nor is it to be for- 
gotten that a very important Part of our Commerce is car- 


Tied on before the Eyes of the Spaniards, ſo that they may 


iſſue out upon our Merchants from their own Coaſts, and re- 
tire immediately beyond Danger of Purſuit. e 
* But, my Lords, neither the Situation of Spain, nor 
the Extent of our Commerce, would have made this War 
ſo deſtructive, had not our Merchants ſometimes facilitated 
the Attempts of our Enemies by their own Negligence or 
| © have been informed, my Lords, that as the Maſters of 


Trading Veſſels complain of having been deſerted by their 


Convoys, the Captains of the Ships of War have, in their 
Turn, exhibited ſuch Repreſentations of the Condu of the 
Trading Maſters, as may -prove that their Caution. is not 
proportion'd to their Clamour, and that in however melan- 
choly Terms they may recount the Miſeries of Captivity, the 
Calamities of ruin'd Families, and the Interruption of the 
Trade of Great Britain, they will not endeavour to eſcape 


their Enemies at the Expence of much Circumſpection, and 


that the Proſpect of no large Profit will be ſufficient to over- 
balance the Danger of thoſe Evils which they ſo pathetically 
lament. 10143 | 12750 oleh 
© Tt is not uncommon, my Lords, when the Fleet has 
enter'd the open Seas, for the Traders to take different Cour- 
ſes both from the Convoy- and from each other, and to di 
perſe themſelves beyond the Poſlibility of receiving 
in Danger or Diſtreſs, and what Wonder is it, if Part of 


them be loſt, fince only Part of them can be protected 


© It may be imagin'd, my Lords, that this is only anEx- 
cuſe forged by the Commanders to cover their own Negli- 


gence or Treachery; it may be ask'd, what Motives could 
induce the Merchants to expoſe themſelves to unneceſlary 


Dangers, or what Proofs they have ever given of ſagh wild 
Negligence of their own Intereſt or Safety, as that Gut 


r 


rr 
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ſhould be ſuſpeRed of ruſhing precipitately into the Jaws of An. 1 


Rapine. | 
4 This, my Lords, is an Objection ſpecious in itſelf, and 
ſuch as thoſe who have not enquir'd into the preſent State of 
our Traffick will not very readily diſcover to be fallacious, 
but it may eaſily be removed, by ſhowing that the Danger of 
being taken by the Enemy is generally not ſo great to thoſe 
who have the Direction of the Ship as it is commonly be- 
lieved. | d Bert fron ie SS 
By the preſent Cuſtom of Inſurance, my Lords, the Mer- 
chant exempts himſelf from the Hazard of great Loſſes, and 
if he inſures ſo much of the Value of the Ship and Cargo, 
that the Chance of arriving firſt at the Market, is equivalent 
to the remaining Part, what ſhall hinder him from preſſing 


forward at all Events, and direQing his Courſe intrepidly 


through Seas crowded with Enemies ? | wr 95 
* It is well known, my Lords, that there is, in a great 
Part of Mankind, a ſecret Malignity,' which makes one un- 
willing to contribute to the Advantage of another, even 
when his own Intereſt will ſuffer no Diminution; nor is it to 
be imagin'd that this Diſpoſition is leſs predominant in Tra- 
ders than in the other Claſſes of the Community, though it 
is exerted on different Occaſions. 'The Envy of one Part of 
Mankind is excited by Reputation, or Intereſt, or Dignity, 
or Power. The Trader, for the moſt Part, envies nothing 
but Money, in which he has been taught from his Infancy 


that every human Excellence is comprehended,and contributes 


to the Increaſe” of the Riches of another, with the ſame 
Unwillingneſs, with which a Soldier would concur in the Ad- 
vancement of an Inferior Officer to a Poſt of higher Rank and 
Authority than his own. IT | | 

For this Reaſon, my Lords, there is generally a Malevo- 
lence in the Merchant againſt the Inſurer, whom he conſi- 
ders as an idle Caterpiller, living without Induſtry upon the 
Labours of others, and therefore. when he Jays down the 
Sum ſtipulated for Security, he is almoſt in Suſpenſe whether 
he ſhould not prefer the Loſs of the remaining Part of the 
Value of his Veſſel to the Mortification of ſeeing the Inſurer 
enjoy that Money, which Fear and Caution have influenc'd 
him to pay. 42 

This Diſpoſition, undoubtedly inclines him to proceed 
with leſs Regard to his own Security, and betrays him into 
Dangers which it was at leaſt poſſible to avoid; for to what 
Purpoſe, ſays he, have I inſured my Ship if 1 am not to be 
ſet free from the Neceſſity of Anxiety and Caution ? If I 
arrive ſafely at the Port, I ſhall diſpoſe of my Commodities 
with uncommon Advantage; if I miſcarry, the Inſurer will 

Vor. VIII. | B b | at 
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An. 15. Geo. II. at leaſt ſuffer with me, and be deſervedly puniſhed for his 


1742. 


Suſpicions and Extortion. | 

I doubt not but ſome of your Lordſhips will imagine, 
that I am now indulging chimerical Speculations, that I am 
aſcribing great Force to weak Motives, and ſuppoſing 
Men to act upon Principles which, in Reality, never ope- 
rated in the human Breait. When I think diſadvantageoul- 
ly of others, my Lords, I am indeed always deſirous to 
find myſelf miſtaken, and ſhall be pleaſed to hear on this 
Occaſion from any of your Lordſhips, who have converſed 
at large among Mankind, that it is not common for one 


Man to negle& his own Intereſt for Fear of promoting that 


of another. In the preſent Queſtion, my Lords, I have 
only ſappoſed that Envy may be one Motive among many, 
and wiſh its Influence were ſo ſmall as that it might have 
been leſs proper to mention it. SE 1 
© The Practice of Inſurance, my Lords, whether it con- 
tributes or not to the Number of the Captures, undoubtedly 
increaſes the Clamour which they occaſion ; for as the Loſs 
is extended, the Complaint is multiplied, and both the 
Merchant and Inſurer take the Liberty -of cenſuring the 
Conduct of the Naval Officers, and of condemning the Mea- 
ſures of the Government. The Miniſtry is charged with 
neglecting the Protection of Commerce, with oppteſſing the 
Merchants, and with conniving at the Enemies Preparations, 
that they who moſt eagerly ſolicited the War, may be the 
firſt that ſhall repent it. e 
Another Cauſe of the Frequency of our Loſſes in the 
preſent War, is the general Circulation of Intelligence 
throughout Exrope, by which it is made impoſſible to con- 
ceal from our Enemies the State of our Armies, our Na- 
vies, or our Trade. Every Regiment that is raiſed, every 
Ship that is built, every Fleet of trading Veſſels that lies 
waiting for a Wind, is minutely regiſter'd in the Papers of 
the Week, and Accounts of it tranſmitted ro every Nation 
of the World, where Curiofity or Intereſt will pay for In- 


formation. The Spantards therefore need only regulate 


their Schemes according to their Inſtructions from Great 
Britain, and watch thoſe Fleets which are frequently ſent 
out, for they may be confident that ſome Maſters will wan - 
der from their Protectors, enticed by Avarice, Negligence 
or Temerity, and that they ſhall have Opportunities of en- 
riching themſelves without the Neceſſity of engaging the 

Convoy. | | 
To protect Ships which are to be ſteer'd each at the Will 
of the Maſter, is no leſs | impoſſible, my Lords, than to 
conduct an Army of which every private Man is at Liberty 
E to 
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to march according to his own Caprice, to form and purſue An. 15. Geo. II. 


his own Plan of Operation, and to diſpute and neglect the 
Orders of his Leader. Nor is it more reaſonable to ſubject 
the Captains of the Ships of War to Penalties for the Loſs 


of a Veſſel, over which my have no Authority, than to 
c 


require from an Officer an Account of the Lives of Men, 
who periſhed by diſobey ing his Commands. Ws 
In my Opinion, my Lords, we might, with far greater 
Probability of Succeſs, revive a Precedent that may be found 
in the Reign of King Villiam, in which it was appointed, 
by an Order of Council, that the Name of every Ship 
which went out with a Convoy ſhould be regiſtered, and that 
the Owners ſhould give Security to provide a ſufficient Num- 
ber of Arms, and a proper Quantity of Ammunition, to aſ- 
fiſt the Britiſß Ships in annoying or repelling the Enemy; 
with one Injunction more of the utmoſt Importance to the 
eficacious Protection of our Commerce, and which therefore 
in every War ought to be repeated and enforced ; an Injunc- 
tion by which the . Maſters of the Ships of Trade were re- 
quired to obey the Directions of the Commander of the 
Convoy. 
85 That ſome Meaſures ought to be concerted for the Pre- 
ſervation of our Trade, I am very far from denying, and 
ſhall very willingly concur in ſuch as ſhali to me appear 
likely to promote the End propoſed by them. Our Loſſes, 
my Lords, are undoubtedly great, tho!, I believe, far leſs 
than they are reported by Diſcontent and Malevolence, for 
if a Ship be delayed by an accidental Hindrance, or kept 
back by contrary Winds for a few Days, there are Men ſo 
watchful to ſnatch every Opportunity of reproaching the 
Meaſures of the Government, that a Clamour is immedi- 
ately raiſed, the Ship is taken, the Merchants are ſacrificed, 
and the Nation betrayed. Tet f 
While this Report is conveyed from one to another, and, 
like other Falſhoods, encreaſing in its Progreſs, while every 
Man adds ſome Circumſtance of Exaggeration, or ſome new 
Proof of the Treachery of the Miniſtry, the Ship enters 
the Port, and puts an End indeed to the Anxiety of the 
Owners and Inſurers, but by no Means pacifies the People, 
or removes their Prejudices againſt the Conduct of their Go- 
vernors, for as no Man acknowledges himſelf the firſt Au- 
thor of the Report, no Man thinks himſelf under any Obli- 
gation to retract or confute it, and the Paſſions of the Mul- 
titude being once in Commotion, cannot be calmed, before 
another Opportunity of the ſame Kind may be offered for 
agitating them afreſh. * | 
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An. 15. Geo, II. To the Expectations of the People, my Lords, it is al- 


ways proper to havè ſome regard, nor is there any valuable 
Uſe of Power but that. of promoting Happineſs, and pte- 
venting. or removing Calamities, but we are not to endea- 
vour to pacify them by the Appearance of Redreſs, which, 
in Reality, will only encreaſe thoſe Evils of which they 
complain, nor to depreſs the Reputation of this Houſe by 
paſſing Laws which the Experience of a ſingle Month will 
prove to be of no Uſe. _ 
Of this Kind, my Lords, the Bill now before us has 
been ſhown by the Noble Lord that ſpoke firſt on this Oc- 
caſion, by whom every Clauſe has been diſcovered to be ei- 
ther defective or unneceſſary, and who has evinced, beyond 
all Poſſibility of Reply, that the Regulations here propoſed 
can be divided only into two Kinds, of which one is alrea. 
dy eſtabliſhed either by Law or Preſcription, and the other 
cannot be admitted without apparent Injury both to our Na- 
vy and our Trade. | | 
Part of the Clauſes the Noble Duke has indeed attemp- 
ted to defend, but has been obliged, by his Regard to Rea- 
ſon and Truth, to make ſuch Conceſſions, as are, in my 
Opinion, ſufficient Arguments for the Rejection of the Bill, 
He has admitted of almoſt every Clauſe that it is imperſett, 
that it may be amended by farther Conſideration, and that, 
tho' not wholly to be neglected, it yet requires ſome farther 
Improvements to become effectual to the Advantage of our 


Merchants. | 


Ld Cheſte field. 


The three laſt Clauſes his natural Abilities and juſt Diſ. 
cernment immediately ſhowed him to be indefenſible, and 
he has too much Regard to the Intereſt of his Country to 


attempt the Vindication of a Bill, which could not be paſ- 


ſed without weakening it, by impairing its naval Force, and 


yet more ſenſibly by diminiſhing the Reputation of its Le- 


giſlature. 


I hope therefore, my Lords, that I ſhall not undergo 


the common Cenſure of Diſregard to our commercial Inie- 
reſt, or be ranked amongſt the Enemies of the Merchants, 


tho' I declare, that in my Opinion, this Bill ought to be re- 
jected as unneceſſary and injudicious, and that we ſhould on- 


iy, by conſidering in a Committee what no Con ſideration 


can amend, waſte that Time in a fruitleſs Attempt, which 


may be ſpent much more uſefully upon other Subjects. 


__ 


Lerd Cheſterfield ſpoke next : 
My Lords, 25 7800 
* Though I do not approve equally of every Part of the 
Bill now before us, though I think ſome of the Proviſions 
unneceſſary, 
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unneceſſary, others unlikely to produce any beneficial Effects, An. 15. Geo. II. 


and ſome already eſtabliſhed by former Acts of Parliament, 
or Rules of the Admiralty, yet I cannot agree with the no- 
ble Lord that it is unworthy of farther Conſideration. 

In my Opinion, my Lords, it is neceſſary, for many 
Reaſons, to amend this Bill rather than reje& it, and I hope, 
that, when I ſhall have laid before you the Reſult of thoſe 
Enquiries, and thoſe Reflections which I have made on this 
Occaſion, your Lordſhips will judge it not improper to refer 
it toa Committee. | 

Nothing, my Lords, is more neceſſary to the Legiſla- 
ture, than the Affection and Eſteem of the People; all Go- 


vernment conſiſts in the Authority of the Few over the 


Many, and Authority, therefore, can be founded only on 
Opinion, and muſt always fall to the Ground, when that 
which ſupports it is taken away. | 

« For this Reaſon, my Lords, it is worthy of this moſt 
auguit and awful Houſe to endeavour to convince the People 
of our Solicitude for their Happineſs and our Compaſſion of 
their Sufferings, leſt we ſhould ſeem elevated by the caſual 
Advantages of Birth and Fortune above Regard to the lower 
Claſſes of Mankind, leſt we ſhould ſeem exalted above o- 
thers only to neglect them, and inveſted with Power only to 
exert it in Acts of wanton Oppreſſion, leſt high Rank ſhould 
in Time produce Hatred rather than Reverence, and Supe- 
riority of Fortune only tempt Rapine and excite Rebellion. 

© The Bill now under our Conſideration, my Lords, can- 
not be rejected without Danger of exaſperating the Nation, 
without affording to the Diſcontented and Malevolent an Op- 
portunity of repreſenting this Houſe as regardleſs of the pu- 
blick Miſeries, and deaf to the Cries of our Fellow-ſubjects 
languiſhing in Captivity and mourning in Poverty. The 
Melancholy and Dejected will naturally conceive us inebriated 
with Affluence, and elated with Dignity, endeavouring to 
remove from our Eyes every Spectacle of Miſery, and to 


turn aſide from thoſe Lamentations which may interrupt the 


Enjoyment of our Felicity. 


Nor indeed can it be juſtly ſaid, that ſuch Repreſenta- 


tions are without Grounds, when we conſider the important 


Occaſion on which this Bill is drawn up, the Bitterneſs of 
thoſe Calamities which it is intended to redreſs, and the 


Authority by which it is recommended to us. 


It may naturally be expected, my Lords, that the Title 
of a Bill for the Protection and Security of Trade ſhould 
raiſe an uncommon Degree of Ardor and Attention; it 
might be conceived that every Lord in this Houſe would be 
ambitious of ſignalizing his Zeal for the Intereſt of his 


Country, 


174. 
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An. xg. Geo. II. Country, by propoſing, on this Occafion, every Expedient 
$742 Which Expericnce or Information had ſuggeſted to him, and 
hony——_ at inſtead of ſetting ourſelves free from the Labour of 
Enquiry, and the Anxiety of Deliberation, by raifing Ob- 
jections to the Bill and rejecting it, we ſhould labour with 
unanimous Endeavours and inceſſant Aſſiduity to ſupply its 


Defects, and correct its Improprieties, to ſhow that a: Deſi 

ſo beneficial can never be propofed to us without 

and that whenever we find honeft Zeal we ſhall be ready to 

aſſiſt it with Judgment and Experience. 34 
Compaſſion might likewiſe concur to invigorate our En. 

deavours on this Oecaſion. For who, my Lords, can refle& 

on Families ane Day flouriſhing in AMuence, and eontri- 

dating to the general Proſperity of their Country, aud on 

a ſudden, without the Crime of Extravagance or Negligence, 

reduced to Penury and Diſtreſs, harrafied by Creditors, and 

plundered by the Vultures of the Law, without wiſhing that 

fach Misfortunes might by ſome Expedient be averted? 

But this, my Lords, is not the only nor the greateſt Cala 

mity, which this Bill is intended to prevent. The Loſs of 

Wealth however grievous is yet leſs to be dreaded than that 

of Liberty, and Indigence added to Captivity is the higheſt | 

Degree of human Mifery. Yet even this, however dread- 

fal, is now the Lot of Multitudes of our Fellow-ſubje@& | 
who are languiſhing with Want in the Priſons of Spain. | 

- © Surely, my Lords, every Propoſal muſt be well received 
that intends the Prevention or Relief of Calamities like { 

theſe. Surely the Rain of its Merchants muſt alarm every k 

trading Nation, nor can a Britiſb Parliament fit anconcerned ( 

at the Captivity of thoſe Men by whom Liberty is chiefly n 


fupported. 


Of the Importance of the Merchants, by whom this 5 
Bill is recommended to our Conſideration, and by whoſe In- 2 
fluence it has already paſſed the other Houſe, it is not ne- P 
ceſſary to remind your Lordſhips, who know, that to this af 
Claſs of Men our Nation: is indebted for all the. Advantages V 
that it poſſeſſes above thoſe which we behold with Com- o 
paſſion or Contempt, for its Wealth and Power, and perhaps a 


for its Liberty and Civility. To the Merchants, my Lords, 
we owe that our Name is known beyond our own Coaſts, 
and that our Influence is not confined to the narrow Limits Wa 
of a fingle Iſland. | brag 
Let us therefore, my Lords, rejeR with Contempt what 
is propoſed and ſolicited by Men of this Claſs ; Men whoſe thi 
Experience and Knowledge cannot 'but have enabled them 
to offer ſomething uſeful and important, tho? perhaps for Dy 
want of Acquaintance with former Laws, they may have 
2 | imagined 
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only been forgotten, and petitioned for the Enaction of 'a 
new Law, when they needed only an Enforcement of for- 
mer Statutes. 1g „ . - 

That our naval Force has, in the preſent War, been 
miſapplied, that our Commerce has been expoſed to petty 
Spoilers, in a Degree never known before, that our Con- 
roys have been far from adding Security to our Traders, 
and that with the moſt powerful Fleet in the World, we 
have ſuffered all that can fall upon the moſt defenceleſs Na- 
tion, cannot be denied.  _ 1 | 9 5 

Nor is it any Degree of Temerity, my Lords, to affirm, 
that theſe Misfortunes have been brought upon us, by either 
Negligence or Treachery, for beſides that no other Cauſe 
can be aſſigned for the Loſſes which a powerful People ſuf - 
fer from an Enemy of inferior Force, there is the ſtrong- 
eſt Authority for aſſerting, that our Maritime Affairs 
have been ill conducted, and that therefore the Regulation 
of them is very ſeaſonably and properly ſolicited by the 

For this Aſſertion, my Lords, we may produce the Au- 


thority of the other Houſe, by which a Remonſtrance was 


drawn up againſt the Conduct of the Commiſſioners of the 
Admiralty. This alone ought to influence us to an accurate 
Diſcuſſion of this Affair. But when an Authority yet more 
venerable is produced, when it appears, that his Majeſty, 
by the Diſmiſſion of the Commiſſioners from their Employ- 
ments, admitted the Juſtice of the Repreſentation of the 
Commons, it ſurely can be of no Uſe to evince, · by Argu- 
ments, the Neceſſity of new Regulations. . 

* It is indeed certain, that Men of Integrity and Prudence, 
Men of Ability to diſcern their Duty, and of Reſolution to 
execute it, can receive very little Aſſiſtance from Rules and 
Preſcriptions 3 nor can I deny what the noble Lord has 
affirm'd, that they may be ſometimes embarraſs'd in their 


Meaſures, and hindered from ſnatching Opportunities of! 
oucceſs, and complying with emergent Occaſions ; but, my 


Lords, we are to confider Mankind, not as we wiſh them, 


but as we find them, frequently corrupt, and always fallible. 


If Men were all honeſt and wiſe, Laws of all Kinds 
would be ſuperfluous, a Legiſlature would become uſeleſs, 
and our Authority muſt ceaſe for Want of Objects to employ 
it; but we find, my Lords, that there are Men whom no- 
thing but Laws and Penalties can make ſupportable to So- 
ciety, that there are Men, who, if they are not told their 
Duty, will never know it, and who will, at laſt, only per- 
torm what they ſhall be puniſh'd for neglecting. es 

YEre 


imagined thoſe Proviſions now firſt ſuggeſted,” which have ——— 
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An . 15. Geo. II. Were all Men, like the noble Lord whom I am now 
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attempting to anſwer, vigilant to diſcover, ſagacious to di- 
ſtinguiſn, and induſtrious to proſecute the Intereſt of the 
Publick, I ſhould be very far from propoſing that they 
ſhould be conſtrained by Rule, or required to follow any 
Guide but their own Reaſon, I ſhould reſign my own Prof- 
perity, and that of my Country, implicitely into their Hands, 
and reſt in full Security that nothing would be omitted that 
human Wiſdom could dictate for our Advantage. 3 

I am not perſuading your Lordſhips to lay Reitrain 

upon Virtue and Prudence, but to conſider how ſeldom 
Virtue and Authority are found together, how often Pry- 
dence degenerates into Selfiſhneſs, and all generous Regard 
for. the Publick is contracted into narrow Views of private 


Intereſt. I am endeavouring to ſhow, that fince Laws muſt 


be equally obligatory to all, it is the Intereſt of the few 
ood Men to ſubmit to Reſtraints, which, though they may 
ometimes obſtruct the Influence of their Virtue, will abun- 


dantly recompenſe them, by ſecuring them from the Mil. 


chiefs that Wickedneſs, reigning almoſt without Limits, and 
operating without Oppoſition, might bring upon them. 
It may not be improper to add, my Lords, that no De- 
gree of human Wiſdom is exempt from Error, that he who 
claims the Privilege of acting at Diſcretion, ſubje&s himſelf 


| likewiſe to the Neceſſity of anſwering for the Conſequences 


of his Conduct, and that ill Succeſs will at leaſt ſubject hin 
to Reproach and Suſpicion, from which, he whoſe Conduct 
is regulated by eſtabliſhed Rules, may always have an Op- 
portunity of ſetting himſelf free. | 
Fixed and certain Regulations, are, therefore, my Lords, 
uſeful to the wiſeſt and beſt Men; and to thoſe whoſe Abi- 
lities are leſs conſpicuous, and whoſe Integrity is at beſt 
doubtful, I ſuppoſe, it will not be doubted that they are 
indiſpenſably neceſſary. | | | 
Some of the Expedients mentioned in this Bill, I ſhal 
readily concur with the noble Lord in cenſuring and rejet- 
ing, I am very far from thinking it expedient to inveſt the 
Governors of our Colonies with any new Degree of Power, 
or to ſubject the Captains of our Ships of War to their 
Command. I have lived, my Lords, to ſee many Succefl- 
ons of thoſe petty Monarchs, and have known few whom 
I would willingly truſt with the Exerciſe of great Authority. 
It is not uncommon, my Lords, for thoſe to be made 
and capricious by Power, who were moderate and prudent 
in lower Stations; and if the Effects of Exaltation are to be 


feared even in good Men, what may not be expected from 


it in thoſe, whom nothing but a diſtant n 
ES. ſecute 
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ſecure from the Laws, and who, if they had not been ſent An. 25,Ceo. II. 


to the Weſt Indies to govern, mult probably have gone thi- 

ther on a different Occaſion ? | | 
The Noble Duke, who has vindicated the Bill with Ar- 

guments to which very little can be added, and to which, I 


believe, nothing can be replied, has expreſſed his Unwilling- 


neſs to concur in any Meaſures, for the Execution of which 
new Officers muſt be appointed. An Increaſe of Officers, my 
Lords, is indeed a dreadful Sound, a Sound that cannot but 
forebode the Ruin of our Country ; the Number of Officers 
already eſtabliſhed is abundantly ſufficient for all uſeful Purpo- 
ſes, nor can any Addition be made but to the Ruin of our 
Conſtitution. | | , 

« | am therefore of Opinion, that no new Officer was in- 
tended by thoſe that drew up the Bill, and that they propoſed 
only to furniſh thoſe that loiter in our Ports, at the Expence of 
the Publick, with an Opportunity of earning their Salaries 
by ſome uſeful Employment. | 

I know not indeed, my Lords, whether any good Ef- 
fects can be reaſonably hoped from this Proviſion ; whether 
Men accuſtomed to Connivance and Negligence in Affairs of 
leſs Importance, ought to be truſted with the Care of our 
naval Preparations, and engaged in Service, on which the 
Proſperity of the Publick may depend ; and I cannot conceal 


my Apprehenſions, that ſuch Men, if commiſſioned to ſuper- 


intend others, may themſelves require a Superintendant. 
But, my Lords, this, and every other Clauſe may, in a 


Committee, be carefully examined, and deliberately correc- 


ted; and fince it appears evident to me, that ſome Law is 
neceſſary for the Security of our Commerce, I think this 


| Bill ought not to be rejected without farther Conſideration.” 


1742. · 


The Earl of Vinchelſea roſe again and ſpoke as follows: E. of Winchelſes. 


My Lords, | | ; 

* As the known Sincerity of that Noble Lord allows no 
Room for ſuſpecting, that he would beſtow any Praiſes where 
he did not believe there was ſome Deſert, and as his Pene- 
tration and Acuteneſs ſecure him from being deceived by any 


falſe Appearances of Merit, I cannot but applaud myſelf for 


having obtained his Eſteem, which, I hope, will not be for- 
feited by my future ConduR. 

Having happily gained the Regard of ſo exact a Judge 
of Mankind, I am the leſs ſolicitous what Opinion may be 
conceived of my Abilities or Intentions by thoſe, whoſe Cen- 
ſures I leſs fear, and whoſe Praiſes I leſs value; and ſhall 
therefore chearfully hazard any Degree of Popularity, which 
I may have hitherto poſſeſſed, by continuing my Oppoſition 

Vor. VIII. Ce to 


„ | 


An. 15. Geo. IT. to this Bill, of which I am ſtill convinced that it will pro- 
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D. of Bedford. 


duce nothing but Embarraſment, Loſſes, and Diſgrace. 
The Neceſſity of gaining and preſerving the Eſteem of 
the People, I very willingly allow, but am of Opinion, that 


though it may ſometimes be gained by flattering their Paſſi- 


ons, and complying with their Importuaities, by falſe Ap. 
pearances of Relief, and momentary. Alleviations of their 
Grievances, it is only to be preſerved by real and permanent 
Benefits, by a ſteady Attention to the great Ends of Govern- 
ment, and a vigorous Proſecution of the Means by which 
they may be obtained, without Regard to preſent Prejudices 
or temporary Clamours. 

I believe, my Lords, it will always be found that it is 
dangerous to gratify the People at their own Expence, and 
to ſacrifice their Intereſt to their Caprices ; for I have fo 
high a Veneration for their Wiſdom, as to pronounce, with- 
out Scruple, that however - they may for a Time be deceived 
by artful Miſrepreſentations, they will at length learn to 


eſteem thoſe moit, who have the Reſolution to promote their 


Happineſs in Oppoſition to their Prejudices. Ts 
I am therefore confident, my Lords, of regaining the 
Popularity which I may loſe, by declaring once more, that 
this Bill ought to be rejected, fince no Endeavours ſhall be 
wanting to ſhew how little it is neceſſary, by an effectual 
Protection of every Part of our Trade, and a diligent Pro- 
viſion for the naval Service.“ | | 


Then the Duke of Bedford ſpoke as follows : 
My Lords, 
I am convinced that this Bill is very far from being either 
abſurd or uſeleſs, nor can J imagine that they, by whom it was 
drawn up, could fail of producing ſome Expedients that may 


deſerve Conſideration. 


It is probable that a farther Inquiry may ſhew the Pro- 
priety of ſome Clauſes, which at preſent appear moſt liable 
to Cenſure; and that if we reject this Bill, thus precipt- 
tately, we ſhall condemn what we do not fully comprehend. 

No Clauſe appeared to me more unworthy of the Judg- 
ment and Penetration of the Merchants than the laſt, nor 
was there any which I ſhould have rejected at the firſt Peru- 
ſal with leſs Regret ; yet, having taken this Opportunity of 
coniidering it a {ſecond Time, I find it by no Means indefer- 
ſible ; for the Direction of Ships ſtationed for the Defence of 
our IWef! India Territories, is not committed to the Gover- 
nors alone. The Council of each Province is join'd with 
them in Authority, by whom any private Regards may be 
overborn, and who cannot'be ſuppoſed to concur in any Di- 

| | reQions, 
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rections, which will not promote the general Intereſt of the An. 15. Geo. II. 


Colony. | | 

1 SH not, my Lords, but other Clauſes have been 
equally miſtaken, and therefore think it neceſſary to conſider 
them in a Committee, where every Lord may declare his 
Sentiments, without the Reſtraint of a formal Debate, and 
where the Bill may be deliberately reviſed, and accommo- 
dated more exactly to the preſent Exigencies of the Nation.“ 


My Lords, 3525 | 
The only Reaſon which has been urged for conſidering 
this Bill in a Committee, is the Neceſſity of gratifying the 
Merchants, and of ſhewing our Concern for the Proſperity 
of Commerce; if therefore it ſhall appear that the Merchants 
are indifferent with Regard to its Succeſs, I hope it will be 
rejected without Oppoſition. 


I was this Morning, my Lords, inform'd by a Merchant, 


who has many Opportunities of acquainting himſelf with the 
Opinions of the trading Part of the Nation, that they were 
fully convinced of the Impoſſibility of adapting fixed Rules 
to variable Exigencies, or of eſtabliſhing any certain Method 
of obviating the Chances of War, and defeating Ene- 
mies, who were every Day altering their Schemes ; and de- 
clared that they had no Hopes of Security but from the Vi- 
gilance of a Board of Admiralty, ſolicitous for the Welfare 
of the Merchants, and the Honour of the Nation.” 


The Lord Cholmondeley ſpoke as follows: E. of Cholmon- 


' My Lords, 

© As three Clauſes of this Bill have been univerſally given 
up, and almoſt all the*reſt plainly proved by the Noble Lord 
to be either abſurd or ſuperfluous, I cannot ſee why it ſhould 
not be rejected without the Solemnity of farther Conſidera- 
_ to which, indeed, nothing but the Title can give it any 

aim. 

The Title, my Lords, is indeed ſpecious, and well fitted 
to the Deſign of gaining Attention and promoting Populari- 
ty; but with this Title there is nothing that correſponds, nor 
is any Thing to be found but Confuſion and Contradictions, 
which grow more numerous upon farther Search. 

* That the whole Bill, my Lords, is unneceſſary, cannot 
be denied, if it be conſidered that nothing is propoſed in 
it which is not already in the Power of your Lordſhips, who 
may call at Pleaſure for the Liſts of the Navy, the Accounts 
of the Cruiſers, the Duties of their Commiſſions, and the 
Journals of their Commanders, as you did in the Sixth of 
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An. 15. Geo. II. Queen Anne, and detect every AQ of Negligence or Treache- 


ry, and every Inſtance of Deſertion, or of Cowardice. 
Nothing is neceſſary to the Regulation of our Naval 


Force, but that your Lordſhips vigilantly exert that Power 


which is conferred upon you by the Conſtitution, and exa- 
mine the Conduct of every Officer with Attention and Im- 
partiality, no Man then will dare to negle& his Duty, be- 
cauſe no Man can hope to eſcape Puniſhment. | 
Of this Bill therefore, ſince it is thus uſeleſs and incon- 
ſiſtent, I cannot but ſuſpect, my Lords, that it was concer- 
ted for Purpoſes very different from thoſe mentioned in the 
Title, which it has indeed no Tendency to promote. I be- 
lieve, my Lords, the Projectors of it intended not ſo much to 
advance the Intereſt of the Merchants, as to depreſs the Re. 
putation of thoſe whom they have long taken every Oppor- 
tunity of loading with Reproaches, whom they have cenſur. 
ed as the Enemies of Trade, the Corrupters of the Nation, 
and the Confederates of Spain. | 
© To confirm theſe general Calumnies, it was neceſſary to 
fix on ſome particular Accuſation, which might raiſe the Re. 
ſentment of the People, and exaſperate them beyond Reflection 
or Inquiry. For this Purpoſe nothing was more proper than 
to charge them with betraying our Merchants to the Enemy. 
As no Accuſation could be more efficacious to inflame the 
People, ſo none, my Lords, could with more Difficalty be 
confuted. Some Loſſes muſt be ſuffered in every War, and 
every one will neceſſarily produce Complaints and Diſcon- 
tent ; every Man is willing to blame ſome other Perſon for 
his Misfortunes, and it was therefore eaſy to turn the Cla- 
mours of thoſe whoſe Veſſels fell into the Hands of the 
Spaniards, againſt the Miniſters and the Commanders of the 
Ships of War. | 
© Theſe Cries were naturally heard with the Regard al- 
ways paid to Misfortune and Diſtreſs, and propagated with 
Zeal, becauſe they were heard with Pity. Thus, in time, 
what was at firſt only the Outcry of Impatience, was by ma- 
licious Artifices improved into ſettled Opinion, that Opinion 
was diligently diffuſed, and all the Loſſes of the Merchants 
were imputed, not to the Chance of War, but the Treachery 
of the Miniſtry | 5 | 
But, my Lords, the Folly of this Opinion, however ge- 
neral, and the Falſhood of this Accuſation, however vehe- 
ment, will become ſufficiently apparent, if you examine that 
bulky Collection of Papers which are now laid before you, 
from which you will diſcover the Number of our Fleets, the 
Frequency of our Convoys, the Stations of our Ships of 
War, aud the Times of their Departure and Return; tr 
3 | | * 
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will find that no Provifion for War, no Expedient likely to An. 15. 
promote Succeſs, has been neglected; that we have now more, *7 


Ships equipped than in the late War with France ; that no- 
thing can be added to the Exactneſs with which our Maritime 
Force is regulated, and that there is not- the leaſt Reaſon to 
doubt of the Fidelity with which it has been employed. 

In every War, my Lords, it is to be expected that Loſſes 


will be ſuffered by private Perſons on each Side, nor even in 
a ſucceſsful War, can the Publick always hope to be enrich- 


ed ; becauſe the Advantage may ariſe, not immediately from 
Captures, but conſequently from the Treaties or Conditions 


in which a proſperous War may be ſuppoſed to terminate. 


What Conceffions we ſhall in this War extort from the 
Spaniards, what Security will be procured for our Merchants, 
what Recompence will be yielded for our Loſſes, or what 
Extent will Le added to our Commerce, it cannot yet be ex- 
pected that any Man ſhould be able to declare; nor will his 
Majeſty's Counſellors. be required to give an Account of Fu- 
turity. It is a ſufficient Vindication of their Conduct, and 
an evident Proof of the Wiſdom with which the War has 
been conducted, that we have hitherto gained more than we 
have loſt. | F: 745 

This, my Lords, will appear from a diligent and minute 


Compariſon of the Captures on each Side, and an exact Com- 


putation of the Value of our Loſſes and our Prizes. It will 
be found that if the Spaniards have taken, as it is not impro- 
bable, a greater Number of Ships, thoſe which they have 
loſt have been far more wealthy. | | 
The Merchants indeed ſeem to have diſtruſted the 
Strength of the Evidence which they produced in Support of 
their Allegations, by bringing it only before the other Houſe ; 
where, as an Oath could not be adminſtered, every Man de- 
livered what he believed as what he knew, and indulged 
himſelf without ſcruple in venting his Refentment, or de- 
claring his Suſpicions: A Method of Allegation very proper 
to ſcatter Reproaches and gratify Malevolence, but of very 
little Uſe for the Diſcovery of Truth. | 
Had they come before your Lordſhips, every Circumſtance 
had been minutely examined, every Aſſertion compared with 
other Evidence, all Exaggerations repreſſed, and all foreign 
Conſiderations rejected, each Part would have been impartial- 
ly heard, and would have plainly been known to whom 
every Loſs was to be imputed. 'The Negligence or Treache- 
ry of the Commanders of the Convoys, wherever it had been 
found, would have been puniſhed, but they would not have 
charged them with thoſe Miſcarriages which were produced 
only by the Obſtinacy or Inattention of the Maſters of the 
trading Veſſels. 
Such 
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An. 15. Geo. 1. Such Enquiries, my Lords, they appear to have thought 
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by 


it their Intereft to decline, and therefore did not proceed on 


their Petition to this Houſe, and if they did in reality avoid 


a rigorous Examination, what can be inferred, but that they 
intended rather to offer Inſinuations than Proofs, and rather 
to ſcatter Infamy than obtain Juſtice. e. 

© And, that nothing was indeed omitted that could ſecure 
our own Commerce, or diſtreſs our Enemies, may reaſon- 
ably be collected from the Number and great Strength of our 
Fleet, to which no Kingdom in the World can oppoſe an equai 
Force. If it has not been ſupplied with Sailors without ſome 
Delays, and if theſe Delays have given our Enemies an Op- 
portunity of adding to their Securities, of fortifying their 
Ports, and ſupplying their Magazines, it mult be aſcribed to 
the Nature of our Conſtitution, that forbids all compulſory 
Methods of augmenting our Forces, which muſt be conſider- 
ed as perhaps the only Inconvenience to be thrown into the 
Balance againſt the Bleſſings of Liberty. IN 

The Difficulty of manning our Ships of War, is indeed 
extremely perplexing. Men are naturally very little inclined 
to ſubje& themſelves to abſolute Command, or to engage in 
any Service without a Time limited for their Diſmiſſion. 


Men cannot willingly ruſh into Danger without the ProſpeR 


of a large Advantage; they have generally ſome Fondneſs 
for their preſent State of Life, and do not quit it without 
Reluctance. All theſe Reaſons, my Lords, concur to with- 
hold the Sailors from the Navy, in which they are neceſla- 
rily governed with higher Authority than in trading Veſſels, 
in which they are ſubjected to Puniſhments, and confined by 
ſtrict Regulations, without any certain Term of their Bon- 


dage, for ſuch they, who know not the Neceſſity of Subor- 


dination, nor diſcover the Advantages of Diſcipline, cannot 
but account Subjection to the Will and Orders of another. 
© By ſerving the Merchants, they not only ſecure to them- 
ſelves the Liberty of changing their Maſters at Pleaſure, but 
enjoy the Proſpect of a near and certain Advantage; they 
have not indeed any Expectations of being ſuddenly enriched 
by a Plate Ship, and of gaining by one Engagement, ſuch 
Wealth as will enable them to ſpend the reſt of their Lives 
in Eaſe and Affluence, but they are ſure of a ſpeedy Payment 
of their Wages, perhaps of ſome Profits from petty Com- 
merce, and of an Opportunity of ſquandering them at Land 
in Jollity and Diverſions ; their Labour is chearful becauſe 
they know it will be ſhort, and they readily enter into an 
Employment which they can quit when it ſhall no longer 
pleaſe them, Wb 
* Theſe Confiderations, my Lords, have no Influence 
upon 


Sed a McCann 
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js Maſter of His own Fortune, or Time, or Life; and where 
the Officers of the State can drive Multitudes into the Service 
of the Crown, without Regard to their private Views, Incli- 
nations or Engagements. To man a Fleet, nothing is ne- 
ceſſary but to lay an Embargo on the trading Veſſels, and 
ſuſpend their Commerce for a ſhort Time; therefore no 
Man dares refuſe to enter into the publick Service when he 
is ſummoned ; nor, if he ſhould fly, as our Sailors, from an 
| Impreſs, would any Man venture to ſhelter or conceal him? 

* Abſolute Monarchs have therefore this Advantage over 
us, that they can be ſooner prepared for War, and to this 
mult be aſcribed all the Succeſs which the Spaniards have 
obtained. This, my Lords, will not be obviated by the Bill 


the Trade, or any Addition to the Power of the Nation. 

Of the ten Clauſes compriſed in the Bill, the greateſt 
Part is univerſally allowed to be injudiciouſly and erroneouſly 
propoſed, and thoſe few, which were thought of more Im- 
portance, have been ſhewn to contain no new Expedients, 
nor to add any Thing to the preſent Regulations. 

] cannot therefore diſcover any Reaſon, my Lords, that 
ſhould induce us to refer to a Committee this Bill, of which 
Part is confeſſedly te be rejected, and the reſt is apparently 
ſuperfluous.” 15 


Not-Content 59. | | 
June 3. The Lords read a third Time, and paſſed with- 


out Amendment, a Bill from the Commons, To exclude 
certain Officers from being Members of the Houſe of Commons: 
Alſo the Bill To prevent the counterfeiting Gold and Silver 
Lace: Alfo the Bill To impowwer Fuſtices of Peace to commit 
Offenders to the Houſe of Correction. Read a firſt Time the 
Bill For puniſhing Perſons taking Fil out of Ponds, and Deer 
out of Parks. : | 
June 10, The Lords read a firſt Time the Bill For grant- 
ing to his Majeſty 800,000 l. to be raiſed by Annuities charge- 
able on the Sinking Fund : Alſo the Bill To prevent Cloth or 
Moollen Goods from being ſtolen in the Night Time. 4 
June 22. The Lords put off for a Month the Report 
from the Committee on the Bill againſt ſtealing Fiſh, c. 
Alſo the Bill againſt the Eſcape of Priſoners, and ordered 
the Judges to prepare two other Bills inſtead thereof. | 
June 29. The Lords read a third Time, and paſſed the 
Bil! 79 prevent the Marriage of Lunaticks. Read a firlt 
Time the Bill, For granting an additional Duty on Foreign 
| Cam- 


upon the Preparations of France and Spain, where no Man An. 16. Geo. II. 


1742. 


now before us, nor will it indeed procure any other Beneſit to 


Then the ſame was rejected, on a Diviſion, Content 25, The Navigation 
| Bill rejected. 


Several Bills 
read „ 
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An. 16. Geo. Il. Combricks imported, and allowing a Bounty on the Exparta- 
* tian of Britiſh or Iriſh Linens. p 1 
Fune 30. Read a third Time, and paſſed the Bill for con- 
tinuing ſeveral expiring Laws; alſo the Sheep ſtealing Bill; 
a Bill to prevent counterfeiting the Coin; alſo a Bill for re. 
gulating the Plantation Trade. | | | 
. The latter End of this Month died the Rt. Hon. Edward 
— in Lord Grifin; the Title extinft. About the ſame Time Dr 
e eeraße . Clagget, Biſhop of St David's, was tranſlated to the Biſhop- 
rick of Exeter, vacant by the Death of Dr Yeftor ; in which 
he was ſucceeded by Dr Eduard Wills. 
July 6. The Lords read a firſt Time the Bill 4 continue /- 
weral Laws for the Encouragement of Britiſh made Sail-Clhiths, 
Fuly 7. A Bill For granting an additional Duty on Fareign 
Cambricks, &c. was read the third Time, and paſs'd : Alfo 
read a firſt Time a Bill from the Commons, To explain and 
amend the Laws touching the Elections of Members, and to re- 
ſtrain the Partiality and regulate the Conduct of Returning 
Officers, —— But it never came to a ſecand _— 
The ſame Day the Right Hon. Richard Lord Viſcount 
Cobham was declared Field Marſhal of all and ſingular his 
7» Majeſty's Forces ; and was alſo appointed Captain and Co- 
Preferments and lonel of the firſt Troop of Horſe Grenadier Guards. 
Removals; On the 12th of July the Right Hon. Fobn Lord Gower 
was appointed Keeper of his Majeſty's Privy Seal, in the 
Room of John Lord Hervey, who refign'd ; alſo appointed 
Lord Lieutenant of the County of Stafford, and Tas of 
the Privy Council. — Villiam Pulteney, Eſq; was created 
Baron of Heydon, Viſcount Pulteney, of Mrington, and Earl 
of Bath. —— Allen Lord Bathurſt was appointed Captain of 
his Majeſty's Band of Penſioners, in the Room of Charks 
Duke of Bolton, and ſworn of the Privy-Council. — Charles, 
Duke of Bolton appointed Governor of the Iſle of Vi, 
and of Carisbrook Caſtle, and the Fortifications thereunto be- 
longing, in the ſaid Iſle ; alio made Warden of the New Fo- 
reſt in Hampſhire. — Lord Delawar appointed Maſter-Fo- 
refter of Fritban in the ſaid Foreſt. 7 | 
On the 15th the Earl of Bath took his Seat in the Houſe 
of Peers. The ſame Day the King put an End to the Seſſion 
with a moſt gracious Speech *: Then the Lord Chancellor, 
The Parliament by his Majeſty's Command, prorogued the Parliament to the 
prorogued. 16th of September: After ſeveral Prorogations, the Se- 
cond Seſſion was opened on the 16th of Nowember ; the Pro- 
ceedings whereof will be the Subject of our next VoLUME. 


* See the Speech at large in CR AN DIL ER's Hiſtory of the Houſe of 
Commons, Vol. XIII. p. 273. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


Houſe of LORDS, 
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DEBATES and eee 
DD 


The Second SESSION of the Tun 
PARLIAMENT of King GEORGE IL. 


Is ͤExcellency the Earl of Stair, who was ap- An. 16. Geo. II, 
pointed Miniſter Plenipotentiary to the States 1742+ 
A General, in March. laſt, arrived here on 
be 28th of Auguſt from Holland, and wait- 7 = of 
E cd on his Majeſty: The next Day the Privy — uy 
e cCocuncil was ſummon'd; and on the 3d of 


September Ris Lordſhip ſet out on his Return. 


The latter End of September the Lord Carteret, one of As alſo Lord 
his Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of State, was ſent on Carteret. 
a Commiſſion to the Hague ; and ſoon after his Lord- 

Vor. VIII. Part - - D d ſhip 


Gs e 


1 


P . FH 


An. 16. Geo, II. ſhip return'd and waited upon the King; w 


1743. 


The King's 
Speech at open- 


. Ing the Second 


Seſſion. 


the Baggage of his Majeſty,” aid bis Royal: Highgeſ, 
the Duke, which had been ſhip'd for Flanders, were brought 


On the 16th of November the Parliament, purſua 
veral Prorogations, met at , sfr, and his Majed 
open'd the Seſſion with the following Speech. 

; ; by En 75 $ 


hM F VE; 
y Lordi and Gentlemen, === 125 
« H E preſent important ConjunQure of Affairs will, 
10 I am perſuaded, be thought a ſufficient Reaſon for 
calling you thus early together. | 
„ I have, in Purſuance of the repeated Advice of my Par- 
« ſjamenit, taken ſuch a Part as appeared to me moſt con- 
« ducive to the Support of the Houle of Auſtria, and ts the 


+ *< reſtoring and ſecuring the Balance of Power. In this 


&« Vigw, I order'd a conſiderable Body of Troops to be ſent 
*« from hence into Flanders; and, at the Cloſe of the la 
«« Sefſion, I foreſaw, and pointed out to you, that it might 
«he incumbent upon me, to enter into further Meſure 
* for the ſame greas and deſirable Ends. The Augmentation 
* of our Strength in the Low Countries became a neceſſary 
„ Step; for which Purpoſe I ſent, in Concert with my Al- 
« lies, Sixteen Thouſand of my Electoral Troops thither, | 
« with the Hefians in the Britiſß Pay, in order to form 
« ſuch a Force, in Conjunction with the 4uffrian Troops, 
«« as might be of Service to the common Cauſe in all Events; 


„and I doubt not but I ſhall have your Aſſiſtance in the 


% Support of theſe neceſſary Meaſures. | 5 
« The Magnanimity and Firmneſs of the Queen of Hu- 
% gary, notwithſtanding ſo many numerous Armies ſent 


* againſt her; the reſolute Conduct of the King of Sardi- 


% nia, and his ſtrict Adherence to his Engagements, though 
«© attack'd in his own Dominions ; the Stop which has been 
„ hitherto put to the ambitious Deſigns of the Court of 
« Spain in /taly, (to which, the Operations of my Fleet, in 
%% the Mediterranean, have fo viſibly contributed 3) the 
Change of Affairs in the North, which has appeared by 
« the publick Requiſition, made by. Sweden, of my good" 
« Offices, for procuring a Peace between Rufia aud that 
% Crown; and the Defenfive Alliance agreed upon, hot 
« only between me and the Czarina, but alſo between me 
„ and the King of Pruſta, are Events, which could” not 
have been expected, it Great Britain had not ſhewn a ſea- 
« ſonable Spirit and Vigour, in Defence and Aſſiſtance of 


« its ancient Allies, and in the Maintenance of the Liber- 


« ties 


» ee tw |} = co” „ 22 _— . — =_ 
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« ties of Europe, as well as of its own true, and laſting In- An. 16. Geo, II. 


6 tereſt. 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, bk Rue n, 
& J have ordered the proper Eſtimates for the Service of 


t the enſuing Year to be prepared, and laid before you, and 


« alſo an Account of the Expence of thoſe particular Ser- 
« yices, which I have already mentioned, and which you 
« will find to have been concerted in as frugal a Manner, 
« as the Nature of them would admit. I am perſuaded, 
« that you will readily grant me ſuch Supplies, as ſhall be 
« found neceſſary for the Security and Welfare of the Na- 
« tion, requiſite for the Support. of the Common Cauſe, 
« and adequate to the preſent Emergency. 
« My Lords and Gentlemen, | 

« The Importance of your Deliberations at this Time is 
« ſo evident, that I will ſay nothing to enforce it. The 
« Honour and Intereſt of my Crown and Kingdoms; the 
« Succeſs of the War, wherein I am engaged againſt Spain; 
„ and the Re-eſtabliſhment of the Balance and Tranquility 
« of Europe, will greatly depend on the Prudence and Vi- 
« gour of your Reſolutions. Let it be your Care to avoid 
« every Thing that may either delay or weaken them; and 


« to convince the World, that you are determined to make 


« a right Uſe of the preſent Opportunity.” | 


The King being withdrawn, the Marqueſs of Teverdale ® 
ſtood up and ſpoke to the following Effect: | 


My Lords, 


743. 


* It is not without the higheſt Satisfaction, that every ru Marqueſs of 


Lover of Mankind muſt look upon the Alterations that have Tweedale's Mo- 
lately been produced in the State of Europe; nor can any tion for an Ad- 
Briton forbear to expreſs an immediate and particular Plea- dreſs of Thanks. 


ſure to obſerve his Country riſing again into its former Dig- 
nity, to ſee his own Nation ſhake off Dependence, and rouſe 
from Inactivity, cover the Ocean with her Fleets, and awe 


the Continent with her Armies, bid once more Defiance to 


the rapacious Invaders of neighbouring Kingdoms, and the 


Caring Projectors of univerſal Dominion, once more exert 


her Influence in foreign Courts, and raiſe another Confede- 
racy againſt the Power of France. 

* The Queen of Hungary, who was lately obliged to re- 
tire at the Approach of her Enemies, to leave Vienna in 


1742 D d 2 Panger 
* Appointed Secretary of State for Scotland in February, 1741, and 


unanimouſly elected one of the Sixteen Peers in April, 1742, on the 
Demiſe of the Earl of Hopton, | 
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of her Dominions, who was lately ſo harraſſed with Inva- 
fions, and encircied with Dangers, that ſhe could ſcarce 

from one Ravager, without falling into the Hands of another, 
is now able to give Laws to her Perſecutors, to return: the 
Violence which ſhe has ſuffered, and inſtead of imploring 
Mercy from thoſe, who had no Regard but to their own 
Intereſt, and were determined to annihilate her Family and 
divide her Dominions, now fits in full Security 'on her 
Throne, direts the March of diſtant Armies, and diQates 
the Terms, on which thoſe who have enter'd her Dominiom 
ſhall be ſuffered to eſcape. | | p., 

Such, my Lords, is the preſent State of the German 

Empire, nor have the Affairs of the reſt of Europe been leſi 
changed; the Power of the Houſe of Bourbon has been di. 
miniſhed on every Side, its Alliance has been rejected, and 
its Influence diſregarded. 5 
The King of Sardinia has openly engaged to hinder the 
Spaniards from erecting a new Kingdom in ta4, and tho“ 
he has hitherto been ſomewhat embarraſſed in his Meaſures, 


and oppreſſed by the Superiority of his Enemies, has at leaft, 


by preventing the Conjunction of the Span; Armies, pre- 
ſerved the 4u/{rians from being overwhelmed. Nor can the 
Situation of his Dominions and the Number of his Forces, 
ſuffer us to doubt but that in a ſhort Time he will be able en- 
tirely to ſecure aby, ſince he has already recovered his 
Country, and drove back the Spaniards into the Boſom of | 
France. | 
The Condition of the other. Span; Army is ſuch, as no 
Enemy can wiſh to be aggravated by new Calamities. Th 
are ſhut up in a Country without Proviſions, or of whi 
the Inhabitants are unwilling to ſupply them. On one Side 
are neutral States, to which the Law of Nations bars their 
Entrance; on another the Mediterranean Sea, which can af. 
ford them only the melancholy Proſpect of hoſtile Arma - 
ments, or ſometimes of their own Ships falling into the 
Hands of the Exe/;/4 ; behind them are the Troops of 4u- 
fria ready to embarraſs their March, intercept their Con- 
voys, and receive thoſe whom Famine and Deſpair incits 
to change their Maſters, and to ſeek among foreign Nations 
that Kae and Safety, of which the Tyranny of their qwn 
Government, and the Madneſs of their own Leaders has 
deprived them. Such is their Diſtreſs, and ſo great their 
Diminution that a few Months muſt compleat their Ruin; 
they muſt be deſtroyed without the Honour of a Battle, oy 
m 
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nuſt ok under the Fatigue of hungry Mirches, and be at An- 28. Gro. A. 


* 


length devoured by thoſe Diſeaſes, which Toil and Penury 
will inevitably produce, . Weg a 


« That the Biminution of che Influence of the Houſe ef 


Bourbon is not an empty Opinion, which we eafily receive, 
becauſe we wiſh it to be true; that other Nations likewiſe 
ſee the ſame Events with the ſame Sentiments, and 
noſticate the Decline of that Power which has fo long i 
midated the Univerſe; appears from the Declaration now 
made by his Majeſty of the Conduct of the S ,s Z Court. 
+ That Nation which was lately governed by the Coun- 
ſels, and glutted with the Bounties of France, which watch- 


ed the Nod of her mighty Patroneſs,' and made War at her 


Command againſt the Ruſſan Empire, now begins to diſ- 
cover that there are other Powers more worthy of Confidence 
and Reſpet, more careful to obſerve their Engagements, or 
more able to fulfil them. She therefore requeſts the Brits 
Monarch to extricate her from thoſe Difficulties, in which 
ſhe is entangled by a blind Compliance with French Dictates, 
to reſtore to her the diſmembered Provinces, and recal that 
Enemy which now impends over her Capital, and whom 
the French have neither Intereſt to appeaſe nor Strength to 
reſiſt. | | | 
Such, my Lords, is the preſent Proſpect which offers 
itſelf to him, who ſurveys Europe with a political View, 
and examines the - preſent Intereſt and Diſpoſitions of neigh- 
bouring Potentates ; ſuch is the Order which has been pro- 
duced from general Confuſion, and ſuch the Re-eſtabliſhment 
equal Power, which has ſucceeded theſe Concuſſions of 
urope. | 8 
It is no ſmall Addition to the Pleaſure which this 
Change muſt afford every Man, who has either Wiſdom to 
diſcover his own - Happineſs, or Benevolence to rejoice in 
that of others, that it has been the Effect not of Chance but 
of Conduct, that it is not an unforeſeen Event produced by 
the ſecret Operation of Cauſes fortuitouſly concurring, but 
the Reſult of a political and juſt Deſign well concerted and 
ſteadily purſued ; that every Advantage which has been 
gained is the Conſequence of Meaſures laid to obtain it, 
that our Happineſs has been procured by Prudence, and 
that our Counſels have not been lucky but wiſe. i 
* If we reflect, my Lords, upon the Cauſes which have 
contributed to the Reſcue of Europe from impending —_ 


* By a Paragraph in the Gazette, the Court of Sweden had made a 
publick Requiſition of his Majeſty's good Offices, 


T1743: 
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| {has 
An. 26. Geo, IT, which have re- eſtabliſhed the Queen of Hangary in her Do 


minions, enabled her to lay the Territories of her In 
vaders, confirm'd her Friends to their Fidelity, and intim. 


dated thoſe whom rival Intereſts inclined to wiſh, her Fall, 


or the Hope of ſharing in the Plunder had incited-to form 
Deſigns againſt her. If we enquire to what it is to be . 
ſcribed, that ſhe is able to form new Alliances, and defend 


| her Dominions with Confederate Armies, we ſhall find it 


eaſy to trace all theſe Revolutions to one Cauſe, the ſteady 
and prudent Conduct of the King of Great Britain. 

© Our Sovereign, my Lords, has looked on the Trouble: 
of Europe with that Concern which publick Virtue inſpires; 
he has ſeen the Sufferings of this illuſtrious Princeſs with 


that Compaſſion, which is always due to Magnanimity op- 


preſſed, and formed Reſolutions for her Aſſiſtance with that 
Ardour, which Courage naturally kindles; but with that 
Caution likewiſe and Secrecy which Experience dictates. But 
he remember'd, my Lords, that though he was the Friend 
of the Queen of Hungary, he was to conſider himſelf as the 
Father of the People of Great Britain, that he was not to 
exhauſt the Forces of this Nation in Romantick Expeditions, 
or exhauſt its Treaſures in giving Aſſiſtance which was not 
needed. | 551 
He therefore waited to obſerve the Event of the War, 
and to diſcover, whether the inceſſant Struggles of the 4r- 
ffrians would be able to throw off the Load, with which 
they were oppreſſed ; but he found that their Spirit, how- 
ever ardent, could not ſupply the want of Strength ; he found 
that they were fainting under inſuperable Labours, and that 
though they were in no Danger of being conquered, by the 
Valour of their Enemies, they muſt in a ſhort Time be wens. 
ried out by Numbers. | 
His Majeſty then knew, my Lords, that by ſending 
them ſpeedy Aſſiſtance, he at once promoted the Intereſt of 
his People, and gratified his own Inclinations ; he therefore 
ſupplied the Queen with ſuch Sums as enabled her to levy 
new Forces, and drive her Enemies before her. By procur- 
ing a Reconciliation with the King of Pru/ia, he freed her 
from the neareſt and moſt formidable Danger, and gave her 
an Opportunity to ſecure herſelf againſt che Menaces of other 
Powers. 8 | | 
But though ſhe was ſet free from Domeſtick Dangers, 
though Invaſion was driven from her Capital, tho* Captivi- 
ty no longer purſued her Flight, nor Uſurpation hovered 
over ber Throne, her more diſtant Dominions were ſtill a 


Prey to her Enemies. The Spaniards had already landed 
| | one 


/ 
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ene Army in nah, which another was haſtening to An. 16. Geo. II. 
join. The Succeſs of this' Enterpriſe, which would have 1742. 
gained the greateſt Part of //a/y, could only be hindered by — 
the King of Sardinia, who was therefore ſolicited by the 
Spaniards and French to favour their Deſign, with the 
ſtrongeſt Proteſtations and the moſt magnificent Promiſes. But 
theſe were over-balanced by the Influence of the King of 
Great Britain, whoſe Name was of ſufficient Importance to | | 
make the weaker Part moſt eligible, and to counterbalance | 
the Force of immediate Intereſt. - 1 

Thus was the Paſſage into Italy barred againſt the Spa- 
niardi, by Obſtacles which they can never ſurmount, while 
their other Army is beſieged by our Fleet and by the Auftri- 
ans; and reduced, inſtead of conquering Kingdoms, to 
change their Camp, and regulate their Marches, with no 
other View than to avoid Famine. While that Prince, 
whoſe Dominions might moſt commodiouſly afford them Suc- 
cour, and whom all the Ties of Nature and of Intereſt oblige 
to aſſiſt them, is awed “ by the Britz/& Ships of War, which 


| lye 
* The following Article appear'd in the Gazette. AA 
© Whitehall, Sept. 4. By a Letter of the 1oth of Auguſt, receiv'd the 
* 24 Inſtant from Edward Allen, Eſq; his Majeſty's Conſul at Naples, to 
© his Grace the Duke of Newcaſtle, there is Advice, that on Sunday 
Morning, the 19th of Auguſt, a Squadron of his Majefty*s Ships, confi- 
« ſting of the Ipſwich, Capt. William Martin, Commodore; the Panther, 
Capt. Gideon; the Oxford, Capt, Pawlett z the Feverſham, Capt. 
© Hughs ; and the Durſley Galley, Capt. De I Angle; four Bomb Veſſels 
and four Tenders, appear d in the Bay of Naples; and ſome Hours before 
© they came to an Anchor before the Town (which was about Four in the 
Afternoon) the Duke of Monteallegre ſent to his Majeſty's Conſul, to 
« defire him to go aboard the Commodore, to know whether they came as 
Friends or Enemies, the Appearance ſeeming, as he ſaid, hoftile ; but 
that his Sicilian Majeſty would be glad to receive them as Friends, deſir- 
ing nothing more than the Amity of his Britannick Majeſty. The Con- 
* ſul upon that went on board the Commodore, who communicated to him 
© the Purport of the Order he had received from Vice Admiral Matthews, 
© and a Meſſage to be deliver'd in the King's Name to his Sicilian Maje- 
* ty, which was, that his Britannick Majefty being in Allia nce with the 
Queen of Hungary and the King of Sardinia, and the King of the Two 
* Sccilies having join'd his Forces with thoſe of Spain, in declar d War 
with England, to invade the Queen of Hungary's Dominions, con- 
* trary to all Treaties, he, the Commodore, was ſent to demand, that 
* the King of the Two Sicilies ſhould not only forthwith withdraw his 
Troops from acting in Conjunction with thoſe of Spain, but that his 
* Sicilian Majeſty ſhould promiſe not to give them any further Aſſiſtance 
rs, * of any Kind whatever. | ; 
& © Capt. De l' Angle, of the Durſley Galley, was charged with this 
wel : Meſſage, and the Commodore deſired the Conſul to accompany the 
Captain to be his Interpreter. They went to the Secretary's Office 
1 t five of the Clock. The King was then at Church, and was not to 
led , eturn till fix. But the Duke of Monteallegre received the Meſſage, 
ne : 2 "n them, that when the King returned he would give the An- 
' | | C Ac- 
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manders, upon the leaſt Suſpicion of Hoſtilities againſt" the 


'' Queen of Hungary, threaten to batter his Palaces, and de 


ſtroy his City. M 

In this Manner, my Lords, has the King of Great Bi. 
tuin aſſiſted the Houſe of Auſtria with his Treaſares, his In- 
fluence, and his Navy ; thus does he ſubdue fome Enemies 


and reftrain others; thus does he hold the Balance of che 


«WW 
War, b 
1 „ 


. © Accordingly at Eight the Duke of Monteallegre came from the 
© King in Council, and told them the Demand would be 2 with, 
© and in Writing, as required; but deſired to have ſome Anſwer allo in 
© Writing, importing, that upon the ſaid Compliance no Hoſtilities 
© ſhould be committed on their Side. They then returned on Board 
©, with' General Bourke, who was ſent from his Sicilian Majeſty to de- 
E fire this of the Commodore ; but he ſaid his Orders were abſolute, 
© 'and did not authorize him to give any Anſwer, but that he expetted 
© a Compliance in half an Hour's Time, or, at fartheſt, an Hour, after 
© the Conſul and Captain's being on Shore. The Duke of Monteallege 
© then defired that he might inſert in his Letter, That upon the Conſul 
© and Captain's Aſſurances by Word of Mouth, that no Hoſtilities ſhould 
© be committed, his Sicilian Majeſty did promiſe, &c. Capt. De IAngle 
© defired the Conful to tell the Duke, that he apprehended the Comme- 
©*'dore would not be ſatisſied with that Condition; upon which the 
© Duke defired the Conſul to aſſure the Commodore, that if he obje&ted 
©'to it, it ſhould be left out, and that the Subſtance of the Letter being 
© fully' what was required, he hoped it would be ſufficient for that 
Night. It was two Hours paſt Midnight when the Conſul 'return'd 
on Board, and the Commodore was ſo far ſatisfied, as to promiſe he 
© would not commence- any Hoftilities,* upon the Aſſurances given him 
© 'by the Conſul, that any Thing ke objected to in the Form would be 
© altered; and accordingly in the Morning, another Letter was wrote 
in the exact Words required, and upon the Receipt of it, the Com- 
© -modore ordered all the Ships to prepare for ſailing, and they were 
© under Sail before Night, and out of Sight the next Morning, the 21f, 
N. S. having been only 24 Hours at Anchor in the Bay. The whole 
© City was in the greateſt Alarm and Confternation imaginable during the 
© faid Negociation. | 1 


The following is a Tranſlation of the Letter abovementioned, writ- 

© ten by the Duke of Monteallegre to Commodore Martin. 
. Fir, | 10 8 Naples, Aug. 20, N. S. 
% The King bad already reſolved, and given Orders, that his T 
0 which are joined with thoſe of Spain, ſhould withdraw, in order to 
% Defence of his own Dominions. His Majeſty commands me to pro- 
<<. miſe you, in his Name, that he will forthwith repeat his Orders, 
<< that his Troops, withdrawing from the Romagna, where they art 
<< at preſent, ſhall immediately return into this Kingdom, and that he 
6 will not, in any Manner whatſoever, either aid or aſſiſt thoſe df 

6 Spain any more in the preſent War in Italy. | 

| Signed, : 4 £280 

To Capt Wm Martin, The Mary. of Salas, 
Commander of the D. of Montealleꝶie. 

„ Engliſh Squadron. a 13 


C ͤ ST 5» 6 > rg goo Wen gg 


* 


KA A 


IS 


War, and thus does he add the Weight of P 
Scale of Juſtice. | | 


and to take from the Enemies of Liberty all Hopes of reco- 


vering' the Advantages, which Hep. have loſt; he has now 


no longer confined his Aſſiſtance to Negotiations and pecuni- 


ary Supplies, He knows that Alliances are always beſt ob- 


ſerved when they confer Security, or produce manifeſt Ad- 
vantage, and that Money will not always be equivalent to 
Armies. He has, therefore, now acted openly in Defence 


of his Ally, has filled Flanders + once more with Britifs 


Troops, and garriſoned the Frontier /Towns with the Forces 
of that Nation by which they were gained. The Old Sol- 
dier now ſees once more the Plains, over,which he formerly 
purſued the Squadrons of France, points the Place where he 
ſeized the Standards, or broke the Lines, where he trampled 
the Oppreſſors of Mankind, with that Spirit which is en- 
kindled by Liberty and Juſtice. His Heart now beats once 
more at the Sight of thoſe Walls, which he formerly ſtorm- 


ed, and he ſhows the Wounds, which he received in the Mine = 
or on the Breach. 'The French now diſcover, that they are 


not yet Lords of the Continent, and that Great Britain has 
other Armies ready to force once more the Paſſes of Schel- 


lenburg, to wreſt from them the Sceptre of univerſal Mo- 


narchy, and confine them again to their own Dominions. 

To the Britih Regiments his Majeſty. has joined a 
large Body of the Forces of his own Electorate , without 
Regard to the Danger, which may threaten his Dominions 
in the Abſence of his Troops, having no other View than 
to ſecure the publick Tranquility at whatever Hazard of his 


own, and being convinced that private Intereſt is moſt 'effec- 


tually ſecured by a ſteady Attention to general Good. 


© Theſe Meaſures, my Lords, undoubtedly demand our 


Gratitude and Applauſe. Gratitude is always due to favou- 
Vor. Vi“ 8 rruable 


F On the 24th of April the following Forces were embark*d for 
Flanders with all Expedition. [Horſe.] The Third and Fourth T 
of Guards; the ſecond Troop of Grenadier Guards z the King's Regi- 
ment; and Ligonier's. {[Dragoons.] Honeywood's ; Campbell's ; Haw- 
ley's; Cadogan's z Rich's. [Foot.] Three Battalions of Guards 
Howard's 3 Cornwallis*s 5 Duroure's z Pultney's 5 Campbell's ; Peers's ; 
Handaſyd's ; Husk's 3 Bragg s; Ponſonby's; Johnſon's, and -Bligh's, 
To be commanded by the following General 1 Field Marſhal, 


Earl of Stair, Commander in Chief. ¶ Lieutenants General.] Honey- 

wood (to have the Command till the Earl of Stair's Arrival) Earl of 

Dunmore, and Campbell. [Majors General.] Howard, Cope, Ligoni- 

er, Hawley, and Earl of Albernarle.  {Brigadiers.] Cornwallis, Earl 

of Effingham, Pulteney, Bragg, Huske, and Ponſonby. 
* Sixteen Thouſand Men, 


1 


wer to the An. 16. Geo. 11. 
« But to ſecure the Succeſs that has been already obtained, 
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An. 16, Geo. II. rable Intentions and diligent. Endeavours, even when thoſe 
1742. Intentions are fruſtrated and thoſe Endeavours defeated; and 


Applauſe is often paid to Succeſs, when it has been mere 
the Effect of Chance, and been produced by Meaſures il! 
adapted to the End, which was intended by them, Bot 
ſurely, when juſt Deſigns have been happily executed, when 
wiſe Meaſures are blefled with Succeſs, neither Envy nor 
Hatred will dare to refuſe their Acclamations; ſurely thaſe 
will at leaſt congratulate, whom the Corruption of their 
Hearts hinders from rejoicing, and thoſe who cannot love 
will at leaſt commend. ff.... 
Here, my Lords, I ſuſpect no Inclination to depreciate 
the Happineſs that we enjoy, or to calumniate that Virtue | 
by which it has been obtained; and therefore doubt not 
but your Lordſhips will readily concur in the reaſonable Mo- 
tion, which I have now to offer; That an humble Ad- 
© dreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to return him the Thanks 
© of this Houſe, for his moſt gracious Speech from the 
Throne: To declare our juſt Senſe of his Majelty's great 
Care and Vigilance for the Support of the Houſe of 4x 
* flria, and for reſtoring and ſecuring the Balance of Power: 
To acknowledge his Majeſty's great Wiſdom and Atten- 
tion to the publick Welfare, in ſending ſo conſiderable a 
Body of his Forces into the Low Countries, and in 
© ſtrengthening them with his EleQoral Troops, and the 
* Heſſians in Britih Pay; and thereby forming ſuch an At- 
© my as may defend and encourage thoſe Powers, who are 
© well intention'd, and give a real Aſſiſtance to the Queen of 
Hungary; and to aſſure his Majeſty of the Concurrence and 
© Support of this Houſe in this neceſſary Meaſure ; To er 
« preſs our Satisfaction in the good Effects, which the Vigour 
« exerted by Great Britain in aſſiſting its ancient Allies, and 
* maintaining the Liberties of Europe, hath” already had on 
the Affairs of the Queen of Hungary, and on the Conduct | 
© of ſeveral Powers, and our Hopes that a ſteady Perſeve- | 
© rance in the ſame Meaſures, will inſpire the like Spirit and | 
© Reſolution into other Powers, equally engaged by Treaties 
© and common Intereſt to take the like Part: To give his 


$ 


«' Majeſty the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances, that this Houſe has the , 
* Honour and Safety of his Majeſty, the true Intereſt and { 
© Proſperity of his Kingdoms, the Security and Advancement 0 
© of their Commerce, the Succeſs of the War againſt Spain, n 
and the Re-eſtabliſhment of the Balance and Tranquility of 


© Europe entirely at Heart : That theſe ſhall be the great 
and conſtant Objects of our Proceedings and Reſolutions, 
© this Houſe being determined to ſupport his Majeſty 2 1 
i 4 4 j 
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« juſt and neceſſary Meaſures for attaining thoſe great and An. 76. Geo. II. 


« defirable Ends, and to ſtand by a nd Asad hi Majeſty So 


© againſt all his Enemies. tn 8 
He was ſeconded by Lord Mountfort e: 
My Lords, . | 


nion ſo proper and juſt, ſo ſuitable to the Dignity of this 
Aſſembly, and ſo expreſſive of the Gratitude which the Vigi- 


lance of his Majeſty for the public Good, ought to kindle in - 


every Heart not chill'd by ungenerous Indolence, or harden- 
ed by inveterate Diſaffection, that I cannot diſcover any Rea- 
ſon for which it can be oppoſed ; and therefore hope that 


every Lord will concur in it with no leſs Alacrity and Zeal 


than I now riſe up to ſecond it. MEE 
It may indeed naturally be hoped from this Houſe, that 


his Majeſty's Meaſures will be readily approved, ſince they - 


are ſuch as even Malice and Faction will not dare to cenſure 
or oppoſe, ſuch as Calumny will not venture to defame, and 
ſuch as thoſe who will not praiſe them can never mention. 
If it be allowed, that the Intereſt of France is oppoſite to 
that of Great Britain, that the Equipoiſe of Power on the 
Continent is to be preſerved ; if any of the Counſels of our 
Anceſtors deſerve our Attention, if our Victories at Cre//y or 
at Ramilies are juſtly celebrated by our Hiſtorians, the Wiſ- 
dom of our Sovereign's Conduct cannot be denied. | 

The French, my Lords, whom our Armies in the Reign 
of Queen Anne, ſaw flying before them, who, from Ae 
Kingdoms and preſeribing Laws to Mankind, were reduce 
to the Defence of their own Country, who were driven from 
Intrenchment to Intrenchment, and from one Fortification to 
another, now grown Inſolent with the Pleaſures of Peace and 
the Afluence of Commerce, have forgotten the Power, by 
which their Schemes were baffled, and their Arrogance re- 
prefled, by which their Fabrick of univerſal Monarchy was 
ſhatter'd, and themſelves almoſt buried in the Ruins. 

* Infatuated with the Contemplation of their own Forces, 


| elated with the Number of their Troops, the Magnificence of 


their Cities, and the Opulence of their Treaſury, they have 
once more imagin'd themſelves ſupefior to Reſiſtance, and 


again aſpire to the Command of the Univerſe; they have now ' 


for ſome Time aſſumed the haughty Stile of the Legiſlators 
of Mankind; and have expected, that Princes ſhould appeal 
to them as to the higheſt human Tribunal, and that Nations 
1742. 16 4 ſhould 


So created upon the Diſſolution of the laſt Parliament, being before 
Knight of the Shire for Cambridge, | | | 


” ET it, Lord Mountfort, 
The Motion offer'd by the noble Lord, is in my Opi- 


Au. 16. Geo. II. ſhould ſubmit their Claims to their Arbitration; they 
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already aſſumed the Diſtribution of Dominions, and expeſt 


that neither Peace ſhall be concluded, nor War proclaimed, 


but by their Permiſſion or Advice. $3 | 
By this Gradation of exorbitant Claims and oppreſſye 


Meaſures have they at length arrived, my Lords, at the 


Summit of Infolence, by theſe Steps have they aſcended once 
more to the towering Throne of univerſal Monarchy; nor 
was any Thing wanting to compleat their Plan, but that 


their ancient Rival, the German Empire, ſhould be redurd 
to acknowledge their Sovereignty, and that the ſupreme Dig. 


nity of Europe ſhould be the Gift of the French Bounty. 


The Death of the late Emperor without Male Line, fur. 


niſhed them with an Opportunity of executing their Deſign, 
too favourable to be neglected. They now imagin'd it in 


their Power not only to diſpoſe of the Imperial Dignity, but 


to divide the Dominions of the Houſe of Auſtria into many 


petty Sovereignties, incapable ſingly of oppoling them, and 


unlikely to unite in any Common Cauſe, or to preſerve a 
Confederacy unbroken, if they ſhould by Accident agree to 
form it. Rot ol £ 
They therefore ſent their Armies into Germany to ſuper- 
intend the approaching Election, and by hovering over the 
Territories of Princes unable to reſiſt them, extorted Voices 
in Favour of their Ally, a Prince, whoſe Dominions muſt by 
their Situation always oblige him to Compliance with the De- 
mands and to Concurrence in the Schemes of his ProteQors, 
and who will rather act as the Subſtitute of France than the 
Emperor of Germany. 85 | 
But it was to no Purpoſe that they had graced their De- 
pendent with titular Honours and Enſigns of Sovereignty, if 
the Houſe of Auſtria ſtill retained its Hereditary Dominion, 
and preſerv'd its Strength when it had loft its Dignity. They 


well knew, that Armies were equally formidable, whether 


commanded by an Emperor or an inferior Sovereign, and that 
a mere Alteration of Names, though it might afford a ſlight 
and tranſient Gratification to Vanity, would produce no real 
Increaſe or Diminution of Power. | 1 8 

© They therefore thought it neceſſary to improve the pre- 
ſent Time of Confuſion, and excite all the Princes of the 
Empire to revive their ancient Claims upon the Auſtrian Ter- 
ritories ; Claims, which how long ſoever they had been for- 
gotten, howloever abrogated by long Preſcription, or annull'd 
by ſubſequent Treaties, were now again to become valid, and 
to be decided by the Arbitration of France. | | 

But this Project being defeated by the heroic Con” 
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of the Queen of Hungary, whoſe Wiſdom and Reſolution, An. 16. Geo. II. 


which will equal her Name in future Hiſtories with thoſe 
of the moſt ſucceſsful Conquerors, rejected their Mediation, 
and refus'd to own her Right doubtful, by ſubmitting it to 
to be tryed ; they were oblig d no longer to diſſemble their 
Deſigns, or make further Pretences to eſpect or Tenderneſs. 
Her Fall was neceſſary to their own Exaltation; they there- 
fore kindled a general Conflagration of War, they excited 
all the Princes to take Arms againſt her, and found it indeed 
no difficult Taſk to perſuade them to attack a Princeſs, whom 
they thought unable to form an Army, whom they believ- 
ed they ſhould rather purſue than engage, and whoſe Domi- 
nions might be over-run without Bloodſhed, and whom they 
ſhould conquer only by marching againſt her. 

« Such a Combination as this, a Combination of Mo- 
narchs of which each appeared able ſingly to have carried 


on a War againſt her, nothing but the higheſt Degree of 


Magnanimity could have form'd a Deſign of reſiſting, nor 
could that Reſiſtance have procured the leaſt Advantages, or 
retarded for a ſingle Day the Calamities that were threatened, 
had it not been regulated by every martial Virtue, had not 
Policy united with Courage, and Caution with Activity. 

* Thus did the Intrepidity of this Princeſs, my Lords, 


ſupport her againſt the Storms that ſhook her Kingdom on 


every Side ; thus did thoſe, whom her Virtues gained over 
to her Service, and whom her Example animated with Con- 
tempt of ſuperior Numbers, defend her againſt the Forces of 
all ſurrounding Nations, led on by Monarchs, and elated 
with the Proſpect of an eaſy Conqueſt. | 

Hut the utmoſt that could be hoped, from the moſt refi- 
ned Stratagems, or the moſt exalted Courage, was only that 
her Fate might be deferred, that ſhe would not fall wholly 
unrevenged, that her Enemies would ſuffer with her, and 
that Victory would not be gained without a Battle. It was 
evident, that Bravery muſt in Time give Way to Strength, 
that Vigour muſt be wearied, and Policy exhauſted, that by 
a conſtant Succeſſion of new Forces the moſt reſolute Troops 
muſt be overwhelmed, and that the Houſe of Auſtria could 
only gain by the War the fatal Honour of being gloriouſly 
extinguiſh'd. | | | „ 

* This his Majeſty's Wiſdom eaſily enabled him to diſco - 
ver, and his Goodneſs incited him to prevent; he called up- 
on all the Powers, who had promiſed to preſerve the Prag- 
matick Sanction, to have Regard to the Faith of Nations, and 
by fulfilling their Engagements to preſerve the Liberties of 


Europe; but the Succeſs of his Remonſtrances only afforded 
| Ee 3 | a new 
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An, 16, Geo. II. a new Inſtance of the Weakneſs of Juſtice, when oppoſed to 
1742 Tntereſt, or Fear. All the Potentates of the Continent were te- 
ſtrained by the Threats or gained by the Promiſes of France, 
and the Diſpoſal of the Poſſeſſions of the Auſtrian Houſe, 
ſeemed, by the general Conſent of Europe, to be reſigned to 
the Family of Bourbon.” 2 
«* But our Sovereign was not yet diſcouraged from aſſerting 
the Rights, which he had promiſed to maintain, nor did he 
think the Negle& or Treachery of others a ſufficient Reaſon 
for refuſing that Aſſiſtance, which Juſtice and Policy equally 
required. He knew the Power of his own Kingdoms, and 
though he did not omit to cultivate Alliances, he was conſci.- 
ous of his Ability to proceed without them, and therefore 
ſhewed, by ſending his Troops into the Auffrian Territories, 
that the Meaſures of the Sovereign of Great Brilain, were not 
to be regulated by either his Enemies or his Confederates, 
that this Nation is yet able to ſupport its own Claims, and 
protect thoſe of its Allies, and that while we attack one of | 
the Kingdoms of the Houſe of Bourbon, we are not afraid to 
ſet the other at Defiance. e 
The Effects of this Conduct, my Lords, were im- 
mediately apparent; the King of Sardinia engaged to op- 
poſe the Entrance of the Spamards into taly, the King of 
Pruſ/ia not only made a Peace with the Queen of Hungary, 
by whom he was more to be dreaded than any other Enemy, 
but entered into an Alliance with his Majeſty, who has made 
no ſmall Addition to his Influence by another Treaty with 
the moſt Powerful Nation of the“ North. 1 
* Thus, my Lords, are the dreadful Arms of France, 
which are never employed but in the deteſtable and horrid 
Plan of extending Slavery and ſupporting Oppreſſion, ſtopped 
in the full Career of Succeſs. Thus is the Scheme of uni- 
verſal Monarchy once more blaſted, and the World taught, 
that the Preſervation of the Rights of Mankind, the Security 
of Religion, and the Eſtabliſhment of Peace, are not imprac- 
ticable, that the Power of Great Britain is yet undiminitſhed, , 
and that her Spirit is not yet depreſſed. ; 
Buy his Majeſty's Conduct, my Lords, the Reputation of 
our Country is now raiſed to its utmoſt Height, we are now 
conſidered as the Arbiters of Empire, the Protectors of Right, 
the Patrons of Diſtreſs, and the Suſtdiners of the Balance of 
Europe? I cannot therefore but conclude, that no Man in 
this illuſtrious Aſſembly will be unwilling to acknowledge 
that Wiſdom and Firmneſs, which not only this Nation, but 
the greateſt Part of the Univerſe, will remember with —— 
titude 
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titude in the remoteſt Ages, and that the Motion, which I An; 
now ſecond, will be univerſally approved. 


The Lord: Chancellor. then read the Motion, and aſked 
whether their Lordſhips would have the Queſtion put; upon 
following Purpoſe. RE | 


My Lords, 


| © Though the Motion has been, by the noble Lord who E. of Cheſterfield 


made it, introduced with all. the Art of Rhetoric, and en- 
forced by him that ſeconded it, with the utmoſt Ardour of 
Zeal, and the higheſt Raptures of Satisfaction and Gratitude 3 
though all the late Meafures have been recommended to our 
Applauſe, as Proofs of the ſtricteſt Fidelity, and the moſt 
ſagacious Policy; and though I am very far from intending 
to charge them with Weakneſs or Injuſtice, or from pretend - 
ing to have diſcovered in them a ſecret Tendency'to advance 
any Intereſt in Oppoſition to that of Great Britain, Iam yet 
not able to prevail upon myſelf, to ſuppreſs thoſe Scruples, 
which hinder me from concurring with them, and from ap- 
proving the Addreſs which is now propoſed. _ 

] am leſs inclined, my Lords, to favour the preſent Mo- 
tion, becauſe I have long been deſirous of ſeeing the ancient 
Method of general Addreſſes revived by this Houſe, a Me- 
thod of Addreſs, by which. our Princes were reverenced with- 
out Flattery, and which left us at Liberty to honour the 
Crown without deſcending to idolize the Miniſtry. | 

I know not, my Lords, what Advantages have been 
procured by an annual Repetition of the Speeches from the 
Throne, however Gracious or Excellent. For ourſelves, we 
have certainly obtained no new Confidence from the Crown, 
nor any higher Degree of Honour among the People. The 
Incenſe, which from our Cenſers has fo long perfumed the 
Palace, has inclined the Nation to ſuſpect, that we are long 
enough enured to Idolatry, to offer up their Properties for a 
Sacrifice, whenever they ſhall be required; and I cannot 
diſſemble my Suſpicions, that a long Continuance of this 
Cuſtom may give ſome ambitious or oppreſſive Prince in 
ſome diſtant Age, when perhaps this beneficent and illuftrious 
Family may be extin&, the Confidence to demand it. © 

I cannot but be of Opinion, and hope your Lordſhips 
will be convinced upon very ſhort Reflection, that there is a 
Stile of Servility, which it becomes not this Houſe: to uſe 
even to our Monarchs : We are to remember indeed that Re- 
verence which is always due from Subjects, but to preſerve 

: RI likewiſe 


An. 16. Geo. II. likewiſe that Dignity which is inſeparable from Independe 
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iſlative Authority. e 5 
85 Thar we ought not to deſcend to the meaneſt of Flattery, 
that we ought to preſerve the Privilege of Speaking without 
exaggerated Praiſes or affected Acknowledgements, our Re- 
gard not only to ourſelves but to our Sovereign ought to re- 
mind us. For, nothing is more evident, my Lords, than 


that no Monarch can be happy while his People are miſer- 


able, that the Throne can be ſecure only by being guarded 
by the Affections of the People; and the Prince can only 
gain and preſerve their Affections by promoting their Intereſt 


and ſupporting their Privileges. 273 ö 
But how, my Lords, ſhall that Monarch diſtinguiſh the 


Intereſt of his People, whom none ſhall-dare to approach 
with Information ? How ſhall their Privileges be ſupported, 
if when they are infringed, no Man will complain ? And 
who ſhall dare to lay any publick Grievances or private 
Wrongs before the King of Great Britain, if the higheſt 
Aſſembly of the Nation ſhall never Addreſs him but in Term: 
of Flattery ? | 5 0 

The Neceſſity of putting an End to this corrupt Cuſtom, 
becomes every Day more and more urgent; the Affairs of 
Europe are haſtening to a Criſis, in which all our Prudence 
and all our Influence will be required, and we ought there- 
fore to take care not to perplex our Reſolutions by voluntary 
Ignorance, or deſtroy our Credit by a publick Approbation 
of Meaſures, which we are well known not to underſtand. 

© I ſuppoſe, none of your Lordſhips, who are not engaged 
in the Adminiſtration of Affairs, will think it derogatory 
from the Reputation of our Abilities and Experience, to con -· 
feſs, that you do not yet ſee all the Circumſtances, or Con- 
ſequences of the Meaſures, which you are deſired to applaud; 
Meaſures which have been too lately taken to diſcover their 
own Tendency, and with Relation to which no Papers have 
been laid before us. We are told of Armies joined, and 
Treaties concluded, and therefore, called upon to praiſe the 
Wiſdom of our Negotiations, and the Uſefulneſs and Vigour 
of our military Preparations, though we are neither acquaint- 
ed on what Terms our Alliances are formed, nor on what 
Conditions our Auxiliaries aſſiſt us. 

This, my Lords, is ſurely ſuch Treatment as no liberal 
Mind can very patiently ſupport ; it is little leſs than to re- 
quire, that we ſhould follow our Guides with our Eyes ſhat ; 
that we ſhould place implicite Confidence in the Wiſdom of 
our Miniſters, and having firſt ſuffered them' to blind our- 
ſelves aſſiſt them afterwards to blind the People. 


« The 
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The longer I dwell upon the Confideration of this Mo- An. 16. Geo. IIC 
tion, the more Arguments ariſe to . rr me, that we 1742. 
ought not haſtily to agree to it. My Lords, the Addreſs 
propoſed, like the Speech itſelf, is of a very complicated and 
intricate Kind, and compriſes in a few Words many Tranſac- 
tions of great Importance, crouded together with an artful 
Brevity, that the Mind may be hindered by the Multitude - 
of Images, from diſtin and deliberate Conſideration of Par- 
ticulars. Here are AQs of Negotiation confounded with - 
Operations of War, one Treaty intangled with another, and 
the Union of the Hanowverians with our Troops, mentioned 
almoſt in the ſame Sentence with the Spanifs War. This 
Croud of Tranſactions, ſo different in their Nature, ſo vari- 
ous in their Conſequences, who can venture to approve in the 
Groſs ? or who can diſtinguiſh without long Examination ? 

I hope, my Lords, that I ſhall not be charged with 
want of Candour, in ſuppoſing the Motion not to be an ex- 
temporaneous Compoſition, but to be drawn up with Art 
and Deliberation. It is well known, that the Addreſs is 
often concerted at the ſame Time that the Speech is com- 
poſed, and that it is not uncommon to take Advantage of the 
Superiority, which long Acquaintance with the Queſtion 
gives thoſe who defend the Motion, 0” thoſe who oppoſe 


It. 5 4 
We are indeed told, that the viſible Effects of his Ma- 
jeſty's Meaſures prove their Expediency, and that we may 
ſafely applaud that Conduct of which we receive the Bene- 
fits. But, my Lords, the Advantages muſt be ſeen or felt be- 
fore they can be properly acknowledged; and it has not been 
ſhewn, that we have yet either intimidated the Enemies of 
the Queen of Hungary, whoſe Intereſt we have been lately 
taught to believe inſeparable from own, or encouraged 
any new Allies to declare in her Favour, | 
* The Dutch, ® my Lords, are not yet rouſed from their 
Slumber of Neutrality; and how jolly ſoever we may 2 
| | ert 


a4 


* Upon the Earl of Stair's being ſent over to the Hague as Ambaſſador 
Plenipotentiary, he made the following Speech to their High Mightineſſes. 


* High and Mighty Lords, £ | 

© The King my Maſter, tho' cloſely united with your Republick by 
the ſtrongeſt Tyes of mutual Intereſt, which render a good Correſpon- 
* dence between his Kingdoms and your Dominions indiſpenſible for the 
_ © reciprocal Support of their Liberty and Independence, endeavours 
© morever, in this critical and dangerous Conjun&ure, to give you the 
© moſt convincing Proofs of his perfect Friendſhip and entire Confidence; 
* and *tis with this Purpoſe that his Majeſty ſends me hither in Quality 
of his Embaſſador F nn 
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An. 16. Geo. II. ſert our Zeal, or with whatever Pomp we may diſplay our 
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1742: Strength, they ſtill ſeem to doubt tither our Integrity or 


Force; and are afraid of engaging in the Quarrel, leſt they 
ſhould be either conquered or betrayed. Nor has the Ap- 
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take with your High Mightineſſes the propereſt Meaſures for preſer. 
ving the Liberties of Europe, and reſtoring a juſt Equilibrium in it 
as well as for maintaining the Independency of his Kingdoms and the 
Dominions of your High Mightineſſes, by preſerving the Houſe of 
Auftria, purſuant to our common Engagements and mutual Intereſt ; 
and his Majeſty flatters himſelf that theſe Meaſures will be taken 
without Loſs of Time. : [N90 
© All the World is acquainted with the generous Efforts of your An- . 
ceſtors to recover their Liberties and defend their Religion: All the 
World is Witneſs of the great Actions performed by your Republick in 
our Days for the Support of the Liberties of Europe. Such glorious 
Actions do not permit the King to doubt, in the leaſt, the Magna- 
nimity and Wiſdom of your Republick.. | "I 
© Certainly you will not now ſubmit to that Slavery, to avert which 


© you formerly fought ſo gloriouſly. 
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© In this firm Perſuaſion the King addreſſes himſelf to your High 
Mightineſſes to augment your Land- Forces, and to put to Sea Part 
of your Fleet. Thereby, your High Mightineſſes, cloſely united with 
the King of Great Britain, will abſolutely be Maſters at Sea, which 
is a very great Advantage; and, on the other Hand, you will alſo 
be in a Condition to ſecure that Part of your Frontier which you now 
find moſt exposꝰd; and in Caſe your High Mightineſſes judge it necef- 
fary to have a farther Security by a new Alliance on that Side, the 
King, in Quality of Ele&or, cordially offers to come into it; and to 
the End that the Barrier may not be weaken'd by the Troops which 
you may think fit to employ in the Places that lye expos'd on the 
Frontier, the King has already given Orders, at the Requeſt of the 


Queen of Hungary, to tranſport a confiderable Body of his Britiſh 


Troops to the Low Countries. X | i 

© Thus, when your High Mightineſſes have put all your Frontier 
Towns in a Condition not to fear any Surprize, you may protect your 
Allies in ſuch Manner as you judge moſt convenient ; and thereby 
other Princes, who may be willing to join the Maritime Powers in 


Defence of the Liberties of Europe, may do it more freely and with- 


out Fear; which never will happen without a perfect and declar'd 
Union between the two Powers, and without their taking, in concert, 
Meaſures for their reciprocal Safety, the Preſervation of their Allies 
and the publick Liberty. 

© All that we have ſeen of late ought to be a full Conviction to us 
that the moſt ſolemn Treaties are too weak-a Barrier for the Liberties 
of Europe, and that we muſt have better Securities for the future. 
The King finds himſelf obliged to remonſtrate to your High Migh- 
tineſſes that the ſolemn Faith of Treaties demands Succours from the 
Queen of Hungary. | „ 
© On his Part the King has given very convincing Proofs of his Good 


Faith and his Friendſhip for the ſaid Queen. The large Sums fur- 


niſh'd laſt Year, and the ftill greater Sums granted for the preſent 
Year, are Vouchers for his Exactneſs and his Readineſs to perform 
even more than his Engagements. . The King truſts, from your High 
Mightineſſes well known good Faith, that you will not delay fulfilling 


, 
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proach of our Army, however they may be delighted with the An, 16. Geo. u. 


Show, inſpired them with more Courage, tho? they are in- 
forced by the Troops of Hanover. _ ed os To 
The Addition of theſe Forces to the Britiſb Army, has 


Li 


been mentioned as an Inſtance of uncommon Attention to the 
great Cauſe of univerſal Liberty, as a Proof that no Regard 
has been paid to private Intereſt, and that all Conſiderations 

VET 1 Den oe are 


your Engagements in the ſame Manner to the Queen; and his Ma- 
jeſty entreats your High Mightineſſes to conſider, that if that Princeſs 
© is once cruſh'd it will be a more difficult Task to maintain the gene- 
© ral Independency of Europe. | 

© The unanimous Conſent of his People ought to be a very agreeable 
© Guaranty to your High Mightineſſes of his Majeſty's good and gene- 


© rous Intentions 3 and the King flatters himſelf that the Subjects of 


your High Mightineſſes have the ſame Sentiments in regard to the 
© Preſervation of their Independence and the publick Liberty. 

© The Uprightneſs of my Heart, the Sincerity of my Intentions for 
© my Country, for the King my Maſter, and for your Republick, will, 
© I hope, make Amends for many Defects. | 

© And I ſhall explain myſelf in a more ample Manner as ſoon as your 
© High Mightineſſes pleaſe to appoint Commiſſioners to confer with me.“ 


M. Van Haren, Preſident of the Week, made his Excellency the 
following Anſwer : | 


© The Friendſhip and Union which have ſo long ſubſiſted between the 


© Crown of Great Britain and this Republick, have been always look*d 


© upon by their High Mightineſſes as too advantageous not to think it 


*. their Duty to employ their utmoſt Endeavours to cultivate and per- 
© petuate them. | ; 

© It is not therefore ſurpriſing that they now receive an extreme 
© Pleaſure to be inform'd of the Deſires of his Britannick Majeſty, for 
© not only confirming, but eftabliſhing upon more ſolid and laſting Foun- 
© dations than ever, the good Underſtanding between the Maritime 
© Powers. : - . 
The N bourhood, the ſolemn Treaties, and the Conformity of 
* Sentiments, as well in reſpect to Religion as Liberty, all contribute to 
make us ſenſible of the ineſtimable Price which ought to be ſet upon 
© the ſtrict Union betwixt the two Nations; their High Mightineſſes 
* will always give convincing Proofs of it; as alſo of their profound 
© Veneration, and of their perfect Eſteem, for the ſacred Perſon of his 
* Majeſty, and for all his Royal Family, for the Preſervation and Pro- 
* ſperity of whom they offer up the moſt ardent and fincere Vows 2 
* And they cannot help manifeſting how greatly they are delighted, that 
© his Majeſty has made Choice of you to come to give them theſe Aſſu- 
© rances, which will greatly tend to draw the Knot of mutual Friend- 
* ſhip cloſer, No one, Sir, could be more- proper than you for this 
* Employment : You, whoſe good Intention towards the Republick is 
: woo known, and whoſe Merit is ſo univerſally applauded and ad- 

mir'd, ; 

© Their High Mightineſſes will give the utmoſt Attention to what 


you come to propoſe to them, and will be ready to give you Audi- 


* ence, and to appoint Commiſſaries to confer with you, as often as you 
* ſhall wiſh,? | 


1742. : 
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| a 6. Ges. II. ſert | our Zeal, or with whatever Pomp we may diſplay our 
1542. Strength, they ſtill ſeem to doubt tither our Integrity or 
Force; and are afraid of engaging in the Quarrel, leſt they 
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ſhould be either conquered or trayed. Nor has the Ap- 
* take with your High Mightineſſes the propereſt Meaſures for prefer. 


A A a a A 


ving the Liberties of Europe, and reſtoring a juſt Equilibrium in it 3 
as well as for maintaining the Independency of his Kingdoms and the 
Dominions of your High Mightineſſes, by preſerving the Houſe of 
Auſtria, purſuant to our common Engagements and mutual Intereſt 

and his Majeſty flatters himſelf that theſe Meaſures will be taken 
without Loſs of Time. * 9 

© All the World is acquainted with the generous Efforts of your An- 
ceſtors to recover their Liberties and defend their Religion : All the 
World is Witneſs of the great Actions performed by your Republick in 
our Days for the Support of the Liberties of Europe. Su 3 
Actions do not permit the King to doubt, in the leaſt, the Magna- 
nimity and Wiſdom of your Republic. 1 

© Certainly you will not now ſubmit to that Slavery, to avert which 


© you formerly fought ſo gloriouſly. 


GO AAA aA AX & A 
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© In this firm Perſuaſion the King addreſſes himſelf to your High 
Mightineſſes to augment your Land- Forces, and to put to Sea Part 
of your Fleet. Thereby, your High Mightineſſes, cloſely united with 
the King of Great Britain, will abſolutely be Maſters at Sea, which 
is a very great Advantage; and, on the other Hand, you will alſo 
be in a Condition to ſecure that Part of your Frontier which you now 
find moſt expos' d; and in Caſe your High Mightineſſes judge it neceſ- 
ſary to have a farther Security by a new Alliance on that Side, the 
King, in Quality of Ele&or, cordially offers to come into it; and to 
the End that the Barrier may not be weaken'd by the Troops which 
you may think fit to employ in the Places that lye expos'd on the 
Frontier, the King has already given Orders, at the Requeſt of the 


Queen of Hungary, to tranſport a conſiderable Body of his Britiſh 
A 5 


Troops to the Low Countries. $2 | 8 
© Thus, when your High Mightineſſes have put all your Frontier 
Towns in a Condition not to fear any Surprize, you may protect your 
Allies in ſuch Manner as you judge moſt convenient ; and thereby 
other Princes, who may be willing to join 'the Maritime Powers in 


Defence of the Liberties of Europe, may do it more freely and with- 


out Fear; which never will happen without a perfect and declar'd 
Union between the two Powers, and without their taking, in concert, 


Meaſures for their reciprocal Safety, the Preſervation of their Allies 


and the publiek Liberty. 
© All that we have ſeen of late ought to be a full Conviction to us 
that the moſt ſolemn Treaties are too weak a Barrier for the Liberties 
of Europe, and that we muſt have better Securities for the future. 
© The King finds himſelf obliged to remonſtrate to your High Migh- 
tineſſes that the ſolemn Faith of Treaties demands Succours from the 
Queen of Hungary. | OA 
© On his Part the King has given very convincing Proofs of his Good 
Faith and his Friendſhip for the ſaid Queen. The large Sums fur- 
niſh*d laſt Year, and the ftill greater Sums granted for the preſent 
Year, are Vouchers for his Exactneſs and his Readineſs to perform 
even more than his Engagements. The King truſts,. from your High 
Mightineſſes well known good Faith, that you will not delay fulfilling 
Fol you 
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Show, inſpired them with more Courage, tho they are in- 


proach of our Army, however they may be delighted with the An. 16. Geo, n. oy 
27. 


forced by the Troops of Hanover. 


mo 4 


The Addition of theſe Forces to the Britif Army, "Mi f 


been mentioned as an Inſtance of uncommon Attention to the 
great Cauſe of univerſal Liberty, as a Proof that no Regard 
has been paid to private Intereſt, and that all Conſiderations 


your Engagements in the ſame Manner to the Queen; and his Ma- 
I jeſty entreats your High Mightineſſes to confider, that if that Princeſs 
© is once cruſh'd it will be a more difficult Task to maintain the gene- 
© ral Independency of Europe. j | | | 

© The unanimous Conſent of his People ought to be a very agreeable 
© Guaranty to your High Mightineſſes of his . good and gene- 
© rous Intentions; and the King flatters himſelf 
« your High Mightineſſes have the ſame Sentiments in regard to the 
« Preſervation of their Independence and the publick Liberty. 

© The Uprightneſs of my Heart, the Sincerity of my Intentions for 
© my Country, for the King my Maſter, and for your Republick, will, 
I hope, make Amends for many Defects. 5 

© And I ſhall explain myſelf in a more ample Manner as ſoon as your 
„High Mightineſſes pleaſe to appoint Commiſſioners to confer with me.” 


M. Van Haren, Preſident of the Week, made his Excellency the 


following Anſwer : 


© The Friendſhip and Union which have ſo long ſubſiſted between the 
© Crown of Great Britain and this Republick, have been always look*d 


© upon by their High Mightineſſes as too advantageous not to think it 


© their Duty to employ their utmoſt Endeavours to cultivate and per- 
c petuate them. ; 
© It is not therefore ſurprifing that they now receive an extreme 
© Pleaſure to be inform'd of the Deſires of his Britannick Majeſty, for 
© not only confirming, but eftabliſhing upon more ſolid and laſting Foun- 
© cations than ever, the good Underſtanding between the Maritime 
© Powers. p «41 
© The N Gourhood, the ſolemn Treaties, and the Conformity of 
* Sentiments, as well in reſpect to Religion as Liberty, all contribute to 
© make us ſenſible of the ineſtimable Price which ought to be ſet upon 
© the ſtrict Union betwixt the two Nations; their High Mightineſſes 
© will always give convincing Proofs of it; as alſo of their profound 
© Veneration, and of their perfect Efteem, for the ſacred Perſon of his 
© Majeſty, and for all his Royal Family, for the Preſervation and Pro- 
* ſperity of whom they offer up the moſt ardent and fincere Vows 2 
* And they cannot help manifeſting how greatly they are delighted, that 
© his Majeſty has made Choice of you to come to give them theſe Aſſu- 
© rances, which will greatly tend to draw the Knot of mutual Friend- 
* ſhip cloſer, No one, Sir, could be more proper than you for this 
* Employment : You, whoſe good Intention towards the Republick is 
f ſo well known, and whoſe Merit is ſo univerſally applauded and ad- 
mir'd. | 
© Their High Mightineſſes will give the utmoſt Attention to what 
© you come to propoſe to them, and will be ready to give you Audi- 
* ence, and to appoint Commiſſaries to confer an you, as often as you 
; | . 


* ſhall wiſh," 


* 


at the Subjects of 


i} 


: Et, „ Tv : Wo 
An. 16, Geo. II. are ſacrificed to public Good. But fince no Service can be ſo 
AAR reat but it may be overpaid, it is neceſſary that we may 
Judge of the Benefit to inform us on what Terms it has been 
obtained, and how well the Act of Succeſſion has been ob- 
ſerved on this Occaſion. _ {ne 
Though I am too well acquainted, my Lords, with the 
Maxims which prevail in the preſent Age, and have had too 
much Experience of the Motives, by which the Deciſions of 
Parliament are influenced, to offer any Motion of my own, 
yet theſe Reaſons will withold me from concurring with this, / 
I cannot but be of Opinion, that the Queſtion ought to be 
poſtponed to another Day, in which the Houſe may be fuller, 
our Deliberations be aſſiſted by the Wiſdom and Experience 
of more than thirty Lords, who are now abſent, and the Sub- 
jets of Enquiry, of which many are new and unexpected, 
may be more accurately conſidered ; nor can [I prevail upon 
myſelf to return to general Declarations any other than ge- 


neral Anſwers. 


His Lordſhip was anſwered by Lord Carteret. 
My Lords, 

Lord Carteret, As there has ariſen no new Queſtion, as his Majeſty in 
aſſiſting the Queen of Hungary has only followed the Advice 
of the * Parliament ; I am far from being able to diſcover, 
why any long Deliberation ſhould be neceſſary to a Concur- 
rence with the Motion now before us, or whence any Doubt 
can ariſe with Regard to the Effects of his Majeſty's Meaſures ; 
Effects, which no Man will deny, who will believe either his 

con Eyes, or the Teſtimony of others; Effects, which every 
Man who ſurveys the State of Europe muſt perceive, and 
which our Friends and our Enemies will equally confeſs, 
To theſe Meaſures, which we are now to confider, it 
muſt be aſcribed, that the French are no longer Lords of 
Germany, that they no longer hold the Princes of the Empire 
in Subjection, lay Provinces waſte at Pleaſure, and ſell their 
Friendſhip on their own Terms. By theſe Meaſures have 


* * A - a a OY 1 a. in 


garian 


the Dutch been deliver'd from their Terrors, and encouraged a 
to deliberate freely upon the State of Europe, and prepare for of 
the Support of the Pragmatic Sanction. But the common Ir 
Cauſe has been moſt evidently advanced by gaining the King Ce 
of Pru//ia, + by whoſe Defection the Balance of the War was - 
| | turned, ton 
SZ d 

* See the Reſolutions of both Houſes in the firſt Seſſion. 3 

+ The Preliminaries of Peace between the Queen of Hungary and the 5 
King of Pruſſia were ſigned at Breſlau the r of June 1742, by the Earl af 2 
Hyndford, (in virtue of the full Powers he had received from her Hun- x : 


(229) | : 


turned, and at leaſt thirty thouſand Men taken away from An. 16. Geo. II. 
| 1742» 
This, my Lords, was a Change only to be effected by ax 


the Scale of France. 


patient Expectation of Opportunities and a politic Improve- 
ment of caſual Advantages, and by contriving Methods of 
reconciling the Intereſt of Prufie with the Friendſhip of the 
Queen of Hungary ; for, Princes like other Men are inclined 
to prefer their own Intereſt to all other Motives, and to follow 
that Scheme. which ſhall promiſe moſt Gain. | | 

© That all this, my Lords, has been effected cannot be 
denied, nor can it be ſaid to have been effected, by any other 
Cauſes than the Conduct of Great Britain. Had this Nation 
looked either with cowardly Deſpair, or negligent Inactivity 
on the riſing Power of France and the Troubles of the Conti- 
nent, had the Diſtribution of Empire been left to Chance, 
our Thoughts confined wholly to Commerce, and our Pro- 
ſpects not extended beyond our own Iſland, the Liberties of 
Europe had been atan End ; the French had eſtabliſhed them- 
ſelves in the ſecure Poſſeſſion of univerſal Monarchy, would 
henceforth have ſet Mankind at Defiance, and wantoned 
without Fear in Oppreſſion and. Inſolence. 

* Theſe, my Lords, are Conſequences of the Meaſures 
purſued by his Majeſty, of which neither the Reality nor the 


Importance can be queſtioned, and therefore they may doubt- 


leſs be approved without Heſitation. For ſurely, my Lords, 
3 ; the 


garian Majeſty) and Count Podeweltz, Miniſter Plenipotentiary of the 
King of Pruflia ; the following are the principal Articles, The Queen 
* yields to his Pruſſian Majeſty not only the Upper and Lower Sileſia, 
© except the Principality of Teſchen and Troppau, but likewiſe the Prin- 
© cipality of Glatz in Bohemia. The King engages to obſerve an exact 


* Neutrality during the Continuance of the War, and in fifteen Days to 


* withiraw his Troops from Bohemia, in which Time the Ratification 
* is to be made, His Pruſſian Majeſty takes wholly upon himſelf to 
© pay the Sum due to the Engliſh Merchants, Principal and Intereft, 
on Account of the Mortgage made January 10, 1734-5, by the late 
© Emperor upon Sileſia.. His Britannick Majeſty guaranties this Treaty, 
both as King of Great Britain and EleQor of Hanover. 

This Affair was negotiated with impenetrable Secrecy. Prince Charles 
of Lorrain finding Means after the Action at Teyn, to* have a private 
Interview with the King of Pruſſia, he immediately ſent Orders to 


Count Podeweltz to fign the Treaty. The French Marſhal Belleiſle, 


who was in the Pruffian Camp, while this Aﬀair was carrying on, 
really believed till the iſt of June, that the King would march his Troops 
towards Prague to join the Confederates 3 but his Majeſty having then 
declared to him that he intended to remain neuter, the Marſhal imme- 


diately ſet out for Prague, whence he has written to the Emperor, 


* That it was with the greateſt Concern he found himſelf obliged to in- 


* form him, that the King of Pruſſia had made a ſeparate Alliance 
with the Queen of Hungary, juſt when his Aſiftance was moſt. 
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noverian Troops to the Forces of our | 
own Nation can raiſe no Scruples, nor be repreſented as auß 


Violation of the Act of Settlement. LT 


Of the Meaning of that memorable AR, I believe, Ido | 
not need any Information. I know, it is provided, that this 
Nation ſhall not be engaged in War in the Quarrel of Ham. 


wer, but I ſee no 'Traces of a reciprocal Obligation, nor can 
diſcover any Clauſe, by which we are forbidden to make Ute 
in our own Cauſe of the Alliance of Hanover, or by which 
the Hanowverians are forbidden to aſſiſt us. 5h 


I hope, my Lords, this Repreſentation of the State of | 
our Tranſactions with Hanover, will not be charged with Ar- 
tifice or Sophiſtry. I know how invidious a Task is under- 


taken by him who attempts to ſhew any Connection between 


' Intereſts ſo generally thought oppoſite, and am ſupported in 


this Apology only by the Conſciouſneſs of Integrity and the 

Intrepidity of Truth. | | 
The Aſſiſtance of Hanover, my Lords, was at this Time 

apparently neceſſary. Our own Troops joined with the Hef 


fians, compoſed a Body too ſmall to make any efficacious 


Oppoſition to the Deſigns of France ; but by the Addition of 


Sixteen Thouſand Men became ſufficiently formidable to 
oblige her to employ thoſe Troops for the Security of her 


Frontiers, with which ſhe intended to have overwhelmed 7a- 


ly, and to have exalted another Spaniſb Prince to a new 
Kingdom. The Spaniards depriv'd of this Aſſiſtance, har- 
raſs'd by the Auſtrians with perpetual Alarms, and debarred 
by our Fleet from the Supplies which are provided for them 


in their own Country, muſt languiſh with Penury and Hard- I 


ſhips, being equally cut off from Succour and from Flight. 

© Thus, my Lords, it is evident, that the true and ever- 
laſting Intereſt of Great Britain has been ſteadily purſued, 
that the Meaſures formed to promote it have been not only 


prudent but ſucceſsful. We did not engage ſooner in the 


Quarrel, becauſe we were not able to form an Army ſuffi- 
ciently powerful; an advantagious Peace is only to be ob- 
tained by vigorous Preparations for War ; nor is it to be ex- 


pected that our Enemies ſhould court our Friendſhip, till they 


ſee that our Oppoſition is really formidable. Such, my 
Lords, is our preſent State, we-may reaſonably hope that the 
French will deſiſt from their Defigns, becauſe they will have 
a Confederacy to oppoſe more powerful than that by which 
their immortal Monarch was lately humbled ; and I hope 


that Conduct will always be applauded in this Houſe, which 


enables us to repreſs the Arrogance of France. 


mi 
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5 My Lords, : 


fended the Motion, and the Confidence, with which he af- 


ſerts the Propriety and Efficacy of the Meaſures to which it 


relates, are ſuch Proofs of the Strength of his Conviction as 
leave no Room to doubt his Sincerity ; yet as the ſame Ar- 
guments do not operate upon different Minds with. the ſame 
Force, I hope I ſhall not be thought leſs ſincere or leſs ſtu- 
dious of the public Happineſs, or-the Honour of the Crown, 
though I preſume to differ from him. 1 

In the Motion now before us I cannot concur, becauſe, 
though it ſhould be allowed to contain a juſt Repreſentation 
of Foreign Affairs, yet it appears to me to omit thoſe Confi- 
derations which I think it the Duty of this Houſe to offer to 
his Majeſty. This Nation is, in my Opinion, expos'd to E- 


nemies more formidable than the French; nor do I think that 


we are at leiſure to defend the Liberties of Europe, till we 
have made ſome Proviſions for the Security of our own; or 
to regulate the Balance of Power, till we have reſtored our 
Conſtitution to its ancient Equilibrium: *' _ EL 

* That there are flagrant Proofs of the moſt enormous Cor- 
ruption throughout the whole Subordination of publick Offi- 
ces; that our public Funds are only Nurſeries of Fraud, and 
that Truſt of every Kind is only conſidered as an Opportu- 
nity of plundering, appears evidently from the univerſal Pre- 
valence of Luxury and Extravagance, from the ſudden Af- 


fluence of private Men, from their Tables, their Equipages, 


and the oſtentatious Magnificence of their Buildings. 


* It is evident likewiſe, that Corruption is not confined to 


publick Offices ; that thoſe who have loſt their own Integri- 
ty, have endeavour'd to deſtroy the Virtue of others ; that 
Attempts have been made to ſubje& the whole Nation to the 
Influence of Corruption, and to ſpread the Contagion of Bri- 
bery from the higheſt to the lowelt Claſſes of the People. 

* It is therefore neceſſary before we engage in the Conſi- 
deration of Foreign Affairs, to proſecute the Inquiry * 
which was begun in the laſt Seſſion, to trace Wiekedneſs to 
- ”_— and drag the Authors of our Miſeries into the 

18 3 a , | p 3 
* Theſe, my Lords, are the Inquiries which the general 
Voice of the People importunately demands ; theſe are the 
Petitions which ought never to be rejected; all Parties are 

| | now 


® See the Reports of the Secret Committee, and the Proceedings re- 
lating thereto, in Chandler's Hiſtory of the Commons, Vol, xiii, 


« Though the Warmth with which the noble Lord has de- E- of) 


The Earl of Weſtmoreland then ſpoke to the following Pur- An. 26. Geo. II 


Weſtmore- 


1742. 
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An. 16. Geo, II. now united, and all Animoſities extinguiſhed ; nor is there 


any other Clamour than for Inquiries and Puniſhment, 
The other Houſe, my Lords, has been engaged in the 
laudable Attempt to detect thoſe who have betrayed or 


plunder'd, or corrupted, their Country; and ſurely we 
ought to have ſo much Regard to our own Honour, as not to 


ſuffer them to toil alone in a . ſo popular, fo juſt, and 
ſo neceſſary, while we amuſe ourſelves, with applauding the 
Sagacity of our Miniſters, who, whatever they may | 
themſelves, or promiſe others, have not yet prevailed on any 
Foreign Power to concur with them, or to interpoſe in the 
Afﬀairs of the Continent. And therefore I cannot conceal 
my Suſpicion, that inſtead of furniſhing any Subject for Pa- 
negyrics on our Policy and Caution, we are now waſting our 
Treaſures, and our Strength in a Romantic Expedition. 
« Since therefore, my Lords our domeſtick Evils ſeem to 
me moſt dangerous, I move that, in order to their ſpeedy 
Remedy, and that the People may ſee we do not forget their 
immediate Intereſt, this Addition be made to the Motion 
now before us: And humbly to aſſure his Majeſty, that 
we will apply our conſtant and perſevering Endeauburs to 
© calm and heal Animoſities and Diviſions, unſeaſonable as 


© they are at all Times, and moſt pernicious in the preſent 


Lord Raymond. 


© Jun&ure, which the true fatherly Tenderneſs of his Maje- 
« ty, out of the Abundance of his conſtant Care for the 
© Rights and Liberties of his People, has ſo affectionately at 
© the Cloſe of laſt Seſſion recommended from the Throne, 
© by ſearching thoroughly and effectually into the Grounds, 
© which are or may be aſſigned for publick Diſcontent, 
* agreeably to the ancient Rules and Methods of Parliament, 


This additional Clauſe being delivered in Writing to the 
Lord Chancellor, he read it to the Houſe, but ſaid that his 
Lordſhip ſpoke ſo low, that he could not tel! where he pro- 
poſed to have it inſerted. The Earl of Westmoreland then 
directed him to read the Motion, which done, he deſired that 
his Clauſe might be added at the End. 


Hereupon the Lord Raymond ſpoke to the following Effect. 


My Lords, . | 
The Addition which the noble Lord has offered to the 
Addreſs propoſed, cannot, in my Opinion, be properly ad- 
mitted, as it has no Relation to the preceding Clauſes, but is 
rather inconſiſtent with them. | 4 | 5 
* Nor do J think it only improper with Regard to the 
ether Part of the Motion, but unneceſſary in itſelf-; ſince ir 
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has no Reference to his Majeſty's Speech, now under our An. 16. Geo. II. 


Conſideration; ſince it will facilitate none of our Enquiries, 
which may be carryed on with equal Vigour without any ſuch 
unſeaſonable Declaration of our Deſign. 

If, therefore, the Motion for the Amendment be not 
withdrawn, I ſhall move that the firſt Queſtion be firſt put. 


The Queſtion was then put upon the Marquiſs of 


Tweedale's Motion, and it paſſed in the Affirmative, without 
any Diviſion. - LE? Som 


Addreſs. ; 
Moft Gracious Sovereign, 


The next Day the Houſe waited on the King with their 


1742. 


Addreſs of 


. W E, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, Thanks for the 


the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament King's Speech at 
aſſembled, beg Leave to return your Majeſty our fincere opening the So- 


* and humble Thanks for your moſt gracious Speech from bond Sefton. 


* the Throne. | 

The Support of the Houſe of Auſtria, and the reſtoring 
* and ſecuring the Balance of Power, are of fo great Mo- 
* ment, as well to the eſſential Intereſts of this Nation in par- 
* ticular, as to the Liberties of Europe in general, that we 
« eſteem it our peculiar Felicity, in this critical and danger- 
* ous Conjuncture, to have a Prince upon the Throne, who 
* not only ſhews the moſt gracious Regard to the Advice of 
his Parliament upon this important Subject, but takes all 
Opportunities to confirm and animate: them in the Purſuit 
* of it. We acknowledge, with Hearts full of Gratitude, your 
* Majeſty's Royal Wiſdom and effectual Care in carrying on 
* this great Work, which has appeared in nothing more than 
© in ſending ſo conſiderable a Body of your Forces into the 
Lo Countries, and in ſtrengthening them afterwards with 
* your Electoral Troops, and the Hears in the Britiſb Pay. 
* By this Step, ſo honourable to your Majeſty, and ſo ad- 
* vantageous to your Allies, your Majeſty has demonſtrated 
that you prefer this glorious Cauſe to all other Conſiderati- 


6 ons, and have formed ſuch an Army, as may at once defend 


* and encourage thoſe Powers who are well intentioned, and 
give a real Aſſiſtance to the Queen of Hungary: And we 


beg Leave to aſſure your Majeſty of our chearful and zealous 


* Concurrence and Support in this neceſſary Meaſure. 
The good Effects, which the Vigour exerted by Great 
Britain, under your Majeſty's Authority and Influence, in 


aſſiſting its antient Allies, and maintaining the Liberties of 
Vor. VIII. Part 2. Gg 3 
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An. 16. Geo, II. Europe, hath already had upon the Affairs of the Queen of 


1742. 


His Majeſty's 


Anſwer, 


A Treaty with 


Pruſſia Sign'd. 


Hungary, upon the Conduct of ſeveral Powers, and the 
State of Europe in general, are viſible to all the World. 
It is with the utmoſt Satisfaction we obſerve them; and 
© rely on your Majeſty's known Care and Attention to the 
* Publick Welfare, to purſue and improve them; and we 
© cannot but entertain well-grounded Hopes, that ſo great 
an Example, and a ſteady Perſeverance in the ſame Nies 
ſures, will inſpire the like Spirit and Reſolution into other 
Powers, equally engaged by Treaties and common Intereſt, 
to take the like Part. | 

* Your Majeſty has laid before us ſo juſt a Repreſentation 
of the Importance of our Deliberation at this 'Time, as can- 
not fail to make an Impreſſion upon all true Lovers of their 
Country, equal to the Dignity and Weight of it. Permit 


a a & 


Aus on our Parts, to give your Majeſty the ſtrongeſt Aſſur- 
© ances that we have the Honour and Safety of your Majeſty, 


the true Intereſt and Proſperity of your Kingdoms, the 
Security and Advancement of their Commerce; the Suc-. 
« ceſs of the War againſt Spain, and the Re-eſtabliſhment of 
the Balance and Tranquility of Europe, entirely at Heart. 
Theſe ſhall be the conſtant Objects of our Proceedings and 
* Reſolutions, from which we will never depart; being firmly 
determined to ſupport your Majeſty in all juſt and neceſſary 
« Meaſures for attaining thoſe great and deſirable Ends, and 
© to ſtand by and defend your Majeſty, and your Govern- 

* ment, againſt all your Enemies.” | | 


To this his Majeſty return'd the following Anſwer. 


My Lords, | es THY 
» HE Duty and Affection, which you expreſs in this 
15 Addreſs, for my Perſon and Government, are ac- 


„ companied with ſo great Zeal for the Common Cauſe, and 
„ the true Intereſt of my Kingdoms, as gives me the utmoſt 


Satisfaction. I thank you heartily for it; and doubt not 


but your vigorous Support, ſo early and unanimouſly given, 
« will have the beſt Effects, both at Home and Abroad.” 
On the 18th a Treaty of Mutual Defence and Guarantee 
was ſigned by the Plenipotentiaries appointed by his Majeſty 
with M. And ie, Miniſter and Plenipotentiary from the King 
of Pruſſia. 
About the Middle of December died the Rt Hon. Henry 


Lord Maynard. | 
Dec. 15. The Lords read a zd Time, and paſſed the 


| Land-Tax Bill: Then upon a Motion made by the Earl of 


Sandwich, ſeconded by the Duke of Bedford, ordered an 
5 Addreſs 
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Addreſs to his Majeſty to lay before the Houſe an Eſtimate An. 16. Geo. II. 
of the Charge of the Hanover Forces, and alſo an Eſtimate 2742+ + 
of the Charge of the Heffan Forces in the Pay of Great-  - 


Britain. - 


The next Day the Lords read a firſt Time the Malt Bill. The King's An- 


N : fw the Ad- 
On the 17th they read the ſaid Bill a ſecond Time, and re- Wer ber Fi-. 


ccived the Report of his Majeſty's Anſwer to their Addreſs ; mates of N 


That the ſeveral Eſtimates ſhould be laid before them, as Forces in Britiſh / 


: deſir'd. ” | Pay. 
On the 21ſt the King went to the Houſe of Peers with the 
uſual State, and gave the Royal Aſſent to the Land-Tax Bill; 
That for continuing the Duties on Malt, Mum, Cyder, and 
Perry ; and to one — After which his Ma- 
jeſty made the following moſt gracious Speech: 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 5 | 
66 T's very glad of the Occaſion, which my coming bi- 


« 


His Majeſty's 
ther, at this Time, gives me, of expreſſing to you the « 8 —_ —_ 
great Satisfaction I take, in ſeeing ſo good a Progreſs al- Supply. 
« ready made in the Buſineſs of this Seſſion. | 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, | 
„The Readineſs, and Diſpatch, with which you have 
thus early. provided ſo conſiderable a Part of the Supplies, 
« for the enſuing Year, deſerve my particular Thanks: And 
« I make no Doubt, but the ſame Zeal for the Common 
* Cauſe, will induce you to enable me to concert proper 
« Meaſures, and to enter into, or make good, ſuch Allian- 
ces, and Engagements with other Powers, as may be ne- 
e ceſlary for the Support of the Queen of Hungary, and re- 
*« ſtoring the Balance of Power, | | 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 
J look upon this Beginning as a ſure Pledge of your 
*« Steadineſs, in purſuing the true Intereſt of Great Britain, 
© Which is, and ever ſhall be, my only View. TEE | 


InReturn to which the Houſe voted an Addreſs of Thanks, 
and then adjourn'd to the 11th of Fanuary. 

About the ſame Time a Meſſenger from the Earl of Hynd- 
ford, at Berlin, arrived here, with the King of Pruſſtia's Ra- 
tiication of the Treaty of Defenſive Alliance concluded at 
W:iRminfler, the 18th of November laſt paſt, between his Ma- 
jeſty and that Prince. 

During this Month died the Lord Viſcount Say and Scale, 
and was ſucceeded by his Coufin ——— Fiennes, Eſq; 


On the 11th of January, the Eſtimates of the Charge of 
the Hanoverian and Heſſian Forces in the Pay of Great Bri- 


lain, were preſented to the Houſe. 
Gg 2 Jan. 


1 6 8 
An. 16. Oeo. II. Far. 14. The Lords heard a Cauſe between the Earl of 
12744. Angleſea, Appellant, and Charles Anneftey, Eſq; Reſpondent; 
and affirm'd the Decree. 6 TELL ? 
The ſame Day died the Rt Hon. Milliam Capel, Earl of 
 Effex, Lord Lieutenant and Cuſtos Rotulorum of the County 
of Heriford, Firſt Lord of the Bed-Chamber to his Majeſty, 
Captain of the Yeomen of the Guard, Kt. of the Garter, 
and formerly Embaſſador at the Court of Turin; he 
| ſucceeded by his Son a Minor. 3 
Soon after the Lord Berkeley of Stratton was appointed 
Preferments on Captain of the Yeomen of the Guard, and the Earl of Lin- 
the Death of the co/x one of the Lords of the Bed-Chamber, in the Room of 
Earl of Efſex. the ſaid Earl. | X 
On the zoth of January, being the Anniverſary of the 
Martyrdom of King Cbarles I. the Lords heard a Sermon 
preach'd at Wgftminfter-Abbey, by Dr Villis, Bp. of St 
David's: But it was not printed, as uſual. 4 
Feb. 1. 'The Lords read a firſt Time a Bill for puniſhing 
Perſons aſſiſting Priſoners to eſcape. | | 
Debate on the E. Then the Order of the Day being read, for taking into 
ſtimates of the Conſideration the ſeveral Eftimates of the Expence of the 
Expence of the Forces in the Pay of Great Britain, the Earl Stanhope 
Toreign Forces ſtood up, and ſpoke as follows: | 


in Britiſh Pay. 
My Lords, | 
II I have always underſtood, that the peculiar. Happineſs of 
Earl Stanhope. the Britiſe Nation conſiſts in this, that nothing of Importance 
can be undertaken by the Government, without the Conſent 
of the People as repreſented by the other Houſe, and that of 
your Lordſhips, whoſe large Poſſeſſions, and the Merits either 
of your Anceſtors or yourſelves, have given you the Privilege 
of voting in your own Right in national Conſultations. | 
* The Advantages of this Conſtitution, the Security which 
it confers upon the Nation, and the Reſtraint which it lays 
upon corrupt Miniſters, or ambitious Princes, are in them- 
ſelves too obvious to admit of Explanation, and too well 
known in this great Aſſembly, by whoſe Anceſtors they were 
originally obtained and preſerved at the frequent Hazard of 
Life and Fortune, for me to imagine, that I can make them 
either more eſteemed or better underſtood. | | 
My Intention, my Lords, is not to teach others the 
Regard which the Conftitution of our Government, or the 
Happineſs of the Nation demands from them, but to ſhow 
how much I regard them myſelf, by endeavouring to pre- 
ſerve and defend them at a Time when I think them invaded 
and endangered. 7 | 
Upon the Examination of the Eſtimates now before 4 
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I cannot but think it neceſſary, my Lords, that every Man An. 26. Geo. II. 


who values Liberty, ſhould exert that Spirit by which it was 


at firſt eſtabliſhed, that every Man ſhould rouſe from his Se- 22 


curity, and awaken all his Vigilance and all his Zeal, leſt 
the bold Attempt that has been now made, ſhould, if it be 
not vigorouſly repreſſed, be an Encouragement to the more 
dangerous Incroachments ; and leſt that Fabrick of Power 
ſhould be deſtroyed which has been erected at ſuch Expence 
and with ſuch Labour, at which one Generation has toiled 
after another, and of which the Wiſdom of the moſt experi- 
enced and penetrating Stateſmen have been employed to per- 
fect its Symmetry, and the Induſtry of the moſt virtuous Pa- 
triots to repair its Decays. ' l. ef ene 
The firſt Object which the Eſtimates ſoree upon our Ob- 
ſervation is a numerous Body of Foreign Troops, for the 
Levy and Payment of which a very large Sum is demanded, 
and demanded at a Time, when the Nation is to the laft De- 
gree embarraſſed and oppreſſed, when it is engaged in a War 
with a powerful Kingdom, and almoſt overwhelmed with the 
Debts that were contracted in former Confederacies; when 
it is engaged in a War, not for the Recovery of forgotten 
Claims, or for the Gratification of reſtleſs Ambition, not for 
the Conſumption of exuberant Wealth, or for the Diſcharge 
of ſuperfluous Inhabitants ; but a War, in which the moſt 
important Intereſts are ſet to hazard, and by which the Free- 
dom of Navigation muſt be either eſtabliſhed or loſt ; a War 
which muſt determine the Sovereignty of the Ocean, the 
Rights of Commerce, and the State of our Colonies; a War, 
in which we may indeed be victorious without any Increaſe 
of our Reputation ; but in which we cannot be defeated with- 
out lofing all our Influence upon foreign Powers, and be- 
coming ſubject to the Inſolence of petty Princes. | 
When Foreign Troops are hired, at a Time like this, it 
is natural to expect, that they have been procured by Con- 
tracts uncommonly frugal ; becauſe no Nation can be ſup- 
poſed to be laviſh in a Time of Diſtreſs : It is natural, my 
Lords, to expect that they ſhould be employed in Expeditions 
of the utmoſt Importance ; becauſe no trifling Advantage 
ought to incite a People overburthened with Taxes to oppreſs 
themſelves with any new Expence ; and it may be juſtly ſup- 
poſed, that theſe Troops were hired by the Advice of the 
Parliament ; becauſe no Miniſter can be ſuppoſed fo harden- 
ed in Defiance of his Country, in Contempt of the Laws, and 
in Diſregard of the publick Happineſs, as to dare to introduce 
Foreigners into the publick Service, in Proſecution of his 
own private Schemes, or to rob the Nation which he pro- 
feſſes to ſerve, that he may increaſe the Wealth of another. 
Gg3 ö But 


An. 16. Geo. II. 
| theſe Expectations, however reaſonable in themſelves; how- 
ever conſiſtent with the Declarations of the wiſeſt Stateſmen, 
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to approach them. 


| 2 „ „ 
BgBut upon Conſideration of this Eſtimate, my Lords, all 


and the Practice of ſormer Times, will be diſappointed; for 


it will be found that the Troops of which we are now to ra- 


tify the Proviſions for their Payment, are raiſed at an Expence 
never known on the like Occaſion before, when the Nation 
was far more able to ſupport it; that they have yet been 


employed in no Expedition, that they have neither fought a 


Battle, nor beſieged a Town, nor undertaken any Deſign, 
nor hindered any that has been formed by thoſe againſt whom 
they are pretended to have been raiſed, that they have not 
yet drawn a Sword but at a Review, nor heard the Report of 
Fire-arms but upon a Feſtival, that they have not yet ſeen. an 
Enemy, and that they are poſted where no Enemy is likely 

But this, my Lords, is not the Circumſtance which ought, 
in my Opinion, moſt ſtrongly to affect us: Troops may be 
Taiſed without being employed, and Money expended with- 
out effect; but ſuch Meaſures, though they ought to be 
cenſared and reCtified, may be born without any extraordi- 
nary Degree of Indignation. While our Conſtitution re- 
mains unviolated, temporary Loſſes may be eaſily repaired, 
and accidental Miſconduct ſpeedily retrieved 3 but when the 
pies Rights are infringed, when the Miniſtry aſſume the 


Power of giving away the Properities of the People, it is 


then neceſſary to exert an uncommon Degree of Vigour and 
Reſentment ; it is as neceſlary to ſtop the Incroachments of 
lawleſs Power, as to oppoſe the Torrent of a Deluge, which 
may be perhaps reſiſted at firſt, but from which the Country 
that is once overwhelmed by it, cannot be recovered. -_- 
To raiſe this Ardour, my Lords, to excite this laudable 
Reſentment, I believe it will be only neceſſary to obſerve, 
that thoſe Troops were raiſed without the Advice or the Con- 
ſent of the Parliament ; that this new Burthen has been laid 
upon the Nation by the deſpotic Will of the Miniſters, and 
that the Demands made for their Support may be ſaid to be 
a Tax laid upon the People, not by the Parliament but by the 


| Court. | 


The Motives upon which the Miniſtry have acted on 
this Occaſion ar-, ſo far as they can be diſcovered, and, in- 
deed, there appears very little Care to conceal them, ſuch as 
no Subject of this Crown ever dared to proceed upon before ; 
they are ſuch as the Act of Settlement, that Act to which 
our Sovereign owes his Title to this Throne, ought for ever 
to have excluded from Britiſb Councils. . 5 
| | : 
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I ſhould proceed, my Lords, to explain this new Me- 
thod of impoveriſhing our Country, and endeavour to ſhew 
the Principles from which it ariſes, and the End which it 
muſt promote. But ſome ſudden Indiſpoſition obliges me to 
contract my Plan, and conclude much ſooner than I intended 
with moving, That an humble Addreſs be preſented: to his 
* Majeſty, to beſeech and adviſe his Majeſty, that conſider- 
ing the exceſſive and grievous Expences, incurred by the 
great Number of Foreign Troops, now in the Pay of Great 
« Britain (Expences ſo increaſed by the extraordinary Man- 
ner, as we apprehend, of making the Eſtimates relating 
thereunto, and which do not appear to us, conducive to 
the End propoſed) his Majeſty will be graciouſly pleas'd, 
in Compaſſion to his People loaded already with ſuch nu- 
* merous and heavy Taxes, ſuch large and growing Debts, 
and greater annual Expences than this Nation, at any 
Time, ever before ſuſtained, to exonerate his Subjects of 
* the Charge and Burthen of: thoſe Mercenaries, who were 
taken into our Service laſt Year without the Advice or 
Conſent of Parliament. 1 Ee 


The Earl of Sandwich ſpoke next in Support of the Mo- 
tion to the following Effet : tt 
My Lorgs, Le 

Though I heard the noble Lord with ſo much Pleaſure, 
that I could not but wiſh he had been able to deliver his 
Sentiments more fully upon this important Affair; yet I 
think the Motion ſo reaſonable and juſt, that though he 
might have ſet it yet more beyond the Danger of Oppoſiti- 
on, tho' he might have produced many Arguments in De- 
fence of it, Which perhaps will not occur to any other Lords; 
yet J ſhall be able to juſtify it in ſuch a Manner, as may ſe- 
cure the Approbation of the Unprejudiced and Diſintereſted; 
and therefore I riſe up to ſecond it with that Confidence, 
which always ariſes from a Conſciouſneſs of honeſt Intentions, 
and of an impartial Inquiry after Truth. 

The Meaſures, my Lords, which have given Occaſion 
to this Motion, have been for ſome Time the Subje& of my 
Reflections. I have endeavoured to examine them in their 
full Extent, to recolle&t the previous Occurrences by which 
the Miniſtry might have been influenced to engage in them, 
and to diſcover the certain and the probable Conſequences 


which they may either immediately, or more remotely pro- 


duce. I have laboured to colle& from thoſe who are ſuppo- 
ſed to be moſt acquainted with the State of Europe, and the 


Scheme of Britiſb Policy which is at preſent * the 


An. 16. Geo, II. 
eee 
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E. of Sandwich. 
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An. x6; Geo. II. Arguments which can be offered in favour of theſe new En- 


174%» 


gagements ; and have compared them with the Conduct of 
tormer Ages upon the like Occaſions ; but the Reſult. of all 
my Searches into Hiſtory, all my Converſation with Politi- 
cians of every Party, and all my private Meditations, has 
been only, that I am every Hour confirmed by ſome new 
Evidence, in the Opinion which I had firſt formed; and now 
imagined myſelf to know what I at firſt believed, that we are 
entangled in a Labyrinth of which no End is to be ſeen, and 
in which no certain Path has yet been diſcovered ; that we 
are purſuing Schemes which are in no Degree neceſſary to 
the Proſperity of our Country, by Means which are appa- 
rently contrary to Law, to Policy, and to Juſtice ; and that 
we are involved in a foreign Quarrel only to waſte that 
Blood, and exhauſt that Treaſure, which might be employed 
in recovering the Rights of Commerce, and regaining the 
Dominion of the Sea. 32 
* To proſecute the War againſt Spain with that Vigour 
which Intereſt and Reſentment might be expected to produce, 
to repreſs that Inſolence by which our Navigation has been 
confined, and to puniſh that Rapacity by which our Mer- 
chants have been plundered, and that Cruelty by which our 
Fellow · Subjects have been enſlaved, tortured and murdered, 
had been an Attempt in which every honeſt Man would rea- 
dily have concurred, and to which all thoſe who had any 
Senſe to diſcern their own Intereſt, or Virtue to promote the 
publick Happineſs, would-chearfully have contributed, how- 
ever loaded with Taxes, oppreſſed with a Standing Army, 
and plunder'd by the Vultures of a Court ;' Nor is the anci- 


ent Spirit of the Bri:ifþ Nation ſo much depreſſed, but that 


when Spain had been ſubdued, when our Rights had been 
publickly acknowledged, our Loſſes repaired, and our Colo- 
nies ſecured ; when our Ships had again failed in Security, 
and our Flag awed the 'Seas of the Weſt Indies, we might 
then have extended our Views to foreign Countries, might 
have aſſumed once more the Guardianſhip of the Liberties 
of Europe, have given Law to the Powers of the Conti- 
nent, and ſuperintended the Happineſs of Mankind. But 
in the preſent Situation of our Aﬀairs, when we have made 
War for Years without Advantage, while our moſt impor- 
tant Rights are yet ſubje& to the Chance of Battle, why we 
ſhould engage in the Defence of other Princes more than our 
Stipulations require, I am not able to diſcover z nor can I 
conceive what Motive can incite us, after having ſuffered ſo 
much from a weak Enemy, to irritate a Stronger. ; 
To the Meaſures which are now purſued, were — 
other 
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other Arguments to be alledged againſt chem, I hould think An. 16. Geo. . 


it, my Lords, a ſufficient Objection that they are unneceſſa- 
ry, and that this is not a Time for political 
or for wanton Expences. I ſhould. think, that the preſent 
Diſtreſſes of the Publick ought to reſtrain your Lordſhi 
from approving any Steps by which, our Burthens may, 
made more heavy, Burthens under which we are already 
ſinking, and which a Peace of more than twenty Years has 
not contributed to lighten. 1 | 
But that they are unneceſſary, my Lords, is the weakeſt 
Allegation that can be offered; for they are ſuch as tend 
not only to obſtruct the Advancement of more advantageous 
' Deſigns, but to bring upon us the heavieſt Calamities ; they 
will not only hinder us from encreaſing our Strength, but 
will fink us to the greateſt Degree of Weakneſs ; they will 
not only impoveriſh us far the preſent, which may be ſome- 
times the Effect of uſeful and beneficial Deſigns, but may 
depreſs us below a Poſſibility of Recovery, and reduce us to 
receive Laws from ſome Foreign Power. ' * 
This is, indeed, a dreadful Proſpect, but what other 
can ariſe to us from a War with France, with the moſt weal- 
thy Nation of the Univerſe, of which we were ſufficiently 
ſhewn the Strength in the late War, by the ſmall Reſiſtance 
which all the ſurrounding Nations found it able to make 
againſt their united Efforts, and which the Debts that they 
then contraſted, and the Towns that were then deſtroy'd, will 
not ſuffer them eaſily to forget. Of this Nation, my Lords, 
thus powerful, thus formidable, neither the Dominions are 
contracted, nor the Trade impaired, nor the Inhabitants di- 
miniſhed. The French Armies are no leſs numerous than 


under their late mighty Monarch, their Territories are in- 


creaſed by new Acquiſitions, their Trade has long been pro- 
moted by the Deſtruction of ours, and their Wealth has been 
by Conſequence increaſed. They have not, my Lords, like 
this unhappy Nation, been exhauſted by temporary Expedi- 
ents, and uſeleſs Armaments ; they have not harraſſed their 
Merchants to aggrandiſe the Court, nor thrown away the 
Opportunities which this Interval of Quiet has afforded 
them, in the Struggles of Faction; they have not been mul- 
tiplying Officers to betray the People, and taxing the People 
to ſupport their Oppreſſors; but have with equal Policy, 
Diligence, and Succeſs, recovered the Loſſes which they 
then ſuſtained, and enabled themſelves to make another 
Stand againſt a general Confederacy. | 

* Apainſt this Kingdom, my Lords, are we now to be 


engag'd in a War, without Trade, and without Money, 


loaded 


riments, - 
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1. 0 ded with Debts, and harraſſed with Exactions; for what 


3 Conſequences can be expected from ſending our Troops into 


the Frontier Towns, but that the French will charge us henry 
beginning Hoſtilities, and declare War againſt us, or attack 
us without a Declaration, and that we ſhall be obliged to 


ſtand alone againſt the whole Power of the Houſe of r=. ary 


while all our ancient Allies ſtand at a Diſtance ſpiritleſs and 


intimidated, or perhaps ſecretly incite our Enemies againſt 
us, in hopes of ſharing our Plunder, or of riſing on Gur: Ru- 


in. 
„I know it has been alledg'd, and allegd'd with b a De- 


gree of Confidence, as it is reaſonable to hope nothing could 
produce but a Conſciouſneſs of Truth, that the Dutch have 
already conſented to aſſiſt us, nor is it without Regret, that 
I find myſelf oblig'd to declare, that this Aſſertion is nothing 
more than one of thoſe tranſient Viſions with which it has 
been for a long Time the Cuſtom of Britiſb Miniſters to de- 
lude the People, to pacify their Clamours, and Jul them in 
Security; one of thoſe Artifices from which nothing more-is 
expected than that it ſhall operate upon the Nation, till the 
Circumſtances of our Affairs furniſh out another, which is 
likewiſe, in a ſnort Time to be exploded only to make * 
for new Falſhoods in a perpetual Succeſſion. 

Such, my Lords, is the Art of Government diſcover'd 
by the 45 Sagacity of modern Stateſmen, who have 
found out, that it is eaſier to palliate than to cure; and that 
the People may be quieted by political Soporifics, while Dif- 
eaſes are prey ing upon them, while a Strength eng 
and their Vitals are conſumed. 

That theſe Falſnoods prevail upon Mankind; and that 


after the Diſcovery of one Cheat, another equally groſs is 


patiently borne, cannot but raiſe the Wonder of a Man who 
views the World at a Diſtance, and who has not Opportanities 
of enquiring into the various Motives of Action or Belief: 

Such an one would be enclined to think us a Nation of Fools, 
that muſt be ſtilled with Rattles, or amuſed with Baubles; 
and would readily conclude, that our Miniſters were obliged 
to practiſe ſuch Fallacies, becauſe they could not Prei . 


on us by Motives adapted to reaſonable Beings. 


But if we reflect, my Lords, upon the different Frisch 
ples upon which Reports like theſe are propagated and oppoſ- 
ed, it will eaſily be diſcover'd that their Succeſs is not to be 
imputed either to ſuperior Art on one Side, or uncommon 
Weakneſs en the other. It is well known that they are pro- 
moted by Men hired for that Purpoſe with large Salaries, or 


beneficial Employments, and that they can be oppoſed only 
from 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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from a Defire of detecting Falſhood and advaneing the pub · An 16. Geo. IT, 


lick Happineſs ; it is apparent that thoſe who invent, thoſe 
who circulate, and perhaps Part of thoſe who counterfeit Be. 
lief of them, are incited by the Proſpect of private Advan- 
tage, and immediate Profit, and that thoſe who ſtop them in 
their Career by Contradiction, and ObjeQions, can propoſe 
no other Benefit to themſelves, .than that which they ſhall re- 
ceive in common with every other Member of the Communi- 
ty; and therefore whoever has ſufficiently- obſerved Man- 
kind, to diſcover the Reaſon for which Self-Intereſt has. in 
almoſt all Ages prevailed over publick Spirit, will be able to 


ſee why Reports like theſe are not always ſuppreſs'd by ſeaſon- 


able Detections. 9d %% 155 
A Miniſter ought not to flatter himſelf that he has al- 
ways deceived thoſe who appear to credit his Repreſentati- 
ons; their Silence is not ſo often the Effect of Credulity as 
of Cowardice or Indolence: Many are overborn by the 
Pomp of great Offices, and others who diſtinguiſh more clear- 
ly, and judge with greater Freedom, are contented to enjoy 


their own Reflections without reproving thoſe whom they 


deſpair to reform. oF, | | — 

This Report of the Engagement of the Dutch in our 
Meaſures, ſhall however furniſh our Miniſters with no Op- 
portunity of boaſting their Addreſs, : nor ſhall it paſs. any 
longer without Contradiction; for I ſhall without any Scru- 
ple affirm in the Preſence of this auguſt Aſſembly, that the 
Dutch have hitherto appear'd abſolutely neutral, that they 
have not ſhown any Approbation of our Meaſures, nor any 
Inclination to aſſiſt us in them. I know, my Lords, how diſ- 
agreeable this Aſſertion may be to thoſe whoſe Intereſt it is, 
that Mankind ſhould believe them of no leſs Importance in 
the Eyes of Foreign Powers, than in their own, and ſhould 
imagine that the remoteſt Nations of the World are influenc- 
ed by their Motions, and directed by their Counſels ; but ho- 
ever they may- reſent this Declaration, I defy them 'to con- 
tute it, and now call upon them to ſhew that the Dutch have 
est d in any Meaſures for the Support of the Queen of 

ungary. a | 5 

: The late Augmentation of twenty Thouſand Men, which 


may poſſibly be mention'd as a Proof of their Intentions, - 


ſhows nothing but that they purſue their own Intereſt with 
their uſual Prudence and Attention, and with ſuch as it is to 
be wiſh'd that our Miniſters would condeſcend to learn from 
them, and that they are too wiſe to ſuffer the Towns from 
which the Auſtrians have, by our Perſuaſions, withdrawn 
their Troops to fall into the Hands of the Frenth. Ty 

155 ave 


* 


» of Ay. 


1742. 


L * & 


0 
. 


( 244 ) 


Au. 16, Geo, II. have therefore ſubſtituted new, Garriſons, eee have 


$742. 


no Regard to the Intereſt of the Queen of Hungary, nor 


* any other View than that of 2828 for their own Secu. 
rity, waiting the Event of the War, and laying hold of any 
Advantage that may accidentally be offer d them. 

© It may be urged farther by thoſe who are deſirous to 
deceive others, or willing to be deceived themſelves, that 


the Province of Holland has paſſed a Vote for afliſting the 


Queen of Hungary with twenty Thouſand Men: But if it be 
remembered, my Lords, that this muſt be the general AR of 
the united States, and that every Province has its own par- 
ticular Views to gratify, and its own Intereſt to reconcile 
with the general Good, it may be very reaſonably ſuſpected, 
that this Aſſiſtance is yet rather the Object of Hope than 
ExpeRtation ; it may juſtly be feared, that before ſo many 
various Diſpoſitions will unite, and ſuch different Schemes 
will be made conſiſtent, the Houſe of Auſtria may be ruined, 
our Forces may be deſtroyed, and Germany enſlaved by the 
French. Then, my Lords, what will remain, but that 
we ſhall curſe that Folly that involved us in diſtant /Quar- 
rels, and that Temerity which ſent us out to oppoſe a Poy- 


er which we could not withſtand, and which incited us to 


waſte that Treaſure in Foreign Countries, which we r 
quickly want for the Defence of our own. 


© Tt muſt be, indeed, confeſſed, that if an Eſtimate 5s to 


be made of our Condition from the Conduct of our Mini- 
ſters, the Fear of exhauſting our Treaſure muſt be merely 
Panic, and the Precepts of Frugality which other States have 
grown great by obſerving, are to us abſolutely unneceſſary. 


It may reaſonably be imagined that we have ſome ſecret 


Mine, or hidden Repoſitory of Gold, which no Degree of 
Extravagance can drain, and which may for ever ſupply "_ 
moſt laviſh Expences without Diminution. 

For upon what other Suppoſition, my Lords, can 25 
Man attempt a Defence of the Contract, by which we have 
obtained for one Campaign the Service of the Troops of 
Hanover ? What but the Confidence of Funds that can ne- 


ver be deficient could influence them to conclude a Stipula- 


tion, by which Levy-Money is to be paid for Troops of 
which not a ſingle Regiment was raiſed for our Service or on 
the preſent Occaſion ; which were eſtabliſhed for the Security 
of the Electorate of Hanmer, and would have been main- 
tained, tho' we had not engaged in the Affairs of the Con- 
tinent. 

What were the Mets which induced our Miniſtry to 
employ the Forces of Hanover, it is perhaps not neceſſary 


to inquire. The only Motive that ought to have 
; them 
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be obtain- 
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them was the Proſpeh el obtaining the upon cheap Terms 4s 16. Geo 
for, my Lords, if the Troops of Hanover cannot L 


ed but at the ſame Expence with thoſe of Great Britain, I 
am not able to diſcover, why they ſhould be preferred. I 

have never heard, my Lords, any uncommon Inſtance of 

Hanoverian Courage, that ſhould incline us to truſt the Cauſe 
of Europe rather to that Nation than to our own ; and am 

inclined to believe, that Great Britain is able to produce 

Men equal in all military Virtaes to any Native of that happy 

Country; a Country which though it was thought worthy 

to be ſecured by a Neutrality, when all the neighbouring 
Provinces were expoſed to the Ravages of War, I have never 

heard celebrated for any peculiar Excellencies ; and of which 

I cannot but obſerve, that it was indebted for its Security 

rather to the Precaution of its Prince, than the Bravery of its 

Inhabitants. | 

* This Demand of Levy-Money ſhocks every Britton yet 

more ſtrongly, on conſidering by whom it is required; ; 

required by that Family whom we have raiſed from a petty 

Dominion for which Homage was paid to a ſuperior Power; 

and which was, perhaps, only ſuffered to retain the Ap- 

pearance of a ſeparate Sovereignty, becauſe it was not worth 


the Labour and Expence of an Invaſion, becauſe it would 


neither increaſe Riches nor Titles, nor gratify either Avarice 
or Ambition ; by a Family whom from Want and Weak- 
neſs we have exalted to a Throne, from whence, with Vir- 


tue equal to their Power, they may iſſue their Mandates to 


the remoteſt Parts of the Earth, may preſcribe the Courſe of 
War in diſtant Empires, and dictate Ter 
the Monarchs of the Globe. 


* I ſhould imagine, my Lords, that when a King of 


the Houſe of Hanover ſurveys his Navies, reviews his 
Troops, or examines his Revenue, beholds the Splendor of 
his Court, or contemplates the Extent of his Dominions, he 
cannot but ſometimes, however unwillingly, compare his pre- 
ſent State with that of his Anceſtors ; and that when he gives 
Audience to the Ambaſſadors of Princes, who, perhaps, 
never heard of Hanover, and directs the Payment of Sums, 
by the ſmalleſt of which all his ancient Inheritance would be 
dearly purchaſed ; and reflects, as ſurely he ſometimes will, 
that all theſe Honours and Riches, this Reverence from fo- 
reign Powers, and his domeſtick Splendor, are the gratui- 
tous and voluntary Gifts of the mighty People of Great Bri- 
tain, he ſhould find his Heart overflowing with unlimited 
Gratitude, and ſhould be ready to ſacrifice to the Happineſs 
of his Benefactors, not only every petty Intereſt, or * 
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As. 16. Geo. II. Inclination, but even his Repoſe, his Safety, or his Life ; 


that he ſhould be ready to eaſe them of every Burthen beſore 


they complained, and to aid them with all his Power before 


they requeſted his Aſſiſtance; that he ſhould conſider. his 
little Territories as only a contemptible Province to his 
Britiſh Kingdom, a kind of Nurſery for Troops to be em- 
ployed without harraſſing his more valuable Subjects. 92 

It might be at leaſt hoped, my Lords, that the Princes 


of the Houſe of Hanover might have the ſame Regard to | 


this Nation, as to Kings from whom they never received any 
Benefit, and whom they ought in reality always to have con- 


ſidered as Enemies, yet even from ſuch Levy-Money was not 


always required; or, if required, was not always received. 


There was once a Time, my Lords, before any of this 


Race wore the Crown of Great Britain, when the great 
French Monarch, Lewis XIV. being under a Neceſſity of 
hiring Auxiliary Troops, applied to the Duke of Hanover, 
as a Prince whoſe Neceſſities would naturally incline him to 
ſet - the Lives of his Subjects at a cheap Rate: The Duke 
pleaſed with an Opportunity of trafficking with ſo wealthy a 
Monarch, readily promiſed a Supply of Troops ; and de- 
manded Levy-Money to be paid him, that he might be ena- 
bled to raiſe them. But Hanoverian Reputation was not 
then raiſed ſo high, as that the French King ſhould truſt him 
with his Money. Lewzs ſuſpected, and made no Scruple of 
declaring his Suſpicion, that the Demand of Levy- 

was only a Pretence to obtain a Sum which would never atf- 
terwards be repaid, and for which no Troops would be ob- 
tained ; and therefore with his uſual Prudence inſiſted, that 
the Troops ſhould firſt march and then be paid. 'Thus for 
ſome Time the Treaty was at a Stand : But the King being 
equally in want of Men as the Duke of Money ; and per- 
ceiving, perhaps, that it was really impracticable for ſo in- 
digent a Prince to raiſe Troops without ſome pecuniary Aſſi- 
ſtance, offered him at length a ſmall Sum, which was gladly 
accepted, tho' much below the original Demand. The 
Troops were engaged in the Service of France ; and the Duke 


of Hanover thought himſelf happy in being able to amuſe. 


himſelf at his Leiſure with the Rattle of the Money. 
* Such, my Lords, were the Conditions on which the 


Troops of Hanover were furniſhed in former Times; and 


ſurely what could then be produced by the Love of Money 
or the Awe of a ſuperior Power, might now be expected as 

the Effect of Gratitude and Kindneſs. | i 
But not to dwell any longer, my Lords, upon particular 
Circumſtances of Meaſures, of which the whole Scheme 1s 
contrary 
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inquire farther, why Auxiliaries are employed on this Oc- 
caſion rather than Britons, rather than thoſe whoſe Bravery: . 
is celebrated to the moſt diſtant Corners of the Earth ? why, 
if Mercenaries are neceſſary, thoſe of Hanover are preferred 
to others? Or why, if they are indeed. preferable, they 


are now to be hired at a dearer Rate than at any former 


Time ? It appears to me of far more Importance to under- 


mine the Foundation, than to batter the Superſtructure of 


our preſent Syſtem of Politicks ; and of greater Uſe to inquire, 


why we have engaged in a War on the Continent, than why 
we carry it on with ridiculous Profuſion, e 
It appears to me, my Lords, that there are many Rea- 
{ons which, with the ſame Circumſtances, would have with- 
held any Nation but this from ſuch a dangerous Interpoſi- 
tion. The Dutch we ſee are content to look on without 


Action, tho' they are more intereſted in the Event, and 


leſs embarraſſed on any other Side. We are already en- 
caged in a War of which no Man can foreſee the Conclu- 
non; but which cannot be ended unſucceſsfully without 
the utmoſt Danger to our moſt important Intereſts ;z and 
which yet has hitherto produced only Loſſes and Diſgrace, 
has impoveriſhed our Merchants, and intimidated our Sol- 


diers. Whether theſe Loſſes are the Effects of Weakneſs 


or Treachery, is a Queſtion which I am not ambitious of 
endeavouring to decide, and of which the Deciſion is, in- 
deed, by no means neceſſary in the preſent Debate; ſince if 
we are too weak to ſtruggle with Spain unaſſiſted, as ſhe is, 


and embarraſſed with different Views, I need not ſay what 


will be our Condition, when the whole Houſe of Bourbon 
ſhall be combined againſt us; when that Nation which ſtood 
alone for ſo many Years againſt the united Efforts of Europe, 
ſhall attack us exhauſted with 'Taxes, enervated with Corrup- 
tion, and diſunited from all Allies ; whether the Troops of 
Hanover will aſſiſt us at that Time, I cannot determine: Per- 
haps in the Deſtruction of the Brits Dominions it may be 
thought expedient to ſecure a more valuable and important 
Country by a timely Neutrality ; but if we have any Auxi- 
liaries from thence, we muſt then neceſſarily obtain them 
upon cheaper Terms. = | | 

If our Inactivity in the European Seas, and our ill Suc- 


ceſs in thoſe of the Wet Indies be, as it is generally ſuſ- 


pected, the Conſequence of perfidious Counſels, and private 


Machinations ; if our Fleets are. ſent out with Orders to 


make no Attempt againſt our Enemies, or our Admirals 


commanded to retreat before them ; ſurely no higher * 
| 0 
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An. 16. Geo. II. of Madneſs can be imagined, than that of provoking new 
17% Enemies before we have experienced a Change of Counſel ; 
25 xg. ha and found Reaſon to place in our Miniſters and Stateſmen 


* 


that Confidence which War abſolutely requires. j 

© This is the Conduft, my Lords, which I ſhould think moſt 

4.227 IN rational, even tho we were attacked in ſome of our real 

1 Rights, and tho' the Quarrel about which we were debati 

5 was our own; 1 ſhould think the neareſt Danger the greateſt, / 

and ſhould adviſe Patience under Foreigh Inſults, till we had 

redreſſed ur domeſtick Grievances ; till we had driven 

IT | Treachery from the Court and Corruption from the Parlia- 

EY ment: But much more proper do I think this Conduct, 

LE when we are invited only to engage in diſtant War, in a 

Diſpute abont the Dominion of Princes in the Bowels of the 

Continent ; of Princes of whom it is not certain, that we 

ſhall receive either Advantage or Security from their Great- 

neſs or that we ſhould ſuffer any Loſs or Injury by their 
5 Fall. | | | 
OF | '« But, my Lords, I know it will be anſwered, that the 

Queen of Hungary has a Right by Treaty to our Aſſiſtance ; 

and that in becoming Guarantees of the Pragmatick Sancti. 

on, we engaged to ſupport her in the Dominions of her 

Anceſtors. This, my Lords, is an Anſwer the Juſtneſs of 
which I do not deny, and the Strength of which I will not 
attempt to invalidate. I allow, that ſuch a Stipulation was 
made, and that Treaties ought to be obſerved at whatever 
Hazard with unviolated Faith. It has been, indeed, ob- 
jected, that many Nations engaged with us in the fame 
Treaty, whom Intereſt or Cowardice have inclined to ne- 
gle& it; and that we ought not to become the ſtanding Gar- 
riſon of Europe, or to defend alone thoſe Territories, to the 
Preſervation of which ſo many States are obliged to contri- 
bute equally with ourſelves. But this, my Lords, appears to 
me an. Argument of which the ill Conſequences can never be 
fully diſcover'd ; an Argument which diſſolves all the Obli- 
gations of Contracts, deſtroys the Foundation of moral Juf- 
tice, and lays Society open to all the Miſchiefs of Perfidy, by 
making the Validity of Oaths and Contracts dependent upon 
Chance, and regulating the Duties of one Man by the Con- 
duct of another. I pretend not, my Lords, to long Ex- 
perience, and therefore, in diſcuſſing intricate Queſtions, 
may be eaſily miſtaken; but as, in my Opinion, my Lords, 
Morality is ſeldom difficult, but when it is clouded with an 
Intention to deceive others or ourſelves, I ſhall venture to de · 
clare with more Confidence, that in Proportion as one Man 
neglects his Duty, another is more triQly obliged to prac- 

| | | 
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6 
general Corruption, and that thoſe who are injured by the 


Perfidy of others may from his Sincerity have a Proſpect of & 


Relief. | 
« I believe all Poltticks that are not founded on Morality 
will be found fallacious, and deſtructive, if not immediately, 


_ to thoſe who practice them; yet conſequentially, by their ge- 


neral Tendency to diſturb Society, and weaken' thoſe Obli- 
gations which maintain the Order of the World. I ſhall 
therefore allow, that what Juſtice requires from a private 
Man, becomes, in parallel Circumſtances, the Duty of a 
Nation ; and ſhall therefore never adviſe the Violation of a 
ſolemn Treaty. The Stipulations in which' we engaged, 
when we became Guarrantees of the Pragmatick Sanction, 
are doubtleſs to be obſerved ; and it is, therefore, one of the 
ſtrongeſt Objections againit the Meaſures which we are now 
purſuing, that we be perfidious at a greater Expence 


than Fidelity would have required; and ſhall exhauſt the 


Treaſure of the Nation without aſſiſting the Queen of Hun- 

ary. | | . | ENS” 
, To explain this Aſſertion, my Lords, it is neceſſary to 
take a View of the Conſtitution of the Germanic Body, which 
conſiſts of a great Number of ſeparate Governments inde- 
pendent on each other; but ſubject in ſome Degree to the 
Emperor as the general Head. The Subjects of each State 
are governed by their Prince, and owe no Allegiance to any 
other Sovereign; but the Prince performs Homage to the 
Emperor ; and having thereby acknowledged himſelf his 
Feudatory or Dependent, may by puniſhed for Rebellion a- 
gainſt him by the Imperial Ban. The Title of the Em- 
peror, and conſequently his Claim to this Allegiance, and 
the Right of iſſuing the Ban againſt thoſe who ſhall refuſe it, 
is confirmed by many ſolemn Acknowledgments of the Diet, 
and amongſt others by the Grant of pecuniary Aid : This the 
preſent Emperor has indiſputably received, an Aid having 
been already granted him in the Diet of a Subſidy for eigh- 
teen Months ; and therefore none of the Troops of Germany 
can now be employed againſt him, without ſubjecting the 
Prince to whom they belong to the Cenſure of the Ban, a 
Kind of civil Excommunication. 


To what Purpoſe then, my Lords, are we to hire, at a | 


Rate never paid, or perhaps demanded before, Troops which 
cannot ſerve us without ſubjeQing their Prince to the Charge 
of Rebellion; or how ſhall we aſſiſt the Queen of Hungary 
by collecting Forces which dare not act againſt the only Ene- 


my which ſhe has now to fear ? Or in what new A 
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An. 16. Geo. II. ſhall we be engaged, ſhould the ineſtimable Dominions of 
1742. Hanover be ſubjected to the Imperial Interdiction. 
© Theſe, my Lords, are Queſtions to which, I hope, we 
| ſhall hear a more ſatisfaRtory Anſwer than I am able to con- 
ceive ; for, indeed, I do not ſee what remains, but to con- 
feſs, that theſe Troops are hired only for a Military Show, to 
amuſe this Nation with a falſe Appearance of Zeal for the 
Preſervation of Europe, and to increaſe the 'Treafures of 
Hanover at the Expence of Great Britain. „„ 
© Theſe are Deſigns, my Lords, which no Man will a- 
vow ; and yet theſe are the only Deſigns which I can yet 
diſcover ; and therefore, I ſhall oppoſe all the Meaſures chat 
tend to their Execution. If the Heat of Indignation, or 
the Aſperity of Reſentment, or the Wantonneſs of Con- 
tempt, have betrayed me into any Expreſſions unworthy of 
the Dignity of this Houſe, I hope they will be forgiven 
your Lordſhips ; for any other Degree of Freedom I 
make no Apology, having, as a Peer, a Right to deliver 
my Opinion, and as a Briton, to aſſert the Independence of 
my Native Country, when I ſee, or imagine myſelf to ſee, 
that it is ignominiouſly and illegally. ſubjected to the Pro- 
motion of the petty Intereſt of the Province of Hanover. 
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Then Lord Carteret roſe up and made Anſwer to the 
following Effect: | | F 
My Lords, St, We 3 
Lord Carteret, As I doubt not but I ſhall be able to juſtify the Mea- 
ſures which are now purſued, in ſuch a Manner, as may 
entitle them to the Approbation of your Lordſhips, I pro- 
poſed to hear all the Objections that ſhould be made, be- 
fore I attempted a Vindication, that the Debate might be 
ſhortened, and that the Arguments on both Sides might be 
conſidered as placed in the full Strength of Oppoſition ; 
and that it might be diſcerned how Objections, however 
ſpecious in themſelves, would vaniſh before the Light -of 
Reaſon and Truth. 
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bY But the noble Lord has made it neceſſary for me to al- 

J ter my Deſign by a Speech which I will not applaud, be- 

1 cauſe it has, in my Opinion, an ill Tendency; nor cenſure, 

by becauſe it wanted neither the Splendor of Eloquence, nor 

4 the Arts of Reaſoning, and had no other Defe& than that | 
1 which muſt always be produced by a bad Cauſe, Fallacy 
1 in the Arguments, and Errors in the Aſſertions. F 
9 This Speech I am obliged to anſwer, becauſe his Lord- 4 
' ſhip has been pleaſed to call out for any Lord who will 

| aſſert, that the Dutch have agreed to concur with us in 4 

| aſſiſting 
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aſſiſting the Queen of Hungary. That all . Provinces of An. 16. Geo. II. 
that Republick have agreed to aſſiſt us, is, indeed, not true; 1742 
nor do I know, my Lords, by whom or upon what Au- 
thority it was aſſerted; but the Concurrence of the Pro- 
vince of Holland, the moſt important of all, and whoſe 
Example the reſt ſeldom delay to follow, has been obtain- 
ed; which is ſufficient to encourage us to vigorous Reſolu- 
tions, by which the reit may be animated to a ſpeedy Com- 
liance. | 8 
22 The Concurrence of this Province has been already the 
Conſequence of the Meaſures which have been lately pur- 
ſued; Meaſures from which, tho' juſt and ſucceſsful, the 
Miniſtry cannot claim much Applauſe ; becauſe all Choice 
was denied, and they were obliged either to remain paſſive 
Spectators of the Ruin of Europe, and by Conſequence, 
of Great Britain, or to do what they have done. And 
ſurely, my Lords, that Neceſſity which deprives them of 
all Claim to Panegyrick will be likewiſe a ſufficient Security 
from Cenſure. There is, indeed, no Reaſon to fear Cen- 
ſure from Judges ſo candid and experienc'd as your Lord- 
ſhips, to whom it may, without Difficulty, be proved, that 
the Balance of Europe has already changed its Poſition, and 
the Houſe of Bourbon is now not able to preponderate a- 
gainſt the other Powers. | 
By entering into an Alliance with Sardinia,we have taken 
from the Crown of Spain all the Weight of the ancient Ter- 
ritories of Spain, of which the Auſtrian Forces are, now in 
Poſſeſſion, without Fear or Danger of being interrupted, 
while the Paſſes of the Ocean are ſhut by the Fleets of 
Great Britain, and thoſe of the Mountains by the Troops 
of Sardinia. i 5 
© Thoſe unhappy. Forces which were tranſported by the 
Spaniſp Fleet are not only loſt to their native Country, but 
expoſed without Proviſion, without Ammunition, without 
Retreat, and without Hope; nor can any human Proſpect 
diſcover, how they can eſcape Deſtruction, either by the 
Fatigue of Marches or the want of Neceſſaries, or the ſu- 
perior Force of an Army well ſupplied and elated with 
Succeſs, | 
* This, my Lords, is an Embarraſſment from which the 
Spaniards would gladly be freed at any Expence, from which 
they would bribe us to relieve them by permitting the De- 
molition of new Fortreſſes, or reſtoring the Army which 
we loſt at Carthagena. 5 . 
Of this Alliance the Queen of Hungary already finds the 
Advantage, as it preſerves 3 in het Poſſeſſion, —_— 
| 5 : | 
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if once loſt, it might be impoſſible to recover; and ſets her 
free from the Neceſſity of dividing her Army for. the Pro. 
tection of diſtant Territories. | 3 

Thus, my Lords, the Spaniards are obſtructed and dif. 
truſted : Of their Armies one is condemned to waſte away at 
the Feet of impaſſable Mountains, only to hear of the De- 
ſtruction of their Countrymen, whom they are endeavouring 
to relieve, and the Eſtabliſhment of Peace in theſe Regions 
of which they had projected the Conqueſt ; and the other, 


yet more unfortunate, has been ſucceſsfully tranſported, only 


to ſee that Fleet which permitted their Paſſage preclude their 
Supplies, and hinder their Retreat. . 

© Nor do we, my Lords, after having thus efficaciouſly . 
oppoſed one of the Princes of the Houſe of Bourbon, fear or 
ſhun the Reſentment of the other ; we doubt not to ſhew, 
that Great Britain is ſtill able to retard the Arms of the 
haughty French, and to drive them back from the Invaſion 
of other Kingdoms to the Defence of their own. The Time 
is at hand, my Lords, in which it will appear, that however 
the Power of France has been exaggerated, with whatever 
Servility her Protection has been courted, and with whatever 
Meanneſs her Inſolence has been born, this Nation has not 
yet loſt its Influence or its Strength, that it is yet able to fill 
the Continent with Armies, to afford Protection to its Allies, 
and ſtrike Terror into thoſe who have hitherto trampled un- 
der Foot the Faith of Treaties and Rights of Sovereigns, and 
ranged over the Dominions of the neighbouring Princes, with 


the Security of lawful Poſſeſſors, and the Pride of Con- 


uerors. | | 
Ts It has been alledged by the noble Lord, that this Change 

is not to be expected from an Army compoſed of Auxiliary 
Troops from any of the Provinces of the German Empire; 
becauſe they cannot act againſt the general Head. I can ea- 
fily, my Lords, ſolve this Difficulty, from my long Acquain- 
zance with the Conſtitution of the Empire, which I under- 
ſtood before the noble Lord, who has entertained you with a 
Diſcourſe upon it, was in being; but 1 will not engroſs your 


Time or retard your Determination by a ſuperfluous Diſqui- 


fition, which may be now ſafely omitted, ſince I am allowed 
by his Majeſty to aſſure your Lordſhips, that the Heffan and 
Hanoverian Troops ſhall be employed in aſſiſting the Queen 
of Hungary, and that they have already received Orders to 
make the Preparations neceſſary for marching into the Em- 
ire. 

* Aﬀter this Declaration, my Lords, the moſt formidable 
Objection againſt the preſent Meaſures will, I hope, be no 

| more 
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more heard in this Debate; for it will be by no Means pro- An. 16. Geo. II. 


per for any Lord to renew it by inquiring, whether his Ma- 


jelty's Reſolution is not a Breach of the Imperial Conſtituti- 


on, or whether it will not expoſe his EleQoral Dominions to 
Danger. For it is not our Province to judge of the Laws of 
other Nations, to examine when they are violated or to en- 
force the Obſervation of them; nor is it neceſſary, ſince the 
Intereſts of Great Britain and Hanover are irreconcileably 
oppoſite, to endeavour the Preſervation of Dominions which 
their own Sovereign is inclined to hazard. 

* Thus, my Lords, I hope it appears, that the common 
Intereſt of Great Britain and Europe is ſteadily purſued, that 
the Spaniards feel the Effects of a War with Great Britain 


by their Diftreſs and Embarraſſment, that the Queen of 


Hungary diſcovers that the ancient Allies of her Family 
have not deſerted her, and that France, amidſt her Boaſts and 
her Projects, perceives the determin'd Oppoſers of her Gran- 
ceur again ſetting her at Defiance. 


The Duke of Bedford ſpoke to the following Effect. 
My Lords, | 


The Affurance, which the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt Duke 


declares himſelf to have conceived of being able to demon- 
ſtrate the Propriety of the preſent Meaſures, muſt ſurely ariſe 
from ſome Intelligence which has been hitherto ſuppreſſed, 
or ſome Knowledge of future Events peculiar to himſelf ; for 
I cannot diſcover any Force in the Arguments which he has 
been pleaſed to uſe that could produce in him ſuch Confi- 
dence of Succeſs, nor any Circumſtances in the preſent Ap- 
pearance of Europe, that do not ſeem to demand a different 
Conduct. BY | | | 

© The Reaſonableneſs of our Meaſures at this Time, as 
at all others, muſt be evinced by Arguments drawn from an 
attentive Review of the State of our own Country compared 
with that of the neighbouring Nations; for no Man will de- 
ny, that thoſe Methods of Proceeding which are at one time 


uſed may at another be pernicious z and that either a gradual | 


Rotation of Power, or a caſual Variation of Intereſt, may 


very properly produce Changes in the Counſels of the moſt - 


ſteady and vigorous Adminiſtration. a 

* It is, therefore, proper in the Examination of this Que- 
{tion to conſider what is the State of our own Nation, and 
what is to be hoped or feared from the Condition of thoſe 
Kingdoms, which are moſt enabled by their Situation to be- 


nefit or to hurt us: And upon Inquiry, my Lords, an Inquiry 


that can give little Pleaſure to an honeſt and benevolent Mind, 


it immediately occurs, that we are a Nation exhauſted by 
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Commerce; and the Reſult, therefore, of this firſt Conſi- 


” deration is, that thoſe Meaſures are moſt eligible which are 


moſt frugal, and that to waſte the publick Treaſure in unne- 
ceſſary Expences, or to load the People with new Taxes only 
to diſplay a Mockery of War on the Continent, or to amuſe 
ourſelves, our Allies and our Enemies, with the idle Often- 
tation of unneceſſary Numbers, is to drain from the Nation 
the laſt Remains of its ancient Vigour, inſtead of aſſiſting its 
Recovery from its preſent Difficulties. Y 
But Money, however valuable, however neceſſary, has 
ſometimes been imprudently and unſeaſonably ſpared, and an 
ill-timed Parſimony has been known to haſten Calamities, by 


which thoſe have been deprived of all who would not en- 
deavour to perſerve it by the Loſs of Part. It is, therefore, 


to be conſidered, whether Meaſures leſs expenſive would not 
have been more dangerous, and whether we have not by 
hiring Foreign Troops, though at a very high Rate, at a 
Rate which would have been demanded from no other Na- 
tion, purchaſed an Exemption from Diſtreſſes, Inſults and 
Invaſions. 
The only Nations, my Lords, whom we have any Reaſon 
to ſuſpect of a Deſign to invade us, or that have Power to put 
any ſuch Deſign in Execution, are well known to be the 


French and Spaniards; from theſe, indeed, it may juſtly be 


expected, that they will omit no Opportunity of gratifying 
that Hatred which Difference of Religion and Contrariety of 
Intereſt cannot fail to continue from Age to Age ; and there- 
fore we ought never to imagine ourſelves ſafe while it is in 
their Power to endanger us. But of theſe two Nations, 
my Lords, the one is already diſarmed by the Natives of 
Great Britain, which confine her Fleets to their Harbours, 
and as we have been juſt now informed, preclude her Armies 
from Supplies : The other has not a Fleet able to tran- 
ſport an Army ; her Troops are diſperſed in different-Coun- 
tries, and her Treaſures exhauſted by Expeditions or Nego- 
tiations equally expenſive. _ | | 
There is therefore, my Lords, no Danger of an Invaſi- 
on, even though we had no Forces by which it could be op- 
poſed ; but much leſs is it to be feared when it is remembered, 
that the Sea is covered with our Ships of War, and that all 
the Coaſts of Europe are awed and alarmed by the Navies of 
Great Britain. ; 
This then, my Lords, is ſurely the Time, when we 
ought not to have ſacrificed any immediate and apparent In- 
tereſt to the Fear of Attempts from Spain or France; when 


we might without Danger have aſſiſted our Allies x” our 
- ati- 


wBETAaWTaTsu 


„ 1 I Þ 


IE! def nds tin 2 2 6 cr 


& 
" Is 
NF 97 * 1 
o : . * 
(35x 1 - 


National Troops, and have ſpared that Money which we An. 16. Geo, II. 
have ſo laviſhly beſtowed upon Auxiliaries ; when we might 274% 


ſecurely have ſhown the Powers of the Continent how much 
the Britiſb Valour is yet to be feared, and how little our late 
Loſſes or Diſgraces are to be imputed to the Decline of our 


Courage or our Strength. 


I ſuppoſe, my Lords, no Man will confeſs, that Forei 
Troops have been hired as more to be truſted for their Skill 
or Bravery than our own. To diſpute the Palm of Courage 
with any Nation would be a Reproach to the Britiſb Name, 
and if our Soldiers are not at leaſt equally diſciplined with 
thoſe of other Countries, it muſt be owned, that Taxes have 
been long paid to little Purpoſe, that the Glitter of Reviews 
has been juſtly ridiculed as an empty Show, and'that we have 
long been flattered by our Miniſters and Generals with falſe 
Security. Fa x | 

But though I am far from believing, that the Army has 
been ſupported only for the Defence of our Country ; and 
though I know, that their Officers are frequently engaged in 
Employments more important, in the Opinion of their Direc- 
tors, than that of regulating the Diſcipline of their Regi- 
ments, and teaching the Uſe of Arms and the Science of War ; 


yet, as J believe the Courage of Great Britain, ſuch as may 


often ſupply the Want of Skill, I cannot but conclude, that 
they are at leaſt as formidable as the Troops of other Coun- 
tries, eſpecially when I remember, that they enter the Field 
incited and ſupported by the Reputation of their Country. 
Why then, my Lords, is the Nation condemned to ſup- 
port at once a double Burthen: To pay at home an Army 
which can, be of no Uſe, and to hire Auxiliaries, perhaps, 
equally unactive: To make War, if any War be intended, 
at an unneceſſary Expence ; and to pay, at once, a Fleet which 
only floats upon the Ocean, an Army which only awes the 
Villages from which it is ſupported, and a Body of Mercena- 
ries, of which no Man can yet conjecture with what Deſign 
they have been retained. | | 
That they are intended for the Support of the Queen of 
Hungary has been, indeed, aſſerted; and this Contract has 
been produced as an Inſtance of the Zeal of our Miniſters for 
the Aſſertion of the Pragmatick Sanction, the Preſervation of 
the Liberties of Europe, and the Suppreſſion of the ambiti- 
ous Enterpriſes of the Houſe of Bourbon; but ſurely, my 
Lords, had the Aſſiſtance of that illuſtrious Princeſs been their 
ſole or principal Intention, had they in reality dedicated the 
Sum which is to be received by the Troops of Hanover, to 
the ſacred Cauſe of publick Faith and univerſal Liberty, they 
A might 
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An, 16. Geo. II. might have found Methods of provietug. much more effi- 


caciouſly at no greater Expence. Had they remitted that 
Money to the Queen, ſhe would haye been enabled to call 


Nations to her Standard, to fill the Plains of Germany with 


the hardy Inhabitants of the Mountains and the Deſarts, and 
have deluged the Kingdom of France, with Multitudes e- 
qually daring and rapacious, who would have deſcended upon a 
fruitful Country like Vultures on their Prey, and have laid 
thoſe Provinces in Ruin which now ſmile at the Devaſtation 
of neighbouring Countries, ſecure in the Protection of their 


mighty Monarch. 


By this Method of carrying on the War, we might have 
ſecured our Ally from Danger which I cannot but think im- 
minent and formidable, though it ſeems at preſent not to be 
feared. By ſo large an Addition to her Troops ſhe would 


have been enabled to fruſtrate thoſe Deſigns, which her Suc- 


ceſs may incline the King of Pruſſia to form againſt her; for 
with whatever Tranquility he may now ſeem to look upon 
this general Commotion, his Conduct gives us no Reaſon to 
imagine, that he has changed his Maxims, that he is no- 


| forgetful or negligent of his own Intereſt, or that he will not 


ſnatch the firſt Opportunity of Aggrandiſing himſelf by new 
Pretenſions to the Queen of Hungary's Dominions. f 
At leaſt, my Lords, it may without Scruple be aſſerted, 
that the Hopes which ſome either form, or affect, of engaging 
him in a Confederacy for the Support of the Pragmatick 
Sanction, are merely Chimerical. He who has hitherto con- 
ſidered no Intereſt but his own, he who has perhaps en- 
dangered himſelf by attempting to weaken the only Power 
to which he as well as the other Princes of the Empire can 
have recourſe for Protection from the Ambition of France; 
and has therefore broken the Rules of. Policy only to gratify 
a favourite Paſſion, will ſcarcely concur in the Exaltation of 
that Family which he has ſo lately endeavoured to depreſs, 
and which he has ſo much exaſperated againſt him. If he is, 
at length, my Lords, alarmed at the Ambition of the Houſe 
of Bourbon, and has learned not to facilitate thoſe Deſigns 
which are in reality formed againſt himſelf, it cannot be 
doubted, that he looks with equal Fear on the Houſe of 
Auſtria ; that he knows his Safety to conſiſt only in the 
Weakneſs of both ; and that in any Conteſt between them, 

the utmoſt that can be hoped from him is a Neutrality. | 
But, my Lords, he whoſe Security depends only on a 
Suppoſition, that Men will not deviate from right Reaſon or 
true Policy, is in a State which can afford him very little 
Tranquility or Confidence. Whatever is neceflarily to be — 
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ſerved ought to be defended, not only from certain and con- An. 16, Geo. II. 


ſtant Danger, but from caſual and poſſible Injuries ; and a- 
mongſt the reſt, from thoſe which may proceed from the Mu- 
tability of Will, or the Depravation of Underſtanding ; nor 
ſhall we ſufficiently eſtabliſh the Houſe of Auſtria, if we leave 
it liable to be ſhaken, whenever the King of Pry/ia ſhall feel 


his Ambition re-kindled, or his Malevolence excited; we 


muſt not leave it dependent on the Friendſhip or Policy df the 
neighbouring Powers, but muſt enable it once more to awe 
the Empire, and ſet at Defiance the Malice of its Enemies. 

This, my Lords, might have been done by a liberal 
Subſidy, by which Armies might have been levied, Garri- 
ſons eſtabliſhed, and Cities fortified ; and why any other Me- 
thod was purſued, what Reaſon can be afligned ? What, 
but an Inclination to aggrandize and enrich a contemptible 
Province, and to deck with the Plunder of Great Britain the 
Electorate of Hanover? | | 


It has been ſuſpected, my Lords, nor has the Suſpicion 


been without Foundation, that our Meaſures have long been 
regulated by the Intereſt of his Majeſty's Electoral Terri- 


tories ; theſe have been hey conſidered as a Gulph into 


which the Treaſures of this Nation have been thrown ; and 
it has been obſerved, that the State of that Country has, ſince 
the Acceſſion of its Princes to this Throne, been changed with- 
out any viſible Cauſe ; — Affluence has begun to wanton in 
their Towns, and Gold to glitter in their Cottages, without 
the Diſcovery of Mines or the Increaſe of their Trade; 
And new Dominions have been purchaſed, of which it can 
ſcarcely be imagined, that the Value was paid out of the 

Revenues of Hanover. | = 
This, my Lords, is unpopular, illegal and unjuſt ; yet 
this might be born in Conſideration of great Advantages, of 
the Protection of out Trade, and the Support of our Honour. 
But there are Men who dare to whiſper, and who, perhaps, 
if their Suſpicions receive new Confirmation, will publickly 
declare, that for the Preſervation of Hanover, our Com- 
merce has been neglected, and our Honour impaired ; that 
to ſecure Hanover from Invaſion, the Houſe of Bourbon has 
been courted, and the Family of Auſtria embarraſſed and de- 
preſſed. Theſe Men aſſert, without Heſitation, that when 
we entered into a League with France againſt the Emperor 
and the Spaniards, in the Regin of the late King, no 
Part of the Britiſb Dominions were in Danger; and that the 
Alarm which was raiſed to reconcile the Nation to Meaſures 
ſo contrary to thoſe which former Ages had purſued, was a 
fictitious deteſtable Artifice of wicked Policy, by — Great 
| ritain 
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we owe no Regard, as we can receive no real Advantage from 
< Tt were to be wiſhed, that no late Inſtance could be 
produced of Conduct regulated by the ſame Principles, and 
that this ſhameful, this pernicious, Partiality had been uni- 
verſally allowed to have ceaſed with the late Reign ; but it 
has never yet been ſhown, that the late Neutrality by which 
Hanover was preſerved, did not reſtrain the Arms of Great 
Britain; nor when it has been aſked, why the Spaniſh Army 
was, when within Reach of the Cannon of the Briti/h Navy, 
peaceably tranſported to France, has any other Reaſon been 
aſſigned than that the Tranſports could not be deſtroyed with- 
out a Breach of the Neutrality of Hanover? 1 
This, my Lords, is a Subject on which I could have only 
been induced to dwell by my Zeal for the preſent Eſta- 
bliſhment, and my perſonal Affection for his Majeſty. It is un- 
verſally allowed, that not only the Honour and Proſperity, but 
the Safety of a Britiſb Monarch depends upon the Affection 
of his Subjects, and that neither ſplendid Levees, nor large Re- 


venues, nor ſtanding Armies, can ſecure his Happineſs or his 


Power any longer than the People are convinced of his Ten- 
derneſs and Regard, of his Attention to their Complaints 
and his Zeal for their Intereſt. If therefore it ſhould ever be 
generally believed, that our King conſiders this Nation only 
as appendent to his Electoral Dominions ; that he promotes 
the Intereſt of his former Subjects at the Expence of thoſe h) 


whom he has been exalted to the Britiſb Throne, and that our 


Commerce, our Treaſures and our Lives are ſacrificed to the 


| Safety, or to the Enlargement of diſtant Territories? What 


can be expected? What but Murmurs, Diſaffection, and Dif- 
truſt, and their natural Conſequences, Inſurrection and Rebelli- 
on ; Rebellion of which no Man can foreſee the Event, and 
by which that Man may perhaps be placed upon the Throne, 
whom we have ſo wiſely excluded and fo ſolemnly abjured. 

* Of this unreaſonable Regard to the Intereſt of Hanover, 
the Contract which we are now conſidering exhibits, if not a 
Proof too apparent to be denied, yet ſuch an Appearance as 
we ought for our own Sakes and that of his Majeſty to obvi- 
ate; and therefore I think the Addreſs which is now pro- 


poſed in the higheſt Degree reaſonable ; and am convinced, 


that by complying with our Requeſt, his Majeſty will regain 
the Affections of many of his Subjects whom a long Train of 
pernicious Meaſures have filled with Diſcontent, and preſerve 
the Loyalty of many others, who, by artful Repreſentations 
of the Moti ves and Conſequences of this Contract, may be 
alienated and perverted. 

Then 


— 4 


Then Lord Bathurf* reply d as follows ; 4.76. Ces. I, 


My Lards, | | 
© As I have no Reaſon to doubt of the noble Duke's Aﬀec- 


tion to the preſent Royal Family, I am convinced, that the | 
 Ardour of his Expreſſions is the Effect of his Zeal, and that arſe 


the Force of his Repreſentations proceeds only from the 
Strength of his Conviction; and therefore I am far from in- 
tending to cenſure any accidental Negligence of Language, 
or any ſeeming Aſperity of Sentiment. I know, that the 
Openneſs and Dignity of Mind which has incited him to de- 
clare his Opinion with ſo much Freedom, will induce him 
likewiſe to retract it, when he ſhall be convinc'd, that he 
has been deceived by falſe Repreſentations, or that he has 
formed his Concluſions too haftily without an attentive Exa- 
mination of the Queſtion in its whole Extent. | | 

I ſhall, therefore, endeavour to explain the Motives up- 
on which all theſe Meaſures have been formed which we 
have heard ſo warmly cenſur'd ; and ſhow, that they were 
the Conſequences not of Haſte and Negligence, but of Vi- 
gilance and Circumſpection; that they were formed upon a 
deliberate Survey of the complicated Intereſts of the Eyrope- 
an Powers, and diQtated not by a Partiality to Hanover, but 
a faithful Attention to the Intereſt of Great Britain. 

It has been already obſerved by a noble Lord, that 
there was no Choice allowed us; that the State of Europe 
required, that we ſholild not fit unaQtive ; and that yet there 
was no other Method of acting by which we could benefit 
our Allies, or injure our Enemies ; and that therefore though 
our Interpoſition had not produc'd all the Effects which our 
Zeal might incline us to wiſh, yet our Conduct ought not to 
be condemned; becauſe, though we did not preis forward 
through the neareſt Path to the great Obje& of our Purſuit, 
we exerted our utmoſt Speed in the only Way that was left 
open. This, my Lords, is, in my Opinion, a very juſt A- 
pology ; nor do I ſee, that this Vindication can be confuted 
or invalidated otherwiſe than by ſhowing, that ſome different 
Meaſures, Meaſures equally reaſonable, were equally in our 
Power. 2 | 

© But becauſe the Plea of Neceſſity may perhaps be evad- 
ed; and becauſe it is at leaſt pleaſing to diſcover, that what 
was neceſſary was likewiſe convenient, I ſhall endeavour to 
ſhow, that our Meaſures have produced already ſuch Effects 
as have ſufficiently rewarded our Expences ; and that we may 
yet reaſonably hope, that greater Advantages will ariſe from 


them. ; 
| © 'There 


* Appointed Captain of the Band of Gentlemen-Penſioners, at the 
Cloſe of the Firſt Seſſion. See P. 208. ; 
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There are, indeed, ſome whom it will not be eaſy to 
ſatisfy, ſome who declare not againſt the Manner in which 
the War is proſecuted, but againſt the War itſelf; who 
think the Power of France too formidable to be oppoſed, and 
the Britiſb People too much exhauſted or enervated to hold 
any longer the Balance of the Continent. 

© I have indeed, my Lords, always declared myſelf of a 
different Opinion, and have frequently endeavoured to rouſe 
others from a Kind of indolent Deſpair and tame Acquieſ- 
cence in the Attempts of the French, by Repreſentations of 


the Wealth and Force, the Influence and Alliances of our 


own Nation. I have often aſſerted, that I did not doubt but 
her Conqueſts might be ſtopp'd by vigorous Oppoſition, and 
that the Current of her Power which had by artificial Ma- 
chines of Policy been rais'd higher than its Source, would 
ſubſide and ſtagnate, when its Courſe was no longer afliſted 
by Cowardice, and its Way levell'd by Submiſſion. | 
* Theſe, my Lords, were my Sentiments, and this was 
my Language at a Time, when all the Powers of Europe 
conſpir'd to flatter the Pride of France by falling at her Feet, 


when her Nod was ſolicitouſly watch'd by all the Princes of 


the Empire, when there was no Safety but by her Protecti- 
on, nor any Enterpriſe but by her Permiſſion, when her 


Wealth influenced the Councils of Nations, when War was 


declar'd at her Command in the remoteſt Corners of Europe, 
and every Conteft was ſubmitted to her Arbitration. 


Even at this Time, my Lords, was I ſufficiently confi- 


dent of the Power of my own Country to ſet at Defiance in 
my own Mind this gigantick State. I conſider'd all Addi- 


tions to its Greatneſs rather as the Tumour of Diſeaſe than 


the Shootings of Vigour, and thought that its Nerves grew 
weaker as its Corpulence encreaſed. Of my own Nation 
I ſaw, that neither its Numbers nor its Courage were dimi- 
niſhed; I had no Reaſon to believe our Soldiers or our Sailors 
leſs brave than their Fathers; and therefore imagined, that 
whenever they ſhould be led out againſt the ſame Enemies, 
they would fight with the ſame Superiority, and the ſame 
Succeſs. | \ 
But for theſe Hopes, my Lords, I was ſometimes pitied 
by thoſe who thought themſelves better acquainted with the 
State of Europe than myſelf, and ſometimes ridiculed by 
thoſe who had been long accuſtomed to depreſs their own 
Country, and to repreſent Great Britain as only the Shadow 
of what it once was, to deride our Armies and our Fleets, 


and deſcribe us impoveriſh'd and corrupted, ſunk into Cow- 


ardice and delighted with Slavery. | 
That wy Opinion is now likely to be juſtified, and _ 
: | tho 


— 


„ e | 
thoſe who have hitherto ſo confidently oppoſed me will ſoon An. 16. Geo, II. 
be oblig'd to acknowledge their Miſtake, is of very ſmall 374*: 
Importance, nor is my Self-love ſo predominant as to incline on 
me to reckon the Confirmation of my Predictions, or the 
Vindication of my Sagacity among the Benefits which we are 
now about to receive. We are now ſoon to be convinced, 
that France is not irrefiſtable, not irreſiſtable to Great Bri- 
tain; We are now to ſee the Embroilers of the Univerſe en- 
tangled in their own Schemes, and the Depopulators of King- 
doms deſtroyed in theſe Fields which they have ſo wantonly 

laid waſte : We ſhall ſee Juſtice triumphant over Oppreſſion, 
and Inſolence trampled by thoſe whom ſhe has deſpiſed : We 
ſhall ſee the Powers of Europe once more equally balanced, 
and the Balance plac'd again in the Hands of Great Britain. 
It has been affirmed by a noble Lord, in this Debate, that 
our Armies in Flanders are uſeleſs, and that our Motions 
have given neither Courage nor Strength to any other Pow- 
ers, that the Queen of Hungary is yet equally diſtreſſed, and 
that the French ftill purſue their Schemes, without any In- 
terruption from us or our Allies: His Lordſhip has ask'd, 
upon what Events theſe Expectations are founded; and has 
alledged, that we have no ſuch Revolutions to hope from 
the Meaſures that have been hitherto purſued : I ſhall 
hope, nevertheleſs, by an impartial Account of the preſent 
State of the Continent, to ſhow, that his Aſſertions are 
groundleſs, and his Opinion erroneous. | 
The Inactivity of our Army in Flanders has, indeed, fur- 
niſned a popular Topic of Declamation and Ridicule. It 
is well known how little the Bulk of Mankind are acquaint- 
ed, either with Arts of Policy, or of War, how imperfectly 
they muſt always underſtand the Conduct of Miniſters or Ge- 
nerals, and with what Partiality they always determine in 
Favour of their own Nation. Ignorance, my Lords, con- 
joined with Partiality muſt always produce Expectations 
which no Addreſs nor Courage can gratify; and it is ſcarcely, 
therefore, to be hoped, that the People will be ſatisfied with 
any Account of the Conduct of our Generals which does not 
inform them of Sieges and Battles, Slaughter and Devaſtati- 
on: They expect that a Britiſb Army ſhould over-run the 
Continent in a Summer, that Towns ſhould ſurrender at their 
Summons, and Legions retire at their Shout, that they ſhould 
drive Nations before them, and conquer Empires by march» 
ing over them. 5 | | 
Such, my Lords, are the Effects which the People of 
Great Britain expect; and as they have hitherto been diſap- 
pointed, their Diſappointment inclines them to complain. 
They think an Army uſeleſs which gains no Victories, - 
| 4 
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Enemies is not to be ſhed ? But theſe are not the Sentiment 
of your Lordſhips, whoſe Acquaintance with publick Affairs 
informs you, that Victories are often gained where ho Stan- 
dards are taken, nor News Papers filled with Liſts of the 
Slain; and that by drawing the Sword opportunely the Ne- 
ceſſity of ſtriking is often prevented. Vou know, that the 
Army which hovers over a Country, and draws the Forces 
which defend it to one Part, may deſtroy it without invad- 
Ing it, by expoſing it to the Invaſion of another ; and that he 


who witholds an Army from Action is not leſs uſeful to his 


Ally than he that defeats it. | 
This, my Lords, is the preſent Uſe of our Troops in 


Flanders; the French are kept in continual Terror, and are 
obliged to detach to that Frontier thoſe Troops which, had 


they not been thus diverted, would have been employed in 
the Empire ; and ſurely an Army is not unaQtive which with- 
holds a double Number from proſecuting their Deſign. 
That our Motions have not encouraged other Powers to 
fulfil their Engagements, or to unite in the Defence of the 


neral Liberty of Europe, cannot truly be aſſerted. The 


e 
Dutch apparently waken from their Slumber, whether it was 
real or affected; they at leaſt diſcover leſs Fear of the French, 
and have already given ſuch Proofs of their Inclination to join 
with us as may encourage us to expect, that they will in a 
ſhort Time form with us another Confederacy, and employ 
their utmoſt Efforts in the common Cauſe. 

© What they have already offered will at leaſt enable us to 
aſſiſt the Queen of Hungary with greater Numbers, and Her 
to employ her Troops where ſhe is moſt preſſed ; for they 
have engaged to garriſon the Towns of Flanders, which fince 
they cannot be evacuated, is in effe& an Offer of Auxiliary 
Troops; fince if thoſe Forces had been added to the Auſtrian 
Army, an equal Number of Aaſtrians muſt have been with- 
drawn to garriſon the Frontier. 3 

It is, therefore, without Reaſon, that narrow - minded 
Cenſurers charge us with becoming the Slaves of the Dutch, 
with fighting their Battles and defending their Barrier, while 
they purſue their Commerce in Tranquility, enjoy Peace at 
the Expence of Britiſb Blood, and grow rich by the Profu- 
ſion of Britiſb Treaſure. It appears, that they concur in the 


Preſervation of themſelves and of Europe, though with De- 


lays and Caution, ſince though they. do not ſend Forces into 


the Field, they ſupply the Place of thoſe which are ſent, and 
enable others to deſtroy thoſe whom they are not yet per- 


„ The 


ſuaded to attack themſelves, 


BD 
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© The Conſtitution of that Republick is, indeed, ſuch. as An. 16. Geo, II. 
makes its Alliance not valuable on ſudden Emergences in Pro- 


portion to its Wealth and Power. 'The Determinations of 
large Aſſemblies are always flow ; becauſe there are many 
Opinions to be examined, many Propoſals to be balanced, 
and many ObjeQtions to be anſwered : But with much more 
Difficulty muſt any important Reſolution be formed, where 


it muſt be the joint Act of the whole Aſſembly, where 


| every Individual has a Negative Voice, and Unanimity a- 
lone can make a Deciſion obligatory. Wherever this is 
the Form of Government, the State lies at the Mercy of e- 
very Man who has a Vote in its Councils ; and the Corrupti- 
on or Folly or Obſtinacy of one may retard or defeat the moſt 
important Deſigns, lay his Country open to the Inroads of 
an Enemy, diflolve the moſt ſolemn Alliances, and involve 
a Nation in Miſery. | 


This, my Lords, I need nab obſerve to be the Dutch Con- 


ſtitution, nor need I tell this Aſſembly, that we are not al - 
ways to judge of the general Inclination of that People by the 
Procedure of their Deputies, fince particular Men may be 
influenced by private Views, or corrupted by ſecret Promiſes, 
or Bribes 3 and thoſe Deſigns may be retarded by their Arti- 
fices which the Honeſt and Impartial univerſally approve. 
This is, perhaps, the true Reaſon of the preſent Delays which 
have furniſhed Occaſion to ſuch loud Complaints, Complaints 
of which we may hope quickly to have an End; fince it can 
hardly be doubted, but the general Voice of the People will 
there, as in other Places, at laſt prevail, and the Prejudices 
or Paſſions of private Men give way to the Intereſt of the 
Publick. ö | 


That the Queen of Hungary is now equally diſtreſſed, 


and that ſhe has received no Advantage from the Aſſiſtance, 
which we have at ſo great an Expence appeared to give her, 
is likewiſe very far from being true. Let any Man compare 
her preſent Condition, with that in which ſhe was before 
Great Britain engaged in her Cauſe, and it will eaſily be 
perceived, how much ſhe owes to the Alliance of this Nation. 
She was then flying before her Enemies and reduced to ſeek 
for Shelter in the remoteſt Part of her Dominions, while her 
Capital was fortified in ExpeRation of a Siege. Thoſe wha 
then were diſtributing her Provinces, and who almoſt hovered 
over her only remaining Kingdom, are now retiring before 
her Troops. The Army, by which it was intended that her 
Territories in Italy ſhould be taken from her, is now ſtarving 
in the Countries which it preſumed to invade ; and the 
Troops, which were ſent to its Aſſiſtance, are languiſhing at 
the Feet of Mountains which they will never pals, 
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which, for want of being compleately underſtood, or atten- 
tively conſidered, have been ſo vehemently cenſured. "Theſe 
Meaſures, my Lords, however injudicious, however |unſea. 
ſonable, have embarraſſed the Deſigns of France, and given 
Relief to the Queen of Hungary; they have animated the 
Dutch to Action, and kindled in all the Powers of Bure, 
who were intimidated by the French Armies, new Hopes and 
new Reſolution ; they have indeed made a general 

in the State of Europe, and given a new Inclination to 
Balance of Power: Not many Months have elapſed, ſince e- 
very Man appeared to conſider the King of France as the uni. 
verſal Monarch, whoſe Will was not to be oppoſed, and whoſe 
Force was not to be refiſted : We now ſee his Menaces de- 
ſpiſed and his Propoſitions rejected; every one now appears 


to hope rather than to fear, tho? lately a general Panic wa 


ſpread over this Part of the Globe, and Fear had ſo engroſſed 
Mankind, that ſcarcely any Man preſumed to hope, 

But it is objected, my Lords, that though our Meaſures 
ſhould be allowed not to have been wholly ineffeQual, and 
our Money appear not to have been ſquandered only to pay 
the Troops of Hanover ; yet our Conduct is very far from 
meriting either Applauſe or Approbation ; fince much great- 
er Advantages might have been purchaſed at much leſs Ex 
pence, and by Methods much leſs invidious and dangerous. 

© The Queen of Hungary might, in the Opinion of theſe 
Cenſurers, have raiſed an Hundred thouſand Men with the 
Money which we muſt expend in hiring onlySixteen thouſand, 
and might have deſtroyed thoſe Enemies whom we have hi- 
therto not dared to attack. | | - 
© Thoſe who make this Suppoſition the Foundation of 
their Cenſures, appear not to remember, that the Queen of. 
Hungary's Dominions, like thoſe of other Princes, may by 
War be in Time exhauſted ; that the Loſs of Inhabitants is 
not repaired in any Country but by ſlow Degrees; and that 
there is no Place yet diſcovered where Money will procure 


Soldiers without End, or where new Harveſts of Men riſe up 


annually, . ready to fight thoſe Quarrels in which their Prede- 
ceſſors were ſwept away. If the Money had, inſtead of be- 
ing employed in hiring Auxiliaries, been remitted to the 


Queen, it is not probable that ſhe could at any Rate have 


brought a new Army together : But it is certain, that her 
new Troops muſt have been without Arms and without Diſci- 
= It 8 have been found perhaps, in this general 
iſturbance of the World, not eaſy. to have ſupplied them 
with Weapons ; and it is well known how long Time is = 
quired 
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quired to teach raw Forces the Art of War, enable them An. 16. Ces. II. 
to ſtand before a Veteran Enemy. 88 
It was therefore neceſſary to aſſiſt her rather with de 


Troops than Money ; and fince Troops were neceſſarily to 
be hired, why ſhould we employ the Forces of Hanover leſs 


willingly than thoſe of any other Nation? To aſſert, that 


they have more or leſs Courage than others is chimerical, 
nor can any Man ſuppoſe them either more brave or timo- 


tous than thoſe of the neighbouring Countries, without diſ- 


covering the meaneſt Prejudices and the narroweſt Concepti- 
ons, without ſhowing that he is wholly unacquainted with 
human-Nature, and that he is influenced by the Tales of 
Nurſes and the Boaſts of Children. | 1 5 
There was, therefore, no Objection againſt the Troops of 
Hanover that was not of equal Strength againſt all 22 
Troops; and there was at leaſt one Argument in their fa- 
vour, that they were Subjects of the ſame Prince; and that, 


therefore, we could have no Reaſon to 2 Defection 


or to ſuſpect their Fidelity. 

* The Electorate of Hanover, with whatever Contempt 
or Indignation ſome Perſons may affect to mention it, is to 
be conſidered at leaſt as a State in Alliance with Great Bri- 
tain, and to receive from us that Support Io: the Terms 


of that Alliance may demand. 

Any other Regard, my Lords, indeed it is not neceſſary 
to contend for; fince it cannot be proved, that in this Tran- 
ſaction we have aCted otherwiſe than as with Alligs, or hired 
the Troops on Conditions which thoſe of any other Nation 
would not have obtained, or on any which they will not de- 
ſerve ; ſince your Lordſhips have received Aſſurances, that 
they are ready to enter the Field, and to march into Germany 
againſt the common Enemy. That we might have raiſed new 
Troops in our own Nation, and have augmented our Army 
with an equal Number of Men, cannot be denied : Nor do 
1 doubt, my Lords, but our Countrymen would be equally 
formidable with any other Forces; but it muſt be remember- 
ed, that an Army is not to be levied in an Inſtant, and that 
our Natives, however warlike, are not born with the Know- 
ledge of the Uſe of Arms ; and who knows, whether. Europe 
might not have been enſlaved before a Britiſb Army could 
have been raiſed and diſciplined for its Deliverance ? | 

Whether this Account of our Meaſures will ſatisfy thoſe 
who have hitherto condemned them, I am not able to fore- 
tell: There are, indeed, ſome Reaſon for ſuſpecting, that 
they blame not, becauſe they diſapprove, but becauſe they 
think it neceſſary either to the Character of Diſcernment or 
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An. 16. Geo. II. of Probity to cenſure the Miniſtry, whatever Maxims are 
2 purſued. Of this Diſpoſition it is no ſlight Proof, that con- 
trary Meaſures have been ſometimes condemned by the ſame 
Men with the ſame Vehemence; and that even Compliance 
with their Demands has not ſtilled their Outeries. When 
the Miniſtry appeared unwilling to engage in the War of 
Germany, without the Concurrence of the other Powers who 
had engaged to ſupport the Pragmatic Sanction, they were 
hourly reproached with being Slaves of France, with betrays 
ing the general Cauſe of Europe, and with repreſſing that 
generous Ardour, by which our Anceſtors have been incited 
to ſtand forth as the Aſſerters of univerſal Liberty, and to 
fight the Quarrel of Mankind. They were marked out as 
either Cowards or Traitors, and doomed to Infamy as the 
Accomplices of 'Tyranny, engaged in a Conſpiracy againſt 

their Allies, their Country and their Poſterity. + - 

At length the Britons have rouſed again, and again de- 
clared themſelves the Supporters of Right whenever injured; 
they have again raiſed their Standards in the Continent, 
and prepare to march again through thoſe Regions, where 
their Victories are yet celebrated, and their Bravery yet re- 
verenced. The Hills of Germany will again ſound with the 
Shouts of that People, who once marched to her Deliverance |, 
through all the Obſtructions that Art or Power could form 
againſt them, and which broke through the Paſs of Schelem- 
Burg to rout the Armies that were ranged behind it. 

Now zit might be expected, my Lords, that at leaſt 
thoſe who were before diſſatisfied ſhould declare their Ap- 
probation ; for ſurely where Peace or Neutrality is improper, 
there is nothing left but War. Yet Experience ſhews us, 
that Men reſolved to blame will never want Pretences for 
venting their Malignity ; and where nothing but Malignity 
is the Conſequence of oppoſite Meaſures, we muſt neceſſarily 
conclude, that there is a fixed Reſolution to blame, and that 
all Vindications will be ineffectual. pe 

Some have, indeed, found out a middle Courſe between 
Cenſure and Approbation, and declare, that they think theſe 
Meaſures now juſtifiable, becauſe we have proceeded too far 
to retreat with Honour, and that though at firſt a better 
Scheme might have been formed ; yet this, which has hi- 
therto been purſued, ought not now to be changed. 

* I, my Lords, though it is not of very great Importance to 
confute an Opinion by which the Meaſures of the Govern- 
ment will not be obſtrufted, cannot forbear to declare my- 
ſelf of different Sentiments, and to aſſert, in Oppoſition to 
artful Calumnies and violent Invectives, that the - preſent 

x | Meaſures 
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Meaſures were originally right, that they were ſuch as Pru- An. 16. Geo. II. 


dence would dictate, and Experience approve, and ſuch as we 
ought again to take, if we have again the Power of Choice. 

I am, indeed, far from doubting, but theſe Meaſures 
will in a ſhort Time be juſtified by Succeſs, a Criterion by 
which, however unjuſtly, the greateſt Part of Mankind will 
always judge of the Conduct of their Governors; for it is ap- 
parent, my Lords, that howſoever the French Power, Com- 
merce, and Wealth, have been exaggerated by thoſe that 
either love or fear them, they will not long be able to ſtand 
againſt us ; their Funds will in a ſhort Time fail them, and 
their Armies muſt be diſbanded, when they can no longer be 
paid, leſt, inftead of protecting their Country, they ſhould 
be inclined to plunder it. = 

* The Abundance of our Wealth, my Lords, and the 
Profit of our Commerce are ſufficiently apparent from the 
Price of our Stacks, which never were before ſupported at 
the ſame Height, for ſo long a Time; and of the Fall of 
which neither an actual War with Spain, nor the Danger 
which has been ſuggeſted of another with France, with France 
in the full Poſſeſſion of all its boaſted Advantages, has yet 
been able to produce any Token. Another Proof of the 
Exuberance of our Riches, and the Proſperity of our Com- 
merce by which they are acquired, is the Readineſs with which 
the Government can raiſe in an Inftant the | greateſt Sums ; ' 
and the low Intereſt at which they are obtained. If we com; 
pare our State in this reſpect, with that of France, the in- 
ſuperable Difficulties under which they muſt contend with us, 
will ſufficiently diſcover themſelves. It is well known, my 
Lords, that we have lately raiſed the Money, which the 
Service of each Year required, at the Intereſt of three for a 
Hundred; nor is it likely, that there will be any Neceſſity 
of larger Intereſt, though our annual Demands were to be 
equal to ' thoſe of the laſt War. But the French are well 
known to raiſe the Sums which their Exigences require on 
very different Terms, and to have paid ten for a Hundred, 
for all the Money which their late Projects have required; 
Projects which they cannot purſue long at ſuch enormous 
Expence, and by which their Country muſt in a ſhort Time 
be ruined even without Oppoſition. | 

While we can, therefore, raiſe three Millions for leſs 
than the French can obtain one; and by Conſequence ſup- 
port three Regiments at the ſame Expence as one is ſup- 
ported in their Service, we have ſurely no Reaſon to dread 
the Superiority of their Numbers, or to fear, that they will 
conquer by exhauſting us. f 1 
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Lord Hervey. 


(268 


* Thus, my Lords, I have delivered my Opinion with 
Freedom and Impartiality; and ſhall patiently hearken to 
any Objections that ſhall ariſe againſt it, ſupported by the 
Conſciouſneſs, that a Confutation will only ſhow me that I 
have been miſtaken ; but will not deprive me of the Satiſ- 
faction of reflecting, that I have not been wanting to my 
Country ; and that if I have approved or defended improper 
Meaſutes, I at leaft conſulted no other be than that of 
Great Britain, 


Lord Hervey * ſpoke next to ths following Effect. 
My Lords, 
lt is not without that Concern which every Man ought to 
feel at the apparentApproach of publick Calamities, that I have 
heard the Meaſures which are now the Subject of our Inquiry 
ſo weakly defended, when their Vindication 1s endeavoured 
with ſo much Ardour, and laboured with ſo much Addreſs. 

The Objections which preſs upon the Mind, at the firſt 
and ſlighteſt View of our Proceedings, are ſuch as TE 
the cloſeſt Attention, ſuch as cannot but alarm every 
who has ſtudied the Intereſt of his Country, and who fincere- 
ly endeavours to promote it ; and therefore it might be hop- 
ed, that thoſe who appear to have thought them inſufficient 
are able to produce in Oppoſition to them the ſtrongeſt Ar- 
guments and the cleareſt Deductions. | 

When we attempt the Conſideration of our preſent Con- 
dition, and enquire by what Means our Proſperity may be 
ſecured, the firit Reflection that occurs, is, that we are Tra- 
ders, that all our Power is the Conſequence of our Wealth, 
and our Wealth the Product of our Trade. It is well known, 
that Trade can only be purſued under the Security of Peace, 
that a Nation which has a larger Commerce, muſt make War 
on diſadvantageous Terms, againſt one that has leſs ; as, 
of two contiguous Countries, the more fruitful has moſt to 
fear from an Invaſion by its Neighbour. 

It is viſible likewiſe to any Man who conſiders the Situa- 
tion of Great Britain, that there is no Nation by which our 
Trade can in time of War be ſo much obſtructed as by France, 
of which the Coaſts are oppoſite to ours, and which can ſend 
out ſmall Veſſels and ſeize our Merchants in the Mouths of 
our Harbours, or in the Channel of which we boaſt the 
Sovereignty ; ; and all thoſe who have heard or read of the 
laſt War, in which we gained ſo much Honour, and ſo little 
Advantage, know, that the Privateers of France injured us 


more than its Navies or its Armies; and that a thouſand 
. Victorie, 


* Remov'd from his Poſt of Lord * Seal in July, 1742, and 1 
evcded by Lord Gower, 
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ViRories on the Continent, where we were only contending An. 16. Geo. II. 
1742. 


for the Rights of others, were a very ſmall Recompence for 


the Obſtruction of our Commerce; nor can he feel much 


Tenderneſs for Mankind who would "purchaſe by the Ruin 
and Diſtreſs of a thouſand Families induſtrious and innocent, 
the momentary Feſtivity of a Triumph, or the idle Glare of 
an Illumination. | | ii ; 

Vet, my Lords, this Nation, however zealous for its 
Commerce, is about to engage in a War, in a War with the 
only State by which our Commerce can be impaired ; it is 
about to ſupport new Armies on the Continent without 


Allies,, and without Treaſure. 


© That we are without Treaſure, and that our Trade, by 
which only our Funds can be ſupplied, has lately been very 


much diminiſhed, is too eaſy to prove in Oppoſition to the 
ſpecious Diſplay which the, noble Lord, who ſpoke laſt; has 
been pleaſed to make of the Exuberance of our Wealth. 

If the Abundance of our Riches be ſuch as it has been 
repreſented, why are no Meaſures formed for the Payment 
of the publick-Debts ? of which no Man will ſay, that they 
are not in themſelves a Calamity and the Source of many 


Calamities yet greater; of which it cannot be denied, that 


they multiply Dependence, by which our Conſtitution may 
ſometime be endangered. Why are thoſe Debts not only 
unpaid but encreaſed by annual Additions to ſuch a Height, 
that the Payment of them muſt ſoon become deſperate, and 
the Publick ſink under the Burthen ? 

That our Trade, my Lords, and by Conſequence our 
Wealth, is of late diminiſhed, may be proved beyond Con- 
troverſy, even to thoſe whoſe Intereſt it is not to believe it, 
and upon whom, therefore, it cannot be expected, that Ar- 


guments will have a great Effect. The Produce of the 


Cuſtoms was the laſt Year leſs by half a Million, than the 
Mean Revenue; and as our Cuſtoms muſt always bear a cer- 
tain Proportion to Trade, we may form an indiſputable Eſti- 
mate from them of its Increaſe or its Decline. | 

* The Riſe of our Stocks, my Lords, is ſuch a Proof of 
Riches, as dropfical Tumours are of Health ; it ſhews not 
the Circulation but the Stagnation of our Money ; and 
though it may flatter us with a falſe Appearance of Plenty 
for a Time, will ſoon prove, that it is both the Effect and 
Cauſe of Poverty, and will end in Weakneſs and Deſtruction. 

* When Commerce flouriſhes, when its Profit is certain 
and fecure, Men will employ their Money in the Exchange 
of Commodities, by which greater 3 may be gain- 


ed than by putting it into the Hands of Brokers; but when _ 
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An, 16. Geo, II. every Ship is in Danger of being intercepted by Privateers, 
1742+ and the Inſurer divides the Profit of every Voyage with the 
Merchant, it is natural to chuſe a ſafer, though a leſs pro- 
fitable Traffick, and rather to treaſure Money in the Funds, 
than expoſe it on the Ocean. 

© But, my Lords, the Miniſters themſelves have ſufficiently 
declared their Opinion of the State of the National Wealth, 
by the Method which they have taken to raiſe thoſe Supplies 
of which they boaſt with how great Facility they are raiſed, 

When they found, that new Expences required new 
Taxes, it was neceſſary to examine what could be taxed, or 
upon which Part of the Nation any other Burthens could be 
laid without immediate Ruin. They turned over the Cata- 
logue of all our Manufactures, and found, that ſcarcely any 
of the Conveniences, or even the Neceſſaries of Life were 
without an Impoſt : They examined all the Claſſes of our 
Traders, and readily diſcovered, that the greateſt Number of 
thoſe who endeavoured to ſupport themſelves by honeſt Tn- 
duſtry were ſtruggling with Poverty, and ſcarcely able to 
provide to Day what would be neceſſary to Morrow. They 
ſaw our Priſons crouded with Debtors, and our Papers filled 
with the Names of Bankrupts, of whom many may be ſup- 

[ | ncong to have miſcarried without Idleneſs, Extravagance or 
olly. | 
8 They ſaw, therefore, my Lords, that Induſtry muſt fink 
under any Addition to its Load, a Conſideration which could 
afford no Proof of the Abundance of our Wealth: They ſaw, 
that our Commodities would be no longer manufactured, if 
their Taxes were increaſed ; and therefore it was neceſlary 
to raiſe Money by ſome other Method, fince all thoſe which 
have been hitherto praiſed were precluded. 

This, my Lords, was no eaſy Taſk ; but however diff- 
cult, it has been accompliſhed ; and to thoſe great Politicians 
muſt Poſterity be indebted for a new Scheme of ſupplying the 
Expences of a War. 1 

In the Time of the late Miniſtry, it has been obſerved, 
that Drunkenneſs was become a Vice, almoſt univerſal a- 
mong the common People ; and that as the Liquor which 
they generally drank, was ſuch, that they could deſtroy their 
Reaſon by a ſmall Quantity, and at a ſmall Expence, the 
Conſequence of general Drunkenneſs was general Idleneſs: 
Since no Man would work any longer than was neceſſary to 
lay him aſleep, for the remaining Part of the Day. They 
remarked likewiſe, that the Liquor which they generally. 
drank was to the laſt Degree pernicious to Health, and de- 


ſtructive of that corporeal Vigour by which the * - 
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Life is to be carried on; and a Law was, 8 made An, 16. Geo, II. 


by which it was intended, that this Species of Debauche 
0 peculiarly fatal, ſhould be IT 1 my * 
Againſt the End of this Law no Man has hitherto made 
the leaſt Objection; no one has dared to ſignalize himſelf as 
an open Advocate for Vice, or attempted to prove, that 
Drunkenneſs was not injurious to Society, and contrary to the 
true Ends of human Being. The Encouragement of Wick- 
edneſs of this ſhameful Kind, Wickedneſs equally con- 
temptible and hateful, was reſerved for the preſent Miniſtry, 
who are now about to ſupply thoſe Funds which they have 
exhauſted by idle Projects and romantic Expeditions, at the 
Expence of Health and Virtue, who have diſcovered a Me- 
thod of recruiting Armies by the Deſtruction of their Fel- 
low- ſubjects, and while they boaſt themſelves the Aſſerters 
of Liberty, are endeavouring to enſlave us, by the Introduc- 


tion of thoſe Vices, which in all Countries and in every 


Age have made way for deſpotic Power. 5 

Even this Expedient, my Lords, muſt in a ſhort Time 
fail them, the Products of Vice as well as of Commerce 
muſt in time be exhauſted; and what then will remain? The 
Honeſt and Induſtrious muſt feel the Weight of ſome new 
Impoſition, which the Sagacity of experienced Oppreſſion 
may find Means to lay upon them; they will then firſt find 
the Benefit of this new Law, ſince they may, by the Uſe of 
thoſe Liquors which are indulged them, put a ſpeedy End to 
that Life which they are made unable to ſupport. 

* The Means by which the Expences of our preſent De- 
ſigns are to be ſupported, ſuch Means, my Lords, as were 
never yet practiſed by any State, however exhauſted, or how- 
ever endangered, Means which a wiſe Nation would ſcarcely 
uſe to repeal an Invader from the Capital, or to raiſe Works 
to keep off a general Inundation, raiſe yet ſtronger Motions 
of Indignation, when it is conſidered for what Deſigns theſe 
Expences are required. | | 

* We are now, my Lords, raiſing Armies and hiring 
Auxiliaries for an Expedition of which no Neceſſity can be 
diſcovered ; and from which neither Honour nor Advantage 
can be expected; we are about to force from this People the 
laſt Remains of their Property, and to harraſs, with Exaction, 
thoſe who are already languiſhing with Poverty, not for the 
Preſervation of our Liberty or the Defence of our Country, 
but for the Support of the Pragmatick Sanction, for the Exe- 
cution of a very unjuſt Scheme formed by the late Emperor, 
to which he purchaſed, at different Times, on different Emer- 


gencies, the Concurrence of other Powers; but to which he 
Ii 4 | failed 


| (878 7... | 
An. 16. Geo, II. failed to put the laſt Seal of Confirmation, perhaps in Hopes 
174%. ' of a Male-heir; and left the Deſign, which he had ſol 
and ſo induſtriouſly laboured, to be at laſt compleated by the 
Kindneſs of his Allies, having by an unſucceſsful War a- 
gainſ the Turks, exhauſted his Treaſure, and weakened his 
roops. „ 
Do Whether we ſhall now engage in this Deſign, whether 
we ſhall, for the Defence of the Pragmatick Sanction, begin 
another War on the Continent, of which the Duration can- 
not be determined, the Expence eſtimated, or the Event 
- foreſeen ; whether we ſhall contend at once with all the 
Princes of the Houſe of Bourbon, and entangle ourſelves in 
a Labyrinth of different Schemes ; whether we ſhall provoke 
France to interrupt our Commerce, and invade our Colonies, 
and ſtand without the Aſſiſtance of a ſingle Ally againſt thoſe 
Powers that lately ſet almoſt all Europe at Defiance, is now to 
be determined by your Lordſhips. | 5 

It can ſcarcely be expected, that the French will treat us 
only as Auxiliaries, and ſatisfy themſelves with attacking us 
only where they find themſelves oppoſed by us; they will, 
undoubtedly, my Lords, conſider us as Principals, ſince they 
can ſuffer little more by declaring War againſt us. 1 

© Theſe, my Lords, are the Dangers to be feared from the 
Meaſures which we are now perſuaded to purſue, but per- 
ſaaded by Arguments which, in my Opinion, ought to have 
very little Influence upon us, and which have not yet been 

able, however artfully or zealouſly enforced, to prevail upon 
the Dutch to unite with us. 

It has, indeed, been aſſerted, that the Dutch appear 
inclined to aſſiſt us: But of that Inclination ſtronger Proofs 
ought ſurely to be produced, before we take Auxiliaries into 
Pay, and tranſport Troops into another Country, which has 
been ſo often repreſented to have been raiſed for the Defence 
of their own, or collect Money from the Publick by the 
Propagation of Wickedneſs. : 

Of this favourable Inclination in the Dutch, I am the 
more doubtful; becauſe it is contrary to the ExpeRations of 
all Mankind, and to the Maxims by which they have gene- 
rally regulated their Conduct. There have been many late 
Inſtances of their patient Submiſſion to the Invaſion of Pri- 
vileges to which they have thought themſelves entitled, and 
of their Preference of Peace, though ſometimes purchaſed 
with the Loſs of Honour, or, (what may be ſuppoſed to 
touch a Dutchman much more nearly,) of Profit, to the Deva- 
ſtation, and Expence, and Hazards of War ; and it can hard- 
ly be ſuppoſed by any who know their Character, that = 
WI 
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will be more zealous ſor the Rights of others than for their An. 16. Oeo · l. 
own; or that they will, for the Support of the Queen of 7742» 


Hungary, ſacrifice that Security and Tranquility which 
they have preferred at the Expence of their Commerce at one 
time, and by paſſive Submiſſion to Inſults at another. 

That a Nation like this, my Lords, will in the Quarrel 
of another engage in any but moderate Meaſures, is not to 
be expected: It is not improbable, that they may endeavour 
by Embaſſies and Negociations to adjuſt the preſent Diſputes, 
or offer their Mediation to the contending Powers ; but I am 
very far from imagining, that they will find in themſelves any 
Diſpoſition to raiſe Armies or equip Fleets, that they will 
endanger the Barrier which has been ſo dearly purchaſed, or 
expoſe themſelves to the Hazards and Terror of a French 
War; and am, therefore, inclined to. believe, that if any 
Tendency towards ſuch Meaſures now appears, it is only the 
Effect of the preſent Heat of ſome vehement Declaimers, or 
the ſecret Machination of ſome artful Projectors among them, 
who have formed chimerical Plans of a new Syſtem of Europe, 
and have in their Imaginations regulated the Diſtribution of 
Dominion and Power, or, who, perhaps, have diminiſhed their 
Patrimonies by Negligence and Extravagance, and hope to 
repair them in Times of Confufion, and to glean part of that 
Harveſt of Treaſure. which the Publick muſt be obliged to 


yield in time of War. I am till inclined to believe, that the 


true Intereſt of the Republick will be conſulted, that Policy 
will prevail over Intrigue, and that only moderate Meaſures 
will be purſued by the general Council of the States. 

* Moderate Meaſures, my Lords, if not always the moſt 
honourable in the Opinion of Minds vitiated by falſe No- 
tions of Grandeur, are at leaſt always the moſt ſafe ; and 
are, therefore, eligible at leaſt, till the Scene of Affairs be- 
gins to open, and the Succeſs of a more vigorous Condy& 
may with ſome Degree of Certainty be foreknown ; and it 
muſt at leaſt be thought imprudent for thoſe to hazard much, 
who can gain nothing, and therefore it will not be eaſy to 
aſſign any Reaſon, that may juſtify our Conduct on the pre- 
{ent Occaſion. 

© It is not improbable, my Lords, that thoſe who lately ob- 
tained the Direction of our Affairs may be influenced by the 


general Diſapprobation which the Britiſb People ſhow'd of 


the pacific Conduct of the late Miniſtry, and may have re- 
ſolved to endeavour after Applauſe by ſhowing more Spirit 
and Activity. But, my Lords, of two oppoſite Schemes it 
is not impoſſible that both may be wrong, and that the mid- 
dle Way only may be ſafe ; nor is it uncommon for thoſe who 

4 are 
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An. 16. Geo. II. are precipitately flying from one Extreme to ruſh blindly up- 
1742. on another. _ 3 
— « But our Miniſtry, my Lords, have found out a Method 
of complicating Errors which none of their Predeceſſors, 
however ſtigmatis'd for Ignorance and Abſurdity, have hi- 
| therto been able to attain 3 they have been able to reconcile 
the Extremes of Folly, and to endanger the publick Intereſt 
at the ſame Time by Inactivity and romantick Temerity. 
No Accuſation againſt the late Miniſtry was more gene- 
|; 'ral, more attrocious, or more adapted to incenſe the People, 
| | than that of neglecting the War againſt ain: This was the 
| Subject of all the Invectives which were vented againſt them 
| in the Parliament or diſpers'd among the People; for this they 
| were charged with a ſecret Confederacy againſt their Country, 
with Diſregard of its Commerce, and its Arms, and with a 
| Deſign to ruin the Nation for no other End than to puniſh the 
| | Merchants. | | : 1 
| | To this Accuſation, my Lords, diligently propagated, 
willingly received, and, to confeſs the Truth, confirmed by 
ſome Appearances, do thoſe owe their Power who now pre- 
fide over the Affairs of the Nation; and it might therefore 
have been hoped, that by their Promotion, one of our Grie- 
vances would have been taken away, and that at leaſt the 
| | War againſt Spain would have been vigorouſly proſecuted. 
114 * But this Miniſtry, my Lords, have only furniſhed a 
* new Inſtance of the Credulity of Mankind, of the Deluſion 
1 of outward Appearances, and of the Folly of hoping with 
too great Ardour for any Event, and of truſting any Man 
| with too great Confidence. No ſooner were they poſſeſs'd of 
the Power to which their Ambition had ſo long aſpired, and 
of the Salaries which had with ſo much Eagerneſs been co- 
veted by their Avarice, than they forgot the Complaints of 
the Merchants, the Value of Commerce, the Honour of the 
. Britiſh Flag, the Danger of our Weft Indian Territories, 
and the great Importance of the War with Spain, and con- 
tented themſelves with ordering Convoys for our Merchants, 
inſtead of deſtroying the Enemy by whom. they are moleſted. 
© The Fleets which are floating from one Coaſt to another 
in the Mediterranean, and which ſometimes ſtrike Terror into 
the harmleſs Inhabitants of an open Coaſt, or threaten, but 
only threaten, Deſtruction to an unfortified Town, I am ve- 
ry far from conſidering as Armaments fitted out againſt the 
Spaniards, who neither feel nor fear any great Injury from 
them; their Trade may be, indeed, ſomewhat impeded ; 
but that Inconvenience is amply compenſated by their De- 
predations upon our Merchants ; their Navies may be _— 
e 
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ed to their own Ports, or to thoſe of France, but theſe Na- An. 16. Geo. II. | 


vies are not very neceſſary to them; fince they are not ſuffi- 
ciently powerful to oppoſe us on the Ocean, and therefore 
they who are thus confined ſuffer leſs than thaſe who confine 
them. We have, indeed, the empty Pleaſure of ſeeing our- 
ſelves Lords of the Sea, and of ſhaking the Coaſts with Vol- 
lies of our Cannon; but we purchaſe the Triumph at a ve- 
ry high Price, and ſhall find ourſelves in time weakened by 
an uſeleſs Oſtentation of Superiority. | 
The only Parts of the Span; Dominions in which they 
can receive any Hurt from our Forces, are thoſe Countries 
which they poſſeſs in the Veſt Indies, and from which they 
receive tne Gold and Silver which inflame their Pride and in- 
cite them to inſult Nations more powerful than themſelves. 


By ſeizing any Part of thoſe wealthy Regions we ſhall top . 


the Fountain of their Treaſure, reduce them to immediate 
Penury, and compel them to ſolicite Peace upon any Condi- 
tions that we ſhall condeſcend to offer them. N 

The Neceſſity of invading theſe Countries, my Lords, 
was perfectly underſtood and very diſtinctly explained, when 
the Forces deſtin'd for that Expedition were delayed: And 
when the Attempt at Carthagena miſcarried, nothing was 
more pathetical than the Complaints of the Patriots, who 
ſpared no Labour to inform either the Parliament or the Na- 
tion of the Advantages which Succeſs would have procured. 


But what Meaſures have been taken to repair our Loſſes, or 


to regain our Honour, or what new Schemes have been form- 
_ making an Attack more forcible upon ſome weaker 
Part ? 

Every one can remember, that the Miſcarriage of that 
Enterprize was imputed not to its Difficulty, nor to the Cou- 
rage of the Spaniards, nor to the Strength of their Works, 
but to the Unſkilfulneſs of our Officers and the Impropriety 
of the Seaſon ; and it was therefore, without Doubt, thought 
not impoſſible to attack the Spaniſb Colonies with Succeſs ; 
but why then, my Lords, have they hitherto ſuffer'd the 
Spaniards to diſcipline their Troops and ſtrengthen their 
Works at leiſure, that at length they may ſecurely ſet us at 
Defiance, and plunder our Merchants without Fear of Ven- 
geance ? | | 

Thus, my Lords, has our real Intereſt been neglected in 
Purſuit not of any other Scheme of equal Advantage, but of 
the empty Title of the Arbiters of Exrope ; we have ſuffer'd 
our Trade to be deſtroy'd and our.Country impoveriſh'd for 
the Sake of holding the Balance of Power, that variable 
Balance in which Folly and Ambition are perpetually chang- 


ing 
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could yet preſerve ſteady for a ſingle Vear. | | 
ln the Proſecution of this idle Scheme we are about to 


violate all the Maxims of Wiſdom, and perhaps of Juſtice ; 


we are about to deſtroy the End by the Means which we 


make uſe of to promote it, to endanger our Country more 
by attempting to hinder the Changes which are projected in 
Europe, than their Accompliſhment will endanger it ; and to 
deliver up ourſelves to France before ſhe makes any De- 
mand of Submiſſion from us. 0 | 
If any Excuſe could be made for Expeditions fo likely 
to end in Ruin, it muſt be, that Juſtice required them; 
and that if we ſuffer, we at leaſt ſuffer in ſupport of Right, 
and in an honeſt Endeavour to promote the Execution of the 
great Laws of moral Equity ; that if we fail of Succeſs we 


mall always have the Conſolation of having meant well, and 


of having deſerved thoſe Victories which we could not gain. 
But, upon an Impartial Survey of the Cauſe in which 
we are going to engage, and on which we are about to ha- 
zard our own Happineſs, and that of our Poſterity, I can 
diſcover no ſuch apparent Juſtice on the fide of the Queen 
of Hungary, as ought to incite diſtant Nations to eſpouſe her 
Quarrel, to raiſe Armies in her Favour, to conſider her 
Cauſe as that of human Nature, and to proſecute thoſe that 
invade her Territories as the Enemies of general Society. 


© The Pragmatick Sanction, my Lords, by which ſhe 


claims all the hereditary Dominions of her Family, cannot 
change the Nature of Right and Wrong, nor invalidate any 
Claim before ſubſiſting, unleſs by the Conſent of the Prince 


by whom it was made. The Elector of Bavaria may, 


therefore, urge in his own Defence, that by the elder Siſter 
he has a clear and indiſputable Right, a Right from which 
he never receded, as he never concurred in the Pragmatick 
Sanction; he may, therefore, charge this illuſtrious Prin- 
ceſs, for whom ſo many Troops are raiſed, and for whom 


ſo much Blood is about to be ſhed, with Uſurpation, with 


detaining of the Dominions of other Potentates, and with 


an obſtinate Aſſertion of a falſe Title. "= 
That the Pragmatick Sanction is generally underſtood 


to be unjuſt, appears ſufficiently from the Conduct of thoſe 
Powers who, tho' engaged by ſolemn Stipulations to ſupport. 


it, yet look unconcerned on the Violation of it, and appear 
convinced, that the Princes who are now dividing among 
themſelves the Au/{rian Dominions, produce Claims which 


cannot be oppoſed without a manifeſt Diſregard of Juſtice. . 
The Pretenſions of theſe Princes ought, indeed, to have 


been 
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been more attentively conſidered, when this Guaranty was An. —_— 3 


firſt demanded ; for it is evident, that either no ſuch Com- 


pat ought to have been made, or that it ought now to be 


obſerved ; and that thoſe who now juſtify the Neglect of it, 
by urging its Injuſtice, ought to have refuſed Acceſſion to it 
for the ſame Reaſon. But it is probable, that they will 
urge in their Defence, what cannot eaſily be confuted, that 
their Conſent was obtained by Miſrepreſentations, and that 
be who has promiſed to do any thing on the Suppoſition 


that it is right, is not bound by that Promiſe, when he 


has diſcovered it to be wrong. | 
But though Juſtice may, my Lords, be pretended, I 
am far from doubting, that Policy has in Reality ſupplied 
the Motives, upon which theſe Powers proceed. Since the 
World is evidently governed more by Intereſt than Virtue, 
I think it not unreaſonable to imagine, that they form their 
Meaſures according to their own Expectations of Advantage; 
and as I do not believe our Countrymen diſtinguiſhed from 
the reſt of Mankind by any peculiar Diſregard of themſelves, 
it may not be improper to examine, even in this Place, 
whether, by reſtoring the Houſe of Auſtria to its ancient 
Greatneſs, we ſhall promote our own Happineſs or that of 
the Empire, or of the Reſt of Europe. | 3 
To ourſelves, my Lords, I do not ſee what Aſſiſtance 
can be given in Time of Danger by this Houſe, however 
powerful, or however friendly ; for I ſappoſe, we ſhall ne- 
ver ſuffer it to grow powerful by Sea as well as by Land, 
and by Sea only can we receive Benefits or Injuries. | 
What Advantages the Reſt of Europe may promiſe them- 
ſclves from the Reſtoration of the Auſtrian Power, may be 
learned, my Lords, from the Hiſtory of the great Emperor 
Charles the fifth, who for many Years kept the World in 
continual Alarms, ranged from Nation to Nation with in- 
ceſſant and inſatiable Ambition, made War only for the Ex- 
tinction of the Proteſtant Religion, and employed his Pow- 


er and his Abilities in harrgſſing the Neighbouring Princes, | 


and diſturbing the Tranquility of Mankind. 

Nor did his Succeſſors, my Lords, though weakened by 
the Diviſion of his Dominions, enjoy their Power with greater 
Moderation or exert it to better Purpoſes. It is well known, 
that they endeavoured the Subverſion of both the Liberties 
and Religion of the ſubordinate States of the Empire, and that 
the great King of Sueden was called into Germany, as well 


for the Preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion as of the Rights 


of the Electors. | 
This, my Lords, is ſo generally known and confeſſed, that 
| Puffen- 
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declared it diſadvantageous to the Empire to place at its Head 
a Prince too powerful by his hereditary Dominions; | fince 
they will always furniſh him with Force to oppreſs the weaker 
Princes ; and it is not often found, that he who has the Power 
to oppreſs is reſtrained by Principles of Juſtice. Es 

« It appears, therefore, to me, my Lords, that the late 
Election of an Emperor was made with ſufficient Regard to 
the general Good, and that, therefore, neither Policy nor 
Equity oblige us to act in a Manner different from the other 
Powers who are joined in the ſame Engagements, of whom 
I do not learn by any of the common Channels of Intelli. 
gence, that any of them intend the Support of the Prag. 
matick Sanction. For no News- paper or Pamphlet has yet 
informed us, that any of the other Powers are hiring Auxili- 
aries, or regulating the March of their Troops, or making 
any uncommon Preparations, which may foretoken an Ex- 
pedition againſt the Emperor or his Allies. 

Vet, my Lords, they are not reſtrained from attacking 
the Emperor by ſo ſtrong Objections as may be made to the 
preſent Deſign ; for they owe him no Obedience as their So- 
vereign, nor have-contributed to the Acquiſition of his Ho- 
nours ; they have not like his Majeſty given their Votes for 
his Exaltation to the Imperial State, nor have acknowledged 
his Right by granting him an Aid. They might, there- 
fore, without Charge of Diſloyalty or Inconſiſtency, endea- 
vour to dethrone him; but how his Majeſty can engage in 
any ſuch Deſign, after having zealouſly promoted his Ad- 
vancement, and confirmed his Election by the uſual Acknow- 
ledgment, I am not able to underſtand. | 

It is evident, that the King of Pru/ja believes him- 
ſelf reſtrained by his own Acts, and thinks it abſurd to fight 
againſt an Emperor who obtained the Throne by his Choice; 
he, therefore, has with his uſual Wiſdom refuſed to engage 
in the Confederacy, nor have either Promiſes or Conceſſions 
been able to obtain more from him than a bare Neutrality. 

Whether indeed any more than a Neutrality be intended, 
even by this pompous Armament, for which we are now re- 
quired to provide, I may be allowed to doubt; ſince the 
Troops that are hired at ſo high a Rate are ſuch, as cannot 
act againſt the Enemies of the Queen of Hungary, without 
Breach of the Imperial Conſtitutions. 5 

It has been already juſtly obſerved in this Debate, that 
when the Emperor has obtained from the Diet an Aid of 
fifty Months, that Act is conſidered as an authentick Recog- 
nition of his Title; nor can any of the German Princes, af - 

| terwards 
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terwards make War againſt him, without ſubjecting his Do- An. 16. Geo. II. 


minions to the Imperial Interdict, and loſing the Privileges 
of his Sovereignty. | ot 

That the preſent Emperor has already received this Ac- 
knowledgment, and been confeſſed by his Majeſty, as Elec- 
tor of Hanover, to be legally inveſted with the Imperial Dig- 
' nity, is well known; and, therefore, I cannot by any Me- 
thod of reaſoning diſcover, nor have yet found any Man able 
to inform me, why the Troops of Hanover are choſen before 
thoſe of any other Nation, for a Deſign which they cannot 
execute without ruining their Sovereign, if they fail ; and 
infringing the Conſtitution of the Empire, if they ſhould 
happen to ſucceed. 1 

I ſhould, therefore, have imagined, that the Aſſiſtance 
of the Queen of Hungary was only pretended, and that the 
Forces were only deſigned to breathe the Air of the Conti- 
nent, and to diſplay their Scarlet at the Expence of Great 
Britain, had not the noble Lord who ſpoke third in this De- 
bate informed us, that they will in reality march into Ger- 
nany; a Deſign, my Lords, ſo romantick, unſeaſonable, 
and dangerous, that though I cannot doubt it after ſuch 
Aſſurances, I ſhould not have believed it on any other ; a 
Deſign which I hope every Man who regards the Welfare 
of this Kingdom will indefatigably oppoſe, and which every 
Briton muſt wiſh that ſome lucky Accident may fruſtrate. 

To ſend an Army into Germany, my Lords, is to hazard 
our native Country without Neceſſity, without Temptation, 
without Proſpect or Poſſibility of Advantage; it is to engage 
in a Quarrel which has no Relation to our Dominions, or 
Rights, or Commerce; a Quarrel from which, however it 
be decided, we can neither hope for any Encreaſe of our 
Wealth, our Force, or our Influence; but which may in- 
volve us in a War without End, in which it will be difficult 
to obtain the Victory, and in which we muſt yet either con- 
quer or be undone. | 

* Surely, my Lords, an Expedition like this was never 
undertaken before, without conſulting the Parliament, and 
declaring the Motives on which it was deſigned : Surely ne- 
ver was any Supply of this Nature demanded, without ſome 
previous Diſcoveries to this Houſe of the Importance of the 
the Service for which they were required to provide. On 
this Occaſion, my Lords, all the Councils of the Govern- 
ment are covered by a Cloud of affected Secrecy ; nor is any 
Knowledge of our Affairs to be gained, but from Papers 
which are not to be regarded here, the printed Votes of the 
other Houſe. Te Es 
; I am 
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I am always, my Lords, inclined to ſuſpect unuſual 8e - 
crecy, and to imagine, that Men either conceal their Mea - 
ſures, becauſe they cannot defend them; or affect an Ap- 
pearance of concealing them, when in Reality they have 


yet projected nothing, and draw the Veil with uncommon 


Care, only leſt it ſhould be diſcovered that there is nothing 
behind it, as when Palaces are ſhown, thoſe Apartments 
which are empty, are care fully locked up. f 

To conſeſs my Opinion without Reſerve, I am not {g 
much inclined to believe, that our Miniſtry's Deſigns are fo 
bad as that they deſign nothing; and ſuſpe@ that this mighty 
Army ſo laviſhly paid, and collected from ſuch diſtant Parts, 


is to regulate its Motions by Accident, and to wait without 


Action, *cill ſome Change in the State of Europe ſhall make 
it more eaſy for our Miniſters to form their Scheme. | 
© T-hope, my Lords, that by ſome Accident more fayou- 
rable than we have at preſent Reaſon to expect, our Ger- 
man Expedition will be retarded, till our Miniſters ſhall 
awaken from their preſent Dream of delivering Zarope 
from the French Ambition, and of reſtoring the ancient 
Greatneſs of the Houſe of Auftria. I hope every Day, as it 
adds to their Experience, will diminiſh that Ardour which 
is generally the Effect of imperfet Views, which is com- 


monly raiſed by partial Conſiderations, and ends in inconſi- 


derable Undertakings. I hope they will in time-think it no 


Advantage to their Fellow - Subjects to be doomed to fight - 


the Battles of other Nations, and to be called out into every 
Field, where they ſhall happen to hear, that Blood is to be 


ſhed. I hope they will be taught that the only Buſineſs of | 


Great Britain is Commerce ; and that while our Ships paſs 


unmoleſted, we may fit at eaſe whatever be the Deſigns or 
Actions of the Potentates on the Continent, that none but 


Naval Power can endanger our Safety, and that it is not ne- 


ceſſary for us to enquire, how foreign Territories are diſtri 


buted, what Family approaches to its Extinction, or where 
a Succeſſor will be found to any other Crown than that. of 


Great-Britain. - 


If theſe Maxims were once generally underſtood, from how 


much Perplexity would our Counſels be ſet free? How ma- 
ny Thouſands of our Fellow · Subjects would be preſerved from 
Slaughter ? And how much would our Wealth be increaſed, 
by faving thoſe Sums which are yearly ſquandered in idle 
Expeditions, or in Negotiations equally uſeleſs, and perhaps 


equally expenſive ? Had theſe Principles been received by our 


Foreſathers, we might now have given Laws to the World, 
and perhaps our Poſterity will with equal Reaſon „ how 
| | | nappy⸗ 
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had not we attempted to-fix and tp hold the Balance of Power, 
and neglected the Intereſt of our Country for the Preſerva- 
tion of the Houſe of Auffria 

Thus, my Lords, I have endeavoured to explain. and 
inforce my Opinion of the Meaſures, in which our Miniſters 
have engaged the Nation 3 and hope, that I. ſhall not be ac- 
cuſed of being influenced in my Determinations by perſonal 
Prejudices, nor of I changed my Opinions. with 
to publi onſequence of any Change of the 
Perſons by whom —— are conducted. For if my Sentiments 
have ever been thought impartant enough to be retained in 
Memory, I can, with the utmoſt Confidence, ——— to all 
thoſe who can recollect what I have formerly ſaid, when the 
Re-eſtabliſhment of the Houſe of Auſtria was the Subje of 
our Conſultations ; and defy the molt rigorous and attentive 
Examiner of my Conduct, to prove, that there ever was a 
Time, in which I thought it. neceſſary; or expedient for the 
Britiſb Nation to be entangled in Diſputes on the. Continent, 
or to employ her Arms in regulatiog the Pretenſions al con- 
tending Powers. | 

I was always of Opinion, my Lords that Peace. is the 
moſt eligible State, and that the Eaſe of Security is to he pre- 
ferr'd to the Honour of Victory. I always thought Peace 
particularly neceſſary to a trading People; and as I have 
yet found no Reaſon to alter my Sentiments, and as Auxiliaries 
cannot be of any Uſe but in Time of War, I III 
to promote Peace by joining in the Motion. 


The Earl of Cholnondeley {poke to the following TY 
My Lords, © 


, Notwithſtanding the atrocious Charges which have been E. cholmondeley 


urged with ſo much Vehemence againſt the Miniſtry ; not- 
withſtanding the Folly and Abſurdity which ſome Lords have 
imagined themſelves to have di ed in the preſent Mea- 
lures, I cannot yet prevail upon myſelf, whatever may be 
my Veneration for their Integrity, or my Confidence in their 
— to approve the Motion for which they ſo mr 
conten : 

© To comply with this Motion, my 5 would be, in 
my Opinion, to betray the general Cauſe of Mankind, to 
interrupt the Succeſs of the Aſſerters of Liberty, and give up 
all the Continent. at once to the Houſe of Bourbon, to defeat 
all the Meaſures of our Anceſtors and ourſelves; and to invite 
the Oppreſſors of Mankind to extend their Claims of auiver- 
ſal Dominion to the Iſland of Great Britain. . 
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whoſe Stations condetan them to the Taſk of anſwe 


in ſplendid Declamations. I believe they hide what thi 
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Of the Meaſures which we are now to conſider I chiok 
the Defence at once obvious and unanſwerable; and ſhould 
adviſe, that inſtead of exerting an uſeleſs Sagacity in uncer- 
tain Conjectures on future Events, or diſplaying unſeaſonable 
Knowledge by the Citation of Authorities, or the RecolleQi- 
on of ancient FaQs, every Lord ſhould attentively compare 
the State into which Zarope was reduced ſoon after the 
Death of the late Emperor, with that in which it now ap- 
pears ; and inquire to what Cauſes ſuch ſudden and impor- 
tant Changes are to be aſcribed. He will then eaſily diſcover 
the Efficacy of the Britiſb Meaſures ; and be convinced, that 
nothing has been omitted which the Intereſt of this Nation 
required. 
When I hear it asked by the noble Lords, What Effect 
have been produced by our Armaments and Expences ? For 
what End Auxiliaries are hired, and why our Armies are 
tranſported into Flanders? I cannot but ſuſpect. my Lords, 
that this Affectation of Ignorance is only intended to irritate 
their Opponents ; that they ſuppreſs Facts with which they 
are well acquainted, only that they may have an Oppotranj- 
ty of giving Vent to their Paſſions, of diſplaying their Im J 
gination in artful Reproaches, and exerciſing their Eloquen 


know where to find, only to oblige others to the Labout 10 
producing it, and aslæ Queſtions, not becauſe they wan 4 
deſire Information, but becauſe they hope to weary th 


err 
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them. 

* The Effects, my Lords, which the Aſſiſtance given 
us to the Queen of Hungary, have already — 
the Recovery of one Kingdom, and the Safety of thi 
the Excluſion of the Spaniards from Italy on the ont "Pal ; 
and on the other the Confinement of them in it with 
ther the Supplies for War, or the Neceſſaries of Li 

* Theſe, my Lords, are ſurely great Advantage 
theſe are not the greateſt which we have Reaſon 
Our Vigour and Reſolution have at Jaſt animated ti 
to ſuſpend for a Time their Attention to Trade an 
and to conſider what they ſeldom much regard, thi & 
other Nations ; the moſt Rich and Powerful of that 
ces have already determined to concur in the Re-eſt | 
of the Houſe of Auftria 3 and if the Approbation Fo 
be neceſſary, it is likely to be obtained by the ſam 
of Proceeding. 

Thus, my Lords, we have a Proſpect of d 
which the Miniſters of Queen Anne, whoſe Fid 755 
dom, and Addreſs have been ſa often and ſo int 
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Proof of their Abilities. We may ſoon form another Con- 
federacy againſt the Houſe of Bourbon, at a Time when 
Lewis XIV. is not at its Head, at a Time when it is ex- 
hauſted by expenſive Projects; and when, therefore, it cans 
not make the ſame Reſiſtance as ran it was before at- 
tacked. 

| © By purſuing the Scheme which is Hs formed, with 
| Steadineſs and Ardour, we may perhaps re-inſtate all thoſe 
Nations in their Liberties, whom Cowardice, or Negligence, 
or Credulity have, during the laſt Century, delivered up to 


Limits, that ſwelling Monarchy, which has from Year 
to Year torn down the Boundaries of its Neighbours, and 
diſable it for Ages from giving any 'new Alarms to Man- 
kind, and from making any other Efforts for the Acquiſition 
of univerſal Dominion; we may re-eſtabliſh the Houſe of 
Auftria as the great Barrier of the World, by which it is 
preſerved on one Part from being laid waſte by the Barbarity 
of the Turks, and on the other from being enſlaved by po- 
liter Tyrants, and over-run by the Ambition of France. 
Elevated with ſuch Succeſs, and encouraged by ſuch 
|| Proſpets, we ought ſurely, my Lords, to preſs forward in 
a Path, where we have hitherto found no Difficulties, and 
: \ which leads directly to ſolid Peace and Happineſs,, which no 
| \Dangers or Terrors can hereafter interrupt: We ought in- 
L lead of relaxing to redouble our Efforts ; and to remember, 
t by exerting all our Strength and all our Influence for a 
t Time, we ſhall not only ſecure ourſelves and our Poſte- 
5 + the Inſolence and Oppreſſion, but ſhall eſtabliſh. the 
5 i, of the World, and promote the general Felieity 
ol che Human Species. 
For theſe great Parpoſas; my Lords, are thoſe Auxilia- 


* 5 ries retained, which ſome Lords now require to be diſmiſ- 
2 (ed, and thoſe Armies tranſported, which Part of the Na+ 
tion is by falſe Reports inclined to recall ; but I hope that 
- ſuch unreaſonable Demands will not be gratified, and that 
the Fa of Treaties, the Ties of Friendſhip, the Call of 
© Juſtice, 
| e, ix Lordſhips to deſpiſe the — of Prejudioey 
bz; Ind he Nutcries of Faction. 


e Earl of Bath® ſpoke to the following fit 
Mord,, 

am far from thinking, that my Advice or Opinion 
-.M K k 2 - caſt 


® 80 ereated in July; 1742, See before P. 208. 


and the Expectations of our Allies will eaſily prevail. 


commended, thought their greateſt Honour, and the eigen 40. 16. Geo, II 


1742. 


— 


the Ambition of France; we may confine within its ancient 


Earl of Bath. 
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An. 16, Geo. II. can be of any Uſe in this illuſtrious Aſſembly, I ſhould have 
1 liſtened in Silence to this D-. bate, important as it is, had 1 
not thought it my Duty, to defend here what I approved in 
the Council; and conſidered it as an Act of Cowardice and 
Meanneſs to fall paſſively down the Stream of Popularity, 
and to ſuffer my Reaſon and my Integrity ta be overborne 
by the Noiſe of vulgar Clamours, which have been raiſed 
againſt the Meaſures of the Government by the low Arts of 
Exaggeration, fallacious Reaſonings, and partial Repreſenta- 
tions. It is not without Concern, my Lords, that even in 
this Houſe I obſerve ſome Inclination to gratify the Preju- 
dices of the People, and to confirm them in their Contempt 
of the Foreign Troops, by the poor Artifice of contemptuous 
Language. To diſpute about Words is, indeed, ſeldom 
uſeful ; and when Queſtions ſo weighty as theſe are before 
us, may be juſtly cenſured as improper. I ſhall, therefore, 
only obſerve, that the Term Mercenaries, which is in the | 
Motion applied to the Forces of Hanover, ſeems deſigned 
rather to affect the Paſſions than influence the Reaſon, and 
intended only to expreſs a Partiality which cannot be juſti- 
But it is far more neceſſary, my Lords, to conſider 
upon what Motives the Troops of Hanover were hired, than | 
by what Denomination they may moſt properly be called; 
and, therefore, I ſhall endeavour to explain the - Reaſons 
which induced the Miniſtry to retain them, and which, ITup- 
Poſe, have prevailed upon the Commons to provide for their 
Support. | | 1 
le has been aſked, Why the Troops of Hanover were 
Preferred to thoſe of any other Nation? And it has been in- 
finuated, that our Determination was influenced by Motives 
very different from that Regard which every Briton owes to 
the Intereſt of his native Cauntry. But to this Imputation, 
however ſpecious and however popular, it may be with gat 
Security replied, that there was no Preference, becauſe there 
was no Choice; that there was a Neceflity for hiting 
Troops, and that no other Troops were to be obtained; 
| and whoever ſhall endeavour todnvalidate this Defence; mult: 
N engage in an Undertaking of which I can boldly affirm, that 
a he will find it very difficult. He muſt ſhow what Power 
| would have been able or willing to have furniſheſ s with 
Tebops on this Occaſton; and 1 am confident, tha WhOe vr 
fhall with this Deſign take a deliberate Survey of ths ſeveral 
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« The Reaſons, indeed, for which this Stipulation” was An. 16 Ces. II. 


made, appeared ſa ftrong, when it was conſidered in the 
Council, that it was unanimouſly determined neceſſary z nor 
was the Concluſion haſtily made in an Aſſembly of particular 


Perſons who might be ſuſpected of favouring it from private 


Views, and of being convened on Purpoſe to put it in Exe- 
cution : It was debated by a great Number with great So- 
lemnity 3 nor can any Man fay, that he only yielded to 
what he found it in vain to oppoſe ; for the Conſent given 
was not a tacit Acquieſcence but a verbal Approbation. So 
far was this Part of our Meaſures from being the Advice of 
any ſingle Man, or tranſacted with that ſolicitous Secrecy 
which is the uſual, Refuge of bad Deſigns. 

« It has been aſſerted likewiſe, my Lords, and with much 
greater Appearance of Juſtice, that this whole Deſign has 
been formed and conducted without the Concurrence or 
Approbation of the Parliament; and that therefore it can be 
conſidered only as a private Scheme to be executed at the 
publick Expence, as a Plan formed by the Miniſtry to ag- 
grandiſe or ingratiate themſelves at the Hazard of the Na- 
tion. 33 A ; + veds 

But even this, my Lords, is a Miſrepreſentation, though 
a Miſrepreſentation more artful, and more difficult to defeat; 
becauſe in order to the Juſtification of our Meaſures, it is 
neceſſary to take a Review of paſt Tranſactions, and to con- 
fider what was neceſſarily implied by former Determinations 
of the Parliament. 42 | C 

* The Period, my Lords, to which this Conſideration will 


neceſſarily carry us back, is the Time at which, after the 


late tedious War, a Peace was, on whatever "Terms, conclud- 
ed with France. It is well known, that the Confederates 
demanded among other Advantages a Ceſſion of that Part of 
Flanders, which had been for many Years in the Poſſeſſion of 
S}ain, and which opened a Way by which the Ambition of 
the Houſe of Bourbon might make Inroads at Pleaſure into 
the Dominions of either the Auſtrians or Dutch, This they 
were immediately intereſted in preventing; and as we knew 
the Neceſlity of preſerving the Equipoiſe of Power, we like- 
wiſe were remotely engaged to promote any Meaſures by 


which it might be ſecured. ' In this Demand therefore all 


the Confederate Powers naturally united, and by their united 
Influence inforced Compliance: But tho' it was eaſy, with 
no great Profundity of political Knowledge, to diſcover from 
whom theſe Provinces ſhould be taken away; yet to whom they 
ſhould be given, was a Queſtion of more Difficulty ; fince 
they might add to the Power that had Opportunities of im- 

| r | proving 
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An. 16. Geo, IT. proving them, ſuch an Increaſe of Commerce and Wealth, 


1742. 


as might defeat the End for which they were demanded, 
and deltroy the Balance of Power, by transferring too much 
Weignt into another Scale. And Mankind has learned, my 
Lords, by Experience, that exorbitant Power will always pro- 
duce exorbitant Pride ; that very few, when they can oppreſs 
with Security, will be contained within the Bounds of Equity 
by the Reſtraints of Morality or of Religion; and that 
therefore the only ſure Method of eſtabliſhing a laſting Peace 
is to divide Power ſo equally, that no Party may have any 
certain Proſpe& of Advantage by making War upon another. 

For this Reaſon, my Lords, it was apparently contrary 
to our Intereſt, to grant thoſe Provinces to thoſe to whom by 
their Situation they might have been moſt” uſeful. Such 
Countries, and ſuch Manufactures in the Hands of a People 
verſed perhaps beyond all others, both in the Science and the 
Stratagems of Trade, and always watchful to improve every 
Opportunity of increaſing their Riches, would have enabled 
them in a ſhort Time to purchaſe an Intereſt in the Councils 
of all the Monarchs of the World, to have maintained Fleets 
that might have covered the Ocean, and to have obtained 
that univerſal Dominion to which the French have ſo long 
aſpired, and which, it is perhaps more for the Intereſt of 
Mankind, that if Slavery cannot be prevented, they ſhould 
obtain, as they would perhaps uſe their Power with more 
Generoſity. - 1 . e ee 
The ſame Reaſon, my Lords, naturally made the Dutch 
unwilling to put theſe Provinces in the Hands of Great Bri- 
tain ; for we likewiſe make a Profeſſion of Trade, though 
we do not purſue it with the ſame Ardour, or, to confeſs the 
Truth, with the ſame Succeſs : It was not however to be 
imagined, that there would not be found among us ſome 


Men of Sagacity to diſcern, and of Induſtry to improve the 


Opportunities, which the new Dominions would have put into 
our Hands of vending our ManufaQtures in Parts, where at 
preſent they are very little known. Nor was this the only 
Danger to be feared from ſuch an Increaſe of Dominions : 
The Dutch have not yet forgotten, that though we at firſt 
reſcued them from Slavery, patroniſed the Infancy of their 
State, and continued our Guardianſhip, till it was grown up 
to Maturity, and enabled to ſupport itſelf by its own Strength, 


yet we afterwards made very vigorous Attempts to reduce it 


to its original Weaknefs, and to fink it into Pupillage again; 
that we attempted to invade the moſt eſſential Part of its 
Rights, and to preſcribe the Number of Ships that it ſhould 
maintain. They know likewiſe, my Lords, that by — 

natural 
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natural Rotation of human Affairs, the ſame Counſels may In An, 16. Geo. II. 


ſome future Reign be again purſued, or that ſome unavoid- 
able Conflict of Intereſt may produce a Conteit that can be 
decided only by the Sword; and then it may eaſily be per- 


ceived, how much they would be endangered by the Neigh- 
bourhood of Britiſb Garriſons, and of Countries, where 


we might maintain numerous Armies at a very ſmall Ex- 


pence: It is therefore no Subject of Wonder, that a Nation 


much leſs ſubtle than the Dutch ſhould find out how much it 
was their Intereft, that we ſhould be confined within the 
Limits of our own Iſland; and that we ſhould not have it in 
our Power to attack them with Armies as well as Fleets, 
and at once to obſtruct their Commerce and invade their 
Country. © 2 . 45 

«* There remained, therefore, my Lords, no Power but the 
Emperor to whom theſe Provinces could be configned ; and 


to him, therefore, they were given, but giyen only in Trult 


for the joint Advantage of the whole- Confederacy ; he in- 
deed enjoy'd their Revenues, on Condition that he ſhould ſup- 
port the Garriſons neceſſary to their Defence; but he cannot 
transfer them to any other Power, or alienate them to the 
Detriment of thoſe Nations who concurred in acquiring 


them. 45 | 


It may not be improper, - my Lords, to obſerve, that on 
this Contract depends the Juſtice of our Conduct with Regard 
to the Company eſtabliſhed at Oftend, for carrying on a Trade 
to the Eaſt Indies. Theſe Provinces were granted to the 
Confederate Powers, and conſigned to the Emperor to be 
enjoyed by him for the common Benefit : It was, therefore, 
plainly intended by this Contract, that he ſhould uſe none of 
the Advantages which theſe new Dominions afforded him, to 
the Detriment of thoſe Powers by whoſe| Gift he enjoyed 
them; nor could it be ſuppoſed, that the Dutch and Engliſb 


to enable the Emperor to rival them both. 

© The Towns, therefore, my Lords, were at this Time 
determined by the Parliament. to be the general Property of 
all the Confederate Powers, acquired by 4 united Arms, 
and to be preſerved for their common Advantage, as the 
Pledge of Peace, and the Palladium of Europe. If, there- 
fore, it ſhould at any Time happen, that they ſhould be 
endangered either by the Weakneſs or Negle& of any one 
of thoſe Powers, the reſt are to exert their Right, and en- 


debarred each other from thoſe cm bk. of Trade, only 


deavour their Preſervation and Security: Nor is there any 


new Stipulation or Law neceſlary for this; fince with Reſpect 
to the Confederates it is implied in the original Stipulation, 
= © 4" = and 
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An. 16. Geo. II. and with Regard to the Parliament of Great Britain, in the 
1742. Approbation which was beſtowed . that Rafe When 
it was made. 

« The Time, my Lords, in which this common Right is 
to be exerted is now arrived ; the Queen of Hungary invaded 
in her hereditary Dominians, and preſſed on every Side by a 
L Combination of almoſt all the ſurrounding Princes, 

declares. herſelf no longer able to ſupport the Garriſons of 
the Barrier; and informs us, that ſhe intends to recall her 
Troops for the Defence of their own Country, What then 
is more apparent, my Lords, than that either theſe Towns 
muſt fall again into. the Hands of the French, and that we 
ſhall be.obliged. to. recover them, if they can ever be recover- 
ed, at the Expence of another ten Years War ; or that either: 
we or the Dutch muſt ſend Troops to ſupply the Place of 
thoſe which the Neceſſities of their Sovereign oblige her to 
withdraw. 

That the Towns of Flanders ſhould be reſigned gratui. 

| toully to France, that the Enemies of Mankind ſhould be 
put in Poſſeſſion of the ſtrongeſt Bulwarks in the World, ſur - 
rounded by Fields and Paſtures able to maintain their 
riſons without Expence, will not be propoſed by an of this 
Houſe. But it may eaſily and naturally be objected, 
that the Dutch ought to garriſon theſe Towns as more near- 
ly intereſted in their Preſervation, and more commodiouſly / 
fituated for their Defence ; nor can it be, indeed, denied, 
that the Dutch may be juſtly cenſured for their Neglect, as 
they appear to leave the common Cauſe. to our Protection, 
and to prefer their Commerce and their Eaſe to their own 
Safety and the Happineſs of Europe. 

* This, my Lords, has been very warmly aſſerted in their 
own Aſſemblies, nor have there been wanting Men of Spirit 
and Integrity amongſt them who have deſpiſed the Gold and 
Promiſes, and detected the Artifices of France, who have 
endeavoured by all the Arts of Argument and Perſuaſion to 
rouſe their Countrymen to Remembrance of their former 
Danger, and to an Inquiry into their real Intereſt z who 

have adviſed the Levy of new Forces, and the Eſtabliſhment 
of a new Confederacy ; who have called upon the State to 
face Danger while it is yet diſtant, and to ſecure their own 
Country by pouring their Garriſons into the Towns and 
Citadels by which their Frontiers are protected. 

* If their Arguments, however juſt, have not yet attained 
their End, it is to be imputed to their Conſtitution embarraſſed 
by the Combination of different Intereſts, which muſt be 

_ reconciled, before any Reſolution can * formed 3 a To, 
owns 
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Town, my Lords, can, by refuſing its Conſent, put-a Stand An. 16. Geo. HA. 


to the molt neceſſary Deſigns, and it is eaſily to be imagined, _ 


that by a Monarch equally crafty and rich, a ſingle Town 


may ſometimes be bribed into Meaſures contrary to the pub- 


lick Intereſt. . | | £43. 34 A0 

But, my Lords, the Negligence of the Dutch is a Mo- 
tive which ought to incite us to Vigour and Diſpatch ; ſince 
it is not for the Sake of the Duteb but ourſelves, that we de- 
fire the Suppreſſion of France. If the Dutch are at length 
convinced of the Eaſe of Slavery, and think Liberty no 
longer worth the Labour of preſerving it, if they are tired 
with the Taſk of labouring for the MHappineſs of others, and 


have forſaken the Stand on which they were placed, as the 
general Watch of the World, to indulge themſelves in Tran- 


quility and Slumber, — let not us, my Lords, give way to 
the ſame Infatuation, — let not us look with Neglect on the 
Deluge that rolls towards us till it has advanced too far to be 
reſiſted. Let us remember, that we are to owe our Preſer- 
vation only to ourſelves, and redouble our Efforts in Pro- 

portion as others neglect their Duty. Let us ſhow Man- 
kind, that we are neither afraid to ſtand up alone in De- 
fence of Juſtice and of Freedom, nor unable to maintain the 
Cauſe that we have undertaken to aſſert. - $15 3 


Fut if it ſhould be thought by any of this noble Aſſembly, 7 


that the Concurrence of the Durch is abſolutely neceſſary to a 
Proſpect of Sueceſs, it may be reaſonably anſwered, that by 
engaging in Meaſures which can leave no doubt of either our 


Power or our Sincerity, the Concurrence of the Dutch is 
molt likely to be obtained. By this Method of Proceeding, 


my Lords, was formed the laſt mighty Confederacy by which - 


the Houſe of Bourbon was almoſt ſhaken into Ruins. The 
Dutch then, as now, were ſlow in their Determinations, and 
perhaps equally diffident of their on Strength and our Firm- 
neſs ; nor did they agree to declare War againſt Frazce, till 
we had tranſported ten thouſand Men into Flanders, and 
convinced them, that we were not inviting them to a mock \, 


Alliance, but that we really intended the Reduction of that 


Nation which had ſo long extended itſeif without Interrupti- - 
on, and threatened in a ſhort Time to ſwallow up all the 


Weſtern Nations. | 


Thus, my Lords, it appears, that the Meaſures which 
have been purſued are juſt, politick and legal; that they have | 
been preſcribed by the Determinatious of former Parliaments, 
and therefore cannot be cenſured as Arbitrary.; and that they 
have a Tendency to the Preſervation of thoſe Territories 
which it was once thought ſo much Honour to acquire: And 
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An. x6. Geo. II. it may be yet farther urged, that tho? they are to be — 


dered only as the firſt Tendencies to ſecure greater Deſi 
they have already produced Effects apparently to the Aliran 
tage of the common Cauſe, and have obliged the French ta 
defiſt from their Purſuit of the Queen of Hungary, and rather 
to- inquire how they ſhall return home than how n thall 
proceed to farther Conqueſts. 

In Condemnation of theſe Meaſures, my Lords, it his 
indeed been urged, that a moderate Conduct is always eli · 
gible; and that nothing but Ruin and Confuſion can be ex- 
pected from Precipitation and Temerity. Moderation, my 
Lords, is a very captivating Sound; but, I hope, it will 
have now no Influence on this Aſſembly, becauſe on this 
Occaſion it cannot properly be employed. I have always been 
taught, that Moderation is only uſeful in forming Determi- 
nations or Deſigns, but that when once Conviction is attains: 
ed, Zeal is to take Place; and when a Deſign is F it 
ought to be executed with Vigour. _ 

The Queſtion is not now, my Lords, whether we ſhall. 
ſupport the Queen of Hungary, but in what manner ſhe ſhall. 
be ſupported ; and therefore it cannot be doubted, but that 
ſuch Support ſhould be granted her as may be effectual: And 
I believe it will not be thought that we can aſſiſt her, with 
out exerting an uncommon Degree of Vigour, and ſhowing, 
that we conſider ourſelves as engaged in a Cauſe which can- 
not be abandoned without Diſgrace and Ruin. 

If the noble Lord had, before he entered upon his En- 
comium on Moderation, conſidered what Effects could be 
promiſed from his favourite Virtue, he would have had na 

Inclination to diſplay bis Eloquence upon it. By Moderati - 
on, my Lords, uninterrupted Moderation of more than 
twenty Years, have we become the Scorn of Mankind, and 
expoſed ourſelves to the Inſults of almoſt every Nation in 
the World. By Moderation have we betrayed our Allies 
and ſuffered our Friendſhip to loſe all its Value. By Modera- / 
tion have we given up Commerce to the Rapacity of an- 
Enemy, formidable only for his Perſeverance, and | ſuffered / 
our Merchants to be ruined, and our Sailors to be enſlaved; 
By Moderation have we permitted the French to graſp again 
at general Dominion, to over-run Germany with their Armies, 
and to endanger again the Liberties of Mankind; and by 
continuing for a very few Years the ſame laudable Modera- / 
tion, we ſhall probably encourage them to ſhut up our Ships 
in. our Harbours, and demand a Tribute for the Uſe of the. 
Channel. 

I need not cbforrs to your Lordſhips, that all the u 
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Actions that have in all Ages been atchieved' have been the An; 16. Geo. II. 
Effects of Reſolution, Diligence, and daring Activity, Vir- 171. 
tues wholly 1 to the Calmneſs of Moderation. I need 

tha 


not obſerve, that the Advantages enjoyed at preſent by the 
French are the Conſequences of that Vigour and Expedition, 
by which they are diſtinguiſhed, and which the Form of 
their Government enables them to exert. Had they, my 


Lords, inſtead of pouring Armies into the Auffrian Domi- 


nions, and procuring by the Terror of ftheir Troops the E- 
lection of an Emperor, purſued theſe Meaſures of Moderation 
which have been ſo pathetically recommended, how eaſily 
had their Deſigns been defeated ? Had they loſt Time in 
perſuading the Queen of Hungary by a ſolemn Embaſſy to 
reſign her Dominions,' or attempted to influence the Diet by 
amicable Negociations, Armies had been levied, and the 
Paſſes of Germany had been ſhut againſt them ; they had 
been oppoſed on the Frontiers of their own Dominions by 
Troops equally numerous and warlike with their own, and 
inſtead of impoſing a Sovereign on the Empire, had been 
perhaps purſued into their own Country. 9 5 | 


© But, my Lords, whether Moderation was not recom- - 
mended to them by ſuch powerful Oratory as your Lordſhips.' 
have heard, or whether its Advocates met with an Audience 


not eaſily to be convinced, it is plain that they ſeem to have 


ated upon very different Principles, and I wiſh their Policy 
had not been ſo ſtrongly juſtified by its Succeſs. By ſending © 
an Army into Germany, my Lords, when there were no 


Forces ready to oppoſe them, they reduced all the petty 


Princes to immediate Submiſſion, and obliged thoſe to wel- 
come them as Friends, who would gladly have united againſt | 


them as the inveterate Enemies of the whole Germanic Body; 
and who, had they been firmly joined by their Neighbours 


under a general Senſe of their common Danger, would have 


eaſily raiſed an Army able to have repelled them. 
* This, my Lords, was the Effect of Vigour, an Effect 


very different from that which we had an Opportunity of ex- 


periencing as the Conſequence of Moderation; it was to no 


Purpoſe that we endeavoured to alarm Mankind, by Re- 
monſtrances, and to procure Aſſiſtance by Intreaties and 


Solicitations ; the univerſal Panic was not to be removed by 


Advice and Exhortations, and the Queen of Hungary muſt 


have ſunk under the Weight of a general Combination a- 


gainſt her, had we not at laſt riſen up in her Defence, and 


with our Swords in our Hands, ſet 'an Example to the Nati- 
ons of Europe, of Courage and Generoſity. 
* It then quickly appeared, my Lords, how little is to 


: 
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An; 16. Geo, 11; be expected from cold Perſuaſion, and how neceſfary it is, that 
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he who would engage others in a Taſk of Difficulty ſhould ſhow 
himſelf willing to partake of the Labour which he recom- 
mends. No ſooner had we declared our Reſolution to full 
our Stipulations, and ordered our Troops to march for the 
Belief of the Queen of Hungary, than other Princes diſcover. 
ed that they had the ſame Diſpoſitions, though they; had 
hitherto thought | it prudent to conceal them; that they 
equally with ourſelves hated and feared the French, that they 
were deſirous to repreſs their Inſolence and oppoſe their Con- 
queſts, and only waited for the Motions of ſome Power who 
might ſtand at the Head of the Confederacy, and lead them 
forwards againſt the common Ene. 
The liberal Promiſes of Dominion made by the French, 
by which the Sovereigns of Germany had been tempted to 
concur in a Deſign which they thought themſelves unable to 
oppoſe, were now no longer regarded; they were conſidered 
only as the Boaſts of imaginary Greatneſs, which would at laſt 
vaniſh into Air; and as every one of them knew, that the 
ultimate Deſign of France, was to oppreſs equally her Enemies 
and Friends, they wiſely deſpiſed. her Offers, and either 
deſiſted from the Deſigns to which they had been incited by. 
her, or declared themſelves ready to unite againſt her. 
This, my Lords, has been the Conſequence of aſſembling 
the Army, which by the Motion now under our Couſiderati - 
on ſome of your Lordſhips ſeem deſirous to diſband, an Incli- 
nation of which I cannot diſcover from whence it can-ariſe, 
For what, my Lords, muſt be the Conſequence, if this Mo- 
tion ſhould be complied with? What but the total Deſtruction 
of the whole Syſtem of Power, which has been ſo laborioufly 
formed and ſo ſtrongly compacted? What but the immediate 
Ruin of the Houſe of Auſtria, by which the French Ambi- 
tion has been ſo long reſtrained ? What but the Subverſion 
of the Liberties of Germany, and the Erection of an univer- 
ſal Empire, to which all the Nations of the Earth muſt be- 
come V aflals ? 1 Toh 5 1 
Should the Auxiliary Troops be diſbanded, the Queen 
of Hungary would find what Benefit ſhe bas received from 
them, by the Calamities which the Loſs of them would im- 
mediately bring upon her. All the Claims of all the neigh- 
bouring Princes, who are now awed into Peace and Silence, 
would be revived, and every one would again believe, that 
nothing was to be hoped or feared but from France. The 
French would again ruſh forward to new Invaſions and ſpread 
Deſolation over other Countries, and the Houſe of Auftria. 
would be more weakened than by the Loſs of many Battles 
it its preſent State. 8 : 
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The Support of the Houſe of Auſtria ap 
deed, much to engage the Attention of tho 


y whom this 
equally an Enemy. both to Liberty and to true Religion : And 
a very celebrated Author“ has been quoted to prove, that it 
is the Intereſt of the Germans themſelves to ſee a Prince at 
their Head, whoſe hereditary Dominions may not incite. him 
to exert the Imperial Power to the Diſadvantage of the inferior 
Sovereigns. id 37 ed 
In order to the Conſideration of theſe Objections, it is 
neceſſary to obſerve, my Lords, that national Alliances are 
not like Leagues of Friendſhip, the Conſequences of an A- 
greement of Diſpoſition, Opinions, and Affections, but like 


Aſſociations of Commerce formed and. continued by no 


Similitude of any thing but Intereſt, It is not therefore ne- 
ceſſary to enquire what the Houſe of Auſtria has deſerved 
from us or from Mankind; becauſe Intereſt, not Gratitude, 
engages us to ſupport it. It is uſeleſs to urge, that it is equally 
Faithleſs and Cruel with the Houſe of Bourbon, becauſe the 
Queſtion is not, whether both ſhall be deſtroyed, but whether 
one ſhould rage without Controul. It is ſufficient for us that 
their Intereſt is oppoſite, and that Religion and Liberty may 
be preſerved by their mutual Jealouſy. And I confeſs, my 
Lords, that were the Auſtrians about to attain unlimited 


Power by the Conqueſt or Inheritance of France and Spain, it 


would be no leſs proper to form Confederacies againſt them. 
© The Teftimony which has been produced of the Con- 

venience of a weak Emperor, is to be conſidered, my Lords, 

as the Opinion of an Author whoſe Birth and Employmenc 


had tainted him with an inveterate Hatred of the Houſe of - 


Auſtria, and filled his Imagination with an habitual Dread 
of the Imperial Power. He was born, my Lords, in Swe- 
den, a Country. which had ſuffered much by a long War 
againſt the Emperor, he was a Miniſter to the Electors of 
Brandenburgh, + who naturally looked with Envy on the Su- 
periority of Auſtria, and could not but wiſh to ſee a weaker 
Prince upon the Imperial Throne, that their own Influence 
might be greater; nor can we wonder, that a Man thus born 
and thus ſupported ſhould adopt an Opinion, by which the 
Pride of his Maſter would be flattered, and perhaps the 
Intereſt of his own Country promoted. 21 
It is likewiſe, my Lords, to be remarked, that there 
was then no ſuch Neceſſity for a powerful Prince to itand at 
the Head of the Germans, and to defend them with his own 
Forces till they could unite for their own Preſervation. The 
| | . | - Power 
Baron Pufendorf, + Now King of Pruſſia, 


. 
Motion is ſupported. It has been repreſented as a Houſe 
equally Ambitious and Perfidious with that of Bourbon, and 


Th 
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An. 16. Geo, II. Power of France had not then arrived at its preſent Height, 


nor had their Monarchs openly threatened to enſlave all the 


. Nations of Europe. The Princes of the Empire had then no 


Oppreſſion to fear, but from the Emperor; and it was no 
Wonder, that when he was their only Enemy, they wiſhed 
that his Power was reduced. 5 

How much the State of the Continent is now changed, 
is not neceſſary to mention, nor what Alteration that Change 
Has introduced into the Politicks of all Nations ; thoſe who 
formerly dreaded to be overwhelmed by the Imperial Great- 


neſs can now only hope to be ſecured by it from the Torrent 


of the Power of France ; and even thoſe Nations who have 
formerly endeavoured the Deſtruction of the Houſe of Av: 
firia, may now rejoice, that they are ſheltered by its Inter- 
Poſition from 'Tyrants more active and more oppreſlive. 
But, my Lords, though it ſhould be granted, that the 
Houſe of Auſtria ought not to be ſupported, it will not, in 
my Opinion, follow, that this Motion deſerves our Approba- 
tion ; becauſe it will reduce us to a State of Imbecility, and 
condemn us to ſtand as paſſive Spectators of the Diſturbances 
of the World, without Power and without Influence, ready 
to admit the Tyrant to whom Chance ſhall allot us, and re- 
ceive thoſe Laws which the prevailing Power ſhall vouchſafe 
to tranſmit. 
Whether we ought to ſupport the Houſe of Auſtria, to 
prevent its utter Subverſion, or reſtore it to its former Great- 
neſs, whatever may be my private Opinion, I think it not 


on this Occaſion neceſſary to aſſert ; it is ſufficient to induce -. 


us to reject this Motion, that we ought to be at leaft in a 
Condition that may enable us to improve thoſe Opportunities 
that may be offered, and to hinder the Execution of any De- 
fign that may threaten immediate Danger to our Commerce 
or our Liberty. | 
Another popular Topick, my Lords, which has been 
echoed on the preſent Occaſion is the Happineſs of Peace, 
and the Bleſſing of uninterrupted Commerce and undiſturbed 
Security. We are perpetually told of the Hazards of War, 
whatever may be the Superiority of our Skill or Courage, of 
the Certainty of the Expences, the Bloodſhed, and the Hard- 
ſhips, and Doubtfulneſs of the Advantages which we may 
hope from them; and it is daily urged with great Vehe- 
mence, that Peace upon the hardeſt Conditions is preferable 
to the Honour of Conqueſts, and the Feſtivity of Triumphs. 
* Theſe Maxims, my Lords, which are generally true in 
the Senſe which their Authors intended, may be very pro- 
perly urged againſt the wild Deſigns of Ambition, and the 
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romantick Undertakings of wanton Greatneſs ; but have 'no 
Place in the preſent Inquiry which relates to a War not made 
by Caprice but forced upon us by Neceſlity ; -a War to 
which all the Encomiums on Peace muſt in reality incite, 
becauſe Peace alone is the End intended to be obtained by it. 

Of the Neceſſity of Peace to a trading Nation it is not 
poſſible, my Lords, to be ignorant; and therefore no Man 
can be imagined to propoſe a State of War as eligible in it- 
ſelf. War, my Lords, is in my Opinion only to be choſen, 
when Peace can be no longer enjoyed, and to be continued 
only till a Peace ſecure and equitable can be attained. In the 
preſent State of the World, my Lords, we fight not for 
Laurels, nor Conqueſts, but for Exiſtence. Should the 
Arms of France prevail, and prevail they muſt unleſs we 
oppoſe them, the Britons may in a ſhort Time be no longer 
a Nation, our Liberties will be taken away, our Conſtitution 
deſtroyed, our Religion perſecuted, and perhaps our Name 
aboliſh'd: 8 

For the Prevention of Calamities like theſe, not for the 
Preſervation of the Houſe of Auſtria, it is neceſſary, my 
Lords, to collect an Army; for by an Army only can our 
Liberties be preſerved, and ſuch a Peace obtained, as may 
be enjoyed without the Imputation of Supineneſs and Stupi- 
City. 5 | 

Of this the other Houſe appears to be Tufficiently con- 
vinced, and has therefore granted 'Money for the Support of 
the Auxiliary Troops, nor do I doubt but your Lordſhips 
will concur with them, when you ſhall fully conſider the 
Motives upon which they may be ſuppoſed to have proceeded, 
and reflect, that by diſmiſſing theſe Troops, we ſhall ſacri- 
fice to the Ambition of France, the Houſe of Auſtria, the 
Liberties of Europe, our own Happineſs, and that of our 
Poſterity; and that by reſolving to exert our Force for a 
ſhort Time, we may place the Happineſs of Mankind be- 
yond the Reach of Attacks and Violation. | 


An. 16. Geo, If 
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Then the Earl of Che/erfield ſiood up and ſpoke as follows : 5, cqcqergiaa, 


My Lords, | 

© The Conſiderations which were laid before you by the 
noble Lords who made and ſeconded the Motion, are ſo im- 
portant in themſelves, and have been urged with ſo much 
Force and Judgment, that I ſhall not endeavour to add any 
new Arguments ; fince where thoſe. fail which have been al- 
ready offer'd, it is not likely that any will be effeQual : But 
I ſhall endeavour to preſerve them in their full Force by re- 
moving the Objections which have been made to them. aha 


\ 
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74. 


Reverence due to the Parliament, to the Great | Council of 
the Nation, which ought always to be conſulted, when an 
important Deſign is formed, or any new Meaſures . 
eſpecially if they are ſuch as cannot be defeated by being 
made publick, and ſuch as an uncommon Degree of Expence 
is neceflary to ſupport.. - 1 9 0 

© Theſe Principles, my Lords, which I ſuppoſe no Man 
will conteſt, have been ſo little regarded. by — Miniſtry on 
the preſent Occaſion, that they ſeem to have endeavoured to 
diſcover by a bold Experiment, to what Degree of Servility 
Parliaments may be reduced, and what Inſults they will be 
taught to bear without Reſentment ; for they have, without 
the leaſt previous Hint of their Deſign, made a Contract for 
a very numerous Body of Mercenaries, nor did they conde- 
ſcend to inform the Parliament, till they ask'd for Money to 


pay for them. 


To execute Meaſures firſt and then to require the A pro- 


bation of the Parliament, inſtead of the Advice, is ſurely 
ſuch a Degree of Contempt as has not often been ſhown in 
the moſt arbitrary Reigns, and ſueh as would once have pro- 
voked ſuch Indignation in the other Houſe, that there 
would have been no Need in this of a Motion like the preſent. 

But, my Lords, in Proportion as the other Houſe ſeems 
inclined to pay an implicite Submiſſion to the Dictates of the 
Miniſtry, it is our Duty to increaſe our Vigilance, and to 
convince our Fellow. Subjects, by a ſteady Oppoſition to all 
Encroachments, that we are not, as we have been ſometimes 


ſtiled, an uſeleſs Aſſembly, but the laſt Reſort of Liberty, 


and the chief Support of the Conſtitution. | 
The preſent Deſign of thoſe, who have thus dared to 
trample upon our Privileges, appears to be nothing leſs than 
that of reducing the Parliaments of Great Britain to the ſame 
abje& Slavery with thoſe of France; to ſhow the People that 
we are to be conſidered only as their Agents to raiſe the Sup- 
Plies which they ſhall be pleaſed, under whatever Pretences, 
to demand, and to regiſter ſuch Determinations as they ſhall 
condeſcend to lay before us. N 
This Invaſion of our Rights, my Lords, is too flagrant 
to be borne, tho' the Meaſures which we are thus tyranni- 
cally requir'd to ſupport, were really conducive in themſelves 
to the Intereſt of Great Britain: This indeed might reaſon- 
ably have been expected, for what Head can be imagined ſo 
u formed ſor Politicks as not to know, that the firſt Acts of 
arbitrary Power ought to be in themſelves popular, that the 


Advantage of the Effect may be a Balance to the Means by | 


which it 15 produced. 
4 But 
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But theſe wonderful Politicians, my Lords, have heap- An. 16. Geo. II. 


ed one Blunder upon another, they have diſguſted the Nation 
both by the Means and the End ; and have inſulted the Par- 
liament with no other View than that of plundering the Pea- 
ple; They have ventured without the Conſent of the Parlia« 
ment to purſue Meaſures, of which it is obvious, that they 
were only kept ſecret, becauſe they eaſily foreſaw, that they 
would not be approved. 7 

For that the Hire of Mercenaries from Hanover, my 
Lords, would have been rejected with general Indignation, 
that the Propoſal would have produced Hiſſes rather than 
Cenſures ; and that the Arguments which have been hither- 
to uſed to ſupport it, would, if perſonal Regards did not 
make them of ſome Importance, produce Laughter oftener 
than Replies, cannot ſurely be doubted. 

It has been ſaid in Vindication of this wiſe Scheme, 
that no other Troops could be obtained but thoſe of Hanover; 
an Aſſertion which, I hope, I may be allow'd to examine, 
becauſe it is yet a bare Aſſertion without Argument, and 
againſt Probability; ſince it is generally known, how wil- 
lingly the Princes of Germany have on all former Occaſions 
ſent out their Subjects to Deſtruction, that they might fill 
their Coffers with their Pay; nor do I doubt but that there 
is now in the ſame Country the uſual Super- abundance of 
Men, and the uſual Scarcity of Money. I make no Queſti- 
on, my Lords, that many a German Prince would gladly fur- 
niſh us with Men as a very cheap Commodity, and think 


himſelf ſufficiently rewarded by a ſmall Subſidy. There 


could be no Objection to theſe Troops from the Conſtitution 
of the Empire, which is not of equal Force againſt the Forces 
of Hanower 3 nor do I know why they ſhould not rather 
have been employ'd, if they could have been obtained at a 
cheaper Price. | 5 

* 'The Abſurdity of paying Levy-Money for Troops regu- 
larly kept up, and of hiring them at a higher Rate than was 
ever paid for Auxiliaries before, has been ſo ſtrongly urged 
and ſo fully explained, that no Reply has been attempted by 
thoſe who have hitherto oppoſed the Motion, having rather 
endeavoured to divert our Attention to Foreign Conſiderati- 


ons than to vindicate this Part of the Contract, which is in- 
deed too ſhameful to be palliated, and too groſs to be over- | 


looked. 


* It is however proper to repeat, my Lords, that tho ie 


cannot be confuted, it may be forgotten in the Multitude of 
other Obje&s, that this Nation, after having exalted the 
Clector of Hanover, from a State ” Obſcurity, to the abate” 

my { * 


Vor. VIII, Part 2. 
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An. 16. Geo. II. is condemned to hire the Troops of Hanover to fight their 


own Cauſe, to hire them at a Rate which was never demand- 
ed for them before, and to pay Levy-Money for them, though 
it is known to all Europe, that they were not raiſed on this 
Occaſion. ' | | x 

Nor is this the only Hardſhip or Folly of this Contract; 
for we are to pay them a Month before they march into our 
Service, we are to pay thoſe for doing nothing, of whom it 
might have been, without any unreaſonable Expectations, 
hoped, that they would have exerted their utmoſt Force 
without Pay. WR 

For it is apparent, my Lords, that if the Deſigns of 
France be ſuch as the noble Lords who oppoſe the Motion 
repreſent them, Hanover is much nearer to Danger than 
Great Britain ; and therefore they only fight for their own 
Preſervation ; ſince though they have for a ſingle Year been 
bleſſed with a Neutrality, it cannot be imagined, that the 
ſame Favour will be always granted them, or that the French, 
when they have over-run all the Reſt of Germany, will not 
annex Hanover to their other Dominions. ny. 

© Befides, my Lords, it is well known, that Hanover is 
equally engaged by Treaty with Great Britain to maintain 
the Pragmatick Sanction, and that a certain Proportion of 
Troops are to be furniſhed. But, my Lords, as to the March 
of that Body of Forces I have yet heard no Account; will 
any Lord ſay that they have marched ? I therefore ſuppoſe, 
that the Wiſdom and Juſtice of our Miniſters has compre- 
hended them in the Sixteen Thouſand who are to fatten up- 


on Britiſb Pay, and that Hanover will ſupport the Pragma - 


tick Sanction at the Coſt of this inexhauſtible Nation. | 

The Service which thoſe Troops have already done to 
the common Cauſe has been urged with great Pomp of 
Exapgeration, of which what Effe& it may have had upon 
others I am not able to ſay ; for my Part, I am convinced, 
that the great Happineſs of this Kingdom is the Security of 
the Eſtabliſh'd Succeſſion ; and am therefore always of Opi- 


nion, that no Meaſures can ſerve the common Cauſe, the 


Cauſe of Liberty, or of Religion, or of general Happineſs, 
by which the Royal Family loſes the Affections of the Peo- 
ple. And I can with great Confidence affirm, that no At- 
tempt for many Years has raiſed a greater Heat of Reſent- 
ment, or excited louder Clamours of Indignation, than the 
Hire of Hanoverian Troops: Nor is this Diſcontent raifed 
only by artful Miſtepreſentations formed to inflame the Paſ- 
fions and per; lex the Underitanding, it is a ſettled and rati- 


enal Dillike which every Day contributes to confirm, which 


will 
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will make all the Meaſures of the Government ſuſpected, and An. 16. Geo. II. 


may in Time, if not obviated, break out into Szdition, | 

« A Jealouſy of Hanover has indeed for a long Time pre- 
vailed in the Nation; the frequent Viſits of our Kings to 
their Electoral Dominions, contrary to the original Terms on 
which this Crown was conferred upon them, have inclined 
the People of Great Britain to ſuſpect, that they have only 
the ſecond Place in the Affection of their Sovereign; nor has 
this Suſpicion been made leſs, by the large Acceſſions made 
to thoſe Dominions by Purchaſes, which the Electors never 
appear'd able to make before their Exaltation to the Throne 
of Great Britain, and by ſome Meaſures which have been 
apparently taken only to aggrandiſe Hanover at the Expence 
of Great Britain, - 

* Theſe Meaſures, my Lords, I am very far from imput- 
ing to our Sovereign or his Father ; the Wiſdom of both is 
ſo well known, that they cannot be imagined to have incurr'd, 
either by Contempt or Negligence, the Diſaffection of their 
Subjects. Thoſe, my Lords, are only to be blamed, who 
concealed from them the Sentiments of the Nation, and for 
the Sake of promoting their own Intereſt betrayed them, 
by. the moſt deteſtable and pernicious Flattery, into Meaſures 
which could produce no other EffeR than that of making their 
Reign unquiet, and of exaſperating thoſe who had concurred 
with the warmeſt Zeal in ſupporting them on the Throne. 

© It is not without an uncommon Degree of Grief, that 
I hear it urged in Defence of this Contract, that it was ap- 
proved by a very numerous Council ; for what can produce 
more Sorrow in an honeſt and a loyal Breaſt, than to find 
that our Sovereign is ſarrounded by Councellors, who either 
do not know the Deſires and Opinions of the People or do 
not regard them, who are either ſo negligent as not to exa- 
mine how the Affections of the Nation may be beſt preſerved, 
or ſo raſh as to'purſue thoſe Schemes by which they hope to 
gratify the King at whatever Hazard, and who for the Sake 
of flattering dil for a Day, will riſque the Safety of his Go- 
vernment and the Repoſe of his Life. 

© It has with Regard to theſe Troops been asked by the 
noble Lord, who ſpoke laſt, what is the Intent of this Moti- 
on but to disband them? What elſe indeed can be intended 
by it, and what Intention can be more worthy of this auguſt 
Aſſembly? By a ſteady Purſuit of this Intention, my Lords, 
we ſhall regain the Eſteem of the Nation which this daring 
Invaſion of our Privileges may be eaſily ſuppos'd to have im- 
paired. We ſhall give our Sovereign an Opportunity by a 


gracious Condeſcenſion to our Deſires, to recover thoſe Aﬀec- 
| FX 8 tions 
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ved him; we ſhall obviate a Precedent which threatens De- 
ſtruction to our Liberties, and ſhall ſet the Nation free from 
an univerſal Alarm. Nor in our preſent State is it to be 
mentioned as a trifling Conſideration, that we ſhall hinder the 
Wealth of the Nation from being raviſh'd from our Mer. 
chants, our Farmers and our ManufaQurers, to be ſquander. 
ed upon Foreigners ; and Foreigners, from whom we can 
hope for no Advantage. | 1 
But it may be asked, my Lords, how the great Cauſe 
of Liberty is to be ſupported, how the Houſe of Auſtria is 
to be preſerv'd from Ruin, and how the Ambition of France 
is to be repreſſed ? How all this is to be effected, my Lords, 
I am very far from conceiving myſelf qualified to determine; 
but ſurely it will be very little hindred by the Diſmiſſion of 
Troops, whoſe Allegiance obliges them not to fight againk 


the Emperor, and of whom therefore it does not eafily appear 


how they can be very uſeful Allies to the Queen of Hungary. 

But whatever Service is expected from them, it may 
furely, my Lords, be performed by the ſame Numbenof 
Britiſo Troops; and that Number may be ſent to ſupply 
their Place, without either Delay or Difficulty, I will ven- 
ture to ſay, without any Hazard. If it be ohbjected, as it 
has often been, that by ſending out our Troops, we ſhall 


leave our Country naked to Invaſion, I hope I may be al- 


low'd to ask who will invade us? The French are well 
known to be the only People whom we can ſuſpect of any 
ſuch Deſign. They have no Fleet on this Side of their King- 
dom, and their Ships in the Mediterranean are block'd up in 
the Harbour by the Navies of Great Britain. We ſhall ſtill 


Have at Home a Body of Seven Thouſand Men, which was 


thought a ſufficient Security in the late War, when the 
French had a Fleet equal to our own. Why we ſhould now 
be in more Danger from without I cannot diſcaver ; and 
with regard to inteſtine Commotions, they will be prevented 
by Compliance with the preſent Motion. For nothing can 
incite the People of Great Britain to oppoſe thoſe who have 
openly diſmiſs'd the Troops of Hanover. 4 
But, my Lords, I am not yet at all convinced, that the 


End for which thoſe 'Troops are ſaid to be hired, ought to 


be purſued, or can be attained by us ; and if the End be in 
itſelf improper or impoſſible, it certainly follows, that the 
Means ought to be laid aſide. | | 

If we conſider the preſent State of the Continent, we 
ſhall find no Proſpect by which we can be encouraged to 


| hazard our Forces or our Money, The King of Sardinia 


has 
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has indeed declared for us, and oppoſed the Paſſage of the An, 16. Geo. II. 
Spaniards, but he appears either to be deficient in Courage, - 


or in Prudence, or in Force ; for inſtead of giving Battle on 
his Frontiers, he has ſuffered them, with very little Refiſt- 


ance, to invade his Territories, to pager and inſult his 
n 


Subjects, and to live at his Expence ; and it may be ſuſpect- 
ed, that if he cannot drive them out of his Country, he will 


in Time be content to purchaſe their Departure, by grant- 


ing them a, Paſſage thro” it, and rather give up the Domini- 
ons of his Ally to be ravaged, than preſerve them at the Ex- 
pence of his own. | 

If we turn our Eyes towards the Dutch, we ſhall not 
be more encouraged to engage in the Wars on the Continent; 
for whatever has been aſſerted of their Readineſs to proceed 
in Conjunction with us, they appear hitherto to behold with 
the moſt ſupine Tranquility the Subverſion of the German 
Syſtem, and to be ſatisfied with an andiſturbed Enjoyment 
of their Riches and their Trade. Nor is there any Appear- 
ance, my Lords, that their Concurrence is withheld only by 
a ſingle Town, as has been inſinuated; for the Vote of any 
ſingle Town, except Amſterdam, may be over-ruled, and the 
Reſolution has paſſed the neceſſary Form, when it is oppoſed 
by only one Voice. h | | 

If we take a View, my Lords, of their late Conduct, 
without ſuffering our Deſires to miſlead our Underſtandings, 
we ſhall find no Reaſon for imagining, that they propoſe 
any ſudden Alteration of their Conduct, which has been hi- 
therto conſiſtent and ſteady, and appears to ariſe from eſta- 
bliſhed Principles which nothing has lately happen'd to in- 


cline them to forſake. | 


When they were ſolicited to become, like us, the Gua- 


rantees of Hanover, they made no Scruple of returning, with 


whatever Unpoliteneſs, an abſolute Refuſal ; nor could they 
be prevail'd upon to grant what we appear to think that we 
were honour'd in being admitted to beſtow. 'When they 
were call'd upon to fulfil their Stipulation, and ſupport the 
Pragmatick Sanction, they evaded their own Contract, till all 
Aſſiſtance would have been too late, had not a lucky Diſco- 


very of the French Perfidy ſeparated the King of Pru/fa from 


them ; and what Reaſon, my Lords, can be given, why they 
ſhould now do what they refuſed, when it might have been 
much more ſafely and more eafily effected? Did they ſuffer 
the Queen of Hungary to be oppreſſed, only to ſhew their 
own Power and Affluence by'relieving her? or can it be ima- 
gined that Pity has prevailed over Policy or Cowardice ? 
They, who in go their own Treaties refuſed to 
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An. 76. Geo. II. engage in a Cauſe while it was yet doubtful, will certainly 
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think themſelves juſtified in abandoning it when it is loſt, 
and will urge, that no Treaty can oblige them to act like 
mad Men, or to A Impoſſibilities. „ 
I am therefore Wnvinced, my Lords, that they will not 
enter into an offenſive Treaty, and that they have only en- 
gaged to do what their own Intereſt required from them 
without any new Stipulation, to preſerve their own Country 
from Invaſion by ſending Garriſons into the Frontier Towns, 
which they may do without any Offence to France, or any 
Interruption of their own Tranquility. 5 3 
Many other Treaties have been mentioned, my Lords, 
and mention'd with great Oſtentation, as the Effects of con- 
ſummate Policy, which will, I ſuſpect, appear to be at leaſt 
only defenſive Treaties, by which the contracting Powers 


promiſe little more than to take Care of themſelves. 


In this State of the World, my Lords, when all the 
Powers of the Continent appear benumb'd by a Lethargy, or 
ſhackled by a Panic, to what Purpoſe ſhould we laviſh in 
hiring and tranſporting Troops, that Wealth which Conteſts 
of nearer Importance immediately require. 

IIͤt is well known to our Merchants, whoſe Ships are eve- 
ry Day ſeized by Privateers, that we are at War with Spain, 
and that our Commerce is every Day impaired by the De- 
predations of an Enemy whom only our own Negligence en- 
ables to reſiſt us; but I doubt, my Lords, whether it is 
known in Spain, that their Monarch is at War with Great 
Britain, otherwiſe than by the Riches of our Nation, which 


are diſtributed among their Privateers, and the Priſoners who 


in the Towns on the Coaſt are wandering in the Streets. For 
J know no Inconvenience which they can be ſuppoſed to 
feel from our Hoſtilities, nor in what Part of the World the 
War againſt them is carried on. Before the War was de- 
clared, it is well remember'd by whom, and with how great 
Vehemence, it was every Day repeated, that to end the 
War with Honour we ought to take and bold. What, my 
Lords, do we Hold, or what have we talen? what has the 
War produced in its whole Courſe from one Year to ano- 
ther, but Defeats, Loſſes, and Tgnominy ? And how ſhall 
we regain our Honour, or retrieve our Wealth by engaging 
in another War more dangerous but leſs neceflary ? We 
ought ſurely to humble Spain, before we preſume to attack 
France; and we may attack France with better Proſpects of 
Succeſs, When we have no other Enemy to divert our Atten- 
'tion, or divide our Forces. 


That we ought indeed to make any Attempt upon 
France 


— 
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France, J am far from being convinced, becauſe I do not An. 16. Geo. II. 


now diſcover, that any of the Motives ſubſiſt which engaged 
us in the laſt Confederacy. The Houſe of Auſtria, tho' 
overborne and diſtreſs'd, was then powerful in itſelf, and 
poſleſs'd of the Imperial Crown. It is now reduced almoſt 
below the Hopes of Recovery, and we late therefore now to 
reſtore what we were then only to ſupport. But what, my 
Lords, is in my Opinion much more'to be conſidered, the 
Nation was then unanimous in one general Reſolution to re- 
preſs the Inſolence of France ; no Hardſhips were inſupport- 
able that conduced to this great End, nor any Taxes griev- 
ous that were applied to the Support of the War. The Ac- 
count of a Victory was eſteemed as an Equivalent to Exciſes 
and to publick Debts ; and the Poſſeſſions of us and our Po- 
ſterity were chearfully Og to purchaſe a Triumph 
over the common Enemy. But, my Lords, the Diſpoſition 
of the Nation with regard to the preſent War is very diffe- 
rent. They diſcover no Danger threatening them, they are 


neither invaded in their Poſſeſſions by the Armies, nor in- 


terrupted in their Commerce by the Fleets of France, and 
therefore they are not able to find out why they muſt be ſa- 
crificed to an Enemy by whom they have been long purſued 
with the moſt implacable Hatred, for the Sake of attackin 
a Power from which they have hitherto felt no Injury, an 


which they believe cannot be provoked without Danger, 


nor oppoſed without ſuch a Profuſion of Expence as the Pub- 
lick is at preſent not able to bear. | 

* Tt is not to be ſuppoſed, my Lords, that the Bulk of 
the Britiſb People are affected with the Diſtreſſes, or in- 
gamed by the Magnanimity of the Queen of Hungary, This 
illuſtrious Daughter of Auſtria, whoſe Name has been fo often 
echoed in theſe Walls, and of whom I am far from deny- 


ing that ſhe deſerves our Admiration, our Compaſſion, and 
all the Aſſiſtance which can be given her conſiſtently with the 


Regard due to the Safety of our own Country, is to the 
greateſt Part of the People an imaginary Princeſs, whoſe 
Sufferings, or whoſe Virtues make no other Impreſſion upon 
ticm than thoſe which are recorded in fictitious Narratives, 
nor can they eaſily be perſuaded to give up for her Relief 


the Produce of their Lands, or the Profits of their Commerce. 


* Some indeed there are, my Lords, whoſe Views are 


more extenſive, and whole Sentiments are more exalted ; for 


it is not to be ſuppoſed, that either Knowledge or Generoſity 
are confined to the Parliament or the Court; but theſe, my 
Lords, though they perhaps may more readily approve the 
End which the Miniſtry pretends to purſue, are leſs 8 
wit 
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An. 16. Geo, II. with the Means by which they endeavour to attain it. By 
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theſe Men it is eafily diſc6vered, that the Hopes which ſome 
ſo confidently expreſs of prevailing upon the Dutch to unite 
with us for the Support of the Pragmatick Sanction, are 
without Foundation ; they ſee that their Conſent to place 
Garriſons in the Frontier Towns, however it may furniſh a 
Subject of Exultation to thoſe whoſe Intereſt it is to repreſent 
them as ready to concur with us, is only a new Proof of what 
was never doubted, their unvariable Attention to their own 
Intereſt, ſince they muſt for their own Security preſerve their 
own Barrier from being ſeized by France. By this AR they 
incur no new Expence, they provoke no Enemies, nor give 
any Aſſiſtance to the Queen of Hungary, by which they can 
raiſe either Reſentment in one Part or Gratitude in the other; 
and therefore it is not hard to perceive, that, whatever is 
pretended, the Dutch hitherto obſerve the moſt exact Laws 
of Neutrality ; and it is too evident, that if they refuſe their 
Aſſiſtance we have very little to hope from a War with France, 

© Nor is this the only Objection againſt the preſent 
Meaſures, for it is generaly and not without ſufficient Reaſon 
ſuſpected, that the real Aſſiſtance of the Queen of Hungary is 
not intended ; fince the Troops which have been hired under 
that Pretence, are ſuch as cannot march againſt the Emperor, 
It is known, that the Hef#ans have abſolutely refuſed to in- 
fringe the Conſtitution of the Germanic Body, by attacking 
him who is by a legal Grant acknowledged its Head ; nor is 
it eaſy to conceive, why there ſhould be a different Law for 
Hanover than for the other Electorates. | 

© The long Stay of the Troops in Flanders, a Place where 
there is no Enemy to encounter nor Ally to afliſt, is a ſufficient 
Proof, that there is nothing more deſigned than that the 
Troops of Hanover ſhall loiter on the Verge of War, and 
receive, their Pay for feaſting in their Quarters, and ſhow- 
ing their Arms at a Review, and that they in reality _ 
nothing but to return home with full Pockets, and enjoy the 
Spoils of Great Britain. | 

© There may indeed be another Reaſon, my Lords, which 
hinders the Progreſs of the united Forces, and by which the 
Britons and Hanoverians may be both affected, though not 
both in the ſame Degree. It is by no Means unlikely, that 
the King of Pruſſia has forbidden them to advance, and de- 
clared, that the Emperor who was choſen by his Suffrage 
ſhall be ſupported by his Arms ; if this be his Reſolution, 
he is well known to want neither Spirit nor Strength to avow 
and ſupport it, and there are Reaſons ſufficient to convince 


us, that he has declared it, and that our Troops are now 
| pur 
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patiently waiting the Event of a Negotiation by which we An- 26. Geo, II. 
2 endeavouring to perſuade him to alter his Deſign, if in- 1742 · A 
deed, it be defired that he ſhould alter it ; for it is not cer 
tain, that the Elector of Hanover can deſire the Reſtoration 


of the Houſe of Auſtria to an hereditary Enjoyment. of the 


Imperial Dignity ; nor can it eaſily be ſhown why the Poli- 
ticks of one Houſe ſhoald differ from thoſe of all the other 


Princes of the German Empire. 


The other Princes, my Lords, have long wiſhed for an 


Emperor with whom they might treat upon the Level; an 
Emperor who might owe his Dignity only to their Votes, and 
who therefore would be willing to favour them in Gratitude 
for the Benefit. They know, that the Princes of the Houſe 
of Auſtria conſidered their Advancement to the Empire as the 
Conſequence of their numerous Forces and large Dominions, 
and made Uſe of their Exaltation only to tyranniſe under 


the Appearance of legal Right, and to oppreſs thoſe as So- 
vereigns, whom they would otherwiſe have harraſſed as. 


Conquerors. 5 | 
* Before we can therefore hope for the Concurrence of the 


Princes of the Empire, we muſt inform them of our Deſign, 
if any 1 has been yet laid out. Is it your Intention to 


reſtore the Houſe of Auſtria to the full Enjoyment of its for- 
mer Greatneſs? This will certainly be openly oppoſed by all 
thoſe Powers who are ſtrong enough to make head againſt it, 


and ſecretly obſtructed by thoſe whoſe Weakneſs makes them 


afraid of publick Declarations. Do you intend to ſupport the 


Pragmatick Sanction ? This can only be done by defeating 
the whole Power of France, and for this you muſt neceſſarily 
provide Troops who ſhall dare to act againſt the preſent Em- 
peror. So that it appears, my Lords, that we are attempt - 
ing nothing, or attempting Impoſſibilities; that either we 
have no End in View, or that we have made uſe of an ab- 
ſurd Choice of Means by which it cannot be attained. | 
Whatever be our Deſign with Regard to Germany, the 
War againſt Spain is evidently neglected, and indeed our 
Conduct proves that we intend neither to aſſiſt the Auſtrians, 
nor to puniſh the Spaniards ; ſince we have in a great Mea- 
ſure diſabled ourſelves from either by the Neutrality which 
Captain Martin is faid to have granted to the King of Sicily. 


© I am therefore convinced, my Lords, that our Deſigns 
are not ſuch as they are repreſented; or 2 they will not be 


accompliſhed by the Meaſures taken. 
particular Manner, that the Troops of Hanower can be of no 


Uſe, that they will raiſe the Reſentment of the Nation, al- 


ready overwhelmed with unneceſſary Burthens. I knaw Iike- 


| wiſe, 


| - 


am convinced in a. 


\ 


— 
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An. 16. Geo, IT, Wiſe, that they have been taken into Pay without the Conſent 
13742. of the Parliament, and am convinced, that if no other Ob- 
jection could be raiſed, we ought not to ratify a Treaty which 
the Crown has made without laying it before us in the uſual 
Manner. I need not therefore inform your Lordſhips, that 
J think the Motion now under your Conſideration neceſſary 
and juſt ; and that I hope upon an attentive Examanation of 
the _ Reaſons which have been offered, your Lordſhips will 
concur in it with that Unanimity which Evidence ought to 
enforce, and. that Zeal which ought to be excited by pub- 
lick Danger. 855 Fre | 


9. of Newcaſtle, Then the Duke of Newcaft/e ſpoke to the following Purport ; 
| Lords, . \ | AK | 
© 5 har not by what imaginary Appearances of. publick 
Danger the noble Lord is ſo much alarmed, nor what Fears 
they are which We endeavours with ſo much Art and Zeal 
to communicate to this Aſſembly. For my Part, I can upon 
the moſt attentive Survey of our Affairs diſcover nothing to 
be feared, but Calumnies and Miſrepreſentations ; and theſe 
I ſhall henceforward think more formidable, ſince they 
have been able to impoſe upon an Underſtanding ſo penetrat- 
ing as that of his Lordſhip's, and have prevailed upon him 
to believe what is not only falſe, but without the Appear- 
ance of Truth, and to believe it ſo firmly, as to aſſert it to 
your Lordſhips. | | 
One of the Facts which he has thus implicitely received, 
and thus publickly mentioned is the Neutrality ſuppoſed to 
have been granted to the King of Szrci/y, from which he 
has amuſed himſelf and your Lordſhips with deducing very ' 
deſtructive Conſequences, that perhaps need not to be al - 
lowed him even upon Suppoſition of the Neutrality; but 
which need not now be diſputed, becauſe no Neutrality has 
been granted. Captain Martin, when he treated with the 
King, very cautiouſly declined any Declarations of the In- 
tentions of the Britiſb Court on that Particular, and con- 
fined himſelf to the Subject of his Meſſage, without giving 
any Reaſon for Hope or Deſpair of a Neutrality. So that 
if it ſhall be thought neceſſary, we are this Hour at Liberty 
to declare War againſt the King of S:c:/y, and may purſue 
the Spaniards with the fame Freedom on his Coaſts as on 
thoſe of any other Power, and prohibit any Aſſiſtance from 
being given by him to their Armies in 7a. nent 
His Lordſhip's Notion of the Interpoſition of the King 
of Pruſſa in the Emperor's Favour, is another Phantom 
raiſed by Calumny to terrify Credulity; a Than, Ag | 
| ; will, 
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will, 1 hope, be entirely diffpated, when I have informed An. 16. Ces. It, 


the Houſe, that the whole Suſpicion is without Foundation, 
and that the King of Pruſſia has made no Declaration of 
any Deſign to ſupport the Emperor, or of oppoſing us in 
the Performance of our Treaties. This Prince, my Lords, 
however powerful, active or ambitious, appears to be ſatiſ- 


ſive Neutrality.”  _. FP | 
Such, my Lords, and ſo remote from Trgth are the 
Repreſentations which the Enemies of the Government have 
with great Zeal and Induſtry ſcattered over the Nation, 
and by which they have endeavoured. to obviate thoſe 
Schemes which they would ſeem to favour ; for by ſinking 
the Nation to a Deſpair of attaining thoſe Ends which they 
declare at the ſame Time neceſſary not only to our Hap- 
pineſs, but to our Preſervation, what do they leſs than tell 
us, that we muſt be content to look unaRive on the Cala- 
mities that approach us, and prepare =. cruſhed by that 
Ruin which we cannot prevent? | © 
From this cold Dejection, my Lords, ariſes that De- 
ſpair which ſo many Lords have expreſſed of prevailing up- 
on the Dutch to unite with us. The Determinations of 
that People are, indeed, always ſlow, and the Reaſon of 
their Slowneſs has been already given; but I am informed 
that the general Spirit which now reigns among them is 
likely ſoon to over-rule the particular Intereſts of fingle 
Provinces, and can produce Letters by which it will appear, 
that had only one Town oppoſed thoſe Meaſures to which 


their Concurrence is now ſollicited, it had been long ſince 


over-ruled, for there want not among them Men equally en- 
amoured of the Magnanimity and Firmneſs of the Queen of 
Hungary, equally zealous for the general Good of Mankind, 
equally zealous for the Liberties of Europe, and equally con- 
vinced of the Perſidy, the Ambition, the Infolence of 
France, with any Lord in this Houſe. 

* Theſe Men, my Lords, have long endeavoured to rouſe 
their Country from the Sloth of Avarice, and the Slumber 
of Tranquility, to a generous and extenſive Regard for the 
univerſal Happineſs of Mankind, and are now labouring in 
the General Aſſembly to communicate that Ardour with 
which they are themſelves inflamed, and to excite that Zeal 
for publick Faith of which their ſuperior Knowledge ſhows 
them the Neceſflity. _ | i 4 | 
lt has been indeed inſinuated, that all their Conſulta- 
tions tend only to place Garriſons in thoſe Towns from 
which the Queen of Hungary has withdrawn her ; 
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Az. 16. Geo. IT, hut this Suppoſition, my Lords, as it is without any Support 
from Facts, is likewiſe without Probability. For to gar- 


riſon the Barrier Towns requires no previous Debates nor 
Deliberations ; ſince it never was oppoſed even by thoſe by 
whom the Aſſiſtance of the Queen of Hungary has been moſt 
retarded. Nor have even the Deputies of Dort, whoſe 
Obſtinacy has been moſt remarkable, denied the Neceſſity 
of ſecuring the Confines of their Country by poſſeſſing with 
their own Troops thoſe Places which the Auftrians are ob- 
liged to forſake. Their preſent Diſputes, my Lords} muſt 
be therefore on ſome other Queſtion, and what Queſtion can 


be now before them which can produce any Difficulties, but 


that which regards the Support of the Pragmatick SanWon ? 
© If theſe Deliberations ſhould be ſo far influenced by the 
Arrival of the Army in the Pay of Great Britain, as to end 
in a Reſolution to ſend a ſufficient Number of Forces into 
Germany, it will not be denied, that the Troops which give 
Occaſion to this Debate have really been uſeful to the com- 
mon Cauſe, nor will his Majeſty loſe the Affections of any 
of his Subjects, by the falſe Accounts which have been ſpread 


of an invidious Preference given to the Troops of Hanover. 


That every Government ought to endeavour to gain 
the Eſteem and Confidence of the People, I ſuppoſe, we are 
all equally convinced ; but I, for my Part, am very far 
from thinking, that Meaſures ought only to be purſued or 
rejected, as they are immediately favoured or diſliked by 
the Populace. For as they cannot know either the Cauſes 
or the End of publick Tranſactions, they can judge only 
from fallacious Appearances, or the Information of thoſe | 
whoſe Intereſt it may perhaps be to lead them away from 
the Truth. That Monarch will be moſt certainly and moſt 
permanently Popular, who ſteadily purſues the Good of his 
People, even in Oppoſition to their own Prejudices and Cla- 
mours, who diſregards Calumnies, which, tho' they may 
prevail for a Day, Time will ſufficiently confute, and flights 
Objections which he knows may be anſwered, and anſwered 
beyond Reply. ; 

* Such, my Lords, are the Objections which have been 
hitherto raiſed againſt the Troops of Hanover, of which 
many ariſe from Ignorance and many from Prejudice ; and 
ſome may be ſuppoſed to be made only for the Sake of 
giving Way to Invectives, and indulging a petulant Incli- 
nation of ſpeaking contemptuouſly of Hanover. | 

* With this View, my Lords, it has been aſked, why the 
Hanoverians are preferred to all other Nations? Why they 
have been ſelected from all other Troops to fight _ 
| Farce 
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France the Cauſe of Europe ? They were choſen, my Lords, An. 16. Geo. II. 
becauſe they were moſt eaſily to be procured. Of the otber 74 
Nations from whom Forces have uſually been hired, ſome 
were engaged in the Care of protecting, or the Deſign of 
extending their own Dominions, and others had. no 'Troops 
levied, nor could therefore furniſ them with Speed enough 
for the Exigence that demanded them. _—_ 

+ I; has been aſked with an Air of Triumph, as a Que- 
ſtion to which no Anſwer could be given, why an equal 
Number of Britons was not ſent ; ſince their Valour might 
be eſteemed at leaſt equal to that of Hanoverians ? I am 
far, my Lords, from intending to diminiſh the Reputation of 
the Britiſb Courage, or detra& from that Praiſe which has 
been gained by ſuch gallant Enterpriſes, and preſerved by 
a long Succeſſion of Dangers and of Viftories, nor do I ex- 
pect that any Nation will ever form a juſt Claim to Supe- 
riority. The Reaſon, therefore, my. Lords, for which the 
Troops of Hanover were hired, was not, that the Bravery, 
of our Countrymen was doubted ; but that the Tranſporta - 
tion of ſuch Numbers might leave us naked to the Inſults 
of an Enemy. For tho' the noble Lord has declared, that 
after having ſent ſixteen thouſand into Flanders, we ſhould 
{ill have reſerved for our Defence a Body of 7000 equal 
to that to which the Protection of this Kingdom was in- 
truſted in the late War, his Opinion will upon Examination 
be found to have ariſen only from the Enumeration of the, 
Names of our Regiments, many of which are far from be- 
ing complete, and ſome almoſt merely nominal ; ſo that 
perhaps, if a Body of ſixteen thouſand more had been ſent, 
there would not have remained a ſingle Regiment, to have 
repelled the Crew of any Caring Privateer that ſhould have 
landed to burn our Villages, and ravage the defenceleſs 
Country. i 28 7 

It was deſired, my Lords, by the Queen of Hungary, 


* 
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that a Britiſs Army might appear on the Continent in her 
| Favour, for ſhe knew the Reputation and Terror of our 
0 Arms, and as her Demand was equitable in itſelf and honour- 
- able to the Nation, it was complied with ; and as many 
f our native Troops were ſent as it was thought convenient to 
. ſpare, the reſt were neceſſarily to be hired, and it is the 

Buſineſs of thoſe Lords who defend the Motion, to ſhow: 

from whence they could be called more properly than from 
4 Hanover. | | 1 | | 
7 It has been urged with great Warmth, that the Contract 


made for theſe Troops has not been laid before the Parlia- 


ment, a Charge, which the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt but 


* 
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terminations of the Parliament enabled the Crown to 


* 


” ſon the Frontier Towns without any new Deliberations; but 


which may be perhaps more ſatisfactorily confuted by ſhow. 


ing, that it js an Accuſation of neglecting that which was in 


reality not poſſihle to be performed, or which at leaſt could 
not be performed without fubjecting the Government to Im- 
18 yet more dangerous than thoſe which it now 

ors. | | TY e 
1 The Accounts, my Lords, by which the Miniſtry were 


determined to ſend an Army into Flanders, arrived only fif- 


teen Days before the Receſs of the Parliament, nor was the 
Reſolution formed, as it may eaſily be imagined, till ſeveral 
Days after; ſo that there was very little Time for Parliamen- 
tary Deliberations, nor was it perhaps convenient to publiſh at 
that Time the whole Scheme of qur Deſigns. 88 
But let us ſuppoſe, my Lords, that the Parliament had 
a few Days before they roſe been conſulted, and that a Vote 
of Credit had been required to enable the Crown ta hire 
Forces during the Interval of the Seſſions, what would thoſe 
by whom this Motion is ſupported have urged againſt it? 
Would they not with great Appearance of Reaſon have alleg- 
ed the Impropriety of ſuch an Application to the thin Re- 
mains of a Parliament, from which almoſt all thoſe had re- 
tired, whom their Employments did not retain in the Neigh- 
bourhood of the Court? Would it not have been echoed from 
one Corner of theſe Kingdoms to another, that the Miniſtry 
had betrayed their Country, by a Contract, which they durſt 
not lay before a full Parliament, and of which they would 
truſt the Examinution only to thoſe whom they had hired to 
approve it? Would not this have been generally aſſerted and 
generally believed? Would not thoſe, who diſtinguiſhed them- 
Elves as the Opponents of the Court, have urged, that the 
King ovght to exert his Prerogative, and truſt the Equity of 
the Parliament for the Approbation of his Meaſures, and the 
Payment of the Troops which he had retained for the Sup- 
port of the common Cauſe, the Cauſe for which ſo muc 
Zeal had been expreſſed, and for which it could not wi 


Juſtice be ſuſpected, that any reaſonable Demands would be 


denied ? Would not the Sollicitation of a Grant of Power 
without Limits to be exerted wholly at the Diſcretion. of the 
Miniſtry, be cenſured as a Precedent of the utmoſt Danger, 
which it was the Buſineſs of every Man to oppoſe, who had 
not loſt all Regard to the Conſtitution of his Country? 

© Theſe Infinuations, my Lords, were foreſeen and allow- 
ed by the Miniſtry to be ſpecious, and therefore they e 


. 
mined to avoid them by purſuing their Schemes at their own 
Hazard, without any other Security than the Conſciouſneſs 


of the ReQitude of their own Deſigns, and to truſt to the 


Equity of the Parliament when they ſhould be laid before 
them, at a Time when Part of their Effects might be diſco- 
vered ; and when therefore no falſe Repreſentations could be 
uſed to miſlead their Judgment. They knew the Zeal of the 
Commons for the great Cauſe of univerſal Liberty; they 
knew, that their Meaſures had no other Tendency than the Pro- 
motion of 'that Cauſe, and therefore they confidently formed 
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thoſe Expectations which have not deceived them, that the 


Pay of the Troops would be readily granted, and ordered 
them therefore to march ; though if the Commons had 
diſapproved their Plan, they muſt have returned into their 
own Country, or have been ſupported at the Expence of 
the Electorate. B11 N : 

The Objections raiſed againſt theſe Troops, have ap- 
parently had no Influence in the other Houſe ; becauſe Sup- 
plies have been granted for their Pay, and I believe they 
will upon Examination be found by your Lordſhips not to 
deſerve much Regat. | 

« It is aſſerted, that they cannot act againſt the Emperor 
ellabliſned and acknowledged by the Diet, without ſubject- 
ing their Country to an Interdict, and it was therefore ſuſ- 
pected, that they would in Reality be of no Uſe. This 
Suſpicion, my Lords, I ſuppoſe, it is now not neceſlary.to 
cenſure ; ſince you have heard from his Majeſty, that they 
are preparing. to march, and as the Conſequences of their 
Conduct can only affect the Electorate, its Propriety or Le- 
gality with regard to the Conſtitution of the Empire, falla 
not properly under our Conſideration. 8 


© How his Majeſty's Meaſures may be defended, even in 


this View, I ſuppoſe, I need not inform any of this Aſſembly. 
It is well known, that the Emperor was choſen not by the 
free Conſent of the Diet, in which every EleQor voted ac- 
cording to his own. Senſe, but by a Diet in which one Vote 


of the Empire was ſuſpended without any Regard to Law or 


Juſtice, and in which the reſt were extorted by a French 


Amy, which threatned immediate Ruin to him who ſhould 
refuſe his Conſent. The Emperor thus choſen was likewiſe 
atterwards recognized by the ſame Powers upon the ſame 
Motives, and the Aid was granted as the Votes were given 
by the Influence of the Armies of France. 


For this Reaſon, my Lords, the Queen of Hungary ſtill : 


refoſes to give the EleQor of Bavaria the Stile and Honours 

Which belong to the Imperial Dignity ; the conſiders the 

| ; 1 8 EY Throne 
| ＋ 


5 | 


It has been obſerved, my Lords, that his Majeſty gave 


ſhould make War againſt him. But, my Lords, it will by 


be content to guard the Verge of their Native Provinces ? 


' Poſts, that they will be forced to retreat to a more defenſible 


Bo OR 
An. 26. Geo. II. Throne as till vacant, and requires that it ſhould be filled by 
| 1742. ; ; ed 


an uninfluenced Election. 


his Vote to the Elector of Bavaria, and it has been there. 
fore repreſented as an Inconſiſtency in his Conduct that he 


no Means follow, that becauſe he voted for him, he thinks 
him lawfully elected, nor that it is unjuſt to diſpoſſeſs him; 
though it is to be obſerved, that we are not making War 
to dethrone the Emperor, however elected, but to ſupport 
the Pragmatick Sanction. | | | 

* This Obſervation, though ſomewhat foreign 'from the 
preſent Debate, I have thought'it not improper to lay before 
your Lordſhips, that no Scruples might remain in the moſt 
Delicate, and to ſhow that the Meaſures of his Majeſty can- 
not be juſtly charged with Inconfiſtency. 1 

But this, my Lords, is not the only nor the greateſt Be- 
nefit which the _ of Hungary has received from theſe 

roops ; for it is highly probable, that the States will be 
induced to concur in the common Cauſe, when they find, 


that they are not incited to a mock Confederacy, when they 
perceive that we really intend to a& vigorouſly, that we 


decline neither Expence nor Danger ; and that a Compliance | 
with our Demands will not expoſe them to ſtand, alone and | 
unaſliſted, againſt the Power of France elated by Succels and | 
exaſperated by Oppoſition. | . , 
* If this, my Lords, ſhould be the Conſequence of our 
Meaſures ; and this Conſequence is perhaps not far diſtant, 
it will no longer be, I hope, aſſerted, that theſe Mercenaries , , 
are an uſeleſs Burthen to the Nation, that they are of no 
Advantage to the common Cauſe, or that the People -have 
been betray'd by the Miniſtry into Expences, merely that 
Hanover might be enriched. When the grand Confedera- 
Cy is once revived, and revived by an univerſal Conviction 
of the deſtructive Meaſures, the inſatiable Ambition and the 
outrageous Cruelty of the French, what may not the Friends 
of Liberty preſume to expect? May they not hope, my 
Lords, that thoſe haughty Troops which have been ſo long 
employed in Conqueſts and Invaſions, that have laid waſte 
the neighbouring Countries with Slaughter and Devaſtations, 
will be ſoon compelled to retire to their own Frontiers, and 


* 


May we not hope that they will ſoon be driven from their 


Station, and admit the Armies of their Enemies into theit 


Dominions, and that they will be from Fortreſs to 
Dominions, y will be purſued fr | 
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Fortreſs, and from one Intrenchment to another, *till they An. 16. Geo. II. 
ſhall be reduced to petition for Peace, and \purchaſe it by | 1742. 


the Alienation of Part of their Territories. 

I hope, my Lords, it may be yet ſafely aſſerted, that 
the French, however powerful,” are not invincible ; that 
their Armies may be deſtroyed, and their Treaſures exhauſt- 
ed ; that they may therefore be reduced to narrow Limits, 
and diſabled from being any longer the Diſturbers of the 
Peace of the Univerſe. © teh 

It is well known, my Lords, that their Wealth is not 
the Product of their own Country, that Gold is not dug out 
of their Mountains, nor rolled down their Rivers, but that 
it is gained by an extenſive and ſucceſsfa] Commerce, car- 
ried on in many Parts of the World, to the Diminution of 
our own. It is known likewiſe, that Trade cannot be con- 
tinued in War, without the Protection of Naval Armaments, 
and that our Fleet is at preſent ſuperior in Strength to thoſe 
of the greateſt Part of the Univerſe united. It is therefore 
reaſonably to be hoped, that though by aſſiſting the Houſe 
of Auſtria we ſhould provoke the French to declare War 
againſt us, their Hoſtilities would produce none of thoſe Ca- 
lamities which ſeem to be dreaded by Part of this Houſe ; 
and that ſuch a Confederacy might be formed as would be 
able to retort all the Machinations of France upon herſelf, 
tear her Provinces from her, and annex them to other Sove- 
reignties. | e e . 

* I has been urged, that no ſuch Succeſs can be expected 
from the Conduct which we have lately purſued, that we, 
who are thus daring the Reſentment of the moſt formidable 
Power in the Univerſe, have long ſuffered ourſelves to be in- 
ſulted by an Enemy of far inferior Force 3 that we have 
been defeated in all our Enterpriſes, and have at preſene 
appeared to deſiſt from any Deſign of Hoſtilities ; that the 


Spaniards ſcarcely perceive, that they have an Enemy or feel 


any of the Calamities or Inconveniences of War, and that 
they are every Day enti hed with the Plunder of Great 
Britain without Danger and without Labour, . 

* That the War againſt Spain has not bitherto been re- 
markably ſucceſsful], muſt be confeſſed, and thovgh the Spa. 
niards cannot boaſt of any other Advantages than the De. 
fence of their own Dominions, yet they may perhaps be 
ſomewhat elated, as they have been able to hold out againſt 
an Enemy ſuperior to themſelves. But, my Lords, I am far 
from believing, that they conſider the War againſt us as an 
Advantage, or that they do not lament it as one of the hea- 
vieſt Calamities that could fall upon them. If it be asked, 
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Hoſtility? I ſhall anſwer with great Confidence, that they 
feel them in every Part which is expoſed to the Evils of 
a naval War, that they are in Pain wherever they are ſen- 
fible, that they are wounded wherever they are not ſheltered 
from our Blows by the LIaterpoſition of the Nations of the 
Continent. | e 

* If we examine, my Lords, the Influence of our Eu. 
an Armaments, we ſhall find, that their Ships of War an 
ſhut up in the Harbours of France, and that the Fleets of 
both Nations are happily block'd up together, ſo that they 
can neither extricate each other by concerted Motions in 
which our Attention might be diſtracted and our Forces di. 
vided, nor, by their united Force break through the Bar 


by which they are ſhut up from the Uſe of the Ocean. 


But this, my Lords, however in. portant with reſpect to 
us, is perhaps the ſmalleſt Inconvenience which the Span 
ard feel from our naval Superiority. They have an Army, 
my Lords, in taly, expoſed to all the Miſeries of. Famine, 
while our Fleet prohibits the Tranſportation of thoſe Proyi- 
ſions which have been ſtored in. Veſſels for their Supply, 
and which muſt be probably ſoon made defenceleſs Y the 
want of Ammunition, arid fall into the Hands of their Ene- 
mies without the Honour of a Battle. 9 

* But, what to the Pride of a Spaniard, muſt be yet x 
more ſevere Affliction, they have on the ſame Continent a 
natural Confederate, who is yet ſo intimidated by the Bri 
riſb Fleets, that he dares neither afford them Refuge in his 
Dominions nor ſend his Troops to their Afliſtance. - The 
Queen, amidſt all the Schemes which her unbounded Ambi- 
tion forms for the Exaltation of her Family, finds her own 
Son, after having received a ere from her Kindneſs, 
reſtrained from ſupporting her, and reduced to preſerve thoſe 
Territories which ſhe has beſtowed upon him, by abandot- 
ing her from whom he received them. DR 

* Theſe, my Lords, are the Inconveniencies which the 
Spaniards feel from our Fleets in the Mediterranean, and 
even theſe, however embarraſſing, however depreſſing, are 
lighter than thoſeswhich our Weſt India Navy produces. 
It is apparent, that Money is equivalent to Strength, a Pro- 
poſition, of which, if it could be doubted, the Spaniſb Mo- 


narchy would afford ſufficient Proof as it has been for 2 


long Time ſupported only by the Power of Riches. It is 
therefore impoſſible to weaken Spain more ſpeedily or more 
certainly, than by intercepting or obſtructing the annual Sup- 


Plies of Gold and Silver which ſhe receives from her % 
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indian Provinces, by which ſhe was once enabled to threaten An. 16. Geo. II. 
dlavery to all the neighbouring Nations, and incited to be- 2742. 


gin, with the Subjection of this Illand, her mighty Scheme 
of univerſal Monarchy, and by which ſhe has ſtill continued 
to exalt herſelf to an Equality with the moſt powerful Na- 
tions, to erect new Kingdoms, and ſer at Defiance the Au- 
rian Power. g | | 

© Theſe Supplies, my Lords, are now, if not wholly, 
yet in a great Meafure, withheld, and by all the Effor 
which the Spaniards now make, they are exhauſting their 
Vitals, and waſting the natural Strength of their native 
Country. While they made War with adventitious Treas 
ſures, and only ſquandered one Year what another would 
repay them, it was not eaſy to foreſee how long their Pride 
would incline them to hold out againſt ſuperior Strength. 
While they were only engaged in a Naval War, they might 
have perſiſted for a long Time in a Kind of paſſive Obſti- 
nacy, and while they were engaged in no foreign Enter- 
prizes, might have ſupported that Trade with each other 
which is neceſſary for the Support of Life, upon the Credit 
of thoſe Treaſures which are annually heaped up in their 
Store-houſes, though they are not received, and by which, 
pon the Termination of the War, all their Debts might 
at once be paid, and all their Funds be re-eſtabliſhed. 

© But, at preſent, my Lords, their Condition is far dif- 
ferent ; they have been tempted by the Proſpect of enlarging 
their Dominions to raiſe Armies for diſtant Expeditions, 
which muſt be ſupported in a foreign Country, and can be 
ſupported only by regular Remittances of Treaſure, and 
have formed theſe Projects at a Time, when the Means of 
purſuing them are cut of. They have by one War encreaſed 
= Expences, when their Receipts are obſtructed by ano- 
ther, | | : | EP 

* In this State, my Lords, T am cer tain the Spaniards are 
very far from thinking the Hoſtility of Great Britain mere- 
ly nominal, and from enquiring in what Part of the World 
their Enemies are to be found. The Troops in 1taly ſee 
them ſailing in Triumph over the Mediterranean, intercep- 
ting their Proviſions, and prohibiting thoſe Succours which 
they expected from their Confederate of Sicily. In Spain 
their Taxes and their Poverty, Poverty which every Day 
encreaſes, inform them, that the Seas of the Weſt Indies 
are poſſeſſed by the Fleets of Great Britain, by whom their 
Mines are made uſeleſs, and their wealthy Dominions re- 
daced to an empty Sound. WEE | 

* They may, indeed, comfort themſelves in their Diſtref- 
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An. 16. Geo, II. ſes. with the Advantages which their Troops have gainet 


over the King of Sardinia, and with the Entrance which 
they have forced into his Dominions; but this can afford 
them no long Satisfaction, ſince they will probably never 
be able to break through the Paſſes at which they have ar. 
rived, or to force their Way into Lach, and mult periſh at 
the Feet of inacceſſible Rocks, where they are now 6 
at ſuch an Expence, that they are more burthenſome to 
their own Maſter than to the King of Sardinia. | 
Ol this Prince I know not why it has been aſſerted, that 
he will probably violate his Engagements to Great Britain 
and Auſtria, that he will purchaſe Peace by Perfidy, and 
grant a Paſſage to the Army of Spain. His Conduct has 
certainly given hitherto no Reaſon for ſuch an Imputation; 
he has oppoſed them with Fortitude and Vigour, and Ad. 
dreſs ; nor has he failed in any of the Duties required of 
a General or an Ally ; he has expoſed his Perſon to the 
moſt urgent Dangers, and his Dominions to the Ravages of 
War; he has rejected all the Solicitations of France, and 
ſet her Menaces at Defiance; and ſurely, my Lords, if 10 
rivate Man ought to be cenſured without juſt Reaſon, even 
in familiar Diſcourſe, we ought ſtill to be more cautious of 
injuring the Reputation of Princes, by public Reproaches in 
the ſolemn Debates of national Aſſemblies 
The ſame Licentiouſneſs of Speech has not, indeed, 
been extended to all the Princes mentioned in this Debate. 
The Emperor has been treated with remarkable De- 
cency as the lawful Sovereign of Germany, as one who can- 


not be oppoſed without Rebellion, and againſt whom ve 


therefore cannot expect that the Troops of Hanover ſhould 
preſume to act, ſince they muſt expoſe their Country to the 
Severities of the Imperial Interdict. | 

* The noble Lords who have thus ardently aſſerted the 
Rights of the Emperor, who have repreſented in ſuch ſtrong 
Language the Crime of violating the German Conſtitutions, 
and have commended the Neutrality of the King of Pruſfa 
as proper to be imitated by all the reſt of the Princes of the 
Empire, have forgotten, or hoped, that others would forget 
the Injuſtice and Violence by which he exalted himſelf to 
that Throne, from which they appear to think it a facrile- 
gious Attempt to endeavour to thruſt him down. They 
forget, that one of the Votes was illegally fuſpended, and 
that the reſt were extorted by the Terror of an Army. 
They forget, that he invited the French into the Empire, 
and that he is guilty of the Ravages which have been com- 
mitted, and all the Blood that has been ſhed, 3 


+4 2091 


ed Death of the Emperor, in the Defence of the Pragmatick An. 16. Geo. It, 
ich WI Sanction which he invaded, though ratified by the ſolemn 274%... 
ord Conſent of the Imperial Diet. | F had — 
ver Ia Defence of the Pragmatick. Sanftion, my Lords, 
ar. WH which all the Princes of the Empire, except his Majeſty, 
at faw violated without Concern, are we now required to exert 
ted our Force; we are required only to perform what we pro- 
to WI miſced by the moiſt ſolemn Treaties, which, though they 
have been broken by . the Cowardice or Ambition of other 
hat Powers, it will be our greateſt Honour to obſerve with 
ain exemplary Fidelity. n 1 BOIm NT 
nd „With this View, as your Lordſhips have already been 
has WY informed, the Hanoverian Troops will march into the Em- 
n; pire; nor has their March been hitherto delayed, either 
id. becauſe there was yet no regular Scheme projected, or be- 
of cauſe they were obliged to wait for the Permiſſion. of the 
he King of Prugza, or becauſe they intended only to amuſe 
of WW Europe with an empty Show; they were detained, my 
nd Lords, in Flanders, becauſe it was believed, that they were 
no more uſeful there than they would be in any other Place, 
en becauſe they at once encouraged the States, alarmed the 
of French, defended- the Low Countries, and kept the Com- 
in munication open between the Queen's Dominions and thoſe 
of her Allies. Nor were theſe Advantages, my Lords, chi- 
ed, merical, and ſach as are only ſuggeſted by a warm Imagina- 
e. tion; for it is evident that by keeping their Station in thoſe 
Je. Countries, they have changed the State of the War, that 
i- they have protected the Queen of Hungary from being op- 


preſſed by a new Army of French, and given her an Oppor- 
ld tunity of eſtabliſhing - herſelf in the Poſſeſſion of Bavaria; 
he that the French Forces, inſtead of being ſent either to the 

Aſſiſtance of the King of Spain againſt the King of Sardinia, 
he or of the Emperor, for the Recovery of thoſe Dominions 
0g which he has loſt by an implicite Confidence in their Alli- 


ns, ance, have been neceſſarily drawn down to the oppoſite Ex- 

fa tremity of their Dominions, where they are of no Uſe 

he either to their own Country, or to their Confederates. The 

et united Troops of Great Britain and Hanover, therefore, 
to carried on the War by living at Eaſe in their Quarters in 

le- Fland:rs, more efficaciouſly than if they had marched im- 

ey mediately into Bavaria or Bohemia, ' ' 5 
nd * Thus, my Lords, I have endeavoured to ſhow the Ju- 
. tice of our Deſigus and the Uſefulneſs of the Meaſures by 
re, which we have endeavoured to execute them; and doubt 

m· not, but your Lordſhips will, upon conſidering the Argu- 

he ments which have been urged on either Side, and theſe 


ith which your own Reflections will ſuggeſt, allow that it was 
M m 3 | | not 
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An. 16. Geo, II. not only juſt, but neceſſary, to take into our Pay thy 


Troops of Hanover, for the Support of the Pragmatick 
Sanction, and the Preſervation of the Houſe of . fufria; 
and that ſince the ſame Reaſons which induced the Govern. 
ment to hire them, ſtill make it neceſſary to retain them, 
you will prefer the general Happineſs of . Europe, the Obſler- 
vation of publick Faith, and the Security of our own Liber. 
ties and thoſe of our Poſterity, to a ſmall Alleviatian: of our 
reſent Expences, and unanimouſly reject a Motion, which 
E. no other Tendency than to reſigu the World into the 
Hands of France, and purchaſe a ſhort and dependent Tran- 
2 by the Loſs of all thoſe Bleſſings which make Life 


The Lord Viſcount Leal, _ wer'd to the following 
My Lords, 3 


© Notwithſtanding the Confidence with which the late 
Meaſures of the Government have been defended by their 
Authors, I am not yet ſet free from the Scruplts which my 
own Obſervations had raiſed, and which have been ſtrength- 
ened by the Aſſertions of thoſe noble Lords, who have ſpok- 
en in Vindication of the Motion. 


Many of the Objections which have been raiſed and es. 
forced with all the Power of Argument, have yet. remained 


. unanſwered, or thoſe Anſwers which have been offered an 


ſuch as leaye the Argument in its full Strength. Many of 
the Aſſertions which have been produced from the Effefs of 


Hope rather than Conviction, and we are rather told what. 


we are to hope from future Meaſures, than what Advantage 
we haye received from the paſt. : | 

« I am, indeed, one of thoſe whom it will be difficult to 
convince of the Propriety of engaging in a new War, when 
we are unſuceeſsful in that which we have already underts- 
ken, and of provoking a more powerful Enemy, when all 
our Attempts are baffled by a weaker. ; and cannot yet ſet 
myſelf free from the Apprehenſion of new Defeats and new 
Diſgraces from the Arms of France, after. having long ſeen 
how little we are able to puniſh the Inſolence of Spain. I 
cannot but fear that by an ilLtimed and uſeleſs Oppoſition 
to Schemes which, however deſtructive or unjuſt, we cannot 
obviate, we ſhall ſubject ourſelves to numberleſs Calamities, 
that the Ocean will be covered with new Fleets of Privateers, 
that our Commerce will be interrupted in every Pait of the 


World, and that. we ſhall onlf provoke France to ſeize what 


ſhe would at leaſt have ſpared ſome time longer. 


* But, 
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But, my Lords, if it be granted, that the Pragmatick An. 16. Geo. 155 


danction is obligatory to us, though it is violated by every 
other Power, that we ſhould labour to reduce the Powers 


of Europe to an Equipoiſe, whenever Accident or Folly pro- 
duces any Alteration of the Balance; and that we are 


now not to preſerve the Houſe: of Auſtria from falling, 
but raiſe it from the Daſt, and reſtore it to its ancient Splen- 
dor, even at the Hazard of a War with that Power which 
now gives Laws to all the Weſtern Nations; yet it will not 
ſurely be aſſerted, that we ought ta be without Limits, that 


we ought to preſerve the Houſe of Auſlria not only by the 


Danger of our own Country but by its certain Ruin, and en- 
deavour to avert the Poſſibility of Slavery, by ſubjecting our- 
ſelves to Miſeries more ſevere than the utmoſt Arrogance of 
Conqueſt, or the moſt eruel Wantonneſs of Tyranny would 
inflict upon us. ; AE. | 


I have obſerved, that many Lords have expreſſed in this 


Debate an uncommon Ardor for the Support of the Queen 
of Hungary; nor is it without Pleaſure, that I ſee the moſt 
laudable of all Motives, Juſtice and Compaſſion, operate in 
this great Aſſembly with ſo much Force. May your Lord- 
ſhips always continue to ſtand the great Advocates. for. pub- 
lick Faith, and the Patrons of true Greatneſs ;in. Diſtreſs ; 
may Magnanimity always gain your Regard; and Calamity 
find Shelter under your Protection. N Wm x 

I likewiſe, my Lords, deſire. to be remembered among 
thoſe who reverence the Virtues and pity the Miſeries of this 
illuſtrious Princeſs, who look with Deteſtation on thoſe who 


have invaded the Dominions which they had obliged them- 


ſelves by ſolemn Treaties to defend, and who have taken 
Advantage of the general Conſederacy againſt her, to enrich 
themſelves with her Spoils, who have inſulted her Diſtreſs, 
and aggravated her Misfortunes. | 22 

But, my Lords, while I feel all theſe Sentiments of Com- 
paſſion for the Queen of Hungary, I have not yet been able 
to forget, that my own Country claims a nearer Regard, that 
I am obliged both by Intereſt and Duty to preſerve myſelf 
and my Poſterity and my Fellow -· Subjects from thoſe Miſe- 
ries which I lament ; when they happen to others, however 
diſtant, I cannot but remember, that I am not to ſave ano- 
ther from Deſtruction by deſtroying myſelf, nor to reſcue 
Auſtria by the Ruin of Great Britain. | 

* Tho! I am therefore, my Lords, not unwilling to aſſiſt 
the Queen of Hungary, I think it neceſſary to fix the Limits 
of our Regard, to inquire how far we may proceed with 


Safety, and what Expences the Nation can bear, and o_ 
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An. 16, Geo. IT, thoſe Expences may be beſt employed. The Danger of the 
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Queen of Hurgary ought not to have an Effect which 
would be reproachful, even if the Danger was our own... It 
ought not ſo far to engroſs our Faculties as to hinder us from 
attending to every other Object. The Man, who runs into 
a greater Evil to avoid a leſs, evidently ſhows, that he is de. 
fective either in Prudence or in Courage, that either he wants 
the natural Power of diſtinguiſhing, or that his Dread of an 
approaching, or his Impatience of a preſent Evil, has taken 


jt away, 


Leet us therefore examine, my Lords, the Meaſures with 
which thoſe, who are intruſted with the Adminiſtration of 
publick Affairs, would perſuade us to concur, and enquire 
whether they are ſuch as can be approved by us without 
Danger to our Country. Let us conſider, my Lords, yet 
more nearly, whether they are not ſuch as we ourſelves could 
not be prevailed upon even to regard as the Object of Deli- 
beration, were we not dazzled on one Part by glaring Pro- 
ſpects of Triumphs and Honours, of the Reduction of 
France, and the Reſcue of the World, of the Propagation of 
Liberty, and the Defence of Religion, and intimidated on 
the other by the View of approaching Calamities, the Cru - 
elties of Perſecution, and the Hardſhips of Slavery. . 

© All the Arts of Exaggeration, my Lords, have been 
practiſed to reconcile us to the Meaſures which are now pro- 
poſed, and indeed all are neceſſary : For the Expences to 
which we are about to condemn this Nation are ſuch as it is 
not able to bear, and to which no Lord in this Houſe would 
conſent were he calm enough to number the Sums. | | 

To prove the Truth of this Aſſertion, one Queſtion is 
neceſſary. Is any Lord in this Houſe willing to aſſiſt the 
Queen of Hungary at the Expence of ſixteen hundred thou- 
ſand a Year ? — I think the univerſal Silence of this Aſſem- 
bly is a ſufficient Proof, that no one is willing : I will how- 
ever repeat my Queſtion. — Is any Lord in this Houſe 
willing that this Nation ſhould aſſiſt the Queen of Hungary 
at the annual Expence of ſixteen hundred thouſand Pounds ? 
-———The Houſe is, as I expected, ſtill filent, and therefore 
J may now ſafely proceed upon the Suppoſition of an unani- 
mous Negative. Nor does any Thing remain in order to 
evince the Impropriety of the Meaſures which we are about 
to purſue, but that every Lord may reckon up the Sum re- 
quired for the Support of thoſe Troops. Let him take a 


View of our Military Eſtimates, and he will quickly be con - 


vinced, bow much we are condemned to ſuffer in this Cauſe. 


Fe will Aud, that we are about not only to remit yearly 
8 inta 
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into a Foreign Country more than a Million and a half of Au. 26. Gef. 
Money, but to hazard the Lives of Multitudes of our Fel- 74% „ 
low-· Subjects, in a Quarrel which at moſt affects us but re- 
motely ; that we are about to incur as Auxiliaries an Expence 


greater than that which the Principals ſaſtain. 


The Sum which I have mentioned, my Lords, enormous 
as it may appear, is by no Means exaggerated beyond the 
Truth. Whoever ſhall examine the common Military Efti- 
mates, will eaſily be convinced, that the Forces which we 
now maintain upon the Continent cannot be ſupported at ' 
leſs Expence 3 and that we are therefore about to exhauſt our 
Country in a diſtant Quarrel, and to laviſh our Blood and 


Treaſure with uſeleſs Profuſion. | 


This Profuſion, my Lords, is uſeleſs, at leaſt uſeleſs to 
any other End, than an oſtentatious Diſplay of our Forces, 
and our Riches ; not becauſe the Balance of Power is irre- 
coverably deſtroyed, nor becauſe it is contrary to the natural 


Intereſt of an Iſland to engage in Wars on the Continent, 


ror becauſe we ſhall loſe more by the Diminution of our 
Commerce, than we ſhall gain by an annual Victory: It is 
uſeleſs, not becauſe the Power of France has by long Negli- 
gence been ſuffered to ſwell beyond all Oppoſition, nor be- 
cauſe the Queen of Hungary ought not to be aſſiſted at the 
Hazard of this Kingdom, though all theſe Reaſons are of 


Importance enough to claim our Conſideration. It is uſeleſs, 


my Lords, becauſe the Queen of Hungary may be aſſiſted 
more powerfully, at leſs Charge, becauſe, a third Part of 
this Sum will enable her to raiſe, and to maintain, a greater 


Body of Men than have now been ſent her. 


Nor will the Troops which ſhe may be thus enabled to 


raiſe, my Lords, be only more numerous, but more likely 
to proſecute the War with Ardour ; and to conclude it there- 


fore with Succeſs. They will fight for the Preſervation of 


their own Country, they will draw their Swords to defend 
their Houſes and their Eſtates, their Wives and their Chil- 


dren, from the Rage of Tyrants and Invaders; they will 
enter the Field as Men who cannot leave it to their Enemies 
without reſigning all that makes Life valuable; and who 


will therefore more willingly die than turn their Backs. 


* It may reaſonably be imagined, my Lords, that the 


Queen will place more Confidence in ſuch Forces, than in 


Troops which are to fight only for Honour or for Pay, and 
that ſhe will expect from the Affection of her own Subjects 
a Degree of Zeal and Conſtancy which ſhe cannot hope to 


excite in Foreigners ; and that ſhe will think herſelf more 


ſecure in the Protection of thoſe whoſe Fidelity ſhe may 


ſecure 
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An, 16, Geo, II. fecure by the Solemnity of an Oath, than thoſe who have no 


174. 


F 


-particular Regard for her Perſon, nor any Obligation to fup- 


port her Government. 


It is no iuconſiderable Motive to this Method of aſſiſting 
our Ally, that we ſhall entirely take away from France a 


Pretences of Hoſtilities or Reſentment, fince we fthall not 


attack her Troops or invade her Frontiers, but only furniſh 
the Queen of Hungary with Money, without directing her 
how to apply it. 1 am far, my Lords, from being ſo much 
intimidated by the late Increaſe of the French Greatneſs, as 
to imagine, that no Limits can be ſet to their Ambition. I 
am far from deſpairing, that the Queen of Hungary alone, 
ſupported by us with pecuniary Aſſiſtance, may be able to 
reduce them to, Solicitations for Peace, by driving them out 
of her Dominions, and purſuing them into their own: But 
as the Chance of War is always uncertain, it is ſurely moſt 
prudent to chuſe ſuch a Conduct as may exempt us from 
Danger in all Events ; and fince we are not certain of con- 
quering the French, it is, in my Opinion, moſt eligible not 
— provoke them, becauſe we cannot be conque without 
uin. » 5 | 
This Method is yet eligible on another Account; by 
proceeding with Frugality, we ſhall gain Time to obſerve 
the Progreſs of the War, and watch the Appearance of any 
favourable Opportunity without exhauſting ourſelves ſo far 
as to be made unable to improve them. oY” 
The Time, my Lords, at which we ſhall be thus ex- 
hauſted, at which we ſhall be reduced to an abſolute Tnabili- 
ty to raife an Army or equip a Fleet, is not at a great Diſ- 
tance. If our late Profuſion be for a ſhort time continued, 
we ſhall quickly have drained the laſt Remains of the Wealth 
of our Country. We have long gone on from Year to 
Year, raiſing Taxes and contracting Debts, and unleſs the 
Riches of Great Britain are abſolutely unlimited, muſt in a 
ſhort Time reduce them to nothing. Our Expences are not 
all, indeed, equally deſtructive; ſome, tho? the Method of 
raiſing them be vexatious and oppreſſive, do not much im- 
Poveriſh the Nation, becauſe they are refunded by the Ex- 
travagance and Luxury of thoſe who are retained in the Pay 
of the Court; but foreign Wars threaten immediate Deftruc- 
tion, ſince the Money that is ſpent in diſtant Countries can 


never fall back into its former Channels, but is diſſipated on 


the Continent and irrecoverably loſt. | 
When this Conſideration is preſent to my Mind, and on 
this Occaſion no Man who has any Regard for himſelf or his 


Poſterity can omit it, I cannot but think with Horror on a 
| Vote 


= 
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Vote by which ſuch prodigious Sums are waſted: inta anether An. 26. Or. 
Region: I cannot but tremble at the Sound of a Tax for the 172. 
Support of a foreign War, and think a French Army landed f- 
on our Coaſts not much more to be dreaded than the annual | 
Payment to which we appear now to be condemned, and from 
— can preſerve us but the Addreſs which is pow 

0 . | | 
ot what Arguments the Commons were perſuaded, or 
by what Motives incited, to vote a Supply for the Support 
this mercenary Force, I have not yet heard ; vor as a Mem- 
ber of this Houſe, my Lords, was it neceſſary. for me to in- 
quire. Their Authority, though mentioned with fo much 
Solemnity on this Oceaſion, is to have no Influence on our 
Determinations. If they are miſtaken, it is more neceſſary 
for us to inquire with uncommon; Caution: If they are cor- 
rupt, it is more neceſſary for us to preſerve our Integsity- 
If we are to comply blindly with their Decifions, our Know- 
ledge or Experience-are of no Benefit to our Country, we] 
waſte Time in needleſs Solemnities, and may be once more 
declared uſeleſs to the Publick, ; 8 

The Commons, my Lords, do not imagine themſabves, 
nor are imagined by the Nation, to conſtitutè the Leꝑifla- 
ture : The People, when any uncommon Heat prevails in the 
other Houſe, diſturbs their Debates and over-rules their De- 
terminations, have been long accuſtomed to expect Redreſs 
and Security from our calmer Counſels, and have conſidered 
this Houſe as the Place where Reaſon aud Juſtice may be 
heard, when by Clamour and Uproar they are driven from 
the other. On this Occaſion, my Lords, every Briton fixes 
his Eyes upon us, and every Man who has Sagacity enough 
to diſcover the diſmal Approach of publick Poverty, now 
ſupplicates your Lordſhips, by agreeing to this Addreſs, to 
preſerve him from it. 


Then the Lord Chancellor ſpoke to the following Purport. 
My Lords, 0 | 

* Having very attentively obſerved the whole Progreſs of Lord Hardwickez . 
this important Debate, and conſidered with the utmoſt Im- 
partiality the Arguments which have been made uſe of on 
each ſide, I cannot think the Queſtion before-us doubtful br 
difficult, and hope that I may promote a ſpeedy Deciſion of 
it by re-capitulating what has been already urged, that the 
Debate may be confider'd at one View, and by adding ſome 
CO which have ariſen to my own Thoughts on this 

calion. | 

At thefirſt View of the Queſtion before us in 92 

tate, 


( 324 ) 


Ki. 16. Ce. II. State, no Man can find any Reaſons for Prejudice in favour of 
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the Addreſs propoſed. This Houſe is, indeed, yet divided, 
and many Lords have ſpoken on each Side with great Force 
and with great Addreſs ; but the Authority of the other 
Houſe, added to the Numbers which have already declared 
in this for the Support of the foreign Troops, is ſufficient to 
turn the Balance, in the Oppinion of any Man who contents 
himſelf to judge by the firſt Appearance of Things, and muſt 
incline him to imagine that Poſition at leaſt more probable, 
which is ratified by the Determination of one Houſe and yet 
undecided by the other. | 3 

I know, my Lords, what may be objected to theſe Ob- 
ſervations on the other Houſe, and readily agree with the 
noble Lord, that our Determinations ought not to be influenc- 


ed by theirs. But on this Occaſion, I introduce their Deciſion 


not as the Decrees of Legiſlators, but as the Reſult of the 
Conſideration of wiſe Men, and in this Senſe it may be no 
teſs-reaſonable to quote the Determination of the Commons, 


than to introduce the Opinion of any private Man whoſe 


Knowledge or Experience gives his Opinion a Claim to our 

Regards Fo | 2 ; 
Nor do I mention the Weight of Authority on one Side 

as ſufficient to influence the private Determination of any in 


this great Aſlembly. It is the Privilege and the Duty of e- 


very Man, who poſſeſſes a Seat in the higheſt Council of his 
Country, to make uſe of his own Eyes and his own Under- 
ſtanding, to rej ect thoſe Arguments of which he cannot find 
the Force, whatever Effect they may have upon others, and 
to diſcharge the great Truſt conferred upon him by conſult- 
ing no Conſcience but his own. 

Vet though we are by no Means to ſuffer the Determi- 
nations of other Men to repreſs our Inquiries, we may cer- 
tainly make uſe of them to aſſiſt us; we may very pro- 
perly therefore inquire the Reaſons that induced the other 
Houſe to approve thoſe Bills which are brought before them, 
fince it is not likely that their Conſent was obtained without 
Arguments, at leaſt probable, though they are not to be by 
us conſidered as concluſive upon their Authority. The chief 
Advantage which the Publick receives from a Legiſlature 
formed of ſeveral diſtin Powers, is, that all Laws muſt paſs 
through many Deliberations of Aſſemblies independent on 
each other, of which, if the one be agitated by Faction or 
diſtracted by Diviſions, it may be hoped, that the other will 
be calm and united, and of which it can hardly be feared 
that they can at any time concur in Meaſures apparently de- 
ſtructive to the Commonwealth, | ? 

„dot 
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But theſe Inquires, my Lords, however proper or ne- An. 16. Geo. II. 


ceſſary, ars to be made by us not in ſolemn Aſſemblies, but 
in our own private Characters; and therefore I ſhall not now 
lay before your Lordſhips what I have heard from thoſe 
whom I have conſulted for the Sake of obtaining Information 
on this important Queſtion, or ſhall at leaſt not offer it as the 
Opinion of the Commons, or pretend to add to it any In- 
fluence different from that of Reaſon and Truth. 

* The Arguments which have been offered in this Debate 
for the Motion, are indeed ſuch as do not make'any uncom- 
mon. Expedients neceſſary, they will not drive the Advocates 


for the late Meaſures to ſeek a Refuge in Authority inſtead of 


Reaſon. They require, in my Opinion, only to be con- 
ſidered with a calm Attention, and their Force will imme- 
diately be at an End, | 

The moſt plauſible Obje&ion, my Lords, is, that the 
Meaſures to which your Approbation is now defired, were 
concerted and executed without the Concurrence of the Par- 
liament; and it is therefore urged, that they cannot now 
deſerve our Approbation, becauſe it was not aſked, at the 
proper Time. op | 
Ila order to anſwer this Objection, my Lords, it is ne- 
ceſſary to conſider it more diſtinctly than thoſe who made it 
appear to have done, that we may not ſuffer ourſelves to con- 
found Queſtions real and perſonal, to miſtake one Object for 
another, or to be confounded by different Views. 

That the Conſent of the Parliament was not aſked, my 
Lords, ſuppoſing it a Neglect, and a Neglect of a criminal 


Kind, of a Tendency to weaken our Authority and ſhake 


the Foundations of our Conſtitution, which is the utmoſt that 
the moſt ardent Imagination, or the moſt hyperbolical Rhe- 
toric can utter or ſuggeſt, may be indeed a juſt Reaſon for 
Invective againſt the Miniſters, but is of no Force if urged 
againſt the Meaſures. To take Auxiliaries in our Pay may 
be right, tho' it might be wrong to hire them without ap- 
plying to the Parliament, as it is proper to throw Water up- 
on a Fire, though it was conveyed to the Place, without the 
Leave of thoſe from whoſe Well it was drawn, or over whoſe 
Ground it was carried. | | 

If the Liberties of Europe be really in Danger, if our 
Treaties oblige us to aſſiſt the Queen of Hungary againſt the 
Invaders of her Dominions, if the Ambition of France re- 
quires to be repreſſed, and the Powers of Germany to be ani- 


mated againſt her by the certain Proſpect of a vigorous Sup-. 


port, I cannot diſcover the Propriety of this Motion, even 
ſuppoſing, that we have not found from the Miniſters all the, 
2 | 


| Reſpect 
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thority may do wrong, ſo Right may be ſometitifes'done by 
an unlawful Power, and ſurely, though Uſurpation ought to 
be puniſhed, the Benefits which have been procured by it, 
are not te be thrown away. We may retain the Troops 
that have been hired, if they are uſeful, though we ſhould 
cenſure the Miniſtry for taking them into Pay. I 

But the Motion to which our Concurrence is now re- 
quired, is a Motion by which we are to puniſh ourſelves for 
the Crime of the Miniſters, by which we are about to leave 
ourſelves defenceleſs, becauſe we have been armed without 
our Conſent, and to refign up all our Rights and Privileges 
to France, becauſe we ſuſpect, that they have not been 
ſufficiently regarded on this Occaſion by our Miniſters. _ 

© Thoſe noble Lords who have dwelt with the 22 
Ardour on this Omiſſion, have made no Propoſition for cen- 
furing thoſe whom they condemn as the Authors of it, though 
this Objection muſt terminate in an Inquiry into their Con- 
duct, and has no real Relation to the true Queſtion now be- 
fore us; which is, Whether the Auxiliaries be of ony Uſe } 
If they are uſeleſs, they ought to be diſcharged without any 
other Reaſon ; if they are neceſſary, they ought to be retain- 
ed, whatever Cenſare may fall upon the Miniſtry. N 

IJ am, indeed, far from thinking, that when your Lord - 
ſhips have ſufficiently examined the Affair, you will think 
your Privileges invaded, or the Publick trepanned by Arti- 
fice into expenſive Meaſures; ſince it will appear that the 
Miniſtry in reality preferred the moſt honeſt to the ſafeſt Me- 
thods of Proceeding, and choſe rather to hazard themſelves 
than to practice or appear to practice any Fraud upon their 
Country. | | | h 

6 When it was reſolved in Council to take the Trapps of 


 Hantver into the Pay of Great Britain, à Refolutios which, 


as your Lordſhips have already been informed, was made 
only a few Days before the Parliament roſe, it was natural to 
conſider, whether the Conſent of the Parliament ſhould not 
be demanded. But when it appeared upon Reflection, that 
to bring an Affair of ſo great Importance before the laſt 
Remnant of a Houſe of Commons, after far the greater Part 
had retired to the Care of their own Affairs, would be ſuſ- 
peRed as fraudulent, and might give the Nation Reaſon to 
fear, that ſuch Meaſures were intended as the Miniſters were 
afraid of laying before a full Parliament; it was thought 
more proper to defer the Application to the next Seſſion, and 
to venture upon the Meaſures that were formed, upon a full 
Conviction of their Neceſſity. 5 ms 
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« This Conduct, my Lords, was exactly conformable to An. 26. Geo, IB 


the Demands of choſe, by whom the Court has hitherto been 


oppoſed, and who have ſignalized themſelves as the moſt 
watchful Guardians of Liberty. Among theſe Men, Votes 
of Credit have never been mentioned but with Deteſtation, 
as Acts of implicite Confidence, by which the Riches of the 
Nation are thrown down at the Feet of the Miniſtry to be 
ſquander'd at Pleaſure, * When it has been urged, that E- 
mergencies may ariſe, during the Receſs -of the Parliament, 
which may produce a Neceſſity of Expences ; and that there- 
fore ſome Credit ought to be given which may enable the 


Crown to provide againft Accidents, it has been anſwered, 


that the Expences which are incurred during the Receſs of 
the Parliament will be either neceſſary or not; that if they 
are neceſſary, the Miniſtry have no Reaſon to diftraſt the 
Approbation of the Parliament, but if they are uſeleſs, they 
ought not to expect it. And that, inſtead of deſiring to be 
exempted from any ſubſequent Cenſures, and to be ſecured 
in Exactions or Prodigality by a previous Vote, they ought 
willingly to adminiſter the publick Affairs at their own Ha- 
zard, and await the Judgment of the Parliament, when the 
Time ſhall come, in which their Proceedings are laid before 


It. *S | | : 

© Such have hitherto been the Sentiments of the moſt zea- 
lous Advocates for the Rights of the People 3 nor did I ex- 
pet from any Man who deſired to appear under that Cha- 
rater, that he would cenſure the Miniſtry for having thrown 
themſelves upon the Judgment of the Parliament, and ne- 


glected to ſecure themſelves by any previous — for 


having truſted in their own Integrity, and expoſed their 
Conduct to an open Examination without Subterfuges and 
without Precautions. I did not imagine, my Lords, that a 
Parliament, upon whoſe Deciſion all the Meaſures which 
have been taken, ſo apparently depend, would have been 
niled a Parliament convened only to regiſter the Determina- 
tions of the Miniſtry, or that any of your Lordſhips would 
think his Privileges diminiſhed, becauſe Money was not de- 
manded before the. Uſe of it was fully known. | 

If we lay aſide, my Lords, all Inquiries into Precedents, 


and, without Regard to any political Conſiderations, exas 


mine this Aﬀair only by the Light of Reaſon, it will ſarely 
appear, that the Miniſtry could not, by or other Method of 
Proceeding, have ſhown equal Regard to the Parliament, or 


equal Confidence in their. Juſtice and their Wiſdom. Had 
they deſired a Vote of Credit, it might have been juſtly ob- 
jedded, that they required to be truſted with the publick 


Mo- 
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was to be employed ; that either they queſtioned the Wiſdom 
or Honeſty of the Parliament ; and therefore durſt undertake 


nothing, till they were ſecure of the Supplies neceſſary for 
the Execution of it. Had they informed both Houſes of 


their whole Scheme, they might have been ſtill charged, 
and charged with great Appearance of Juſtice, with having 


. preferred their own Safety to that of the Publick, and having 
rather diſcover'd their Deſigns to the Enemy than truſted to 


the Judgment of the Parliament; nor could any Excuſe 
have been made for a Conduct ſo contrary to all the Rules 
of War, but ſuch as muſt have diſhonoured either the Mini- 
ſters or the Parliament; ſuch as muſt have imply'd, either 
that the Meaſures intended were unworthy of Approbation, 
or that they were by no Means certain that even the beſt 
Conduct would not be cenſured. | Ip 

© Theſe Objections they foreſaw and allowed to be valid; 
and therefore generouſly determined to purſue the End which 
every Man was ſuppoſed to approve, by the beſt Means 
which they could diſcover, and to refer the Conduct to a 


full Parliament, in which they did not doubt, but their In- 


tegrity, and perhaps their Succeſs, would find them Vindi- 
cators. Inſtead of applying therefore to the Remains of the 
Commons, a few Days before the general Receſs, inſtead of 
aſſembling their Friends by private Intimations, at a Time 


when moſt of thoſe, from whom they might have dreaded 


Oppoſition, had retired, they determined to attempt at their 
own Hazard whatever they judged neceſlary for the Promo- 
tion of the common Cauſe, and to refer their Meaſures to the 
Parliament, when it ſhould be again aſſembled. 

© The Manner in which one of the noble Lords, who 
have ſpoken in Support of the Addreſs, has thought it neceſ- 
fary, that they ſhould have applied to us, is indeed fome- 
what extraordinary, ſuch as is certainly without Precedent, 
and ſuch as is not very conſiſtent with the conſtituent Rights 
of the different Powers of the Legiſlature. His Lordſhip 
has been pleaſed to remark, that the Crown has entered into 
a Treaty, and to ask why that Treaty was not previouſly 
laid before the Parliament for its Approbation? 

* I know not, my Lords, with what Propriety this Con- 


tract for the Troops of Hanover can be termed a Treaty. 


It is well known, that no Power in this Kingdom can enter 
into a Treaty with a Foreign State except the King; and 
it is equally certain, that with Regard to Hanover, the 
fame Right is limited to the Elector. This Treaty there- 
fore, my Lords, is a Treaty of the ſame Perſon with _— 


, 
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ſelf, a Treaty of which the two Counterparts ate to receive An. 16. Geo. II. 
their Ratification from being ſigned with the ſame Hand.  774*- 
This, ſurely, is a Treaty of a new Kind, ſuch as no national — 
Aſſembly has yet conſidered. Had any other Power ß 
Great Britain than its King, or in Hanover any other 
than the Elector, the Right of entering into publick En- 
gagements, a Treaty might have been made, but as the 
Conſtitution of both Nations is formed, the Treaty is 
merely chimerical and abſolutely impoſſible. 

Had ſuch a Treaty, as is thus vainly imagined, been 
really made, it would yet be as inconſiſtent with the 
fundamental Eſtabliſhment of the Kingdom, to-require that 
before it was ratified, it ſhould have been laid before the 
Parliament. To make Treaties, as to make War, is the 
acknowledged and eſtabliſhed Prerogative of the Crown. 
When War is declared, the. Parliament is indeed to con- 
ſider, whether it ought to be carried on at the Expence 
of the Nation; and if Treaties require any Supplies to put 
them in Execution, they likewiſe fall properly at that time 
under Parliamentary Cognizance : But to require that Treaties 
ſhall not be tranſacted without our previous Concurrence, is 
almoſt to annihilate the Power of the Crown, and to expoſe 
all our Deſigns to the Oppoſition of our Enemies, before 
they can be compleated. | 

* If therefore the Troops of Haxover can be of uſe for 
the Performance of our Stipulations, if they can contribute 
to the Support of the Houſe of Auſtria, the Miniſtry cannot, 
in my Opinion, be cenſured. for having taken them into 
Britih Pay, nor can we refuſe our Concurrence with the 
Commons in providing for their Support, unleſs it ſhall ap- 
pear, that the Deſign for which all our Preparations have 
been made, is ſuch as cannot be executed, or ſuch as ought 
not to be purſued. 

* Several Arguments have been offered to prove both 
theſe Poſitions 3 one noble Lord has aſſerted, that it. is by 
no Means for the Advantage, either of ourſelves or any other 
Nation, to reſtore the Houſe of Auftria to its ancient Ele- 
vation ; another, that it is by the Imperial Conſtitutions 
unlawful for any of the Princes of Germany to make War 
upon the Emperor ſolemnly acknowledged by the Diet. 
They have endeavoured to intimidate us by turning our 
View to the Difficulties by which our Attempts are obſtruct- 
ed, Difficulties which they affect to repreſent as inſuperable, 
at leaſt to this Nation in its preſent State. With this De- 
ſign, my Lords, has the Greatneſs cf the French Power 
been exaggerated, the Faith of the King of Sardinia queſti — 
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An. 16. Geo. II. oned, and the King of Pruſſia repreſented as determined to 


ſupport the Pretenſions of the Emperor ; with this View 
has our natural Strength been depreciated, and all. our Mea. 
ſures and. Hopes have been ridiculed, with a Wantonneſs, 
not very conſiſtent with the Character of a Britiſb Patriot. 
Mboſt of theſe Arguments, wy Lords, have been already 
anſwered, and anſwered in ſuch a Manner as has, I believe, 
not failed of convincing every Lord of their Inſufficiency, 
unleſs perhaps thoſe are to be excepted by whom they were 
offered. It has with great Propriety been obſerved, that 
tae Inconſiſtency imputed to his Majeſty in oppoſing the 
Emperor for whom he voted, is merely imaginary 3' fince it 
is not a neceſſary Conſequence, that he for whom he voted 
is therefore lawfully elected; and becauſe his Majeſty does 
not engage in this War for the Sake of dethroning the Em- 
peror, bur of ſupporting the Pragmatick Sanction; nor does 
he oppoſe him as the Head of the German Body, but as the 
Invader of the Dominions of the Honle of 4uffria. 
With Regard to the Propriety of maintaining the 
Auſtrian Fami y in its preſent Poſſeſſions, and of raiſing it, 


if our Arms ſhoald be proſperous, to its ancient Greatneſt, 


it has been ſhown, that no other Power is able to defend 
Europe either againſt the Turks on one Part, or the French 
on the other, two Powers equally profeſſing the deſtruQiye 
Intention of extending their Dominions without Limits, and 
of trampling upon the Privileges and Liberties of all the 
Reſt of Mankind, "PD 

© Tt has been ſhown, that the general Scheme of Policy 
uniformly perſued by our Anceſtors in every Period of Time, 
ſince the Increaſe of the French Greatneſs, has been to pre- 
ſerve an Equipoiſe of Power, by which all the ſmaller States 
are preſerved. in Security. It is apparent that by this 


Scheme alone can the Happineſs of Mankind be preſerved, 


and that no other Family but that of Auſtria is able to 
balance the Houſe of Bourbon. „ ls ara 
This Equipoiſe of Power has by ſome Lords been 
imagined an airy Scheme, a pleaſing Speculation which, 
however it may amuſe the Imagination, can never be re- 


duced to Practice. It has been aſſerted, that the State of 


Nations is always variable, that Dominion is every Day 
transferred by Ambition or by Caſualties, that Inheritances 
fall by want of Heirs into other Hands, and that Kingdoms 
are by one Accident divided at one time, and at other times 
conſolidated by a different Event ; that to be the Guardians 


of all thoſe, whoſe Credulity or Folly may betray them to 


concur with the Ambition of an artful Neighbour and to 
Ee * | promote 
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promote the Oppreſſion of themſelves, is an endleſs Tafk, An. 28. Gee. II. 


and that to obviate all the Accidents by which Provinces may 


change their Maſters is an Undertaking to which no human 
Foreſight is equal; that we have not a Right to hinder the 
Courſe of Succeſſion for our own Intereſt, nor to obſtrucł 
thoſe Contracts which independent Princes are perſuaded to 
make, however contrary to their own Intereſt or to the ge- 


| neral Advantage of Mankind. And it has been concluded 


by thoſe Reaſoners, that we ſhould ſhow the higheſt De- 


gree of Wiſdom, and the trueſt, though not the moſt refln - 


ed, Policy, by attending ſteadily to our own Intereſt, by 
improving the Diſſenſions of our Neighbours to our own 
Advantage, by extending our Commerce, and encreaſing our 
Riches, without any Regard to the Happineſs or Miſery, 
Freedom or Slavery of the Reſt of Mankind. 

© I believe, I need not very laboriouſly collect Arguments 
to prove to your Lordſhips, that this Scheme of ſelfiſh Ne- 
gligence, of ſupine Tranquillity, is equally imprudent and 
ungenerous, fince if we examine the Hiſtory of the laſt 


Century, we ſhall eaſily diſcover, that if this Nation had 
not interpoſed, the French had now been Maſters of more 


than half of Europe; and it cannot be imagined, that they 
would have ſuffered us to ſet them at Defiance in the midſt 
of their Greatneſs, that they would have ſpared us out of 
Tenderneſs, or forborne to attack us out of Fear. Waat 
the Spaniards attempted, tho” unſucceſsfully, from a more 
diſtant Part of the World, in the Pride of their Veſt Indian 
Affluence, would certainly have been once more endeavoured 
by France with far greater Advantages, and as it may be 
imagined, with a different Event. 

That it would have been endeavoured, cannot be doubt- 
ed, becauſe the Endeavour would not have been hazardous; 
by once defeating our Fleet, they might land their Forces, 
which might be wafted over in a very ſhort Time, and by 
a ſingle Victory they might conquer all the Iſland, or that 
Part of it, at leaſt, which is moſt worth the Labour of Con- 
queſt ; and though they ſhould be unſucceſsful, they could 
ſuffer nothing but the Mortification of their Pride, and would 
be in a ſhort Time enabled to make a new _ 

* Thus, my Lords, if we could preſerve our Liberty in 
the general Subjection of the Weſtern Part of the World, 
we ſhould do it only by turning our Iſland into a Garriſon, 
by laying afide all other Employment than the Stydy of War, 
and by making it our only Care to watch our Coaſts: A 


State which, ſurely, ought to be avoided at almoſt any Ex- 


pence and at any Hazard. 
Nu 2 * To 
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Ap. 16. Geo. Il, To think that we could extend our Trade or eneteale 


our Riches in this State of the Continent, is to forget the 
Effects of univerſal Empire. The French, my Lords, would 
then be in Poſſeſſion of all the Trade of thoſe Provinces 
which ſhe had conquered, they would be Maſters of all their 
Ports and of all their Shipping; and your Lordſhips may 
eaſily conceive with what Security we ſhould venture up 

the Ocean, in a State of War, when all the Harbours of 
the Continent afforded Shelter to our Enemies. If the 
French Privateers, from a few obſcure Creeks, unſupported by 
a Fleet of War, or at leaſt not ſupported, by a Navy equal 
to our own, could make ſuch Devaſtations in our Trade, as 
enabled their Country to hold out againſt the Confederacy 
of almoſt all the neighbouring Powers, what, my Lords, 
might not be dreaded by us, when every Ship upon the 
Ocean ſhould be an Enemy, when we ſhould be at once over- 


borne by the Wealth and the Numbers of our Adverſaries, 


when the Trade of the World ſhould be in their Hands, and 
their Navies no leſs numerous than their Troops? 

I have made this Digreſſion, my Lords, I hope not 
wholly without Neceſſity, to ſhow that the Advantages of 
preferring the Equipoiſe of Europe, are not as they have been 
ſometimes conceived, empty Sounds or idle Notions 3 but 
that by the Balance of one Nation againſt another, both 
the Safety of other Countries and of our own, is preſery- 
ed ; and that therefore it requires all our Vigilance and all 
our Reſolution to eſtabliſh and maintain it. „ 

That there may come a Time in which this Scheme will 
be no longer practicable, when a Coalition of Dominions 
may be inevitable, and when one Power will be neceſſarily 
exalted above the reſt, is, indeed, not abſolutely impoſlible ; 
and, therefore, not to be peremptorily denied. But it s 
not to be inferred, that our Care is vain at preſent, becauſe, 
perhaps, it may ſometime be vain hereafter ; or that we 
ought now to ſink into Slavery without a Struggle, becauſe 
the Time may come, when our ſtrongeſt Efforts will be in- 
effectual. 2 

It has, indeed, been almoſt aſſerted, that the fatal Hour 
is now arrived, and that it is to no Purpoſe that we en. 
deavour to raiſe any farther Oppoſition to the univerſal 
Monarchy projected by France. We are told, that the Na- 


tion is exhauſted and diſpirited, that we have neither In- 


fluence nor Riches nor Courage remaining, that we ſhall be 
left to ſtand alone againſt the united Houſe of Bourbon, that 
the Auſtrians cannot, and that the Dutch will not, aſſiſt us, 
that the King of Sardinia will deſert his Alliance, * the 
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King of Pruſta has declared againſt us; and, therefore, that An. 16. Geo. 11. 


by engaging in the Support of the Pragmatick Sanction, we 
are about to draw upon ourſelves that Ruin which every other 
Power has foreſeen and avoided. , 


] am far from denying, my Lords, that the Power of 


France is great and dangerous ; but can draw no Conſequence 
from that Poſition, but that this Force is to be oppoſed be- 
| fore it is ſtill greater, and this Danger to be obviated, while 
it is yet ſurmountable, and farmountable I ſtill believe it by 
Unanimity and Courage. FE | 

If our Wealth, my Lords, is diminiſhed, it is time to 
confine the Commerce of that Nation, by which we have 
been driven out of the Markets of the Continent, by deſtroy- 
ing their Shipping, and intercepting their Merchants. If 
our Courage is depreſſed, it is depreſſed not by any Change 
in the Nature of the Inhabitants of this Iſland, but by a lon 
Courſe of inglorious Compliance with the Demands,” and of 
mean Submiſſion to the Inſalts of other Nations, to which 
it is neceſſary to put an End by vigorous Reſolutions. 

If our Allies are timorous wavering. it is neceſſary 
to encourage them by vigorous Meaſures, for as Fear, ſo 
Cor rage, is produced by Example; the Bravery of a ſingle 
Man may withhold an Army from Flight, and other Nati- 
ons will be aſnamed to diſcover any Dread of that Power 


which Great Britain alone ſets at Defiance. They will be 


leſs afraid to declare their Intentions, when they are con- 
vinced, that we intend to ſupport them; and if there be, in 
reality, any Prince who does not favour our Deſign, he will 
be at leaſt leſs inclined to obſtruct it, as he finds the Op- 
poſition, which he muſt encounter, more formidable. 

For this Reaſon, my Lords, I am far from diſcoverin 
the Juſineſs of the Opinion which has prevailed very — 
in the Nation, on this Occaſion, that we are not to act with- 
out Allies; becauſe Allies are moſt eaſily to be procured by 
acting, and becauſe it is reaſonable and neceſſary for us to 
perform our Part, however other Powers may neglect theirs. 

© The Advice which the Parliament has often repeated to 
his Majeſty, has been to oppoſe the Progreſs of France ; 
and though it ſhould be allow'd, that he has been adviſed 
to proceed in Concert with his Allies, yet it muſt be un- 
derſtood to ſuppoſe ſach Allies as may be found to have 
Courage and Honeſtly enough to concur with him: It can- 
not be intended, that he ſhould delay his Aſſiſtance till Cor- 
ruption is reclaimed, or till Cowardice is animated ; for to 
promiſe the Queen of Hungary Aſſiſtance on ſuch Terms, 
would be to infult her Calamities, and to withhold our Suc- 
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could not inſiſt that we ſhould ſtand neuter, till all thoſe, 
who were engaged by Treaty to ſupport the Pragmatic Sanc- 
tion, ſhould appear willing to fulfil their Stipulations ; for 
even France is to be numbered among thoſe who have pro- 
miſed to ſupport the Houſe of Auſtria in its Poſſeſſions, how. 
ever ſhe may now endeavour to take them away. _ 

Even with Regard to that Power from which moſt Aſiſ. 
tance may be reaſonably expected, nothing would be more im- 
prudent than to declare, that we determine not to act without 
them ; for what then would be neceſſary, but that the 
French influence one Town in their Provinces, or one De- 
puty in their Aſſemblies, and ruin the Houſe of Auffria in 
Security and at Leiſure, without any other Expence than 
that of a Bribe. | | 

© It was therefore neceſſary to tranſport our Troops int 
Flanders, to ſhew the World, that we were no longer in- 
clined to ſtand idle Spectators of the Troubles of Europe, 
that we no longer intended to amuſe ourſelves, or our Con- 
federates, with Negociations which might produce no Tres- 


ties, or with Treaties which might be broken, whenever. 


the Violation of them afforded any Proſpect of that Advan- 
tage; that we were now reſolved to ſacrifice the Pleaſures of 
Neutrality and the Profits of peaceful Traffick, to the Se- 
curity of the Liberties of Europe, and the Obſervation of 
publick Faith. | 

This Neceſſity was ſo generally allowed, that when the 
firſt Body of Troops was ſent over, no Objection was made 
by thoſe who found themſelves inclined to cenſure the Con- 
duct of our Affairs; but that they were not ſufficiently nu- 
merous to defend themſelves, and would be taken Priſoners 
by a French Detachment ; the Miniſtry were therefore aſt 
ed, why they did not ſend a larger Force, why they en- 
gaged in Hoſtilities, which could only raiſe the Laughter 
of our Enemies, and why, if they intended War, they did 
not raiſe an Army ſufficient to procure it ? 

An Army, my Lords, an Army truly formidable, is 
now raiſed, and aſſembled on the Frontiers of France, ready 


to aſſiſt our Ally, and to put a Stop to the Violence of In- 


vaſions. We now ſee ourſelves once again united with the 
Houſe of 4u//ria, and may hope once more to drive the 
Oppreſſors of Mankind before us. But now, my Lords, a 
Clamour is propagated through the Nation, that theſe Mea- 
ſures which have been ſo long deſired, are pernicious and 
treacherous, that we are armed not againſt France, but a- 


gainſt ourſelves, that our Armies are ſent over either not 
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to fight, or to fight in a Quarrel in which Mr have no Con- An. 16. Geo. H. 
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cem, to gain Victories from which this Nation will receive 


no Advantage, or to bring new Diſhonour upon their Coun- 


try by a ſhameful Inactivity. e f 
« This Clamonr, Which if it had been confined to the 


Vulgar, had been, perhaps, of no great Importanc nor 


could have promoted any of the Deſigns of thoſe by whom 


it was raiſed, has been mentioned in this Houſe as an Ar-' 

ment in favour of the Motion which is now under the 
Conſideration of your Lordſhips ; and it has been urged, - 
that theſe Meaſures cannot be proper, becauſe all Meaſures, - 
by which his Majeſty's Government is made unpopular, 


matt in the End be deſtructive to the Nation. 

On this Occaſion, my Lords, it is neceſſary to conſider 
the Nature of Popularity, and to enquire, how far it is to 
be conſidered in the Adminiſtration of publick Affairs. If 


by Popularity is meant only a ſadden Shout of Applauſe 
obtained by a Compliance with the preſent Inclination of 
the People, however incited, or of whatſoever Tendency, 


T ſhall without Scruple declare, that Popularity is to be de- 
ſpiſed ; it is to be deſpiſed, my Lords, becauſe it cannot be 
preſerved without abandoning much more valuable Conſide- 
rations. The Inclinations of the People have in all Ages 
been too variable for Regard. But if by Popularity be 
meant that ſettled Confidence and laſting Eſteem, which a 
good Government may juſtly claim from the SubjeQ, I am 
far from denying that it is truly deſirable ; and that no 
wiſe Man ever diſregarded it. But this' Popularity, my 
Lords, is very conſiſtent with Contempt of riotous Cla- 
mours, and of miſtaken Complaints, and is often only to be 
obtained by an Oppoſition to the reigning Opinions, and a 
Neglect of temporary Diſcontents : Opinions which may be 


inculcated without Difficulty by favourite Orators, and Diſ- 


contents which the Eloquence of ſeditious Writers may 
eaſily produce on Ignorance and Unconſtancy. 

How eaſily the Opinions of the Vulgar may be regu- 
lated by thoſe who have obtained, by whatever Methods, 
their Eſteem, the Debate of the Day, my Lords, may in- 
form us, ſince if the Meaſures, againſt which this Motion 
is intended, be really unpopular, as they have been repre- 


ſented, it is evident that there has been lately a very 


remarkable Change in the Sentiments of the Nation, 


for it is yet a very little Time ſince the Repreſſion of 


the Inſolence of France, and the Relief of the Queen of 


Hungary was ſo generally wiſhed,” and ſo importunately de- 
Nu -- 
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bliſhed, will find, my Lords, that it is not in the Power of 


it is not improbable that they might have reconciled the 


Publick to that Man, whom the united Voice of the Na- 


tion has long labour'd to overbear. | : 

It is indeed urged with a Degree of Confidence, which 
ought, in my Opinion, to proceed from ſtronger Proof. than 
has yet been produced, that no Hoſtilities are intended; that 
our Armaments on the Continent are an idle Shew, an in- 
offenſive Oſtentation, and that the Troops of Hanover have 
been hired only to enrich the EleQorate, under the Appear- 
ance of aſſiſting the Queen of Hungary, whom in reality 
they cannot ſuccour without drawing upon their Country 
the Imperial Interdict. 

| © It has been alledged, my Lords, that theſe Meaſures 
have been concerted wholly for the Advantage of Hanover, 
that this Kingdom is to be ſacrificed to the Electorate, and 
that we are in reality intended to be made Tributaries to 
petty Power. | | 

In Confirmation of theſe Suggeſtions, Advantage haz 
been taken from every Circumſtance that could admit of 
Miſrepreſentation. The Conſtitution of the Empire has 
been falſely quoted to prove, that they cannot act againſt 
the Emperor, and their Inactivity in Flanders has been pro- 
duced as a Proof, that they do not intend to enter German. 

< Whoever ſhall conſult the conſtituent and fundamental 
Pact by which the German Form of Government is eſta- 


the Emperor alone to lay any of the States of Germany un- 
der the Ban, and that the EleQors are independent in their 
own Dominions, ſo far as that they may enter into Alli- 
ances with foreign Powers, and make War upon each other. 

© It appears therefore, my Lords, that no Law prohibits 
the Elector of Hanover to ſend his Troops to the Aſſiſtance 
of the Queen of Hungary; he may in Conſequence of 
Treaties march into Germany, and attack the Confederates 
of the Emperor, or what is not now intended, even the 
Emperor himſelf, without any Dread of the Severities of 
the Ban. | 

© Nor does the Continuance of the Forces in Flanders 
ſhew any Unwillingneſs to begin Hoſtilities, or any Dread 
of the Power either of Pruſſia, whoſe Prohibition is merely 
imaginary, or of France, who is not leſs perplexed by the 


| Neighbourhood of our Army, than by any other Method 


that could have been taken of attacking her; for being ob- 

liged to have an equal Force always in Readineſs to obſerve 

their Motions, ſhe has not been able to ſend a new e. 
again 
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aint the Aufrians, but has been obliged to leave the Aa; x6. Geo. . 


Emperor at their Mercy, and ſuffer them to recover Bebe. 
nia without Bloodſhed, and eftabliſh themſelves at Leiſure 


in Bavaria. 


« Nor is this, my Lords, the only Advantage which has 


been gained by their Reſidence in Flanders, for the united 


Provinces have been animated to a Concurrence in the com- 
mon Cauſe, and have conſented ſo far to depart. from their 
darling Neutrality as to ſend twenty thouſand of their Forces 


to garriſon the Barrier. Of this no Man, I ſuppoſe, will 


ſay that it is not of great Importance to the Queen of Hun- 


gary, ſince it ſets her free from the Neceſſity of diſtracting 


her Views, and dividing her Forces for the Defence of the 
moſt diſtant. Parts of her Dominions at once; nor will it 
be affirmed, that this Advantage could have probably been 
gained, without convincing our Allies of our Sincerity by 
ſending an Army into the Continent. | | 

« If it be aſked, what is farther to be from 
theſe Troops ?. it ought to be remembred, my Lords, with 
how little Propriety our Miniſters can be required to make 
publick a Scheme of hoſtile Operations, and how much we 
ſhould expoſe ourſelves to our Enemies, ſhould a Precedent 
be eſtabliſhed by which our Generals would be incapacitated 


to form any private Deſigns ; and whereby an End would 


be for ever put to Military Secrecy. We | 

What Neceſſity there can be for propoſing Arguments 
like theſe, I am not, indeed, able to diſcover, | rm the Ob» 
jections which have been made ſeem to proceed rather from 
Obſtinacy than Conviction; and the Neflections that have 
been vented, ſeem rather the Product of Wit irritated by 
Malevolence, than of Reaſon enlightened by calm Conſide- 
ration. The Miniſters have been reproached with Hans- 
verian Meaſures, without any Proof that Hanover is to re- 
ceive the leaſt Advantage, and have been charged with be- 
traying their Country by thoſe who cannot ſhow, how their 
Country is injured, nor can prove either that Intereſt or 
Faith would allow us to fit inactive in the preſent Diſtur- 
bances of Europe, or that we could have ated in any other 
Manner with equal Efficacy. | | 

* Tt is ſo far from being either evident or true, my Lords, 
that Great Britain is ſacrificed to Hanover, that Hanover 
is evidently hazarded by her Union with Great Britain. 
Had this Electorate now any other Sovereign than the King 


of Great Britain, it might have been ſecure by a Neutra- 


lity, and have looked upon the Miſeries of the neighbour- 
ing Provinces without any Diminution of its People, or Di- 
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An. 16. Geo. II. ſturbance of its Tranquility ; nor could any Danger be 
1742. dreaded, or any Inconvenience be felt but an open 


— Declaration in favour of the Pragmatic Sanction. 

Why the Hire of the Troops of any particular Country 
ſhould be conſidered as an Act of Submiſſion to it, or vf 
Dependency upon it, I cannot diſcover; nor can I conceive 
for what Reaſon the Troops of Hanover ſhould be more 
dangerous, or leſs popular, at this than at any former Time, 
or why the Employment of them ſhould be conſidered as 
any particular Regard. If any Addition of Dominion had 
been to be purchaſed for the Electorate by the united Arms 


of the Confederate Army, I ſhould, perhaps, be inclined to 
cenſure the Scheme as contrary to the Intereſt of my native 
Country ; nor ſhall any Lord more warmly oppoſe Deſigns 


that may tend to aggrandiſe another Nation at the E 
of this. But to hire Foreigners, of whatever Country, only 
to ſave the Blood of Britons, is, in my Opinion, an Inſtance 


of Preference which ought to produce rather Acknowledy- 


ments of Gratitude than Sallies of Indignation.. 


Upon the moſt exact Survey of this Debate, I will 
boldly affirm, that I never heard in this Houſe a Queſtion, 


ſo untenable in itſelf, ſo obſtinately or ſo warmly debated: 
But I hope, that the Sophiſtries which have been uſed, how- 
ever artful, and the Declamations which have been 

nounced, however pathetic, will have no Effe& upon your 


Lordſhips. I hope, that as the other Houſe has already 


agreed to ſupport the Auxiliaries which have been retained, 


and which have been proved in this Debate, to be retained. 


for the ſtrongeſt Reaſons and the. moſt important Purpoſes, 
your Lordſhips will ſhow, by rejecting this Motion, that 
you are no leſs willing to concur in the Support of publick 
Faith; and that you will not ſuffer Poſterity to charge you 


with the Advancement of France, and the Ruin of Europe. 


Lord Stanhope's The Queſtion being then put upon Lord Stanhope's Moti- 
Motion for dif- on, it was Reſolv'd in the Negative by go Voices againſt 35. 
_— 3 The following Lords were preſent at the Debate. Thoſe 
rejected. * diſtinguiſh'd thus *, were for the Motion, and Proteſted. 


Thoſe +, were for the Motion, but did not Proteſt. Thoſe 1, 


were for the Motion, but Diſſented only. 


Lords preſent at | Archbiſhop of Canterbury (a), Lord Chancellor (b), Lord 


the Debate. Preſident (e), + Lord Privy Seal (d), Lord Steward (e), Lord 
Chamberlain (f). 


Dukes 


(a) Dr John Potter. (b) Lord Hardwicke. (c) Earl of Wilmington. 
(d) Lord Gower. (e) Duke of Dorſet. (f) Duke of Grafton, 


ip” mu 
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Dukes of Richmond (a), * Beaufort, St Alban, Leeds, An. 16. Geo. II. 


* Bedford, Devonſhire (b), Marlborough (e), Rutland, Mon- 
tague (d), Newcaſtle (e), Portland, Mancheſter, (f), Chan- 
bis, * Bridgwater. „„ EO. 

Marquiſſes of Teveedale Ig), Lothian. © 

Earls of Pembroke ch), Lincoln (i), Northampton, Ware 
wick, * Denbigh, * Weſtmoreland; Peterborough, Winchel- 
fea (k), * Chefterfield,' * Sandwich, Cardigan, Angleſey,” 
* lilecbury, * Shaftesbury, * Litchfield, Radnor, Berkeley, 
* Abingdon, Holderneſs (, Scarborough (m), Rochford,” 
* Coventry, Ferſey, - Cholmondeley (n), Hume (o), Loudon (p), 
Dunmore q), Pertmore, May (r). Oxford, * Rockingham, 


— 


* Alesford, + Briftol, + Hallifax, Cowper (s), * Stanhope, 


Harborough, Pomfret, + Graham, Ker, Waldegrave, Fitæ- 
walter, Malton, Bath. © 1 a 

Viſcounts, ® Hereford, Fauconberg (i), Townſend,  Lonſ-- 
dale, I Cobham, Falmouth, Lymington, Harcourt (u), Tor- 
rington (x)). | : a 

Biſhops, Lincoln (y), Rocheſter (2), Hereford (aa), Sa- 
rum (bb), Exeter (cc), Glouceſſer (dd), Oxford (ce), St A. 
faph (ff), Norwich (gg), Bangor (hb), Briſtol (ii), Chi- 
chefter (kk), Landaff (Il), St David's (mm. 

Lords, Abergavenny (nn), Delawar, Willoughby of Par-' 
bam, North, * &. Fohn de Bletſhoe, Clifton, + Brooke, Poulet, 
Strange (oo), Berkeley, Cornwallis, * Craven, Stacuell, Ha- 
derſoam, Carteret (pp), Conway, + Hervey, Somerville, 
Hay (qq), Montjoy, + Maſham, * Foley, Bathurſt (rr), On- 
ſow, + Romney, Cadogan, Ducie, Hobart (ss), Monſon (tt), 
Lovell (uu), Raymond, Talbot, Mantfort, Ilcbeſter, Fitz- 
william, Edgcombe. ; | 3 


(a) Maſter of the Horſe. (b) Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. (c) Col. 
of the Second Regiment of Foot Guards. (d) Maſter of the Wardrobe. 
e) Secretary of State. (f) Lord of the Bed chamber. (g) Secretary of 
State for Scotland. (h) Col. of a Regiment of Horſe. (i) Lord of the 
Bedchamber. (K) Firſt Lord of the Admiralty. (I) Lord of the Bed- | 
chamber. (m) Treaſyrer to the Prince. (n) Chancellor of the Dutchy 
of Lancaſter. (o) Captain of a Troop of Horſe. (p) Col. of a Regiment. 
q) Col. of the Third Regiment of Foot-Guards, (r) Lord Juſtice-Ge- 
neral of Scotland. (s) Lord of the Bedchamber. (t) Lord of the Bed- 
chamber. (u) Lord of the Bedchamber. (x) One of the Vice-Treaſur- 
ers of Ireland. (y) Dr Reynolds. (z) Dr Wilcox. (aa) Dr Egerton. 
(bo) Dr Sherlock. (cc) Dr Claget. (dd) Dr-Benſon. (ee) Dr Secker. 
(ft) Dr Madox. (gg) Dr Gooch. (hh) Dr Herring. (ii) Dr Butler. 
(kk) Dr Mawſon. (1) Dr Gilbert. (mm) Dr Willes. (nn) Maſter of 
the ſewel-Office. (oo) Duke of Athole. (pp) Secretary of State. 
(43) Earl of Kinoul. (rr) Captain of the Band of Gentlemen Penſioners. 
(5) Treaſurer of the Chamber. itt) Firſt Commiſſioner of Trade. 
(an) One of the Commiſſioners of the Poſt«Office, / 
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An. 16, Geo. II. The Proteſt entred on the Journals upon this Occaſion "ig 
17422 as follows. 1 5 ; e 


Diſſentient | 
Gower, C. P. 8. 2 
"WP = Cobham, ; * 
On. . Becguſe we apprehend, That the aſſembling an Ar 
my in Flanders laſt Year, without the Concurrence of the 
© States General, was a Meaſure not only unwarranted by 
* any Advice or Conſent of Parliament, but direQly repug - 
* nant to the declared Senſe of the Houſe of Commons in 
© their Reſolution of arr 23d of March laſt ; © not ap- 
«, pearing to us, That any one Power, engaged by Treaty, 
: Gel bind by Intereſt to ſupport the r, Hungary, ex- 
«* cept England alone, had come in to give her any Aff. 
«© ſtance, or to co-operate with us in any Plan to which an 
Army in Flanders could be ſuppoſed to conduce ; and 
© therefore the Support then promiſed by that Houſe to his 
© Majeſty, upon an expreſs conditional Suppoſition of being 
joined by ſuch other Powers, is ſo far from authoriſing a 
© -Meaſure entered upon in Circumſtances totally different, 
that it plainly points out the Opinion of Parliament againſt 
* ſuch an Undertaking. 

II. Becauſe the taking 16,000 Hanoverians into the 
© Service of Great Britain, to act in Conjunction with the 
© Englifþ Forces aſſembled in Flanders, without conſulti 
© the Parliament upon an Affair of ſuch an important 
delicate Nature (altho' it was foreſeen and pointed out 
© by the King to both Houſes of Parliament at the Cloſe of 
© the laſt Seſſion, and is expreſly referr'd to in His Majeſty's 
Speech at the Opening of this) ſeems to us highly deroga- 
© tory to the Rights, Honour and Dignity of the Great 
© Council of the Nation, and a very dangerous Precedent to 
© future Times, | 

III. Becauſe the reſtoring the Ballance of Power in 
© Europe, by raiſing the Houſe of Auſtria to its former 
Condition of Influence, Dominion and Strength, is an Ob- 
ject quite unattainable by the Arms of Great Britain a- 
© lone: And for the attaining of which, no other Power 
© has joined, or is likely to join with us in any offenſive En- 
gagements, either againſt the Emperor, or againſt France. 

IV. Becauſe ſuch Aſſiſtance to the Queen of Hungary, 
© as the Situation of her Affairs, and that of all Farope, 
© as well as the particular ' Intereſt and Policy of this 
* Ifland require, would have been more properly given 
in Money, with much leſs Expence and Danger to » 

ns « wi 


See CAN DTERS Hiſtory of the Commons, Vol, XIII. P. 216. 
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« with, much more Effet and Advantage to our Ally, An. 16. Geo. II. 


The 38,000 Men, now ſaid to be paid for her Ser- 


vice, coſts this Nation 1,400,000 I. one half of which 
Sum would have enabled her to maintain a greater 


Number of Men, capable of acting wherever her * 


« might require ; ſo that above 700, ooo l, ſeems to be 
« wantonly laviſh'd away upon this Occaſion, beſides the 
Lives of many of the Subjects of Great Britain. 
V. Becauſe we Ben | 
« Flector of Hanover cannot be employed to act in Ger- 
* many againſt the Head of the Empire, whoſe Title 
and Cauſe have been avowed by the whole Body, in 
granting, him an Aid of fifty Romas Months for his 
Support in this very War, without incurring the Riſque 
© of ſuch Conſequences upon any ill Succeſs, as neither 
© conſiſts with the Safety of Hanover, nor with the Pru- 
* dence of England; in which Apprehenſion we are 
« ſtrongly confirm'd by thoſe Troops not having acted 
in Oppoſition to Marſhall Maillebozi, at a JunQure of 
Time when ſuch an Afliſtance, given to the Queen of 
Hungary, might have been deciſive ; and for loſing 
which Opportunity, no other natural, or probable Rea- 
* ſon appears. „ i 
VI. Becauſe the aſſembling an Army in Flanders, 
© not then attacked by the French, nor, as it appears to. 
nus, in any Danger of being attacked, could be of no. 
* Uſe to the Power we deſigned to aſſiſt, nor give any, 
© Hindrance or Terror to France, with regard to the De- 
* ſigns ſhe was then purſuing 3 but may, in its future 
© Conſequences, probably tend to draw the Arms of that 
Crown into thoſe Parts, where they can act with the 
greateſt Advantage, and engage this Nation as Princi- 
* pals in a Land War, the Expence and Danger of which 
are much more certain and evident, than the Support 
we ſhall find in it from other Powers, or the Means we 
* ſhall have of carrying it on. 1 3 
© VII. Becauſe we obſerved, with the utmoſt Con- 
* cern, that while Great Britain is exhauſting itſelf, al- 
* moſt to Ruin, in purſuance of Schemes pretended to 
be founded on our Engagements to the Queen of Hun- 
gary, the Electorate of Hanover, tho' under the ſame 
Engagements, as well as under the ſame Prince, does 
* not appear to contribute any thing as an Ally to her 
* Aſſiſtance, but is paid by Great Britain for all the 
* Forces it has now in the Field ; and the Bargain made 
for thoſe Forces, is much more diſadvantageous to uh, 
8 - * than 


„ That the Troops of the 
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to all the World, that the 16,000 Men were not 


ti 
teen Months Pay ſor the Service of one Campaign on- 


Vear 1702. For, in the Convention then ſigned, there 
is no Stipulation, either for Levy Money, or for Re- 
eruit Money, with both which we are charged in the 
preſent Demand, beſides other extraordinary Articles; 
and we conceive, that the Article of Levy Money, 2. 
mounting alone to no leſs a Sum than 130, 313 J. i 
a more particular Hardſhip upon us, becauſe it is k 


vied at the Requeſt, nor for the Service of England ; 
but that the only Addition made to the uſual Eſtabliſh. 
ment of the Electoral Forces in Time of Peace, was 
6000 Men raiſed ſome time before, upon the Death of 
the late Emperor, and for the Service of his Majeſty's 
German Dominions ; nor can we help obſerving, that 
when we contraſted for Hanguer Troops in June 1702, 
their Pay did not commence *cill the Beginning of 
that very Month. in which ſome had already taken 
the Field, and the reſt were actually upon their March; 
ſo that the Contract being only to the firſt of Januan 
following, England received the Benefit of the Service 
of thoſe Troops during a whole Campaign, for the Pay 


of. ſeven. Months only; whereas, by now taking thoſe 
Troops into Pay, on the 31ſt of Auguſt 1742 (that is 


a Youth before they began their March into Flandrr) 
I the 26th of December 1743, we ſhall give them fix- 


ly, if they ſhould ever make a Campaign at all; ſo 
that Hanover not only receives the great and immediate 
Profit of this advantageous Bargain, but is alſo exone- 
rated of above half the Number of Forces, which it uſed 
to maintain in Times of the moſt profound Tranquility. 


VIII. Becauſe the making ſo unneceſſary a Bargain, in 


ſo very unthrifty a Manner, when this Nation is groating, 


under ſo heavy a Load of Debts and Taxes, engaged in a 


maritime War, at a mighty Expence, and with doubtful 


' Succeſs, maintaining a great national Army abroad; and 


at the ſame Time burthen'd at home with 23000 Men (the 
Uſe of which we cannot diſcover) over and above 11550, 


Marines, excites in our Minds the moſt alarming and me-, 


lancholy Apprehenſions of the Diſſatisfaction and Jea- 
louſy that may ariſe in the Breaſts of his Majeſty's moſt 
faithful Subjects, if ever the ſervile Ambition of any Mini- 
ſler ſhould attempt to gain, and to taint the Royal Ear, 


by a miſtaken Adulation to an imagined Partiality (which 
we are perſuaded does not, and cannot exiſt} in the Bebalf 
0 


we — > > -- vv „ HM _wS._ 
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« of an Intereſt, 'foreign to that of .this Kingdom, were it Ah. 16. Geo. It. 


« ever to be ſuſpected from any ſuch new and ſurprizing 


« Appearances, that this Nation could be engaged in the & 


© moſt expenſive, ' chimetical and dangerous Scheme, enter- 
« ed into Without the Advice or Approbation of Paliament 3 
that it's Treaſure” could be exhauſted, it's Honour e- 
« poſed, and it's Safety riſqued, for no other End than t6 
advance that foreign Intereſt, and make ſuch a Compli- 
© ance the Price of ' Favour and Power: We are convinced 
© jt would be attended with more Alienation of the Hearts 


of the People from his Majeſty's Perſon and Family, than 


« almoſt any other Miſmanagement could ever produce. 
We therefore think it the higheſt Duty we owe to our King 
© and Country, to enter our timely Proteſt againſt' the Ap» 
« proach of ſo fatal a Miſchief, to deprecate the pernicious 
Effects of it in the moſt ſolemn Manner we can, and to 
* expreſs our earneſt Defire, that this Motion had been com- 
* plied with, in order to ſtop an Evil in its Beginnings, by 
' the prudent and falutary Intervention of one Houſe of 


' Parliament, which by the encreaſing Corruption of Mini- 


ters, may be extended ſo far, as either to throw this Na- 
tion into the greateſt Diſorder, or reduce it to a State of 
* the meaneſt Dependency. 1 5 


Cheſter feld, Rockingham, Weſtmoreland, Beaufort, Shaft/- 
bury, St. Fobn, Montjoy, Bedford, Stanhope, Bridge- 
water, Sandwich, Ajleſbury, Haverhham, Hereford, 


Talbot, Coventry, Oxford and Mortimer, Northampton, 


Aylesford, Litchfield, Denbigh, Craven, Abingdon, Foley. 


The Motion for Diſcharging the Hanoverians being re- 
Jetted, the Earl of Scarborough ſpoke to the following Effect. 
My Lords, © e p 


It has been juſtly obſerved in the Debate of this Day, E. of Scarbrongl 

propoſes a Cen- 
ſure on that Mo- 
tion, 


that the Opinions of the People of Great Britain are regu- 
lated in a great Meaſure by the Determinations of this Houſe; 
that they conſider this as the Place where Truth and Rea- 
ſon obtain a candid Audience, as a Place ſacred to Juſtice 
and to Honour, into which Paſſion, Partiality and Faction 
have been very rarely known to intrude ; and that they there- 
fore watch our Deciſions as the great Rules of Policy and 
landing Maxims of Right, and readily believe thoſe Mea- 
lures neceſſary in which we concur, and that Conduct un- 
blameable which has gained our Approbation. 
This Reputation, my Lords, we ought diligently to 
preſerve by an unwearied Vigilance for the H — yo our 
7 ellow- 
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ſelves no fallacious Repreſentations of our Counſels ; it i 


than thoſe who deceive it; at leaſt we muſt be confeſſed no 
longer to act as the Guardians of the publick Happineſs, if 
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to employ its Influence to beneficial Purpoſes, that the Cauſo 
and the Effect may reciprocally produce each other, that 
the People, when the Proſperity which they enjoy by our 
Care inclines them to repoſe in us an implicite Confidence, 
may find that Confidence a new Source of Felicity ; that they 
may reverence us, becauſe they are ſecure and happy, and 
be ſecure and happy, becauſe they reverence us. 
This great End, my Lords, it will not be very difficult 
to attain ; the Foundation of this exalted Authority may 
eaſily be laid, and the SuperſtruQure raiſed in a ſhort Time; 
the one may be laid too deep to be undermined, and the o- 
ther built too firmly to be ſhaken ; at leaſt they can be im- 
paired only by ourſelves, and may ſet all external Violence 
at Defiance. © 5 "if 
To preſerve the Confidence of the People, and conſe- 
quently to govern them without Force and without Op- 
poſition, it is only neceſſary that we never willingly deceive 
them, that we expoſe the publick Affairs to their View, ſo 
far as they ought to be made publick, in their true State, that 
we never ſuffer falſe Reports to circulate under the SanQion 
of our Authority, nor give the Nation Reaſon to think ve 
are ſatisfied, when we are in reality ſuſpicious of illegal De- 
ſigns, or that we ſuſpe& thoſe Meaſures of latent Miſchief 
with which we are in reality completely ſatisfied. 10 
But it is not ſufficient, my Lords, that we publiſh our- 


neceſſary likewiſe, that we do not permit them to be pub- 
Tiſhed, that we do obviate every Falſhood in its Riſe, and 
propagate Truth with our utmoſt Diligence: For if we ſuffer 
the Nation to be deceived, we are not much leſs: criminal 


we ſuffer it to be interrupted by the Diſperſing of Report 
which we know to be at once falſe and pernicious. 
Of theſe Principles, which I ſuppoſe will not be con. 
teſted, an eaſy Application may be made to the Buſineſs of 
the preſent Day. A Queſtion has been debated with great 
Addreſs, great Ardour, and great Obſtinacy, which is in it 
ſelf, though not doubtful, yet very much diffuſed, comply 
cated with a great Number of Circumſtances, and extended 
to a Multitude of Relations; and is therefore a Subject upon 
which Sophiſtry may very ſafely practiſe her Arts, and which 
may be ſhown in very different Views to thoſe, whoſe in. 
tellectual Light is too much contracted to receive the whole 
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Object at once. It may eaſily be aſſerted by thoſe who have An. 16. G 


long been accuſtomed to affirm without Scruple whatever 
they deſire to obtain Belief, that the Arguments in favour of 
the Motion, which has now been rejected by your Lordſhipe, 


were unanſwerable; and it will be no hard Taſk to lay be- 


fore their Audience ſuch Reaſons as, though they have been 
eaſily confuted by the Penetration and Experience of your 
Lordſhips, may, to Men unacquainted with Politicks and re- 
mote from the Sources of Intelligence, appear very formi- 
table. ä = 
* It is therefore not ſufficient, that your Lordſhips have 
rejeted the former Motion and ſhewn, that you do not ab- 
ſolutely diſapprove the Meaſures of the Government, ſince 
it may be aſſerted, and with ſome Appearance of Reaſon, 
that barely not to admit a Motion by which all Meaſures of 
the laſt Year would have been at once overturned and annihi- 
Jated, is no Proof that they have been fully juſtified and 
warmly confirmed, ſince many of the Tranſactions might 
have been at leaſt doubtful, and yet this Motion not have 
been proper. 4 

In an Affair of ſo great Importance, my Lords, an 
Aﬀair in which the Intereſt of all the Weſtern World is 
engaged, it is neceſſary to take away all Suſpicions, when 
the Nation is about to be involved in a War for the Security 
of ourſelves and our Poſterity; in a War which, however 
proſperous, muſt be at leaſt expenſive, and which is to be 
carried on againſt an Enemy who, tho' not invincible, is in 
a very high Degree powerful. It is ſurely. proper to ſhew 
in the moſt publick Manner our Conviction, that neither 
Prudence nor Frugality has been wanting, that the Incon- 
veniences Which will be always felt in ſuch Contentions, are 
not brought upon us by Wantonneſs or Negligence, and 
that no Care is omitted by which they are alleviated, and 
that they may be borne more patiently, becauſe they cannot 
be avoided. 


This Atteſtation, my Lords, we can only give by a ſo- 


lemn Addreſs to his Majeſty of a Tendency contrary to that 
of the Motion now rejected; and by ſuch. an Attelilation 
only can we hope to revive the Courage of the Nation, to 
unite thoſe in the common Cauſe of Liberty whom falſe Re- 
ports have alienated or ſhaken, and to reſtore to his Majeſty 


that Confidence, which all the Subtilties of Faction have been 


employed to impair. I therefore move, that an humble Ad- 
dreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to this Effect, That in 
the unſettled and dangerous Situation of Affairs in Europe, the 


ſending a conſiderable Body of Britiſb Forces into the Auſtrian 
wg: we 


Vor. VIII. Part 2. 0 « Nether- 
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E. of Oxford, 


Majeſty's Electoral Troops, and the Heſſians in the Bririß 
Pay, and thereby in conjunction with the Queen of Hunga. 


5s Troops in the Low Countries, forming a great Army for 


the Service of the common Cauſe, was a wiſe, uſeful, and 
* neceflary Meaſure, manifeſtly tending to the Support and 
* Encouragement of his Majeſty's Allies, and the real and 
effectual Aſſiſtance of the Queen of Hungary, and the re. 
* ſtorirg and maintaining the Balance of Power, and has al. 
ready produced very advantageous Conſequences.” 


The Earl of Oxford * ſpoke next to the following Effect. 
My Lords, 52 

The Neceflity of ſupporting our Reputation and of pre- 
ſerving the Confidence of the Publick, I am by no means in- 
clined to diſpute, being convinced, that from the Inſtant in 
which we ſhall loſe the Credit, which our Anceltors have de- 
livered down to us, we ſhall be no longer conſidered as a Part 
of the Legiſlature, but be treated by the People only as an 
Aſſembly of Hirelings and Dependents, convened at the 
Pleaſure of the Court to ratify its Deciſions without Exami- 
nation, to extort Taxes, promote Slavery, and to ſhare with 
the Miniſtry the Crime and the Infamy of Oppreſſion. 

For this Reaſon it is undoubtedly proper, that we avoid 
not only the Crime, but the Appearance of Dependence, and 
that every doubtful Queſtion ſhould be freely debated, and 
every pernicious Poſition publickly condemned ; and, that 
when our Decifions are not agreeable to the Opinion or Ex- 
pectations of the People, we ſhould at leaſt ſhew them, that 
they are not the Effects of blind Compliance with the De- 
mands of the Miniſtry, or of an implicite Reſignation to the 
Direction of a Party. We ought to ſhew, that we are un- 
Prejudiced and ready to hear Truth, that our Determinations 
are not dictated by any Foreign Influence, and that it will 
not be vain to inform us, or uſeleſs to petition us. 

In theſe Principles I agree with the noble Lord who has 
made the Motion; but in the Conſequences which are on 
this Occaſion to be drawn from them, I cannot but differ 
very widely from him; for, in my Opinion, nothing can ſo 
much impair our Reputation as an Addreſs like that which 
is propoſed ; an Addreſs not founded either upon Facts or 
Arguments, and from which the Nation can collect only, that 
the Protection of this Houſe is withdrawn from them, and 
that they are to periſh as a Sacrifice to the Intereſt of Hanover. 


6 Let 


* Succeeded his Coſen as Farl of Oxford in the firſt Seſſion, being 
then Knight of the Shire for Herefordſhire. 
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Let us conſider what we are now invited to aſſert; and An. 16. Geo. 14, 


it will eaſily appear, how - well this Motion is calculated to 


preſerve and to advance the Reputation of this Houſe. We 
are to aſſert, my Lords, the Propriety of a new War againſt 


the moſt formidable Power of the Univerſe, at a Time, 
when we have been defeated and diſgraced in our Conteſts 
with a Kingdom of inferior Force. We are to declare our 
Readineſs to pay and raiſe new Taxes, ſince no War can be 
carried on without them, at a Time, when our Commerce, 
the great Source of Riches, is obſtructed; when the Intereſt 
of Debts contracted during a long War, and a Peace almoſt 


equally expenſive, is preying upon our Eftates ; when the 


Profits of the Trade of future Ages, and the Rents of the 
inheritances of our lateſt Deſcendants, are mortgaged, and 
what ought yet more to affect us, at a Time when the Out- 


cry of Diſtreſs is univerſal, when the Miſeries of hopeleſs Po. 


verty have ſunk the Nation into Deſpair, when Induſtry 
ſcarcely. retains Spirit ſufficient to continue her Labours, and 
all the lower Ranks of Mankind are overwhelmed with the 
general Calamity. 


© There may perhaps be ſome among your Lordſhips, who 


may think this Repreſentation - of the State of the Publick 
exaggerated beyond the Truth. There are many in this 
Houſe who ſee no other Scenes than the Magnificence of 
Feaſts, the Gayeties of Balls, and the Splendor of a Court ; 
and it is not much to be wondered at, if they do not eaſily 
believe, what it is often their Intereſt to doubt, that this 
Luxury is ſupported by the Diſtreſs of Millions, and that this 
Magnificence expoſes Multitudes to Nakedneſs and Famine. 
It is my Cuſtom, when the Buſineſs of the Parliament is over, 
to retire to my Eſtate in the Country, where I live. without 
Noiſe, and without Riot, and take a calm and deliberate 
Survey of the Condition of thoſe that inhabit the 'Towns and 
Villages about me. I mingle in their Converſation and hear 


their Complaints; I enter their Houſes, and find by their 


Condition, that their Complaints are juſt ; I diſcover, that 
they are daily impoveriſhed, and that they are not able to 
ſtruggle under the enormous Burthens of publick Payments, 
of which I am convinced, that they cannot be levied another 
Year without exhauſting the People, and ſpreading univerſal 
Beggary over the Nation. 

* What can be the Opinion of the Publick, when they ſee 
an Addreſs of this Houſe, by which new Expences are re- 
commended ? Will they not think that their State is deſpe- 
rate, and that they are ſold to Slavery, from which nothing 
but Inſurrections and Bloodſhed can releaſe them ? If they 
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or of irritating thoſe whom 1 deſpair to defeat, and that! 


| | _( 348 ) 
An, 16. Geo. II. retain any Hopes of Relief from this Houſe, they muſt ſoon 


be extinguiſhed, when they find in the next Clauſe, that 
we are ſunk to ſuch a Degree of Servility as to acknowledge 
Benefits which were never received, and to praiſe the in- 
viſible Service of our Army in Flanders. | 


If it be neceſſary, my Lords, to impoſe upon the Pub. 


lick, let us at leaſt endeavour to do it leſs groſsly; let us not 
attempt to perſuade them, that thoſe Forces have gained 
Victories, who have never ſeen an-Enemy, or that we arc 
benefited by the Tranſportation of our Money into another 
Country. | 

If it be neceſſary to cenſure thoſe noble Lords who 
have ſupported the former Motion, and' to puniſh them for 
daring to uſe Arguments which could not be confuted ; (fo: 
this is the apparent Tendency of the preſent Motion,) let us 
not loſe all Confideration of ourſelves, nor ſacrifice the Hon. 
our of the Houſe to the Reſentment of the Miniſtry, 

For my Part, my Lords, I ſhall continue to avow my 
Opinion in Defiance of Cenſures, Motions, and Addreſſes; 
and as I ſtruggled againſt the former Miniſtry, not becauſe [ 
envied or hated them, but becauſe I diſapproved their Con- 
duct, I ſhall continue to oppoſe Meaſures equally deſtructiye 
with equal Zeal, by whomſoever they are projected, or by 
whomſoever patroniſed. | 


The Earl of Chefterfield ſpoke next to the following 
Purpoſe. ö 
My Lords, 


* After ſo full a Defence of the former Motion as the late 


Debate has produced, it is rather with Indignation than Sur- 
priſe, that I hear that which is now offered. It has been for 
a long Time the Practice of thoſe, who are ſupported only 
by their Numbers, to treat their Opponents with Contempt, 
and when they cannot anſwer to inſult them ; and Motions 
have been made, not becauſe they were thought right by 
thoſe who offered them, but becauſe they would certainly 
be carried, and would by being carried mortify their Op- 


ponents. 


* This, my Lords, is the only Intent of the preſent Mo- 
tion, which can promote no uſeful Purpoſe, and which, 
though it may flatter the Court, muſt be confidered by the 
People as an Inſult; and therefore, though I believe all Op- 
poſition fruitleſs, ] declare that I never will agree to it. 

And to ſhew, my Lords, that I do not oppoſe the 
Miniſtry for the Sake of obſtructing the pnblick Counſels, 


am 
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am not afraid of truſting my Conduct to che impartial Exa- An. 16. Geo. II. 
mination of Poſterity, I ſhall beg leave to enter, with my 1742. 


TIS * 


+ Proteſt, the Reaſons which have influenced me in this Day's 
Leliberation, that they be conſidered when this Queſtion ſhall 
no longer be a Point of Intereſt, and our preſent Jealouſies 
and Animoſities-are forgotten. | N 6 . 4,903 
The Queſtion being put upon the Lord Scarbrough's Mo- Patl of Scar- 
tion, the ſame was agreed to, Ayes 78, Noes 35. brough's Motion 
The Speakers for the Reſolution propos'd by the Earl of 1 
Scarbrough, and againſt the Addreſs moved for by Lord ces agreed to. 
Stanhope, were the Duke of Newcaſtle, the Lords Carteremm 
and Bathurſt, the Earls of Bath, Scarbrough and Cholmon- _ x 
deley, and the Lord Chancellor. — For the Addreſs were 
the Duke of Bedford, the Earls of Cheſterfield, Sandwich, 
2anhope, and Oxford; the Lords Hervey and Lon/dalt. — 
The Duke of Argyle and Earl of Orford were abſent. 
February 7. The Lords received the following State of 
the National Debt, vis. * | *, rt ey 
a | * 4. 8 
On the 31ſt of December, 1741, EPL : State of the Na- 
the Sato fades was 3 . 46,956,146 . 03 44 tional Debt. 


Increaſed between December 31, . 
1741, and Dec. 31, 1742, $ nnen 


3 Ss 49.356,14 : 03 2 44 
Paid off within the ſaid Time —— 441,098 : o5 : 7 


Amount of I ebt, W 
mag CE 898 & 48,915,047 : 17 : 9% 
The next Day read a firſt Time a Bill to puniſh Perſons 
who ſhould aſſiſt in pulliug down Turnpikes. | 
Feb. 9. The ſaid Bill was read a 2d, Time; and the Bill 
to puniſh Perſons who ſhall aſſiſt Priſoners to eſcape, ordered 
lo be printed. br | 
Feb. 15. The Lords read a firſt Time a Bill, For repealing Debate on the 
| lain Duties on Spirituous * Liquors and on Licences for re- Bill for retailing 


Oo 3 | | tailing Spirituous Li- 
quors. 


＋ See before p. 340 | | 

By this Bil! a ſmall Duty per Gallon was laid on at the Still-head, 
zn the Licence was to coſt but 20 s. which was to be granted only to 
uch as had Licences for ſelling Ale. | N 

On the Credit of this Bill, as ſoon as it was paſſed by the Commons, 
the Miniſtry borrowed a large Sum at 3 per Cent. but it was generally 
believed that the Sinking Fund was pledged as a collateral Security to 
147 any Deficiency. ; | | 

The Duties propoſed to be repealed were thoſe laid by the Act of the 
9th of his preſent Majeſty, which permitted no Perſcn to ſell Spirituous 
Lievars in leſs Quantity than two Gallons without. a Licence, for which 
50 „was to be paid, — See the Debate on the late Sir Joſeph Jekyll's. 
blotion for bringing in this Bill, in Chandler's Hiſtory, Vol. 9. p. 153. 


— 
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An. 16. Geo, II. Jailiag the ſame, and for laying other Duties on - Spiritun 


1742. 
2 


Alterations in 
the Poe 


Motion for the 


Liquors, and on Licences for retailing the ſaid Liquors, which 
was ordered a ſecond Reading, and the Lords to be ſum- 
moned. 

The ſame Day died the Rt Hon. Gare Henry Lee, Earl 
of Litchfield, Æc. ſucceeded by his Son the Lord Viſcount 
- Duarendaen, Knight of the Shire for Oxford. As died alſo 
the Rt Hon. Francis Howard, Earl of Effingham, Deputy 
Earl Marſhal of England, and Colonel of the Fourth Troop 
of Life-Guards, ſucceeded by his Son the Lord Howard 
Feb. 21. The Lords ordered ſeveral Papers to be laid be- 


Opinion of Phy- fore them concerning the Diſtilling * Trade; and a Motion 


ficians, touchi 
Spirituous Li- 


quors . 


s being made by the Lord Herwey, That Three of the wol 
eminent Phyſicians be ordered to attend, to be examined 


touching the pernicious Effects of Spirituous Liquors 3 it 
n in the Negative, Ayes 17. Noes 33. 
The 


* Produce of Low Wines and Spirits, extracted from foreign Materials, 
| from Midſummer 1732 to 1742. 
Gallons, at 64d. 


— 


7 Low Wines. =» ny © 
1733» 1,334,094 „ 
1734. 1,614,074 40, 366 17 ©O_ 
17. „ + $5,375 11"Þ 
1736, 1,495,882 4 37.397 1 41 
1737, 932,876 4 23,321 18 6 
1738, 1.528.370 25,709 5 © 
17399 1, 308,779 32,719 9 6 
1740, 1,337,729 33,443 4 6 
1741, 1,306,123 34.153 1 6 
1742, 1,170,258 29,409 9 © 
13,009,808 + 320,245 4-8 
Gallons at 1 d. 
Spirits. 1. s. d. 
13 889, 396 iin, 9 8 
1734 1,076,449 13,455 12 3 
1735, 943,348 11,791 17 © 
1736, 997,254 12,468 13 6 
1737. 621,917 7.773 19 3 
1738, 68 5, 5 80 8,509 15 0 
1739, 872,519 10,900 9 9 
1740, 891,819 11,147 „ 
1741, 910,748 11,384: ũ 7% 
1742, 784.172 9,802 3 0 
8,673, 202 108,415 0 6 


Quan- 
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The next Day ſeveral Accounts relating to Spiritucus Li- An. 16. Geo. II. 
1742. N 


or Corn, from Midſummer 
e 
Too Wines. 


1733, 


1734. 


1735 
1736, 


1737 
1738. 
1739, * 


1740, 
1741, 
17 


1733, 
1734, 
1735 
1736, 
1737, 
1738, 
1739, 
1740, 


1741, 


1742, 


6,558,063 
8,245,838 


8,991,372 
8,476, 71 
6,018,592 
7,860,538 
8,151,876 


9,596,126 


10,879,921 
11,935,813 


86, 714, 410 
Gal. at 3 d. 


Spirits. 
3.934.837 


4.947, 90% 
5,394,823 
5,085,762 


3,611,155 
4,716,322 
4,891,125 


5.757.675 
6,527,952 + 


7,101,447 


52,028,640 


| 


| 


quors were laid before the Houſe, and the Commiſſioners of 
Exciſe, according to Order, brought an Account of the Sums 
ws | B. e g 
n ** = £0487 j | | 
Quantities and Produce of Low Wines and Spirits, extracted from Malt 
1732, to Midſummer 1742. 


3 


274325 5 3 
34,357 13 2 
37.404 XI O 
359317, 11 
£52077 9. 8 
32,772 4 10 
33,966 3 0 
39.983 17 2 
45,333 0 1 
49,732 11 1 
361,310 0 6 
1. 8; 4, 
49,185 9 3 
61,843 15 6 
57.4385 5 9 
63,572 0 6 
45,139 8 9 
58,954 © 6 
61,139 1 3 
71,970 18 9g 
81,599 8 o 
$9,518 11 9. 
650,358 0 o 


Account of Rum and foreign Brandy imported from Midfummer 17355 
to Midſummer 1742. 


1736, 
1737. 
1738, 
1739. 
1740, 
1741, 
1742, 


Brandy 
Gallans 


428,537 F 
312,892 F "oh 


422, 312 5 
361,111 8 
416,046 + 
369.873 5 


312,001 x 


Rum 
Gallons 
392,245 2 
390,715 
192,739 8 
328,746 

416,897 7 
320, 367 
469, 899 2 


*nopvt) daf s ng 


Beſides 2s much Brandy unenter'd each 1 car. 


The 


2 
oe.F 


1742. 


Bp. of Oxon. 


Ld. Hervey. 
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An. 16. Geo. II. ariſing by the laſt Act, and a yearly Accbunt for PLIES 


Years paſt ; and attending, were examined congerning the 
Execution of the laſt Act. | . 
The Biſhop of Oxford ® enquired, Whether it had been 
effectually put in Force; and Queſtions of the ſame Kind 
were asked by the Lord Lonſdale and others: To which the 
Commiſſioners anſwered, That it had been diligently and vi- 


gorouſly executed, ſo far as they or their Officers had Power 


to enforce it 5 but that the Juſtices had not always been 
equally zealous in ſeconding their Endeavours ; and that it 
was impoſſible to diſcover all the petty Dealers by whom it 
was infringed, Spirituous Liquors ſtill continuing to be ſold 
in ſmall obſcare Shops, and at the Corners of the Streets, 
Then the ſaid Bill was read a ſecond Time, and a Mo- 
tion being made for committing the ſame, Lord Herwey ſpoke 
to the following Effect: 9 ds 
My Lords, | EY 
© 'Tho' I doubt not but the Bill now before us will be pro- 
moted in this Houſe, by the ſame Influence by which it has 
been conducted thro? the other; yet I hope, its Succeſs will 


be very different; and that thoſe Arts by which its Conſe. 


quences, however formidable, have been hitherto concealed, 
or by which thoſe whoſe Buſineſs it was to have detected them, 
have been induced to turn their Eyes aſide, will not be prac- 
tiſed here with the ſame Efficacy, though they ſhould happen 
to be attempted with the ſame Confidence. I hope that 
Zeal for the Promotion of Virtue, and that Regard to pub- 
lick Happineſs, which has on all Occafions diſtinguiſhed this 
illaſtrious Aſſembly, will operate now with uncommon En- 
ergy ; and prevent the Approbation of a Bill, by which 
Vice is to be made legal ; by which all the Order of Society, 
£5 © 

The following is an Account of the neat and groſs Money that the 


Exciſe on Beer and Ale has brought in to the Government, from Mid- 
ſummer 1735, to Midſummer 1742, diſtinguiſhing each Year, viz. 


Groſs, Neat, . 

| J. . J.. 
1736, 1,028,792 17 O 4 929,148 1 73 
1737 1,041,337 18 o+ 935,132 1110+ 
1738, 1,017,133 9 14 ." $12,790 <-:F '» 
17399 1,039,666 3 6 935,185 6 83 
1740, 1,017,795 6 4 916,340 3 15 
1741, 956,144 19 10 4 852,5 50 15 61 
1742, 1,002,165 423 895, 122 1 © 


In all 7, 103,038 15 12 6,376,274 15 Sx 
Ss Dr Secker. 


* 
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ind Decency of regular Eftabliſhments, will be loſt in the As. 16. Ces. II. 
N 


wild Confufions of Debauchery encouraged by Law, and pro. 
moted for the Support of Meaſures expeniive, ridiculous, and 
unneceſſary. 

A Law of ſo 8 a Tendeney ſhall, at leaſt, not 
pals thro' this Houſe without Oppoſition-; nor ſhall Drunk- 
enneſs be eſtabliſhed among us without the Endeavour of one 
Voice at leaſt to withhold its Progreſs ; for I now declare 
that [ oppoſe the Commitment of 'this Bill, and that I am 
determined to continue my Oppoſition to it in all the Steps 
by which the Forms of our Houſe make it neceſſary, that it 
ſhould paſs before it can become a Law. 

Nor do I ſpeak, my Lords, on this Occaſion, with that 
Diſtruſt and mental Heſitation which are both natural and 
decent, when Queſtions are dubious, when Probability ſeems 
to be almoſt equally divided, when Truth appears to hover 
between two Parties, and by Turns to favour every Speaker. 
My Lords, I don't ſpeak with the Diffidence of Inquiry, or 
the Uncertainty of Conjecture, nor imagine that I am now 
examining a political Expedient of which the Succeſs can only 
be perfectly known by Experience, and of which therefore 
no Man can abſolutely determine, whether it will be uſeful 
or pernicious, or a metaphyſical Difficulty which may be diſ- 


| cuſſed for ever without being decided. 


In conſidering this Bill, my Lords, I proceed upon lated 
and invariable Principles, I have no FaQts to examine but 
ſuch as to the laſt Degree are notorious, ſuch as have been 
experienced every Hour ſince the Exiſtence of Society, and 
ſhall appeal to the Laws of all civilifed Nations, and to the 
Determinations of every Man whoſe Wiſdom or Virtue have 
given him a Claim to Regard. 

All the Decrees of all the Lepiflatord of the Earth, all 
the Declarations of wiſe Men, all the Obſervations which 
Nature furniſhes, and all the Examples which Hiſtory affords, 
concur in condemning this Bill before us as a Bill injurious to 
Society, deſtructive of private Virtue, and by Conſequence of 
publick Happineſs, detrimental to the human Species, and 
therefore ſuch as ought to be rejected in that Aſſembly to 
which the Care of a Nation is committed; that Aſſembly 
which ought to meet only for the Benefit of Mankind; and 
whoſe Reſolutions eught to have no other End than the Sup- 
preſſion of thoſe Vices by which the Happineſs of Life is ob- 
liruted or impaired. 

The Bill now before you, my Lords, is fandainentally 
wrong, as it is formed upon a hateful Project of encreaſing 
the Conſumption of Spirituous Liquors ; and conſequently of 
promoting Drunkenneſs among a People reproached * 
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An. 16. Geo. II. for it throughout the whole World. It contains ſuch a Con- 


1742. 


catenation of Enormities, teems with ſo vaſt a Number of 
Miſchiefs, and therefore produces, in thoſe Minds that attend 
to its Nature, and purſue its Conſequences, ſuch endleſs 
Variety of Arguments againſt it, that the Memory is per- 
plexed, the Imagination crowded, and, Utterance overbur- 
thened. Before any of its pernicious Effects is fully dilated 
a Thouſand other appear, the Hydra ſtill ſhoots out new 
Heads, and every Head vomits out new Poiſon to infe& S0- 
ciety, and lay the Nation deſolate. 

J am therefore at a Loſs, my Lords, not how to raiſe 
Arguments againſt this Bill, which cannot be read or men- 
tioned without furniſhing them by thouſands ; but how to 
methodiſe thoſe that occur to me, and under what Heads to 
range my Thoughts, that I may purſue my Deſign . without 
Confuſion, that I may underſtand myſelf and be underſtood 
by your Lordſhips. 

A Multitude of Confiderations are obvious, all of Im- 
portance ſufficient to claim Attention and to outwiegh the Ad. 
vantages propoſed by this hateful Bill, but which cannot all 
be mentioned, or at leaſt not with that Exactneſs which they 
deſerve. I ſhall therefore confine myſelf at preſent to three 
Conſiderations, and ſhall entreat the Attention of your Lord- 
ſhips, while I examine the Bill now before us, with Regard 
to its Influence on the Health and Morals of the People, the 
Arguments by which it has been hitherto ſupported, and the 


Effects which it will have on the Sinking Fund. 


The firſt Head, my Lords, is fo copious, that I find 
myſelf very little relieved by the Diviſion which I have made, 
The moral Arguments, though ſeparated from thoſe which 
are either political or temporary, are ſufficient to over-power 
the ſtrongeſt Reaſon, and overflow the moſt extenſive Com- 
Prehenſion. 

© It is not neceſſary, I ſuppoſe, to ſhew that Health of 
Body is a Bleſſing, that the Duties of Life in which the 
greateſt Part of the World is employed, require Vigour and 
Activity, and that to want Strength of Limbs and to want 
the neceſſary Supports of Nature, are to the lower Claſſes of 
Mankind the ſame. I need not obſerve to your Lordſhipe, 
whoſe legiſlative Character obliges you to conſider the gene- 
ral Connection of Society, that al the Advantages which 
high Stations or large Poſſeſſions can confer, are derived from 
the Labours of the Poor ; that to the Plow, and the Anvil, 
the Loom and the Quarry, Pride is indebted ſor- its Magni. 
ficence, Luxury for its Dainties, and Delicacy for its Eaſe. 
A very little Conſideration will be ſufficient to ſhew, that the 


loweſt Orders of Mankind ſupply Commerce with Manufac- 
tures, 


rr ß . 


N! 


tures, Navigation with Mariners, and War with Soldiers; An. 16. Geo, II. 


that they conſtitute the Strength and Riches of every Nation, 


and that, though they generally move only by ſuperior Di- — 


rection, they are the immediate Support of the Community; 
and that without their Concurrence, Policy would project in 
vain, Wiſdom would end in idle Speculation, and the De- 
terminations of this Houſe would be empty Sounds, | 
It is, therefore, my Lords, of the utmoſt Importance, 
that all Practices ſhould be ſuppreſſed by which the lower 
Orders of the People-are enfeebled and enervated ; for if they 
ſhould be no longer able to bear Fatigues, or Hardſhips ; if 
an epidemical Weakneſs of Body ſhould be diffuſed among 
them, our Power muſt be at an End, we ſhould no longer 
give Law to Mankind by our naval Force, nor ſend. out Ar- 
mies to fight for the Liberty of diſtant Nations. We ſhould 
no longer ſupply the Markets of the Continent with our Com- 
modities, or ſhare in all the Advantages which Nature has 
beſtowed upon diſtant Countries ; for all theſe, my Lords, 
are the Effects of indigent Induſtry, and mechanick Labour. 
All theſe Bleſſings or Conveniences are procured by that 
Strength of Body, which Nature has beſtowed upon the Na- 
tives of this Country, who have hitherto been remarkably ro- 
buſt and hardy, able to ſupport long Fatigues, and to contend 


| with the Inclemency of rigorous Climates, the Violence of | 


Storms and the Turbulence of Waves, and who have there- 
fore extended their Conqueſts with uncommon : Succeſs, and 
been equally adapted to the Toils of Trade and of War, and 
have excelled thoſe who endeavoured to rival them either in 
the Praiſe of Workmanſhip or of Valour. l 
But, my Lords, if the Uſe of Spirituous Liquors be 
encouraged, their Diligence, which can only be ſupported 
by Health, will quickly languiſh ; every Day will-diminiſh 
the Numbers of the Manufacturers and by Conſequence aug- 
ment the Price of Labour ; thoſe who continue to follow their 
Employments, will be partly enervated by Corruption, and 
partly made wanton by the Plenty which the Advancement 
of their Wages will afford them, and partly by the Know- 
ledge that no Degree of Negligence will deprive them of 
that Employment in which there will be none to ſucceed 
them. All our Commodities, therefore, will be wrought 
with leſs Care and at a higher Price, and therefore will be 
rejefted at Foreign Markets in favour of thoſe which other 
-— will exhibit of more Value, and yet at a lower 
ate. oy . 
No ſooner, my Lords, will this Bill make Drunkenneſs 
unexpenſive and commodious, no ſooner will Shops be * | 
e 


Ul 


| ( 356 } 
An. 16. Geo, II. ed in every Corner of the Streets, in every petty Village and 

1742. in every obſcure Cellar for the Retail of theſe Liquors, than 

— — the Work- rooms will be forſaken, when the Artificer has by 

the Labour of a ſmall Part of the Day procured what will he 

ſufficient to intoxicate him for the remaining Hours; for be 

| | will hold it ridiculous to waſte any Part of his Life in ſuper. 
7 fluous Diligence, and will readily aflign to Merriment and 


N | ; Frolicks that Time which he now ſpends in uſeful Occupz. 
_ tions. * 12 | | ne 
= But ſuch is the Quality of theſe Liquors, that he will 


| not long be able to divide his Life between Labour and De. 
_ ; bauchery, he will ſoon find himſelf diſabled by his Exceſſe 


j 1 from the Proſecution of his Work; and thoſe Shops which 
= were before abandoned for the Sake of Pleaſure, will ſoon 
= be made deſolate by Sickneſs ; thoſe who were before. idle, 
: | will become diſeaſed, and either periſh by untimely Deaths, 


_ or languiſh in Miſery and Want, an uſeleſs Burthen to the 
1 Publick. lan # | 
8 Nor, my Lords, will the Nation only ſuffer by the De. 

duction of ſuch Numbers from uſeful Employments, but by 
* the Addition of great Multitudes to thoſe who muſt be ſup- 
i ported by the Charity of the Publick. The Manufacturer, 


, who by the Uſe of Spirituous Liquors weakens his Limbs or 
= - deſtroys his Health, at once takes from the Community to 
= w hich he belongs, a Member, by which the common Stock 


was encreaſed ; and by leaving a helpleſs Family behind bim, 
encreaſes the Burthen which the common Stock muſt nece{- 
ſarily ſupport. And the Trader or Husbandman is obliged 
to pay more towards the Maintenance of the Poor, by the. 
ſame Accident which diminiſhes his Trade or his Harveſt, 
which takes away Part of the Aſſiſtance which he received, 
and raiſes the Price of the reſt. | 

© That theſe Liquors, my Lords, Liquors of which the 
Strength is heighten'd by Diſtillation, have a natural Ten- 
dency to inflame the Blood, to conſume the vital Juices, de- 
ſtroy the Force of the Veſſels, contract the Nerves, and 
weaken the Sinews ; that they not only diſorder the Mind 
for a Time, but by a frequent Uſe precipitate old Age, exal- 
perate Diſeaſes, and multiply and encreaſe all the Infirmities 
to which the Body of Man is liable, is generally known to 
all whoſe Regard to their own Health, or Study to preſerve 
that of others, has at any Time engaged them in ſuch In- | 
quiries; and would have been more clearly explained to | 
your Lordſhips, had the learned Phyſicians been ſuffered to 
have given their Opinions on this Subject, as was yeſterday 


propoſed. 
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nd Why that Propoſal was rejected, my Lerds, for what An. 16. Geo, Ih 
lan Reaſon, in the Diſcuſſion of ſo important a Queſtion, any 1742. 


by Kind of Evidence was refuſed, Poſterity will find it difficult 
to explain, without imputing to your Lordſhips ſuch Motives | 
as, I hope, will never operate in this Hogſe, It will be, . 
perhaps, thought that the Danger was generally known, 
though not acknowledged, and that thoſe who reſolved to 
| paſs the Bill, had no other Care than to obſtruct ſuch Infor- 
mations as might prove to Mankind that they were incited 
by other Deſigns than that of promoting the publick God. 
It is not, however, neceſſary that any very curious Inquiries 
ſhould be made for the Diſcovery of that which indeed can- 
not be concealed, and which every Man has = Opportunity 
of remarking that paſſes thro' the Streets. Yo 
« So publick, ſo enormous, and ſo pernicious has been this 
dreadful Method of Debauchery, that it has excited and baf- 
fled the Diligence of the Magiſtrates, who have ęndeavour- 
ed to ſtop its Progreſs or hinder its Effects. They found their 
Ne Efforts ineffectual, and their Diligence not only not uſeful to 
by the Publick, but dangerous to themſelves. They quickly 
Ip" experienced, my Lords, the Folly of thoſe Laws which pu- 


S S F MASS 


SEN 


er, ni Crimes inſtead of preventing them; they found that le- 
ar gal Authority had little Influence, when oppoſed to the Mad- 
t0 neſs of Multitudes intoxicated with Spirits, and that the 
ck Voice of Juſtice was but very little heard amidſt the Cla- 
m, mours of Riot and Drunkenneſs. | | 

e We live, my Lords, in a Nation, where the Effects of 
ed irong Liquors have been for a long Time too well known; 
he we know that they produce in almolt- every one a high Opi- 
, dion of his own Merit; that they blow the latent Sparks of 
d, Pride into Flame, and therefore deſtroy all yoluntary Submiſ- 


hon; they put an End to Subordination, and raiſe every 
ke Man to an Equality with his Maſter. | 


. Pride, my Lords, is the Parent and Foſterer of Reſent- 
le. ment; for this Reaſon, Men are almoſt always inclined, in 
nd their Debauches, to Quarrels and to Blood-ſhed ; they think 
nd more highly of their own Merit, and therefore more readily 
al- conclude themſelves injured ; they are wholly diveſted of 
les Fear, inſenſible of preſent Danger, ſuperior to all Authori- 
W ty, and therefore thoughtleſs of future Puniſhment: And 
Ve what then can hinder them from expreſſing their Reſentment 
in- with the moſt offenſive Freedom, or purſuing their Revenge 
to with the moſt daring Violence. | | 
to Thus, my Lords, are forgotten Diſputes often reviv'd, 
| and after having been long reconciled, are at laſt terminated 
by Blows ; thus are Lives deſtroy'd upon the moſt trifling 
by | Occa- 
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An. 16. Geo, II. Occaſions, upon Provocations often imaginary, upon chime- 


rical Points of Honour, where be who gave the Offence, per- 
haps without Deſign, ſupports it only becauſe he has given 
it; and he who reſents it, purſues. his Reſentment only be- 
cauſe he will not acknowledge his Miſtake. _ 3 786 on 

Thus are Lives loſt, my Lords, at a Time, when thoſe 
who ſet them to Hazard, are without Conſciouſneſs of their 
Value, without Senſe of the Laws which they violate, and 
without Regard to any Motives but the immediate Influence 
of Rage and Malice. | 128 79 

* When we conſider, my Lords, theſe Effects of Drun- 
kenneſs, it can be no Subject of Wonder, that the Magiſtrate 
finds himſelf. overborne by a Multitude united againſt him, 
ard united by general Debauchery. Government, my Lords, 
ſubſiſts upon Reverence; and what Reverence can be paid to 
the Laws, by a Crowd, of which every Man is exalted by 
the Enchantment of thoſe intoxicating Spirits, to the Inde- 
pendence of a Monarch, the Wiſdom of a Legiſlator, and 
the Intrepidity of a Hero ? When every Man thinks thoſe 
Laws oppreſſive that oppoſe the Execution of. his preſent In- 
tentions, and conſiders every Magiſtrate as his Perſecutor and 


* Laws, my Lords, ſuppoſe Reaſon ; for who ever at- 
tempted to reſtrain any but Beaſts by Force ; and, therefore, 
thoſe that propoſe the Promotion of publick Happineſs 
which can be produced only by an exact Conformity to good 
Laws, ought to endeavour to preſerve what may properly 
be called the Publick Reaſon. They ought to prevent a ge- 
neral Depravation of the Faculties of thoſe whoſe Benefit 1s 
intended, and whoſe Obedience is required ; they ought to 
take Care that the Laws may be known, for how elſe can 
they be obſerved ? And how can they be known, or at leaſt, 


how can they be remembered in the Heats of Drunkenneſs ? 


That the Laws are univerſally neglected and. defied 
2mong the lower Claſs of Mankind, among thoſe whoſe 
Want of the Lights of Knowledge and Inſtruction makes 
poſitive and compulſory Directions more neceſſary for the 
Regulation of their Conduct, is apparent from the“ Repre- 
ſentation of the Magiſtrates, in which the general Diſorders 
of this great City, the open Wickedneſs, the daring Inſo- 
lence, and unbounded Licentiouſneſs of the common People, 
is very juſtly deſcribed. | 

* Their Wickedneſs and Inſolence, my Lords, bs 

uc 


* The Remonſtrances of the Juſtices of Peace for Weſtminſter, 
againſt the Uſe of Spirituous Liquors, Anno 1736, 4 


Qt 359 ) 3 
ſuch, that Order is almoſt at an End, Rank no longer eon An. 26. Geb. H. 7 


fers Reſpect, nor does Dignity afford Security. The ſame 


Confidence produces Inſults and Robberies ; and that Inſen- * 


ſibility with which Debauchery arms the Mind equally 
againſt Fear and Pity aggravates the Guilt of Robbery with 
greater Crimes; thoſe Who are ſo unhappy as to fall into the 
Hands of Thieves, heated by Spirits into Madmen, ſeldom 
eſcape without ſuffering greater Cruelties than the Loſs of 
Money. | Dada! 5 | ae | 

' 25 the Uſe of theſe poiſonous Draughts quickly de- 


bilitates the Limbs, and deſtroys the Strength of the Body; 


how far this may impair our Manufactures, weaken our 
Armies, and diminiſh' our Commerce; how it may reduce 
our Fleets to an empty Show, and enable our Enemies to 


triumph in the Field, or our Rivals to ſupplant us in the 


Market, can ſcarcely, my Lords, come under Conſideration, 
when we reflect how Debauchery operates upon the Morals. 
It is happy, my Lords, that thoſe who are inclined to 
Miſchief, are diſabled in a ſhort Time from executing their 
Intentions, by the ſame Cauſes which excite them. It is 
happy, my Lords, that what is thus violent, cannot be laſt. 
ing, that thoſe Lives which are employed in Miſchief, are ge- 
nerally ſhort, and that ſince it is the Quality of this malignant 
Liquor to corrupt the Mind, it likewiſe deſtroys the Body. 
But this Effect, my Lords, is not conſtant or regular. 
Men ſometimes continue for many Years, to ſupply the Ex- 
pences of Drunkenneſs by Rapine, and to exaſperate the 
Fury of Rapine by Drunkenneſs. And, therefore, tho” 


there could be any one ſo regardleſs of the Happineſs of 


Mankind, as to look, without Concern, upon them who 


thus hurry themſelves to the Grave, he may yet be incited 


by his own Intereſt to prevent the Progreſs of this Practice; 
a Pratice which tends to the Subverſion of all Order in So- 
ciety. It is well known, my Lords, that rublick Happi- 
neſs muſt be in a ſtated Proportion to publick Virtue ; that 
mutual Truſt is the Cement of Society, and that no Man can 
be truſted, but as he is reputed honeſt. To promote Truſt, 
my Lords, is the apparent 'Tendency of all Laws. When 
the Tyes of Morality are enforced by penal Sanctions, 
Men are more afraid to violate them, and, therefore, are 
trulled with leſs Danger; but when they no longer fear the 
Law, they are to be reſtrained only by their Conſciences ; 
and if neither Law nor Conſcience has any Influence upon 
their ConduR, they are only a Herd of wild Beaſts, let 
looſe to prey upon each other. 


Thus, my Lords, will all Authority ceaſe, Property 


will 


* 
; 
Y 
b 


n r — ID — — — 
VVT _—_ 
— - — 1. TS — — P ho. . . " 2 * e "ti: - | — — = 


2242 1 82 9 ä — 5 2 4 r 23 2.42 — 
— ET E Fonz wag ae” * er en "i RET. i 
Wo _ Rees . ao rat 2.” r ²³˙ ĩÜõ²ð⁵14 ůdwñtLrĩ̃⁊ʒ ] ˙wu nr EY Ate ae Feat» ae a 
- a _ —— — — 
* 


Nr 


_ 
Ta 4 5 — 9 e 2 a n x 22 N 8 n 
r 2 5 e r W CERES EPF 5 

. 2 2 — — 3 . P 


DEW En — * - 5 
b — F II w$- > — - - 
PEE =; AE ³˙ Q A 
— * . e © 4 DLL WE ao Fg + > - 
— — 2 2 — eRE — - 2 ol 


. 


* 
125 
; 


An. 16. Geo, II. will become dangerous to him that poſſeſſes it, and Confuſion 
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will overſpread the whole Community; nor can it be eaſily 
conceived, by the moſt extenſive Comprehenſion, how far 
the Miſchiefs may ſpread, or where the Chain of deſtructive 
Conſequences will end. | {7 $645 125] Sarge: 
If we conſider our Fleet or our Army, my Lords, it is 
apparent, that neither Obedience nor Fidelity. can be ex 


pected from Men upon whom all the I yes of Morality, and 


all the Sanctions of Law have loſt their Influence; they will 
mutiny without Fear, and deſert without Scruple, and upon 
the leaſt Provocation, turn upon thoſe by whom they ought 
to be governed. 0 vor N 7 
But Drunkenneſs, my Lords, not only corrupts Men, 
by taking away the Senſe of thoſe Reſtraints by which they 
are generally kept in Awe, and witheld from the Perpe- 


tration of Villanies, but by ſuperadding the Temptations 


of Poverty; Temptations not eaſily to be reſiſted, even by 
thoſe whoſe Eyes are open to the Conſequences of their Ac- 
tions, and which, therefore, will certainly prevail qver thoſe 
whole Apprehenſions are laid aſleep, and who never extend 
their Views beyond the Gratification of the preſent Mo- 


ment. | „ e 
* Drunkenneſs, my Lords, is the Parent of Idleneſs; for 


no Man can apply himſelf to the Buſineſs of his Trade, 


when he is drunk. Part of his Time is ſpent in Jollity, 
and Part in Imbecillity ; when he is amidſt his Companions 
he is too gay to think of the Conſequences of neglecting his 
Employment; and when he has overburthened himſelf with 
Liquor, he is too feeble and too ſtupid to follow it. + 
Poverty, my Lords, is the Offspring of Idleneſs, as 
Tdleneſs of Drunkenneſs ; the Drunkard's Work is little and 


his Expences are great; and, therefore, he muſt ſoon ſee 


his Family diſtreſſed, and his Subſtance reduced to nothing ; 
and, ſurely, my Lords, it needs not much Sagacity to dil- 
cover what will be the Conſequence of Poverty produced by 
Vice. 80 
It is not to be expected, my Lords, that a Man thus 
corrupted will be warned by the Approach of Miſery ; that 
ne will recolle& his Underſtanding, and awaken his Atten- 
tion; that he will apply himſelf to his Buſineſs with new 
Diligence; endeavour to recover, by an Encreaſe of Appli- 
cation, what he has loſt by Inattention; and make the Re. 
membrance of his former Vices, and the Difficalties and 
Diſeaſes which they brought upon him, an Incitement to 
his Induſiry, a Confirmation of his Reſolution, and a Sup- 
port to his Virtue. 
| „That 
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That this is, indeed, poſſible, I do not intend to deny; 
but the bare Poſſibility of an Event ſo deſireable, is the ut- 


molt that can be admitted; For it can ſcarcely be expected, 


that any Man ſhould be able to break through all the Ob- 


8 
An. 16. Geo. II. 
1742. 


ſtacles that will obſtruct his Return to Honeſty and Wiſ- 


dom; his Companions will endeavour to continue the infa- 
tuating Amuſements which have fo long deluded him; his 
Appetite will aſſiſt their Solicitations, the Deſire of preſent 
Eaſe, by which all Mankind are ſometimes led afide from 
Virtue, . will operate with unuſual Strength; ſince, to re- 
trieve his Miſconduct, he myſt not only deny himſelf the 
Pleaſure which he has ſo long indulged, but muſt bear the 
full View of his Diſtreſs from which he will naturally turn 
aſide his Eyes. The general Difficulty of Reformation will 
incline him to ſeek for Eaſe by any other Means, and to de- 
lay that Amendment which he knows to be neceſſary, from 
Hour to Hour, and from Day to Day, till his Reſolutions 
are too much weakened to prove of any Effect, and his Ha- 
bits confirmed beyond Oppoſition. - 

At length, Neceſſity, immediate Neceſſity, preſſes up- 
on him; his Family is made clamorous by Want, and his 
Calls of Nature and of Luxury are equally importunate; he 


has now loſt his Credit in the World, and none will employ 


him, becauſe none will truſt him; or Employment cannot 
immediately be, perhaps, obtained becauſe his Place has for 
a long Time been ſupplied by others. And, even if he could 


obtain a Re- admiſſion to his former Buſineſs, his Wants are 


now too great and too preſſing to be ſupplied. by the ſlow Me- 
thods of regular Induſtry ; he muſt repair his Loſſes by more 
efficacious Expedients, and muſt find ſome Methods of Ac» 
3 by which the Importunity of his Creditors may be 

ufied, , | 

* Induſtry is now, by long Habits of Idleneſs, become 
almoſt Impracticable; His Attention having been long a- 
muſed by pleaſing Objects, and diſſipated by Jollity and 
Merriment, is not readily recalled to a Taſk. which is un- 
pleaſing, becauſe it is enjoined ; and his Limbs enervated by 
hot and ſtrong Liquors, of the moſt pernicious Kind, cannot 
ſupport the Fatigues neceſlary in the Practice of his Trade. 


What was once wholſome Exerciſe is now unſupportable Fa- 


tigue ; and he has not now Time to habituate himſelf by 
Degrees to that Application which he has ſo long intermitted. 

In this State, my Lords, he eaſily perſuades himſelf, 
that his Condition is deſperate, that no legal Methods will 
relieve him ; and that therefore he has nothing to hope but 
from the Efforts of Deſpair. Theſe Thoughts are quickly 

Vor. VIII. Parts: Pp 0 cen· 
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An. 16. Geo. II. confirmed by his Companions, whom the ſame MiſconduR 
4 has reduced to the ſame Diſtreſs, and who have already tris | 
ed the Pleaſures of being ſupported by the Labour of others. 
They do not fail to explain to him the Poſſibility of fadden 
Affluence, and at worſt to celebrate the Satisfaction of ſhort- 
lived Merriment. He, therefore, engages with them in 
their nocturnal Expeditions ; An Aſſociation of Wickedneſi 
is formed, and that Man, who before he taſted this infatuat- 
ing Liquor, contributed every Day, by honeſt Labour, to 
the Happineſs or Convenience of Life, who ſupported his 
Family in decent Plenty, and was himſelf at Eaſe, becomes 
at once miſerable and wicked; he is deteſted as a Nuiſance 


— — — — p — 


by the Community, and hunted by the Officers of Juſtice; | 

| nor has Mankind any thing now to wiſh or hope with Re | 
| gard to him, but that by his ſpeedy Deſtruction, the Setu- | 

rity of the Roads may be reſtored, and the Tranquility of | 

the Night be freed from the Alarms of Robbery and Murder, | 

* Theſe, my Lords, are the Conſequences which peceſſari- | 

ly enſue from the Uſe of thoſe perniciots, thoſe infatuating { 


Spirits, which have juſtly alarmed every Man whom Pleaſure 

or Sloth has not wholly engroſſed, and who has ever looked 6 

upon the various Scenes of Life with that Attention which | 

their Importance demand. on oh he 
Among theſe, my Lords, the Clergy have diſtinguiſhed 

themſelves by a zealous Oppoſition to this growing Evil, and ( 

have warned their Hearers with the warmeſt Concern againf 


the Miſery and Wickedneſs which muſt always be the Atten- 
dants or the Followers of Drunkenneſs. One among them, c 
whoſe Merit has raiſed him to a“ Seat in this auguſt Aﬀem- k 
bly, and whoſe Inſtructions are enforced by the Sanctity of his l 
Life, in a very pathetical Manner laments that ſo much Aft I 
and Skill have been uſed of late Years to make Drunkennefs } 
the cheapeſt of all Vices. This Remark is in his excellent f 


Diſcourſe on the Infirmary of this City, where he has ob- n 
ſerved with too much Juſtneſs, that the loweſt of the People 

are, therefore, univerſally infected with this Vice, and that e 
Neceſſity itſelf is become Luxurious. 790" 60 RY g 


Here his Lordſhip read the Repreſentation of the College if of 
Phyficians in the Tear 1736, and the following Preamble to n 
the AR of the gth of bis preſent Majefly. wit. © Oe, 

* Whereas the drinking of Spirituous Liquors or Strong Wa- 5. 
ters is become very common, eſpecially among the People uf 
« lower and inferior Rank, the conflant and exceſſive Ul 
: Tw or 
n 5 4.2930 4 8 L 1032 v8 bo the A 
Dr Tnomas SHERLQCEK, Biſhop of Saliſbury, in his Sermon 
Eenefit of the Weſtminſter Infumary, | 
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— tends greatly to the DeftruBion of their regs; An. 16. Geo, It, 


rendering them unfit for uſeful Labour and Buſineſs, de- 
' bauching their Morals, and inciting them to perpetrate all 
Vices; and the ill Conſequences of the exceſſive Uſe of ſueb 


© Liquors are not confined to the preſent Generation, but er- 
* tend to future Ages, and tend to the Devaſiation and Ruin of 


* this Kingdom : For R Many thereof way it plea fe 7 ur 
* moſt Excellent Majefy, &e.*7 577 


Then his Lordſhip went on to the following Ef 
My Lords, * 
Many other Authorities might be produced, ad ke" o- 
thers J have now in my Hand, but the Recital of them would 
waſte the Day to no Purpoſe, for ſurely it is not neceſſary 
to ſhew by a long Deduction of Authorities the Guilt of 
Drunkenneſs, or to prove that it weakens the Body, or that 
it depraves the Mind; that it makes Mankind too feeble for 
Labour, too indolent for Application, too ſtupid for Ingenui- 
ty, and too daring for the Peace of Society. | 
* This ſurely, my Lords, is, therefore; a Vice, which 


ought with the utmoſt Care to be diſcouraged by thoſe whoſe 
Birth or Station has "conferred upon them the Province of 


watching over the publick Happineſs ; and which ſurely no 
Proſpect of preſent Advantage, no Arguments of political 
Convenience, will prevail upon this Houſe to promote. 

© That the natural and evident Tendency of this Bill is the 
Propagation of Drunkenneſs, cannot be denied, when it is' 
conſidered, that it will encreaſe the Temptations to it by ma- 
king that Liquor, which is the Favourite of the common 
Pcople, more common, by multiplying the Places at Which 
it is fold ; ſo that none can want an. Opportunity of 
yielding to any ſudden Impulſe of his Appetites, which will 
ſolicit him more powerfully and more inceſſantly as they are' 
more frequently and more eaſily gratified. . 

In Defence of a Bill like this, my Lords, it might be 
expected, that, at leaſt, many ſpecious Arguments ſhould be 
offered. It may be juſtly hoped that no Man will riſe up in 
Oppoſition to all Laws of Heaven and Earth, to the Wiſdom 
of all Legiſlators, and the Experience of every human Be- 
ing; without having formed ſuch a Train of Arguments as 
will not eaſily be diſconcerted, or having formed, at leaſt, 
ſuch a Chain of Pry as cannot be broken but with Dit- 


a ficulty. 


And yet, my Lords, whit [ * what * been 
offered by all who have hitherto appeared either in public 
n orcin private Converſation, as Advocates for this. 
Pp 2 | __ 
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An. 16. Geo. II. Bill, I can ſcarcely believe, that they perceive themſelves any 


799+ 


Force in their own Arguments; and am inclined to conclude, 


that they ſpeak only to avoid the Imputation of being able to 


ſay nothing in Defence of their own Scheme; that their 
Hope is not to convince by their Reaſons, but to overpower 
by their Numbers; that they are themſelves influenced not 
by Reaſon but by Neceſſity ; and that they only 


encourage 
Luxury, becauſe Money is to be raiſed for the Execution of 


their Schemes ; and they imagine, that the People will pay 
more chearfully for Libercy to indulge their Appetites, than 
for any other Enjoyment. ET 

* The Arguments which have been offered, my Lords, in 
Vindication of this Bill, or, at leaſt, which I have hitherto 
heard, are only two, and thoſe two ſo unhappily aſſociated, 
that they deſtroy each other; whatever ſhall be urged to en- 
force the ſecond, muſt in the ſame Proportion invalidate the 
firſt, and whoever ſhall aſſert that the firſt is true, mult ad- 
mit that the ſecond is falſe. + ies 

« Theſe Poſitions, my Lords, the unlucky Poſitions which 
are laid down by the Defenders of this pernicious Bill, are, 
that it will ſupply the Neceſſities of the Government with a 
very large ſtanding Revenue, on the Credit of which, 
ſtrengthened by the additional Security of the Sinking Fund, 
a Sum will be advanced ſufficient to ſupport the Expences of 
a Foreign War; and that at the ſame Time it will leſſen the 
Conſumption of the Liquors from whence this Duty is to 
ariſe. | 
© By what Arts of political Reaſoning theſe Propoſitions 
are to be reconciled, I am not able to diſcover. It appears 
evident, my Lords, that large Revenues can only be raiſed by 
the Sale of large Quantities ; and that larger Quantities will 
in reality be ſold, as the Price is little or nothing raiſed and 
the Venders are greatly encreaſed. | 

If this will not be the Effect, my Lords, and if this 
Effect is not expected, why is this Bill propoſed as ſufficient 
to raiſe the immenſe Sums which our preſent Exigences re- 
quire. Can Duties be paid without Conſumption of the 
Commodity on which they are laid; and is there any other 
Uſe of Spirituous Liquors than that of drinking them ? 

« Surely, my Lords, it is not Qed, that any Argu- 
ments ſhould be admitted in this Houle without Examination 3 
and yet it might be huſtly imagined, that this Aſſertion could 
only be offered in full Confidence of an implicite Reception, 
and this Tenet be propoſed: only to thoſe who had reſigned 
their Underſtandings to the Dictates of the Miniſtry ; for it 
ts implied in this Poſition, that the Plenty of a Oniniſhs 

| miniſhes 


*. 


BeERSEEGHY 


% 


( 365 ) | 


diminiſmes the Demand for it; and that the more freely it is An. 16. Ges. II. 
fold, the leſs it will be bought. It implies, that Men will 1742 


lay voluntary Reftraints upon themſelves, in Proportion as 
they are indulged by their Governors ; and that all prohibi- 
tory Laws tend to the Promotions of the Practices which they 
condemn 3; it implies, that a Stop can only be put to Forni- 
cation by encreafing the Number of Proſtitutes, and that 
Theft is only to be reſtrained by leaving your Doors open. 
© I am, for my Part, conviticed, that Drunkards as well 
as Thieves are made by Opportanity ; and that no Man will 
deny himſelf what he defires, merely becauſe it is allowed him 
by the Laws of his Country. „ | 
This, my Lords, is ſo evident, that I ſhall no longer 
dwell upon the Aſſertion, that the unbounded Liberty of re- 
tailing Spirits will make Spirits leſs uſed in the Nation: But 
ſhall examine the ſecond Argument, and copfider how far it 
is HO or proper to raife Supplies by a Tax upon Drunk- 
enneſs. | 
That large Sums will be raiſed by the Bill, to which the 
Conſent of your Lorddipt lw now required, I can readily ad- 
mit, becauſe the Conſumption: of Spirits will certainly be 
greater, and the Licences taken for retailing them ſo numer- 
ous, that a much lower Duty than is propoſed will amount 
yearly to a very large Sum; for if the Pleaſure of Drunken- 


| neſs can be more cheaply obtained by buying Spirits than Ale, 


when both are to be found at the ſame Place, it is eaſy to ſee 
which will be preferred ; this Argument, therefore, is irre- 
fragable, and may be urged in Favour of the Bill without 
Danger of Confutation. | | 

But, my Lords, it is the Buſineſs of Governors not ſa 
much to drain the Purſes, as to regulate the Morals of 
the People ; not only to raiſe Taxes, but to levy them in 
ſuch a Manner, as may be leaſt burthenſome ; and to apply 
them to Parpoſes which may be moſt uſeful, not to raiſe 
Money by corrupting the Nation, that it may be ſpent in 
inſlaving it. | | 

It has been mentioned by a very celebrated Writer “, as 
2 rational Practice in the Exerciſe of Government, to tax 
ſuch Commodities as were abuſed to the Encreaſe of Vice, 
that Vice may be diſcouraged by being made more expenſive ; 
and thereby the Community in time be ſet free from it : But 
the Tax which 1s now propoſed, my Lords, is of a different 
Kind ; it is a Tax laid upon Vice, indeed, but it is to ariſe 
from the Licences granted to Wickedneſs ; and its Conſe- 
quences muſt be the Encreaſe of Debauchery, not the Re- 

Fs 1% ſtraint. 
* Dr Davenant in his Eſſay on Ways and Means, 
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An. 16. Geo. II. "RY It is a Tax which will be readily pai pd e it 


will be little felt ; and becauſe it will be little f 


t, it is hop- 


— ed, that Multitudes will ſubje& themſelves to it. 


g * The Act which is now to be repealed was, indeed, ofa 
very different Nature, though perhaps not free from very jult 
Objections. It had this Advantage, at leaſt, that ſo far 38 
it was put in Execution, it obſtructed Drunkenneſs ; J nor has 


the Examination of the Officers of Exciſe * diſcovered any 


Imperfection in the Law); for it has only failed, becauſe it 
was timorouſly or negligently executed. 
* Why it was not vigorouſly and diligently enforced, | 


have never yet been able to diſcover. If the Magiſtrates were 


threatened by the Populace, the Neceſſity of ſuch Laws was 
more plainly proved; for what juſtifies the Severity of Co- 
ercion but the Prevalence of the Crime? And what may not 
be feared from Crowds intoxicated with Spirits, whoſe Inſo- 
lence and Fury is . already ſuch that they dare to threaten 
the Government by which they are debarred the Uſe of them? 
This, my Lords, is a Reflection that ought not to. be 
paſſed ſlightly over. The Nature of our Conſtitution, happy 
as it is, muſt be acknowledged to produce this Inconvenience 
that it inclines the common People. to Turbulence and. Sedi- 
tion; the Nature of Spirituous Liquors is ſuch that they in- 
flame theſe Diſpoſitions already too much predominant, and 
et the Turbulence of the People is made a Reaſon for licenſ- 
ing Drunkenneſs, and allowing without Limitation the Sale 
of thoſe 5 by which that Turbulence muſt be certainly 
encreaſed 
It may be perhaps urged (for, indeed, I know not what 
elſe can be decently alledg'd) that there is a Neceſſity of rail. 
ing Money ; that no other Method can be invented ; and 
that therefore this ought not to be oppoſed. 
I know, my Lords, that Miniſters generally cont; as 


the Teſt of each Man's Loyalty the Readineſs with which he 


concurs with them in their Schemes for raiſing Money ; and 
that they think all Oppoſition to theſe Schemes which are cal- 


culated for the Support of the Government, the Effect of a 


criminal Diſaffection; that they always think it a ſufficient 
Vindication of any Law, that it will bring in very large 
Sums; and that they think no Meaſures pernicious, nor Laws 
dangerous, by which the Revenue is not impaired. 

© If Government was inſtituted only to raiſe Money, theſe 


Miniſterial, Schemes of Policy would be without Exception; 


nor could it be denied that the preſent Miniſters ſhew, 
themſelves by this Expedient uncommon Maſters of their 
e 


See before, P. 3 52. 
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Virtue, af which Happineſs is the Cbnſequence ; and therefore 
to ſupport, Government by propagating Vice, is to. ſupport 
it by Means which deſtroy the Eud for which it was origi- 
rally eſtabliſhed, and for which alone its Continuance is to be 
deſi red. n 96-4 TIT HE | , 

If Money, therefore, cannot be, raiſed but by this Bill; 
if the Expences of the Government cannot be, defrayed but 


by corrupting the Morals of the People, I ſhall without 


Scruple declare, that Money ought not to be raiſed, nor the 
Deſigns of the Government ſupported ; becauſe. the People. 
can ſuffer nothing from the Failure of publick Meaſures, ar 
even from the Diſſolution of the Government itſelf,, which 
will be.equally.to be dreaded or avoided with an. univerſal 
Depravity of Morals. Even the Inſolence of a Foreign Con- 
queror can _inflit nothing more ſevere than the Diſeaſes. 
which Debauchery produces; nor can any thing, be feared 
from the Diſorders of Anarchy more. calamitous than the 
Miſeries which muſt enſue to each Individual from univerſal, 
Wicked fs north ntfs nt en EIS 2s 
soch, my Lords, is the Expedient by which we are now 
about to raiſe the Supplies for the preſent Year ;, and ſuch is 
the new Method of Taxation which the Sagacity of our Mi- 
niters has luckily diſcovered. . A Foreign War is to be ſup- 
ported by the Deſtruction of our People at home; and the 
Revenue of the Government to be improved by the Decay of 
our Manufactures. We are to owe henceforward our Power 
to epidemical Diſeaſes, our Wealth to the Decline of our 
Commerce, and our Security to Riot and to Tumult. 


IYw * * 


ought well to be regarded, be fore we ſuffer this Bill to paſs. 
Many Laws are merely experimental, and have been made, 
not becauſe the Legiſlature thought them indiſputably proper, 
but becauſe no better could at that time be ſtrack out; and 
becauſe the Arguments, in their Favour appeared ſtronger than 
thoſe againſt them, . or becauſe the Queſtions to which they 


There is E another Conſideration, my Lords, which 
De 


related were ſo dark and intricate, that nothing was to be 
determined with Certainty, and no other Method could, 


therefore, be followed, but that of making the firſt Attempts 
at hazard, and correcting thoſe Errors, or ſupplying thoſe 
Defects which might hereafter be diſcovered by thoſe Lights 
which Time ſhould afford. 
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Though I am far from thinking, my Lords, that the 


Queſtion relating to the Effects of this Law, is either doubt - 
ſul or obſcure; though I am certain that the Means of re- 


forming the Vice which its Advocates pretend it deſigned to 
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will be little felt; and becauſe it will be littl telt, it is hop 


— ed, that Multitudes will ſubje&t themſelves to it. 5 


* The Act which is now to be repealed was, indeed, ofa 
very different Nature, though perhaps not free from yery jul 
Objections. It had this Advantage, at leaſt, that ſo far a5 
it was put in Execution, it obſtructed Dcunkennefs ; 3.,nor has 
the Examination of the Officers of Exciſe * diſcovered any 
Imperfection in the Law); for it has only failed, becauſe | it 
was timorouſly or negligently. executed. 

Why it was not vigoroully and diligently enfarced, 
have never yet been able to diſcover. If the Magiſtrates, were 
threatened by the Populace, the Neceſlity of ſuch Laws was 
more plainly proved ; for. what juſtifies the Severity of Co- 
ercion but the Prevalence of the Crime? And what may not 
be feared from Crowds intoxicated with Spirits, whoſe Inſo- 
lence and Fury is already ſuch that they dare to threaten 
the Government by which they are debarred the Uſe of them? 
This, my Lords, is a Reflection that ought not to be 
paſſed lightly over. The Nature of bur Conſtitution, happy 
as it is, muſt be acknowledged to produce this Inconvenience 
that it inclines the common People. to Turbulence and Sedi- 
tion ; the Nature of Spirituous Liquors is ſuch that they in- 
flame theſe Diſpofitions already too much predominant, and 

et the Turbulence of the People is made a Reaſon for licen(- 

ing Drunkenneſs, and allowing without Limitation the Sale 
of thoſe Spirits by which that Turbulence muſt be certainly 
encreaſed! 
It may be perhaps urged (for, [7 en I . not what 
elſe can be decently alledg'd) that there is a Neceſſity of rail- 
ing Money; that no other Method can be invented; and 
that therefore this ought not to be oppoſed. 

I know, my Lords, that Miniſters generally opted 
the Teſt of each Man's Loyalty the Readineſs with which. he 
concurs with them in their Schemes for raiſing Money; and 

that they think all Oppoſition to theſe Schemes which are cal- 
culated for the Support of the Government, the Effect of a 
criminal Diſaffection; that they always think it a ſufficient 
Vindication of any Law, that it will bring in very large 
Sums ; and that they think no Meaſures pernicious, nor Laws 
dangerous, by which the Revenue is not impaired. 

If Government was inſtituted only to raiſe Money, theſe 
Miniſterial, Schemes of Policy would be without Exception; 
nor could it be denied that the preſent Miniſters, ſhew 
themſelves by this Expedient Uncommon Maſters of their 
Profeflion, 


See before, P. 352. 
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Virtue, of which Happineſs is the Cbnſequence; and therefore 


to ſupport, Government by propagating Vice, is to ſupport = 


it by Means which deſtroy the Eud for which it was origi- 
nally eſtabliſhed, and for which alone its Continuance is to be 
deine Henne 2s ET | 
If Money, therefore, cannot be raiſed but by this Bill; 
if the Expences of the Government cannot be. defrayed but 
by corrupting the Morals of the People, I ſhall, without 
Scruple declare, that Money ought not to be raiſed, nor the 
Deſigns of ; the Government ſupported ; becauſe. the People, 
can ſuffer nothing from the Failure of publick Meaſures, ar 
even from the Diſſolution of the Government itſelf,, which 
will be equally to be dreaded or avoided with an univerſal 
Depravity of Morals. Even the Inſolence of a Foreign Con- 
queror can inflict nothing more ſevere than the Diſeaſes 
which Debauchery produces; nor can any thing be feared 
ſtom the Diſorders of Anarchy more calamitous than the 
Miſeries which muſt enſue to each Individual from univerſal 
Wicked „ . 
* Such, my Lords, is the Expedient by which we are now 
about to raiſe the Supplies for the preſent Year ;. and ſuch is 
the new Method of Taxation which the Sagacity of our Mi- 
niſters has luckily diſcovered. . A Foreign War is to be ſup- 
ported by the Deſtruction of our People at home; and the 
Revenue of the Government to be improved by the Decay of 
our Manufactures. We are to owe henceforward our Power 
to epidemical Diſeaſes, our Wealth to the Decline of our 
Commerce, and our Security to Riot and to Tumult. 
© There is yet another Conſideration, my. Lords which 
ought well Ky regarded, before we ſuffer this Bill to pals. 
Many Laws are merely experimental, and have been made, 
not becauſe the Legiſlature thought them indiſputably proper, 
but becauſe no better could at that time be ſtruck out; and 
becauſe the Arguments in their Favour appeared ſtronger than 
thoſe againſt them, or becauſe the Queſtions to which they 
related were ſo dark and intricate, that nothing was to be 
determined with Certainty, and no other Method. could, 
therefore, 'be followed, but that of making the firſt Attempts 
at hazard, and. correcting thoſe Errors, or ſupplying thoſe 
Defects which might hereafter be diſcovered by thoſe Lights 
which Time ſhould afford. | | 


Though I am far from thinking, my Lords, that the 
Queſtion relating to the Effects of this Law, is either doubt- 
ſul or obſcure; though I am certain that the Means of re- 
forming the Vice which its Advocates pretend it deſigned to 
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(96803: A 
leaſt 


the Projectors of ſuch a Scheme would have ed at 


- the Uncertainty of the ſalutary Effects expetted from it ; and! 


would therefore have made ſome Proviſion for the Repeal of 


it, when it ſhould be found to fail. e 
But, my Lords, our Miniſters appear to have thought it 


ſufficient to endear them to their Country, and immortaliſe 
their Names, that they have invented a new Method of raifing 
Money, and ſeem to have very little Regard to any Part of the 
Art of Government : They will at leatt in their own Opini- 
on have deſerved Applauſe, if they leave the publick Revenue 
greater, by whatever Diminntion of the publick Virtue, 

© They have, therefore, my Lords, wiſely contrived 


Neceſſity of continuing this Law, whatever may be its Con- 


ſequences, and how fatal ſoever its Abuſes ; for they not 
only mortgage the Duties upon Spirits for the preſent Supply, 
but ſabſtitute them in the Place of another Security given to 
the Bank by the Pot-A& ; and therefore ſince it will not be 
eaſy to form another Tax of equal Produce, we can have 
very little Hope that this will be remitted, © 
There will be indeed only one Method of ſetting the 
Nation free from the Calamities which this Law will bring 


upon it; and as I doubt not but that Method will at laſt be 


followed, it will certainly deſerve the Attention of your Lord- 
ſhips, as the third Conſideration to which in our Debates on 
this Bill particular Regard ought to be paid. 

That the Licence of Drunkenneſs, and the unlimited 
Conſumption of Spirituous Liquors will fill the whole King- 
dom with Idleneſs, Diſeaſes, Riots, and Confufion, cannot 
be doubted ; nor can it be queſtioned, but that in a very 
ſhort time the Parliament will be crowded with Petitions from 
all the trading Bodies in the Kingdom for the Regulation of 
Servants, for the Extinction of Riot, and for the Removal of 


Irreſiſtible Temptations to Idleneſs and Fraud. Theſe Re. 


preſentations may be for a Time neglected, but muſt ſoon or 
late be heard; the Miniſters will be obliged to repeal this 
Law for the ſame Reaſon that induced them to propoſe it. 


Idleneſs and Sickneſs will impair our Manufactures, and the 


Dimination of our Trade will lefſen the Revenue. 

* They will then, my Lords, find that their Scheme, with 
whatever Proſpects of Profit it may now flatter them, was 
formed with no extenſive Views, and that it was only the 
Expedient of political Avarice, which ſacrificed a greater 
diſtant Advantage fo the immediate Satisfaction of mo 
Gain. They will find that they have corrupted the People 


without obtaining any Advantage by their Crime, and — 
* . N they 


_ v»- vv ww 9 oY 5 RVx- 


33 
they mult have Recourſe to ſome new Con 


» 1 


deed now ſeem to defipn ; they can only repeal this Act 
by has Fr the Debt, which it has enabled them to contract, 
upon the Sinking Fund, upon that facred Depoſit which was 
for a Time ſuppoſed unalienable, and from which aroſe all 
the Hopes that were ſometimes formed by the Nation of be- 
ing delivered from that Load of Impoſts, Which it cannot 
much longer fupport. They can only "give Security for this 
new Debt by difabling us for ever weed wy ns owe? ormer. 
The Bill now before us, my Lords, will therefore be 
equally pernicious in its immediate and remoter Conſequen- 
ces; it will firſt corrupt the People, and deſtroy our Trade, 
and 3 that Fund which is appropriated to 
the moſt uſeful and defirable of all political Purpoſes, the gra- 
dual Alleviation of the publick Debt, © 
© I hope, my Lords, that a Bill of this portentous Kind, a 
Bill big with innumerable Miſchiefs, and without one bene- 
ficial Tendency, will be rejected by this Houſe, without the 
Form of Commitment; chat it will not be the Subject of a 
Debate amongſt us, whether we ſhall conſent to poiſon the 
Nation; and that inſtead of inquiring, whether the Meaſures 
which are now purſued by the Mini . to be ſupported 
at the Expence of Virtue, Tranquility and Trade, we ſhoald 
examine, whether they are not ſuch as oaght to be oppoſed 
for their own Sake, even without the Conſideration of the 
immenſe Sums which they apparently demand. 
* Tam, indeed, of Opinion that the Succeſs of the preſent 
Schemes will not be of any Benefit to the Nation, and that 
there is very little Proſpect of Succeſs. I am at leaſt convinc'd 
that no Advantage can countervail the Miſchiefs of this de- 
teſtable Bill; which therefore I ſhall ſteadily oppoſe, though 
I have already dwelt upon this Subject, perhaps too Jong ; 
yet as I ſpeak only from an unprejudiced Regard to the pub 
lick, I hope if any new Arguments ſhall be attempted, that 
I ſhall be allowed the Liberty of making a Reply. | 


Lord Bathurſt e ſpoke next to the following Purport. 
My Lords, : Suns” 


I doubt not but the noble Lord has delivered on this Oc- Lord Bathurſt, 


caſion his real Sentiments ; and that in his Opinion the Hap- 
pineſs of our Country, the Regard which ought always to be 


paid to the Promotion of Virtue, require that this Bill ſhould 


be rejected. I am far from ſuſpecting that * an Appear - 
| ance 
Captain of the Band of Gentlemen Penſioners 


> ce by which Aa. 26. Geo. IT, 
their own Errors may be retrieved. OO 20499 
In this Diftreſs, Lords, they can only do what in- 2 


rr 


| ( 370 } | 

Ah. 26. Geo. II. ance of Zeal can.conceal any private Views, or that 
2742. pathetic Exclamations can proceed but from a Mi 175 
— affected with honeſt Anxiety. l ure 4 Tar 6], A434 8% "4 
4% This Anxiety, my Lords, I hall engeayaur,to diflipare 
before it has been communicated to others; for I think it no 
leis the Duty of every Man who, approves the publick.Mez- 
ſoxes to vindicate them from Miſrepreſentation, than of him 
to. whom they appear pernicious or dangerous to wart hi 
Fellow-SubjeRs of that Danger. 
J. my Lords, am convinced, that the Bill now before . 


* 
2 
. 
* 


which has been cenſured as fundamentally wrong, is in realuy 
fundamentally right.; that the End Which is propoſed by it 
is juſt, and the Means which are preſcribed, in it will agcom- 


iſh the Purpoſe for which they were contrived. 
bY: The 27 he: 0. my 1 to diminiſh the Cor 
ſumption of diſtilled Spirits; to reſtrain, the Populacę of theſe 
Kingdoms from a Liquor which when. uſed. in Exceſs bag a 
A Malignity to the laſt Degree dangerous, which at once im- 
| pairs the, Force of the Underſtanding, and deſtroys the Vi. 
=_ zur of the Body; and to attain this, I think it abſolute 
| right to lay a Tax upon theſe Liquors... 
| Of the Vice of Drunkenneſs, my Lords, no Man hasa 
| ſtronger Abhorrence than myſelf ; of the pernicious Confe- 


» 


| — theſe Liquors which are now chiefly uſed by the 


. 
« 


ommon People, no Man is more fully convinced; and, 
therefore none can more zealouſly wiſh that Drunkenneſs 
may be ſuppreſſed, and diſtilled Spirits withheld from the 


eople. AR ee | | 23 
9 2 The Diſorders mentioned by the noble Lord, are un- 
doubtedly the Conſequences of the preſent Uſe, of theſe Li- 
quors, but theſe are not its worſt Effects. The Offenders a- 
gainſt the Law may by the Law be ſometimes reclaimed, and 
at other Times cut off; nor can theſe Practices, however in- 
jurious to particular Perſons, in any great Degree impair the 
general Happineſs... The worſt Effects, therefore, of the Uſe 
of Spirits, are, the Idleneſs and Extrayagance which. it has 
introduced among the common People, by which our Com- 
merce muſt be obſtrufted, and our preſent Riches and Plenty 
every Day diminiſhed. J 
* This pernicious Practice, my Lords, is diſſeminated far- 
ther than could be reaſonably believed by thoſe whoſe Inte- 
reſt haz not incited, or Curioſity induced them, to inquire 
into the Practice of the different Claſſes of Men. It is well 
i that the Farmers have been hitherto diſtinguiſhed by 
the Virtues of Frugality, Temperance and Indultry ; that 
they laboured hard and ſpent little, and were, therefore, _ 
: ly 


BY 
= 
1 I 
4 
\ 
s — 
1 
N 
Y 
"*F 
kw 
1 
1 * 
2 
2 
2 
Es 
1155 
3 
2 
Ac 7 
1 
9 
3" 
f 
n 
n 
N 
5 
bt: * 
3 * 
93 
* 
PF 
int 
T4 
TY. - 
. 
1 
$3. 
by 
- 
1 o 
* 
3 * 
wy 
ye 
1 
. 
1 
. 
* 
5 
* 
* 
N 
. 
LS 
* 
{| ; 
«I 
1 
2.5 
44 
as 
rr 
$2 


® 
1:4 
1 
a 
. 
9 
2 
S 
7 * 
1 
1 
* 
1 
. 
þ 4 : 
U 
X'S 
4 
* 
\ BOY 
. 
1. 
LS 
+:K'S 
1 
. 
1 
. 
» XA 
WS 
As 
"BI 
» 8% 
F . 
1 
Ml 4 
* > 
Ky 
"WY 
3 
* 
bg. 
N U 
8 
8 
1 
„ 
H E 
y "1 
7 
.v\ 
= 
4 
* 
ET 
2 * 
12 
1 
Ft 
N 
SY 
Wis +5 
+ * 
7 1 
i 8 
vx d 
iS 
3 


— 
EEE 
4 . by 


6 a +0 5057 


= ex 6. 


E , 24 
3 f 3 


KN 7 „ 7 


1 


. Beats Com: An. 16:Geo. u. 


munity, - whoſe Employment and .Parſimony-preſerved..them 
in a great Meaſure trom the general Infection of Vice wWhiem 
ſpread its Influence among the Traders and Men; of Eſtates. 

But even this abſtemious Claſs of Men, my Lords, have 
of late relaxed their Frugality, and ſuffered themſelves to be 
tempted by this inſatuating Liquor 1 nor is any thing now 
more common than to aud it in thoſe Houſes: in which Ale, 
a few Vears- ago, was the higheſt Pitch of Luxury, to which 
they aſpired, and to ..ſee thole Hours waſted in intoxicating 
Entertainments, which were formerly dedicated 7 to the 
Care of their Fame and mme A ke 
tunes. 97 4 
Thus, my Lords, it appears. that. pies 7 . — * 
come univerſal, and theteſore that ſome Remedy ought to 
be attempted ; nor can I conceive any Meaſures, more conſiſ- 
tent with Juſtice, or more likely to produce the End intend- 
ed by. the than thoſe which are now offered to your Con- 
ſideration, by which the Liquor will be made dearer. too 
dear to be laviſhly drank. by thoſe who are in moſt Danger of 
uſing it to Exceſs, and the Number of thoſe who retail ĩt will 
be diminiſhed by the Neceſſity of taking a Licence, and of 
renewing them every Year at the ſame Expence. 

© The,Ineflicacy, my Lords, of violent + rus Wot the 
Impoſſibility of a total Deprivation of any.Enjoyment,which 
the People have by Cuſtom made familiar and dear to them, | 
ſufficiently appears from the Event of the Law, which is 
now to be repealed. It is well known that by that 
Law, the Uſe 5 Spirituous Liquors was prohibited to the 
common People, that Retailers were deterred from ven- 
ding them by the utmoſt Encouragement chat could be given 
to Informers, and that Diſcoveries were incited by, every 
Art that could be practiſed, and Offenders puniſhed With the 
utmoſt Rigour. 48 
vet what was. the Effect, my Lords, of. all this Dili- 
gence and Vigour? A general Panic ſuppre! 5d, for a, few 
Weeks, the Practice 7 ſelling the prohibited Liquors; but 
in a very ſhort Time, Neceſſity forced ſome, WhO had no- 
thing to loſe, to return to their former Trade; theſe were 
ſuffered ſometimes to eſcape, becauſe nothing was to be 
gained by informing againſt them, and others were encou- 
raged by their Example to imitate them, though with more 
Secrecy and Caution; of thoſe,” indeed, many were puniſh- 
ed, but many more eſcaped, and ſuch as were fined often, 
found the Profit greater than the Loſs. 

* The Proſpect of railing Money by, daa their Prac- 

tices, 


| ( 372 J TY TP 
An. 26. Geo. II. tices, incited many to turn Information into a Trade; and 
7742 the Faſineſs of proving the Crime encouraged ſome to pra- 
tify their Malice by 'Perjury, and others their Avarice f {6 
that the Multitude of Informations became a publick Grie 
vance, and the Magiſtrates themſelves complained that the 
Law was not to be ee cute. 
The Perjuries of Informers were now ſo flagrant ind 
common, that the 3 thought all Informations malicious; 
or at leaſt, thinking themſelves oppreſſed by the Law, — 
looked upon every Man that promoted its Execution, as 
Enemy; and, therefore, now began to declare War againſt 
Informers, many of whom they treated with great Cruelty, 
and ſome they murdered in the Streets ene 
By their Obſtinacy they at laſt wearied the Magiſtrates, 
and by their Violence they intimidated thoſe who might be 
inclined to make Diſcoveries ; ſo that the Law, however 
juſt might be the Intention with which it was enacted, or, 
however ſeaſonable the Methods | ps by it, has been 
now for ſome Years totally diſuſed ; nor has any one been 
puniſhed for the Violation of it, becauſe no Man has dared 
to offer Informations. Even the Vigilance of the Magi 
ſtrates has been obliged to connive at theſe Offences, not 
has any Man been found willing to engage in a Taſk, at | 
once odious and endlefs, or to puniſh Offences which every | 


i Day multiplied, and in which the whole Body of the com- | 
20 mon People, a Body very formidable when united, was uni- 
" verſally engage. 7825 | t 
5 The Pratice, therefore, of vending and of drinking 
3 diſtilled Spirits, has prevailed for ſome Time without Oppo- \ 
1 fition ; nor can any Man enter a Tavern or an Ale-houſe ] 
Li in which they will be denied him, or walk along the Streets 
9 without being incited to drink them at every Corner; they c 
. have been ſold for ſeveral Vears, with no leſs Openneſs and 5 
194 Security than any other Commodity, and whoever walks in y 
Fx this great City, will find his Way very frequently obſtructed e 
. by thoſe who are ſelling theſe pernicious Liquors to the T 
. greedy Populace; or by thoſe who have drank them till they t. 
5 can't move any farther. l ; WES: p 
But the ſtrongeſt Proof of the Inefficacy of the Law, t. 


and conſequently of the Neceflity of another which may re 
not be ſo eaſily eluded or fo violently reſiſted, is given by el 
the Papers which lie upon the Table. From theſe it ap- tl 


* * A e 5 
. 
| * + * 


i pears that the Quantity of Spirits diſtilled, has encreaſed 
| 1 from Vear to Vear to the preſent Time; and, therefore, th 
38h that Drunkenneſs is become more prevalent, and the Reaſons of 
191 for reprefling it more urgent than ever before. 8 pe 
a : | 0 
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( 3737) 
© Let us, therefore, calmly conſider, my Lords, what An, 16. Geo. II. 
can in this Exigence be done. That the People ſhould be 1742. I 
allowed to poiſon themſelves and their Poſterity without R- A 
ſtraint, is certainly not the Intent of any good Man; and, | 
therefore, we are now to conſider how it may be prevented. 
That the People are infected with the Vice of Drunkenneſs, 
that they debauch themſelves chiefly with Spirituous Liquors, 
and that thoſe Liquors. are in a high Degree pernicious, is I 
confeſſed both by thoſe whio oppoſe the Bil, and thoſe who Y 
defend it; but with this Advantage on the Part of thoſe + ; 2 
that defend it, that they only propoſe. a probable Method 
of reforming the Abuſes which they deplore. I know that 
the warm Reſentment, which ſome Lords have on former 4 
Occaſions expreſſed againſt the Diſorders which diſtilled Li- f 2 
quors are ſuppoſed to produce, may naturally incline them 
to wiſh, that they were totally prohibited, and that this 
2 Fire, as it has been termed, were to be extinguiſhed 
or ever. 1 Pale tes 
Whether ſach Wiſhes are not more ardent than rational 2 
Whether their Zeal againſt the Abuſe of Things, indifferent 
in themſelves, has not, as has often happened in other Caſes, 
| hurried them into an indiſcreet Cenſure of the lawful-Uſe 
| ſhall not now enquire z becauſe it is ſuperfluous to diſpute. 
about the Propriety of Meaſures, of which the Poſlibility - 
may be juſtly queſtioned. „ ator on orion 
The laſt Act, my Lords, was of this Kind; the Duties 
eſtabliſhed by it were ſo high, that they wholly debarred the 
lower Claſſes of the People from the Liquor on which they 1 
were laid; and, therefore, it was found by a very ſhort | 1 
Experience, that it was impoſſible to preſerve it from Vio- 1 
lation; that there would be no End of -puniſhing thoſe who - 
offended againſt it; and that Severity produced rather Com- 
paſſion than Terror. Thoſe who have ſuffered the Penalties 
were conſidered as Perſons under unjuſt Perſecution, whom 
every one was obliged by the Ties of Humanity to encou- 
rage, reward and protect; and thoſe who informed againſt 
them or encouraged Informations, were deteſted as the Op- 
preſſors of the People. The Law had, indeed, this Effect, 
that it debarred, at leaſt for a ſhort Time, all thoſe. from. 
retailing Spirits, wo lived in Reputation; and, therefore, 
encouraged others to vend them in private Places, where 
they were more likely to be drank to Excess. 
* Having, therefore, made Trial of violent and ſevere Me- 
thods, and had an Opportunity of obtaining a full Conviction 
of their Ineſſicacy, it is ſurely proper to profit by our Ex- 
perience, by that Experience which ſhe ws us that the ur 
; | 0 
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Cee 
Aa. 16. Geo, 1. Hof diſtilled Liquors under its preſent Dilip] has 


every Year increaſed ; and, therefore, proves at once the 
Unmnproſitableneſs of the Law now in Force, and the Ne- 
ceflity of ſome other by which the fame Parpoſes: may de 
more certainly promoted. „ een 

- © The Reformation of a Vice, 6 Pente. muſt be flo 
and gradual; for it is not to be hop'd, that the whole Bulk” 


of the People will at once be diveſted of their Habits; and 


therefore it will be rational to endeavour not wholly to de- 
bar them from any Thing in which, however abſurdly, they 
place their. Happineſs, but to make the Attainment of it 
more and more difficult, that they may e remit their- 
Ardour and ceaſe from their Purſuit. ' - 

This, my Lords, is propoſed in the preſent Bill, which 
by the Duties which are to be laid upon diftill'd Spirits, will 
raiſe the Price a third Part, and as it is reaſonable to expect, 
hinder a third Part of the Conſumption z for it is obſerved; 
that thoſe who drink them ſet no Limits to their Exceſſes, 
but indulge their Appetites to the utmoſt of their Power, If 
he therefore who uſed to ſpend three Pence a Day in Spirits, 
can now have no more than could formerly be bought for two 
Pence, he muſt neceſſarily content himſelf with only two 
thirds of the Quantity which he has hitherto drank'; and 
therefore muſt by Force; though perhaps not by an 
be leſs intemperate. 

It is not to be doubted, my Lords, but that Spirits will, 
by this additional Duty, be made one third Part dearer ; for 
it has been hitherto obſerv'd, that Retailers levy upon the 
Buyer twice the Duty that is paid to the Government, as'is' 
every Day apparent in other Commodities; fo that the year · 


ly Quantity of Spirits which is uſually diſtill'd will coſt fire 


hundred thouſand Pounds more than before : a Tax which,” 
J ſuppoſe, thoſe who are charged with this Kind of Debauch- 
ery will not be thought able to pay, and which yet muſt be 
paid by them, unleſs they will be content wank a leſs on” 
tit 

4 That Spirits will now be ſold in every publick Houſe, 
of whatever Denomination, has been, I believe, juſtly aſſert- 
ed; but the Aſſertion has not been properly urged as an Ar- 


gument againſt the Bill. One of the Circumſtances which 


has contributed to the enormous Abufe of theſe Liquors, has 
been the Practice of retailing them in obſcure Places by Per- 
fons without Character and without Money; who therefore 
neither feared Penalties nor Inſamy, and offended ge 
Law and Decency with equal Security. But when the Cheap - 


nels of Licences ſhall make it convenient for every Man chat 
Ws. _ pleaſes 
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nerally drank in Houſes vifited by publick Officers, obſerv'd: 


by the neighbouring Inhabitants, and frequented by Perſons \ 


of Morals and Civility, who will always endeavour to reſtrain, 
all enormous Exceſſes, and oblige the Matters of the Houſes 
to pay ſome Regard to the Laws. Thoſe whoſe Appetites 
are too importunate to be reſtrained, may then gratify: them 
without being tempted to enter into Houſes of Infamy, or 
mingling with Beggars, or Thieves, or Profligates; and, 
there fore, though the Uſe of Spirits ſnould continue the ſame, 


its Conſequences will be leſs fatal, ſince they may be had 


without the Neceſſity of aſſociating with Wickedneſs. 
gut, my Lords, it is not improbable, that by this Bill 

the Number of Retailers, at leaſt in this City, where they 

are moſt pernicious, may be leſſened. It is well known, that 


the Reaſon for which they are fold in Cellars, and in the 


Streets, is the Danger of retailing them in other Places; and 


that if they were generally ſold by thoſe who could procure 
the beſt of each Sort, theſe petty Traders would be immedi- 


ately undone ; for it is reaſonable to imagine, my Lords, 
that they buy the cheapeſt Liquors, and ſell them at the dear- 
eft Rate. ond 563 3 105 $654 En 365th ao 

When therefore reputable Houſes-ſhall be opened for the 


Sale of theſe Liquors, Decency will reſtrain ſome, and Pru- 


dence will hinder others'from endangering their Health by 
purchaſing thoſe Liquors which are offered in the Street, and 


from hazarding their Morals, or perhaps their Lives, by 


drinking to Exceſs in obſcure Place. 8 
* It is likewiſe to be remembered, my Lords, that many 
of thoſe who now poiſon their Countrymen with petty Shops 
of Debauchery are not able to purchaſe a Licence, even at 
the cheap Rate at which it is now propoſed ; and that there- 
fore they will be reſtrained from their Trade by a legal Ina- 
bility ; for it is not, my Lords, to be imagined, that they 
will be defended with equal Zeal by the Populace, when the 
Liquors may be had without their Aſſiſtance; nor will Infor- 
mation be equally infamous, when it is not the Act only of 
Profligates who purſue the Practice of it as a Trade, but of 
the proper Officers of every Place incited by the lawful Ven- 
ders of the ſame Commodities, or of the Venders themſelves 
ho will now be numerous enough to protect each other, and 
1 their common Intereſt will incite againſt clandeſtine 
ealers. | | tw 

* The Price of Licences therefore, appears to me very hap- 
pily adjuſted ; had it been greater there would not have been 
a ſufficient Number of lawful Retailers, to put a Stop * _ 
| eſtine 


pleaſes to retail Spirits in a publick Manner, they will be ge- An; 16. Geo, II. 
74a. c 


* 
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An. 26. Geo, 11,'deftine Sellers: and if it was lower, every petty Dealer h 


this © liew mi 1 Aleboug 


of Propagating Debauchery. 1. — 15 

< Thus, my Lords, it appears to me that the Bill will leſ. 
ſen the Conſumption of theſe. deſtructive Spirits, Certaialy in 
a great Degree, by raiſing the Price, and Probably by wan. 
ferring the Trade of ſelling them inta more reputable Handi: 
What more can be done by human Care or Indufley I do 
not conceive. To prohibit the Uſe of them is impoſible ; to 
raiſe the Price of them to the ſame Height with that of Fo- 
reign Spirits, is indeed practicable, but furely at this Time 
no eligible Method; for ſo general is this Kind of Debauch- 
_ ery, that no Degree of Expence: would entirely ſuppreſz it; 
and as Foreign Spirits, if they were to be ſold at the fame 
Price, would always be preferr'd to our own, we ſhould only 
fend into other Nations that Money which now circulates 
among ourſelves, and impoveriſh the People without reſorm 
ing them. Eien CO: - 

The Regulation provided by the: Bill before us is there 
fore, in my Opinion, the moſt likely Method for recovering 
the antient Induſtry and Sobriety of the common People; and 
my Lords, I ſhall approve it till Experience has ſheww/t' to 
be deſective. I ſhall approve it not with a View of obtain- 

Ing or ſecuring. the Favour of any of thoſe who may be 
thought to intereſt themſelves in its Succeſs z but becauſe [ 
find ſome new Law for this Purpoſe indiſpenſably neceſſary, 
and believe that no better can be contriv'd. 4 * 

We are now, my Lords, to contend with the Paſſions 
of all the common People. We are endeavouring to reſom 
a Vice almoſt univerſal, a Vice which however deſtruſtive, is 
now no longer reproachful. We have tried the Force of vio 

| lent Methods and found them unfucceſsful ; we are now there 
fore to treat the Vulgar as Children, with a Kind of artful 

Indulgence, and to take from them ſecretly and by Degrees 
what cannot be wholly denied them, without exaſperating 
them almoſt to Rebellion. 2 

his is the firſt Attempt ; and by this, if one third of 
the Confumption be diminiſh'd, we may next Year double 
the Duty, and by a new Augmentation of the Price, take 
away another third, and what will then be drank, will per 
haps by the ſtricteſt Moraliſts be allowed to be rather benei - 
cial than hurtful. AR 

* By this gradual Procedure, we ſhall give thoſe, who 
have accuſtom d themſelves to this Liquor, Time to reclaim 
their Appetites, and thoſe that live by Diſtilling, — 
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ties of engaging in ſome other Employment ; we mall remove An, 16. Geo. AI. 


the Diſtemper of the Publick without any painful Remedies, 
and ſhall reform the People WF without 9 
or perſecuting them. 


Then the Biſhop of 9 flood up * ſpoke as follows : 
My Lords, 


As I am not yet convinc'd of the TEES of the Bill Biſhop of Oxon, 


now before us, nor can diſcover any Reaſon for believing, 
that the Advantages will countervail the Miſchiefs which it 
vill produce, I think it my Duty to declare, that I ſhall op- 
poſe it as deſtructive to Virtue, and contrary to the inviola- 
ble Rules of Religion. 

« It appears to me, my Lords, that the Liberty of ſelling 
Liquors, which are allowed to be equally injurious to Health 
and Virtue, will by this Law become general and boundleſs; for 
| can diſcover no Reaſon for doubting, but that the Purcha- 
ſers will be multiplied by encreaſing the Numbers of the Ven- 
ders: And as the Increaſe of the Sale of diſtilled Spirits, and 
the Propagation of all Kinds of Wickedneſs are the ſame ; I 
mult conclude that Bill to be deſtructive to the Publick by 
which the Sale of Spirits will be encreaſed. 

It has been urged; that other more vigorous Methods 
have been tried, and that they are now to be laid aſide, be- 
cauſe Experience has ſhewn them to be ineffectual, becauſe 
the People unanĩmouſly aſſerted the Privilege of Debauchery, 
oppoſed the Execution of Juſtice, and purſued thoſe with the 
utmoſt Malice that offered Informations. 

* I ſhould think, my Lords, that Government approaching 
to its Diſſolution, that was reduced to ſubmit its Decrees to 
their Judgment who are chiefly 2ccuſed of the Abuſe of theſe 
Liquors ; for ſarely whea the loweſt, the moſt corrupt Part, 
of the People have obtained ſuch a Degree of Influence, as 
todiftate to the Legiſlature thoſe Laws by which they expect 
0 be governed, all Subordination is at an End. 

* This, my Lords, I hope, I ſhall neyer ſee the State of 
my own Country : I hope I ſhall never ſee the Government 
without Authority to enforce Obedience to the Laws, nor 
have I, indeed, ſeen any ſuch Weakneſs on this Occaſion : 
The Oppoſition that was made, and the Diſcontent that was 
excited, were no greater than might be reaſonably expected, 
when the Vice which was to be reformed was ſo enormouſly. 

predominant ;3 nor was the Effect of the Law leſs than any 
one _ foreſaw ſuch Oppoſition might reaſonably have con- 
ceive 
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(BS 
An. 16. Geo. II. In this“ City alone there were, before the Commence. 
1742 ment of that Law, fifteen hundred large Shops in which no | 
other Trade was carried on, than that of retailing theſe per. 
nicious Liquors, in which no Temptation to Debauchery was 
forgotten; and, what cannot be mentioned without Horror, 7 
Back-rooms'and ſecret Places were contrived for Receptacles 
of thoſe who had drank, till they had loſt their Reaſon and 
their Limbs ; there they were crowded together till they re- G 
covered Strength ſufficient to go away, or drink more, 
© 'Theſe peſtilential Shops, theſe Storehouſes of Miſchief, 
will, upon the Encouragement which this Law will give 
them, be ſet open again ; new Invitations will be huog out Wl : 
to catch the Eyes of Paſſengers, who will again be enticed { 
with Promiſes of being made drunk for a Penny ; and that i 
univerſal] Debauchery and aſtoniſhing Licentiouſneſs which 
gave Occaſion to the former Act will return upon us. 0 
* It is to little Purpoſe, my Lords, that the Licences for . 
ſelling diſtilled Spirits are to be granted only to thoſe who Wl ; 
profeſs to keep Houſes for the Sale of other Liquors ; fince Will , 
nothing will be more eaſy than to elude this Part of the 
Law. Whoever is inclined to open a Shop for the Retail of . 
Spirits, may take a Licence for ſelling Ale: and the Sale of 5 
one Barrel of more innocent Liquors in a Year will entitle to 9 
diſpenſe Poyſon with Impunity, and to contribute without I. 
Controul to the Corruption of Mankind. TEES ha 
It is confeſſed, that ſince this Law was made, theſe Li- WW, 
quors haye been ſold only at Corners of the Streets, in petty ni 


f 1 Shops, and in private Cellars ; and therefore it muſt be g 
> allowed, that if the Conſamption has encreaſed, it has at pa 
15 leaſt encreaſed leſs than if the free and open Sale had been per. Wl ;. 
4 mitted ; for the Neceſſity of Secrecy is always a Reſtraint, WW .- 
wt ©} and every Reſtraint muſt in ſome Degree obſtruct any Prac- 
$041 rice, ſince thoſe that follow it under Reſtraint would purſue Wl... 
1 it more vigorouſly, if that Reſtraint were taken away; and det 
ET thoſe that are now totally hindered, would at leaſt be more but 
4 ſtrongly tempted by greater Liberty; and where the Temp- MW... 
4 tation is more powerful, more will probably be overcome b I put 
0 2 | it. | ; . a van 
WM © But, my Lords, however the Law may in this crowded Di, 
8, City have been eluded and defied ; however Drunkenneß WW, 
1 of may here have been protected by the Inſolence which it pro- 
pt duces, and Crimes have been ſheltered by the Multitudes of Ag 
3 Offenders, I am informed, that in Parts leſs populous, the te; 
2081 Efficacy of the late Act never was denied; and that it has tune 
„ in many Parts yeſcued the People from the Miſeries of De- WW. . 
1 baucherf, fn 
1 F | * Weſtminſter, 

11 

1 
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bauchery, and only failed in others by the Negligence of An. 16. Geo. II. 
thoſe to whom the Execution of it was committed. BP N 5 

« Negligently and faintly as it was executed, it did in 0 
Effect hinder many from purſuing this deſtructive Kind of 
Trade ; and even in the Metropolis itſelf, almoſt a total Scop 
was for a Time put to the Uſe of Spirits ; and had the Ma- 
giltrates performed their Duty with Steadineſs and Reſoluti- 
on, it is probable, that no Plea would have ariſen in favour 
of this Bill from the Inefficacy of the laſt. | | 

IJ. cannot indeed deny, that the Multitude of falſe Infor- 
mers furniſhed the Magiſtrates with a very ſpeciqus Pretence 
for relaxing their Vigilance ; but it was only, my Lords, a 
ſpecious Pretence, not a warrantable Reaſon, for the ſame 
Diligence ſhould have been uſed to puniſh falſe Informers as 
clandeſtine Retailers z' the Traders in Poyſon and in Perjury 
ſhould have been both purſued with inceflant Vigour, the 
Sword of Juſtice ſhould have been drawn againſt both, nor 
ſhould it have been laid aſide, till both Species of Wickedneſs 
had been exterminated. | | | 

In the Execution of this, as of other penal Laws, my 
Lords, it will be always poſſible for the Judge to be miſled 
by falſe Teſtimonies ; and therefore the Argument, which. 
falſe Informations furniſh, may be uſed againſt every other 
Law where Information is encouraged. Yet, my Lords, it 
has been long the Practice of this Nation to incite Criminals 
to detect each other; and when any enormous Crime is com 
mitted to proclaim at once Pardon and Rewards to him that 
ſhall diſcover his Accomplices. This, my Lords, is an ap- 
parent Temptation to Perjury ; and yet no Inconveniences 
o ariſen from it, that can reaſonably induce us to lay it 
aſide. | 
* Perjury may in the Execution of this Law be detected by 
the fame Means as on other Occaſions ; and whenever it is 
detected ought to be rigorouſly puniſhed. And I doubt not 
but in a ſhort Time the Difficulties and Inconveniences, which 
are alerted in the Preamble of this Bill to have attended the 
putting the late Act in Execution, would ſpeedily have 
Taniſhed, the Number of Delinquents would have been every 
Day leſſened, and the Virtue and Induſtry of the Nation 
would have been reſtored. | | | 
125 It is not indeed aſſerted, that the Execution of the late 
Ad was impoſlible ; but that it was attended with Difficul- 


- tes; and when, my Lords, was any Deſign of great Impor- 
— ance effected without Difficulties? It is difficult, without 
Fa doobt, to reſtrain a Nation from Vice; and to reform a Na- 
U 


on already corrupted is fill more difficult: But as both, 
Qq 2 however 
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* 


An. 16. Jeb. II. however difficult, are neceſſary, it is the Duty of Covtrtnieni 
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to endeavour them, till it ſhall appear that fio Endeavour: 


can ſucceed. 


For my Part, my Lords, I am not eaſily perſuaded to 
believe that Remiſſneſs will ſucceed, where Aſſiduity has 
failed; and therefore if it be true, as is ſuppoſed in the Pre. 
amble, that the former Act was ineffectual by any Deſeft in 


itſelf, I cannot conceive that This will operate with greater 


Force. I cannot imagine that Appetites will be weakened 
by leſſening the Danger of gratiſying them; or that Men, who 
will break down the Fences of the Law to poſſeſs thetnſdyes 
of what long Habits have, in their Opinion, made neceſſary 
to them, will neglect it, merely becauſe it is laid in their 
Way. | ng 
With regard to this Act, my Lords, it is to be inquited, 
whether it is likely to be executed with more Diligence than 
the former, and whether the ſame Obſtacles may not equally 
obſtruct the Execution of both. 1 
The great Difficulty of the former Method, a Method 
certainly in itſelf reaſonable and efficacious, aroſe from the 
Neceſſity of receiving Informations from the meaneſt and 
moſt profligate of the People, who were often tempted to lay 
hold of the Opportunities which that Law put into their 
Hands of relieving their Wants, or gratifying their Reſent- 


ment; and very frequently intimidated the innocent, by 
Threats of Accuſations which were not eaſily to be confuted. 


They were therefore equally dangerous to thoſe that obey'l 
the Act and to thoſe that diſregarded it; for they ſometimes 
put their Threats in Execution, and raiſed Proſecutions 
againſt thoſe who had committed no other Crime than that of 
refuſing to bribe them to Silence. | 1 
An Abuſe ſo notorious, my Lords, produced a general 
Deteſtation of all Informers, or at leaſt concurred with otbet 
Cauſes to produce it ; and that Deteſtation was ſo prevalent 
in the Minds of the Populace, that at laſt it became to the 


higheſt Degree dangerous to attempt the Conviction of thoſe, 


who, in the moſt open and contemptuous Manner, ever) 
Day violated the Laws of their Country; and in Time the 
Retailers truiting to the Protection of the People, laid afide 
all Caution, at leaſt in this great City, and proſecuted their 
former Practice with the utmoſt Security. 1 
This, my Lords, was the chief Difficulty and Inconve- 
nience hitherto diſcovered in the Law which is now propol- 
ed to be repealed. - Thus was its Execution obſtructed and 


the Proviſions enacted by it made ineffectual. This Defect 
therefore ought to be chiefly regarded in any new Regulat! 


Ons. 


* 
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ons. But what Seeurities,. my Lords, are proyided againſt An. 16. Geo. II. 


me fame Evil in the Bill before us? Or why ſhould we ima- 1742. 

nenne that this Law will be executed with leſs Oppoſition than — 
the lait ? The Informers will undoubtedly. be of the ſame 

0 Claſs as before; they are ſtill to be incited by a Reward: 

" WH 4nd therefore it may be reaſonably feared, that they will act 

: upon the ſame Motives, and be perſecuted; with the ſame 
Fury. | 1 Ern . 34 1 

1 To obviate this Inconvenience, appears to me very eaſy, 

| by converting the Duty upon Licences to a large; Duty upon 

0 Wl tic Liquors to be paid by the Diſtiller; the Payment of 

© WF which will be carefully exacted by proper Officers, who, 

J tho' their Employment is not very reputable, purſue it at 

read without any perſonal Danger ;* and who inform their Su- 

1 reriors of any Attempts to defraud the Revenue without be · 

ing cenſured as officious or revengeful, and therefore are 

5 without any Terrors to hinder them from their Duty. 

ly It has been aſſerted, indeed, that the Price of a Licence 

| b now ſo ſmall, that none who are inclin'd to deal in Spirits, 

od will negle& to ſecure themſelves from Puniſhment and Vexa- 

be WY tion by procuring it; and that no Man will, ſubject himſelf. 

nd tothe Malice of a Profligate by carrying on an, illicite Trade, 

2 _ the annual Expence of twenty Shilliogs will make 

W © If this Argument be juſt, my Lords, and to the greateſt 

by UW Part of this Aſſembly, I believe, it will apear very plauſible, 

d. BY toy will this Law leſſen the Conſumption of diſtill'd Li- 

jd quors? It is confeſs'd that it will hinder nobody from ſel- 

des ling them ; and it has been found by Experience that nothing 

enn reſtrain the People from buying them, but ſuch Laws as 

of Wh binder them from being ſold. | 47. ue | | 

| This Plea, therefore, by removing an Objection to a 1 

ral particular Clauſe, will ſtrengthen the great Argument 

be againſt the Tenor of the Bill, that inſtead of leſſening it will 

1 ncreaſe the Conſumption of thoſe Liquors which are allowed 


to be deſtructive to the People, to enfeeble the Body, and 
to vitiate the Minds, and conſequently to impair the Strength 


4 ad Commerce of the Nation, and to deſtroy the Happineſs 
l 4 and Security of Life. | 8 
. * That the Cheapneſs of Licences will induce Multitudes 


ei Bi: buy them may be expected; but it cannot be hoped that 
every one will ceaſe to ſell Spirits without a Licence, for they 
3 Wb I am informed, offered every Hour in the Streets by 
doe to whom twenty Shillings make a very large Sum; 
and who therefore will not or cannot purchaſe a Licence. 
Tueſe ought undoubtedly to be detected and puniſhed ; but 


ak Qq3 there 
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An, 16. Geo. II. there is no Proviſion made for diſcovering them, but what ha 
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been found already to be ineffectual. ; | 

It appears therefore, my Lords, that this Bill will en- 
creaſe the Number of lawful Retailers, without'diminiſhing 
that of private Dealers; ſo that the Opportunities of De- 
bauchery will be multiplied in proportion to the Number; 
who ſhall take Licence. eee 

There is another Fallacy by which the Duties upon di- 
ſtill'd Liquors have been hitherto avoided, and which will 
ſtill make this Bill equally uſeleſs as the former for the Ends 
which are to be promoted by it. ? 

It is expected, my Lords, by thoſe who purchaſe Spirit 
from the Diſtillers, that they ſhould be of a certain Degree 
of Strength which they call Proof: If they are of a lower 
Degree, their Price is diminiſhed, and if of a higher, it is 
raiſed proportionably ; becauſe if the Spirits exceed the De- 
gree of Strength required, they may be mixed with other 
Liquors of little Value and till be ſold to the Drinker at the 
common Price. | F 

IIͤt is therefore the Practice of the Diſtillers to give their 
Spirits thrice the Degree of Strength required, by which 
Contrivance, ' though they pay only the Duty of one Pint, 
they ſell their Liquors at the Price of three; becauſe it mj 
be encreas'd to thrice the Quantity diſtill'd, and yet retain 
ſufficient Strength to promote the Purpoſes of Wickednels. 

© This Practice, my Lords, ſhould be likewiſe obviated; 
for while one Gallon, after having paid the preſent low Du- 
ty which is laid upon it, may be multiplied to three, the ad- 
ditional Price will, in the ſmall Quantities which are uſually 
demanded, become imperceptible. 

But to ſhow yet farther the Inefficacy of this Bill. Let 
us ſuppoſe, what will not be found by Experience, that 
Halfpenny is added to the Price of every Pint, it will yet 
be very practicable to revel in Drunkenneſs for a Penny; 
ſince a very ſmall Quantity of theſe hateful Liquors is ſuff 
Cient to intoxicate thoſe who have not been habituated to 
the Uſe of them; who, though their Reformation is un- 
doubtedly to be deſired, do not ſo much demand the Care 
of the Legiſlature, as thoſe who are yet untainted with this 
pernicious Practice, and who may perhaps by the Frequency 
of Temptation, and the Prevalence of Example, be induced 
in Time to taſte theſe execrable Liquors, and periſh in their 
firſt Eſſays of Debauchery. For ſuch is the Qaality of theſe 
Spirits, that they are ſometimes fatal to thoſe who indil- 
creetly venture upon them without Caution, and whoſe Sto- 


machs have not been prepared for large Draughts, by pro- 
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per Gradations of Intemperance ; a ſingle Spoonful has been An. 16. Geo. 11. 


found ſufficient to hurry two Children to the Grave. TR 


It is, therefore, my Opinion that thoſe whoſe Stations 


and Employments make it their Duty to ſuperintend the 
Conduct of their Fellow-ſabjes, ought to contrive ſome 


other Law on this Occaſion, ought to endeavour to reſcue 
the common People from the Infatuation which is become 
general amongſt them, and to withhold from them the Means 
of Wickedneſs. That inſtead of complying with their Pre- 
judices and flattering their Appetites, they ſhould. exert that 
Authority, with which they are intruſted, in a ſteady and 
reſolate Oppoſition to predominant Vices ; and without ha- 
ving Recourſe to gentle Arts and temporiſing Expedients, 
ſnatch out of their Hands at once thoſe Inſtruments which 
are only of Uſe for criminal Purpoſes, and take: from their 
Mouths that Draught, with which, however delicious it may 
ſeem, they poyſon at once themſelves and their Poſterity.  - 

The only Argument which can be offered in Defence of 
this Bill is the Neceſſity of ſupporting the Expences of the 
War, and the Difficulty of raiſing Money by any other Me- 
thod. The Neceſſity of the War, my Lords, I am not a- 
bout to call in queſtion, nor is it very conſiſtent with my 
Character to examine the Method in which it has been car- 
ried on; but this I can boldly aſſert, that however juſt, 


however neceſſary, however prudently proſecuted, and how- 


ever ſucceſsfully concluded; it can produce no Advantages 
equivalent to National Sobriety and Induftry ; and I am cer- 
tam that no publick Advantage ought to be purchaſed at 
the Expence of publick Virtue. | e 

But, my Lords, I hope we are not yet reduced to the 
unhappy Choice either of corrupting our People or ſubmit- 
ting to our Enemies ; nor do I doubt but that Supplies may 
be obtained by Methods leſs pernicious to the Publick, and 
that Funds ſufficient for the preſent Occaſion may be eſta- 
bliſhed without a legal Eſtabliſhment of Drunkenneſs. 

© I hope, my Lords, we ſhall not ſuffer our Endeavours 
to be baffled by the Obſtinacy of Drunkards, and that we 
ſhall not deſiſt from endeavouring the Recovery of the Na- 
tion from this hateful Vice, becauſe our firſt Attempt has 


failed ; fince it failed only by the Negligence or the Cow-. 


ardice of thoſe whoſe Duty required them to promote the 
Execution of a juſt Law. . | 
* Apainſt the Bill now before us, I have thought it my 


Duty to declare, as it appears to me oppoſite to every Prjn- 


ciple of Virtue, and every juſt Purpoſe of Government; and 
tnerefore, though I have engroſſed ſo much of your Time 
in 


1742. 
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Lord Talbot. 


Eloquence can exagge 
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An. 16. Oeo. II. in ſpeaking on a Subject with which it cannot. 


expected that I ſhould be well acquainted,” I hope I ſhall 
eaſily be pardoned by your Lordſhips ; ſince I have no pri. 
vate Views either of Intereſt or Reſentment to promote, and 


have ſpoken only what my Conſcience dictates, and my 


Duty' requires. ry 

Then Lord Talbot roſe up and ſpoke to the following 
My Lords, FEE age? (6 E e 

I am aſhamed that there ſhould be any Neceſlity of op. 

poſing in this Houſe a Bill like that which is now before 

2 Bill crowded with Abſurdities, which vo Strength of 

rate, nor any Force of Reaſon make 


more evident. N73 
This Bill, my Lords, is however the firſt Proof that our 


new Miniſters have given of their Capacity for the Tak 
which they have undertaken. This is a Specimen of their Sa- 
gacity, and is deſigned by them as an Inſtance of the gentle 
Methods by which the Expences of the Government are 
hereafter to be levied upon the People. The Nation ſhall 
no longer ſee its Manufactures ſubjected to Impoſts, nor the 
Fruits of Induſtry taken from the laborious Artificer ; but 
Drunkenneſs ſhall hereafter ſupply what has hitherto been 
paid by Diligence and Trafſick; the Reſtraints of Vice ſhall 
be taken away; the Barriers of Virtue and Religion broken, 
and an univerſal Licentiouſneſs ſhall overſpread the Land, 
that the "rr of the Miniſtry may be executed. 
What the Projects are, my Lords, that are to be pur- 
ſued by ſuch Means, it is not my preſent Purpoſe to en- 
quire: It is not neceſſary to add any Aggravations to the 


preſent Charge, or to examine what has been the former 


Conduct, or what will be the future Actions of Men who 
lye open by their preſent Propoſal to the moſt atrocious Ac- 
cuſations; who are publickly endeavouring the Propagation 
of the moſt pernicious of all Vices; who are laying Poyſon 
in the Way of their Countrymen, Poyſon by which not on- 
Iy the Body but the Mind is contaminated; who are attemp- 
ting to eftabliſh by a Law a Practice productive of all the 


Miſeries to which Human Nature is incident, a Practice 
which will at once diſperſe Diſeaſes or Sedition, promote 


* 


Beggary and Rebellion. 
* This, my Lords, is the Expedient by which the Acute- 


neſs of our Miniſtry propoſes to raiſe the Supplies of the pre - 


ſent Year ; and by this they hope to convince the Nation 


that they are qualified for the high Truſts to which they 
are 


[ 
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are advaneed 3.and that they owe their Advancement only: An, 26. Geo, ti, 


their 


to the Superiority of their Abilities, the Extent of 


Knowledge, and the Maturity. of their Experience: By this v? 


Mafter-ſtroke of Policy they hope to lay for their Autho- 
rity a firm and durable Foundation, and to poſſeſs. them- 
ſelves by this happy Contrivance at once of the Confidence 
of the Crown and the Affections of the People. 
But, my Lords, I am fo little convinced of their Abi- 
lities, that amidſt all the Exultation which this new Scheme 
produces, I will venture to pro the. Decline of their 
Influence, and to fix the Period of their Greatneſs ; for L 
am perſuaded that natwithſtanding the Readineſs with which 


. * 


they have hitherto. ſacrificed the Intereſt of their Country, 
notwithſtanding the deſperate Precipitation with which they 
have blindly engaged in the moſt dangerous Meaſures, they 
will not be able to continue a Year in their preſent Sta- 
tens, , ce ie 
The Bill now under our Conſideration, my Lords, will 
undoubtedly make all thoſe their Enemies whom it does not 
corrupt; for what can he expected from. it but! univerſal Diſ- 
order and boundleſs Wickedneſs > Wickedneſs made inſo- 
lent by the Protection of the Law, and Diſorder promoted 
by all thoſe whoſe Wealth is increaſed by the Iucreaſe of 
the Revenues of the Government. 
Had it been urged, my Lords, in Defence of this Bill 
that it was neceſſary to raiſe Money, and that Money could 
only be raiſed by encreaſing the Conſumption of diſtilled 
Spirits, it would have been apparent that it was well calcu- 
lated to promote the Purpoſes intended; but ſurely, to aſſert 
that it will obſtruct the Uſe of theſe Liquors, is to diſcover 
a Degree either of Ignorance, of Effrontery, or af Folly, by 
which few Stateſmen have been hitherto. diſtinguiſhed, _ . -- 
If we receive without Examination the Eſtimates whic 
have been laid down, and allow the Duty to riſe as high as 
thoſe by whom it is projected have ventured to aſſert, the 
Price of theſe Liquors can be raiſed but a. Halſpenny a 
Pint; and there are few, even among the loweſt of thoſe 
who indulge themſelves in this fatal Luxury, whom the 
want of a ſingle Halfpenny can often debar from it. 
And though theſe accurate Calculators ſhould inſiſt, that 
Men may ſometimes be compelled to Sobriety by this Ad- 
dition to the Expence of being drunk; yet how far will 
this Reſtraint be found from being equivalent to the new 
Temptation, which will be thrown into the Way of Thou- 
ſands, yet uncorrupted, by the Multitude of new Shops that 


will be opened for the Diſtribution of Poyſon, and the Se- 
| curity 


An. 16. Geo, II. curity which Debauchery will obtain from the Countenance 
1742. of the Legiſlature. J ol oe 
| What will be the Conſequences of any Encouragement 
given to a Vice, already almoſt irrefiſtibly prevalent, I can- 
not determine ; but ſurely nothing is too diſmal to be ex. 
pected from univerſal Drunkenneſs, from a general Depra- 
vity of all the moſt uſeful Part of Mankind, from an'epi- 
demical Fury of Debauchery, and an unbounded Exemption 
from Reſtraint. bY | . 
Flow little any Encouragement is wanting to promote 
the Conſumption of theſe execrable Liquors, how much it 
concerns every Man who has been informed of their Qua- 
lity, and who has ſeen their Conſequences, to oppoſe the 
Uſe of them with his utmoſt Influence, appears from the 
enormous Quantity which the Stills of this Nation annually 
produce. * þ | > 3-807 + mh >” AK 
* The Number of Gallons, which appears from the Ac- 
counts on the Table to have been conſumed laſt Year, is 
Seven Millions! A Quantity ſufficient to deſtroy the Health, 
Interrupt the Labour, and deprave the Morals of a very great 
Part of the Nation : A Quantity which, if it be ſuffered to 
continue undiminiſhed, will, even without any legal Encou- 
ragement of its Uſe, in a ſhort Time deſtroy the 1 
of the Publick, and by impairing the Strength and leſſening 
the Number of Manufacturers and Labourers, introduce 
verty and Famine. 1 
Inſtead therefore of promoting a Practice ſo evidently 
detrimental to Society, let us oppoſe it with the moſt vigo- 
rous Efforts: Let us begin our Oppoſition by rejecting this 
Bill, and then conſider, whether the Execution of the for- 
mer Law ſhall be enforced, or whether another more effi- 
cacious can be formed. | ; n 


n r 


E. of Cholmon- The Earl of Cholmondeley ſpoke to the following Effect: 
deley. My Lords, | 0 

* Though it is undoubtedly the Right of every Member of 

this Houſe to utter his Sentiments with Freedom, yet ſure- 

ly Decency ought to reſtrain us from virulent, and Juſtice 

from undeſerved Reproaches ; we ought not to cenſure any 

Conduct with more Severity than it deſerves, nor condemn 

any Man for Practices of which he is innocent. | 

© This Rule, which will not, I ſuppoſe, be controverted, 

has not, in my Opinion, been very carefully obſerved in 

this Debate; for ſurely nothing is more unjuſt than to aſſert 

or inſinuate, that the Government has looked idly upon the 

Advances 
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prevail without Oppoſition. 


© Of the Care with which this Licentiouſneſs has W 


oppoſed, no other Proof can be required than the Laws 
which have in the preſent Reign been made againſt it. 
Soon after the Acceſſion of his Majeſty, the Uſe of com- 
pound Spirits was prohibited, but this Law being eluded by 
ſubſtituting Liquors ſo drawn as not to be included in the 
Statute, it was ſoon after repealed, and the People were. 
for a Time, indeed, ſuffered to drink diſtilled Liquors with- 
out Reſtraint, becauſe a proper Method of reſtraining them 
was not eafily to be found. Bs pk 85 

« How difficult it was to contrive Means by which this 
Vice might ſafely be prevented, appeared more plainly ſoon 


- afterwards, when the outrageous Licentiouſneſs of the Po- 


pulace made it neceſſary to contrive ſome new Law by which 
the Uſe of that Liquor might be prohibited, to which ſo 
much Inſolence, Idleneſs and Diſſoluteneſs were imputed. 

© The Law which it is now propoſed to repeal, was then 
zealouſly promoted by thoſe who were then moſt diſtinguiſh- 
ed for their Virtue and their Prudence. Every Man who 
had any Regard for the Happineſs of the Publick was alarmed 
at the Inundation of Licentiouſneſs that overflowed this City, 
and began to ſpread itſelf to. the remoter Parts of the King- 
dom; and it was determined that nothing but a total Pro- 
hibition of diſtilled Liquors could preſerve the Peace, and 
reſtore the Virtue of the Nation. | 

A Law was therefore made which prohibited the Retail 
of diſtilled Spirits; and it was expected that the People 
would immediately return to the Uſe of more innocent and 
healthful Liquors, and that this new Art of ſudden Intoxi- 
cation would be wholly ſuppreſſed ; but with how little 
Knowledge of the Diſpoſitions of the Nation this Hope was 
formed, the Event quickly difcovered ; for no ſooner was 
the darling Liquor withheld, than a general Murmur was 
raiſed over all Parts of this great City, and all the lower 
Orders of the People teſtified their Diſcontent in the moſt 
open Manner. Multitudes were immediately tempted by the 
Proſpe& of uncommon Gain to retail the prohibited Liquors ; 
of theſe many were detected and many puniſhed ; and the 
Trade of Information was ſo lucrative and ſo cloſely fol- 
lowed, that there was no Doubt but the Law would pro- 
duce the Effect expected from it, and that the moſt obſtinate 
Retailers would by repeated Proſecutions be diſcouraged 
from the Practice. s 

But no ſooner did the People find their favourite Grati- 

: fication 


Au, 16. Geo. IL. fication in real Danger, than they unanimouſly en 
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its Defence; they diſcovered, that without Informers, the 


ee new Law was without Operation; and the Informers were 


therefore perſecuted by them without Mercy and without 
Remiſſion, till at laſt no Man would venture to proyoke 
the Reſentment of the Populace for the Reward to which 
Information entitled him. 1e hides 

Thus, my Lords, one Law has been eluded by Artifice, 


and another defeated by Violence ; the Practice of drinking 


Spirits, however pernicious, ſtill contiaued to previv's the. 
Magiſtrates could not puniſh a Crime of which they were, 
not informed, and they could obtain no Information of a 
Practice vindicated by the Populaſdſgmme. 
It is not, indeed, to be allowed that the Cuſtom. of 
drinking Diſtilled Liquors, however prevalent, has yet ariſen 
to the Height at which the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt ſeems 
to imagine it arrived; for tho? it is undoubtedly true that 
ſeven Millions of Gallons are annually diſtilled, it is not to 
be, imagined that the whole Quantity is waſted in Debau- 
chery ; ſome. is exhauſted by the Neceſſities, and ſome by 
the Conveniencies of Life ;. a great Part is exported to other 
Countries, and the Diſtillery promotes many other Purpoſes. 
than thoſe of Riot and Licentiouſneſs. RES 
' © That too much however is uſed by the common Peo- 
ple, and that Intemperance has for ſome Time prevailed in 
a Degree unknown to any former Age, cannot be denied; 
and therefore ſome Means. of reclaiming them ought to be 
tried. What then, my Lords, is to be done? The. firſt 


Law was eluded, the ſecond is defied ; the firſt was executed 


but produced no Reſtraint; the ſecond produces a Reſtraint 
ſo violent that it cannot be executed. 


That the preſent Law is ineffectual cannot be doubted 


by thoſe who aſſert, that the Quantity of Spirits diſtilled, has 
every Year encreaſed; and there ſeems to remain therefore 


no other Choice than that of ſuffering this Increaſe to proceed, 


or to endeavour to prevent it by new Regulations. The pre- 
ſent Law ought to be repealed, becauſe it is uſeleſs ; but 
ſurely ſome other ought to ſupply its Place which may be 
more eaſily enforced and leſs violently oppoſed. _ 


The Bill now before us, my Lords, will, in my Opinion, 


anſwer all the Purpoſes of the laſt without Noiſe and without 
Diſturbance. By leſſening the Price of Licences it will put 
a Stop to clandeſtine Retail; and by raiſing that of the Li- 


quors, it will hinder the common People from drinking 


them in their uſual Exceſs. Thoſe who have hitherto lo 


their Reaſon and Limbs twice a Day by their Drunkenneſs. 


will 
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gill not be able under the intended Regulations to commit An, 16, Geo; It, 


the ſame Crime twice in a Week; and as the Temptation 
of Cheapneſs will be taken away, it may be hoped that the 
next Generation will not fall into the fame Vice. ES 
Since therefore, my Lords, the Arguments in favour of 
this Bill are at leaſt plauſible and fpecious ; ſince the Deſign. 
appears to be worthy of this Houſe, and the Method propoſ- 
ed ſuch as may be hoped to produce the Effects which the 
Projectors of the Bill deſire ; and ſince the Opinions of this 
Houſe are at leaſt divided, and the other has paſſed it al- 
mott without Oppoſition, we ought at leaft, in my Opinion, 
not to reje@ it with Precipitation, but refer it to a Com- 
mittee, that it may be fully conſidered, and thoſe Objections, 
which cannot be anſwered, removed by proper Alterations. 


The Earl of Cheferfiel# ſpoke to the following Purport. 
My Lords, e, 1 \ 


The Bill now under our Conſideration appears to me to E. of Cheſterfield 


deſerve a much cloſer Regard than ſeems to have been paid 
to it in the other Houſe, through which it was hurried with 
the utmoſt Precipitation, and where it was paſſed, almoſt with- 
out the Formality of a Debate; nor can I think that Ear- 
neſtneſs with which ſome Lords ſeem inclined to preſs it for- 
ward here, conſiſtent with the Importance of the Conſe- 
quences which may be with great Reaſon expected from it. 
It has been urged that where ſo great a Number have 
formed Expectations of a National Benefit from any Bill, ſo 
much Deference, at leaſt, is due to their Judgment, as that 
the Bill ſhould be conſidered in a Committee, This, my 
Lords, I admit to be in other Caſes a juſt and reaſonable De- 
mand, and will readily allow that the Propoſal not only of a 
conſiderable Number, but even of any ſingle Lord, ought to - 
be fully examined and regularly debated according to the 
uſual Forms of this Houſe. But in the preſent Caſe, my 
Lords, and in all Caſcs like the preſent, this Demand is im- 
proper, becauſe it is uſeleſs ; and it is uſeleſs, becauſe we 
can do now all that we- can do hereafter in a Committee. 
For the Bill before us is a Money- Bill which, according to 
the preſent Opinion of the Commons, we have no Right to 
amend ; and which therefore we have no need of — — 
in a Committee, ſince the Event of all our Deliberations muſt 
be, that we are either to reject or paſs it in its preſent State. 
For I ſuppoſe no Lord will think this a proper Time to enter 
into a Controverſy with the Commons, ſor the Revival of 
thoſe Privileges to which I believe we have a Right, and ſuch 
| 4 
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be ſo great, as not to allow 
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certainly produce. 


"© Todefire therefore, my Lords, that this Bill may be con- 


ſidered in a Committee, is only to defire that it may gain one 
Step without Oppoſition ; that it may proceed through the 


Forms of the Houſe by Stealth, and that the Conſideration of 


it may be delayed till the rag 7 of the Government ſhall 


any other Method. | ; 

* By this Artifice, groſs as it is, the Patrons of this wonder- 
ful Bill hope to obſtruct a plain and open Detection of its 
Tendency. They hope, my Lords, that the Bill ſhall ope- 
rate in the ſame Manner with the Liquor which it is intended 
to bring into more general Uſe ; and that as thoſe that drink 
Spirits are drunk before they are well aware that they are 
drinking, the Effects of this Law ſhall be perceived before we 
know that we have made it. Their Intent is to give us a 
Dram of Policy which is to be ſwallowed before it is taſted, 


and which, when once it is ſwallowed, will turn our 


Heads. 

But, my Lords, I hope we ſhall be fo cautious as to ex- 
amine the Draught which theſe, State Empirics have thought 
proper to offer us ; and I am confident that a very little Exa- 
mination will convince us of the pernicious Qualities of their 


new Preparation, and ſhew that it can have no other Effet 


than that of poyſoning the Publick. 

The Law before us, my Lords, ſeems to be the Effect of 
that Practice of which it is intended likewiſe to be the Cauſe ; 
and to be dictated by the Liquor of which it fo effectually 


promotes the Uſe ; for ſurely it never before was conceived 


by any Man intruſted with the Adminiſtration of publick 

Affairs, to raiſe Taxes by the DeſtruQion of the People. 
Nothing, my Lords, but the Deſtruction of all the moſt 

laborious and uſeful Part of the Nation can be expected from 


the Licence which is now propoſed to be given not only to 


Drunkenneſs, but to Drunkenneſs of the moſt deteſtable and 

dangerous Kind, to the Abuſe not only of intoxicating, but 

of poyſonous Liquors. | 1 | 
* Nothing, my Lords, is more abſurd than to aſſert, that 


the Uſe of Spirits will bz hindred by the Bill now before us, 


or indeed that it will not be in a very great Degree promoted 


by it. For what produces all Kind of Wickedneſs, but the 
Proſpect of Impunity on one Part, or the Solicitation of Op- 
portunity on the other; either of theſe have too frequently 


been ſufficient to overpower the Senſe of Morality and even 
of Religion ; and what is not to be feared from them, oy 
| ; they 


ime for raiſing the Supplies by 
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they ſhall unite their F orce and operate together, when Temp- An. 16. Geo. In 
| Sr 
It is allowed by thoſe who have hitherto diſputed on ei- wrnypmmncd 


tations ſhall be encreaſed, and Terror taken away? 


ther ſide of this Queſtion, that the People appear obſtinately 
enamoured of this new Liquor; it is allowed on both Parts, 
that this Liquor corrupts the Mind, and enervates the Body, 
and deſtroys Vigour and Virtue at the ſame Time that it 
makes thoſe who drink it too idle and too feeble for Work ; 
and while it impoveriſhes them by the preſent Expence, dil- 
ables them from retrieving its ill Conſequences by ſubſequent 
Induſtry. 

I mich be imagined, my Lords, that thoſe who had 
thus far agreed, would not eaſily find any Occaſion. of Diſ- 
pute ; nor would any Man, unacquainted with the Motives 
by which Parliamentary Debates are too often influenced, 
ſuſpect that after the pernicious Qualities of this Liquor, 
and the general Inclination among the People to the immo- 
derate Uſe of it, had been generally admitted, it could be 
afterwards inquired, whether it ought to be made more com- 


mon, whether this univerſal Thirſt for Poyſon ought to be. 


encouraged by the Legiſlature, and whether a new Statute 


| ought to be made to ſecure Drunkards in the Gratification of 


their Appetites. - | 

To pretend, my Lords, that the Deſign of this Bill is to 
prevent or diminiſh the Uſe of Spirits, is to trample upon 
common Senſe, and to violate the Rules of Deceney as well 
as of Reaſon. For when did any Man hear, that a Com- 
modity was prohibited by licenſing its Sale, or that to offer 
and refuſe is the ſame Action? 

It is indeed pleaded, that it will be made dearer by the 
Tax which is propoſed, and that the Encreaſe of the Price 
will diminiſh the Numbers of the Purchaſers ; but it is at 
the ſame Time expected that this Tax ſhall ſupply the Ex- 


pence of a War on the Continent : It is aſſerted therefore, 


that the Conſumption of Spirits will be hindered, and yet 
that it will be ſuch as may be expected to furniſh, from a 
very ſmall Tax, a Revenue ſufficient for the Support of Ar- 
mies, for the Re-eſtabliſhment of the Auſtrian Family, and 
the Repreſſing of the Attempts of France. 

* Surely, my Lords, theſe Expectations are not very con- 
ſiſtent, nor can it be imagined that they are both formed in 


the ſame Head, though they may be expreſſed by the ſame 


Mouth. It is however ſome Recommendation of a Stateſ- 

man, when of his Aſſertions one can be found reaſonable or 

true; and in this, Praiſe cannot be denied to our preſent 

Miniſters ; for though it is undoubtedly falſe, that this he 
| wi 


C.. tamI 
An. 16. Geo. II. jyijjJeſſen the Conſumption of Spirits, it is certainly trus 
tuat it will produce a very large Revenue; a Revenue that 
* will Lo fail bat with the People from whoſe Debaucheries 
„ wid Leh i e Dk 
Our Miniſters will therefore have the ſame Honour 
with their Predeceſſors of having — Riſe to a new Fund, 


not indeed for the —— of our , but for much more 
valuable Parpoſes, for the cheering of our Hearts under 
Oppreſſion, and far the ready Support of thoſe Debus 
which we have loſt hopes of paying. They are reſolved, 
my Lords, that the Nation, which no Endeavours cati make 
wiſe, ſhall, while they are at its Head, at leaſt be merry ; 
and fince publick Happineſs'is the End of Government, they 
ſeem to imagine that they ſhall deſerve Applauſe by an Ex. 
pedient which will enable every Man to lay his Cares aſleep, 
to drown Sorrow, and loſe in the Delights of Drunkenne6 
both the publick Miſeries and his own. | 
Luxury, my Lords, is to be taxed, but Vice prohibi- | 
ted, let the Difficulties in executing the Law be what they | 
will. Would you lay a Tax upon 'a Breach of the Ten 
Commandments? Would not ſuch a Tax be wicked and 
ſcandalous ; becauſe it would imply an Indulgence to all 
thoſe who could pay the Tax? Is not this a Reproach moſt 
aſtly thrown by Proteftants upon the Church of Rome? ] 
as it not the chief Cauſe of the Reformation? And will c 
you follow a Precedent which brought Reproach and Ruin t 
upon thoſe that introduc'd it? This is the very Caſe now be- t 
fore us: You are going to lay a Tax, and conſequently. to 
indulge a Sort of Drunkenneſs, which almoſt neceſſarily pro- p 
duces a Breach of every one of the Ten Commandments. 
Can you expect the Reverend Bench will approve of this? tl 


J am convinced they will not, and therefore I wiſh I had Cc 
ſeen it full upon this Oecaſion. I am ſure I have ſeen it tl 
much fuller upon other Occaſions, in which Religion had 0 be 


ſuch deep Concern. | 

„We have already, my Lords, ſeveral Sorts of Funds in 6 
this Nation ; ſo many that a Man muſt have a good deal of < 
Learning to be Maſter of them. Thanks to his Majeſty, we r 
have now amongſt us the moſt learned Man of the Nation in J 
this Way. I wiſh he would riſe up and tell us, what Name 't 
we are to give to this new Fund. We have already the ©f 
Civil Liſt Fund, the Sinking Fund, the Aggregate Fund, 
the South Sea Fund, and God knows how many .others 
What Name we are to give to this new Fund I know not, .f 
unleſs we are to call it the Drinking Fund. Tt may perhaps * ft 
enable the People of a certain Foreign Territory to —_ | 
| f et 
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Claret, but it will diſable the People of this Kingdom from An. 16. Geo. II. 


drinking any Thing elſe but Gin; for when a Man has by 
Gin-drinking render'd himſelf unfit for Labour or Buſineſs 
he can purchaſe nothing elſe, and then the beſt Thing he can 
do is to drink on till he dies. 

« Surely, my Lords, Men of ſuch ada Benevolence, 
as our preſent Miniſters, deſerve ſuch Honours as were 
never paid before; they deſerve to beſtride a But upon 
every Sign-Poſt in the City, or to have their Figures exhibi- 
ted as Tokens where this Ln is to be ſold by the Licence 
which they have procur'd. They muſt be at leaſt remem- 
bered to future Ages, as the happy Politicians, who, after 


| all Expedients for raiſing Taxes had been employed, diſco- 


vered a new Method of draining the laſt Reliques of the 
publick Wealth, and added a new Revenue to the Govern- 
ment ; nor will thoſe, who ſhall hereafter enumerate the ſe- 
veral Funds now eſtabliſhed among us, forget among the Be- 
nefators to their Country the illuſtrious Authors of the 
Drinking Fund. - 

May I be allowed, my Lords, to congratulate my Coun- 
trymen and Fellow- Subjects upon the happy Times which 


| are now approaching, in which no Man will be diſqualified 


from the Privilege of being drunk ; when all Diſcontent and 
Diſloyalty ſhall be forgotten, and the People though now 
conſidered by the Miniſtry as Enemies, ſhall acknowledge 
the Lenity of that Government under which all Reſtraints are 
taken away. 

* But to a Bill for ſuch deſirable Purpoſes it would be 
proper, my Lords, to prefix a Preamble in which the Kind- 
refs of our Intentions ſhould be more fully explain d; that 
the Nation may not miſtake our Indulgence for Cruelty, nor 
conſider their Benefactors as their Perſecutors. If therefore 
this Bill be conſidered and amended, (for why elſe ſhould it 
be conſidered) in a Committee, I ſhall humbly propoſe, that 


it ſhall be introduced in this Manner. Whereas the Deſigns 


* of the preſent Miniſtry, whatever they are, cannot be exe- 
*cuted without a great Number of Mercenaries, which Merce- 
© naries cannot be hired without Money; and whereas the 
* preſent Diſpoſition of this Nation toDrunkenneſs inclines us 


to believe, that they will pay more chearfully for the undi- 
* ſturb'd Enjoyment of diſtill'd Liquors, than for any other 


* Conceſſion that can be made by the Government; z be it 
*eaacted by the King's molt excellent Majeſty, that no Man 
* ſhall hereafter be denied the Right of being _ on the 
following Conditions.” 
This, my Lords, to trifle no longer, 19 th proper Pre- 
Vor. VIII. Part. 2. amble 
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the Religion of the Nation is particularly conſigned, will 


„ 
An. 16. Geo. II. amble to this Bill, which contains only the Conditions on 


which the People of this Kingdom are to be allowed hence- 
forward to riot in Debauchery, in Debauchery licens'd by 
Law and countenanced by the Magiſtrates ; for there is no 
doubt but thoſe on whom the Inventers of this Tax ſhall 
confer Authority, will be directed to affiſt their Maſters in 
their Deſign to encourage the Conſumption of that Liquor 
from which ſuch large Revenues are expected, and to multi- 
ply without End thofe Licences which are to pay @ yearly 
Tribute to the Crown. | 
By this unbounded Licence, my Lords, that Price will 
be leſſened, from the Increaſe of which the Expectations of 
the Efficacy of this Law are pretended ; for the Number of 
Retailers will leſſen the Value as in all other Caſes, and lef- 
ſen it more than this Tax will encreaſe it. Beſides it is to be 
conſidered, that at preſent the Retailer expects to be paid for 
the Danger which he incurs by an unlawful Trade, and will 
not truſt his Reputation or his Purſe to the Mercy of his 
Cuſtomer, without a Profit proportioned to the Hazard; 
but when once the Reftraint ſhall be taken away, he will 
ſell for common Gain; and it can hardly be imagined that at 
preſent he ſubjects himſelf to Informations and Penalties for 
leſs than Six-pence a Gallon. 7 | 
The ſpecious Pretence, on which this Bill is founded, 
and indeed the only Pretence that deſerves to be termed ſpe- 
cious, is the Property of taxing Vice; but this Maxim of 
Government has on this Occaſion been either miſtaken orper- 6 
verted. Vice, my Lords, is not properly to be taxed but n 
ſuppreſſed, and heavy Taxes are ſometimes the only Means il # 
by which that Suppreſſion can be attained, Luxury, my ! 
Lords, or the Exceſs of that which is pernicious only by its 10 
Exceſs, may very properly be taxed, that ſuch Exceſs, tho 8 
not ſtrictly unlawful, may be made more difficult. But the : 
Uſe of theſe Things which are fimply hurtful, hurrfal in MW I. 
their own Nature and in every Degree, is to be prohibited. WW *! 
None, my Lords, ever heard in any Nation of a Tax upon tt 
Theft or Adultery, becauſe a Tax implies a Licence prant- 8 
ed for the Uſe of that which is taxed, to all who ſhall be W ec 
willing to pay it. | 
« Drunkenneſs, my Lords, is univerſally and in all Cir- 
cumſtances an Evil; and therefore ought not be taxed but 
puniſhed, and the Means of it not to be made eaſy by a flight 
Impoſt which none can feel, but to be removed out of the 
Reach of the People, and ſecured by the heavieſt Taxes le- 
vied with the utmoſt Rigour. I hope thoſe, to whoſe Care 
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unanimouſly join with me in maintaining the Neceſſity not An. 16. Geo. II. 


of taxing Vice but ſuppreſſing it, and unite for the rejecting 


of a Bill, by which the future as well as preſent Happineſs of = 


Thouſands mult be deſtroyed, 


My Lords, 


174. 


Then the Lord Viſcount Lon/dale roſe up and = as follows : Lord Lonſdale. 


* The Bill now before us has, from its firſt Appearance in 
the other Houſe, ſeem'd to me of ſuch Importance as to de- 
ſerve the greateſt Attention, and to demand the moſt dili- 
gent Inquiry; and I have therefore conſider'd it with un- 


| common Care, and purſued all thoſe Inquiries from which 


I could expect any Aſſiſtance for diſcovering its Tendency 
and its Conſequences, with the niceſt and moſt anxious Vi- 
ilance. | 

£ That my Attention and Diligence may not wholly ter- 
minate in the Gratification of idle and uſeleſs Curioſity, it 
is proper to inform your Lordſhips of the Reſult. By this 
I hope to convince you, as I am myſelf convinced, that 
this Bill cannot become a Law, without endangering the 
Lives of Thouſands ; without diſperſing Diſeaſes over the 
Nation, or without multiplying Crimes beyond the Poſſibi- 
lity of Reſtraint or Puniſhment ;. that it will fill the Land 


with Confuſion for a Time, by infatuating the People, and 


aſterwards lay it deſolate by deſtroying them. 

* All my Enquiries, my Lords, have had one conſtant 
and uniform Effect. On what fide ſoever, I have turned 
my Speculations, I have found new Arguments againſt this 


Bill, and have diſcovered new Miſchiefs compriſed in it; 


Miſchiefs which, however ſome may endeavour to over- 
look, and others to deſpiſe, will be found in a ſhort Time too 


general to be concealed and too formidable to be neglected. 
The firſt Conſideration, in which the Neceſſity of de- 


liberating on this Bill engaged me, related to the Quality 
of the Liquors which are mentioned in it. With Regard to 
this Queſtion, my Lords, there was no Poſſibility of long 
Suſpenſe ; for the pernicious Effects of Spirits were confeſſed 
equally by all thoſe who countenanced and oppoſed this new 
Project; nor could any Man take a Survey of this City 
without meeting in his Way ſuch Objects as might make 
all farther Enquiry ſuperfluous. The Idleneſs, the Inſo- 
lence, the Debauchery of the common People, and their 
naturai and certain Conſequences, Poverty, Diſeaſes, Mi- 


ſery and Wickedneſs, are to be obſerved without any Inten- 


tion of indulging ſuch diſagreeable Speculations ; in every 
Part of this great Metropolis, whoever ſhall paſs along the 
5 1 — Streets 
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An. 16. Geo. 11, Streets, will find Wretches ſtretched upon the Pavement, 
— 1742. inſenſible and Motionleſs, and only removed by the Charity 
of Paſſengers from the Danger of being run over, or ſtran- 
gled with Filth in the common Sewers ; and others leſs help. 
leſs, perhaps, but more dangerous, who have drank too much 
to fear Puniſhment, but enough to hinder them from pro- 
voking it; who think themſelves in the Elevation of Drunk. 
enneſs intitled to treat all thoſe with Contempt whom their 
Dreſs diſtinguiſhes from them, and to reſent every Injury, 
which in the Heat of their Imagination they ſuppoſe them- 
ſelves to ſuffer, with the utmoſt Rudeneſs and Scurrility. 
No Man can paſs a ſingle Hour in publick Places with- 
out meeting ſuch Objects, or hearing ſuch Expreſſions as 
diſgrace human Nature; ſuch as cannot be looked upon 
without Horror, or heard without Indignation, and which 
there is however no Poſſibility of removing or preventing, 

whilſt this hateful Liquor is publickly fold. 
But the viſible and obvious Effects of theſe pernicious 
Draughts, however offenfive, or inconvenient, ' are yet 
much leſs to be dreaded than their more ſlow and ſecret O- 
perations. That Exceſs of diſtilled Spirits inflames the 
Poor to Inſolence and Fury; that it expoſes them either to 
Hurt by making them inſenſible of Danger, or to Puniſh- 
ment by making them fearleſs of Authority, is not to be 
reckoned the moſt fatal Conſequence of their Uſe; for theſe 
Effects, though their Frequency makes it neceſſary to ſup- 
preſs them, with Regard to each Individual are of no long 
Duration; the Underſtanding is in a ſhort Time recovered 
after a ſingle Debauch, and the Drunkard may return to 

his Employment. . | 

But though the Pleaſures of Drunkennefs are quickly at 
an End, its Pains are of longer Continuance. Theſe Li. 
quors not only infatuate the Mind but poiſon the Body; 
nor do they produce only momentary Fury, but incurable 
Debility, and lingering Diſeaſes; they not only fill our 
Streets with Madmen, and our Priſons with Criminals, but 
our Hoſpitals with Cripples. Thoſe who have for a Time 
infeſted the publick Walks with their Inſults, quickly diſ- 
turb them with their Lamentations, and are ſoon reduced 
from Bullies to Beggars, and obliged to ſolicite Alms from 
thoſe they uſed to threaten and inſult. | DP: 
Nor does the Ule of Spirits, my Lords, only impove- 
Tiſh the Publick, by leſſening the Number of uſeful and la- 
borious Hands, but by cutting off thofe Recruits by which 
its natural and inevitable Loſſes are to be ſupplied. The 
Uſe of diltilled Liquors impairs the Fecundity of the human 
3 8 Race, 
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Race, and hinders that Increaſe which Providence has or- An. 16. Geo. IT. 


dained for the Support of the World. Thoſe Women who 


riot in this poiſonous Debauchery are quickly diſabled from 
bearing Children, by bringing on themſelves in a ſhort 
Time all the Infirmities and Weakneſſes of Age, or what 
is yet more deſtructive to general Happineſs, produce Chil- 
dren diſeaſed from their Birth by the Vices of their Parents, 
Children whoſe Blood is tainted with inveterate and accu- 
mulated Maladies, for which no Cure can be expected; and 
who therefore are an additional Burthen to the Community, 
and muſt be ſupported through a miſerable Life by that La- 
bour which they cannot ſhare, and muſt be protected by that 
Community of which they cannot contribute to the De- 
fence. | 

* Thus, my Lords, is the great Source of Power and 
Wealth dried up; the Numbers of the People are every 
Day diminiſhed ; and by Conſequence our Armies muſt 
be weakened, our Trade abandoned, and our Lands uncul- 
tivated. To diminiſh the People of any Nation is the moſt 
atrocious political Crime that it is poſſible to commit; for 
it tends not to inſlave or impoveriſh, but to annihilate, not 
to make a Nation miſerable, but to make it no longer a 
Nation. 

Such, my Lords, are the Effects of diſtilled Liquors, 
Effects which I would not have ſhocked you with the Enu- 
meration of, had it not been with a Deſign of preventing 
them; and ſurely no Man will be charged with ſo trivial 
an Offence as Negligence of Delicacy, when he is plead- 
ing not for the Honour of the Life of a ſingle Man, but for 
the Peace of the preſent Age, the Health of Poſterity, and 
the Exiſtence of the Britiſb People. | 

* After having examined the Nature of theſe Liquors, it 
is natural to enquire, how much they are in Uſe ; whether 
Mankind appear to know their Quality, and avoid and de- 
teſt them like other Poiſons ; or whether they are conſidered 
as inoffenfive and drank like other Liquors mcerly to raiſe 
the Spirits. | 

It is well known, my Lords, that theſe Liquors have 
not been long in Uſe among the common People. Spirits 
were at firſt only imported from Foreign Countries ; and 
were by Conſequence too dear for the Luxuries of the Vul- 
gar. In Time it was diſcovered that it was praQticable to 
draw from Grain and other Products of our own Soil ſuch 
Liquors as, though not equally pleaſing to elegant Palates 
with thoſe of other Nations, reſembled them at leaſt in 


their inebriating Quality, and might be afforded at an eaſy 


Rate; and conſequently generally purchaſed, 
Rr 3 This 
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An. 16. Geo. 11. This Difcovery, my Lords, gave Riſe to the new Trade 


of Diſtilling, which has been now for many Years carried on 
in this Nation, and of the Progreſs of which, fince the Daties 
were laid upon its Produce, an exact Account may be eaſily 
obtained, which I thought ſo neceſſary in our Deliberations 
on this Bill, that I have procured it to be drawn out. | 
The amazing Increaſe of the Conſumption of Spirits for 


the laſt ten Years, is a Proof too evident of the Prevalence | 


of this deſtructive Species of Drinkenneſs ; and I fhall | 
therefore, without troubling your Lordſhips with earlier Ac- | 
counts, only mention in round Numbers, the vaſt Quantities | 
for which the Duty has been paid for a few Years in that 
Period. In the Year 1733, the Number of Gallons diſtilled ! 
was three Millions and nine hundred Thouſand, which in 
1735 was encreaſed to five Millions and three hundred Thou- | 
ſand : Soon afterwards the Law was made which we are now | 
perſuaded to repeal, by the Execution of which,” however | 


- feeble and irreſolute, the Number was reduced in the firſt } 


Year afterwards to three Millions, and 0 perhaps by | 
ſteady Perſeverance have been every Year leſſened ; but in a 
ſhort Time the People prevailed in the Conteſt with the Le- 
giſlature, they intimidated Information, and wearied Proſecu | 
tion; and were at length allowed to indulge themſelves in | 
the Enjoyment of their favourite Vice without any farther } 
Moleſtation. END | | 
The Effects of this Indulgence, my Lords, have been | 
very remarkable, nor can it be denied that the Government 
betrayed great Weakneſs in ſuffering the Laws to be over ruled 
by Drunkenneſs, and the meaneſt and moſt profligate of the 
People to ſet the Laws at Defiance ; for the Vice which had 
been ſo feebly oppoſed ſpread wider and wider, and every 
Year added regularly another Million of Gallons to the 
Quantity of Spirits diftilled, till in the Jaſt Year they aroſe 
to ſeven Millions and one hundred thouſand Gallons. 
Such, my Lords, is at preſent the State of the Nation: 
Seven Millions of Gallons of theſe poyſonous Liquors are 
every Year ſwallowed by the Inhabitants of this Kingdom; 


and this Qpantity, enormous as it is, will probably every 


Year encreaſe, till the Number of the People ſhall be ſenſibly 
diminiſhed by the Diſeaſes which it muſt produce; nor ſhall 
we find any Decay of this pernicious Trade, but by the ge- 
neral Mortality that will over-ſpread the Kingdom. 

At leaft if this Vice ſhould be ſuppreſſed, it muſt be ſup- 
preſſed by ſome ſupernatural Interpoſition of Providence; for 


nothing is more abſurd than to imagine that the Bill —_ 
| fore 
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fore us can produce any ſuch Effect. For what, my Lords, An. 16. Ceo. II. 


encourages any Man to a Crime but Security from Puniſh- 
ment, or what tempts him to the Commiſſion of it but fre- 
quent Opportunity ? We are however about to reform the 
Practice of drinking Spirits, by making Spirits more eaſy to 
be procured ; we are about to hinder them from being bought 
by exempting the Vender from all Fear of Puniſhment. 


It has indeed been aſſerted that the Tax now to be laid 


upon theſe Liquors will have ſuch wonderful Effects, that 
thoſe who are at preſent drunk twice a Day will not be hence- 
forward able to commit the ſame Crime twice a Week ; an 
Aſſertion which I could not hear without wondering at the 


new Diſcoveries which Miniſterial Sagacity can ſometimes 


make. 

Ja Deliberations on a Subject of ſuch Importance, my 
Lords, no Man ought to content himſelf with Conjecture, 
where Certainty may, at whatſoever Expence of Labour, be 
attained 3 nor ought any Man to negle& a careful and atten- 
tive Examination of his Notions before he offers them in pub- 
lick Conſultations ; for if they were erroneous, and no Man 
can be certain that he is in the right, who has never brovght 
his own Opinions to the Teſt of Inquiry, he expoſes himielf 
to be detected in his Ignorance, and to that Contempt which 
ſuch Detection naturally and juſtly produces: Or if his Au- 
cience ſubmit their Reaſon to his Authority, and neglect to 
examine his Aſſertions, in Confidence that he has ſufficiently 
examined them himſelf, he may ſuffer what to an honeſt 
Mind muſt be far more painful than any perſonal Ignominy ; 
he may languiſh under the Conſciouſneſs of having influenced 


the publick Counſels by falſe Declarations, and having by 
his Negligence betrayed his Country to Calamities, which a 


cloſer Attention might have enabled him to have foreſeen. 


Whether the noble Lord, who alledg'd the Certainty of 


Reformation which this Bill will produce, ever examined his 
own Opinion, I know not ; but I think it neceſſary atleaſt to 
conſider it more particularly to ſupply that Proof of it which, 
if it be true, he neglected to produce, or to ſhew, if it be 
found falſe, how little confident Aſſertions are to be regarded. 
Between twice a Day, and twice a Week, the noble Lord 
will not deny the Proportion to be as ſeven to one ; and 
therefore to. prevent — in the Degree which he 
perſuades us to expect, the Price of the Liquor muſt be raiſed 
in the ſame Proportion; but the Duty laid upon the Gallon 
will not encreaſe the Price a fifth Part, even though it ſhould 
not be eluded by diſtilling Liquors of an extraordinary 
Strength; one fiſth Part of the Price is therefore, in his 
R r 4 Lordſhips, 
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multiplied. Such are the Arguments which have been pro- 
duced in favour of this Bill; and ſuch is the Diligence with 


which the publick Happineſs is promoted by thoſe who have 


Hopes of being enriched by publick Calamities. | 
As the Tax will not make a fifth Part of the Price, and 
even that may be in ſome Meaſure evaded, the Duty paid 
for Licences ſcarcely deſerves Conſideration; for it is not 
intended to hinder Retailers, but to make them uſeful in ſome 
Degree to the Miniſtry, by paying an yearly Tax for the 
Licence of poiſoning, | | 
It is therefore apparent, upon the noble Lord's Suppo- 
ſition that the Price of the Liquor will be raiſed in Conſe- 
quence of this Tax, that no Man can be hindered from more 
than a fifth Part of his uſual Debauchery ; which however 
would be ſome Advantage to the Publick ; but even this ſmall 
Advantage cannot be expected from the Bill, becauſe one Part 
will obſtruct the Benefits that might be hoped from another. 
The Duty upon Liquors, however inconſiderable, will be 
neceſſarily an Augmentation of the Price to the firſt Buyer, 
but probably that Augmentation will be very little felt by the 
Conſumer. For, my Lords, it muſt be conſidered that many 
Circumſtances concur to conſtitute the Price of any Commo- 
dity; the Price of what is in itſelf cheap, may be raiſed by 
the Art or the Condition of thoſe that ſell it; what is en- 
groſſed by a few Hands, is ſold dearer than when the ſame 
Quantity is diſperſed in many; and what is ſold in Security, 
and under the Protection of the Law, is cheaper than that 
which expoſes the Vender to Proſecutions and Penalties. 
At preſent, my Lords, diſtilled Spirits are ſold in Op- 
poſition to the Laws of the Kingdom ; and therefore it is 
reaſonable, as has been before obſerved, to believe that an 
extraordinary Profit is expected, becauſe no Man will incur 
Danger without Advantage. It is at preſent retailed for the 
greateſt Part by indigent Perſons, who cannot be ſuppoſed to 
bay it in large Quantities ; and conſequently not at the chea- 
peſt Rate, and who muſt of Neceflity gain a large Profit, be- 
cauſe they are to ſubſiſt upon a very ſmall Stock. | 
* Thele Cauſes concurring may be eaſily imagined to raiſe 
the Price more than a fifth Part above the Profit which is ex- 
pected in other Traffick; but when this Bill ſhall become a 
Law, the Neceſſity of large Profit will no longer ſubſiſt; for 
there will then be no Danger in retailing Spirits, and they 
will be chiefly {old in Houſes by Perſons who can afford to 
purchaſe them in great Quantities, who can be truſted by the 
Diſtiller, for the uſual Time allowed in other Trades; ” 
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th E: Beſides, my Lords, it is ab to imagine, that the * cg 
ve reſent Profit to the Retailer is very great, ſince like that - 

which ariſes from the clandeſtine Exportation of Wool, it is 
d ſufficient to tempt Multitudes to a Breach of the Law, a Con- 
id tempt of Penalties, and a Defiance of the Magiſtrates ; and 
ot it may be therefore imagined that there is Room for a con- 
te iderable Abatement of the Price, which may ſubſtrat much. 
ie more than is added by this new Duty. | 

This Deduction from the Price, my Lords, will peokals- 

o- ly be ſoon produced by the Emulation of Retailers; who, 
e when the Trade becomes ſafe and publick, will endeavour 
e to attract Buyers by low Rates; for what the noble Lord, 
er whoſe ingenious Aſſertion I am now oppoſing, has declared 
ll with reſpect to Traders, that for a Tax of a Penny upon any 
rt Commodity, they oblige the Conſumers to advance Two- 

pence, is not univerſally true; and I believe it is as likely 
0 that the People will inſiſt upon having the ſame Liquor at 
7 the uſual Price, without regard to the Tax, as that the 
e Venders will be able to raiſe their Price in an unreaſonable 
y P-oportion. The Obſtinacy of the People with regard to 
„ this Liquor, my Lords, has already appeared; and I am in- 
y clined to believe, that they who have confeſſedly conquered 
. the Legiſlature, will not ſuffer themſelves to be overcome in 
0 tie ſame Cauſe by the Avarice of Alehouſe-keepers. 
's J am therefore confident, my Lords, that this Bill will 
it produce no beneficial Effects even in this City; and that in 

the Country where the Sale of Spirits was hindered by the 
* late Law, or where, at leaſt, it might have been hindered in 
is a great Meaſure, it will propagate Wickedneſs and Debau- 
n chery in a Degree never yet known ; the Torrent of Licen- 
Ir tiouſneſs will break at once upon it, and a ſudden Free- 
e dom from Reſtraint will produce a wanton Enjoy ment of 
0 Privileges which had never been thought ſo valuable, had 
. they never been taken away. Thus, while the Crowds of 


- the Capital are every Day thin'd by the licenced Diſtributers 
of Poy ſon, the Country which is to be conſidered as the Nur- 


e ſery, in which the human Species is chiefly propagated, will 
- be made barren; and that Race of Men will be intercepted, 
which is to defend the Liberty of the neighbouring Nations 
r . the next Age, and to extend our Commerce to other King- 
oms. 
0 The Bill, my Lords, will therefore produce none of the 
e Advantages which thoſe who promote it have had the Confi- 
J dence to promiſe the Publick. But let us now examine, * 
0 ther 
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fits which they expect from it themſelves. 18 

That one of the Intentions of it is to raiſe a Sum to ſup- 
ply the preſent Exigencies of the Government is not denied; 
that this is the only Intention is generally believed, and be- 
lieved upon the ſtrongeſt Reaſons; for it is the only Effet 
which it can poſſibly produce; and to this End it is calculat- 
ed, with all the Skill of Men long vers'd in the laudable Art 
of contriving Taxes and of raiſing Money. | 

© I have already ſhewn to your Lordſhips, that ſeven Mil- 
lions of Gallons of Spirits are annually diſtill'd in this King. 
dom ; this Conſumption, at the ſmall Duty of Sixpence a 
Gallon, now to be impoſed, will produce a yearly Revenue 
of 175,000 l. and the Tax upon Licences may be rated at a 
very large Sum; fo that there is a Fund ſufficient, I hope, 
for the Expences which a Land War is to bring upon us, 

But we are not to forget, my Lords, that this is only 
the Produce of the firſt Year ; and that the Tax is likely to 
afford every Year a larger Revenue. As the Conſumption 
of thoſe Liquors under it: late Diſcouragements has advanced 
a Million of Gallons every Year, it may be reaſonably ima- 
gined that by the Countenance of the Legiſlature and the 
Protection of Authority it will encreaſe in a double Proporti- 
on; and that in ten Years more, twenty Millions will be di- 
ſtill'd every Year for the Deſtruction of the People. 

* Thus far, my Lords, the Scheme of the Miniſtry appears 
proſperous ; but all Proſperity, at leaſt all the Proſperity of 
Diſhoneſty, muſt in Time have an End. The PraQtice of 
drinking cannot be for ever continued, becauſe it will hurry 
the preſent Generation to their Grave, and prevent the Pro- 
duction of another; the Revenue muſt ceaſe with the Con- 
ſumption, and the Conſumption muſt be at an End, when the 
Conſumers are deſtroyed. 

* But this, my Lords, cannot ſpeedily happen, nor have 
our Miniſters any Dread of Miſeries which are only to fall 
in diſtant Times upon another Generation. It is ſufficient 
for them if their Expedient can ſapply thoſe Exigencies 
which their Counſels have brought upon the Publick, if they 
pay their Court to the Crown with Succeſs at whatever Diſ- 
advantage to the People, and continue in Power till they 
have enlarged their Fortunes ; and then without Puniſhment 
retire to enjoy them, ; 

But I hope, my Lords, that we ſhall act upon very dif- 
ferent Principles; that we ſhall examine the moſt diſtant Con- 
ſequences of our Reſolutions ; and conſider ourſelves, not as 


the Agents of the Crown to levy Taxes, but as the Guardi- 
ans 


| — | 
e- ans of the People to promote the publiek Happineſs ; that An. 16. Geo. II. 
; we ſhall always TR that Happineſs can be produc'd on- 1742 
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p- ly by Virtue 3 andthat fince this Bill can tend only to the 
3 Encreaſe of Debug} wn ſhall, without the Formality of 
e. a Committment, unanimouſly reject it with Indignation and 


Q Abhorrence. | 

t | | : 

rt Then Lord Carteret ſtood up and ſpoke as follows : 
My Lords, | 


l The Bill now before us has been examined with the ut- Lord Carteret. 
4 moſt Acuteneſs, and oppoſed with all the Arts of Eloquence 
a and Argumentation, nor has any Topic been forgotten that 
* could ſpeciouſly be employed againſt it. It has been repre- 
a ſented by ſome as contrary to Policy, and by others as oppo- 
e, ite to Religion, its Conſequences have been diſplayed with 
all the Confidence of Prediction, and the Motives upon which 
ly it has been formed declared to be ſuch as, I hope, every Man 
0 abhors who projected or defends it. 
IN It has been aſſerted, that this Bill owes its Exiſtence only 
ed to the Neceſſity of raiſing Taxes for the Support of unneceſſa- 
” ry Troops, to be employed in uſeleſs and dangerous Expedi- 
he tions; and that thoſe who defend it have no Regard to the 
u- Happineſs or Virtue of the People, nor any other Deſign 
l than to raiſe Supplies, and gratify the Miniſtry. | 
In purſuance of this Scheme of Argument, the Conſe- 


or quences of this Bill have been very artfully deduced, and ve- 
of ry copiouſly explained ; and it has been aſſerted that by paſ- 
of ing it, we ſhall ſhew ourſelves the Patrons of Vice, the De- 
ry fenders of Debauchery, and the Promoters of Drunkenneſs. 
* * It has been declared that in Conſequence of this Law, 
4 by which the Uſe of diſtill'd Liquors is intended to be re- 
he ſtrained, the Retailers of them will be maltiplied, and mul- 
tiplied without End, till the Corruption, which is already 
ye too extenſive, is become general, and the Nation is transform- 
al ed into a Herd of Drunkards. | 
_ With Regard to the Uſes to which the Money which 
8 ſhall ariſe from this Tax is to be applied, though it has been 
ye more than once mentioned in this Debate, I ſhall paſs it 
1 over, as without any Connection with the Queſtion before 
ey us. To confound different Topicks, may be uſeful to thoſe 
at whoſe Deſign is to impoſe upon the Inattention or Weakneſs 
of their Opponents, as they may be enabled by it to alter 
if- ſometimes the State of the Controverſy, and to hide their 
1 Fallacies in Perplexity and Confuſion; but always to be a- 
on voided by thoſe who endeavour to diſcover and to eſtabliſh 
6 Truth, who diſpute not to confound but to convince, and 


who 
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An. 16; Geo. II. who intend not to diſturb the publick Delibemtions, but 
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aſſiſt them. 


© I ſhall therefore, my Lords, only endeavour to ſhow 
that the Conſequence, of which ſome Lords expreſs, and [ 
believe with Sincerity, ſuch dreadful Apprehenſions, is not, 
in reality, to be feared from this Bill ; that it will probably 
promote the Purpdſe for which it is declared to be calculated; 
and that it will, by no Means, produce that Havock in the 
human Species which ſeems to be ſuſpected, or diffuſe that 
Corruption through the People which has been confidently 
foretold. ; | | t 5 

* The preſent State of this Vice, my Lords, has been 
fully explained as well by thoſe who oppoſe the Bill as by 
thoſe who defend it, The Uſe of Diſtilled Liquors is now 
prohibited by a penal Law, but the Execution of this Law, 
as of all others of the ſame Kind, neceſſarily ſuppoſes a re- 
gular Information of the Breach of it to be laid before the 
Magiſtrate. The People conſider this Law, however juſt or 
neceſſary, as an Act of the moſt tyrannical Cruelty, which 
ought to be oppoſed with the utmoſt Steadineſs and Vigour, 
as an inſupportable Hardſhip from which they ought at any 
Rate to ſet themſelves free. | 

They have determined, therefore, not to be governed 
by this Law ; and have conſequently endeavoured to hinder 
its Execution; and ſo vigorous have been their Efforts, that 
they have at laſt prevailed. At firſt they only oppoſed it 
by their Perſeverance and Obſtinacy ; they reſolved to perfil 
in the Practice of retailing Liquors, without Regard to the 
Penalties which they might incur by it ; and therefore as 
one was ſent to Priſon, his Place was immediately ſupplied 
by another ; and ſo frequent were the Informations, and fo 
fruitleſs the Penalties, that the“ Chief Magiſtrate of the Me- 
tropolis lamented publickly in the other Houſe the unplea - 
ſing Neceſſity to which he was ſubjected by that Law, of 
fining and impriſoning without End, and without Hopes of 
procuring the Reformation that was intended. 

Thus they proceeded for ſome Time, and appeared to 
hope that the Magiſtrates would after a while connive at a 
Practice, which they ſhould find no Degree of Severity ſuft- 
cient to ſuppreſs; that they would fink under the Fatigue 
of puniſhing to no Purpoſe, that they would by Degrees re- 
lax their Vigilance, and leave the People in quiet Poſſeſſion 
of that Happineſs which they appeared to rate at ſo high a 
Price. | 


At length, my Lords, inſtead of wearying the Magi- 


ſtrates, they grew weary themſelves ; and determined no 
longer 
* Sir John Barnard, Lord Mayor of London, Anno 1738. 
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beter to bear Perſecution for their Enjoyments, bat to re. An. 36. Geo. tk 


fit that Law which they could not evade, and to which 


they would not ſubmit. They therefore determined to mark 


out all thoſe who by their Informations promoted its Execu- 


tion, as publick- Enemies, as Wretches who for the Sake of | 


a Reward carried on a Trade of Perjury and Perſecution, 
and who harraſſed their innocent Neighbours only for car- 
rying on a lawful Employment for ſupplying the Wants and 
adminiſtring Cordials to the Poor. 4 

* The Word was therefore given that no Informer ſhould 
be ſpared ; and when an Offender was ſummon'd by the 
civil Officers, Crowds watched at the Door of the Magi- 
ſtrate to reſcue the Priſoner, and to diſcover and ſeize the 
Witneſs upon whoſe Teſtimony he was convicted; and un- 
fortunate was the Wretch who, with the Imputation of this 
Crime upon him, fell into their Hands. It is well remem- 
bred by every Man who at that Time was converſant in this 
City, with what Out-cries of Vengeance an Informer was 
purſued in the publick Streets, and in the open Day ; with 
what Exclamation of Triumph he was ſeized, and with what 
Rage of Cruelty he was tormented. | 

One Inſtance of their Fury I very particularly remem- 
ber; As a Man was paſling along the Streets, the Alarm 
was given that he was an Informer againſt the Retailers of 
Sptrituous Liquors ; the Populace were immediately ga- 
thered as in a 'Time of common Danger, and united in the 


_ Purſuit of a Beaſt of Prey, which it was criminal not to de- 


ſtroy; the Man diſcovered, either by Conſciouſneſs or In- 
telligence, his Danger, and fled for his Life with the utmoſt 
precipitation; but no Houſe-keeper durſt afford him Shelter, 
the Cry encreaſed upon him on all Hands, and the Populace 
rolled on after him with a Torrent not to be refiſted, and 
he was upon the Point of being overtaken, and like ſome 
others deſtroyed, when one of the greateſt Perſons in the 
Nation, hearing the Tumult, and enquiring the Reaſon, 
opened his Doors to the diſtreſſed Fuguive, and ſheltered 
him from their Fury. 

* Soon afterwards there was a Stop put to all Information ; 
no Man dared afterwards, for the ſake of a Reward, to expoſe 
himſelf to the Fury of the People; and the Uſe of theſe 
deſtructive Liquors. was no longer obſtructed. How much 
the Practice of this Kind of Debauchery prevailed after this 
ſhort Reſtraint, and how much the Conſumption of theſe 
deſtructive Liquors has encreaſed, the noble Lord who ſpoke 
lait has very accurately informed us, nor can any Argu- 
ment be offered for the preſent Bill more ſtrong than that 


Which his Computations have already furniſhed. _ 
& : 6 * Or 
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An. 16. Geo. II. For, if it appears, my Lords, and it eannot be doubted 


174 


after ſuch authentick Teſtimonies, that ſeven Millions of 
Gallons of Spirits are every Vear conſumed in this Kingdom 
and that of theſe far the greateſt Quantity is waſted in the 
moſt flagitious and deftruftive Debauchery; it js ſurely at 
length neceſſary to conſider by what Means this Conſump- 
tion, which cannot be ſtopped, may be leſſen'd, and this 
Vice obſtructed, which cannot be reformed. | 

By opening a ſufficient Number of licenſed Shops, the 
Number of unlicenſed Retailers will be neceſlarily leſſened, 
and by raiſing the Price of the Liquor, the Quantity which 
the Poor drink, muſt with equal Certainty be diminiſhed ; 
and as it cannot be imagined that the Number of thoſe who 
will pay annually for Licences, can be equal to that of the 
petty Traders, who now diſpoſe of Spirits in Cellars and in 
the Streets; it is reaſonable to believe that ſince there will 
be fewer Sellers; leſs wall be ſold. + 

Some Lords have indeed declared their Suſpicion, that 
the Number of licenſed Shops will be ſuch as will endanger 
the Health of the People, and the Peace of the Common- 
wealth ; and one has ſo far indulged his Imagination, as to 
declare that he expects fifteen hundred Shops to be ſet open 
for the Sale of Spirits, in a ſhort Time after the Publication 
of this Law. | | 

If it be anſwered, that no Spirits can be ſold but by 
thoſe who keep a Houſe of publick Entertainment by a Li- 
cence from the Juſtices of the Peace, the Opponents of the 


Bill have a Reply ready, that the Juſtices will take all Op- | 


Portunities to promote the Encreaſe of the Revenue, and wil: 
always grant a Licence when it js demanded, without regard 
to the Miſchiefs that may ariſe from the Encreaſe of the Re- 
treats of Idleneſs and Vice; and that therefore to allow Juſ- 
tices to grant Liccnces for the Retail of any Commodity up- 


on which a Tax is laid, is to permit the Sale of it without 


Limits. | 
But, my Lords, this Argument will vaniſh, when it is con- 

fidered that thoſe Juſtices, to whom the Law commits the 

Superintendency of publick Houſes, are ſuperintended them- 


- felves by Men who derive their Authority from a higher 


Power, and whoſe Cenſures are more formidable than judicial 
Penalties. The Conduct of the Juſtices, my Lords, as of e- 
very other Perſon, lies open to the Obſervation of the Rever- 
end Clergy, by whoſe Admonitions they ought to be reform- 
ed; Admonitions which cannot be ſuppoſed to be without 
Force from Men to whom the great Province of preaching 


Virtue and Truth is committed, and whole Profeſſion is . 
| mu 
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« Should the Juſtices, my Lords, abuſe their Authority fi. 
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the Encreaſe of the Revenue, what could they expect but to 
be marked out the next Day of pablick Worſhip for Re- 
proach and Derifion ? What could they hope but that their 
Crimes ſhould be diſplayed in the moſt odious View to their 
Neighbours, their Children, and their Dependants; and that 
all thoſe from whom Nature or Intereſt teaches them to de- 
fre Friendſhip, Reverence, or Eſteem, will be taught to con- 
ſider them as Agents of Villainy, and the Enemies of Man- 
kind ? | | 1 | 

There is therefore, my Lords, Reaſon to hope that the 
Bill may be uſeſul, becauſe it will be hindered from being de- 
trimental ; and as there is an abſolute Neceſſity of doing 
ſomething, and no better Method can at preſent be propoſed, 
| think this ought not to be rejected. e have found by 
Experience that the Publick is not to be ' reformed at once, 
and that the Progreſs from Corruption to Reformation muſt 
be gradual ; and as this Bill enforces ſome Degrees of A- 
mendment, it is at leaſt more eligible than the preſent Law, 
which is wholly without Effect, becauſe no Man will dare to 
put it in Execution. | 

Every Man muſt be convinced by his own Experience of 
the Difficulty with which long Habits are ſurmounted. I my- 
ſelf ſuffer by ſome Indulgence which yet I cannot forbear ; 
this is the Uſe of too much Snuff, to which it is well known 
than many Perſons of Rank are not leſs addicted; and there- 
fore I don't wonder that the Law is ineffectual which is to en- 
counter with the Habits of the whole Maſs of the common 
People. | 

For this Reaſon, my Lords, I cannot approve, what has 
been recommended in this Debate, any new Law that may 
put the Enjoyment of this Liquor yet farther from them, by 
facilitating Proſecutions, or enforcing Penalties. 

It has been objected by the noble Lord, that the Tax 
now propoſed is ſuch as never was raifed in any Govern- 
ment, becauſe, though Luxury may confeſſedly be taxed, 
Vice ought to be conſtantly ſuppreſſed ; and this, in his 
Lordſhip's Opinion, is a Tax upon Vice. 

* His Lordſhip's Diſtinction between Luxury and Vice, be- 


tween the Uſe of Things unlawful, and the Exceſs of Things 


lawful, is andoubtedly juſt, but by no Means applicable on 
this Occaſion ; nor indeed has the noble Lord with all his 
Art been able to apply it ; for he was obliged to change the 
Terms in his Argument ; and, inſtead of calling this o__ a 

| ax 
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An. 16. Geo. 1. Tax upon ſtrong Liquors, to ſtigmatiſe it with tho, odious 
L792 \ Appellation of a Tax upon Drunkenneſs. 
{ "On Too call any Thing what it really is not and then to cen- 
dare it, is very eaſy 3 too, eaſy, my Lords, to be done with 
Succeſs. To confute the Argument it is only neceſſary to ob- 
ſerve, that this Tax is not a Tax upon Drunkenneſs, but a 
Tax laid upon ſtrong Liquors for the Prevention of Drunken- 
neſs ; and by Conſequence ſuch as falls within the Compal 
of his own Definition. 
* That it is not a Tax upon Luxury cannot be inferred from 
the Indigence of thoſe whom it is intended to reform; for 
Luxury is, my Lords, ad Modum Paſſidentis, of different 
Kinds, in Proportion to different Conditions of Life; and one 
Man may very decently enjoy thoſe Delicacies or Pleaſures to 
which it would be fooliſh and criminal in another to aſpire. 
Whokver ſpends upon Superfluities what he muſt want for 
the Neceſſities of Life is luxurious; and Exceſs therefore of 
diſtilled Spirits may be termed with the utmoſt Propriety the 
Luxury of the Poor. U 
This, my Lords, appeared to be the Opinion of the 
noble Lord who ſpoke ſo copiouſly on this Queſtion at the 
Beginning of the Debate ; of this Opinion was the Reverend 
Prelate when he dene that Neceſſity itielf was become | 
Juxwious, and of this Opinion muſt every Man be who ad- | 
viſes ſuch a Duty to be laid upon theſe Liquors as may at 
- once debar the Poor from the Uſe of them ; for ſuch a Pro- 
poſal evidently ſuppoſes them unneceſſary, and all LOR 


1 of things not neceſſary i is a Degree of Luxury. 

4 Jo tax this Luxury, which is perhaps the moſt pern. 
4 cious of all others, is now propoſed ; but it is propoſed to tax 
9 | it only to ſuppreſs it ; and to ſuppreſs it by ſuch ſlow Degrees 
4 as may be borne by the People; and I hope a Law fo falu- 


| 
t 
r 
q 
t 
tray will not be oppoſed only becauſe it may afford the Go- r 
vernment a preſent Supply. | I 

k 

Ne 
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1 & The Duke of Neawcaftle, then roſe up and ſpoke to the fol- 

j | ing Effect. 

N | My Lords, tt 
| D. of Neucaſtle. I] am of Opinion that this Debate would bo been much m 
ſhorter, had not the noble Lords who have ſpoken in it ſuffer- R 
i | ed themſelves to be led away, either by their own Zeal or cy 
'1 that of their Opponents, from the true State of the Queſtion, 
4 to which I ſh1ll take the Liberty of recalling their Attention, of 
| that this important Controverſy may have an End. in 


= The Point, the only Point that is, in my Opinion, now [al 


] to be conſidercd is this. 'T he People of this Nation have for f B. 
jometime 


IN 


fer- 


on, 
on, 
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for 
me 
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ſometime practiſed a moſt pernicious and hateful Kind of De- An. 16. Geo. II. 


bauchery; againſt which ſeveral Laws have been already 


made, which Experience has ſhewn to be ſo far without 


Effect that the Diſorder has every Year increaſed among them. 

[While he vas ſpeaking the Biſhop of St Aſaph * aid, 
without Intention of being overheard, * Yes, that is the true 
State of the Caſe,” upon which. the Duke flopped and aſked, 


a ubether his Lordſhip had any Oljection to make, who an ſeber- 


d That he had no Deſign of interrupting bim. Thereupon his. 
his Grace proceeded] Ty, 

* A-new Law therefore, my Lords, is propoſed leſs ſe- 
vere indeed than the former, but which it is hoped will be 
tor that Reaſon more efficacious ; this Law having paſſed 
through the other Houſe is now in the common Courſe of our 
Procedure to be conſidered by us in a Committee. 

* We are now, my Lords, therefore to reſolve, whether 
a Bill for the Reformation of this flagrant Vice deſerves any 
farther Deliberation ; whether we ſhall join with the other 
Houſe in their Endeavours to reſtore the ancient Sobriety and 
Virtue of the Britiſb People, or, by an open Diſapprobation 
of their Attempt, diſcourage them from proſecuting their De- 
fn, ard debar them from uſing the Opportunities that ſuc- 
ceeding Years may afford, and the new Lights which Ex- 
perience may ſapply, for improving this Eſſay, however im- 
perfect, to a ſalutary and unexceptionable Law. 

* The Prelates, whoſe laudable Zeal for Promoting of Vir- 
tue has prompted them to diſtinguiſh themſelves on this Oc- 
caſion by an uncommon Warmth of Oppoſition, ought, as 
they appear fully ſenſible of the Calamities which Intempe- 
rance beings upon Mankind, to conſider likewiſe the Conſe- 
quences of refuſing to examine in a Committee a Bill pro- 
teſſedly drawn up to reſtrain Intemperance. They ought to 
remember that by rejecting this Bill, without a particular 
Examination of the ſeveral Clauſes which it contains, and 
without thoſe particular Objections which ſuch Examinations 
neceſſarily produce, we ſhall diſcover a Contempt of the 
Wiſdom or Virtue of the other Houſe, which may incline 
them in their Turn to obſtruct the Meaſures of the Govern- 
ment, or at leaſt to negle that Evil, however great, for the 
Redreſs of which they have no Reaſon to expect our Con- 
currence. | | 
* Thoſe whoſe particular Province it is to inſpeQ the Lives 
of the People, to recall them from Vice, and ſtrengthen them 
in Virtue, ſhould certainly refle& on this Occafion, that the 
lafeſt Method ought to be'choſen ; and there ſore that this 
Bill ought to be promoted; becauſe, without affirming ton 

You. VIII. Part 2. 2 - much 


* Dr Iſaac Maddox, 
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An. 16, Geo. IT. much in its favour, it is poſſible that it may produce ſome 
; 1742+ Degree of Reformation; and the worſt that can be feared is, 
that, like the preſent Law, it will be ineffeftual ; for the 
Corruption and Licentiouſneſs of the People are already ſuch 

that nothing can encreaſe them, jd 


H | The Biſhop of Salj/bury e then ſpoke to the following | 


| Purpoſe. 
| My Lords, ES 
| Bp. of Saliſbury, I am fo far from being convinced by the Arguments of 
| the noble Duke, that the Bill now before us ought to be com- ( 
3 | miitted without farther Oppoſition, that, in my Opinion, no. c 
| thing can be more unworthy of the Honour of this Houſe, 
Þ or more unſuitable to the Character which thoſe who fit on 3 
| this Bench ought to deſire, than to agree to any Vote, which e. 
0 may have the moſt diſtant Appearance of Approbation. w 
| * 'That a Bill drawn up for the Reformation of Manners, f 
| for the Reſtraint of a predominant and deſtructive Vice, for je 
the Promotion of Virtue, and the Enforcement of Religion, Cl 


ought at leaſt to be calmly and particularly conſidered ; that 
the laudable Endeavours of the Commons ought not to be 
diſcouraged by a precipitate and contemptuous Rejecting of 
the Meaſures which they have formed for the Attainment of 
a Purpoſe ſo important, is indeed a ſpecious and plauſible 
Method of Perſuaſion z but, my Lords, it can affect only 
thoſe who come to deliberate upon this Bill without having 
. | | | | 
A very flight and curſory Peruſal of the Bill, my Lords, 
will diflipate all the Miſts which Eloquence can raiſe ; it will 
ſhew that the Law now propoſed can neither be uſeful, nor 
yet effeCtual ; but that it mult operate very powerfully, tho 
in a Manner by no Means agreeable to its Title. 
* To prevent the exceſſive Uſe of any Thing by allowing 
it to be ſold without Reſtraint, is an Expedient which the 
Wiſdom of no former Age ever diſcovered ; it is indeed a 
| Fallacy too groſs to be admitted, even by the moſt inconſi- 
derate Negligence or the moſt contemptible Stupidity 3. nor 
am TI at all inclined to believe that the Commons will impute 
the Rejecting of it to our Diſregard of Virtue, or think 
that we have defeated any Endeavours for the Suppreſſion of 
Wickedneſs. . 
It has been affirmed, that tho' by the Bill the Sale is per- 
mitted, it is permitted only, becauſe it cannot be hindered; 
and that the Price is raiſed ſo high that, though the lawful 
Venders may be multiplied, the Number of the Pur 


* Dr Themes Sherlock. 
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from which the Tax naw propoſed appears to be ſuch as, 
when ſubdivided by the ſmall Meaſures in which Retailers 
ſell theſe Liquors, will ſcarcely be perceived; and which, 
though it may enrich the Government, will not impoveriſh 
the ents, FI by deſtroying their Health and enervating 
their Limbs. wi 5 

The Tax, my Lords, even ſuppoſing it paid without any 


{ Method of Evaſion, is ſo low, that in a Quarter of a Pint, the 
. Quanticy which the lower People uſually demand at once, it 
: does not amount to any Denomination of Money; and fo 
| ſmall an Addition will be eaſily overbalanced by the Sale of 
* a larger Quantity than formerly; for it cannot be doubt- 
: ed but the Practice which prevailed in Oppoſition to the Law, 


vill grow yet more predominant by its Encouragement ; and 
that therefore the Advantage of a large and quick Sale will 
leſſen the Price more than ſo ſlight a Tax can poflibly en- 
creaſe 1t. | | | | | 

The noble Duke has endeavoured to reduce us to Diffi- 
culties, by urging that ſince the Corruption of the People 
cannot be greater, we ought willingly to agree to any Law, 
of which the Title declares that it is intended to produce a 
Reformation, becauſe the worlt that can be feared is, that 
it may be without Effect. „ 

* But, my Lords, ſuch is the enormous Abſurdity of this 
Bill, that no Plea can be offered for it with the leaſt Appear- 
ance of Reaſon ; and the greateſt Abilities, when they are ex- 
ened in its Defence, are able only to ſhew by fruitleſs Efforts 
that it cannot be vindicated. If the State of the Nation be 
really ſuch as has been ſuppoſed ; if the moſt deteſtable and 
odious Vice has overſpread the Kingdom to its utmoſt Limits; 
if the People are univerſally abandoned to Drunkenneſs, Sloth 
and Villany ; what can be more abſurd than to trifle with 
doubtful Experiments, and to make Laws which muſt be 
ſuſpeted of Inefficacy ? In the Diſeaſes of the State, as in 
thoſe of the Body, the Force of the Remedy ought to be 


{rely no political Malady can be more formidable than the 
Prevalence of Wickedneſs, nor can any Time require more 
firmneſs, Vigilance, and Activity in the Legiſlative Power. 


{nted, a ſufficient Reaſon for rejecting it, without allowing 
t to be committed ; becauſe there is now no Time for In- 
Wlgence or for Delays ; A Nation univerſally 8 muſt 
h 88 2 | be 


proportioned to the Strength and Danger of the Diſeaſe ; and 


That the Law, therefore, may be without Effect, is, 
in the preſent State of Corruption, if it has been truly repre - 


muſt be diminiſhed. But even this Argument, like all others An, 16. Geo. II. 
that have yet been advanced, is confuted by the Bill itſelf, 
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An. 16. Geo. II. be ſpeedily reformed, or ſpeedily ruined. Thoſe Habit 
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ficers of Juſtice, may in another Year inſult the Legiſlature. 


remove from before them thoſe, Examples that may infeft 


(iz) 


which have been confeſſed to be aiready too powerful for the 
Laws now in Being, may in a ſhort Time be ablolutely ir. 
reſiſtible; and that Licentiouſneſs which intimidates the Of. 


But, my Lords, I am yet willing to hope that the noble 
Duke's Account of the Wickedneſs of the People was rather 
a RhetoricalExaggeration uttered in the Heat of Diſpute, than 
a ſtrict Aſſertion of Facts; and am of Opinion that, though 
Vice has indeed of late ſpread its Contagion with great Ra. 
Pidity, there are yet great Numbers uninfected; and I can. 
not believe that our Condition is ſuch as that nothing can 
make it more miſerable. | "= 

In many Parts of the Country, my Lords, theſe Liquom 

have not yet been much uſed ; nor is it likely that thofe who 
have never fold them, when the Law allowed them, will be. 
gin an unneceſſary Trade, when it will expoſe them to pe. 
nalties. But a new Law in favour of Spirits, will produce ail | 
general Inclination ; and a Kind of Emulation will incite ee 
very one to take a Licence for the Retail of this new Liquor WM ; 
and ſo every Part of the Kingdom will be equally debauched 
and no Place will be without a Vender of ſtatutable Poy 
fon, The Luxury of the Vulgar, for Luxury, in my Opi 
nion, it may very properly be called, will {till encreaſe, and 
Vices and Diſeaſes will encreaſe with it. "LMI 

There is at leaſt one Part of the Nation yet untainted; 
Part which deſerves the utmoſt Care of the Legiſlature, anc 
which mult be endangered by a Law like this before ns. The 

Children, my Lords, to whom the Affairs of the 'preſent 
Generation mult be transferred, and by whom the Natio 
mutt be continued, are ſurely no ignoble Part of the Publick 
They are yet innocent; and it is our Province to take Care 
that they may in Time be virtuous ; we ought therefore tt 


and thoſe Temptations that may corrupt them. We ougtt 
to reform their Parents leaſt they ſhould imitate them, and te 
deſtroy thoſe Provocatives to Vice by which the preſent Ge 
neration has been intoxicated, leaſt they ſhould with equ 
Force operate upon the next. | O'S ON 

There is, therefore, no Occaſion, my Lords, for an 


* 


farther Deliberation upon this Bill; which, if the Nation b Pric 
yet in any Part untainted, will infect it; and if it be univer Ve 
ſally corrupted, will have no Tendency to amendiit; and 0 

which we ought for theſe Reaſons to reject, that our Ab of t! 
horrence of Vice may be publickly known, and that no Fa 1, 


( 413} | 
of the Calamities which r muſt produce may be An. 16. Geo, II. 
mputed . | | 1742. 


Lord Delawar then ſpoke to the lowing Effect: 
My Lords, 

« As I am entirely of Opinion that a more dhouerkts eee e 
mination of this Bill will evince its Uſefulneſs and Propriety 
to many of the Lords, who are now moſt ardent in oppoſing 
ir, I cannot but think it OTE to conſider i N in a Com- 
mittee. 

It is. to be remembered, my Lords, that. this Bill is in- 
tended for two Purpoſes of very great Importance to the Pub- 
lick ; it is deſigned that the Liberties of Mankind ſhall be _ 
ſecured by the ſame Proviſions by. which the Vices of our own 
people are to be reclaimed, and Supplies for carrying on the 
War ſhall be raiſed by a r of the Manners of the 
People. - ©? 

"This my Lords, is ſurely a ont and generous Deſign; 
this is a Complication of publick Benefits, worthy the moſt 
exalted Virtue and the moſt refined Policy ; and though a 
Bill in which Views ſo diſtant are to be reconciled ſhould ap- 
per not to be abſolutely perfect, it muſt yet be allowed to 
deſerve Regard 3 nor ought we to reject without very. cauti- 
05 Deliberation any probable Method of reforming the Na- 
ton, or any eaſy Way of raiſing Supplies. 

The Encroachment of Uſurpation without, and the Pre- 
nlence of Vice within, is a Conjunction of Circumſtances 
rery dangerous; and to remove both by the ſame Means, is 
an Undertaking that ſurely cannot deſerve either Cenſure or 
Contempt; if it ſucceeds, it may demand the loudeſt Ac- 
camations, and if it fails, muſt be at leaſt approved. | 

„The Uſe, my Lords, of Spirituous Liquors, though, 
in the Exceſs now ſo frequently to be obſerved, undoubtedly 
cetrimenta} to Multitudes, is not, in a proper Degree, either 
criminal or unwholeſome ; and therefore ought not to be pro- 
hibited by a Tax ſo heavy as has been propoſed by a noble 
Lord, who, if he purſues his Reaſoning, muſt propoſe to tax 
in the ſame Proportion every other Liquor that can admini- 
lier to Vice. 

It is, however, certain that too much is ad in Riot 
and Debauchery ; - and that therefore ſome Addition to the 
Price of this Liquor ought to be made, that, though the 
Uſe of it may be continued, the Exceſs may be reſtrained. 

* What will be the Effects of this Bill, and whether either 
of theſe Benefits are to be expected from it, can be known 
only by an impartial Examination; and therefore it ought to 

S | be 


| 
\ 
| 
| 
©. 
: 
[ 
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Lord Lonſdale. 


Ear] of Ilay. 


Ok 


An. 16. Geo.II, be diſcuſſed with tha Accuracy which is peculiar to.a Com- 


mittee. 


Lord Lonſdale ſtood up again and ſpoke to this Purpoſe. 
My Lords, | 


© That a Bill to reſtrain the Exceſs of drinking difllled 


Liquors without hindering their moderate Uſe, will deſerve 


the Applauſe of every Lover of his Country, I cannot deny. 


But that any ſuch Bill can be contrived may very juſtly be 


doubted ; for in Proportion to their Price they will always be 


uſed, and nothing can hinder Exceſs but a high Tax, ſuch 
as I have already propoſed. | 2 
© The Bill now before us, my Lords, will indeed by no 
means obſtruQ the moderate Uſe, becauſe it will give an un- 
bounded Licence to the moſt luxurious Exceſs ; if therefore 
nothing more be intended in the Committee than to conſider, 
how far this Bill will promote the Reformation of the People, 
It is ſurely not neceſſary to engage in any farther Inquiries. 
. © It has appeared already to all thoſe who do not obſi- 


nately ſhut their Eyes, that there is in it no Proviſion. for the 


Prevention of that Abuſe 'of Spirits which univerſally pre- 
vails. It has appeared, that the Cheapneis of Licences will 


not hinder the preſent Retailers from carrying on an illegal 


Trade ; that Information will not now be more ſafe or more 
frequent than before ; and that the Duty, if not in part eva- 
ded, may yet be probably abated from the preſent Profits of 
the Sale. r | 

It has appeared, my Lords, that no Effect can be pro- 
duced by this Bill but the Promotion of Debauchery, the En- 


| creaſe of Drunkenneſs, and the Decay of Induſtry. _ 


But that this Bill will not produce, at leaſt for ſome 
Time, a large Addition to the publick Revenues, has not 
yet been proved ; and while it is. allowed that it will raiſe 
Money, I do not wonder to hear it ſteadily defended, becauſe 
nothing more is expected from it. But as I have not yet 
converſed enough with Stateſmen, to perſuade myſelf that the 
Government ought to be ſupported by Means contrary to the 
End for which Government is inſtituted, J am ſtill convinced 
that this Bill ought to be rejected with Contempt; becauſe 
it will leſſen the Wealth of the Nation without any equiva- 


lent Advantage, and will at once impoveriſh the People and 


corrupt them. 


Then the Earl of 7/ay ſtood up and ſpoke as follows: 
My Lords, | | | 
I cannot but be of Opinion that this Debate has wer 
| carti 


( 415+ ) 
carried on with a Vehemence by no Means neceſſary; ard An. 16. Geo. II. 
* that the Queſtion has been perplex'd by a miſtaken Zeal ; Ls am 
that the Effects of this Bill have been exaggerated perhaps on 
both Sides, and that the Opinions which have been form'd 
. with Relation to it are not really ſo oppoſite as they appear. 

* [Thoſe who oppoſe the Bill think the Duty upon Spirits 
not ſo high. as to hinder that Debauchery which ſo much 
prevails among us; and thoſe that vindicate it, declare that 
more violent Reſtraints will not be borne. Both Parties 
have Reaſon, and the Patrons of the Bill have likewife Ex- 
perience on their Side. | 

But, my Lords, though ſevere Reſtraints ſuddenly oppoſ- 
ed to the Habits and Inclinations of the People may be brok- 
en through by reſtleſs Struggles and obſtinate Refiſtance, yet 
the ſame Laws introduced by proper Degrees will be pati- 
ently obey'd ; this therefore may be very properly conſidered 
as the firſt Tax neceſſary to. be laid, which though it may 
produce no great Effects in itſelf, may at leaſt make Way for 
a ſecond that ſhall be more ſenſibly felt; till at length theſe 
fatal Spirits ſhall be raiſed to a Price at which few will be 
able, and none willing, to purchaſe. | | 

But it is not impoſſible that even this Tax, with the 
other Proviſions in the Bill,, may produce the Reformation 
which is unanimouſly defired ; and as Violence ſhould never 
be uſed till gentle Methods have been tried, this Bill ought, 
in my Opinion, to be paſſed, and therefore to be referred to 
a Committee without farther Debate ; for it will be thought 
both by our Allies and our Enemies that a great Part of this 
Houſe is very- indifferent about the Succeſs of the War, if 
we delay the Supplies by diſputing in what Manner they 
ſhall be raiſed. | | 

The Queſtion being then put on the Motion ſor commit- 
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. ting the Bill, it was reſolv'd in the Affirmative. hs Bill relating 
Contents 59 Co. Not Contents 38 2 o Spirituous Li- 


Lord De la War was Teller for the Bill, and Lord Her- 
vey againſt it, Of the latter were ten Biſhops being all that 
were then in the Houſe. 

The Earl of Che/terfield perceiving the Reverend Bench 
approaching, is ſaid to have expreſs'd his Doubt, whe- 
ther he had not got on the other Side of the Queſtion ; be- 
d cauſe, ſaid his Lordſhip, I have not had the Honour of being 
in the Company of ſo many Lawn Sleeves for ſeveral Years. 

Feb. 23. The Lords read a ſecond Time the Bill touching 
the Flection of Members for Scotland, and to reſtrain the 


Partiality of Returning Officers at Elections. : 
R „„ The 


( 416 ). | 
An. 16, Geo, II. The next Day in a grand Committee they took into Con- 
1742. Ffideration'the Bill relating to Spirituous Liquors. The Title 
Lo—— thereof being read, was poſtponed : Then the Preamble was | 
Debark here read, viz. * Whereas great Difficulties and Inconveniences 
upon in a grand had attended the putting the Act o G. II. in Execution, and 
Committee, the ſame had not been found effectual to anſwer the Pur- 
« poſes intended; the Commons being deſirous to raiſe the 
« neceſſary Supplies in the eaſieſt Manner, do grant the Rates 
on Spirituous Liquors, hereafter mentioned, and repeal 

© the preſent Rates. | e 


Hereupon the Lord Hervey ſtood up and ſpoke as follows : 
My Lords, | | , 

Lord Hervey, © Notwithftanding the ſpecious Arguments, which were 
uſed to influence the Houſe to permit this Bill to eſcape the 
Cenſure it deferved, and be admitted to a further Examinati- 
on in a Committee; I am ftill confident that nothing can juſt- 
ly be offered in its Defence ; and I am not afraid to declare 
my Opinion that it is not approved even by thoſe who vindi- 
cate it, of whom I cannot but believe from long Experience 

of their Judgment and their Knowledge, that they conſider 
it only as an eaſy Manner of raifing Money ; as an Expedient, 
rather neceſſary than eligible, and ſuch as only the Exigen- 
cies of the Government could have prevailed upon them to 
propoſe ; for nothing is more evident, than that it cannot 
anſwer the Purpoſes of the former Bill. | | 
* The Conduct of thoſe whoſe Station ſubjects them to the 
Reſentment of the Miniſtry, or who may be reaſonably ima- 
gined to expect Favours from them, has, throughout all out 
Deliberations on this Bill, been ſuch as evidently diſcovers 
their only Care to be the Impoſition of a new Tax, and the 
Eſtabliſhment of a new Fund. They do not ſeem to urge 
ſeriouſly any other Argument than the Neceſſity of raiſing 
Money; or to oppoſe the Objections that have been offered 
for any other Reaſon than becauſe they have a Tendency to 
obſtru the Supplies. | | | 
No other Argument can indeed be urged in Vindication 
of a Bill which everv Principle of Policy or Juſtice muſt in- 
Cite us to condemn ; a Bill by which the Senſe of ' Morality 
and Religion will be extinguiſhed, and the Reſtraints of Law 
made ineffectual; by which the Labourer and Manufacturer 
will be at once debilitated and corrupted, and by which the 
Roads will be filled with Thieves and the Streets with Beggars. 
It appears, my Lords, from the Papers on the Table 
that ſeven Millions of Gallons are every Year diſtill'd; and 


Experience ſhews us that the Quality of the Liquor is => 
| 5 | that 
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that a Quarter of a Pint is ſufficient to intoxicate the Brain. An. 16. Geo. IL 
1742. 


Upon this Computation, my Lords, it is reaſonable to believe 


that a twentieth Part of the labouring Hands of this Nation 


are detained from their proper Occupations by this Kind of 
Drunkenneſs; and conſequently that a twentieth Part of the 
Trade is every Vear loſt, or perhaps a twentieth Part of our 
people every Vear hurried to the Grave, or diſabled from 
contributing to the publick Good. | | | 

« 'Theſe, my Lords, are no doubtful Facts or conjectural 
Calculations ; they are confirmed by the moſt inconteſtable 
Evidence, and eſtabliſhed by all the Demonſtration of Arith- 
metick. (1554+ þ 

© Theſe Facts, my Lords, are ſo plain that the warmeſt 
Advocates for the Bill have tacitly acknowledged them, by 
propoſing that, if it be found ineffectual, it ſhall be amend- 
ed in the next Seſſion : What Effect this Propoſal may have 
upon others I know not, but, for my Part, I ſhall never 
think it allowable to ſport with the Proſperity of the Pub- 
lk, or to try Experiments by which, if they fail, the 
Lives of Thouſands mult be deſtroyed. = | 

« Such a Scheme, my Lords, very ill becomes thoſe to 
whom their Anceſtors have tranſmitted the illuſtrious Cha- 
rater of Guardians of the People. No Man ever before con · 
ceived the Deſign of ſcattering Poiſon for a certain Period 
of Time among the People, only to try what Havock it 
would make. | | 

„What will be the Effects of unreſtrained and licenſed 
Debauchery may be known, without the Guilt of ſo dread- 
ful an Experiment, only by obſerving the preſent Con- 
duct of the People, even while they are hindered from 
the full Enjoyment of their Pleaſures, by the Terrors 
of the Penal Law. Whoever ſhall be ſo far touched 
with the Intereſt of the Publick as to extend his Enquiries 
to the loweſt Claſſes of the People, he will find ſome 
diſeaſed, and others vitiated ; he will find ſome impri- 
ſoned by their Creditors, and others ſtarving their Chil- 
dren; and if he traces all theſe Calamities and Crimes to 
their original Cauſe, will find them all to proceed from the 
Love of diſtilled Spirits. | 


4 


* I know, my Lords, that in Anſwer to all theſe Ex- 


poſtulations and a Thouſand more, it will be urged by the 
Miniſters and their Friends, that there is no other Method 
to be found of raiſing the Supplies, and that the Demands 
of the Government muſt be ſatisfied at whatever Rate, and 
by whatever Means. | | | 

Though J am very far from approving this Aſſertion, I 
do not wonder at its Prevalence among 89 75 who are — 

riche 
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. 
An. 16. Geo. II. riched by every Tax, and whoſe only Claim to the Prefer. 


ments which they enjoy, ariſes from their Readineſs to con- 


cur in every Scheme for encreaſing the Burthens of the Pub- 


licks and therefore I ſhall never expect their Approbation 


of any Propoſal, by which a naw Tax may be retarded. 


Earl of Chol- 
mondeley. 


Yet I cannot but declare that, in my Opinion, we . ought 
to ſuſpend our Proceedings, that the Commons may diſco- 
ver what Danger their Negligence, Precipitation or blind 
Compliance has brodght upon the Nation; and that the 
People may, by ſo ſignal a Proof of our Diſapprobation, 
be alarmed againſt any Attempt of the ſame Kind under any 
future Adminiſtration, 
This, my Lords, will be conſidered, not only by Poſte. 
rity, but by all the wiſe and honeſt Men of the preſent 
Time, as a Proof of our Regard to Virtue and our Atten- 
tion to the publick Welfare. This Conduct will be ſecretly 
approved, even by thoſe who may think themſelves obliged 
to oppoſe it in Publick ; and, as it will be moderate and de. 
cent, may probably preſerve the Nation without irritating 
the other Houſe. ery 1 

* I therefore move, my Lords, that inſtead of proceeding 
in the Forms of a Committee, we ſhould reſume the Houſe, 
and endeavour to obtain farther Information. 


The Earl of Cholmondeley ſpoke to this Effect. 
My Lords, 4 
© The Obſervations which,- though ſufficiently explained 
and enforced in the late Debate, the noble Lord has been 
pleaſed to repeat on this Occaſion, are in themſelves, in- 
deed, pertinent, and have been urged by his Lordſhip with 
uncommon Spirit and Elegance ; but he ought to have re- 


flected, that general Declamatians are improper in a Com- 


mittee, where the particular Clauſes of the Bill are to be ſe - 
parately conſidered. | | 

« I propoſe therefore, that inſtead of waſting that Time, in 
uſeleſs Rhetorick, and untimely Vehemence, we ſhould 
proceed to examine in order the diſtin Paragraphs of this 
Bill, by which it may more eaſily appear, whether it ought 
to be rejected or approved. . 

© It cannot, indeed, be propoſed that any of the Clauſes 
ſhall be amended in this Committee ; for the Claims of the 
Commons, and the Obſtinacy with which they have always 
adhered to them, on whatever they are founded, is well 
known. I am old enough to remember the Animoſities 
which have ariſen between the two Houſes from Attempts 


to adjuſt this Part of their Pretenſions; Animoſities which 
at 


1 }. 


at this Time may be not only dangerous to ourſelves, but An. 16. Geo. IL 


fatal to a great Part of Mankind ; and which it ought there- 
fore to be our utmoſt Care it prevent, : | 92 7 05 


The Earl of Ajlesford ſpoke next. 
My Lords, 


Though the Conſideration of the diſtin Paragraphs of E. of Aylesford. 


the Bill, be, as the noble Lord has very juſtly obſerved, the 
proper Buſineſs of the Committee; yet fince, as he has like- 
wiſe obſerved, the preſent State of our Affairs requires unu- 
ſual Expedition, I think we may properly ſpare ourſelves the 
Trouble of conſidering Paragraphs which we cannot amend : 
and which are in themſelves ſo clear and ſo obvious, that they 
may be underſtood in their full Extent upon a curſory Peruſal. 

But, my Lords, though I think it not proper to follow 
our uſual Method of confidering the Paragraphs diſtinctly, 
which can only drive. the Bill forward towards the third 
Reading, as it has already been forced into the Commit- 
tee; yet I think it not neceſlary to irritate the other Houſe, 
alarm our Allies, or encourage our Enemies, by rejecting 
that Bill by which it is intended that the Supplies ſhall be 
raiſed. There is an eaſy and moderate Method by which 
the ſame End may be attained without any Diſturbance of 
the Publick, any Impediment of the Schemes of the Go- 
vernment, or any juſt Offence to the Commons. 

* Inſtead of paſſing or rejecting this Bill, of which the 
firſt is abſolutely criminal, and the fecond perhaps improper, 
let us only delay it. By this we ſhall give the Commons 
Time to refle& upon it, to re examine it, and diſcover, 
what they perhaps have not hitherto ſuſpected, its deſtruc- 
tive Tendency. Nor can it be doubted but the Obſervati- 
ons which will ariſe from the Neceſſity of enquiring into the 
Reaſons of our Conduct, will ſoon induce them to form an- 
other Bill not liable to the fame Objections; I therefore ſecond 
the noble Lord's Motion to reſume the Houſe. 


The Earl of Jay ſpoke next. 
My Lords, 


If we conſider the Pretenſions of the Commons, and x,, of Ilay. 


the Stubornneſs with which they have hitherto adhered to 
them, we ſhall eaſily find the Impropriety of the noble 
Lord's Motion, and foreſee the Inefficacy of the Methods 

which he ſo warmly recommends. | 
* The Alarm which he ſuppoſes us to give the Commons 
by poſtponing the Bill before us, the Obſervations which 
they will make upon our Conduct, the new Informations 
| which 
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An. 16. Geo. II. which they will receive, and the new Bill which they will 
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ſend, are merely imaginary. They will not conſider them- 
ſelves as concerned in the Delay or Expedition of our Pro- 
cedure, but will ſuppoſe us to a& upon our own Reaſons 
which it is not neceſſary for them to examine, and will by 
no Means ſend another Bill for Supplies, till they are in- 


formed that this is rejected. 


E. of Aylesfo:d, 


Thus, my Lords, we ſhall only retard the Supplies 
without altering or being able to alter the Method of raiſing | 
them; and at laſt paſs that Bill, without Examination, 
which we now negle& to examine, leſt we ſhould paſs it; 
or perhaps irritate the Commons by the Novelty of our Con- 
duct, which, if they ſhould reſolve to conſider it, they will 
probably conſider only to cenſure. Poe, 


The Earl of Aylegſord ſpoke next to the following Effect: 
My Lords, 1 
] am no Stranger to the Claims of the Commons, to the 


ſole and independent Right of forming Money-Bills, nor to 


the Heat with which that Claim has been aſſerted, or the 
Firmneſs with which it has always been maintained in late 
Parliaments. Nor am I ignorant that by conteſting this 
Claim, we have ſometimes excited Diſputes which nothing | 
but a Prorogation could appeaſe. „ 
I know, my Lords, and allow, that by acting in any 
unuſual Manner with regard to Bills of this Kind, we may 
excite the Reſentment of the Commons, and that ſome In- 
terruption of the publick Buſineſs may, for want of Candour 
and Moderation, poſſibly enſue. 3 
But, my Lords, I cannot think the Poſſibility of an ill 
Conſequence an Argument ſufficient to ſhew the Unreaſon- 
ableneſs of my Propoſal ; for the Inconveniences that may a- 
riſe from poſtponing the Bill, are only poſſible ; but the 
Calamities that we ſhall bring upon our Country by paſſing it 
are certain. 1 
But we are likewiſe to conſider, my Lords, that theſe 
Events, of which it can only be ſaid that they may happen, 
may alſo not happen. When I b reflect that the Houſe of 
Commons is an Aſſembly of the Repreſentatives of the Bri- 
ti/> People; of Men who will ſhare che Calamities of the Pub- 
lick, and whoſe Intereſt it is, equally with ours, to prevent 
the Deſtruction of our Commerce, the Decay of our Manu- 
factures, the Corruption of the preſent Age, and the Ruin of 
Polterity, I cannot but hope that they will apply themſelves 
to a candid Review of the Bill which they have ſent, and 


without Heat, Jealouſy or Diſputes explain it as they may 
do 


' (487 |) 
do by another, which will be no Deviation from the Rules An. 16. Geo. II. 
which they have eſtabliſhed for themſelves, and by which they 
may ſecure the Happineſs of their Country without receding w== 


1 
: 


from their own Pretenfions. 


The Duke of Bedford | ſpoke next to the following Effect . 
My Lords, . my 


The Propoſal made by the noble Lord appears to me ſo Duke of Bedford. 


prudent and equitable, ſo moderate and ſo ſeaſonable, and, 
in my Opinion, ſuggeſts ſo eaſy a Method of reconciling the 
Pretenſions of the Commons with the Neceſſity of amending 
the Bill, that I cannot but think it worthy of the unanimous 
Approbation of your Lordſhips. 

« I am very far from conceiving the Commons to be an 
Aſſembly of Men deaf to Reaſon, or imagining them ſo void 
of all Regard for the Happineſs of the Publick, as that they 
will ſacrifice it to an obſtinante Adherence to Claims which 
they cannot but know to be in themſelves diſputable ; and 
which they mult, at leaſt, allow that they are only ſo far juſt 
as they contribute to the great End of Government, the ge- 
neral Good. 44 36 

But left they ſhould by any unſeaſonable Obſtinacy attend 
more to the Preſervation of their own Power, than to the 
Promotion of the Happineſs of their Conſtituents, a Method 
is now propoſed by which the Errors of this Bill may be cor- 
rected, without any Conceſſion of their Houſe. The Com- 
mons may eaſily be informed of the Dangers which are juſtly 
dreaded from this Bill; and may therefore prepare another 


by which a Tax of the ſame Kind may be laid without a ge- 


neral Licence of Drunkenneſs ; or if a Method of laying a 
Duty upon theſe Liquors, which. may, at once hinder their 
exceſſive Uſe, and encreaſe the Revenue of the Government, 
cannot be diſcovered, they may raiſe the Supplies for the 
Year by ſome other Scheme. Wl 


Lord Carteret ſpoke next as follows : 
My Lords, 


As the Expedient propoſed by theſe noble Lords, how- Lord Carteret. 


ever it may be recommended, as being at once moderate 
and efficacious, has in Reality no other Tendency than to 
procure an abſolute Rejecting of this Bill, it is proper to con- 
ſider the Conſequence which may be reaſonably expected from 
the Meaſures which they have hitherto propoſed. 

* In order to the effectual Reſtraint of the common People 
from the Uſe of theſe pernicious Liquors, they aſſert the Neceſ- 
lity of impoſing a very large Duty to be paid by the Diſtiller: 
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An. 26. Geo, II. This might, indeed, produce in ſome Degree the Effe& 


which they expect from it, but would give Riſe to invume- 
rable Frauds and Inconveniences. 

© The immediate Conſequence of a heavy Duty waonls be 
the Ruin of our Diſtillery, which is now a very extenſive 
and profitable Trade, in which great Multitudes are employ- 
ed, Shs mult inſtantly, upon the Ceſlation of it, fink into 
Poverty. Our Stills, my Lords, not only ſupply our Natives 
with Liquors which they uſed formerly to purchaie from 
Foreign Countries; and therefore encreaſe, or at leaſt pre- 


| ſerve the Wealth of our Country; but they likewiſe fur- 


niſh large Quantities for the Exportation to Gaernſey, Ferſey, 
and other Places. But no ſooner will the Daty propoſed to 
be laid upon this Liquor take Place, than all this Trade will 
be at an End; thoſe who now follow it will be reduced to 
ſupport themſelves by other Employments ; and thoſe Coun- 
tries in which our Spirits are now drank, will be ſoon ſupplied 
from other Nations with Liquors at once cheaper w_ more 
pleaſant. 

It may be propoſed as an Expedient for the en 
of our Foreign Trade, that the Duty ſhall be repaid upon 
Exportation ; but the Event of this Proviſion, my Lords, will 


be that great Quantities will be ſent to Sea for the Sake of 


obtaining a Re. payment of the Duty, which, inſtead of be- 
ing ſold to Foreigners, will be privately landed again upon 


our own Coaſts, 


© Thus, my Lords, will the Duty be collected, and aſter- 


wards repayed ; and the Government will ſuffer the Odium 


of impofing a ſevere Tax, and incur the Expence of employ: 
ing a great Num. ber of Officers without apy Advantage to the 
Publick. Spirits will, in many Ports of the Kingdom, be 
very little dearer than at preſent, and Drunkenneſs and De- 
bauchery will ftill prevail. 

That theſe Arts and a Thouſand others will be praRiiſed 
by the People to obtain this infatuating Liquor, cannot be 
doubted. It cannot be imagined, that they will forbear 
Frauds, who have had Recourſe to Violence, or that thoſe 
will not endeavour to elude the Government who have'al- 
ready defied it. 

Every rigorous Law will be either ſecretly uid or 
openly violated, every fevere Reſtraint will be ſhaken off ei- 
ther by Artifice or Vice ; nor can this Vice, however danger- 
ous or prevalent, be corrected but by ſlow Degrees, by 
ſtraightening the Reigns of Government imperceptibly, and 
by ſuperadding a ſecond flight Reſtraint, after the Nation has 
been for ſometime habituared to the firſt. 1 
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Methods of Reformation, ought not to be imputed to Negli- 


gence but Neceſſity ; for ſo far has the Government been 


from any Connivance at this Vice, that an armed Force was 


neceſſary to ſupport the Laws which were made to reſtrain it, 


and ſecure the chief Perſons of the State from the Inſults of 


the Populace, whom they had only provoked by denying 
them this pernicious Liquor. 1 | Wo 
since therefore, my Lords, all Oppoſition to this pre- 
dominant Inclination has appeared without Effect; ſince the 
Covernment evidently wants Power to conquer the united 


and inceſſant Struggles for the Liberty of Drunkenneſs ; 


what remains but that this Vice ſhould produce ſome Ad- 
vantage to the Publick, in Return for the innumerable Evils 


which ariſe from it, and that the Government ſhould ſnatch - 


the firlt Opportunity of taxing that Vice which cannot be 
reformed ? 35 „ | 

This Duty ariſes, indeed, from a Concurrence of dif- 
ſerent Cauſes, of juſt Deſigns in the Government, and of 
bad Inclinations in the People. The Tax is juſt and well 
meant, but it can be made ſufficĩi ent to ſupport the Expences 
to which it is appropriated, only by the Reſolution of the 
Populace to continue in ſome Degree their uſual Luxury. 

«I am far, my Lords, from thinking this Method of 
raiſing Money eligible for its own ſake, or juſtifiable by any 
other Plea than that of Neceſſity. If it were poſſible at 
once to extinguiſh the Thirſt of Spirits, no Man who had 
any Regard for Virtue, or for Happineſs, would propoſe to 
augment the Revenue by a Tax upon them. 


* But, my Lords, Rigour has been already tried, and found 


to be vain ; it has been found equally fruitleſs to forbid-the 
People to uſe Spirits as to forbid a Man in a Dropſy to 
drink. The Force of Appetite long indulged, and by In- 
dulgence made ſuperior to the Controul of Reaſon, is not 


to be overcome at once; it cannot be ſubdued by a ſingle 


Effort, but may be weakened. z new Habits of a more inno- 
cent Kind may in Time be ſuperinduced, and one Deſite 
may counterballance another. 555 0 
We muſt endeavour, my Lords, by juſt Degrees to 
withdraw their Affections from this pernicious Enjoyment, 
by making the Attainment of it every Year ſomewhat more 
dificult ; but we mult not qyicken their Wiſhes and exaſpe- 
rate their Reſentment by depriving them at once. of their 
whole Felicity. By this Method, my Lords, I doubt not 
but we ſhall obtain what we have bitherto endeavoured with 
lo little Succeſs ; and I believe that though, in open Defi- 
ance 


| 

| 

ET | 

That the Government proceeds by theſe eaſy and gentle An. 16. Geo. II. 
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Lord Hervey. 


* 


( 424 ) 


An. 16 Geo. II. ance of a ſevere Law, Spirits are now ſold in every Street of 

this City, a gentle Reſtraint will, in a ſhort Time, divert 

the Minds of the People to other Entertainments, and the 
Vice of drinking Spirits will be forgotten among us: 


Lord Hervey then roſe up again and ſpoke to the Effed 
following : ps wer! DE 8 
II ,, WAS ; 
© Though 1 have always conſidered” this Bill as at once 


wicked and abſurd, I imagined till now that the ProjeCtors 

of it would have been able to have argued, at leaſt, ſpeci. | 
ouſly, though not ſolidly, in Defence of it; nor did I ima. 
gine it to have been wholly indefenſible, till I diſcovered 
how little the extenſive Knowledge, the long Experience, 
and the penetrating Fore-ſight of the noble Lord who ſpoke 
laſt, enabled him to produce in Vindication of it. 


His Lordſhip's Argument is reducible to this ſingle A. 
ſertion, that the drinking diſtilled Liquors cannot be pre- 


vented; and from thence he drew this Inference, that ſince 


it is a Point of Wiſdom to turn Misfortunes to Advantage, 
we ought to contrive Methods by which the Debauchery 
of the People may enrich the Government. "oh 

* Though we ſhould ſuppoſe the Aſſertion true in any 
Senſe below that of abſolute phyſical Impoſſibility, the Iaſe- 
rence is by no Means juſt ; ſince it is the Duty of Gover- 
nors to ſtruggle againſt Vice, and promote Virtue with in- 
ceſſant Aſſiduity, notwithſtanding the Difficulties that may 


for a Time hinder the Succeſs of the wiſeſt Meaſures, That 


Governor who defiſts from his Endeavours of Reformation, 


| becauſe they have been once baffled, in reality abandons his 
Station and deſerts his Charge, nor deſerves any other Cha- 


racter than that of Lazineſs, Negligence or Cowardice. 
© The Preſervation of Virtue where it ſubſiſts, and the 
Recovery of it where it is loſt, are the only valuable Pur- 


poſes of Government. Laws which do not promote theſe 
Ends are uſeleſs, and thoſe that obviate them are pernicious. 


The Government that takes Advantage of wicked Inclina- 
tions, by Accident predowinant in the People, and, for any 
temporary Convenience, inſtead of leading them back to 
Virtue, plunges them deeper into Vice, is no longer a ſa- 
cred Inſtitution, becauſe it is no longer a Benefit to Society. 


It is from that Time a Syſtem of Wickedneſs, in which bad 
Ends are promoted by bad Means, and one Crime operates 


in Subordination to another. 

But, my Lords, it is not neceſſary to ſhow the Unres- 

ſonableneſs of the Inferences, becauſe the Aſſertion = 
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which it is deduced cannot be proved. That the exceſſive An. 16. Geo. II, 


Uſe of diſtilled Liquors cannot be prevented, is a very da- 
ring Paradox, ndt only contrary to the Experience of all 
alt Times, but of the preſent ; for the Law, which is now 
10 be repealed, did in a great * produce the Effects 
deſired from it, till the Execution of it was ſuſpended, not 
by the Inability of the Magiſtrates or Obſtinacy of the Peo- 
ple, but by the Artifice of Miniſters who promoted the Sale 
of Spirits ſecretly for the ſame Reaſon, which incites our 
rs more daring Politicians to eſtabliſh the Uſe of them 
by a Law. a 5 5 | 

15 The Defects of this Law, for that it was defective can - 


not be denied, were in the Manner of levying the Duty; 


for had half the Duty that was demanded from the unli- 
cenſed Retailers, been required from the Diſtiller, there had 
been no Need of Informations, nor had we been ſtunned 


with the diſmal Accounts of the Rage and Cruelty of the 
People, or the violent Deaths of thoſe who endeavoured to 


grow rich by commencing Proſecutions, The Duty had 
been regularly paid, the Liquors had been made too dear 


for common Ule, and the Name of Spirits had been in a 


ſhort Time forgotten amongſt us. 5 

From this Defe&, my Lords, aroſe all the Difficulties 
and Inconveniencies that have impeded the Execution of the 
Law, and prevented the EffeQs that were expected from it, 
and by one Amendment they might be all removed. 

But, inſtead of endeavouring to improve the Efficacy of 
the Remedy. which was before propoſed for this univerſal 
Malady, we, are now told that it was too forcible to take 


Effect, and that it only failed by the Vigour of its Opera- 


tion. We are informed, that the Work of Reformation ought 
not to be diſpatched with too much Expeditign, that Man- 
kind cannot. poſſibly be made virtuous at once, and that they 
mult be drawn off from their Habits by juſt Degrees, with- 
out the Violence of a ſudden Change. 2 
What Degrees the noble Lord propoſes to recommend, 
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3 
— 


or what Advantage he expects from allowing the People a 


longer Time to confirm their Habits, J am not able to diſ- 
cover. He appears to me rather to propoſe an Experiment 
than a Law; and rather to intend the Improvement of Po- 
licy than the Safety of the People. | 

This Experiment is, indeed, of a very daring Kind, in 
which not only the Money but the Lives of the People are 
hazarded : Their Money has, indeed, in all Ages been ſub- 
ject to the Caprices of Stateſmen ; but their Lives ought to 
be exempt from ſuch dangerous Practices; becauſe, when 
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Earl oi Bat li. 


| 1 
An. 16. Geo. II. once loſt, they can never be recovered. By this Bill, how- 


ever, it is contrived to lay Poyſon in the Way of the People, 


Poyſon which we know will be eagerly devoured by afourth 
Part of the Nation, and will prove fatal to a great Num- 
ber of thoſe that taſte it; nor is any Defence made of this 
Proſpect, but, that ſince the People love to ſwallow Poyſon, 
it may be of Advantage to the Government to ſell it. 

It might not be improper, my Lords, to publiſh to the 
People, by a formal Proclamation, the benevolent Intentions 
of their Governors; and inform them, that licenſed Mur- 
therers are to be appointed, at whoſe Shops they may in- 
fallibly be deſtroyed, without any Danger of legal Cenſures, 
provided they take Care to uſe the Poyſon preſcribed by the 
Government, and encreaſe by their Death the publick Re- 
venue. 1 

* That Money only is deſired from this Bill, is not only 
obvious ſrom the firſt Peruſal of it, but confeſſed, even by 
thoſe who defend it; but not one has continued to aſſert, 
that it will produce a Reformation of Manners, or recom- 
mend it otherwiſe than as an Experiment. | 


For this Reaſon, my Lords, I ſtill think my Motion for | 


poſtponing the Bill very reaſonable, nor do I make any 
Scruple to confeſs that I propoſe by poſtponing, only a more 
gentle and inoffenſive Method of dropping it, that ſome other 
Way of raiſing the Supplies may be attempted, or that the 
Duty may be raiſed to three Shillings a Gallon ; the loweſt 
Tax that can be laid with a Deſign of Reformation. 

* This Method, my Lords, or any other by which another 
Bill may be procured, ſhould be purſued ; for whatever 
Scheme the Commons may ſubſtitute, the Nation can ſuffer 
nathing by the Change, they cannot raiſe Money in any 
other Manner, with more Injury to the Publick ; fince, the 


greateſt Calamity which wrong Meaſures can poſſibly pro- 
duce, is the Propagation of Wickedneſs, and the Eſtabliſh. 


ment of Debauchery. = 


The Earl of Bath then ſpoke in Subſtance as follows. 
My Lords, ar, 
That this Bill is, with great Propriety, called an Expe- 


riment, I am ready to allow, but do not think the Jultneſs 


of that Expreſſion any forcible Argument againſt it; becaufe 
I know not any Law that can be propoſed for the ſame End, 
without equally deſerving the ſame Appellation. 
All the Schemes of Government, my Lords, have been 
perſected by ſlow Degrees, and the Deſects of every Regula- 
t. on ſupplied by the Wiſdom of ſueceſſive Generations. "x 
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Man has yet been found, whoſe Diſcernment, however pe. An. 16. Geo. II. 
netrating, has enabled him te diſcover all the, Conſequences 9 | 


of a new Law, nor to perceive all the Fallacies that it in- 
cludes, or all the Inconveniences that it may produce; the 
firſt Eſſay of a new Regulation is, therefore, only an Expe- 
riment-made, in ſome Degree, at random; and to be recti- 
fed by ſubſequent Obſervations, in making which, the moſt 
prudent Conduct is only to take Care, that it may. produce 
no ill Conſequences of great Importance, before.there may be 
an Opportunity of reviewing it. 1 © 
This Maxim, my Lords, is, in my Opinion, ſtrictly re- 
zarded in the preſent Attempt, which in itſelf is an Affair 
of very great Perplexity. The Health and Virtue of the 
People are to be regarded on one Part, and the Continuance 
of a very gainful and extenſive Manufacture on the other; a. 
Manufacture, by which only, or chiefly, the Produce of our 
own Nation is employed; and on which therefore, the Value 
of Lands muſt very much depend. of ld; to 
Manufactures of this Kind, my Lords, ought never to be 
violently or ſuddenly ſuppreſſed. * If they are pernicious to 
the Nation in. general, they are, at leaſt, uſeful to a very 
great Part, and to ſome, who have no other Employment, ne- 
ceſſary ; and in a Deſign of putting a Stop to any detrimental 
Trade, Care is always to be taken, that the Inconvenience 
exceed not the Benefit, and Time be allowed for thoſe. that 
are engaged in it to withdraw to ſome other Buſineſs, and for 
the Commodities that are conſumed by it, to be introduced at 
ſome other Market, or directed to ſome other Uſe. | 
©* Theſe Cautions are in this Bill very judiciouſly obſerved. 
The Trade, which all allow to adminiſter Supplies to De- 
bauchery,..and Fuel to Diſeaſes, will, by the Proviſions in 
this Bill, fink away by Degrees, and the Health and Virtue, 
of the People will be preſerved or reſtored without Murmurs 
or Commotions. | | | 5 
We muſt conſider, likewiſe, my Lords, the Neceſſity of 
naiſing Supplies, and the Succeſs with which they have hi- 
therto been raiſed upon the Scheme which is now under 
your Conſideration. | 
In examining the Neceſſity of procuring Supplies, I ſhall 
not expatiate upon the preſent Danger of the Liberties of all 
this Part of the World ; upon the Diſtreſs of the Houſe of. 
Auſtria, the Neceſſity of preſerviag the Balance of Power, 
ä or 
* See his Lordſhip's Speech when a Member of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, againſt Sir Joſeph Jekyll's Motion for bringing in the Act, the 


Repeal whereof is the Subject of the preſent Debate, in CuanDLsxa's 
Hiſtory of the Houſe of Commons, Anno 9. Geo, II. | 


( 4% 


An. 16. Geb. 1. or the apparent Deſigns of the antient and inet ſſant Diftar. 
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caſions ſufficiently explained. .. n 
It is now only neceflary to obferve, that the State of our 
Affairs requires Expedition, and that a happy Peace can only 
be expected from a ſucceſsful War, and that War can only 
be made fuecefsful by Vigour and Difpacch. ' 
If by liberal Grants of Money, and ready Concurrence 
in all neceſſary Meaſures, we enable bis Majeſty to raiſe 2 
powerful Army, there is no Reafon to doubt that a ſiagle 
Campaign may procure Peace, that it may eftabliſh the Li- 
berties of Europe, and raife our Allies who were fo lately 
diſtreſſed, to their former Greatneſs. | Wk oy nl 
* Theſe Supplies, my Lords, which are fo evidently ne- 
ö ceſſary, may, by the Method now propoſed, be eaſily, ſpeedi- 
| | ly, afid cheaply raiſed. Upon the Security which this Ad 
will afford, large Soms are already offered to the Govern- 
ment at the low Intereſt of three per Cent. by thoſe who, if 
the Conditions of the Loan are changed, will perhaps de- 
mand four in a few Days, or raiſe Money by a Combination 
to the Rate of five or fix. I need not remark how much this 
will embarraſs the Publick Meaſures, or how much it will | 
encourage our Enemies to an obſtinate Refiftance. _ : 
Such, my Lords, are the Inconveniences to be feared 
from rejecting this Bill, or from poſtponing it, by which is 
plainly intended only a more gentle and tender Manner of re- 
jecting it, by hinting to the Commons your Difapprobation 
of it, and the Neceſſity of fending up another, which you 
cannot do without hazarding the Peace of the Nation and the 
Fate of the War. | | ” 
Ihe Commons, who are not obliged to enquire what, Re- 
| ception their Bills find here, may perhaps not immediately 
| prepare another, but ſuffer Time to elapſe, till Neceſſity 
| ſhall oblige us to comply with thoſe Meaſures which we can- 
not approve. . 
FThey may likewiſe, by a Kind of Parliamentary Craft, 
elude all our Precautions, and make the Rejecting of the Bill 
ineffectual, as was once done, when a Bill for a Tax upon 
Leather was rejected; the Commons, determining not to be 
directed ip the Methods of raiſing Money, ſent up the fame 
Bill with only a ſmall Alteration of the Title, to lay a Duty 
upon tann'd Hides, which the Lords were, for want of Time, 
liged to paſs. : 
p But, my Lords, ſhould the other Houſe diſcover in this 
# ſingle Inſtance, any uncommon Degree of Flexibility and 
1 Comphiſance,- ſhould they patiently endure the Reems 


bers of Mavkind; Topicks which have been on former Oc. 
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the Bill, admit the Validity of the Reaſons upon which your An. 16 Geo. U. 


Lordſhips have proceeded, and willingly engage in drawing 

up a new Scheme for railing Supplies ; even upon this Sup: 
tion, which is more favourable. than can reaſonably he 

formed, the Buſineſs of the Year will be very much 

ed, and the new Bill hurried. into a Law, without ufficient 

Caution or Deliberation. | 
The Seſſion is now, my. Lords f y LY that 

many of the Commons have retir'd into the Country, whoſe 


Advice and; Aſſiſtance may be neceflary in the Projection of a 


new Money Bill, ſo that the new Bill muſt be form'd in a ſhort 
Time and a thin Houſe ;. and indeed: the Multäplicity of 
Conſiderations neceſſary to another Bill of this Kind, is ſuch, 
that I cannot think it prudent to adviſe or undertake it. 

The Committee on Ways and Means malt” ſtrike out 
another, Scheme for a confiderable Impoſt, which in che pre- 
ſent State of the Nation, is ig itſelf no eaſy: Taſk. This 
Scheme muſt be ſo adjaſted as to be conſiſſent with all the 
other Taxes, which will require long Conſultations and accu- 
rate Inquiries, It muſt then ſtruggle perhaps through an 
obſtinate and artful Oppoſition, before it can paſs-zbrough the 
Forms of the other Houſe'; and when it comes before your 
Lordſhips, may be again oppoſed with no leſs Zeal thaw the 
Bill before us, and perhaps likewiſe with equal Reaſon. 

All theſe Dangers and Difficulties will be avoided by 
trying, for a ſingle Year, the Experiment which is now pro- 
poſed ; and which, if that ſhould fail, may be better ad- 
juſted in the Time of Leiſure, which the Beginning of the 
next Seſſion will undoubtedly afford; before which. Time I 
am afraid no Amendment can poſſibly be made. 

It has been propoſed indeed by the noble. Lord, that 
three Shillings ſhould be laid upon every Gallon of diftill'd 


- Liquors, which would undoubtedly leflen the Conſumption, 


but would at the ſame Time deſtroy the Trade ; a Trade 
from which large Profits may be in Time gained; fince our 
Diſtillers have now acquired ſuch Skill, - that the moſt deli- 
cate Palate cannot eee their Liquare from thoſs which 
rom ners import. 
the Daty be raiſed to the Heighth grogoſed; it muſt 
be —— to be re- paid for all that ſhall be exported ; other - 
wiſe Foreign Nations will deprive us of this Part of our 
Trade; and it has been already ſhewn, that by mock Ex- 
portations the Duty may be frequently evaded. 
© Thus, my Lords, there will be Difficulties: on either 
Hand; if a Duty ſo high be paid, the Manufacturer will be 
ruined, if it be evaded, the Conſumption will be leſſened, 
Xx 3 One 
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An 16. Geo, | | ods One DINE will eafily be diſcovered to de the 
' 1 neceſſaty Conſequence of any conſiderable Advanie of the 


Price. We may be certain that an Act of Parliament will 
not moderate the Paſſions, or alter the Appetites of the Peo- 
ple; and that they will not be leſs deſirous of their uſual 
'Gratifications,. becauſe they are denied them. The Poor 
may indeed yield to Neceſſity, unleſs they find theinſelve 
[able to reſiſt thè Law, or to evade it ; but thoſe w ho can, af. 
ford to pleaſe their Taſte, at a greater Expence, will till n. 
ot as before, but with this Difference, that their Exceſſe 
will produce no Advantage to the Public. 
II an additional Duty of three Shillings be laid pg ew. 
ry Gallon of diſtill'd Liquors, the Product of our on Diſt 
lery will be dearer than thoſe Liquors which are imported from 
Foreign Parts; and therefore it cannot but be e pected that 
the Money which now cireulates amongſt us, will in & ſhort 
Time be clandeſlinely carried into other Countries 
Such, my Lords, will be the Effect of thoſe Taxes which 
are ſo iron Nerf recommended'; and therefore they ought not 
to be impoſed till all other Methods of Proceeditig have been 
found ineffectual. 
II is poſfible indeed that the Repulation ſpecified in this 
Bill, may not produce any beneficial Effect; and that the 
reſent Practice of Debauchery may ſtill continue among the 
People but it is likewiſe poſſible that this Tax may, by en- 
creaſing the Price, augment the Revenue at the ARIA 
that it lefſens the Conſumption, 


This Propofal has by ſome Lords been treated 20 "Pim 


dox ; but they certainly ſuſpected it of Falſhood, only for 


Want of Patience to form the Caiculations neceſſary in ſuch , 


Diſquiſitions. The Tax of the laſt Year amounted to 
170,000 /. This Tax is now' doubled, fo that the — 
tity would produce 340,000 J. but if one third-leſs be 
conſumed, the preſent Tax will amount to no more than 
220,000 J. and when 50,000 Licenſes are added, the Reve- 
nue will gain 100,000 /. though one third Part of the a 
ſumption ſhould be hindered. - 190 

But, my Lords, ſuppoſing no Part of the Conſamprio 

hindered, I cannot think that Bill ſhould be rejected, which, 
in a Time of Danger like the preſent, ſhall add to the public 
Revenue an annual Income of more than 200,000 J. without 
leſſening any Manufacture, without burthening any uſeful or 


_ virtuous Part of the Nation, and without giving the leaſt Oc- 


eaſion to any Murmurs among the People. 
It is to be remembered, my Lords, that whatever: Cor- 
ruptian ſhall prevail amongſt us, it cannot de imputed to Ill 
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Bill, which did not make, but found the Nation vitiated, and An, 16. Jos. hs 


only turned their Vices to public Advantage; ſo chat if it 

uces any Diminution of the Sale of Spirits, it is indiſpu- 
tably to be applauded as promoting Virtue. If the Sale of 
Spirits ſtill continues the ſame, it will deſerve ſome Degree 
of Commendation, as it will, at leaſt, not contribute to the 
Tacreaſe of Vice, and as it will augment the Revenue with- 
out injuring the People; for how, my Lords, can we, be 
cenſured for voly Joe che Fee to ge ia the Stage 
we found 4 bahag | 


* 
6118 


Then Lord Talbot ſtood up and pokes as follows : 2 15 . | 
My Lords, 


* © If we conſider the Tendency of. the ew. uſed by Lord Talbot. 


the noble Lord, the only Argument on which he appears to 
lay any Streſs, it will prove, if it proves any thing, what 
cannot be admitted by your Lordſhips, without bidding fare- 
well to Independency, and — that vou am air 
the Subſtitutes of a higher Power. 

It appears by the Tenor of his Reaſoniog. that be, con- 
iders this Houſe as only oblig'd, in Queſtions relating to 
dopplies, to ratiſy the Determinations of the other, to; ſub- 
mit implicitly: tos their Dictates, and receiye their ſovereign 
Commands, wuwat Ling eicher a refuſe Compliance, or 
delay it. 1 
If we join the Reaſoning of the ndble Lonk * ſpoke 
laſt to that of one who ſpoke before; i in Favour, of the Bill, 

we ſhall be able to diſcover the full Extent of our Power on 
theſe Occaſions 3; the firſt was pleaſed to inform us, that tho? 
we were at Liberty to examine the Paragraphs of this Bill, we 
had no Right, at leaſt no Power to amend them; becauſe in 
Money- Bills, the, Commons left us no other Choice than 
that of paſſing or rejecting them. | 

This, my Lords, might have been thought a ſufficient 
Contraction of thoſe Privileges which your Anceſtors! tranſ- 
mitted to you, and the Commons needed to have deſired no 
farther Conceſſions from this Houſe, ſince this was a publicks 
Confeſſion of a ſubordinate. State, and admitted, either that 
Part of our antient Rights had been given up, or that we were 
at preſent too much depreſſed to dare to aſſert them. 

* We might, however, ſtill comfort ourſelves with the 
peaceful and unconteſted- Poſſeſſion of the Alternative, we 
might ſtill believe that what we could not approve, we 
might reject, without - irritating the Commons. But now, 
my Lords, a new Doctrine has been vented among us; we 
are told, not only that we muſt not amend a Monez-Bill, 
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An; 15. Geo, II. but that it will be to no Purpoſe to reje& it, lor that the 


other Houſe will fend it again witheut altering any Thing 
but the Title, and force — ue, when there is ho Tins | 
for any other Expedient. 0 7 2 0 ne 

If this, my Lords, ſhould be done, I know not how 
the Bill might, at its ſecond Appearance, be received by 
other Lords; for my Part, I ſhould vote immediately ſor rd. 
jecting it, without any alleviating or molti fy ing Expedients,” 
I ſhould rejett it, my Lords,” even on the laſt Day of the 
Seſſion, without any Regard to the pretended Neceity of 


raiſing Supplies, and without ſuffering myſelf to be terrified 


into Compliance by the Danger of the Houſe of Aufi, 
for though I think the Balance of Power on dhe Continent 
neceflary to be preſerved, at the Hazard of a Fleet of kn 
Army, I cannot think it of equal Importance to us, with 


the Equipoife of our own Government; nor can I conceive 


it my Duty to enſlave myſelf to fecure the Freedom of 


another 


: ö ; 7 $73 '# 1246474. OF $330 

The Danger, therefore, of diſguſting the Commons, at 
this or any other Juncture, ſhall never influence me tu a 
tame Reſignation of the Privileges of our own Houſe ; nor 
ſhall I willingly allow any Force to thoſe Arguments which 
are intended only to operate upon our Fears; and, there 
fore, unleſs there ſhall appeer ſome better Plea in ſavour of 
this Bill, I ſhall think it my Duty to oppoſe it. 1 e 
13 — is the — or in — — wo 

Lord who ſpoke laſt, the Impoſſibility of raifing 80 

plies by any other Method. That it is not eaſy to rae 
Supplies by any new Tax in a Nation, where almoſt all the 
Neceſſar ies oſ Life ate loaded with Impoſts, muſt be reudily 
aflowed; but that it is impoſſible, the Folly of the People, 
which is at leaſt equal to their Poverty, will not ſuffer me 


to grant. , indie 


© One other Expedient, at lesſt, has been already diſco- 


| Regard for Commerce, they have eftabliſhed a Lottery for 
800,000 J. by which they not only take Advantage of an 
Inclination too predominant, an Inelination to grow rich 
rather by a lucky Hazard than ſucceſsful Induſtry; but give 
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their Lives by another. 
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op the People a Prey t;Stock-jobbers, Uſurers,; and-Brokery An 16. C. Lk 
of Tickets, 8 plunder them without Mercy, by the 
tho 


Encouragement of thoſe, by whom it might be hoped, that 
they would be protected from Plunderers:..: :: -.-; ;5t » 

© All Lotteries,” my Lotds, ate Games which are nat more 
honeſt or mate uſeful for, being legal, ;and the 'ObjeRtipg 
which has been made to all other Games, and which has 
never yet been anſwered, will be found equally valid when 
applied to them. They engroſo that Attention which might 


be employed in improving or. extending! our Manufactures s 


they ſwallow that Money which might circulate; in uſeful 
Trade; they give the Idle and the Diligent eq 'oqual ro- 
ſpe& of Riches ; and by conferring unexpected Wealth upon 
thoſe who never: deſerved it, and know not how to uſe it, 
they Pg Extravagante and Luxury, Inſolence and Dif 
folateneſs; ; . Mobi tag © nanrgarg agod ond avg aw 

« But theſe .Conſcquences, my Lorde, and a Theuſand 


others equally important, equally formidable, may be oljeR-. 


ed without Effect, againſt any Scheme by which Money will 
be raiſed ; Money ! the only End at Which our Miniſters 
have aimed for almoſt half a Cetituty s Money ! by which 
only they have preſerved: the Favour of the Court, and the 
Obedience of the Parliament Money i which, bas ſupplied 


the Place of Wiſdom, at one Time, and of Courage, at 


another. Nana 1 IG n 3g 0 em 
Jo gain Money, my Lords, they have injured Trade, 
by eſtabliſhing 4 Lottery; and they are n] about to ſarri · 
fice the Health and Virtue of the People to the Preſervation 
of a Trade, by which Money may be furniſhed to the Go+ 
vernment : | This, my Lords, is their only Deſign, however 
they may act, or whatever they may profeſs, If they endea- 
vour to protect either the Trade at Lives of the People, it is 
only becauſe they expect a Continuance of Taxes from them 
and when mote deſperate Meaſures are neceſſary for the ſame 
Purpoſes, they ruin their Trade by one Project, and deſtroy 


The Lord Londſdale ſpoke next to this Effect: 


 * It is not without the utmoſt Grief and Indignation, that 157d Lantiale. 


I find this Houſe conſidered by ſome who have ſpoken in 


Vindication of this Bill, as obliged to comply with any Pro- 


poſals ſent up by the Commons for raiſing Money, however 
deſtructive to the Pablick, or however contrary to the Dic- 
lates of our Conſcience, or Convictions of our Reaſon. | 


 * What is this, my Lords, but once more to vote our- 


ſelves 


174 : 


© 


3 ö | 
An. 16. Geo, II. ſelves uſeleſs ? What but to be the firſt that ſhall the 
— Conſtitution of the Government, and ** * chat Libe 
which our Anceſtors eftabliſhed ? © .- 
© That this is really the Deſign of any of the Fey Lord, 
who have ſpoken in Vindication of the Bill, and have aſer- 
ted the Neceſſity of : paſſing it, without any Atrempts'to'a- 
mend it, I am very far from affirming; but certainly, my 
Lords, this, and this only, is the Conſequenee of their Poſi- 
tions, with whatever Intention thex may have advanced 
them; for how, my Lorde, can we call ourſelves ind 
if we are to receive the Commands of the other Houſe ? or 
with what Propriety can we aſſume the Title of Legiſlaton, 
if we are to paſs a Bill like this without Examination? 
The Bill now before us, my Lords, is of the utmoſt Im. 
portance to the Happineſs of that Nation, whoſe Welfare 
we have hitherto been imagined to ſuperintend. In this 
are involved not only the Trade and Riches, but the Lives 
and Morals of the Britiſb People; nor can we ſuffer it to 
paſs unexamined, without betraying the Ns wann 
; neſs and Deſtruction. 
0 | '* Should we, on this Occaſion, offer * to —_ 
graded: from Legiſlators to Meſſengers from the Commons 
to the Throne; ſhould we be content only to tranſmit the 
Laws which we ought to amend, and reſign ourſelves up 
implicitely to the Wiſdom of thoſe who we have formerly 
confidered as our Interiors, I know not for what Purpoſe ve 
fit here. It would be my Advice that we ſhould no longer 
attempt to preſerve the Appearance of Power, when we haue 
loft the Subſtance, or ſubmit to ſhare the Drudgery of Ob 
vernment without partaking of the Authority. 
The Time of ſuch Deſpair is, indeed, not yet 4 
but every Act of ſervile Compliance will bring it nearer; 
and, therefore, my Lords, for the ſake of ourſelves, as well 
as of -the People, I join in the noble Lord's Motion for re- 
ſuming the Houſe, that farther Information may be ob- 
tained both 8 ourſelves, by the Commons, and by . the 
Nation. 
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My Lenk,: pil 
D. of Newcaftle, | . I believe no Lord in this Houſe is more ala * the 
| Advantage of the Publick than myſelf, or more wore to 
preſerve the Lives, or amend the Morals. of the People; but 
I cannot think, that this Character can 57 ws ny Dif- 


«lf 


like * the Bill now before us. 


f 435 ) 


the Lives and Morals of the People are affected by chis Bill, 
cannot yet ſee, that his Inference is juſt, or that our Com- 
pliance witty che Motion, is, therefore, neceſſary. 

That under the preſent Regulation the Miſeries of the 
Nation are every Day encreaſed ; that Corruption ſpreads 
erery Day wider, and Debanchery makes greater Havock, 
js confeſſed on all Sides : and, therefore, 1 can diſcover no 
Reaſon for continuing the Laws in their preſent State, nor 
can think, that we ought to decline an Experiment by 
which that Diſorder, which Cannot. be encreaſtd, may! roſibiy 
be leſſend. 

It is conſeſſed by the noble —— who: . their Ap- 
probation of the Motion for poltponing the Conſideration of 
this Bill, that they intend nothing leſs than a gente and tacit 
Manner of dropping it, by ſhewing the Commons that, though 
to avoid Offence, they do not abſolutely reject it, yet they 
cannot approve it, and will not paſs it ; and that, therefore, 
the Neceſſity of raifing:Supplies, requires, that another Bill 
ſhould be formed, not liable to the ſame Objectionss. 

* The Conſequences of this Procedure, my Lords, can only 
be, that either the Commons will form: another Bill for rai- 
fng Money, or that they will ſend up this again, with a new 
Title, and ſuch ſlight. Alterations as not the Happineſs of 
the Nation, but the Forms of Parliament, demand. 

* If, in Return for our Endeavours to reform a Bill of which 
they think themlelves the only conſtitutional Judges, they 
ſhould ſend it again with only another Title; what, my 
Lords, ſhall we procure by the Delay, but a new Occaſion 
of Marmurs and: Diſcontent, a new Confirmation of the Power 
of the Commons, and an Eſtabliſnment of Parliamentary 
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Cbicaaery, at once pernicious to the Publick, and mini- 
ell i ous to ourſelves? 
co © That the Commons, in 2 back a Bill that has been 


rejected in this Houſe, with only a Change in the Title, act 
contrary to the End of Parliamentary Inſtitution, though con- 
litently with their external Forms, cannot be denied: But 
g a each Houſe is without any Dependence on the other, ſuch 
ag Deviations from the Principles of our Conſtitution, however 
injurious to our Authority, or however detrimental to the 


= 
Cd 


Nation, cannot be puniſhed, nor otherwiſe prevented than 
by Caution and Prudence. 2 
* If, therefore, the Commons, as they h formerly 


1 done, ſhould return the Bill without Alteration, we ſhall only 
have Impaired our own Authority, and ſhaken the Founda- 


tions of our Government, by a fruitleſs Oppoſition. Nor 
1 j ſhall 


| 
| 


If I ſhould admit what the noble Lord he aſſerted, that An. 16, Geo. II. 


2742. 


1742. 
Dd a 


be pruned away only 


Future Oppoſition; and our Allies, who were ſtruggling 2. 


Inquiries may be proſecuted at Leiſure, when every Au- 


1 
42. 6. Geo. II. mall 'we gain any Advantage, though they ſodld comply 


with our Expectation, and employ the little Time that m. 
mains, in contriving a new Tax 3 for Corruption muſt tben 
proceed without Oppoſition, the People muſt. grow every Day 
more vicious, and Debauchery will, in a ſhort Time, proy 
400 general to be f S tn ( e a. 21h oe 
With regard to the Bill before. us, the only Queſtio Wl | 
that is neceſſary or proper, is, whether it will promote. ot | 
Hinder the 'Conſamption of diſtilled Liquors ? for, as tote 
\ 
t 
t 


Effects of thoſe Liquors, thoſe that vindicate, and that oppoſe 
this Bill, are of the ſame Opinion ; and all will readily allow, 
that if the Law now propoſed ſhall be found to enereaſe the 
Conſumption which ic was intended tò diminiſh, it:ought im- 
mediately to be repealed, as deſtructive to the People, and 
contrary to the End for which it was deſigned s but if he Bil . 
additional Duties ſhall produce any Degree of Reſtraint, if Wl ; 
they ſhall hinder the Conſumption, even of a very (mall Par, BY | 
IT think it muſt be allowed that the Proviſions are juſt and: uſe- 
ful; fince it has already appeared, that this Vice is too deep : 
ly rooted to be torn ap at once 3 and that, there fore, it 0 Wl . 
y im ptible Degrees. 
Whether 2 — in the Bill might u » 
admit of Improvements, whether ſome other more eſſiaciom Wl | 
Expedients might not be diſcovered ; and, whether the Duties c 
might not be raiſed yet higher, with more Advantage i the f 
Publick, may undoubtedly admit of long Diſpres and deep d 
Ir:quiries ; but for theſe Inquiries and Diſputes, my Lords, BY .. 
there is, at preſent, no Time: The Affairs of the Continent Bl « 
require our immediate Interpoſition, the general Oppreſſan 
of the Weſtern World are now endeavouring to extend ther 
Dominions, and exalt their Power beyond the Poſſibilit/ of 


gainſt them, can no longer continue their Efforts without 
Aſſiſtance. 2 N th rf bf 154 

At a Time like this, my Lords, it is not proper to de 
lay the Supplies by needleſs Controverſies ; or, indeed, by 
any Diſputes which may, without any great Inconvenience, 
be delayed to a Time of Tranquility; a Time, when all ou 


ment may be conſidered in its full Extent, and when the Im- | 
provement of our Laws ought, indeed, to be our principal Wil im. 
Care. At preſent it appears to me, that every Method BY the 


of raiſing Money, without manifeſt Injury to the Morals of BY |, 
the People, deſerves our Approbation; and, therefore, that WI (0 


ve ought to paſs this Bll, though it ſhould not much hinde v. 


6 a0, - | 
pear, that it will not encreaſe it. ER Ans 
elt is, at leaſt, 8 that, at this preſſing Exigence, thoſe 
that oppoſe the Bills, by which Supplies are to be raiſed, ſhould, 
by offering other Expedients, ſhew that their Oppoſition pro- 
ceeds not from any private Malevolenee to the Miniſtry, or 
any Prepoſſeſſion againſt the publick Meaſures; but from a 
feady Adherence to juſt Principles, and an impartial Regard 
for the publick Good: For, it may be ſuſpected, that he 
who only buſies himſelf in pulling down, without any At- 
tempts to repair the Breaches that he has made, with more 
it or durable Materials, has no real Defign of ſtrengthening 
the Fortii cation. | W dat ag 
It has been propoſed, indeed, by one of the noble Lords, 
2 Tax of three Shiflings a Gallon ſhould be laid upon all di- 
filled Spirits, and collected by the Laws of Exciſe at the Still 
head, which would doubtleſs ſecure a great Part of the Peo- 
ple from the Temptations to which they are at preſent expoſ- 
ed, but would at the ſame Time produce another Effect not 
equally to be defired. a | 
have been informed, my Lords, upon mentioning this 
Propoſal in Converſation, that ſuch Duties will raiſe the Price 
of the Liquors diſtilled among us, above that of Foreign 
Countries; and that, therefore, not only all our Foreign 
Trade of this Kind, would be immediately deſtroyed, but 
that many of thoſe who now drink our own Spirits, only be- 
cauſe they are cheaper, will then purchaſe thoſe of Foreign 
Countries, which are generally allowed to be more pleaſant. 
That this is really the State of the Affair I do not aftirm ; 
for I now relate only what I have heard from others ; but 
ſurely, the Impoſition of ſo heavy a Duty requires long Conſi - 
deration; nor can it be improper to mention any Objections, 
the Diſcuſſion of which may contribute to our Information. 
* But any other Regulations than thoſe now offered, will 
require ſo many Enquiries, and ſo long Conſultation, that the 
Parliament will expect to be diſmiſſed from their Attendance, - 
before any Reſolutions are formed ; and when once the Sup- 
plies are provided, we ſhall find ourſelves obliged to leave 
the Law relating to Spirituous Liquors in its preſent State. 
Then, my Lords, will the Enemies of the Government 
magine, that they have a new Opportunity of gratifying 
their Malignity, by cenſuring us as wholly negligent of the 
publick Happineſs, and charge us with looking without 
Concern upon the Debauchery, the Diſeaſes, and the Pover- 
ty of the People, without any Commpaſſion of their Wants, 
Care of their Reformation. | 1 1 — ; 
er | . . 
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only to amuſe ourſelves with ineffeQual Proviſions, is uni- 


verſally allowed; nor is there any Difference of Opinion, 
with Regard to the preſent State of the Vice which we are 
now endeavouring to hinder. The laſt Law was well in. 


tended, but was dictated by Anger, and ratified by Zeal; 


and, therefore, was too violent to be executed, and, inſtead | 


of reforming, exaſperated the Nation. 
No ſooner, therefore, did the Magiſtrates diſcover the 
inflexible Reſolution of the People, their furious Perſecution 
of Informers, and their declared Hatred of all thoſe who 
concurred in depriving them of this dangerous - Pleaſure, 
than they were induced, by Regard to their own Safety, to 
relax that Severity which was enjoined, and were contented 
to purchaſe Safety by gratifying, or, at leaſt, by not oppoſ- 
ing thoſe Paſſions of the Multitude, which they could not 
hope to controul; the Practice of drinking Spirits continued, 
and the Conſumption was every Year greater thay the for- 
mer. Ho” | {ls a0 
This, my Lords, is the preſent State of the Nation; a 
State ſufficiently- deplorable, and which all the Laws of Ho- 
manity and Juſtice command us to alter. This is the uni- 


verſal Declaration. We all agree, that the People grow e. 


very Day more corrupt, and that this Corruption ought to 

be ſtopped, but by what Means is yet undecided. _ _ 
Violent Methods, and Extremity of Rigour have been 
already tried, and totally defeated ; it is, therefore, propoſ- 
ed to try more eaſy. and gentle Regulations, that ſhall pro- 
duce, by ſlow Degrees, the Reformation which cannot be ei. 
fected by open Force; theſe new Regulations appear to 
many Lords, not ſufficiently coercive, and are imagined flill 
_ _ to reform a Vice ſo inveterate, and ſo firmly efta- 

iſhed, | | | 

© Theſe Opinions I cannot flatter myſelf with the, Hope 
of reconciling ; but muſt yet obſerve, that the Conſumption 
of theſe Liquors, as of all other Commodities, can only be 
leſſened by proper Duties, and that every additional Impoſi- 
tion has a Tendency to leſſen them; and, ſince, ſo far a 
it extends, it can produce no ill Effects, deſerves the Appro- 
bation of thoſe who ſincerely deſire to ſuppreſs this odious 
Vice, that has ſo much prevailed ; and been ſo widely dit- 
fuſed. =? | _ . 
* It is indeed, poſſible, that the Duties now propoſed ma 


be found not ſufficient; but for this Defect there is an eaſy 


Remedy. The Duty, if it be found, by the Experience of 


a ſingle Year, to be too ſmall, may, in the next, be eafily 
* augmented 


3 WE 
) zugmented, and ſwelled by annual Encreaſes, even to the An, 16. Ges. If. 


. Height, yu is now propoſed; if no Remedy more eafy 174% _ 
; can be found. | of 9 | 

b It may be objected, that this Fund will be mortgaged 

ſor the Payment of the Sums employed in the Service 

; of the War; and that, therefore, the State of the Duty 

d cannot afterwards be altered without Injuſtice to the pub- 

lick Creditors, and a manifeſt Violation of the Faith of 

e Parliament : But, my Lords, though in the Hurry of 

n providing for a preſſing and important War, the Commons 

0 could not find any other Method ſo eaſy of raiſing Money, 


, WH it cannot be doubted but that when they conſider the State 
0 of the Nation, at leiſure, they will eaſily redeem this Tax, 
q if it ſhall appear inconvenient, and ſubſtitute ſome other, 
. leis injurious to the Happineſs of the Publick. | 
It It was not impoſſible for them to have done this in the 
, Beginning of this Seſſion; nor can it be ſuppoſed, that Men 
. ſo long verſed in publick Affairs, could not eaſily have pro- 
poſed many other Impoſts; but it may be imagined that they 
a choſe this out of many, without ſuſpecting that it would be 
- oppoſed, and believed, that they were at once raiſing Sup- 
i- plies, and protecting the Virtue of the People. 5 
„ Nor, indeed, my Lords, does it yet appear, that they 
0 have been miſtaken; for though the Arguments of the noble 
Lords who oppoſe the Bill are acute and plauſible; yet, 
en ſince they agree, that the Conſumption of theſe Liquors is 
ſ- at laſt, to be hindered by raiſing their Price, it is reaſonable 
0+ to conceive, that every Augmentation of the Price muſt pro- 
1 duce a proportionate Diminution of the Conſumption; and 
to that, therefore, this Duty will contribute, in ſome Degree, 
ill to the Reformation of the People. It ſeems, at leaſt, in 
a the higheſt Degree probable, that it cannot encreaſe the E- 
vil which it is intended to remedy ; and- that, therefore, we 
may reaſonably concur in it, as it will furniſh the Govern- 
ment with Supplies, without any Inconvenience to thoſe 
that pay them. | 


The Biſhop of Oxford then ſtood up and ſpoke as follows: 
My Lords, | | | 

This Subject has already been fo acutely conſidered, and pihop of Oxford. 
ſo copiouſly diſcuſſed, that I riſe up in Deſpair of propoſing 
| any thing new, of explaining any Argument more clearly, 
1 or urging it more foreibly, of ſtarting any other Subject of 

y Conſideration, or pointing out any Circumſtance yet untouch- 
of ed in thoſe that have been propoſed. e 
1 * Yet, my Lords, though 1 cannot hope to add any thing 
| | to 


(40) 
An. 16. Geo. U. tothe Knowledge which your Lordſhips have already obtain 


J 4 


ed of the Subject in Debate, I think it my Duty ta add one 


Voice to the Truth, and to declare that in the Balance of 


my Underſtanding, ' the Arguments againſt the Bill ve 
much outweigh thoſe that have been offer'd in its | +a 
It is always preſum'd by thoſe who vindicate it, that 


every Augmentation of the Price will neceſſarily produce a | 


proportionate Decreaſe of the Conſumption. This, my 
Lords, is the chief, if not the only Argument that has been 
advanced, except that which is drawn from the Neceſſity of 
raiſing Supplies, and the Danger of diſguſting the other 
Houſe, - But this Argument, my Lords, is evidently falla- 
cions ; and therefore the Bill, if it paſſes, mult paſs without a 
ſingle Reaſon except immediate Convenience. 
Let us examine, my Lords, this potent Argument which 
has been ſucceſſively urged by all who have endeavoured to 
vindicate the Bill, and ecchoed from one to another with all 
the Confidence of Irrefragability; let us conſider on what Sup- 
poſitions it is founded, and we ſhall ſoon find how eaſily it 
will be diſſipated. | A 1 
It is ſuppoſed by this Argument, that every Drinker of 
theſe Liquors ſpends as much as he can poſſibly procure ; and 


that therefore the leaſt additional Price muſt place Part of 


his Pleaſure beyond his Reach. This, my Lords, cannot be 


| 8 true; it is perhaps generally, if not univerſally 


alſe. It cannot be doubted but that many of thoſe who cor- 
rupt their Minds and Bodies with theſe pernicious Draught, 


are above the Neceſſity of conſtraining their Appetites to e- | 


cape ſo ſmall an Expence as that which is now to be impoſed 
upon them ; and even of thoſe whoſe Poverty can fink n0 
lower, who are in Reality exhauſted by every Day's De- 
bauch, it is at leaſt as likely, that they will inſiſt upon more 
Pay for their Work, or that they will ſteal with more Rapt- 
city, as that they will ſuffer themſelyes to be debarred from 
the Pleaſures of Drunkenneſs. eo 

It is not certain, that this Duty will make theſe Liquors 
dearer to thoſe who drink them, ſince the Diſtiller will more 
willingly deduct from his preſent Profit the ſmall Tax that is 
now propoſed, than ſuffer the Trade to fink ; and, even if 
that Tax ſhould be, as is uſual, levied upon the Retailer, it 
has been already obſerved, that, in the Quantities necellay 
to Drunkenneſs, it will not be perceptible. 

* But, my Lords, though this Argument appears thus weak 
upon the firſt and ſlighteſt Conſideration, the chief Fallacy 
is ſtill behind. Thoſe who have already initiated themſelys 


in Debauchery, deſerve not the chief Conſideration of * 
a i . 
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Houſe ; _ are wy the 28 Part hopeleſs and aban- An. 16. Ceo. II. 
doned, and can only be withbeld by Force, from 1 


ing with thoſe Deſires to which they are habitually en 
red: They may, indeed, be ſome Times puniſhed, and at 
other Times reſtrained, but cannot often be reformed. 


« Thoſe, my Lords, who are yet uncorrupted, ought firſt . 


to engage our Care ; Virtue is eaſily preſerved, but difficult- 
ly regained. But for thoſe what Regard has hitherto been 
hown ? What Effects can be expected from this Bill, but 
that of expoſing them to Temptations, by placing unlawful 
Pleaſures in their View? Pleaſures which, however unwor- 
hy of human Nature, are-ſeldom forſaken, after they have 
once been taſted. BESS Wo 

In the Conſideration of the preſent Queſtion, it is to be 
remembered, that Multitudes are already corrupted, and the 
Contagion grows more dangerous in Proportion as greater 
Numbers are infected. | 

To ſtop the Progreſs of this Peſtilence, my Lords, ought 
to be the governing Paſſion of our Minds; to this Point 
ought all our Aims to be directed, and for this End ought 
all our Projects to be calculate. Bet 

But how, my Lords, is this Purpoſe promoted by a Law 
which gives a Licence, an anlimited and cheap Licence for 
the Sale of that Liquor, to which, even thoſe who ſupport 
the Bill impute the preſent Corruption of the People ? This 
ſurely is no rational Scheme of Reformation, nor can it be 
imagined, that a favourite and inveterate Vice is to be ex - 
tipated by ſuch gentle Methods. 

Let us conſider, my Lords, more nearly the Effects of 
this new invented Regulation, and we ſhall ſee, how we 
may expect from them the Recovery of publick Virtue. 
A Law is now to be repealed by which the Uſe of diſtilled 
Liquors is prohibited, but which has not been for ſome 
Time put in Execution, or not with Vigour ſufficient to 
ſurmount the Difficulties and Inconveniencies by which its 
Operation was obſtructed. . The Law is however yet in 
Force, and whoever fells Spirits muſt now ſell them at the 
Hazard of Proſecution and Penalties, and with an implicit 
Confidence in the Kindneſs and Fidelity of the Purchaſer. 

t cannot be ſuppoſed, my Lords, but that a Law like 
this muſt have ſome Effect. It cannot be doubted, that 
ſme are honeſt and others timorous ; and that among the 
Wretches who are moſt to be ſuſpected of this Kind of De- 
bauchery, there are ſome in whom it is not ſafe to confide, 
they therefore muſt ſometimes be hindered from deſtroying 
their Reaſon by other Reſtraints than Want of Money, and, 

Vor. VIII. Part 2. _ Un when 
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An. 16. Geo, II. when they are truſted with the Secret of an illegal Trade 


muſt pay a dearer Rate for the Danger that is incurred. 


But when this Law is repealed, and every Street and 
Alley has a Shop licenſed to diſtribute this delicious Poiſon, 


what can we expect? The moſt ſanguine Advocate for the 
Bill cannot ſurely hope, that any of thoſe who now drink 


Spirits will refrain from them, only becauſe they are fold 
without Danger ; and though what cannot be proved, or 
even hoped, ſhould be admitted, that ſome muſt content 
themſelves with a ſmaller Quantity on account of the ad- 
vanced Price, yet, while they take all Opportunities of De- 
bauchery, while they ſpend, in this deſtructive Liquor, all 
that either honeſt Labour or daring Theft will ſapply, they 


muſt always be Examples of Intemperance ; ſuch Examples 


as, from the Experience of late Years, we have Reaſon to 
believe will find many Imitators ; and therefore will pro- 


mote at once the Conſumption of Spirits and the Corruption. 


of the People. | | 

© 'There is always to be found in Wickedneſs a deteſtable 
Ambition of gaining Proſelytes: Every Man who has ſuffered 
himſelf to be corrupted, is deſirous to hide himſelf from In- 
famy in Crowds as vicious as himſelf, or defires Companions 


in Wickedneſs from the ſame natural Inclination to Society 


which prompts almoſt every Man to avoid Singularity on 
other Occaſions. | | 

Whatever be the Reaſon, it may be every Day obſer- 
ved, that the great Pleaſure of the Vicious is to vitiate 
others; nor is it poſſible to ſquander an Hour in the E.. 
ſemblies of Debauchees of any Rank, without obſerving 
with what Importunity Innocence is attacked, and how 
many Arts of Sophiſtry and Ridicule are uſed to weaken 
the Influence of Virtue, and ſuppreſs the Struggles of Con- 
ſcience. 

The fatal Art by which Virtue is moſt commonly over- 
borne is the frequent Repetition of Temptations, which, 
though often rejected, will at ſome unhappy Moment gene- 
rally prevail, and therefore ought to be removed; but which 
this Bill is intended to place always in Sight. 

* To what Purpoſe will it be, my Lords, to deprive 
nine hardened Profligates of a tenth Part of the Liquor 
which they now drink, which is the utmoſt that this 
Duty will effect, if they have an Opportunity of corrup- 
ting one by their Solicitation and Example ? The Difference 
between nine and ten Acts of Debauchery is of very ſmall 
Importance to Mankind, or even to the Perſons who are 
thus reſtrained, ſince their Forbearance of the utmoſt - 

| & a TH » Celles 
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400480 | 
ceſſes is only the Effect of their Poverty, not of their Vir- An. 16. Geo. IT, 


tue. | „ 

How far is ſuch Reſtraint from being equivalent to the 
Corruption of one Mind, yet pure and undebauched ! to the 
Seduction of one Heart from Virtue, and a new Addition 
to the Intereſt and Prevalence of Wickedneſs ? If it be ne- 
ceſſary, that the Supplies ſhould be raiſed for the Govern- 
ment by the Uſe of this pernicious Liquor, it is defirable, 
that it ſhould be confined to few ; and that it ſhould rather 
be ſwallowed in large Quaatities by hopeleſs Drunkards, 
than offered every where to the Taſte of Innocence and 
Youth in licenc'd Houſes of Wickedneſs. | | 

The Conſumption will, for a Time, be the ſame in 
both Caſes, but with this important Difference, that Wick- 
edneſs would only be continued, not promoted; and as the 


Poiſon would rid the Land by Degrees of the preſent Race 


of Profligates, it might be hoped chat our Poſterity would 
be uninfefted. it | ; 

But under the preſent Scheme of Regulations, my 
Lords, Vice will be propagated under the Countenance of 


the Legiſlature ; and that Kind of Wickedneſs by which the 
Nation is fo infatuated, that it has encreaſed yearly in Op- 


poſition to a penal Law, will now not only be ſuffered, but 
encouraged, and enjoy not Impunity only, but Protection. 

* 'Thus, if we paſs the Bill, we ſhall not be able to 
boaſt the Merit even of leaving the Nation in its preſent 
State; we ſhall take away the preſent Reſtraints of Vice 
without ſubſtituting any in their Place; we ſhall perhaps 
deprive a few harden'd Drunkards of a ſmall Part of the 
Liquor which they now ſwallow, but ſhall open, according 
to the Expectation of the noble Lord, fifty thouſand Houſes 
of licenc'd Debauchery for the Ruin of Millions yet un- 
tainted. | 

* To leave the Nation in its preſent State, which is allow- 
ed on all Hands to be a State of Corruption, ſeems to be 
the utmoſt Ambition of one of the noble Lords who have 
pleaded with - the greateſt Warmth for this Bill ; for he 
concluded, with an Air of Triumph, by asking, how we 
can be cenſur'd for only ſuffering the Nation t continue in 
its former State ? | 40 = 

* We may be, in my Opinion, my Lords, cenſur'd as 


Traitors to our Truſt, and Enemies to our Country, if we 


permit any Vice to prevail, when it is in our Power to 
ſuppreſs it. We may, with Juſtice, be curſed by Poſterity 
as the Abettors of that Debauchery by which Poverty and 
Diſeaſe ſhall be entailed upon them, contemned in the pre- 
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Earl of Bath. 


regulate, and inſulted by that Populace whom we dare not 


oppoſe. | 


Had none of our predeceſſors endeavoured den 


tion of the People, had they contented themſelves always | 


to leave the Nation as they found it, there had been long 
ago an End of all the Order and Security: of Society; for 
the natural Depravity of human Nature has always a Ten- 
dency from leſs to greater Evil, ard the ſame Canſes which 
had made us thus wicked, will, if not obviated, make us 
worſe. | | V 
Since the noble Lord thinks it not neceſſary to attempt 
the Reformation of the People, he might have ſpared the 
elaborate Calculation, by which he has proved, that a large 
Sum will be gained by the Government, though one third 
Part of the Conſumption be prevented; for it is of very 
little Importance to diſcuſs the Conſequences of an;Event 
which will never happen. He ſhould firſt have proved, that 
a third Part of the Conſumption will in Reality be preven- 
ted, and then he mightvery properly have comforted. the 
Miniſtry, with ſhewing how much they would gain from the 
Reſidue. 8 „ 
That this Bill, as it now ffands, will produce a large 
Revenue to the Government, but no Reformation in the 
People, is aſſerted by thoſe that oppoſe, and undoubtedly be- 
lieved by thoſe that defend it; but as this is not the Pur- 
poſe which I am moſt deſirous of promoting, I cannot bat 
think it my Duty to agree to the Propoſal of the noble Lord, 
that by poſtponing the Conſideration of the Bill, more exact 
Information may be obtained by us, and the Commons may 
be alarmed at the Danger into which the Nation has been 
brought by their Precipitation.“ =o] 1 


The Earl of Bath then roſe again and ſpoke to the fol- 
lowing Effect: | _—_ 4 | 
| My Lords, 7 SI > 
© As the Rev. Prelate who has juſt ſpoken appears'to have 
miſapprehended ſome of my Aſſertions, I think it neceſſary 
to riſe again, that I may explain with ſufficient Clearnels 
what, perhaps, I before expreſſed obſcurely, amidſt the 
Number of different Conſiderations that crouded my Ima- 


gigation. 


With Regard to the Diminution that might be expected 
from this Law, I did not abſolutely aſſert, at leaſt, I did 
not intend to aſſert, that a third Part would be taken off; 
but only advanced that Suppaſition as the Baſis of a — 
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to doubt, that the Conte umption might ny be diminiſhed, 2 — 


lation, hy which I might prove what many Lords appeared As. 16. Ces. II. 


and yet the Revenue encreaſed. 

Upon this Suppoſfition, which moſt be allowed to be 
reaſonable, both the Purpoſes of the Bill will be anſwered, 
and the publick Supplies will be raiſed by the Ms 29g 


of Vice. 


« The Diminution of the Conſumption may be greater 
or leſs than I have ſappoſed. If it be greater, the Revenue 
will be, indeed, leſs augmented, but the Purpoſes which, in 
the Opinion of the noble Lords who oppoſe the Bill, are 
more to be regarded, will be better promoted ; and all their 
Arguments againſt -it will be, at leaſt, defeated : Nor will . 


the Miniſtry, I hope, regret the Failure of a Tax which * 


deficient only by the 80 
If the Diminution 


ty of the Nation. 
s than I have ſuppoſed, yet, if 


there be any Dimination: it cannot be ſaid, that the Bill 


has been wholly without Effect, or that the Miniſtry have 
not proceeded, either with more Judgment or better For- 
tune than their Predeceſſors, or that they have not, at leaſt, 
taken Advantage of the Errors that have been committed. 
It muſt be owned, that they have either reformed the Na- 
tion, or, at leaſt, pointed out the Way by which the Re- 
ſormation that has been ſo long deſired, may be effected. 

* That this Tax will in ſome Degree hinder Drunken- 


neſs, it is reaſonable to expect, becauſe it can only be hin- 


dered by taxing the Liquors which are uſed in Exceſs ; but 
there yet remain, concerning the Weight of the Tax that 
ought to be laid upon them, Doubts which nothing but 
Experience can, I believe, remove. 


By Experience, my Lords, we have been already taught, 


that Taxes may be ſo heavy as to be without Effect, that 


Reſtraint may be ſo violent as to produce Impatience ; and 


therefore it is proper in the next Eſſay to proceed by ſlow 
Degrees, and gentle Methods, and produce that Effect im- 
— which we find ourſelves unable to accompliſh at 


a ©] cannot, therefore, think, that the Daty of three Shil- 
lings a Gallon can be impoſed without defeating our own' 


Delign, and compelling the People to find out ſome Method 


of cluding the Law like that which was practiſed aſter the 
Act, by which in the ſecond Year of his preſent Majeſty, 
hve Shillings were impoſed-upon every Gallon of Co 
Waters; after which it is well known, that the Diſtillere 


fold a Simple Spirit under the contemptuous Title _ Pari. 
Uu z mene 
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An. 16. Geo. II. ment "WIA and the Law being univerſally evaded, Way 


ſoon after repealed as uſeleſs. 
© Such, my Lords, or worſe, will be the Conſequence of 
the Tax which the noble Lord has propoſed ; for if it can. 
not be evaded, Spirits will be brought from Nations that 
have been nitec than to burthen their own Commodities 
with ſuch inſupportable Impoſt, and the Kingdom will ſoon 
be impoveriſhed by the PD of its e 


The Lord Hervey anſwered in Subſtance as follows. 
My Lords, | 
I am very far from thinking the Arguments of the 
noble Lord ſuch as can influence Men deſirous to promote 
the real and durable Happineſs of their Country; for he 
is ſolicitous only about the Proſperity of the Britiſb Manu- 
factures, and the Preſervation of the Britiſb Trade, but has 
ſhown very little Regard to Britiſb Virtue. 
* 'That Part of his Argument is therefore not neceſſary 


to be anſwered, if the Suggeſtion upon which it is founded 


were true, ſince it will be ſufficient to compare the Advan- 
tage of the two Schemes. And with Regard to his Inſinu- 
ation, that Par/iament Brandy may be revived by a high 
Duty, I believe, firſt, that no ſuch Evaſion can be contrived ; 
and in the next Place am confident, that it may be defeated 
by burthening the new invented Liquor, whatever it be, 
it it be equally pernicious, with an equal Tax. The Path 
of our Duty, my Lords, is plain and eaſy, and only repre- 
ſented difficult by thoſe who are inclined to deviate from it. 


The Lord Bathurſt ſpoke next to the Effect following. 
My Lords, 

Whatever Meaſures my be practiſed by the People for 
eluding the Purpoſes of the Bill now before us, with what- 
ever Induſtry they may invent new Kinds of Parliament 
Brandy, or by whatever Artifices they may eſcape the Dili- 
gence of the Officers employed to collect a Duty levied upon 
their Vices and their Pleaſures, there is, at leaſt, no Dan- 
ger, that they will purchaſe from the Continent thoſe Li- 
quors which we are endeavouring to withhold from them, 
or that this Bill will impoveriſh our Country by promoting 
a Trade contrary to its Intereſt. 

* What would be the Conſequence of the Duty of three 
Shillings a Gallon propoſed by the noble Lord it is eaſy to 
judge. What, my Lords, can be expected from it, but 
that it will either oblige or encourage the Venders of Spi- 
rits to procure from other Places what they can no longer 


IT 
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buy for reaſonable Prices at home ? And that thoſe Drunk- An. 16. Geo. II. 


ards who cannot or will not ſuddenly change their Cuſtoms, 
will purchaſe from abroad the Pleaſures which we withhold 
from them, and the Wealth of the Nation be daily dimini- 
ſhed, but the Virtue little encreaſed ? 

Thus, my Lords, ſhall we at once deſtroy our own Ma- 
rufacture, and promote that of our Neig:bours. Thus ſhall 
we enrich other Governments by diſtreſſing our own, and, 
inſtead of excreaſing Sobriety, only encourage a, more ExPen- 
five and pernicious Kind of Debauchery. | 

In the Bill now under our Conſideration, a middle Way 

is propoſed, by which Reformation may be introduced by 
thoſe Gradations which have always been found neceſſary 
when inveterate Vices are to be encountered. In this Bill 
every neceſſary Conſideration appears to have been regarded; 
the Health of the People will be preſerved, and their Vir- 
tue recovered, without deſtroying their Trade or ſtarving 
tneir Manufactures, | 
The Efficacy of this Bill ſeems, indeed, to be allowed 
by ſome of the Lords who oppoſe it ; fince their chief Ob- 
jection has ariſen from their Doubts, whether it can be exe- 
cuted. If a Law be uſeleſs in itſelf it is of no Importance, 
whether it is executed or not; and, therefore, I think it 
may ſafely be inferred, that they who are ſolicitous how it 
may be inforced, are convinced of its Uſefulneſs. 

If this, my Lords, be the chief Objection now remain- 
ing, a little Conſideration will eaſily remove it ; for it is 
well known, that the only Obſtruction of the former Law 
was the Danger of Information ; but this Law, my Lords, 
ie ſo contrived, that it will promote the Execution of itſelf, 
for by ſetting Licences at ſo low a Price, their Number will 
be multiplied, and every Man who has taken a Licence will 
think himſelf juſtified in informing againſt him that ſhall 
retail Spirits without a legal Permit. 

* If, therefore, there ſhould be, as a noble Lord has very 
reaſonably ſuppoſed, Fifty Thouſand licenſed Venders of 
theſe Liquors, there will. likewiſe be Fifty Thouſand Infor- 
mers againſt unlawful Traders, and as the Liquors may then 
always be had under Sanction of the Law, the Populace will 


dot intereſt themſelves in that Proceſs which can have no 


Tendency to obſtruct their Pleaſure. 


Thus, my Lords, ſhall we by agreeing to this Bill, 


make a Law that will be at once uſeſul to the Government, 
ard beneficial to the People, which will be at once powerful 
in its Effects, and eaſy in its Execution; and therefore, in- 


lead of attending any more to the wild and impracticable 


Schemes 
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An, 16. Geo. II. Schemes of heavy Taxes, rigorous Puniſhments, ſudden Re. 
1742 formations, and violent Reſtraints, I hope we ſhall unani. 
mouſly approve this Method, from which ſo much may be 
hoped, while nothing is hazarded. | T0 


of Cheſter- The Earl of Cheferfield then roſe up, and fpoke in Sub- 
field, | ſt foll . 
tance as follows : ; 
My Lords, 

„Though the noble Lord who has been pleaſed to excite 
us to an unanimous Concurrence with himſelf and his Aſſo. 
ciates of the Miniſtry, in paſling this excellent and wonder. 
working Bill; this Bill which is to leſſen the Conſumption 
of Spirits, without leſſening the 8 which is diſtilled; 
which is to reſtrain Drunkards from drinking by ſetting 

- their favourite Liquor always before their Eyes ; to conquer 
Habits by continuing them; and correct Vice by indulging 
it, according to the loweſt REN, for at leaſt another 
Year ; ſtill, my Lords, ſuch is my Obſtinacy, or ſuch my 
Ignorance, that I cannot yet comply with his Propoſal, nor 
can prevail with myſelf either to concur with Meaſures fo | 
apparently oppoſite to the Intereſt of the Publick, or to hear 

— vindicated, without declaring how little J approve 

them. 0 

During the Courſe of this long Debate, J have endea- 

voured to recapitulate and digeſt the Arguments which 
have been advanced, and have conſidered them both ſepa- 
rately and conjointly, but find myſelf at the ſame Diſtance 
from Conviction as when I firſt entered the Houſe. 

© In Vindication of this Bill, my Lords, we have been 
told, that the preſent Law is ineffeQtua) ; that our Manu- 
facture is not to be deſtroyed ; or not this Year ; that the 
Security offered by the preſent Bill has induced great Num- 
bers to ſubſcribe to the new Fund ; that it has been appro- 
ved by the Commons; and that, if it be found ineffectual, 
it may be amended another Seſſion. : 

All theſe Arguments, my Lords, I ſhall. endeavour to 
examine, becauſe I am always defirous of gratifying thoſe 
great Men to whom the Adminiſtration of Affairs is intruſt- 
ed, and have always very cantiouſly avoided the Odium of 
Piſaffection which they will undoubtedly throw, in Imita- 
tion of their Predeceſſors, upon all thoſe whoſe wayward 
Conſciences ſhall oblige them to hinder the Execution of 

their Schemes. . 

With a very ſtrong Deſire, therefore, though with 
great Hopes of finding them in the Right, I venture to be- 

VB gin my Enquiry, and engage in the Examination of their 


firſt 
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firſt Aſſertion, that the preſent Law againſt the Abuſe of An. 16. Geo. II. 


frong Liquors is without Effect. Fs 
I hope, my Lords, it portends well to my Enquiry, 


that the firſt Poſition which I have to examine is true, nor 


can J forbear to congratulate your Lordſhips upon having 
heard from the new Miniſtry one Aſſertion not to be con- 
tradited. Cs 

It is evident, my Lords, from daily Obſervation, and 
demonſtrable from the Papers upon the Table, that every 
Year, ſince the enacting of the laft Law, that Vice has en- 
creaſed which it was intended to repreſs ; and that no Time 
has been ſo favourable to the Retailers of Spirits as chat 
which has paſſed ſince they were prohibited. 

« It may therefore be expefted, my Lords, that having 
agreed with the Miniſters in their fundamental Propoſition, 
I ſhall concur with them in the Conſequence which they 
draw from it ; and having allowed, that the preſent Law 
is ĩneffectual, ſhould admit that another is neceſſary. 

But, my Lords, in order to diſcover whether this Con- 
ſequence be neceſſary, it muſt firſt be enquired why the pre- 
ſent Law is of no Force? For, my 2 it will be found, 
upon Reflection, that there are certain Degrees of Corrup- 
tion that may hinder the Effects of the beſt Laws. The 


Magiſtrates may be vicious and forbear to enforce that Law, 


by which themſelves are condemned; they may be indolent, 
and inclined rather to connive at Wickedneſs by which they 
are not injured-themſelves, than to repreſs it by a laborious 


Exertion of their Authority; or they may be timorous, and, 


inſtead of awing the Vicious, may be awed by them. 

In any of theſe Cafes, my Lords, the Law is not to be 
condemned for its Inefficacy, fince it only fails by the De- 
ſect of thoſe who are to direct its Operations. The beſt 


| and moſt important Laws will contribute very little to the 


Security or Happineſs of a People, if no Judges of Integrity 


and Spirit can be found amongſt them. Even the moſt be- 


neficial and uſeful Bill that Miniſters can poſſibly imagine; 
2 Bill for laying on our Eſtates a Tax of the fifth Part of 
their yearly Value, would be wholly, without Effect, if Col- 
lectors could be not obtained. EE, | 

I am therefore, my Lords, yet doubtful, whether the 
Inefficacy of the Law now ſubſiſting, neceſſarily obliges us 


to provide another; for thoſe that declared it to be uſeleſs, 


owned at the ſame Time, that no Man endeavoured to en- 


force it; ſo that perhaps its only Defe&t may be, that it 


will not execute itſelf. 


Nor though I ſhould allow, that the Law is at preſept 


impeded 
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An. 16. Geo. II. impeded by Difficulties which cannot be broken through, 


but by Men of more Spirit and Dignity than the Miniſters 


may be inclined ro truſt with Commiſſions of the Peace, yet 
it can only be collected, that another Law is neceſſary, not 
that the Law now propoſed will be of any Advantage. 
Great Uſe has been made of the Inefficacy of the pre. 
ſent Law, to decry the Propoſal made by the noble Lord, 
for laying a high Duty upon theſe pernicious Liquors. High 
Duties have already, as we are informed, been tried without 
Advantage ; high Duties are at this Hour impoſed upon 
thoſe Spirits which are retailed, yet we ſee them every Day 
ſold in the Streets without the Payment of the Tax re- 
quired ; and therefore it will be Folly to make a ſecond 
Eflay of Means which have been found by the Experience 
of many Years unſucceſsful. 
It has been granted on all Sides in this Debate, nor was 
it ever denied on any other Occaſion, that the Conſumption 
of any Commedity is moſt eaſily to be hindered by raiſing 
its Price; and its Price is to be raiſed by the Impoſition of 
a Duty: This, my Lords, which is, I ſuppoſe, the Opi- 
nion of every Man, of whatever Degree of Experience or 
Underſtanding, appears likewiſe to have been thought of 
by the Authors of the preſent Law ; and therefore they 
imagined, that they had effectually provided againſt the En- 
creaſe of Drunkenneſs, by laying upon that Liquor which 
ſhould be retailed in ſmall Quantities, a Duty which none 
of the inferior Claſſes of Drunkards would be able to pay. 
* Thus, my Lords, they conceived, that they had re- 
formed the common People without infringing the Pleaſures 
of others; and applauded the happy Contrivance by which 
Spirits were to be made dear only to the Poor, while every 
Man who could afford to purchaſe two Gallons was at Li- 
berty to riot at his Eaſe, and over a full flowing Bumper 
look down with Contempt upon his former Companions, 
now ruthleſsly condemned to diſconſolate Sobriety. 
But, my Lords, this Intention was fruſtrated, and the 


Project, ingenious as it was, fell to the Ground; for tho 


they had laid a Tax, they unhappily forgot, that this Tax 
would make no Addition to the Price, unleſs it was paid, 
and that it would not be paid, unleſs ſome were impowered 
to collect it. 

Here, my Lords, was the Difficulty ; thoſe who made 
the Law were inclined to lay a Tax from which themſelves 
ſhould be exempt ; and therefore would not charge the Li- 
quor as it iſſued from the Still; and when once 1c was diſ- 


perſed in the Hands of petty Dealers, it was no W 
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be found without the Aſſiſtance of Informers; and Informers An. 16. Geo. II. 


could not carry on the Buſineſs of Proſecution, without the 


Conſent of the People. | 
It is not neceſſary to dwell any longer upon the Law, 
the Repeal of which is propoſed ; ſince it appears already, 


that it failed only from a Partiality not eaſily defended, and 


from the Omiſſion of what is now propoſed, the Collecting 
of the Duty from the Still-Head. | | 


If this Method be followed, there will be no longer 
any need of Informations, or of any rigorous or new Mea- 


ſures ; the ſame Officers that colle& a ſmaller Duty may levy 
a greater; nor can they be eaſily deceived with Regard to 
the Quantities that are made; the Deceits, at leaſt that 
can be uſed, are in Uſe already ; they are frequently de- 


tected and ſuppreſſed, nor will a larger Duty enable the Di- 


ſtillers to elude the Vigilance of the Officers with more 
Succeſs. | | ES. 

* Againſt this Propoſal, therefore, the Inefficacy of the 
preſent Law can be no Objection; but it is urged, that ſuch 
Duties would deſtroy the Trade of diſtilling, and a noble 
Lord has been pleaſed to expreſs great Tenderneſs for a 
Manufacture ſo beneficial and extenſive. 

That a large Duty levied at the Still would deſtroy or 
very much impair the Trade of diſtilling, is certainly ſup- 
poſed by thoſe who defend it, for they propoſed it only for 
that End; and what better Method can they propoſe, when 
they are called to deliberate upon a Bill for the Prevention 
of the exceſſive uſe of diſtill'd Liquors ? | 1 

The noble Lord has been pleaſed kindly to inform us, 
that the Trade of diſtilling is very extenſive, that it em- 
ploys great Numbers, and that they have arrived at exqui- 
ite Skill, and therefore — note well the Conſequence - the 
Trade of diſtilling is not to be diſcouraged. 

Once more, my Lords, allow me to wonder at the dif- 
ſerent Conceptions of different Underſtandings. It appears 


to me, that ſince the Spirits which the Diſtillers produce 


are allowed to enfeeble the Limbs, and vitiate the Blood, 
to pervert the Heart, and obſcure the Inteilects, that the 
Number of Diſtillers ſhould be no Argument in their Fa- 
vour ! for I never heard that a Law againſt Theft was re- 
pealed or delayed, becauſe Thieves'were numerous. It ap- 
pears to me, my Lords, that if ſo formidable a Body are 
confederated againk the Virtue or the Lives of their Fellow- 
Citizens, it is Time to put an End to the Havock, and to 
Interpoſe, while it is yet in our Power to ſtop the De- 
ſtruction. 8 | 

* As 
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As little, my Lords, am I affected with the Merit of 


the wonderful Skill which the Diſtillers are ſaid to have 


attained, that it is, in my Opinion, no Faculty of great Uſe 
to Mankind, to prepare palatable Poiſon ; nor ſhall. I ever 
contribute my Intereſt for the Reprieve of a Murderer, he. 


| Cauſe he has, by long Practice, obtained great Dexterity in 


his Trade, 46.54% 
© Tf their Liquors are fo delicious, that the People an 


tempted: to their own. Deſtruction, let us at length, ny 


Lords, ſecure them from theſe fatal Draughts, by burſting 
the Vials that contain them; let us cruſh at once thele 
Artiſts in Slaughter, who have reconciled their Countrymen 
to Sickneſs and to Ruin, and ſpread over the Pitfals of De. 
bauchery ſuch Baits as cannot be reſiſted, 2 

- © The noble Lord has, indeed, admitted, that this Bill 
may not be found ſufficiently coercive, but gives us Hope, 
that it may be improved and enforced another Year, and 
perſuades us to endeavour a Reformation of Drunkenneſs by 
Degrees, and above all, to beware at preſent of hurting the 
Manufa#ure. | 45% 

I am very far, my Lords, from thinking, that there 
are this Year any peculiar Reaſons for tolerating Murder; 
nor can I conceive, why the Manufacture ſhould be held 
ſacred now, if it be to be deſtroyed hereafter ; we are, ir- 
deed, defired to try how far this Law will operate, that 
we may be more able to proceed with due Regard to thi 
valuable Manufacture. | 

© With Regerd to the Operation. of the Law, it appean 
to me, that it will only enrich the Government without re- 
forming the People, and I believe there are not many of 2 
different Opinion ; if any Diminution of the Sale of Spirits 
be expected from it, it is to be conſidered, that this Dim 
nution, will, or will not be ſuch as is deſired for the Re- 
formation of the People; if it be ſufficient,, the Manufac- 
ture is at an End, and all the Reaſons againſt a higher Duty 
are of equal Force againſt this; but it it is not ſufficient, 
we have, at leaſt, omitted Part of our Duty, and have ne- 


glected the Health and Virtue of the People. 


I cannot, my Lords, yet diſcover, why a Reprieve b 


deſired for this Manufacture; why the preſent Year is not 
equally propitious to the Reformation of Mankind, as any 
will be that may ſucceed it. It is true we are at War with 
two Nations, and, perhaps, with more ; but War may be 
better proſecuted without Money than without Men, and 
we but little conſult the Military Glory of our Country, 
if we raiſe Supplies for paying our Armies, by .the De. 


ſtruction 
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iruſtion of thoſe Armies that we are contriving to pay. An. 16. Geo, II. 
We have heard the Neceſſity of reforming the Nation 774% 
by Degrees urged as an Argument for impoſing firſt a lighter | 
Duty, and afterwards a heavier; this Complaiſance for | 
Wickedneſs, my Lords, is not ſo defetifible as that it ſhonakd 
be battered by Arguments in Form, and, therefore, 1 ſhall i . 
aal relate a Reply made by Webb, the noted Walker, upon | 0 
an parallel Occaſion. © . PERL 3; ee: | 
"ml © This Man, who muſt be remembred by many of your 
ling WM Lord ſhips, was remarkable _—y both of Mind and 
theſe Bi Body, and lived wholly upon Water for his Drink, and 
men Wi chiefly upon Vegetables for his other Suſtenance ; he was 
De. one Day recommending his Negimen to one of his Friends 
who loved Wine, and who. perhaps, might ſomewhat con- 
\ Bill BY tribute to the Proſperity of this Spirituous Manufacture, and 
pes, BY urged him, with great Earneftnefs, to quit a Courſe of Luxu- 
and WY ry, by which his Health and his Intelle&ts would equally be 
s by Wi iftroyed. The Gentleman appeared convinced, and told 
x the BY bim, That he would conform to his Council, and thought 
| ' he could not change his Courſe of Life at once, but would 
there leave off ſtrong Liquors by Degrees.” By Degrees, fays the 
der; WW other, with Indignation, * If you ſhouid unhappily fall into 
held e the Fire, would you caution your Servants not to pull you 
i. oot but by Degrees? 
chat This Anſwer, my Lords, is applicable to the preſent 
thi Bi Caſe ; the Nation is ſunk into the Joweſt State of Corrup- 
tion ; the People are not only vicious but inſolent beyond 
pears WY Example; they not only break the Laws but defy them, 
a re- . yet, ſome of your Lordſhips are for reforming them by 
0 rees. Bak | : 
pirits 1 am not eaſily perſuaded, my Lords, that our Mini- 
Jimi I ters really intend to ſupply the Defects that may hereafter 
Re. be diſcovered in this Bill; it will doubtleſs produce Money, 
ufac · perhaps much more than they appear to expect from it;; 
Duty L doubt not but the licenſed Retailers will be more than 
ient, ft) Thouſand, and the Quantity retailed muſt encreaſe with 
3 ne- e Number of Retailers. As the Bill will, therefore, an- 
ber all the Ends intended by it, I do not expect to ſee it 
ve 5 altered; for I have never obſerved Miniſters defirous of a- 
not WWnending their own Errors, unleſs they are ſuch as have 
any {cauſed a Deficiency in the Revenue. 4 


* 


with geſides, my Lords, it is not certain, that when this 

be Fond is mortgaged to the publick Creditors, they can pre- 

and il upon the Commons to change the Security ; they may | 
_ continue the Bill in force for the Reaſons, whatever they : 


a, for which they have paſſed it; and the good Inten- 
| | tions 
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An. x6. Geo. II. tions of our Miniſters, however ſincere, may be defeated ; 


and Drunkenneſs, legal Drunkenneſs eſtabliſhed in the Na. 
tion. ; EO | K 

This, my Lords, is very reaſonable ; and therefore we 
ought to exert ourſelves for the Safety of the Nation, while 
the Power is yet in our own Hands ; and without Regard to 
the Opinion or Proceedings of the other Houſe, ſhew that 
we are yet the chief Guardians of the People. 

The ready Compliance of the Commons, with the Mea. 
ſures propoſed in this Bill, has been mentioned here with a 


View, I ſuppoſe, of influencing us; but ſurely by thoſe who 


had forgotten our Independence, or reſigned their own. It 
is not only the Right, but the Duty of either Houſe to deli- 
berate, without Regard to the Determinations of the other; 


for how would the Nation receive any Benefit from the di- 


ſtin& Powers that compoſe the Legiſlature, unleſs their De- 
terminations are without Influence upon each other ? If ei. 
ther the Example or Authority of the Commons can divert 
us from following our own Convictions, we are no longer 
Part of the Legiſlature ; we have given up our Honours: and 
our Privileges ; and what then is our Concurrence but Sla- 


very, or our Suffrage but an Echo ? 


The only Argument, therefore, that now remains, is 
the Expediency of gratifying thoſe by whoſe ready Subſcrip- 
tion the Exigencies our new Stateſmen have brought upon 
us have been ſupported, and of continuing the Security by 
which they have been encouraged to ſuch liberal Contri- 
butions. 

* Publick Credit, my Lords, is indeed of very great Im- 
portance, but publick Credit can never be long ſupported 
without publick Virtue ; nor, indeed, if the Government 
could mortgage the Morals and Health of the People, would 
it be juſt or rational to confirm the Bargain ? If the Miniſtry 
can raiſe Money only by the Deſtruction of their Fellow- 


Subjects, they ought to abandon thoſe Schemes for which 


the Money is neceſſary; for what Calamity can be equal to 
unbounded Wickedneſs? | 
But, my Lords, there is no Neceſſity for a Choice which 
may coſt us or our Miniſters ſo much Regret ; for the ſame 
Subſcriptions may be procured by an Offer of the ſame Ad- 
vantages to a Fund of any other Kind ; and the Sinking- 
Fund will eaſily ſupply any Deficiency that might be ſu- 
ſpeed in another Scheme. | : 
Jo confeſs the Truth, I ſhould feel very little Pain 
from an Account that the Nation was for ſome Time de- 
termined to be leſs liberal of their Contributions, and that 


Money 
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it was to be employed; to what Princes Subſidies were to be 
paid, and what Advantages were to be purchaſed by it for 
our Country. I ſhould rejoice, wy Lords, to hear, that the 
Lottery, by which the Deficiencies of this Duty are to be 
ſupplied, was not filled ; and that the People were grown, 
at. laſt, wiſe enough to diſcern the Fraud, and to prefer ho- 
neſt Commerce, by which all may be Gainers, to a Game 
by which the greateſt Number muſt certainly be Loſers. 


* The Lotteries, my Lords, which former Miniſters have 
propoſed, have always been cenſured by thoſe that ſaw their 


Nature and their Tendency; they have been conſidered as 
legal Cheats, by which the Ignorant and the Raſh are de- 
ſrauded, and the Subtle and Avaricious often enriched ; they 
have been allowed to divert the People from Trade, and 
to alienate them from uſeful Induſtry. A Man who is un- 
eaſy in his Circumſtances, and idle in his Diſpoſition, collects 
the Remains of his Fortune, and buys Tickets in a Lottery; 
retires from Buſineſs, indulges himſelf in Lazineſs, and waits, 
in ſome obſcure Place, the Event of his Adventure. Ano- 
ther, inſtead of employing his Stock in Trade, rents a Gar- 
ret, and makes it his Buſineſs, by falſe Intelligence, and 


chimerical Alarms, to raiſe and fink the Price of Tickets al- 


iernately, and takes Advantage of the Lies which he has 
himſelf invented. 

Such, my Lords, is the Traffick that is produced by 
this Scheme of getting Money ; nor were theſe Inconveni- 
ences unknown to the preſent Miniſters in the Time of their 
Predeceſſors, whom they never failed to purſue with the 
loudeſt Clamours, whenever the Exigencies of the Govern- 
ment reduced them to a Lottery. 

If I, my Lords, might preſume to recommend to our 
Miniſters the moſt probable Method of raiſing a large 
dum for the Payment of the Troops of the Electorate, I 


ſhould, inſtead of the Tax and Lottery now propoſed, ad- 


viſe them to eſtabliſh a certain Number of licenſed Wheel- 


barrows, on which the laudable Trade of Thimble and But-. 


ton might be carried on. for the Support of the War, and 
dhoe- Boys might contribute to the Defence of the Houſe of 

Auſtria by raffling for Apples. g | 
* Having now, my Lords, examined, with the utmoſt 
Candour, all the Reaſons which have been offered in De- 
fence of the Bill, I cannot conceal the Reſult of my En- 
quiry. The Arguments have had ſo little Effect upon my 
Underſtanding, that as every Man judges of others by him- 
ſelf, I cannot believe that they have any Influence, even 
| | | upon 
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that this Bill muſt be the Reſult of Conſiderations which 
have been hitherto concealed, and is intended to promote 
Deſigns which are never to be diſcovered by the Author, 
before: their Execution. 
With Regard to theſe Motives and Deſigns, however 
artfully concealed, every Lord in this Houſe is yet at Li- 
berty to offer his Conjectures. 

When I conſider, my Lords, the Tendency of this Bill, 
J find it calculated only for the Propagation of Diſeaſes, 
the Suppreſſion of Induſtry, and the Deſtruction of Man- 
kind. I find it the moſt fatal Engine that ever was pointed 
at a People; an Engine by which thoſe who are not killed 
will be diſabled, and thoſe who preſerve their Limbs will 


be deprived of their Senſes; 


© This Bill therefore appears to be deſigned only to thin 
the Ranks of Mankind, and to diſburthen the World of 
the Multitudes that inhabit it, and is perhaps the; ſtrongeſt 
Proof of political Sagacity that our new Miniſters have yet 
exhibited. They well know, my Lords, that they are uni- 
verſally deteſted, and that wherever a Briton is deſtroyed, 
they are freed from an Enemy 3 they have therefore opened 
the Flood gates of Gin upon the Nation, that when it is {kf 
numerous, it may be more eaſily governed. | 
© Other Miniſters, my Lords, who had not attained to ſo 
great a Knowledge in the Art of making War upon their 
Country, when they found their Enemies clamorous and 
bold, uſed to awe them with Proſecutions and Penalties, ot 
deſtroy them like Burglars with Priſons and with Gibbets, 
But every Age, my Lords, produces ſome Improvement; 
and every Nation, however degenerate, gives Birth at ſome 
happy Period of Time to Men of great and interpriſing 
Genius. It is our Fortune to be Witneſſes of a new Diſco- 
very in Politics; we may congratulate ourſelves upon being 
Contemporaries with thoſe Men, who have ſhewn that 
Hangmen and Halters are unneceſſary in a State; and that 
Miniſters may eſcape the Reproach of deſtroying their £Ene- 
mies, by inciting them to deſtroy themſelves. | 
* This new Method may, indeed, have upon different 


Conſtitutions a different Operation ; it may deſtroy the Lives 


of ſome, and the Senſes of others; but either of theſe Ef- 
fects will anſwer the Purpoſes of the Miniſtry, to whom it 
is indifferent, provided the Nation becomes inſenſible, whe- 
ther Peſtilence or Lunacy prevails among them. Either mad 
or dead, the greateſt Part of the People muſt quickly be, of 


there is no Hope of the Continuance of the preſent _—_ 
= « For 
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o Number of Shops, at which Poyſon may be vended ; Poy- | 
ba ſon ſo prepared as to pleaſe the Palate, while it waſtes the 
Strength, and kills only by Intoxication. From the firſt 
„ Inſtant that any of the Enemies of the Miniſtry ſhall grow 
a clamorous and turbulent, a crafty Hireling may lead him 
to the Minſterial Slaughter-houſe, and ply him with their 
wonder-working Liquor, till he is no longer able to ſpeak 
or think; and, my Lords, no Man can be more agreeable 
to our Miniſters than he that can neither ſpeak nor think, 
except thoſe who ſpeak without thinking. 5 
But, my Lords, the Miniſters ought to reflect, that tho? 
all the People of the preſent Age are their Enemies, yet 
they have made no Trial of the Temper and Inclinations 
of Poſterity ; our Sueceſſors may be of Opinions very diffe- 
rent from ours ; they may, perhaps, approve of Wars on 
the Continent, while our Plantations are inſulted and our 
Trade obſtructed; they may think the Support of the Houſe 
of Auſtria of more Importance to us than our own Defence 3 
and may perhaps ſo far differ from their Fathers, as to ima- 
vine the Treaſures of Britain very properly employed in 
ſupporting the Troops, and encreafing the Splendor of a 
foreign Electorate. e 
Whatever, my Lords, be the true Reaſons for which 
this Bill is ſo warmly promoted, I think, they ought, at 
leaſt, to be deliberately examined ; and therefore cannot 
think it conſiſtent with our. Regard for the Nation to ſuffer 
it to be precipitated into a Law. The Year, my Lords, is 
not ſo far advanced but that Supplies may be raiſed by ſome 
other Method, if this ſhould be rejected; nor do I think, 
that we ought to conſent to this, even though our Refaſal 
ſhould hinder the Supplies, ſince we have no Right, for the 
Sake of any Advantage, however certain or great, to vio- 
late all the Laws of Heaven and Earth, and to fill the Ex- 
chequer with the Price of the Lives of our Fellow Sub- 
jects, = | | | | 
Let us therefore, my Lords, not ſuffer ourſelves to be 
ant diiven forward with ſuch Haſte as may hinder us from ob- 
ag ſerving whither we are going; let us not be perſuaded to 
nf. precipitate our Counſels by thoſe who know, that all De- 
it ys will be detrimental to their Deſigns, becauſe Delays 
be- may produce new Information; and they are conſcious, 
lad that the Bill will be the leſs approved the more it is un- 
of derſtood. | 4 | 
ry. But every Reaſon which they can offer againſt the Moti- 
Fo Vor. VIII. Part 2. X x | on 
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ſhall readily agree to poſtpone the Clauſe, and no leſs readi. 
ly to reject the Bill. | | 

If, at laſt, Reaſon and Evidence are vain, if neither 
Juſtice nor Compaſſion can prevail, but the Nation mult be 
deſtroy'd for the Support of the Government, let us, at 
leaſt, my Lords, confine our Aſſertions, in the Preamble, to 
Truth; let us not affirm that Drunkenneſs is eftabliſh'd by 
the Advice or Conſent of the Lords Spiritual, fince I an 
confident not one of them will ſo far contradict his own Doc- 
trine as to vote for a Bill which gives a Sanction to one Vice, 
and miniſters Opportunities and Temptations to all other; 
and which, if it be nat ſpeedily repealed, will overflow the 
whole Nation with a Deluge of Wickedneſs. 


Then the Earl of 7/ay ſtood up and ſpoke as follows : 
My Lords, | 


© I have attended fora long Time to the noble Lord, not 9 


without ſome Degree of Uneaſineſs, as I think the Manner 
in which he has treated the Queſtion neither conſiſtent with 
the Dignity of this Aſſembly, nor with, thoſe Rules which 
ought to be ever venerable, the great Rules of Reaſon and 
Humanity. Yet being now arriv'd at a Time of Life in 
which the Paſſions grow calm, and Patience eaſily preyails 


over any ſudden Diſguſt, I forbore to diſconcert him, though 


I have known Interruption produc'd by much lighter Pro- 
vocations. 1 1 

It is, my Lords, in my Opinion, a juſt Maxim, that 
our Deliberations can receive very little Aſſiſtance from Mer- 
riment and Ridicule ; and that Truth is ſeldom diſcoyer'd by 
thoſe who are chiefly ſollicitous to ſtart a Jeſt. To convince 
the Underſtanding and to tickle the Fancy, are Purpoſes 
very different, and muſt be promoted by different Means ; 
nor is he always to imagine himſelf ſuperior in Diſpute, who 
is applauded with the loudeſt Laugh. 

To laugh, my Lords, and to endeavour to communicate 
the ſame Mirth to others, when great Affairs are to be conſi- 
der'd, is certainly to neglect the End for which we are aſ⸗ 
ſembled, and the Reaſons for which the Privilege of debat- 
ing was originally granted us. For doubtleſs, my Lords, 
our Honours and our Power were not conferred upon us, 
that we might be merry with the better Grace, or that we 
might meet at certain Times to divert ourſelves with turning 
the great Affairs of the Nation to Ridicule. 

But, my Lords, ſtill leſs defenſible is this Practice, when 


we are contriving the Relief of Miſery, or the enn. 


0 
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the Happineſs, not only of the preſent Age, but of Poſteri. 


1 


ty, muſt depend upon our Reſolutions. He that can divert 


himſelf with the Sight of Miſery has ſurely very little Claim 
to the great Praiſe of Humanity; nor can he be juſtly ex- 
empted from the Cenſure of encreaſing Evils, who waſtes in 
Laughter and Jocularity that Time in "ous! he might re- 
live em. | 

The Bill now before us has been repreſented by thoſe 
that oppoſe it, as big with Deſtruction, and dangerous both 


to the Lives and to the Virtue of the People. We have 


deen told, that it will at once fill the Land with Sickneſs and 
with Villainy, and that it will be at the ſame Time fatal to 
our Trade and to our Power; yet thoſe who are willing to 
be thought fearful of all theſe Evils, and ardently deſirous of 
werting them from their Country, cannot without Laughter 
mention the Bill which they oppoſe, or enumerate the Conſe- - 
quences which they dread from it, in any other Language 
than that of Irony and Burleſque. | | 

« Surely, my Lords, ſuch Conduct gives Reaſon for queſ- 
tioning either their Humanity or their Sincerity ; for if. they 
really fear ſuch dreadful Calamities, how can they be at 
leiſure for Mirth and Gayety ? How can they ſport over the 
Grave of Millions, and indulge their vain Ridicule, when 
the Ruin of their Country is approaching ? |  - 

Of this Bill, notwithſtanding the Acuteneſs with which 
it has been examin'd and cenſur'd, I am not afraid to affirm, 
that it is neither wicked nor abſurd, thar all its Parts are 
conſiſtent, and that the Effects to be expected from it are So- 
briety and Health. I cannot find upon the cloſeſt Examina- 
tion, either that it will defeat its own End, or that the End 
propoſed by it is different from that which is profeſs'd. 

* The Charge of engguraging Vice and tolerating Drun- 
kenneſs, with which Defenders of this Bill have been ſo 
liberally aſpers'd, may be, in my Opinion, mare jultly re- 
torted upon thoſe that oppoſe it ; who though they plead 
for the Continuance of a Law, rigorous indeed, and well in- 
tended, own that it has by the Experience of ſeveral Years 
been found ineſſectual. | | | 

* What, my Lords, can a Drunkard or a Profligate be 
ſuppoſed to wiſh, but that the Law may till remain in its 
preſent State; that he may ſtill be purſued in a Track by 
which he knows how to eſcape, and oppoſed by Reftraints - 
which he is able to break? What can he deſire but that no 
Laws ſhould be made againſt him, bug ſuch as cannot be put 


in Execution ? . : | 
X x 2 | © The 
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rous; nor ought it to be continued, even though no other 
were to be ſubſtituted. It ſeems to ſuppoſe the Uſe of diſtil- 
led Liquors abſolutely unlawful, and therefore impoſed upon 
Licences.a Duty ſo enormous, that only three were taken in 
the whole Kingdom, and the People were therefore oblig'd 
to obtain by illegal Methods, what they could not perſuade 
themſelves wholly to forbear. | 

The Method of detecting Offenders was likewiſe ſuch as 
gave Opportunity for Villainy to triumph over Innocence, 
and for Perjury to grow rich with the Plunder of the Poor. 
Even Charity itſelf might be puniſh'd by it, and he that 
gave a Glaſs of Spirits to a Man fainting under Poverty, or 
Sickneſs, or Fatigue, might be puniſh'd as a Retailer of 
Spirits without a Licence. | 

© 'Theſe Defects, which was not ſeen when the Law was 
made, ſoon excited a Diſlike, No Man enforced the Exe- 
cution of it, becauſe every Man knew that on ſome Occafi- 
ons he might himſelf break it ; and they who ſuffered for the 
Violation of it, were often pitied by thoſe whoſe, Office ob- 
liged them to puniſh them. Thus the Law, after having 
been executed a few Months with Rigour, was laid aſide as 
impracticable, and appears now to be tacitely repealed ; for 
It is apparently an empty Form without Effect. 

If therefore the Uſe of Spirits be ſo deſtructive as is 
generally allowed, it is ſurely neceſſary, that the Legiſlature 
ſhould at laſt repair the Defects of the former Law, and 
the Nation ſhould not be vitiated and ruined without ſome 
Endeavours for its Preſervation 3 and, in my Opinion, to 
lay a double Duty upon theſe Liquors is very rational and 
prudent. An Eacreaſe of the Price mult leſſen the Con- 
ſumption. 2 

* To what Degree the Conſumption will be diminiſhed 
by this new Duty, I am not able to forete! ; but undoubtedly 
fome Diminution will be produced, and the leaſt Diminu- 
tion will afford us this Comfort, that the Evil does not en- 
creaſe upon us; and that this Law is therefore better than 
that which we have repealed. .. _ | 

For this Reaſon, my Lords, I approve the preſent Bill 
without inquiring, whether it is perfect; it is ſufficient for 
me in the preſent Exigence, that the Nation will gain ſome- 
thing by the Change, and the People will be drawn nearer 
to Sobriety, Temperance, and Induſtry. | 

* Thus, my Lords, without paying any Regard to the 
Determination of the other Houſe, I think the Bill ſuffici- 


ently defenſible by Reaſon and Policy ; nor can I conceal 
5 8 b my 
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of their Country. 


The Debate being over, the Queſtion was put that the 
Houſe be now reſumed ; but it was carried in the Negative 
by 56 againſt 35. 

Then the other Cauſes were read and agreed to, and the 
Earl of Warwick IE the Bill to the Houſe without 
Amendment. 


Feb. 25. The Lon read a Third Time and paſs'd the Bill paſs'd rela- 


ting to 1 


Bill for regulating Elections in Scotland, without a Divi- 
ſion. 


Then a Motion being made ts a Third Reading of the parther Debate 


Bill relating to Spirituous Liquors, the Earl of Sandwich on the Bill rela- 
ting to Spiritu- 


joke to the En, Effect: 
My Lords, 


As the Importance of the Bill now before us juſtly de- E. of Sandwich, 


mands the matureſt Conſideration, it is not, without unuſual 
Concern, that I obſerve the Abſence of many Lords, for 
whoſe Wiſdom and Experience I have the higheſt Venera- 
tion, and whom I eſteem equally for their Penetration and 
their Integrity. I ſhould hope, that all thoſe who feel in 
their Hearts the Love of their Country, and are conſcious 
of Abilities to promote its Happineſs, would aſſemble on 
this great Occaſion ; and that the collective Wiſdom of this 
Houſe would be exerted, when the Lives and Fortunes, and, 


what is yet more worthy of Regard, the Virtue of the 


People is involved in the Queſtion. - 

© As there can be no Avocations which can poſſibly with 
hold a wiſe Man from Counſels of ſuch Moment to his 
Country, to himſelf and to his Poſterity ; as there is no 
Intereſt equivalent to the general Happineſs, I cannot ſup- 
poſe, that either Buſineſs or Pleaſure detain thoſe who have 
not attended at the Examination of this Bill ; and therefore 
imagine, that they are abſent only, becauſe they have not 
been ſufficiently informed of the Importance of the Queſtion 
that was this Day to be diſcuſſed. 

* It is therefore, my Lords, neceſſary, in my Opinion, 
that on the Day of the third Reading they be again ſum- 
moned to attend,. that the Law which is allowed to be only 
an Experiment, of which the Event is abſolutely uncertain, 
may be examined with the utmoſt Care; that all its Con- 
ſequences may be known, ſo. far as human Wiſdom is able 
to diſcover ; and that we may, at leaſt, be exempt from the 
Imputation of being negligent of the Welfare of our Coun- 

XX 3 . "ys 


" An. 16, Geo, II. try, and of being deſirous of avoiding Information or Ei- 


2742. 


Lord Carteret. 


462) 


quiry, left they ſhould retard our Meaſures or contradid 
our Aſſertions. | | 
But fince it is reaſonable to believe, my Lords, that 
many of thoſe who mignt aſſiſt us in this difficult Enquiry, 
are now in the Country, it is neceſſary, that our Summong 
may have the Effect which is deſired, to defer the Reading 
for ſome Time. For to what Purpoſe will it be to require 
their Preſence at a Time at which we know it is impoſſible 
for them to comply with our Orders? To direct what can- 
not be done is ſurely in its own Nature abſurd and contemp- 
tible, and on this Occaſion will expoſe not only our Under- N 
ſtanding but our Honeſty to Doubts ; for it will be ima- P. 
gined, that we are only endeavouring to make falſe Show Wl * 
of Caution and Accuracy ; and that we, in.Reality, defire to d 
determine, without the Concurrence of thoſe whoſe Pre- * 
ſence we publickly require. W : 
I therefore move, that the third Reading of this Bill a 
may be delayed five Days, and that immediate Summons be 0 


iſſued for all the Lords to attend. +. | f 
| h | i 

The Lord Carteret ſpoke next. 
My Lords, I 


© Tf it is the Intention of the noble Lords to debate once t 
more the Uſefulneſs or Expedience of this Bill, if they have ü 
any new Argument to produce, or are defirous of another 
Opportunity to repeat thoſe which have been already beard, WM © 
I hope they will not long withbold, either from themſelves, 
or their Opponents, that Satisfaction. | | 

 * Your Lordſhips are ſo well acquainted with the State 
of the Publick, and know ſo well the Danger of the Liber- ] 
ties of the Continent, the Power of the Enemies whom we 
are to oppoſe, the dreadſul Conſequences of an unſucceſsful 
Oppoſition, and the Neceflity of Vigour and Expedition to | 
Procure Succeſs, that it cannot be neceſſary to urge the Im- 
propriety of delaying the Bill from which the Supplies are 
to be expected. | | : 1 
The Convenience of deferring this Bill, however plau- 


ſibly repreſented by the noble Lord who made the Motion, 


is ovetbalanced by the Neceſſity of confidering it To-mor- 
row. Neceſſity is an Argument, againſt which Eloquence 
will be employed to little Purpoſe. I therefore, my Lords, 
Oppoſe the Motion, not that it is unreaſonable in itſelf, but 
becauſe it cannot be admitted. I recommend Diſpatch on 
this Occaſion, not becauſe it is barely right, but becauſe it | 
is abſolutely neceſſary. | | "Th 

| a 
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The Lord Hervey then roſe up and ſpoke to the follow- 
ing Effect. „ | 5 

My Lords, 


1 


An. 16. Geo. II. 
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© It is always the laſt Reſource of Miniſters to call thoſe Lord Hervey, 


Meaſures neceſſary which they cannot ſhew to be juſt ; when 
they have tried all the Arts of Fallacy and Illuſion, and 
found them all baffled, to ſtand at Bay, becauſe they can fly 
no longer ; look their Opponents boldly in the Face, and 
ſun them with the formidable Sound of Neceſſity. 

But it is generally the Fortune of Miniſters to diſcover 
Neceſſity much ſooner than they whoſe Eyes are not ſhar- 
pened by Employments; they frequeatly call that Neceſſity, 
on which no other Man would beftow the Title of Expe- 
diency ; and that it is ſeldom neceſſary to be done, which 
others do not think neceſſary to be avoided. N 

At preſent, my Lords, I ſee nothing neceſſary, but what 
is equally neceſſary at all Times, that we do our Duty to 
our Country, and diſcharge our Truſt without ſuffering our- 
ſelves to be terrified with imaginary Dangers, or allured by 
imaginary Benefits. The War which is {aid to produce the 
Neceſſity of this Bill, is, in my Opinion, not neceſſary in 
itſelf, And if your Lordſhips differ from me in that Sen- 
timent, it muſt yet be allowed, that there is. Time ſufficient 
to provide Supplies by new Methods. 

* But, my Lords, if the Motion, in which I concur, be 


over-ruled on a Pretence of Neceſſity, it will ſhew an. eager 


Deſire to haſten a Bill, which if referred to any twelve 
Men not of either Houſe of Parliament, their Examination 
would terminate in this, that they bring it in guilty of wil- 
ful Murder. * | 


The Earl of Cholmondeley ſpoke next in Subſtance as 
follows. | EST * 
My Lords, 


As there is no Doubt, but particular Meaſures may be E- 


ſometimes neceſſary, I diſcover no Reaſon that ought to 
hinder the Mention of that Neceſſity ; for ſurely where it 
can be aſſerted with Truth, it is the moſt powerful of all 
Arguments, and can not be wiſely or honeſtly negleQed. 
In the preſent Caſe, my Lords, I can diſcover no Im- 
propriety in mentioning it; for I ſuppoſe that noble Lord 
did not intend to reſtrain it to the moſt rigorous Senſe ; he 
did not mean, that there is the ſame Neceſſity of reading 
this Bill To-morrow, for the Succeſs of the War, as of ex- 
Unguiſhing a Fire for the Preſervation of a Town; but _ 
; — 
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for farther 


Pleas that could be offered for Delays. | 4 

This Neceſſity, my Lords, I am not aſhamed to aſſert 
after him; nor can I think it conſiſtent with common Pry. 
dence, in the preſent Situation of our Affairs, to defer the 
third Reading beyond To-morrow ; for the Supplies which 
this Bill muſt produce, are to be employed in Attempts of 
the utmoſt Importance, and which cannot fail without the 
Ruin of a great Part of Mankind, and an irreparable Injury 
to this Nation. 

I cannot therefore but confeſs my Surpriſe at the Vehe- 
mence with which this Bill is oppoſed, Vehemence fo great, 
that ſome Lords have been tranſported beyond that Decency 
which it is our Duty and our Intereſt to preſerve in our 
Deliberations ; nor have reſtrained themſelves from Expreſ- 
ſions, which, upon Reflection, I believe they will not think 
defenſible; from among which I cannot but take Notice of 
the horrid and opprobrious Term of Murder. 

The Reverend Prelates, who have ſpoken againſt the Bill, 
may be as eaſily believed to be zealous for Virtue as thoſe 
who have indulged themſelves in this Violence of Language; 
yet they have never charged thoſe who defend the Meaſures 
now propoſed with the Guilt of Murder, but have decently 
delivered their own Opinions, without reproaching thoſe 
who differ from them. 

For my Part, my Lords, as I cannot think the Motion 

Delay, ſeaſonable or proper, or neceſſary to the 
Diſcovery of Truth, or conſiſtent with the Welfare of the 
Nation, it is my Reſolution to vote againſt it.” 


The Duke of Bedford ſpoke next. 

My Lords, 

© 'The Ardour with which the noble Lord appears to re- 
ſent the Indignity offered to the Bill, ſhews only that he 


Himſelf approves it, but not that it deſerves the Approba- 


tion of the Houſe. | 

I think it of Uſe, notwithſtanding the plauſible Pleas of 
Decency or Politeneſs, that every 'Thing ſhould in this 
Houſe be called by its right Name; that we may not diſ- 
pute for one Thing, and vote for another ; and fince the 
Bill will certainly deſtroy Multitudes, if it promotes the Sale 
of diſtilled Spirits, and it has been proved that it will pro- 
mote it, I know not by what Appellation to denominate its 
Effects, if that be denied me, which has been already 


uſed.* | 
Then 


6465 


Then che Queſtion being put that the Third Reading of An. 16. Geo. II. 


the ſaid Bill be put off for five Days, it was reſolv'd in the 
Negative, by 52 againſt 29. And the next Day was ap- 
pointed for the Reading thereof, and an Order made for 
ſummoning the Lords to attend. 28 


The Houſe being met accordingly, Lord Hervey ſpoke to Ian Hervey. 


the following Effect: 
My Lords, | | 

* The Tendency of the Bill, which we are now to ap- 

prove or reject, is ſo apparently deſtructive to the Ends of 

Government, ſo apparently dangerous to publick Happineſs, 


and ſo contrary to the Inſtitutions of the moſt celebrated 


Lawgivers, and the Policy of the moſt flouriſhing Nations, 
that I till continue to think it my Duty to ſtruggle a- 
ainſt it, 3 8 
: * Almoſt every Legiſlator of the World, my Lords, from 
whatever Original he derived his Authority, has exerted it 
in the Prohibition of ſuch Foods as tended to injure the 
Health, and deſtroy the Vigour of the People for whom he 
deſigned his Inſtitutions, | 

* The great Inſtructor of the Jews ®, who delivered his 


Laws by divine Authority, prohibited the Uſe of Swine's 


Fleſh, for no other Cauſe, ſo far as human Reaſon is able 
to diſcover, than that it corrupted the Blood, and produced 
loathſome Diſeaſes and Maladies which deſcended to Poſte- 
rity ; and therefore in prohibiting, after his Example, the 
Uſe of Liquors which produce the ſame Effects, we ſhall 
follow the Authority of the great Governor of the Uni- 
verſe. - 

The Author of another Religion , a Religion founded, 
indeed, on Superſtition and Credulity, but which prevails 
over a very great Part of the Earth, has laid his Followers 
under Reſtraints ſtill more ſevere ; he has forbidden them 
to diſpel their Cares, or exalt their Pleaſures with Wine, 
has baniſhed from their Banquets that uſeful Opponent of 
troubleſome Reflection, and doom'd all thoſe who receive 
his Law, not to Sobriety only, but to Abſtinence. 


* The Authority of this Man, my Lords, cannot indeed 


be urged as unexceptionable and decifive, but the Reception 
of his Impoſture ſhews, at leaſt, that he was not unacquain- 
ted with human Nature, and that he knew how to adapt 


his Forgeries to the Nations among which he vented tbem; 


nor can it be denied, but the Prohibition of Wine was found 
generally uſeful, fince it obtained ſo ready a ys 1 
; : « 
| — 
Moſes. + Mahomet. 


. 
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An. 16. Geo, II. All Nations of the World, my Lords, in every Age of 
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which there remain any hiſtorical Accounts, have agreed in 
the Neceſſity of laying Reſtraint upon Appetite, and ſetting 
ounds to the Wantonneſs of Luxury. Every Legiſlature haz 
claimed and practiſed the Right of withholding thoſe Plez- 
ſures which the People have appeared inclined to uſe to 
Exceſs, and preferring the Safety of Multitudes whom Li- 
berty would deſtroy, to the Convenience of thoſe who would 
have enjoyed it, within the Limits of Reaſon and of Virtue. 
»The Welfare of the Publick, my Lords, has always 
been allowed the ſupreme Law ; and when any Governor 
ſacrifice the general Good either to private Views, or tem- 
porary Convenience, they deviate at once from Integrity 
and Policy; they betray their Truſt, and neglect their true 
Intereſt. | 
The Prohibition of thoſe Commodities which are In- 


ſtrumental to Vice, is not only dictated by Policy but Na. 


ture, nor does it indeed require much Sagacity, when the Evil 
is known, to find the proper Remedy; for even the Indian; 
who have not yet reduced the Art of Government to a 
Science, nor learned to make long Harangues upon the dif- 
ferent Intereſts of foreign Powers, the Neceſſity of raiſing 
Supplies, or the Importance and Extent of Manufactures, 
have yet been able to diſcover, that diſtilled Spirits are per- 
nicious to Society, and that the Uſe of them can only be 
hinder'd by prohibiting the Sale. | 1 
For this Reaſon, my Lords, they have Rel BAY 
none of this delicious Poiſon ſhould be imported into Ger- 


gia ; they have deſired us to confine this Fountain of Wick- 


edneſs and Miſery to ſtream in our own Country, without 
pouring upon them thoſe Inundations of Debauchery, by 
which we are ourſelves overflowed. | 
When we may be juſtly ſent to learn from the rude and 
ignorant radians the firit Elements of civil Wiſdom, we 
have ſurely not much Right to boaſt of our Foreſight and 
Knowledge; we muſt ſurely confeſs, that we have hittherto 
valued ourſelves upon our Arts with very little Reaſon, ſince 
we have not learned how to preſerve either Wealth or Vir- 
tue, either Peace or Commerce. | 
The Maxjms of our Politicians, my Lords, differ wide- 
ly from thoſe of the /zd:an Savages, as they are the Effects 
of longer Conſideration, and Reaſonings formed upon more: 
extenſive Views. What Indian, my Lords, would have 


contrived to hinder his Countrymen from Drunkennefs, by 
placing that Liquor in their Houſes which tempted them 


to Exceſs ; or would have diſcovered that Prohibitions only 
were 


— as As a i $3 mn a =. 


un Kit gv* www am Aw 


7A cos» $i. co 


td «© cars ons owns 


Ez: R £&« _@£©A” mus ev, my Ry £©2% gods . 8 <-- = XX» © om 


5 wes = Fry 


467 


) MEH ww ; 
were the Cauſe of boundleſs Exceſſes ; that to ſubdue the An. 16. Se. N. 


Appetite nothing was neceſſary but to ſolicite it 3 and that 
what was always offered would never be recgived? The 
Indians, in the Simplicity of Men unacquainted with Huro- 


jean and Hritub Refinements, imagined, that to put an Bod 


to the Uſe of any Fhing, it was only neceſſary to take it 


away; and conceived, that they could not promote Sohristy 
more effectually than by allowing the People nothing with 
which they comd be drunk. ? 


But if our Politicians ſhogld ſend | i Laneries to teach 
them the Art of Government, they would quickly. be ſhown, 


that if they would ; accompliſh their Deſign, they muit ap- 
point every tenth Man among them to diltribute Spirits to 
the Nine, and to drink them himſelf in what Quantity they 
ſhall deſire, and that then the Peace of their Country will 
be no longer diſturbed by the Quarrels of Debauchery. 


It is, indeed, not without Amazement, that 1. hear. 


this Bill ſeriouſly defended as a Scheme for ſuppreſſing 
Drunkenneſs; and find ſome Lords, who admit that fiſty- 
thouſand Houſes will be opened for the publick Sale of 
Spirits, aſſert that a leſs Quantity of Spirits will be fold. 

The Foundation of this Opinion is in itſelf very uneer- 
tain; for nothing more is urged, but that all who ſell under 
the Sanction of a Licence will be ready to inform againſt 


thoſe by whom no Licence has been purchaſed ; and that 
therefore fifty-thouſand licenſed Retailers may hurt a greater 


Number who now fell Spirits in Oppoſition to the Law. 
All this, my Lords, is very far from Certainty; for it 
cannot be proved, that there are now ſo great a Number 


of Retailers as this Act may produce; it is likely that $e- 


curity will encourage many to "oP in this Frade, who 
are at preſent deterred from it by Danger. It is poſſible, 
that thoſe who purchaſe Licences may nevertheleſs forbear 
to proſecute thoſe that ſell Spirits without the Protection of 
the Law. They may forbear, my Lords, from the common 
Principles of Humapity, becauſe they think thoſe poor Traders 
deſerve rather Pity than Puniſhment; they may forbear from 
a Principle that operates more frequently, and too often 
more ſtrongly, a Regard to their own Intereſt. - They may 
themſelves offend the Law by ſome other Parts of their 
Conduct, and may be unwilling to provoke an Inſpection 
into their own Actions, by betraying officiouſly the Faults 
of their Neighbours ; or they may be influenced by imme- 
diate Terrors, and expect to be hunted to Death by the 
Rage of the Populace. | | 
All theſe Conſiderations may be urged againſt the only 
| i Suppoſition 
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„ 
An. 26. Geo. II. Suppoſition that has been made, with any Show of Reafon, 


in favour of the Bill; and of theſe various Circumſtances 
ſome one or other will almoſt always be found. Every Man 
will have either Fear or Pity, becauſe almoſt every good 
Man is inclined to Compaſſion, and every wicked Man is in 
Danger from the Law ; and I do not ſee any Reaſon - for 


 Imagining, that the People will tolerate Informers more wil. 


ingly now than of late Years. 8 ; 1 

But ſuppoſe it ſhould be granted, tho? it cannot be cer. 
tain, and has not yet been ſhewn to be probable, that the 
clandeſtine Trade will be interrupted ; I am not able to fol- 
low theſe miniſterial Reaſoners immediately to the Conſe- 
quence which they draw from this Conceflion, and which 
mult be drawn from it, if it be of any Uſe in the Decifion 
of the Queſtion ; nor can I ſee that the Conſumption of Spi- 
rituous Liquors will be made leſs. gg . 
Let us examine, my Lords, the Premiſes and the Con- 
ſequences together, without ſuffering our Attention to be led 
aſtray by uſeleſs Digreſſions. Spirits will be now ſold only 
with Licence ! therefore leſs will be ſold than when it was 
ſold only by Stealth ! 30 | 

«* Surely, my Lords, ſuch Arguments will not much in- 
fluence this Aſſembly. Why, my Lords, ſhould leſs be 
bought now than formerly ? It is not denied, that there will 
be in every Place a licenſed Shop where Drunkenneſs may 
riot in Security, and what can be more inviting to Wretches 
who place in Drunkenneſs their utmoſt Felicity? If you 
ſhould favourably ſuppoſe no more to be ſold, yet why ſhould 
thoſe who now buy any ſuppoſed Quantity, buy leſs when 
the Reſtraint is taken away ? | 

If it be urged, that the preſent Law does in Reality 
impoſe no Reſtraint, the intended Act will make no Alte- 


ration. There is no real Prohibition now; there will be no 


nominal Prohibition hereafter ; and therefore the Law will 
only produce, what its Advocates expect from it, a yearly 
Addition to the Revenue of the Government. But, my 
Lords, let us at laſt enquire to what it is to be imputed, 
that the preſent Law ſwells the Statute-Book to no Purpoſe ; 
and why this pernicious Trade is carried on with Confidence 
and Security, in Oppoſition to the Law ? It will not ſurely 
be confeſſed, that the Government has wanted Authority to 
execute its own Laws; that the Legiſlature has been awed 
by the Populace, by the Dregs cf the Populace, the Drunk- 
ards and the Beggars! yet when the Proviſions made for 
the Execution of a Law fo ſalutary, ſo juſt, and ſo necel- 


ſary, were found defective, why were not others 0 
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of greater Efficacy? why, when one Informer was torn in An. 16. Geo. II. 
pieces, were there not new Securities propoſed to protect 


thoſe who ſhould by the ſame Offence diſpleaſe the People 
afterwards? „ N 
The Law, my Lords, has failed of a great Part of its 
Effect; but it has failed by Cowardice on one Part, and Ne- 
gligence on another; and though the Duty, as it was laid, 


was in itſelf ſomewhat invidious, it would however have been 
enforced, could the Revenue have gained as much by the, 


Puniſhment, as was gained by the Toleration, of Debauch- 
ery. Cl 1 e 0 
7 It has however ſome Effect; it may be imagined, that 
no Man can be truſted, where he is not known, and that 
ſome Men are known too well to- be truſted ; and therefore 
many muſt be occaſionally hindered from drinking Spirits, 
while the Law remains in its preſent State, who, when Hou- 
ſes are ſet open by Licence, will never want an Opportunity 
of complying with their Appetites. = 
© This Bill therefore, my Lords, is, as it has been term- 
ed, only an Experiment; an Experiment, my Lords, of a 
very daring Kind which none would hazard but Empirical 


Politicians. It is an Experiment to diſcover, how far the 


Vices of the Populace may be made uſeful to the Govern- 


ment, what Taxes may be raiſed upon Poiſon, and how much - 


the Court may be enriched by the Deſtruction of the Sub- 
x The Tendency of this Bill is ſo evident, that thoſe who 
appeared as its Advocates have rather endeavoured to defeat 
their Opponents, by charging their Propoſals with Abſurdi- 
ty, than by extenuating the ill Conſequence of their own 
Scheme. | : | 
Their principal Charge is, that thoſe who oppoſe the Bill 
recommend a total Prohibition of all Spirits. This Aſſertion 
gives them an Opportunity of abandoning their own Cauſe 
to expatiate upon the innocent Uſe of Spirits, of their Effica- 
cy in Medicine, and their Convenience in domeſtick Buſineſs, 
and to advance a Multitude of Poſitions which they know 
will not be denied, but which may be at once made uſeleſs 
to them, by aſſuring them, that no Man deſires to deſtroy 
the Diſtillery for the Pleaſure of deſtroying it, or intends 


any Thing more than ſome Proviſions which may hinder di- 


ſtilled Spirits from being drank by common People upon com- 
mon Occaſions. _ | 


* Having thus obviated the only Anſwer that has hitherto 


been made to the ſtrong Arguments which have been offcred 
againſt the Bill, I muſt declare, that I have heard nothing 
| elſe 
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A. 17. Geo. Tl. elfe that deſerves an Anſwer, or that can'p6flibly mae any 
3 — 


Lord Lonſdale. 


(- 40. }- 

5 2 ageing Favour of the Bill: A Bill, my Lords, teeming 
with Sedition and Idfeneſs, Diſeaſes and Robberies, a Bit 
that will enfeeble the Body, corrupt the Mind, and turn the 
Cities of this populous Kingdom into Priſons for Villains, or 
—_ for Cripples ; and which I think it therefote-our 

„„ BE gr ELIIRNS wg 
. 2 ou Lo+ſdale ſpoke next to the Effect following : 

Ws 1s; fp i” MY 
_ © 'The Bill, on which we are now finally to determine, is 
of ſuch a Tendeney, that it cannot be made a Law, without 
an open and avowed Diſteg#td tb all the Rules which it has 
been hitherto thotight the general Intereſt of Human Nature 
to preſerve inviolable. It 1s oppoſite at orice to the Precept 
of the Wiſe, and the Practice of the Good ; to the original 


Principles of Virtde and the eftablifhed Maxiins of Policy. 


© I ſhall however only confider it with Relation to Policy, 

becauſe the other Confdcritivn wilt naturally coincide. * 
The firſt Prineiple of Policy, my Lords, teaches as, that 

the Power and Greatneſs of a State arifes from the Number 


of its People; uninhabited Dominions àre an empty Show, 


and ſerve only to encumber the Natiot to which they belong, 
they are a Kind of pompots Ornaments which muſt 

thrown away in Time of Danger, and equatly unfit" for Re- 
ſiſtance and Retreat. * | 525 
In the preſent War, my Lords, if the Number of cur 
People were equal to that of the two Nations againſt which 
we are engaged, the Natrowneſs of our Dominions would 
give us a refiſtlefs Superiority, as we have fewer Poſts to de- 
fend, we might ſend more Forces to attack our Enemies, | 
who muſt be weak in every Part, becaufe they muſt be diſ- 
perſed to a very great Exterit; The Torrent of War as a 
Flood of Water is only violent while it is confined, but loſes 
its Force as it is more d ffuſed. 


In Conſequence of this Maxim, my Lords, it is propoſed, 


that becauſe we are at War againſt two mighty Powers, we 
ſhall endeavour to deftroy by Spirits at home thoſe who can- 
not fall by the Sword of the Enemy, and that we endeavour 
to hinder the Production of another Generation; for it 8 
well known, and has in this Debate been univerſally allowed, 
that tbe preſent Practice of drinking Spirits will not only de- 
troy the preſent Race, but debilitate the next. 

« This ſorely, my Lords, is a Time at which we ought 
very ſtudiouſly to watch over the Preſervation of thoſe Lives 


which we are not compelled to expoſe, and endeayour to re- 
| 4 triere 


— 


I 


trieve the Loſſes of War by encouraging Induſtry, Tempe- An, 16, Geo. 11. 


rance, and Sobriety. 


Another Principle of Government which the Wiſdom or. 
our Progenitors eſtabliſhed, was to ſuppreſs Vice with the | 


utmoſt Diligence; for as Vice muſt, always produce Mi- 
ſery to thoſe whom it infects, and Danger to thoſe who 
are conſidered as its Enemies, it is contrary to the End 
of Government; and the Government which encourages 
Vice is neceſſarily labouring for its own Deſtruction: For 
the Good will not ſupport it, becauſe they are not benefited 


| by it, and the Wicked will betray it becauſe they are 


wicked. 85 ES | | | 
How little then, my Lords, do our ſagacious Politici- 
ans underſtand their own Intereſt by promoting Drunkenneſs 
and Luxury, of which the natural Train of Conſequences 
are Idleneſs, Neceſſity, Wickedneſs, Deſperation, Sedition, 
and Anarchy ! How little do they underſtand what it is 
that gives Stability to the Fabrick of our Conſtitution, if they 
imagine it can long ſtand, when it is not ſupported by Vir- 
tue. | ; | 
In Conſequence of theſe Maxims, another may be ad- 
vanced, that all Trades, which tend to impair either the 
Health or Virtue of the People, ſhould be prohibited; for 
face the Strength of the Community conſiſts in the Number 
and the Happineſs of the People, no Trade deſerves to be 
cultivated which does not contribute to the one or the other ; 
for the End of Trade as of all other human Attempts is the 
Attainment of "Happineſs. . 


If any Trade that conduces not to the Happineſs of the 


Community by encreaſing either the Number or the Virtue 
of the People, be induſtriouſly cultivated, the Legiſlature 
ought to ſuppreſs it ; if any Manufacture that adminiſters 
Temptations to Wickedneſs be flouriſhing and extenſive, it 
has already been too long indulged ; and the Government 
can attone for its Remiſſneſs only by rigorous Inhibitions, ſe- 

vere Proſecutions, and vigilant Inquiries. 1 4 
That the Trade of Diſtilling, my Lords, had advanced 
ſo faſt among us, that our Manfacturers of Poiſon are arriv'd 
at the utmoſt Degree of Skill in their Profeſſion, and that the 
Draughts which they prepare are greedily ſwallowed by 
thoſe who rarely look beyond the preſent Moment, or in- 
quire what Price muſt be paid for the preſent Gratification ; 
that the People have been ſo long accuſtomed to daily Stupe- 
faction, that they are become mutinous, if they are reſtrain- 
ed from it; and that the Law which was intended to ſuppreſs 
tteir Luxury cannot, without Tumults and Bloodſhed, be 
| | put 
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An. 16. Geo, II. put in Execution, are, in my Opinion, very affecting Cong. 
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derations, but they can ſurely be of no uſe for the Defence 
of this Bill. | CHE. ane 

The more extenſive the Trade of Diſtilling, the more 
muſt ſwallow the Poiſon which it affords ; the more palatable 
the Liquor is made, the more dangerous is the Temptation; 
and the more corrupt the People are become, the more ur- 
gent is the Neceſſity of extirpating thoſe that have corrupted 
—_— | . 

I am not, my Lords, leſs convinced of the Importance 
of Trade than thoſe Lords who have ſpoken in the moſt pa- 
thetick Language for the Continuance of the Manufacture; 
but my Regard for Trade naturally determines me to vote 
againſt a Bill by which Idleneſs, the Peſt of Commerce, muſt 
be encouraged, and thoſe Hands, by which our Trade is to 
be carried on, muſt be firſt infeebled and ſoon afterwards de- 
ſtroyed. a 1 

Nor is this Kind of Debauchery, my Lords, leſs de. 
ſtructive to the Intereſt of thoſe whoſe Riches conſiſt in 
Lands than of thoſe who are engaged in Commerce ; for it 
undoubtedly hingers the Conſumption of almoſt every Thing 
that Land can produce, of that Corn which ſhould be made 
into Bread, and brewed into more wholeſome Drink, of that 
Fleſh which is fed for the Market, and even of that Wool 
which ſhould be worked into Cloth. Ir has been often men- 
tion'd Judicrouſly, but with too much Truth, that Strong 
Liquors are to the meaner People, Meat, Drink, and Cloaths; 
that they depend on them alone for Suſtenance and Warmth, 
and that they deſire to forget their Wants in Drunkennels 
rather than ſupply them, If we therefore examine this Que- 
ſtion with Regard to Trade, we ſhall find, that the Money 
which is ſpent in Drunkenneſs for the Advantage only of one 
Dittiller, would ſupport, if otherwiſe expended, a great 
Number of Labourers, Huſbandmen, and Traders, fince one 
Man employed at the Still may ſupply by the Means of De- 
bauchery ſuch Numbers, as could not be furniſhed with in- 
nocent Victuals and warm Cloaths, but by the Induſtry of 
many Hands, and the Concurrence of many Trades. _ 

Numbers, my Lords, are neceſſary to Succeſs in Com. 
merce as in War; if the Manufacturers be few, Labour wil 
be dear, and the Value of the Commodity muſt always be 
proportioned to the Price of Labour. Ge 

* Theſe, my Lords, are the Arguments by which I have 
hitherto been incited to oppoſe this Bill, which I have not 
found that any of its Defenders can elude ; for they content 


themſelves with a cowardly Conceſſion to the Me 
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low them to proceed in Wickedneſs, confeſs they have found An. 26. Geo. II. 
themſelves unable to oppoſe their ſovereign Pleaſure, or to 774% 
withhold them from purſuing their own Inclinations; and 
therefore have ſagaciouſly contrived a Scheme by which they 
hope to gain ſome Advantage from the Vices which they 
cannot reform. 

But who, my Lords, can, without Horror and Indigna- 
tion, hear thoſe, who are entruſted with the Care of the 
Publick, contriving to take Advantage of the Ruin of their 
Country ?* #1,» | | | 

Let others, my Lords, vote as their Conſciences will 
direct them, I ſhall likewiſe follow the DiQates of my 
Heart, and 'ſhall avoid any Concurrence with a Scheme, 
which though it may for a Time benefit the Government, 
mult deſtroy the Strength and Virtue of the People, and at 
once impair our Trade, and depopulate our Country. 


% 


Lo 


The Lord Carteret then roſe up and ſpoke in Subſtance as Lord Carteret, 
follows : A 
My Lords, | | 

© The Warmth with which this Debate has been hitherto 
carried on, and with which the- Progreſs of this Bill has been 
oppoſed, is, in my Opinion, to be imputed to ſtrong Preju- 
dices formed when the Queſtion was firſt propoſed ; by 
which the noble Lords have been incited to warm Declama- 
tions and violent Invectives, who having once heated their 
Minds with Suſpicions, have not been able to conſider the 
Propoſitions before them with Calmneſs and Impartiality ; 
but have purſued their firſt Notions, and have employed their 
Eloquence in diſplaying the Abſurdity of Poſitions never ad- 
vanced, and the Miſchief of Conſequences which will never 
be produced. | OP LE, 

* It is firſt to be conſidered, my Lords, that this Bill is 
intended, not to promote, but to, hinder, the Conſumption 
of Spirituous Liquors ; it is therefore by no Means neceſſa- 
iy to expatiate upon that which is preſuppoſed in the Bill, 
the pernicious Quality of Spirits, the deteſtable Nature of 
Drunkenneſs, the Wickedneſs, or Miſeries which are produ- 
ced by it. Almoſt all that has been urged by the noble Lords 
who have ſpoken with the greateſt Warmth againſt the Bill, 
may reaſonably be conceived to have been advanced for it 
by thoſe who projected it, of whom it may be juſtly ima- 
gined, that they were fully convinced, how much Spirits 
were abuſed by the Common People, and how much that 
Abuſe contributed to the Wickedneſs which at preſent pre- 

Vor. VIII. Part 2. 2 vails 


An. 16. Geo. II. vails amongſt as, ſince they thought it neceſſary to preven 
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them by a new Law. | 9 
But, my Lords, when they ſaw, that the Abuſe of di- 


ſtilled Liquors was in a very high Degree detrimental to the 
Publick, they ſaw likewiſe, that the Trade of Diſtilling waz 


of great Uſe, that it employed great Numbers of our Peo- 
ple, and conſumed a great Part of the Produce of our Lands; 
and that therefore it could not be ſuppreſſed, without in- 
juring the Publick, by reducing many Families to ſudden 
Poverty, and by depriving the Farmers of a Market for a 
great Part of their Corn. - In the Low Countries of the Welt 
of England, the Grain that is chiefly cultivated is Barley, 
and that Barley is chiefly conſumed by the Diſtillers ; nor, 
if they ſhould be at once ſuppreſſed, could the H uſbandman 
readily fell the Produce of his Labour and his Grounds, or 
the Landlord receive Rent from his Eſtate ; fince it would 
then produce nothing, or what is in Effect the ſame, nothing 
that could be fold. 


It is indeed poſſible, my Lords, that the Dutch might 
buy it; but then it muſt be conſidered, that we muſt pay 


them Money for the Favour, ſince we allow a Premium 
upon Exportation, and that we ſhall buy it back again in 
Spirits; and conſequently pay them for manufacturing our 
own Product. For it is not to be imagined, that any Law 
will immediately reclaim the Diſpoſitions, or reform the 
Appetites of the People. They are well known to have 


_ drank Spirits before they were made in our Country, and 


to indulge themſelves at preſent in many Kinds of Luxury 
which are yet loaded with a very high Tax. It is not 
therefore probable, that upon the Impoſition of a high Duty 
they will immediately deſiſt from drinking Spirits; they 
will indeed, as now, drink thoſe which can be moſt eafily 
procured , and if, by a high Tax ſuddenly impoſed, foreign 
Spirits be made cheaper than our own, foreign Spirits only 
will be uſed, our Diſtillery will be deſtroyed, and our Peo- 
ple will yet be unreforined, 


That heavy Taxes will not deter the People from any 


favourite Enjoyment, has been already ſhown by the Un- 
ſucceſsfulneſs of the laſt Attempt to reſtrain them from the 
Uſe of Spirits, and may be every Day diſcovered from the 
Uſe gf Tobacco which is univerſally taken by the common 
People, though a very high Duty is laid upon it, aud tho 
a King thought it ſo pernicious that he employed his Pen 
againſt it“. The Commons therefore prudently forbore p 

| 5 ule 


* King James the Firſt wrote a Picce, call'd, A Counterblaft agairf 
Tobacco, 


Fre 


ale violent Meaſures, which might diſguſt the People, but An. 16. Geo, It; 
which they had no Reaſon to believe ſufficient to reform : 
them, and thought it more expedient to proceed by gentle 


Methods, which might operate by imperceptible Degrees, 
and which might be made more forcible and compulſive, if 
they ſhould be found ineffectual. 


Another Evil will by this Method likewiſe be avoided, 


which is the certain Conſequence of high Duties ; this Tax 
will produce no clandeſtine Frauds nor rebellious Defiance 
of the Legiſlature ; the Diſtillers will not be tempted to e- 
vade this Impoſt by Perjuries, too often praiſed, where 
the Profit of them is great, nor Smuglers to aſſemble in nu- 
merous Troops with Arms in their Hands, and carry im- 
ported Liquors through the Country by Force, in Oppoſi- 
tion to the Officers of the Cuſtoms, and the Laws of the 
Nation. That tles [likewiſe is practiſed upon other Occa- 
fons to eſcape heavy Taxes, every Day's Papers inform 


us, nor are there many Months in which ſome of the Kings 


Officers are not maimed or murdered doing of their Duty. 
All theſe Evils, my Lords, and a Thouſand others, will 


be avoided by an eaſy Tax, in favour of which I cannat 


but wonder, that it ſhould be neceſſary to plead ſo long, 
ſince every Nation, which has any Pretenſions to Civility 
or a regular Government, will agree, that heavy Impoſts 
are not to be wantonly inflited, and that Severity is never 
to be practiſed till Lenity has failed. . | 

© It therefore appears to me, my Lords, that Juſtice, 
Reaſon, and Experience unite in favour of this Bill, and that 
nothing is to be feared from it, but that it will: not. be fuf- 


fciently coercive, nor reſtrain the Abuſe of Spirits ſo much 
a5 is hoped by thoſe that have ſtood up in its Vindication. | 
That it can encourage Drunkenneſs or encreaſe the Con- 


ſunption of diſtilled Liquors is ſurely impoſſible; for they 
are now drunk without Reſtraint, and therefore no Reſtraint 


will be taken away; and fince their Price muſt be encreaſed - 


by a double Duty, it may reaſonably be conceived, that 
thoſe who now ſpend all that they can gain by their Labour 
in Drunkenneſs, muſt be content with leſs than before, be- 
cauſe they will have no more to ſpend, and what has hi- 
therto enabled them to riot in Debauchery will no longer be 
ſuffcient for the ſame Purpoſes z the ſame Exceſs will require 

more Money, and more Money cannot be had. | 
© I do not affirm, my Lords, that the Succeſs of this Bill 
z demonſtrably certain, nor can I deny, that many Argu- 
ments have been alledged againſt it which cannot eaſtly ba 
confuted ; all that I can venture to aſſert is, that, in my 
x Yy2 = Opinion; 
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them by a new Law. 
But, my Lords, when they ſaw, that the Abaſe of di- 


ſtilled Liquors was in a very high wy e detrimental to the 
Publick, they ſaw likewiſe, that the 


rade of Diſtilling was 
of great Uſe, that it employed great Numbers of our Peo- 
ple, and conſumed a great Part of the Produce of our Lands; 
and that therefore it could not be ſuppreſſed, without in- 
juring the Publick, by reducing many Families to ſudden 
Poverty, and by depriving the Farmers of a Market for a 
great Part of their Corn. - In the Low Countries of the Welt 
of England, the Grain chat is chiefly cultivated is Barley, 
and that Barley is chiefly conſumed by the Diſtillers ; nor, 
if they ſhould be at once ſuppreſſed, could the Huſbandman 
readily ſell the Produce of his Labour and his Grounds, or 
the Landlord receive Rent from his Eſtate; ſince it would 
then produce nothing, or what is in Effect the ſame, nothin 
that could be ſold. 

© It is indeed poſſible, my Lords, that the Dutch might 
buy it ; but then it muſt be conſidered, that we muſt pay 
them Money for the Favour, ſince we allow a Præmium 
upon Exportation, and that we ſhall buy it back again in 
Spirits; and conſequently pay them for manufacturing our 


owa Product. For it is not to be imagined, that any Law 


will immediately reclaim the Diſpoſitions, or reform the 
Appetites of the People. They are well known to have 
drank Spirits before they were made in our Country, and 
to indulge themſelves at preſent in many Kinds of Luxury 
Which are yet loaded with a very high Tax. It is not 
therefore probable, that upon the Impoſition of a high Duty 
they will immediately deſiſt from drinking Spirits; they 
will indeed, as now, drink thoſe which can be moſt eafily 
procured , and if, by a high Tax ſuddenly impoſed, foreign 
Spirits be made cheaper than our own, foreign Spirits only 
will be uſed, our Diſtillery will be deſtroyed, and our Peo- 
ple will yet be unreformed. 
' © That heavy Taxes will not deter the People from any 
favourite Enjoyment, has been already ſhown by the Un- 
ſucceſsfulneſs of the laſt Attempt to reſtrain them from the 
Uſe of Spirits, and may be every Day diſcovered from the 
Uſe gf Tobacco which is univerſally taken by the common 
People, though a very high Duty is laid upon it, and tho 
a King thought it ſo pernicious that he employed his Pen 
againſt it“. The Commons therefore prudently forbore - 
uſe 


* King James the Firſt wrote a as call'd, A | Conterblſ again 
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aſe violent Meaſures, which might diſguſt the People, but An. 16. Geo, II. 


which they had no Reaſon to believe ſufficient to reform 
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them, and thought it more expedient to proceed by gentle 


Methods, which might operate by imperceptible Degrees, 
and which might be made more forcible and compulſive, if 
tzey ſhould be found ineffectual. 5 

Another Evil will by this Method likewiſe be avoided, 
which is the certain Conſequence of high Duties; this Tax 
will produce no clandeſtine Frauds nor rebellious Defiance 
of the Legiſlature; the Diſtillers will not be tempted to e- 
vade this Impoſt by Perjuries, too often practiſed, where 
the Profit of them is great, nor Smuglers to aſſemble in nu- 
merous Troops with Arms in their Hands, and carry im- 
ported Liquors through the Country by Force, in Oppoſi- 
tion to the Officers of the Cuſtoms, and the Laws of the 
Nation. That tles likewiſe is practiſed upon other Occa- 
ſions to eſcape heavy Taxes, every Day's Papers inform 


us, nor are there many Months in which ſome of the King's 


Officers are not maimed or murdered doing of their Duty. 
All theſe Evils, my Lords, and a Thouſand others, will 


be avoided by an eaſy Tax, in fayour of which I cannat 


but wonder, that it ſhould be neceſſary to plead ſo long, 
ſince every Nation, which has any Pretenſions to Civility 
or a. regular Government, will agree, that heavy Impoſts 
are not to be wantonly inflicted, and that Severity is never 
to be practiſed till Lenity has failed. | | 
It therefore appears to me, my Lords, that Juſtice, 
Reaſon, and Experience unite in favour of this Bill, and that 
nothing is to be feared from it, but that it will not. be ſuf- 
iciently coercive, nor reſtrain the Abuſe of Spirits ſo much 


as is hoped by thoſe that have ſtood up in its Vindication. | 
That it can encourage Drunkenneſs or encreaſe the Con- 


ſumption of diſtilled Liquors is ſurely impoſſible; for they 
are now drunk without Reſtraint, and therefore no Reſtraint 
will be taken away; and fince their Price muſt be encreaſed 
by a double Duty, it may reaſonably be conceived, that 
thoſe who' now ſpend all that they can gain by their Labour 
in Drunkenneſs, muſt be content with leſs than before, be- 
cauſe they will have no more to ſpend, and what has hi- 
therto enabled them to riot in Debauchery will no longer be 
ſuffcient for the ſame Purpoſes 3 the ſame Exceſs will require 

more Money, and more Money cannot be had. | 
* I do not affirm, my Lords, that the Succeſs of this Bill 
is demonſtrably certain, nor can I deny, that many Argu- 
ments have been alledged againſt it which cannot eaſily be 
confuted ; all that I can venture to aſſert is, that, in my 
| Yy2 ' + | © Opinion; 


| Mo (4 7- i 
An. 16. Geo. II. Opinion, the Reaſons for the Bill preponderate ; not that t 
174. thoſe againft it, are without Weight. . Sa... 7 
. of this, at leaſt, we are certain, that the Bill can 0 
duce no ill Conſequences, and that if the Experience of the c 
enſuing Year ſhall ſhow it to be ineffectual, it may be a. 
mended in the next Seſſion, by new Proviſions, which we ct 
ſhall be then more able to adjuſt for the Benefit of the p 
Publick. f | « 
All Laws, eſpecially thoſe which regard complicated WM x 
and intricate Affairs, have been perfected by Degrees; Ex. 0 
perience has diſcovered thoſe Deficiences which Sagacity Wl ; 
could not foreſee, and the Progreſs of human Wiſdom has 7 
been always flow. To charge any Scheme with Imperfec. Wl | 
tion is only to alledge, that it is the Production of Men, of a 
Beings finite in their Capacity and liable to Error; nor do t 
I ſee what can recommend to ſuch Beings, more than what 
the Government is now endeavouring to practiſe, that no- 
thing ſhould be done precipitately, and that - Experience 
ſhould always be truſted rather than Conjecture. 


Lord Lonsdale. The Lord Lonſdale ſpoke next to the Effect following: 
My Lords, | | 
The Arguments of the noble Lord have by no Means 
influenced me to alter my Opinion; nor do I now riſe np to 
pronounce a Recantation of any of my former Afertions, 
but to explain. one of them which the noble Lord has been 
pleaſed to controvert. 5 DS 
He obſerves, in Oppoſition to my Argument, that the 
Diſtillery contributes to the Conſumption of the Produce of 
our Grounds, and by Conſequence to the Advantage of 
thoſe who poſſeſs them ; but I, my Lords, am inclined to 
believe, that it produces a contrary Effect, and that it hin- 
ders the Conſumption, even of that Grain which is employ- 
ed in it. 5 | 
« We may reaſonably ſuppoſe, my Lords, that they who 
now drink diſtilled Liquors, would, if they were debarred 
from them, endeavour to obtain from Ale and Beer the ſame 
Relaxation of their Cares; and that therefore more Ale 
would be brewed as there would be more Purchaſers ; if 
there'ore the ſame Quantity of, Malt, which is .ſufficient, 
when diſtilled, to produce Intoxication, would, when brewed 
into Ale, have the ſame Effect, the Conſumption would fill 
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be the ſame, whether Ale or Spirits were in uſe; but it is | 
certain, that the fourth Part of the Malt which is neceſſary | 
to furniſh Ale for a Debauch, will, when rais'd in the Still, 
be ſufficient to ſatisfy the molt greedy Drunkard ; and it is 

| | 8 therefore 


S063 | 3 

that Ml therefore evident, that he who drinks Ale conſumes more An. 16. Geo. II, 
2 Barley by three Parts in four than he who indulges the Uſe 1742. 
pro- of Spirits, ſuppoſing them both equally criminal in the Ex- 
the ceſs of their Enjoy ments. | 
F* The noble Lord has taken Occaſion to mention Tobac- 
we WI co, as an Inſtance of the Obſtinacy with which the People 
the WI perſevere in a Practice to which they are addicted. Of the 
! Obſtiaacy of the People, my Lords, I am ſufficiently con- 
vinced ; but hope that it will never be able to overpower 
the Legiſlature, who ought to enforce their Laws and invi- 
gorate their Efforts in Proportion to the Exceſs of the Cor- 
ruption which they are endeavouring to extirpate ; nor do 
[ think ſo meanly of our Government as to believe it un- 
able to repreſs Drunkenneſs or Luxury, or in Danger of 
being ſubverted in a Conteſt about Spirits or Tobacco. 

Tobacco has indeed not very properly been produced 
as an Inſtance ; for T never heard, that, however it may be 
diſapproved by particular Men of whatever Rank or Abili- 
ties, it was prohibited by Law; nor ſhould I think any ſuch 
Prohibition neceſſary or reaſonable : For Tobacco, my Lords, 
is not Poiſon like diſtilled Spirits, nor is the Uſe of it fo 
much injurious to Health as offenſive to Delicacy. 

The poiſonous and deſtructive Quality of theſe Liquors 
is confeſſed by the noble Lord; a Conſeſſion with which I 
find it very difficult to reconcile his great Concern for the 
Diſtillery 3 for when it is once granted, that Spirits corrupt 
the Mind, weaken the Limbs, impair. Virtue, and ſhorten 
Life ; any Arguments in favour of thoſe who manufacture 
them come too late; ſince no Advantage can be equivalent 
to the Loſs of Honeſty and Life. When the noble Lord 
has urged, that the Diſtillery employs great Numbers of 
Hands, and therefore ought to be encouraged. — May it not, 
upon his own Conceſſion, be replied, that thoſe Numbers 
are employed in Murder, and that their Trade ought like 
chat of other Murderers to be ſtopped ? When he urges, 
that much of our Grain is conſumed in the Still, may we 
not anſwer, and anſwer irreſiſtibly, that it is conſumed by 
being turned into Poiſon, inſtead of Bread ? And can a 
ſtronger Argument be imagined for the Suppreſſion of this 
deteſtable. Buſineſs, than that it employs Multitudes, that it 
is gainful and extenſive ? 1 5 

Nor can I diſcover, my Lords, how the Care of pre- 
ſerving the Diſtillery is conſiſtent with the Ends which the 
Preamble to this Bill declares to be propoſed, or which the 
Advocates for it appear to defire. If the Conſumption of 
«/lilled Spirits is to be hindered, how is the Diſtillery to 

| Yy3 | remain 
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An. 16. Geo. II. remain uninjured? If the Trade of Diſtilling is, not to be 
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Z. of Aylesford. 


impaired, what ſhall hinder the Conſumption of Spirit 
So far as this Bill operates, the Diſtillers muſt be impoye. 
riſhed by it, and if they may properly and juſtly duke 


ſmall Diminution of their Profit for a ſmall Advantage 9 
the Publick, why will not a greater Benefit be equivalent u 


a greater Diminution ? LETS | 
Nothing, my Lords, is more apparent than that the rel 


Defign of this Bill, however its Defenders may endeavour 
to conceal it in the Miſts of Sophiſtry, is to lay only ſuch x 
Tax as may encreaſe the Revenue; and that they have 10 
Deſire of ſuppreſſing that Vice which may be made uſeſul 
to their private Purpoſe, nor feel any Regret in filling the Ex. 
chequer by the Slaughter of the People. _ 


The Earl of Aylesford then roſe up and ſpoke to the 

following Purport : | 
My Lords, . 1 

© The noble Lord who ſpoke laſt in Defence of this ney 
Scheme, appears to have imbibed very ſtrong Prejudices in 
favour of the Diſtillery, from which he finds it practicable 
to draw large Sums for the Support of the Meaſures which 
have been lately formed, and which he therefore conſiders 


as the moſt important and beneficial Trade of the Britjþ 


Nation. 

It is not improbable, my Lords, that in a ſhort Tine 
all the Proviſions which have been made by the Wiſdom 
of our Anceſtors for the Support of the Woollen Manafic- 
ture, will be transferred to the Encouragement of the Di- 
ſtillery which appears to be at preſent the reigning Fayou- 
Tite ; for it is evident, that both Manufactures cannot ſub- 
fiſt together, and that either muſt be continued to the Ruin 
of the other. | | 

Of theſe Rivals, which is doomed to fall, we may con- 
jecture from the Encomium juſt now beſtowed upon the Pru- 
dence of the Commons by whom the darling Diſtillery has 
been ſo tenderly treated ; yet that the Trade, in which the 
Bounty of Nature has enabled us to excel all other Nations 
of the World, may not be ſuffered to periſh in Silence, [ 
will take this Opportunity to declare, that this boaſted Pru- 
dence can, in my Opinion, produce no other Effects than 
Poverty and Ruin, private Calamities and general Wicked- 


neſs; that by encouraging Drunkenneſs at the Expence of 


Trade, it will ſtop all the Currents by which the Gold of 
foreign Nations has flowed upon us, and expoſe us to Con- 
guelt and to Slavery. 1 5 "5% 
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The Queſtion being then put, That the Bill do paſs, it An. 16 Ceo. II. 


was Reſolv'd in the. Affirmative. 
Content 59 Not Content | 38 
Proxies 23 5 82 | Proxies 1 55 


The following Lords enter'd their Diſſent, viz. the Abp 


of Canterbury, Dr Potter; the Biſhop of St Aſapb, Dr Ma- 
ar; Biſhop of London, Dr Gibſon ; Biſhop of Chichefter, Dr 
Mawſon ; Biſhop of Norawich, Dr Gooch ; Biſhop of Glouceſter, 
Dr Benſon ; Biſhop of Oxford, Dr Secker ; Biſhop of Exeter, 
Dr Claget ; Biſhop of Briftol, Dr Butler; Biſhop of Sarum, 
Dr Sherlock ; alſo by the Lords Romney, Stanhope and Ay- 
l:sford, the Duke of Beaufort, and Lord Gower, C. P. S. 
And a Proteſt was enter'd with the following Reaſons : 


J. Becauſe the Act of the gth of his preſent Majeſty, To 
© prevent the exceſſrve drinking of Spirituous Liquors, which 
« is by this Bill to be repealed, declares, * 
« ing of Spirituous Liquors or ſtrong Waters, is become very 
common, eſpecially amongſt the People of lower or inferior 
Rank, the conſtant and exceſſive Uſe whereof tends greatly 
« to the Deſtruction of their Healths, rendering them unfit 
« for uſeful Labour and Buſineſs, debauching their Morals, 
« and inciting them to perpetrate all Manner of Vices ; and 
« the ill Conſequences of the exceſſive Uſe of ſuch Liquors, 


hat the drink- 


2742, 


f 
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« are not confined to the preſent Generation, but extend to 


« future Ages, and tend to the Devaſtation and Ruin of this 
« Kingdom.“ We therefore apprehend, that if an Act de- 


* ſign'd to remedy ſuch indiſputable Miſchiefs was not found 
adequate to its ſalutary Intention, the Wiſdom of the Le- 


* eiſlature ought to have examin'd its Imperfections and ſup- 
© plied its Defects, and not have reſcinded it by a Law au- 
* thorizing the manifold Calamities it was calculated to pre- 
nnn... 5 32 
II. Becauſe the refuſing to admit the moſt eminent Phy- 
* ſicians to give their Opinions of the fatal Conſequences 
* of theſe poiſonous Liquors, may be conſtrued without 
* Doors as a Reſolution of this Houſe to 1 N. all au- 
* thentic Information of the pernicious Effects of the Health 
* and Morals of Mankind, which will neceſſarily flow from 
* the unreftrain'd Licentiouſneſs permitted by this Bill. 
III. Becauſe as it is the inherent Duty of every Legi- 
© flature to be watchful in protecting the yo! and preſer- 
* ving the Morals of the People, ſo the availing itſelf of 
their Vices, Debaucheries and conſequential Miſeries, to the 
PDeſtruction of Millions, is a manifeſt Inverſion of the fun- 
damental Principles of national Polity, and contrarient on 
« thole 


—— — — 
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6 
thoſe ſocial Emoluments by which Government alone iz 
© inſtituted. 
IV. Becauſe the Opulence and Power of a Nation de- 
* pend upon the Numbers, Vigour, and Induſtry of its Peg. 
ple; and its Liberty and Happineſs on their 'Temperance 


and Morality ; to all which this Bill threatens Deſtruction, 


* by authoriſing fifty thouſand Houſes, the Number admitted 
© in the Debate, to retale a Poiſon, which, by univerſal 
Experience, is known to debilitate the Strong, and d 

* the Weak ; to extinguiſh Induſtry, and to inflame thoſe 
© intoxicated by its malignant Efficacy, to perpetrate the moſt 


© heinous Crimes: For, what Confuſion and Calamities may, 


© not be expected, when near a Twentieth Part of the Houſe 
in this Kingdom ſhall be converted into Seminaries of Drun- 
© kenneſs and Profligacy, authoriſed and protected by the 
© Legiſlative Power? And as we conceive the Contributions 


to be paid by theſe infamous Receſſes, and the Money to 


© be raiſed by this deſtructive Project, are Conſiderations 
highly unworthy the Attention of Parliament, when com- 

* pared with the. extenſive Evils from thence ariſing ; ſo are 

ve of Opinion, that if the real Exigences of the Publick 
© required raiſing the immenſe Sums this Year granted, they 
could by no Means palliate the having Recourſe to a Sup- 

© ply founded on the Indulgence of Debauchery, the En- 
s couragement of Crimes, and the Deſtruction of the human 
© Race. 


"LEVY Chelterfield, Talbot, Hawerſham, Dunk Hali- 
fax, Briftol, Ailesbury. 

For the above Reaſons excepting the Second. Bedfirs, 
Oxford and Mortimer, Ward. 


Feb. 28. The Lords read a Bill the firſt Time for re 
pealing the Pot AR “. 

March 1. The Lords read a ſecond Time the ſaid Bill, 
and the firſt Time a Bill to convict Perſons found at large, 
after order'd for Tranſportation. The ſame Day the Lords 
finiſhed the Hearing of the great Cauſe wherein Alexander 
Hume Campbell, Eſq; was Appellant, and David Home and 
John Sinc/air Reſpondents 3 when the Decree of the Lords 
of Seſlion of Scotland was revers'd, and Mr John Sinclair 
caſt 1 in the Penalty of 500 J. F. 


March 


* This Act was paſs*d 12 Geo, I. And thereby a Sum not leſs than 
one Pound, nor more than fix, yearly, was payable by every Victvualler 
within the Bills of Mortality ; and no Beer or Ale was to be ſold out of 
their Houſe in any Veſſel of leſs Meaſure than a Gallon, 

+ See the 13th Volume of the Commons, P. 50. 
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March 7. The Lords read a firſt Time the Annuity and An. 16. 


Lottery Bills.” Read a ſecond Time the Mutiny Bill. In 
a Committee, went through the Bill for the more eaſy Con- 
viction of Perſons returning from Tranſportation, with ſeve- 
ral Amendments. Alſo, in a Grand Committee, went thre” 
the Bill for repealing the Pot Act, and reported it without 
Amendment. Alſo a Bill to puniſh Perſons who ſhall aſſiſt 
Priſoners to eſcazſ ee. 5 of 

March g. The Lords read a third Time, and paſſed the 
Bill for repealing. the Pot Act; alſo the Bill | for puniſhing 


| Perſons who ſhall aſſiſt Priſoners to eſcape from Priſon. Read 


a ſecond Time the Bill for raifing One Million by Annuities 
at three per Cent. and '800,000 /. by a Lottery for 1743. 
Ina Grand Committee went thro' the Mutiny Bill, and re- 
ported it without Amendment. Read a firſt Time the Bill 
to impower Juſtices to act in certain Caſes. 


March 10. The Lords read a third Time and paſſed the 


Mutiny Bill. Read a firſt Time a Bill for - further quieting 
and eſtabliſhing Corporations, which was ordered a ſecond 
Reading, and the Lords to be ſummon'd. * 

The ſaid Bill is as follows: 


xu H E NEA S, as the Law now ſtands, Members of Bill for farther 
© Corporations are liable to be proſecuted and dis franchiſed for duieting Corpo- 
* being unduly elected, and for other Cauſes, without any * 


Limitation of Time, to their great Expence, Vexation and 
Trouble; and, in many Caſes, to the great Confuſion, and 
' ſometimes to the Overturning and Diſſolution of the Corpo- 
* rate Bodies of which they are Members: For Remedy 
* thereof, and for eſtabliſhing the Peace and Quiet of Corpo- 


' rations, may it pleaſe your moſt excellent Majeſty, That it 


may be enacted, And be it enacted. by the King's moſt 
excellent Majeſty, by and with the Advice and Conſent of 
* the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this 
' preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the Authority of the 
ſame, That from and after the Day of 
no Perſon who hath been or ſhall be in the actual Poſſeſſion of 
any Office or Offices of Mayor, Bailiff, . Recorder, Alder- 
man, Jurat, Common: Council, Capital Burgeſs, Town- 
Clerk; or other Office or Offices of Magiſtracy or Employ- 
ment, relating to or concerning the Government of any Ci- 
ty, Corporation, Borough or Cinque-Port, ſhall be remov'd 
from the ſame, or proſecured for the Exerciſe thereof, for 
* or by Reaſon of any Diſability, or - Want of | Qualification 
* for ſuch Office or Offices, or for or by Reaſon of any undue 


or irregular Election or Admiſſion to ſuch Office or Offices, 


/ 
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An. 16. Geo. I1, © or for or by Reaſon of any Forfeiture of the ſame ; nor ſhal! 
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* 


-© ted for the unlawful Exerciſe of ſuch Office or Offices within 


* any Forfeiture or Penalty be incurr'd, nor the Right of any 
* ſuch Officer or Officers be call'd in Queſtion, nor ſhall any 
* of their Acts, not yet avoided, be queſtion'd or avoided, 
© unleſs ſuch Perſon or Perſons be removed from, or proſecu- 
c after ſuch Perſon or Perſons hath 
* or have been, or ſhall be elected or admitted to, or placed 
in, or firſt in the actual Poſſeſſion of ſuch Office or Office, 
* or after ſuch Diſability, Want of Qualification, or Forfei. 
ture firſtincurr'd : And unleſs (in Caſe of a Proſecution) the 


© ſame be carried on with Effect and due Diligence; Provided 


always, That nothing herein contained ſhall extend, or be 

conſtrued to extend to invalidate or make void any Charter 
© heretofore granted, or accepted by any City, Corporation, 
Borough, or Cinque Port; nor to make good the Election 


_ © of any ſuch Officer or Officers, againſt whom any Judgment 


Account of the 
Motives for 


bringing in the 


faid Bill. 


of Ouſter ſhall have been enter'd, or given upon an Informati- 
© on, in the Nature of a 2uo Warranto, or whoſe Election 
© ſhall have been avoided upon any Writ of Mandamus, on or 
* before the Day of 


This Bill took its Riſe from 2n Appeal which came 
before the Houſe on the firſt of December. For illuſtrating 
of which it is neceſſary to obſerve that in the Report“ of the 
Secret Committee appointed to inquire into the Conduct of 
the Earl of Orford, the ſaid Committee ſet forth, That, 
at the Approach of the late Elections, Mr Jordan, then 
© Mayor of Weymouth, and Melcombe Regis, and Mr Tucker, 
© were very earneſtly ſolicited to aſſiſt the Friends of Sir 
© Robert Walpole : But Intreaties having been found fruit- 
© leſs, Menaces were afterwards made Ufe of, and Mr 0/- 
„us, one of the Candidates declared, that Mr Tucker, 
© by refuſing to concur with him, would expoſe himſelf to 
certain Ruin, and the Charter to certain Subverſion ; and 
further, that , fair Means would not do, foul muſt.” 

However Threats and Solicitations were equally diſregatd- 
ed, and Repreſentatives were returned of Principles con- 
trary to the Intereſt of the then Miniſtry. F Soon afterwards 


Mr Fordan was deprived of the Office of Land Waiter of 


Weymouth, though, before the general Election, he had been 


offered the Poſt of Collector: And an Information againſt 
Mr Tucker and the Corporation was filed in the Court of 
King's Bench, by an Attorney of S? Clements Danes. Mr 


Tucker 


* See the ſaid Report at Large, in the 13th Vol. of the CeMmMoNse 
+ See the Liſt of the Parliament in, the ſame Volume. 


* 
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Tucker was required by a 2uo Warrants to ſhow, by what An. 16. Geo; II. 
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Authority he exerciſed the Office of Mayor of Weymoath : 
Iſſue was joined upon eight Facts which were all. determined 


in favour of Mr Tucker, by a ſpecial Jury of Gentlemen at 
the Aſſizes at Dorcheſter, But Mr Tucker having alleged a 
'By-Law of the Corporation, a Demurrer upon that Allega- 


tion was argued in the Court of King's Bench, where Judg- 
ment was given againſt Mr Tucker, that he ſhouldbe one 
or removed from the Mayoralty in favour of another who 
had already been ſet up againſt him ; but to whom the Cor- 
poration refuſed to ſubmit. Mr Tucker hereupon appealed 
to the Houſe of Lords. - = 3 EN 
Printed Copies of the Caſe * were preſented to everyLord, 
| | | and 


* The follow:ing is the CAsRE of Richard Tucker, E: the 


| . Appellant. | 
"HE general Point in Diſpute is, Whether Richard Tucker was duly 
£ & elected Mayor of Weymouth and Melcombe Regis, in the County of 
Dorſet, upon the Feaſt of St Matthew, the Apoſtle, in the Year 1740, 


, evhich is the 8 or the Election of Mayors, and the fingle Ob- 
| j:Hion to ſuch Election 


eing, That he was at the Time of ſuch his Elec- 
tion one of the Aldermen of the ſaid Borough and Town: The only Que- 
ion is, Whether an Alderman of the ſaid Borough and Town may be 
elected Mayor. | LS 

This Borough vas incorporated by a Charter of King James I. dated the 
firſt of July, in the 14th Tear 7 bis Reign, by the Name of Mayor, Al- 
dermen, Bailiffs, Burgeſſes, an 
Weymouth and Melcombe Regis, in the County of Dorſet, evhich eftabliſhes 
the Corporation to conſiſt of one Mayor, divers Aldermen (without aſcertain- 
ing the Number, ) two Bailiffs, and twenty four Capital Burke et; then 
rminates John Roy, the firſt Mayor, and Richard Pitt, and ten others only, 
by Name, the firſt Aldermen, and to continue for Life, unleſs removed for 
Miſbebaviour, by the Mayor, Aldermen, Bailiffs, and Principal or Capital 
Burgeſſes. The Charter then nominaves Henry Mitchel and Roger Fry the 


firſt Bailiffs, to continue in the ſame Office until t200 other of the Burgeſſes 


& Inhabitants of the ſaid Borough or Town ſhould be elected. And then 

£ppoints by Name the twenty four firſt principal Burgeſſes, of which Num- 
ter the ſaid Henry Mitchel 'and Roger Fry ( the firſt nominated Bailiffs,) 
ere alſo two of the firſt nominated Capital Burgeſſes, and the 27 — Capital 
pee are to continue in their Offices for Life, unleſs removed for Miſbe- 
AUINMNY, 


The Charter proceeds to give Direction, how the Mayor and Bailiffs are 


annually to be elected; how, when, and in what Caſe the Places of Alder- 


men vacant, upon Death or Remwoal, are to be ſupplied ; and alſo, how 
the Places of Capital Burgeſſes vacant, upon Death or Removal, are to be 
ſupplied : And the ſeveral Clauſes in the Charter for thoſe Purpoſes reſpec 

tively are in the Words following, © 
Er ultertus Volumus, ac per præſentes pro nobis, Hæredibus & Succeſſo- 
ridus noſtris, concedimus præfatis Majori, Aldermanis, Ballivis, Burgen- 
ſibus, & Communitati Burgi & Ville prædictæ & Succeſſoribus ſuis, quod 
Major & Aldermani Burgi & Villæ prædictæ pro tempore exiſtente vel 
major pars eorum, de tempore in tempus, perpetuis futuris temporibus 
ſolam & plenam Poteſtatem & Auctoritatem habeant & 6 
. nomi- 


-Commonalty of the Borough and Town of 
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An. 16. Geo. II. and the Council endeavoured. to ſhew on one Side, that it 


1742 could not be the Intention of the Charter to exclude an Al- 
derman of Weymouth from the Mayoralty : And on the 

Debate on an Ap- other, that an Alderman was by the whole Tenor of the 
peal relating to Charter diſtinguiſhed from a Burgeſs, and that being di- 
= age: we _ rected by their Charter to chooſe a Mayor from among the 
th, Burgeſſes, they were not at Liberty to chooſe an Alderman. 


Weymouth, 
Lord Talbot. The Council being withdrawn, Lord Talbot ſpoke to the 
following Effect. | 
| My Lords, 2X 


© I have attended with the utmoſt Diligence to the Ar. 
guments which have been offered on each Side, and haye 
| endeavoured 


& nominandi, & quod eligere & nominare poſſint & valeant annuatim 
& quolibet anno in perpetuum in Guilbalda Burgi & Villæ prædictz, 


aut in aliquo alio loco conveniente, intra Burgum & Villam preediftam 
congregati & aſſemolati ia Feſto five Die ſancti Mattbæi Apoſtoli quatur 


de Burgenſ. five INHABITANTIBUs Burgi ſive Ville prædictæ, ex qui- 
bus quatuor fic nominandis & eligend. Major, Aldermani, Ballivi, -prin- 
cipales Burgenſ. ac alii Burgenſes & Inhabit. Burgi & Ville pred. pro 
tempore exiſtente (ad hoc etiam ibidem eodem die congreg. & aſſemblati) 
plenam habeant & habebunt poteſtatem & auctoritatem, per majorem 
partem vocum eorundem ſic congregatorum, eligere & præficere unum 
fore & eſſe Majorem Burgi & Villæ pre lictæ. Et ulterius Volumus, ac 
per præſentes pro nobis, Hæredibus & Succeſſoribus noſtris, concedimus 
prefatis Majori, Aldermanis, Ballivis, Burgenſibus & Communitati Bur- 
gi & Villæ prædictæ, & Succeſſoribus ſuis, quod Major, Aldermani, Bal- 
livi, & principales Burgenſes Burgi & Villæ prædictæ pro tempore exiſten- 
te, vel major pars eorum de tempore in tempus perpetuis futuris tempo- 
ribus poteſtatem ac auctoritatem habeant ac habebunt eligendi & nomi- 
naadi, & quod eligere & nominare poſſint & valeant in Guilhalda Burgi 
ſive Villæ prædictæ, congregati & aſſemblati in prædicto Feſto ſive Die 
ſancti Mather quolibet Anno in perpetuum duos de Burgenſ. vel Inga- 
BITANTIBUS Burgi & Ville prædictæ fore & eſſe Ballivos ejuſdem 
Burgi & Ville. Er fs contigeret Aldermanos Burgi & Ville preditz 


poſterum mori vel ab officiis illis amoveri vel decedere (quoſquidem Al- 
dermanos & eorum aliquem vel aliquos pro mala gubernatione aut pro 
aliqua alia cauſa rationabile per Majorem & reliquos Aldermanorum ac 
Ballivorum & principal. Burgenſ. Burgi & Ville prædictæ pro tempore 
exiſtente, vel majorem partem eorundem amobilem & amobiles eſſe vo- 
lumus) eoque tempore mortis amotionis vel deceſſu hujuſmodi Aldermant 
vel Aldermanorum non erint Octo Aldermani ſuperviventes & remanen- 
tes, quod tune & toties bene liceat & licebit Majori & Aldermanis ſu- 
perviventibus & remanentibus, nec non Ballivis & Principalibus Burgenſ. 
Burgi et Villæ predictæ pro tempore exiſtente, ve] majori parti eorun- 
dem in Cnilbalda Villæ prædictæ ad hoc congregatis tot quot defecerint 
de prædicto numero Octo Aldermanorum ex Burgenſ. vel Inhabitant. 
Burgi et Villæ prædictæ in Aldermanum vel Aldermanos Burgi et Ville 
prædictæ eligere et preficere, Et fi contigerit aliquem vel aliquos de 
praedictis viginti quatuor principalibus Burgenſibus Burgi et Villæ præ- 
dictæ pro tempore exiſtente, aliquo temy ore impoſterum obire vel an 


pro tempore exiſtente, aut corum aliquem vel aliquos aliquo tempore im- 
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endeavoured to balance them with the utmoſt Impartiality, An. 16. Geo. If. 


nor have I ſuffered any Prejudices to influence my Judgment; 
and, therefore, cannot but hope, that I ſhall find other Lords 


of the ſame Opinion with myſelf, ſince I have not. very 
often found Opinions different, but where apparent Regard 
has been ſhewn to Diff:rence of Intereſt. 

Upon conſidering the Charter, and the State of the 
Place to which it was granted, it appears very unlikely to 
me, that an Alderman ſhould be excluded from being 
Mayor; it appears yet more unlikely, that the Charter 
ſhould have been miſunderſtood by the Monarch that grant- 
ed it, and that it ſhould have been broken almoſt every 


Year ' 


ficiis illis amoveri vel decedere (quoſquidem principales Burgenſes et eo- 
rum aliquem vel aliquos in officiis illis ſe non bene gerentem vel geren- 
tes, aut pro aliqua alia cauſa rationabile per Majorem, Aldermanos, Bal- 
livos, et cæteros principales Burgenſes Burgi et Ville prædictæ vel ma- 
jorem partem eorundem amobilem et amobiles eſſe volumus) quod tunc 
et toties bene liceat et licebit præfatis Majori, Aldermanis, Ballivis, et 
caeteris princip. Burgenſ. Burgi et Villæ prædictæ pro tempore exiſtente, 
vel majori parti eorundem ſeipſos in Guilbalda Burgi et Villæ prædictæ 


aſſemblare et congregare et ibidem unum alium five plures alios de Bur- 


genſ. five Inhabitaatibus Burgi et Villæ prædictæ in locum five loca 
ipſius vel ipſorum principalium Burgenſium fic' mori vel amoveri contin- 
gentis vel contingentium eligere nominare et preficere ad ſupplend. 
pixditum numerum viginti-quatuor princip. Burgenſ. Burgi et Villæ 
reIte, 
N By the Charter every Mayor, after he hath executed that Office, becomes 
an Alderman for his Life: The Clauſe for which Purpoſe is in the Words 
following-: Et ulterius Volumus, ac per praeſentes pro nobis, Haeredibus et 
Succeſſoribus noſtris, concedimus praefatis Majori, Aldermannis, Balli- 
vis, Burgenfibus Communitati Burgi et Villae praedictae et ſucceſſbribus 
ſuis, quod quaelibet perſona qui officium Majoris Burgi et Villae prac- 
dictae aliquo tempore impoſterum exercebit, fi pro mala gubernatione ſua 
non amoveatur, immediate poſt executionem ejuſdem nominabitur, fit et 
erit Aldermanus Burgi et Villae praedictae, continuandum in officio illo, 
Aldermani ejuſdem Burgi et Villae durante vita ſua naturali, fi tam diu 
in eodem ſe bene geſſerit. 

There is a Clauſe in the Charter, confirming all antient Uſages, Cuſtoms, 
&c. Alſo a Clauſe giving Power to the Mayor, Aldermen, Bailiffs, and 
Capital Burgeſſes, or the major Part of them, to make Bye-Laws for the 
Government of the ſaid Borough. 

Under this Charter the Corporation baue ever ſince ated, and it was 
never objected that an Alderman (if at the ſame time be ⁊vas a Burgeſs or 
Inbabitant) wwas incapable of being elected Mayor of this Corporation: 
And in Fae it appears from the Record Books 3 to the Corporation. 


and wvas proved at the Tryal of this Cauſe at the Afixes at Dorcheſter the 


12th Day of March, 1740, that to the Time of the ſaid Richard Tucker*s 
Election there was but one Inſtance, to wit, in the Year 1720, wherein 
there ævas not either one or more Aldermen or Capital Burgeſſes upon the No- 
ration for Mayor. And that an Alderman has generally been elected 
Mayor ever ſince the Charter; and that moſt of the 7 Aldermen named 
n tbe Charter quere afterwards elected Mayors, and frequently a Capital 

| Burgeſs 


by 1742. N 


An. x6. Geo. II. Year for more than a Century, without any Notice of the 


1742. 


nerally been elected from among ſt the Aldermen and Capit 
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Violation, till the Slaves of the late Miniſter had their 82. 
gacity ſharpened by a Participation of the Spoils of the Peg. 
ple, and their Induſtry excited by the Approach of Danger, 
the Danger of loſing their Patron, and ſharing his Puniſh. 

ment. | | 
* The Improbability of ſuch a Series of uninterrupted, 
unregarded Errors is ſo great, that I am convinced of the 
Rcctitude of the Practice which has been now cenſured, and 
believe, that it has continued ſo long without Impeachment, 
only becauſe it was known to be conſiſtent with the Charter, 
and no oflicious Informer had yet been found, who would 
. - attempt 


Burgeſs hath been elected Mayer; and that ſeldom an Inhabitant not bein 
alſo an Alderman. or a Capital Burgeſs wvas elected Mayor. The Fatt hat 
alſo been, and was proved, that the * of the ſaid Borough have ge- 
of B urgeſſer; 
And alſo, that the Aldermen hawe been generally elected from among ft the 
Capital Burgeſſes ; altho* the Words of the Charter as to the Election 9 
Bailiffs, and alſo Aldermen, are, that they are to be cleed out of the Bur- 
geſſes or Inhabitants, : 

There is no known Diſtinction in this Town between a Burgeſs and an 
Inhabitant. » | 
 Uppn the Feaſt of St Matthew, the Apoſtle, 1740, the Mayor of the Bi. 
rough, and the Aldermen, Bailiffs, and Capital Burgeſſes or «habitants 
aſſembled for the Election of a Mayor; and for that Purpoſe the Mayu 
and Aldermen nominated four, John Tucker, Eſq; the ſaid Richard 
Tucker, John Friend, and John Carſwell, all Burgeſſes and Inhabitants of 
the ſaid Borough : And thereupon ſuch Nomination being declared, the Mayer, 
Aldermen, Bailiffs, Capital Burgeſſes, and other Burgeſſes, and Inhabitant, 
by a Plurality of Voices, elected the ſaid Richard Tucker Mayor, ⁊ubo was 
afterwards ſworn and took upon bimſelf the Office. by 

In Hilary Term following ſuch Election (to wit) 1740, an Information 
in the Nature of a Quo Warranto was granted againſt the ſaid Richard 
Tucker, charging him ⁊uitb an Uſurpation of the ſaid Office of Mayor; 
evhich Information appears to be proſecuted by Mr Leonard Martin of & 
Clement's Danes, in the County of Middleſex, an Attorney at Law, who 
is the Relator in ſuch Information. 

The ſaid Richard Tucker appeared and pleaded to this Information ix 
the ſame Term, : h 

He pleaded the Charter and ſeveral of the Clauſes therein; and alleged 
according to the foregoing Relation, that upon the Feaſt of St Matthew, 
the Apoſile, 1740, one Richard Jordan being then Mayor, the ſaid Mayor 
and Aldermen aſſembled in order to chooſe four of the Burgeſſes, &c. and 
then traverſes the Uſurpation and prays Judgment. | 

Upor this Plea the Profecutor by his Replication ( after hawing |. admitted 
the Charter) denies the ſeveral Facts pleaded by Richard Tucker. 

He demes, 

T. That the Mayor and Aldermen did aſſemble for the Purpoſe alledged. 

2. That the majer Part of the Mayor and Aldermen did chooſe and no- 
minate the. ſaid [ohn Tucker, the ſaid Richard Tucker, the ſaid John 
Friend, and John Carſwell, for the Purpoſe alledged. | 

3. That the ſaid four Perſons were declared to the Mayor, Aldermen 

Aa | Ball fi, 


be reverſed. 2 


C49 )- 3 
attempt to diſturb a Corporation in the Exerciſe of their An. 16. Geo. II. 


legal Rights. FO | 

I need not, therefore, inform your Lordſhips, that I 
think the Judgment of the Court of King's-Bench erroneous, 
and the Precedent which it may afford remarkably dange- 
rous ; and, therefore, I think myſelf engaged in the Defence 
of Truth, the Oppoſition of Tyranny, and the Support of 
the Conſtitution, when I move, that this Judgment ſhould 


The Lord Chancellor then roſe and ſpoke to the follow- Lord Hardwick. 


ing Effect: 5 8 
My Lords, b 
© I have no Intention of oppoſing the noble Lord whoſe 
Opinion has been delivered, and whom I have heard with 
5 | the 


Bailiffs, Principal Burgeſſes, and other Burgeſſes and Inhabitants, for the 
Purpoſe alledged, | 5 

4. That the ſaid Richard Tucker was elected and preferred to be 
Mayor. | 

: That the ſaid Richard Tucker did take the Oath of Office, and 0- 
ther Oaths requiſite. — | 

6. That the ſaid Richard Jordan wwas- Mayor of the ſaid Borough. 

7. That the ſaid Richard Tucker ⁊vas admitted into the ſaid Office of 
Mayer as alledged in his Plea 3; upon all _ ſeven Facts Iſſue vas joined. 
be Proſecutor _ in. his Replication, alledges a Cuſtom, that if on the 
Charter Day for the Election of a Mayor, there happened to be leſs than 
eight Aldermen alive, it hath always been_uſual for the Mayor, & c. to gs 
to the Election of an Alderman, or Aldermen, to make up the Number eight, 
before the Election of a Mayor. | 

Ard further ſets forth (by way of Objection to the ſaid Richard Tuck- 
ers Election) that tho* he admits the ſaid John Tucker, Richard Tucker, 


John Friend, and John Carſwell were all Tribabitants of the ſaid Bo- 


1 yet they evere all of them at the ſame Time alſo Aldermen of the 
aid Borough. VE | 
The Defcndant by his Rejoinder to this Replication, after proteſting that 
there <vas no ſuch Cuſtom of filling up the Vacancies of Aldermen, &c. ſays 
as to the Fact, that there were eight Aldermen then in Being in the ſaid 
Berough, upon the ſaid Feaſt Day of St Matthew the Apoſtle (the Day of 
the ag Richard Tucker's Election) upon which Fact the eighth Iſſue 1s 
fined, : | 
And the ſaid Richard Tucker further pleads in bis Rejoinder, after ad- 
ning that himſelf, the ſaid John Tucker, John Friend, and John 
Ciriwe}l, evere Aldermen when nominated for the Office of Mayor, that 
1 f. the firſt, by his Charter, granted that the Mayor, Aldermen, 
Eailijs, and principal Burgeſſes, or the major Part of them (of whom the 
Mayor to be one) upon a publick Summons to be made by the Mayor, ſhould 
Fave Power to make ſuch reaſonable Laws, &c. as ſhould ſecm neceſſary for 
the Ccaternment of the Town, &c. And further ſaith, that ſoon after the 
granting the ſaid Letters Patent, to wit, on the firſt Day of September, in 
tte fourteenth Year of the ſaid King, the Mayor, Aldermen, Bailiffs, and 
trixcipal Burgeſſes aſſembled according to the Power granted to them 53 and 
rate a certain Law in Writing, call'd a Bye-Law, (tho" not now 
extant 
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An. 16. Geo. II. the Regard which his Abilities demand, and which his Zeat 


1742. 


bim ceaſe to be a Burgeſs or Inbabitant. 


f „ | 


naturally enforces, nor ſhall I now deliver my Opinion on 
the Queſtion before us, having no other Intention than to 


remind your Lordſhips of the eſtabliſhed Order of this 


Houſe. ; 

When a Writ of Error is to be examined here, it is the 
conſtant Practice to conſult the Judges before any Motion is 
made; a Practice not only eſtabliſhed by Cuſtom, but ſup- 
ported by Reaſon ; for the Diſcuſſion of a Queſtion ought 
to precede. its Decifion ; and, in order to the Diſcuſſion of 
it, every Lord ought to endeavour to underſtand it in its 


whole Extent, which cannot always be expected from thoſe 


whoſe 


© extant in Writing ) that from b. * the Mayor and Aldermen being aſ- 
a 


ſembled for the Nomination of a or, ſpould be at Liberty whenever it 
ſhould ſeem meet to name four of the Burgeſſes or Inhabitants, ⁊ubo ſhould be 
then all Aldermen, or 4whereof,, one or more of them ſhould be Aldermen, in 
order that out of the ſaid four, one might be elected Mayor for the Year then 
enſuing, which Law has ever fince been obſerved, 7, +, „„ 
The Proſecutor admits the Power to make Bye- Laꝛus, as in the now Plain- 
t. Fs Rejcinder is ſet forth : But as to the ſaid Plea of Plaintiff ſo above 
pleaded by Way of Rejoinder in this, that the Mayor, Aldermen, Bailiff, 
and principal Burgeſſes did make ſuch Bye-Law as therein mention d, the 
ſaid Proſecutor demurs. | x | 
And the ſaid Richard Tucker joined in ſuch Demurrer. *. 
Te ſeveral Iſſues above ſet forth, were tried at Dorcheſter Aſize: the 
12th of March, 1740, by a ſpecial Fury of Gentlemen, and the Fury 
their Verdict for the Apellant, Mr Tucker, in every one of the ſaid Iſſue. 
But upon arguing the ſaid Demurrer in the Court of King's Bench in Eifter 
Term following, the ſaid Court gave ret / Oufter againſt Mr Tucker, 
and that the Relator ſhould recover Cofts againſt him, by the Statute of the 
t of Queen Anne. Whereupon the ſaid Richard Tucker has brought his 
Writ of Error, and aſſign'd the general Errors, and humbly hopes that the 
Said Judgment ſhall be reverſed for the following and other Reaſons, © 
I. An Alderman is as much a Burgeſs or Inhabitant as any other Burgeſs 
or Inhabitant. His being choſen into the fee of Alderman, does not mate 
s If be is a Burgeſs or Inhabitant, 
be is qualified by the Words of the Charter to be ele ed Mayor. And if 
the Words and Letter wo Charter allow this Conſtruci ion, the Senſe and 
Spirit of the Charter plainly require it; for there is nothing more evident, 


than that the Charter, (as it were a Key to itſelf) conſiders Aldermen or 


Capital Burgeſſes, as not ceafing to be Burgeſſes or Inhabitants, but as con- 
tinaing capable of any Office wvhich any Inbabitant may enjoy. Henry Mit- 
chell, and Roger Fry are appointed the two firſt Bailiffs under the Charter, 
notwithſianding, the ſaid Henry Mitchel, and Roger Fry, are alſo among f 
the four and twenty firſt named Capital Burgeſſes in the Charter, And tbe 
befere flated Clauſc relating to the Election of Bailiffs, is in the fame Warts 


" as that relating to the Mayor, to wit, that the Bailiff ate to be choſen out 


of the Burgeſjes or Inhabitants, ⁊ubich as ftrongly excludes a ital Bur- 
geſs from the Office of Bailiff, as the other Clauſe relating to t Election 
of a Mayor does an Alderman or Capital Burgeſs from the Office of Map. 

II. It is ſcarce poſſible to conceive that the Crown, after having by . the 
Carter ſelected cut and named 38 of the principal Burgelſes or _— 
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whoſe Education has not made them acquainted with the An. 16. Geo. I. 


Niceties of Law. For this Reaſon the ſudges are required 
to attend the Houſe, to whom every Lord may propoſe 
ſuch Queſtions as appear to him neceſſary to a perfect Intel- 
ligence of the Affair before him; and in Caſes of this Kind, 
the Opinion of the Judges has been generally the Founda- 
tion or Rule of the Determinations of the Houſe. 


To move for the. Deciſion of the Queſtion, before the 


Sentiments of the Judges are heard, is wholly contrary to 
the Order eſtabliſhed by the Wiſdom of the [Anceſtors of 
your Lordſhips, to whom it would have appeared a Deciſion 
before Examination, or at leaſt an Attempt to precipitate a 

Vor. VIII. Part 2. Z 2 e 


ef the Towon, to wit, one for Mayor, two for Bailiffs, eleven for Aldermen, 
twenty-four for capital Buyefe » ſhould intend thereby for ever after to 
make thoſe principal Inhabitants incapable of bearing the Office of Mayor, 
or Fuſtice Kg the Peace, The unavoidable Conſequence of which would be 
(in ſo ſmall a Town as Weymouth) that after 38 are made incapable, the 
Office of the greateſt Truſt and Power muſt devolve upon the meaneſt of the 
Inhabitants : For 7 by the Charter an Alderman is incapable of being choſen 
a Mayor, a capital Burgeſs is alſo incapable of being elefted Mayor, or Al- 
derman; and 2 that neither an po or capital Burgeſs is capable of 
being elected a Bailiff. 5 he | 

III. The Charter appoints but eleven Aldermen, as the Number of Alder - 
men thought ſufficient for the Government of this Town, and directs that eve» 

Mayor (after he has executed that Office) ſhall be an Alderman for Life + 
ir therefore the Charter is to be conſtrued neceſſarily to enforce the annual Elec- 
tim of Mayors to be out of the Inbabitants, not Aldermen, there might have 
been within 50 Years after the Charter, and might very probably now have 
been 50 Aldermen within this little Town :; Ao the Coarter gives no Power 


t elect an Alderman, unleſs the Number of Aldermen comes to be under eight 3 


but if new Aldermen muſt of Neceſſity be annually intraduc d into the Corpo- 


ration, by chuſing an Inhabitant not = an Alderman, Mayor; it can- 
mt be preſumed, that. this Power of electing an Alderman ſhould ever tale 
Place, | | 

IV. The Election of Mr Tucker is conformable to the conſtant and unin- 
terrupted Uſage ever ſince the Charter, now upwards of 125 Years ; this 
Uſage was fully prov” d before the Fudge and Fury who tried the Cauſe, and 
all the eight Iſues were found for Me Tucker, that be was duly elected, 
ras, and ſworn, &c. into his Office of Mayor. 

V. This Uſage is alſo confeſſed * e Demurrer, which admits and con- 
ies the Bye-Law (not extant in Writing 3) and it would be of dangerous 
Conſequence to Corporations in general, as well as to this Corporation in par- 


ticular, if their Charters are to be explained by nite and critical Conſtructiont 


upon Words contrary to the Senſe in which ſuch Words have been underſtood 
fer Centuries, and the Interpretation of them by conſtant Uſage, from the 
Granting of the Charters. +. ' | : 

V1. There is ſcarce a Corporation in England but might be overturned by 
ſuch Conſtruction, and the Uſe made of it in the preſent Caſe is to prove, that 
this Corporation was diſſolved from the firſt Year 2 the Charter, now 
125 Years ago : And a Motion to that End, and to draw the Right of this 
Corporation to hold a corporate Afembly into Queſtion, was grounded imme» 
Gately upon this Determination: For the ſame Proſecutor, Mr Leonard 


£742. 
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F An. 16. Geo. II. Sentence, without due Regard to the Forms of the Houſe, Wl « 
; PT 1743. to thoſe Forms which cannot be neglected, without obſtruc- ll * 
| ting the End for which they were introduced. | | 6 
| © 'That this Aﬀair, therefore, may be more diligently 
examined, and better underſtood, I will, with your Lord. 
ſhips Leave, propoſe the chief Queſtions to the Judges, tha 
q the Arguments upon which the Sentence of the Court wa 
| founded may be heard, and hope that every other Lord 
will propoſe ſuch Queſtions as may contribute to his om 

Satisfaction. | | 7 | 

Two Queſtions were then put to the Judges. 7 

3 IJ. Whether an Alderman of the Borough of Weymouth 
js a Burgeſs of the ſaid Borough, and is capable of being 
| « put 


Martin, in Trinity Term laft, upon Afidawits that pointed out no other Ol. 
| jection to the Rights either of the Mayor or Aldermen ¶ ſave and except that 
3 the Mayor was an Alderman when choſen Mayor, and that the 
| had been elected Aldermen in the Mayoralties of and under Mayors eleftel 
| 


nn =o oo on #5 ww e Wo. 


from amongſt the Aldermen ) moved the Court of King's Bench for Leave 
| file an Information in Nature of a Quo Warranto againſt the Mayor ant 
_ major Part of the Corporation, to ſhew by what Authority they beld a er- 
' : | forate Aſjembly upon the 21ſt of September (the Charter Day) then laſt uf 
1 for the Nomination of a Mayor? and by ⁊wbat Authority they made ſicb 
Nemination ? and alſo by what Authority they and the reft of the Inbabitum 
aſſembled had elected a Mayor? Upon this Motion the Court of King's Bench 
granted a Rule for the Corporation to ſhew Cauſe why ſuch an Informatim, 
as prayed, fpould net be granted; but upon ſhewing Cauſe againſs thi ( 
Rule, the Rule was inlarged, and now hand; over, by reaſon that thi 
Writ of Error was depending, | 7 
N. : Gundry, b 


- | | W. M urray. 


The Caſe of the Reſpondent. / 


N Hilary Term, in the Fourteenth Year of bis preſent Majefty, an In- Wi * 
formation, in Nature of a Quo Warranto, was granted by the Court f 
King's Bench, and filed againſt Richard Tucker, of the Borough and Town t 
of Weymouth and Meicombe-Regis in the County of Dorſet, Eſq; to ſbrw " 
by wohat Authority he claimed to be Mayor of the Pei Borough and Town. a 
To which Into:mation, the ſaid Richard Tucker pleaded the Letters Pu- 50 
tent of K. James I. and alledged that be vas choſen according to the Intent 1 
of them. - 
To this Plea the Sg ogg replied, and admitted the Letters Patent t 
King J-mes, mention d in the Plea of the ſaid Richard Tucker; and ſi B 
forth, That King James, by his Letters Patent willed, That the Mayn, 
Alcermen, Bail:ffs, and principal Burgeſſes of the ſaid Borough, or the no- a 
fer Part of them, ſhould on St Matthew*s Day, yearly, elect Two of the a. 
Purveiſes or Inhabitants of the ſard Borough and Jun to be Batliffs, oh I 
fperld take the Catis of Office, and Foould? exerciſe thiſe Offices for one evbol: R 
Tear: Amd that if the Mayor fhould die, or be removed from his Offict J. 
evithin the Year, the Aldermen, Batliffs, principal Burgeſſes, and other a 
Purceſſes and Inhabitants for the Time being, or the major Part of then, 
ſhoule! clect another of the Burgeſies or Inhabitants 79 be Mayor, who ſpould 0 
exerciſe the Office for the Refidue of the Year, That if any of the ay" 
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uſe, - put in Nomination, in order to be Mayor of the ſaid Bo- An. 16. Geo. II. 
ruc- rough, by Virtue of the Charter of the 14th Year of the 2748. 
| Reign of King James J. . © OR 
thy The Judges preſent, wiz. Mr Juſtice Dexi/on, Mr Juſtice 
ord. WY Burnet, Sir Thomas Abney, Mr Baron Reynolds, Mr Baron 
that Carter, and Sir Jobs Willes, Lord Chief Juſtice of the Com- 
wa WW nn Pleas, being directed to deliver their Opinions with their 
Lori WM Reaſons, Seriatim, upon this Queſtion, they were all heard 
own Wl accordingly, beginning with the Junior, and declared their 

Opinion to be, That an Alderman was a Burgeſs, but not 

to be conſidered as capable of being put in Nomination to 
outh Wi © be Mayor.” | HEL | | „ 

| 222 II. 


die, or beremoved, or depart from that Office, and at the Time of the 
7 0h. Death, Amotion or Departure 5 Ae. not be Bro 
i Aldermen ſurviving, that the and ſurviving „ as alſo the 
15 Bailiffs 5 Burgeſſes for the Time being, or the major Part 
a them, /pould elect ſo many as ſhould be wanting of that Number out of t 
0 BH Burgefſes or Inhabitants, to be an Alderman or Aldermen of the ſaid Bo- 
rugh and Town. | 
hs And the ſaid King further willed, that every Perſen wwbo at any Time 
% thr:after, ſpould exerciſe the ſaid Office of Mayor, if not amoved for Miſ- 
ach bebaviour, ſhould immediately after che Expiration of the ſame, become 
Yan en Aiderman, to continue in the ſame for Life, if be ſhould ſo long behave 
bench BBW bi ſelf well in the ſame. | 
cot That if the Bailiff or either of them ſhould die, or be removed from that 
oßßce, within the Year; the Mayor, Allie nen, Bailiffs and principal Bur- 
7 thi tees, and other Burgeſſes and Inhabitarts of tbe ſaid 2 and Town 


ſoould elect one other or tao others, out of the Burgeſſes or I bitants, 10 
ö be Bailiff or Bailiff. 3 | . Co 
; That if any, or either of the twenty-four capital or princi et 
ſoould a, heron, or depart from that Office, that the —— - 


men, Bailiffs, and the reſt of the principal Burgeſſes Id elect another or 
H. «hers, ＋ the — 926 7 of the of Rosen and Town. 
urt of And the Proſecutor further ſets forth, that the Uſage bath been, —— 
Town de Day appointed for the Election of Mayor, in caſe the Number of - 
ſor WY ven then in being, bath been at that Time, leſs than Eight, the then Mayor, 
n. and ſurviving Aldermen, as alſo the then Bailiffs, and capital and princi- 
Pu- fol Burgeſſes, or the major Part of them, have akwvays proceeded to elect ſo 
Intert nany as were wanting of that Number, out of the Burgeſſes or Inhabitants 
of the ſaid Borough and Town, to be an Alderman or Aldermen, before 
ent 0 the ſaid then Mayor, Aldermen, Bailifft, principal Burgeſſes, and other 
id ſt WY Burgeſſes and Inhabitants, have proceeded to the Election of a Mayor, 
29er, That on St Matthew's Day laſt, the Number of Aldermen then ſurviving 
e na- erd remaining, excluſive of the as Richard Jordan, who pretended to act 
f the a Mayor, was leſs than Eight, ( that is) John Carſwell, John Friend, - 
E John ucker, Richard Tucker and Edward Tizard; and that the ſaid 
au bol Richard Jordan, and the ſaid Aldermen, upon Saint Matthew's Day afore- 
Het, id, did not proceed to elect ſo many as were then wanting of the Number of 
other agbt Aldermen. TY 


them, He, in his Replication, admitted, that the Defendant Richard Tucker, 
. erd alſo the ſaid John Tucker, John Friend, and John Carſwell, _ 
ermei : 
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Lord Talbot. 


ia Bar, and what is the Conſequence thereof in Point of 
Law upon this Record.” 


| | W 
II. Whether the Rejoinder is a Departure from the plet 


On this Queſtion the Judges ha- 
ving conferred: together, the Lord Chief Juſtice of the Con- 
mon Pleas acquainted the Houſe, ** That this is no Depar- 
„ture ju Pleading, and can't. be at all material in the pre- 
«. ſent Case, i 4 otic 57 „ © 104 90, Vue; 


. Hereupon Lord Talbot ſpoke again. 

My Lords, ; FEE 7 TIES J 5 0 . 
I had not the. leaſt Intention of precipitating the Jud. 
ment of your Lordſhips, or hindering any Lord from prop 


fing 


4 ; 


all of hem Tnhabitents of the Botough and Town aforeſaid 3 yet be alledged 
that t/ cy were alio Aldermen ot the ſaid Borough and Town, 4 

And then the Proſecutor travers d the following Matters, ſet out in the 
ſaid Plea of ihe {aid Richard Tucker, and join'd Iſſue upon eight Facts men- 
ticnd inthe Appellant's Caſe, Gs e 1 
The faid Richard Tucker, by his ſaid Rejoinder, admitted, that the ſaid 
Richard Tucker, John Tucker, John Friend, and John Carſwell were 
Aldermen, as alledged in the ſaid Replication z and Itkewiſe that the ſaid 
King, did by his Letters Patent, further grant to the Mayor, ) 
Eauiffs, Burgeſſes, and Commonalty of the e Borough and Town, in 
Manner as jet tut in the ſaid Replication; but the ſaid Richard Tucker 
alledged,” that the ſaid King did by his ſaid Letters Patent, further Wil 
and Grunt, to the Mayor, Aldermen, . and principal or capital 
Baurgeſjes of the Borough, and Town aforeſaid, the Power of making By- 
Laws, ar'thut by By-Law ſo made, it was appointed that an — 
aiglit be cle ed Mayor | ; 

Ta this By-Lawo the Proſecutor demurred. | 

And the ſaid Richard Jucker joined in Demurrer. | 

The ſeveral 1]Jucs above joined, were tried at the Afſizes holden at Dor- 
cheſter, on the 12th Day of March, 1740, when a Verdict ⁊uas found fir 
the ſaid Richard Tucker, upon the ſaid ſeveral Iſſues. ; 

4 be Demurrer was argued in Eaſter-Term, 174.1, wwhen the Court were 
wnaenimouſly of Opinion, that the By-Law ſet up by the ſaid Richard Tvck- 
er, was rot a goed By-Law, and that he being an Alderman of the ſaid 
Borough and Town, at the Time of his Election to be Mayor, was by the 
Charter incapable of being choſen Mayor; and thereupon Fudgment of Oufter 
W againſt him. p | | 

bereupon the ſaid Richard Tucker hath brought a Writ of Error tv 
reverſe the ſaid Fudgment, and hath aſſigned the general Errors ; but it 
is 73g hoped that the ſaid Judgment ſhall be albert for tbe following 
Reaſons. © | 

I. It afpears clearly, that by the Charter of Incorporation, the Durgeſſes 
or Inhabitants are in all Elections diſtinguiſhed from every other 1 
the Body, and are as much a ſeperate Part thereof as the Mayor, the Al- 
dermen, the Bailiffs. or the principal Burgeſſes. | 

2. That by the Charter of Incorporation, the Four to be nominated ( ond 
out of <chom the Mayor vas to be choſen) were to be ſo nominated ( nut cit 
of the Aldermen, or Bailifs, or principal Burgeſſes) but out of the Bur- 
geiles or Inhabitauts. | N 

3. Tha, 
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fing fuch' Queſtions to the Judges as migh 
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Information, or give Satisfaction either to his Scruples or...-174., / 
Curioſity ; I was very far from deſignipg any Innovations in 


the Orders of the Houſe, and made the Motion without 
imagining, and certainly without knowing, that any,,Queſti- 
ons would be propoſed ; ſince the Fulneſs of my Conviction 
did not ſuffer me to ſuſpect that any Doubts could be formed, 
or any Difficulties raiſed. c. | 


With Regard to the Queſtions Which kave been prop ho | 


ſed with ſo much Gravity, and anſwered with ſo much So- 


lemnity of Diction. and Pomp of Argument, I am not. a- 


ſhamed to confeſs, that I did not expect them; and that Ido 
not now diſcover for what End they were propoſed. I have 
been able to draw no Information from the ſeveral Anſwers 
that have been given, nor am otherwiſe inſtrudled by them 
than that T have had one more Opportunity of remat ing how 


eaſily Truth may be obſcured, and how much the, greateſt 


5 580 F 0 


Abilities thy e mia. „ 

* The Queſtion beſore us, my Lords, is a Queſlion not of 
Law but of Right, and is, therefore, to be decided not. by 
Criticiſms and by Precedents, which may be ſometimes un- 


3. That the ſaid Richard Tucker in his Pleadings, at firf infifled, that 
by the Charter, the Four out of wwhom the Mayor is to be choſer,, can be no- 
ninated out of any Part of the Body, ſo as they are Burgeſſes or Inhabi- 
tants; yet afterwards by bis Rejoinder, relies for his Defence on a By- 
Law, Erbe ed to be made 7 the Mayor, Aldermen, Bailiffs, and principal 
or capital Burgeſſes, whereby the Ae or Bailiffs are capacitated to be 
put in Nomination for Mayor, . 

It is humbly inſiſted that ſuch By- Lato (if ſuch there wire) "1s void in 
Law ; for eh they may by mutual Conſent, and to avoid popular Ele tions, 
and the Confufions ariſing from them, abridge any particular Ele ton to a 
ſmaller Number than the Charter gave the Poruer to; 25 it is humbly ſub- 
mitted, that they cannot transfer fach Franchiſe from that Part ef the Body, 
in whom it wpas by the Crown inveſted, to anatker Part, <oho by their Cbar- 
ter bad nothing to do <vith it. | | 177 

Jis farther humbly inſiſted, that this Judgment is a good one, and 
oght not to be reverſed, becauſe the ſaid Richard Tucker, by his Plea at 
frft pleaded, puts the Right of his Nomination and Elegien on Four Inha- 
bitants generally, being named on the Charter Day, of which he vuas one, 
and on his being proper choſen out of theſe four Inhabitants, by Virtue of 
a Grant in the Charter 3 whereas be afterwards is forced to haue Recourſe 
to another Defence, wiz. That the By-Law above-mentioned impowers the 
Body to name four Aldermen, or ſo many of the Four as they ſhould pleaſe 


out of the Aldermen, by which be deſerts. bis fit Defence, vix. That Four 


Inh»bitants generally might by the Cbarter be nominated, and is forced at 
laſt to cover bimſelf under the By-Law, which is (as js humbly ſubmitted) 
Departure 2 his firflt Plea, and what by Lao be wwas not intitled to 
plead, and that therefore the Judgment was ll given by the Court of 
King's Bench. ral nes 283 2 7 : 
Thee J. Strange. 
Rich, Lloyd. 
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Lord Talbot. 


ia Bar, and what is the Conſequence thereof in Point of 


* Law upon this Record.” On this Queſtion the Judges ha- 
ving conferred together, the Lord Chief Juſtice of the on. 
mon Pleas acquainted the Houſe. That this is no Depar- 
„ture ju Pleading, and can't be at all material in the pre- 
285 ſent Caſe.“ | COTE T1995 475, ET Vt 


. Hereupon Lord Talbot ſpoke again. 
My Lords, | 7 45550 | . 1 44 

© I; had not the leaſt Intention of precipitating the Judy- 

ment of your Lordſhips, or hindering any Lord from propo- 


ling 


all of hem Inhabitants of the Borough and Town aforeſaid 3 yet be alledged 
thut t, cy vere alſo Aldermen of the ſaid Borough and Town. C7 a 

And then the Proſecutor travers d the following Matters, ſet out in the 
ſaid Plea of the ſaid Richard Tucker, and join'd I ue upon eight Facts men- 
tion'd inthe Appellant's Caſe, fo v0. $4 A. 8 * 

The ſaid Richard Tucker, by his ſaid Rejoinder, admitted, that the ſaid 
Richard Tucker, Joha Tucker, John Friend, and John Carſwell were 
Aldermen, as alledged in the ſaid Replication z and Itkewiſe that the ſaid 
King, did by his Letters Patent, further grant to the Mayor, Aldermen, 
Bailiſs, Burgeſſes, and Commonaliy of the 2 Borough and Town, in 
Manner as ſet out in the ſaid Replication; but the ſaid Richard Tucker 
alleged, that the ſaid King did by his faid Letters Patent, further Will 
and Grunt, to the Mayor, Aldermen, 1 and principal or capital 
Bargeſjes of the Borough, and Town aforeſaid, the Power of making By- 
Laws, ard thut by By-Law ſo made, it was appointed that an . 1 
might be cle ge Mayor | 1 * 4 

Ta this By-Laæu the Proſecutor demurred. | 

And the-jaid Richard Tucker joined in Demurrer, | 

The ſeveral 1Jucs above joined, avere tried at the Afſizes holden at Dor- 
cheſter, on the 12th Day of March, 1740, when a Verdict ⁊uas found fir 
the ſaid Richard Tucker, upon the ſaid ſeveral Iſſues. : 

Ihe Demurrer was argued in Eaſter-Term, 174.1, wvhen the Court were 
unanimouſly of Opinion, that the By-Law ſet up by the ſaid Richard Tuck- 
er, war rot a goed By-Laww, and that he being an Alderman of the ſaid 
Borough and Town, at the Time of his Election to be Mayor, was by the 
Charter incapable of being choſen Mayor; and thereupon Judgment of Ouſter 
was grove againſt bini. : | | 

Whereupon the ſaid Richard Tucker hath brought a Writ of Error to 
reverſe the ſaid Fudgment, and hath aſſigned the eneral Errors 3 but it 
is Ars hoped that the ſaid Judgment ſhall be — for the following 
Reaſons. © | | 

I. I: appears clearly, that by the Charter of Incorporation, the Burgeſſes 
or Inhabitants are in all Elections diſtinguiſhed from every other Branch e 
the Body, and are as much a ſeperate Part thereof as the Mayor, the Al- 
dermen, the Bailiffs. or the principal Burgeſſes. 

2. That by the Charter of Incorporation, the Four to be nominated ( and 
out of <chom the Mayor vas to be choſen) were to be ſo nominated ( not out 
F the Aldermen, or Bailiffs, or principal Burgeſſes) but out of the Bur- 
geiles or Inhabitauts. | | 5 
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lemnity of Diction. and Pomp of 
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ſing ſuch Queſtions to the Judges as might contribute to, his An. 1 
Information, or give Satisfaction either to his Scruples or — 74 — 
Curiofity ; I was very far from deſigning any Innovations in 
the Orders of the Houſe, and made the Motion without 


imagining, and certainly without knowing, that any, Queſti- 
ons would be propoſed ; ſince the Fulneſs of my Conviction 
did not ſuffer me to ſuſpect that any Doubts could be formed, 
or any Difficulties raiſed. _ WW 2 


With Regard to the Queſtions which have been propo- 


ſed with ſo much Gravity, and 7 with ſo much So- 
rgument, I am not. a- 


ſhamed to confeſs, that I did not expect them; and that I do 
not now diſcover for what End they were propoſed. I have 
been able to draw no Information from the 15 50 Anſwers 
that have been given, nor am otherwiſe inſtruded by them 
than that T have had one more Opportunity of remar ding how 


eafily Truth may be obſcured, and how much the, greateſt 


Abilities ma be _mifapplied, . | Goo 
The Queſtion before us, my Lords, is a Queſtion not, of 
Law but of Right, and is, therefore, to be decided not by 
Criticiſms and by Precedents, which may be ſometimes un- 
g whe Ss Flood I 15:41 Shrine, WORN 
3. That the ſaid Richard Tucker in his Pleadings, at firf i filed, that 
by the Charter, the Four out of whom the Mayor is to be choſen, can be no- 
ninated out of any Part of the Body, ſo as they are Burgeſles or Inhabi- 
tants; yet afterwards by. his. Rejoinder, relies for his Defence on a By- 
Law, Teppo ed to be made by the Mayor, Aldermen, Bailiffs, and principal 
or capital Burgeſſes, toherety the Aldermen or Bailiffs are capacitated to be 
put in Nomination for Mayor. N 


It is humbly inſiſted that ſuch By- Lato (if ſuch there <u>re) id void in 


Law ; for tho" they may by mutual Conſent, and to avoid popular Eletions, 
and the Confufions ariſing from them, abridge any particular El: tion to a 
ſmaller Number than the Charter gave the Potver to; " it is humbly ſub- 
autted, that they cannot transfer fach Franchiſe from that Part ef the Body, 
in whom it was by the Crown inueſted, to another Part, ĩcbo by their Char- 
ter had nothing to do with it. 5 | N $4 1775 
'Tis farther humbly inſiſted, that this Judgment is 4 good one, and 
oght not to Be reverſed, becauſe the ſaid Richard Tucker, . by bis Plea at 
firſt pleaded, puts the Right of his Nomination and Elegien on Four Inha- 
bizants generally, being named on the Charter Day, of which 3 arg 
and on bis being pr choſen out of theſe four. Inhabitants, by Virtue o 
a Grant in N a; 5 e is forced to — Recourſe 
to ancther Defence, viz. That the By-Law above-mentioned impowers the 
Body to name four Aldermen, or ſo many of the Four as they ſhould pleaſe 
out of the Aldermen, by wvhich he deſerts. bis firſs Defence, via. That Four 
Inh1bitants generally might by the Charter be nominated, and is forced at 
laſt to cover himſelf under the By-Law, which is (as js humbly ſubmitted) 
a Departure 2 his firft Plea, and what by Lao be was not intitled to 
plead, and that therefore the Judgment was ww:ll given by the Court of 
King's Bench. 75 Z 3 F: 


J. strange. 
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An. 16. Geo, II. certain, and ſometimes contradictory, but by the, ſacred and 


1742. 


invariable Rules of Moral Jullice : Rules which I. hope we 


are not now to learn, and which have no Dependence; on the 


Authority of the Judges. _ 1 
It has been indeed inſinuated by the noble Lord, that 
our Deciſion ought to be founded on their Opinion; but 
ſarely amidſt his Solicitude for Order, and his Dread of In- 
novations, his Lordſhip ought to have forborn ſuch an Aſſer- 
tion 3 an Aſſertion not only never heard in this Houſe before, 
but inconſiſtent with our Privileges ; an Aſſertion by which 
we are at once deprived of our Judicial Right, and reduced 
from the higheſt Court of the Kingdom to be only the 
Echoes of the Judges. To what Purpoſe would it be, th; 
our Fellow-Subje&s have a Right of appealing to us * 


ever they are injured by an erroneous Sentence, if we ars on- 


ly to repeat the Opinions of thoſe who have already deter- 
mined the Cauſe ? Or why do we ſit here to deliberate, if 
the Sentence is not to be ours, but that of the Judges? For 
ſurely the Sentence cannot be called that of your Lordſhipy, 
which others dictate, and you only pronounce. '_ _ 
© I am ſo far, my Lords, from thinking it my Duty to 
reſign my Underſtanding to any twelve Men, however vene- 
rable or learned, that I ſhould not have thought it neceſſary 
to ask their Opinions; for in giving my Judgment, I hall 
conſult only my Reaſon and my Conſcience; and I ſhall ne- 
ver, I hope, endeavour either to blind the one, or lay the 
other aſleep ; I doubt not therefore of being directed right, 
nor ſhall I need to take for Guides thoſe on whom Nature 
has conferred no other Powers than on myſelf, = 
In exacaining this Queſtion by the ſteady Light of com- 


mon Senſe (a Light which very ſeldom deceives, but when 


the Cloud$ of Sophiftry are thrown over it) I find, that the 
Senſe, which the Judges have unanimouſly preferred, cannot 
be the true Senſe of the Charter, becauſe he that granted it, 
underſtood it in another ; and becauſe the State of the Place, 
and the ſmall Number of Inhabitants, abſolutely require, that 
another Senſe ſhould be admitted; for it cannot be imagined, 
that any Monarch ſhould intend to have a whole Town of 
Aldermen, a Town in which every Man ſhould be inveſted 
with Authority, which he could never exerciſe but upon bis 
Brother Governors. 

Nor can it be conceived, that theſe Men thus dignified 
ſhould be always ſubjected to the ſuperior Authority of ano- 
ther, upon whom no Truſt or Office had been conferred be- 
fore, and of whoſe Juſtice or Moderation no Proof had been 


given; dr that it ſhould be the Intention of a Charter, 1 
| the 
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( 495.) I 
the firſt Office exerciſed by every Member e 
the higheſt; that he ſhould be qualified, | in- Oppoſition 
to all the Rules of Policy hitherto received, by greater Em- 
ployment for meaner Offices, or that he who had laudably 


diſcharged: his Truſt, ſhould: be for ever incapable of being 


truſted again. 3 at | 
There is no End, my Lords, of enumerating the Abſur- 
dities which ariſe from this Conſtruction 5 the Charter, 
which ought, if it be underſtood in this Senſe, to be as void 
in itſelf, as inconſiſtent with the common Reaſon. of Man- 


| kind, and the general Principles of Government; and there- 


fore ſuch as it would be injurious to the Public, and reproach- 
ful to thoſe by whom it ſhould be received; a Charter by 
which Society would be inverted : by which the many would 
be employed to govern the few ;- a Charter by which. Virtue 
would be diſcouraged, ſince he that executes his Office with 
Applauſe, is equally incapacitated for Re- admiſſion to it with 
him that plunders or oppreſſes; a Charter which confers. 
the higheſt Authority on him who has the leaſt Experience, 
and condemns every Man to move from a 9 5 to a lower 
Sphere. $4 | © WS owls 225 N g 
. If any Lord ſhould imagine it his Duty to concur in an 
Opinion like this, I ſhall not envy bis Eaſineſs and Tracta- 
bility ; for my Part, I have no Reverence for Abſurdity, 
nor can prevail upon the Ruggedneſs of my Nature to give 
up Reaſon to Complaiſanſeee. | 

* But, my Lords, not only the Reputation of your Wiſ-, 
dom, but of your Juſtice likewiſe is intereſted in this Caſe. 
If we conſider how neceſſary it is, that thoſe who are to be 
govern'd, ſhould obey with Willingneſs, and how flowly _ 
thoſe are obeyed who cannot be eſteemed, it will be thought 
by no Means a ſlight Conſideration, that this Senſe cannot 
be adopted by us, without Danger of Contempt and Ridicule; 
yet this Argument, as it may ſeem, in ſome Degree, found- 
ed upon a Regard to our own Intereſt, ſome Lords may 
think themſelves at Liberty to ſlight, who will, I hope, ſhew . 
more Reſpect to the Obligations of juſtice. oat bl 

Let us therefore enquire, my Lords, how we ſhall. diſ- 
charge the Duty of Judges by conf: ming the Sentence which 
is now before us; let us examine, whether we ſhall act as the 
Guardians of Right, and the laſt Reſort of oppreſſed Privi · 
lege, or whether we ſhall not appear Inſtruments of Miniſte- 
rial Tyranny, and the mean Reporters of the Sentence of an 
inferior Court. % ns 

By confirming this Sentence we ſhall not only deprive a 
Mazittrate of his Office, which he holds by a Claim which — | 


it, ſhould be An. 26. Geo, II. 
1 742. i 
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An; 16. Ges. 11, been thought juſt for more than a Century, and in the Exer- 


2 


ciſe of which it appears reaſonable to believe, that he is di. 


— {turbed not ſor Miſbehaviour, but diſcharging his Truſt 


but we ſhall entail upon the Town and Corporation 

Con fuſion and Dab Evils which ds 

flituted to prevent; we ſhall ſubject them for ever to the 

Authority of Men untryed and unexperienced ; and by Cons 

ſequence to all the Miſchiefs of ignorant, 'if not of corrupt 

Adminiſtration. e Fx 0 15 8 
* This, my Lords, is ſufficient to determine my Judg- 


ment; and I hope it will be of equal Weight in that of 


Earl of Chol- 
mondeley. 


— 


others. I ſhall not willingly interpret a Charter, which is 
always an Act of Royal Favour, to the Diſadvantage of thoſe 
to whom it was granted; for I never heard of a Charter of 
Corruption, or Ignorance, or Miſery ; and fince it is more 
happy to live without Government, than to be governed ill, 
I cannot believe, that a Charter like this, as it is now inter- 
preted, was ever given. I therefore conclude the Vs vo 
erroneous, and once more move that it may be reverſed, 


Then the Earl of Cho/mondeley roſe up and ſpoke as follows: 
My Lords, 1 e 
Though it ſhould be admitted that in giving Judgment 
upon Queſtions like this, we are not obliged implicitely to 
reſign our own Opinions to that of the Judges, but may after 


having . their Sentiments recede from them; yet not 


only the Cuſtoms of this Houſe, but the plain Dictates of 
Common Senſe, apparently direct us to pay great Regard in 
our Determinations to Men, whoſe Attendance the Wiſdom 
of our Anceſtors required in this Houſe only for our Diredti- 
on, and who may reaſonably be ſuppoſed better qualified 
than ourſelves to determine Queſtions to the Study of which 
they have devoted their Lives, who preſide in our Courts of 
Juſtice, to decide Property and paſs Sentence upon Life. 

To what Purpoſe do they fit here? To what Purpoſe 
has their Preſence been required from Century to Century ? 
If they are not to be heard, or when heard, not to be regard- 
ed ? or why does any Man ſpend his Time in Study, if tbe 
molt extenſive Knowledge will entitle him to no Authority 
I have hitherto been told, that it is rational to truſt an Ar- 
tiſt in his own Art, nor have I yet found my Faculties ſuch 
as may enable me to judge better upon a new Subject than 
thoſe who by long Converſe have made it familiar. 

On this Occaſion at leaſt J can diſcover no Reaſon for 
treating the Opinion of the Judges with Contempt, or 
Negligence ; becauſe it appears to me indiſputably on 
N | being 
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being founded upon the plain Conſtruction of the Words of An. 16. Geo. II. 


the Charter. | * 

By this Charter, my Lords, a Corporation is conſtitut- 
ed conſiſting of a Mayor, Bailiffs, Aldermen, capital Bur- 
geſſes, and Burgeſſes, of all theſe Perſons the Power and 


Privileges are diſt inguiſned, the Offices afligned, the Dura- 
tion of the Offices limited, and the Choice of the Officers 


regulated ; in all theſe Parts of the Charter, the Burgeſſes 
are evidently conſidered as diſtin from the Capital Burgeſ- 
ſes or Aldermen, and it is directed that the Mayor ſhall be 
choſen from the Burgeſſes, and after the Expiration of his 
Office ſhall become an Alderman for Life. ate 155! 1 
* This, my Lords, is a ſufficient Proof that he is ſuppoſ- 


ed not to be an Alderman before his Election to the Mayor- 


alty ; and this Proviſion added to the Conſideration of the 
Di ſtinction made through the whole Charter of the Burgeſ- 
ſes from the reſt of the Corporation is ſufficient to ſhew, 
that none but a Burgeſs can hold the Office of the Mayor by 
this Charter. | n 3 a 
With regard to the Inconveniencies that may ariſe to 
the Town from this Inſtitution, or any Abſurdities that may 
be imagined to be compriſed in it, they do not regard us 
but the Authors of the Charter, who muſt be blamed for a- 


ny Defects or Weakneſſes that may appear in it; but ſurely 


no part of the Cenſure can fall upon thoſe who only explain 
it, and deliver nothing but what they find in it in the moſt 
expreſſive Words. The Charter may undoubtedly be ab- 
ſurd, and therefore the Expianation which implies that Ab- 
ſurdity be right. 

* That this Charter is in reality abſurd, I am not about 
to aſſert, becauſe it is not our Province to amend but to ex- 
plain it ; but ſurely to ſhow that any Explanation is falſe, 
becauſe it implies an Abſurdity, is to ſuppoſe the Authors 
of the Charter exempt from the common Frailties of Hu- 


man Nature. 


* Beſides, my Lords, it is poſſible, that the State of the 


Place may, ſince the Grant of the Charter, be much alter- 
ed, and that the Inconveniences which are now juſt'y ob- 
jected might not have been feared, when the Inhabitants 
were more numerous. - 

I am therefore, my. Lords, of Opinion, that the Sen- 
tence of the King's Bench is found upon the Words of the 
Charter underſtood in their natural Senſe ; and ſhall there- 


fore vote for confirming it, unleſs ſtronger Arguments ſhall 


be offered againſt it. 
The 
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An, 16. Geo. II. The Doke of Bedford SY ä 1 123 . 


1742. 


My Lords, 2 . by 
„Though the noble Lord has with great Art defendes 


Duke of Bedfo id. the Sentence which is now under our Examination, has with 


great Addreſs obviated ſome of the Objections which have 
been made, and recommended to our Regard the Opinion 
of the Judges with unuſual Eloquence; yet the Effect of his 
Rhetoric has only been, that I have liſtned to him with that 
Pleaſure which a candid Man naturally receives from the 
Contemplation of great Abilities, but without that Satis- 


faction which an upright Mind always feels from the Diſco - 
very of "Truth. — | WA ien 
The Opinion of the Judges ought undoubtedly. to be 
treated with great Regard, whenever Queſtions are examined 
which it is the peculiar Province of the Judges to explain; 


nor have I heard that any Lord has endeavoured to degrade 
them from «heir Authority, or raiſe himſelf to a Competi- 


tion with them in the Knowledge of the Law; that Know- 


ledge which makes their Preſence neceſſary in this Place, 


and in which alone it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe that they can 


give any Information to your Lordſhips. 1 

That their Opinion therefore is of great Importance in 
the preſent Queſtion, my Reverence of their Knowledge or 
Abilities, however great, will not ſuffer me to allow ; for I 
cannot think this ſo much a Queſtion of Law as of Equity, 
and though I cannot pretend always to determine what is 
legal, I hope, I may at leaſt be able to diſcover what is juſt; 


becauſe without this Faculty I ſhould not only be in Dan- 


ger of erring-as a Member of this Houſe, but as a Member 
of Society, and ſhould not only be incapable of the Daties 
of a Peer but a Man. 555 
In ſuch Queſtions therefore, I ſhall pay little Regard to 
the Opinion of any other Man, but ſhall conſult my own 


Underſtanding; ſince I think it not the peculiar Privilege of 


any Profeſſion to diſtinguiſh right, but the Faculty of every 


Man who ſhall honeſtly ſearch after it; and as the Con- 


ſtruction of the Charter which the Judges have advanced is 


contrary to my Underſtanding, I ſhall never receive it, till 
I can find Means of reconciling them. 


The Abſurdities of this Conſtruction have already been 


explained by the noble. Lord, and are indeed ſuch as cannot 
be aggravated, extenuated or avoided; but by admitting 
that Senſe of the Charter which has been for more than a 
Century received, it is evident from Experience, the only 
ſure Teſt in ſuclt Caſes, that no Inconveniences will follow. 

N 6 But 
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. © But it is objected, that this Conſtruction, how long ſo- An. 16. Geo, 11, 
ever it has been admitted, is contrary to the Terms of the 1742. | 
Charter; and therefore. that its long Reception is only an 
Argument that it ſhould be ſuffered no longer. I have con- 
ſidered, my Lords, the Words of the Cuarter with great | 
Attention, and can diſcover nothing in them directly oppo- 
ſite to either Senſe 3 for though the Burgeſſes are neither 
Capital Burgeſſes nor Aldermen, yet an Alderman or a Ca- 
pital Burgeſs may be a Burgeſs ; as a Peer is a Gentleman, 
though a Gentleman is not neceſſarily a Peer, as the greater 
includes the leſs, but not the leſs the greater. A 
That it is directly ſpecified that the Mayor, after the 
Concluſion of his Office, ſhall be an Alderman; for Life, 
does by no means infer that he muſt not be an Alderman be- 
fore ; nor is the Proviſion made for any other Reaſon, than 
that if the Merit of any Man ſhall raiſe him without the 
uſual Gradations to the higheſt Truſt of the Corporation, 
he ſhall not fink down to his former Meanneſs, but ſhall re- 
tain ſome Degree of Dignity to the End of his Life; there 
are Offices which he that executes becomes an Eſquire, but 
from which an Eſquire is not therefore excluded ; a Seat at 
the Board of Council beſtows a Title equal to that of your 
Lordſhips, but ſurely, my Lords, that Proviſion does not 
exclude you from being Counſellors, | pv» 
A Charter, my Lords, is, like a Will, to be conſtrued 
not according to tie Letter, but according to Equity and 
Reaſon ; nor is any thing more to be regarded than the In- 
tention of the Teſtator. This indeed is not always eaſily to 
be known, becauſe a Will cannot be in Force, till he that 
made it is incapable of explaining his own Meaning: But 
the State of a Charter is different, a Charter is a Will ex- 
ecuted by him that made it, and to which the Meaning 
therefore cannot be miſtaken. | | | 
* That the King who granted the Charter differed from 
thoſe whom we have conſulted in his Conceptions of its 
Meaning, is evident; becauſe tho' he direQs the Bailiffs as 
well as Mayor to be choſen from among the Burgeſſes, he _ 
yet nominates two of the Aldermen the two firſt Bailiffs, 
nor appears, tho“ he was not ill qualified to judge of the 
Meaning of Pieces more intricate than the Charter, to ima- 
gine that an Alderman ceaſed to be a Burgeſs, or loſt his 
Rights to a higher Station. . | 
In conſidering the Charter, my Lords, it appears to me 
to be our Duty to confirm. thoſe Rights which it was the 
King's Intentien to beſtow upon this Corporation; and ſince 
his Intention is known from his own Practice, and his Prac- 
tice is the ſame with that which has ever fince been followed. ; 
Res; we 


| - . 500 | 
Y An. 16. Geo, II. we may conclude that no Alteration is to be madei ld dar 
N 1742 the Charter has been exactly obſerv'd, ſince the Intentions of 
i is Author have certainly been followed. 
g But, my Lords, not only the Argaments, which the 
| Perufal of the Charter may ſuggeſt, will influence me to vote 
againſt the Judges of the King's Bench, but the Conſideration 
of the Methods of Proſecution which have been practis'd on 
this Occaſion, and the Conſequences which may be derived 
from this Conteſt to all the Corporations of Great Britain. 
| This Complaint of the Violation of the Charter did not 
| ariſe from any Senſe of Inconveniences which it produced, or 
| of Injuries which the Inhabitants of that Place imagined 
14 ehemſelves to receive from Uſurpation or Tyranny ; it was 
| not promoted by any Man who thought himſelf unjuſtly" de- 
4 barred from Authority, or by any Body of Men excluded 
from their Share in the Government of the Town. The 
Proſecution, my Lords, was the Effect of miniſterial Re- 
ſentment; it was threaten'd to influence the Election, and 
was executed not to humble the Haughtineſs of Guilt, but 
to cruſh the Firmneſs of Integrity; to puniſh thoſe who 
could not be terrify'd,. and to obtain thoſe the Satisfaction 
of Revenge, who had loſt the Pleaſures of Succeſs. For this 
Purpoſe an Attorney, that was a Stranger to the Borovyh, 
was employ'd to harraſs the Mayor with a Proſecution, de- 
feated at the Aſſizes where Men of Plain Senſe were to de- 
termine the Cauſe, but ſucceſsful in the Court of King's 
Bench; where Law and Subtilty were admitted. N "0 
6 If ſach Proceedings, my Lords, ſhould receive a Sandi- 
on from this great Aſſembly, how long can any Corporation 
hope to enjoy its Privileges, after having dared to reje& the 
Overtures of the Agents of a Miniſter ? Of what Value will 
be the Immunities which our Kings have beſtowed upon ma- 
ny Cities of this Kingdom as Rewards of their Loyalty, as | 
Encouragements to Trade, as Marks of Honour and Di- 
ſtinction, or for the more eaſy Adminiſtration of Govern- 
ment ? If Proſecutions like this be allowed, it will be at | 
any Time in the Power of a ſubtle Villain to deprive them | 
of their Rights, to diſturb the Exerciſe of lawful Authority, 
to confound all Subordination, to fill the Courts of Juſtice | 
with expenſive Suits, and the whole Kingdom with Perplex- | 
ity and Terror. 
Such, my Lords, will be the Injuſtice of confirming 
this Sentence; and ſuch the Miſeries which that Act 
of Injuſtice will bring upon us; and therefore I ſha} con- | 


tinue to oppoſe it; as I hope always to appear an Acvo- 1 
cate for Right, and to promote the Happineſs of my 
\ Country. The 
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My Lords, BE EY . N 
After having hear'd the Arguments on both Sides, and 


endeavoured to diſcover ſome Motives which might deter- Earl of Bath. 


mine my Vote one Way or the other, I do not find the 
Proofs on either Side ſufficient to over-balance thoſe on the 
other. Since therefore I am unable to determine my own 
Opinion by my own Reaſon, I ſhall be content to ' ſubmit to 
the Deciſion of thoſe whoſe Studies have particularly enabled 
them to judge of Queſtions like this; who have had Oppor- 
tunities of peruſing a great Number of Charters, and fixing 


their Senſe by frequent Compariſons ; and who therefore can 


tell with more Certainty what is intended by them, than 
others who have not had the ſame Experience. | 

vet I cannot but confeſs, that the Danger of diſturbing 
ancient Settlements, and calling into Queltion thoſe Rights 
which have been eſtabliſh'd by uninterrupted Preſcription, 
and the Practice of many Years, has been very juſtly urg'd 
by the noble Lords who have declared againſt the Judgment 
of the Court; nor can it be denied that by confirming the 
Sentence we ſhall give Riſe to a very dangerous Precedent, a 
Precedent which Malice, or Turbulence, or Ambition, may 
employ, to diſturb a great Part of the Nation. | 

* As I foreſee the Fate of this Queſtion, I hope, my 


Lords, that a Bill will be propoſed by which the Char- 


ters of other Corporations may be ſecured from the ſame 
Attacks; and that the Succeſs of this Proſecution may not 
give Encouragement to others. £01 


The Queſtion being put the Sentence of the Court of King: 
Bench was confirmed, by a Majority of 21 againſt 14. 

And in Purſuance of the Earl of Bath's. Propoſal, the 
foregoing Bill was brought into the Houſe. 


March 11. The Lords read a ſecond Time the Bill touch- 
ing the Knights of the Shire for Eng/and, and committed 
the ſame, and order'd the Lords to be ſummoned. 


The Earl of Bath then ſtood up and ſpoke as follows: An. 26. Geo. II. 


Then read a ſecond Time the Bill for the further quiet- Pebate on the 
ing and eſtabliſhing Corporations : Hereupon Lord Romney Bill for farther 
liood up and ſpoke to the following Effect. | quieting Corpo- 

; 18 85 : rations, 
My Lords, | 

When, at the Concluſion of a late Debate, it was pro- Lord Romney. 
poſed by a noble Lord, that a Bill ſhould be drawn up for 

lie Prevention of thoſe Diſturbances in Corporations, which 
| were 


7 


| (502) . : 
An. 16. Geo. II. were feared, and feared with great Reaſon, from the 7 
al 

and 


* 


1742. ment then given, the Equity and Propriety of the Pro 
was approved, at leaſt tacitly, by the whole 'Houſe ; 
a Bill for that Purpoſe has been accordingly drawn up, and 
brought in, in Conformity to the Notions which appeared, 
at the Time when it was propoſed, to prevail in the Houle, 
and formed in ſuch a Manner as to be very little liable to 
Evaſion, and therefore ſuch as, in my Opinion, will carry 
the greateſt Security. ; : 
The. Bill is now after the ſecond Reading, in due 
Courſe to be referred to a Committee; and then, whether 
it be agreeable to the Intention of your Lordſhips, whether 
any neceſſary Proviſions are omitted, whether any Ambi- 
guities may furniſh Opportunity to Artifice and Subtilty for 
ſuch Explanations of it as may defeat the End for which 
it is deſigned, will be properly enquired. I doubt not but 
it will be found, if not a perfect Bill, at leaſt a Foundation 
on which ſuch a Superſtructure of Securities may be raiſed, 
as all the Arts of malicious Proſecution, and all the Efforts 
7 of miniſterial Power ſhall never be able to overturn or ſhake, 
I ſhall at preſent, therefore, only beg your Lordſhips Indul- 
gence to ſhew the Neceſſity of a Bill for this Purpoſe, if 
the preſent ſhould not be approved. | | 
It is to be conſidered, my Lords, that the general State 
of moſt of the Corporations of this Kingdom is neceflarily 
ſuch, that very few of the Members can be ſuppoſed to un- 
derftand the Charter from which they derive their Autho- 
rity, and that therefore they do not regulate their Conduct 
by conſulting it as Occaſion may demand, but by enquiring, 
how their Predeceſſors acted in ſimilar Caſes, upon the Pre- 
ſumption very generally admitted, that the Precedent. on 
which the preſent Officer founds his Behaviour, was likewiſe 
juſtified by fome former Precedent, and that the Series of 
Precedents was ſo carried up to the firſt Inſtitution of the 
Corporation, when the Charter muſt be ſuppoſed to have 
been critically explained, and accurately underſtood. 
Thus, my Lords, in many Corporations, the Know- 
ledge of their own Privileges is merely traditional. Example 
ſupplies the Place of Rule, and the Charter however care- 
fully preſer ved is ſeidom conſulted, becauſe it is not under- 
ood. | 
7 But, my Lords, Tradition, where it is confined to 2 
ſmall Number, and where it ſometimes depends upon the 
Memory or Integrity of a ſingle Man, may be very eaſily 
changed, and infenſible Deviations from the Charter may 


be multiplied by Degrees, till a very great Change hall . 
N made 
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made in the State of the Corporation, who may yet think An. 16. Geo. II. 
that they are acting by Virtue f the Grant which their 1742. 
Predeceſſors received, and exerting no Privileges but what 
were granted them by regal Favour. | 5 

It is therefore, my Lords, to be remembered in favour 
of thoſe who have in any Caſe departed from the ſtrict Con- 
ſtruction or original Intention of their Charter, that their 
Deviations are for the greateſt Part rather Errors than Crimes, 
that they are more often the Effects of real and unavoidable 
Ignorance than of Artifice or Deſign, and that they have 
therefore a natural Claim to Pardon and Indulgence. 

* There is likewiſe another-Confideration which may in- 
duce your Lordſhips to promote a Bill like this, a Conſide- 
ration, in my Opinion, of very great Importance, and which 
a little Experience in Affairs will ſhow to be by no Means 
chimerical. It is not unlikely, my Lords, that many Char- 
ters may be diſregarded, becauſe they cannot poſſibly be ob- 
ſerved, or not without greater Inconvenience than the For- 
feiture of them would produce. 3 

It is very eaſy, my Lords, to ſuppoſe that by the In- 
creaſe or Diminution of the Number of Inhabitants, the 
Fluctuations of Trade, the Tranſlations of Property, the 
Accidents of War to which ſome of our Corporations have, 
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ate in the unhappy Times of our Anceſtors, been frequently ex- 
il poſed, the Calamities of Fire and Inundation which are 
in- equally to be dreaded at all Times, or the Improvements 
h0- or Degeneracy of the circumjacent Soil, our 'Towns are ſub- 
at je& to Changes either ſudden or gradual, while the Charter by 
9, which they are governed continues the ſame ; but it will eafily 
re- be imagined that the Form of Government which was con- 
on venient for one State may be impracticable in another. The 
iſe Government of a Town in its flouriſhing Condition may be 
of committed to ſuch a B6dy of Men, under various Denomina- 
the tions, as may exceed the Number of its Inhabitants in its De- 
Ve cline ; or ſuch Qualifications may be made neceſſary to its 

chief Magiſtrate, as in Time no Man may be found to poſſeſs. 
w. * It may likewiſe happen, my Lords, that by the Im- 
ple provement of any Manufacture or the Attainment of ſome 
re- new Advantages, a Town may be remarkably augmented 
er- and enriched, of which it is not difficult to find Examples 

in this Kingdom, the Charter then may be found equally ; 
) a inconvenient. Encreaſe of People produces new Combina- 
the tions of Property, and new Varieties of Claim ; and when 
ſily there is an Encreaſe of Poſſeſſions which are the natural Sub- 


nay Wl j<&s of Diſpute, Diſputes will likewiſe proportionably en- 
be creaſe ; if a Charter then be intended to enable the Magi- 
| ſtrates 


| 
i 
! 


* 


Z . 
An. 16. Geo. II. ſtrates to govern the Town, the CRONE * by equitable 
1742. Conſtructions be enlarged with the Wants of thoſe whoſe 
v=o Benefit is intended by ir WERE: ai 
That both theſe Caſes have happened in this Kingdom 
cannot be doubted ; nor can it be imagined that many Char- 
ters have been obſerved in the utmoſt Rigour, fince J believe 
it would appear, if their Dates were examined, that Trade 
has changed the whole Face of the Nation, ſince they were 
granted. Ms | 
t may likewiſe, my Lords, be eaſily conceived that 
ſome of the Charters may be in themſelves dubious, imper- 
feQ or inconſiſtent, that they may preſcribe Conditions im- 
poſſible to be always found in order to qualify the Magi. 
ſtrates. or omit Powers abſolutely neceſſary to Government, 
or direct the different Offices to be executed, in a Manner 
which muſt produce perpetual Diſputes. | 

All this, my Lords, may be reaſonably ſuſpected by any 
Man who conſiders the Imperfection of many of our Laus, 
though they paſs through the Conſideration of much greater 
Numbers than we can ſuppoſe to be engaged in drawing up 
a Charter, and though the Forms of the Legiſlature require 
that'they ſhould be read at different Intervals, that what is 
overlooked at one Time may be diſcovered at another. It 
is weil known that in the Execution of many of theſe Law 
the Senſe of ſome Paſſages was at firſt arbitrarily explained 
by the Courts, and ſuch Explanation confirm'd by a long 
Courſe of Precedents at laſt eſtabliſhed as authentic and in- 
dubitable, and that many Defects have been ſupplied by re- 
regarding only the Intention of the Legiſlature. _ 

What the Frailty of human Nature, even where it may 
be ſuppoſed to act with moſt Vigour, has hitherto made ne- 

ceſſary in the national Laws, may ſurely be allowed in the 
Charters of particular Corporations, nor can they be charged 
with any Departure from Right, in attemptirg to reconcile 
their Charters with Juſtice and with Reaſon. 

It may be urged, indeed, that when a Charter is found 
thus imperfect, or when the State of the Place is altered, a 
new Grant ſhould be ſolicited from the ſame Power which 
beſtowed the former, that no Society ſhould preſame to be- 
tow Privileges upon themſelves, or explain the Grants of the 
Crown according to their own preſent Convenience, or acct 
dental Caprice; that all Evils ſhould be redreſſed by proper al 
Authority, and that new Charters ſhould be granted where 01 
the old cannot be obſerved. 81 

* This, my Lords, may be eaſily and ſpeciouſly alledged af 
by thoſe who are deſirous of propagating Dependence, or 
| 8 | _.. "mm 


$66 
introducing Diſcontents, Complaints and Confuſion, but will An. 16. Geo. IT, 
not be much regarded by thoſe who are acquainted with the 1742. 
general State of Mankind, who know that theſe Inconve- 
niences are often felt by Degrees, that their firſt Acceſſes 
are too ſlight to require Complaint, and ſeem to admit of 
Remedies by ſuch trivial Alterations as are unworthy of any 
publick Notice, or formal Permiſſion, or legal Eſtabliſhment ; 
that the firit Deviations naturally, ſometimes neceſſarily, lead 
to others of which the Gradations are again ſmall, and if 
not in themſelves imperceptible, frequently unperceived, and 
diſregarded ; and that thoſe who have wandered fartheſt from 
their original Eſtabliſhment, do not know when they left 
the Path which was marked out for them, ſince each Man 
has followed him that went before him, upon Suppoſition 
that his Leader ſtill obſerved the Track of ſome other 
Guide. "M | 
It will likewiſe be worthy of the Candour of your Lord- 
ſhips to conſider what Difficulties Men, not much acquainted 
with publick Affairs, may find or fear in ſoliciting a new 
Charter; how ignorant they may be of the proper Methods 
of Application; how unable or how anwilling to ſupport. 
the Expence which the deteſtable Practice of our own Times, 
has made the certain Attendant upon all Solicitation ; how 
much the perpetual Struggles of Party have influenced the 
Determination of all Queſtions relating to Corporate Bodies; 
how unwillingly every Man diſſolves a certain Eitabliſhment | | 
in hopes of mending it by a lucky Chance ; and how juſtly | 
every Community may fear that, if their Charter was re- | 
ſigned, another would either not be granted, or would be | 
: I 
| 


wholly regulated by the private Intereſt of particular Per- 
ſons, who deſired either to puniſh or enſlave them, either to 
revenge paſt Diſappointments, or to prevent future Defeats. 
| * Theſe Conſiderations, my Lords, will eaſily appear to 
be reaſonable and general; that they are reaſonable, even 
the late Proſecution which gave Occaſion to this Bill will 
evince, and that they are general appears from this, that 
though it cannot be doubted but that the Changes which 
the laſt Century has produced in moſt of our Towns and 
Cities, mult naturally incline them to wiſh for ſome Altera- 
tions in their Charters, by which they may be better ac- 
commodated to their preſent State, yet we do not hear from 
any Part of the Kingdom of any Petitions for new Charters, 
or any Reſignations of thoſe which have been formerly 
granted; nor can this ſeeming Neglect of their Intereſt which 
apparently prevails in almoſt all the Towns of this Kingdom, 
be imputed to any other Cauſe than an univerſal Jealouſy 
Vor. VIII. Part 2. Aa a that 


( 
An. 16. Geo. II. that no Change can be obtained for the better, and that by 
1742. endeavouring to ſet themſelves free from leſs Evils they ſhall 
only expoſe themſelves to greater. e 
This is, in my Opinion, a ſufficient Apology for the 
Application of Remedies not ſtrictly legal, that they are eaſy, 
certain, and ſafe, and that thoſe which the Law preſcribes 
are hard to be obtained, and dubious in their Event ; that 
the one is in their own Hards, and may be uſed and laid a- 
fide at Pleaſure, the other muſt be procured by long Atten- 
dance and. expenſive Solicitation, and if obtained, will be 
impoſed for ever upon them, and may be in Time more bur- 
thenſome than the Evils which they were intended to re- 
move. Theſe Reaſons, though they cannot wholly juſtify, 
muſt at leaſt extenuate, any ſlight Tranſgreſſion of arbitrary 
Laws ; and he certainly deſerves to be applauded for his Re- 
gularity, who does not ſometimes commit equal Crimes with 
leſs Temptations. : | 
It is likewiſe reaſonable to believe, my Lords, that all 
theſe ſecret and unregarded Violations are commonly in 
themſelves either conducive to the general Advantage of $o- 
ciety, and therefore conſiſtent with the Intention, tho“ con- 
trary to the Words of the Charter, or at worlt indifferent; 
and therefore ſuch as, having been long tolerated, may be 
at length ſafely confirmed; confirmed in Conſequence of 
Experience, which is the ſure, the only Guide in compli- 
cated Caſes. That they are not detrimental, may be con- 
claded from the Silence with which they have been ated, 
and the Patience with which they have been borne ; for it 
cannot be imagined that one Part of a Corporatidn would 
ſuffer another to recede from their common Charter for the 
ſake of any particular Intereſt, or that the whole Body 
weuld concur to violate it but for the general Advantage. 
It therefore appears to me, that your Lordſhips by con- 
firming, the Charters of this Kingdom in their preſent State, 
will eſtabliſn Peace, and promote Happineſs, and that your 
Endeavours will deferve the Thanks both of the preſent 
Age and of Poſterity. 
For which I move, that the Bill be referred to a Come 


mittee. 


| 


E. of Cholmon- The Earl of Cholmondeley ſpoke next. 
deiey, [iy Lords, | : 
« I am very far from denying in general all the Poſitions 
of the noble Lord. He muſt be allowed to have given us a 
very ſtriking View of the Reaſons which may poſſibly have 


contributed to the Violation of Charters; he has ſhewn great 
5 Extert 
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Extent of Obſervation, and great Strength of Reflection, in An. 16. Geo. II. 
comprehending and explaining all the Inconveniences which 1742 
may ariſe from a ſtrict Adherence to them, and no leſs Dex- 
terity in extenuating the Offence of departing from them. 

That many of his Aſſertions are true, that ſome of them 
cannot be reaſonably ſuppoſed falſe, I am ready to confeſs ; 
but cannot therefore admit the Inference which he intends, 
that this Bill is conſequently neceſſary or proper ; for I cannot 
but think that it muſt appear more dangerous to the publick 
Happineſs, than the Evils which it is deſigned to obviate or 
to remove. 

Let us conſider, my Lords, what we are about to enact 
by conſenting to the Bill which is now before us; it is pro- 
poſed, that all the preſent Practices of all the Corporations, 
of this Kingdom, if not queſtioned or ſuppreſſed before a 

certain Time, which Time is intended, I ſuppoſe, to be 
placed at no great Diſtance, ſhall for ever be confirmed, and 
confidered a Part of their Charter, that no Election ſhould 
be- called in queſtion, nor the Qualifications of any Magi- 
ſtrate examined, - 

* The firſt Reflection that muſt occur to every Man whoſe 
Vote is defired for a Law like this, is, that he is required 
to at in the Dark, to confirm PraQtices with which he is 
unacquainted, of which he knows neither the previous Mo- 
tives, nor the conſequent Effects; and to ſupport Magiſtrates 
of whom he knows not how they obtained, or execute their 
Offices. It is impoſſible not to conſider, that by paſſing this 
Bill, we ſhall decide a thouſand Queſtions which we have 
not examined, and juſtify a thouſand Actions of which we 
have had no Account. f 

Jo act thus, my Lords, is ſurely unworthy of an Aſ- 
ſemby celebrated at once for Wiſdom and for Juſtice ; it is 
unworthy of a rational Being, to determine without any 
Motives to influence him; it is the wildeſt Deviation from 
the Paths of Juſtice to decide without hearing the Cauſe. 

© The noble Lord has, indeed, endeavoured to ſhew, that 
this Conduct may be beneficial, but cannot be dangerous; 
chat though we do not know the particular State of every 
Tranſaction that will be involved in this Bill of Impunity 
and Security, we have yet Knowledge ſufficient to influence 
us to paſs it; ſince in his Opinion, it is reaſonable to con- 
ceive, that all the Violations of Charters are innocent at 
leaſt, if not beneficial; and therefore by ſecuring them from 
Cenſure, we ſhall do no Injury to any Community. 

* I cannot diſcover, my Lords, any Reaſon for imagining 
that Charters are never broken, but for good Purpoſes. f 

| Aa a 2 am 
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An. 15. Geo, II. am not much inclined to believe, when I ſee the Law his 


ken, that the Law is to be blamed ; for, tho' Laws are the 


ons; ln Contrivances only of human Wiſdom, and therefore may be 


in ſome Caſes inconvenient, and in others defective, and tho 
it is not impoſſible, that the Happineſs which a Law is in. 
tended to promote, may be more advanced by neglecting than 
obſerving it, yet I cannot allow, that private Men ſhould 
erect a Tribunal ſuperior to the Legiſlative Power ; and [ 
think that the Precept, of which every Man is left at Liberty 


to judge, and by which therefore no Man is obliged, is no 


Law. Nor do I readily conceive, that thoſe who break the 
Law, find it ſo mach inconvenient to the Publick as to them- 
ſelves. 

To aſſert, that the Charter is never broken but for the 
general Advantage of thoſe to whom it was granted, is, in 
my Opinion, to aſſert not only without Proof, but againſt 
Experience. Charters, my Lords, are often broken in the 
Struggles of Party, only to obtain a fingle Victory, or tem- 
porary Superiority ; they are broken ſometimes by the weal- 
thy and powerful, for more deteſtable and infamous Purpo- 
ſes, for the ſake of engroſſing Authority, and of opprefling 
thoſe who ſhall murmur at their Admiviſtration. They are 
broken ſometimes for the ſake of diverting publick Chari- 
ties to private Uſes, ſometimes to aggrandiſe particular Fa- 
milies, ſometimes to advance the general Intereſt'of the 
Town to the Diſadvantage of Foreigners, or of neighbouring 
Places, and ſometimes indeed, which is molt eaſily to be ex- 
cuſed, by mere Negligence or Ignorance. 

« If a View were to be taken of all the Boroughs and Ci- 
ties of this Kingdom, I am afraid, my Lords, Inſtances of 
Charters, violated for the moſt Aagitious of the Reaſons which 
I have enumerated, would very frequently occur; for no- 
thing can be more fallacious than the Inference made by the 
noble Lord, that no Incorvenience is felt or feared from the 
Violation of Charters, becauſe no Petitions are offered to the 
Parliament, and no Proſecutions are commenced , in the 
Courts. 

It is to be conſidered, my Lords, how many Cruelties 
and Injurics are ſuffered every Day in the Si: ht of almoſt 
8926 Man, without any regular Appeal to the Laws for Re- 
dreis, and very often without Refiitance, and without Com- 
plaint ; A let us reflect upon the Fraſons of this Submithon, 
and we Hail ſoon diſcover, that a Practice is not neceſſarily 
approv's Le id is borne. 

When ee tartert are broken, the ire broke certainly 


with joms bemplation of Advantage, and in Confidence 
that 
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that the Violation will paſs uncenſured ; but it does not fol- an, 16. Geo. II. 


low, that this Confidence ariſes from Integrity, or that the 
Advantage which tempted to it was general. It is, I am 
afraid, my Lords, more frequently to be found, that by the 
Violation of Charters, as by the Depravity of other Go- 
vernments, the Many are injured for the Gain of the Few; 
and that Practices contrary to the original Inſtitution of Cor- 
porations, are continued by the ſame Arts and the ſame 
Weakneſſes as all the other Oppreſlions of tyrannical Govern- 
ment. The Advantage of Oppreſſion is immediate, and cer- 
tain, and great becauſe it is extended to few, who, becauſe 
they are few, are eafily. united by common Intereſt, or by 
common Danger: The Advantage of Reſiſtance is diſtant 
and uncertain, and perhaps to each Individual not worth the 
Danger of the Conteſt, in which, if he ſhould be deſerted 
by his Aſſociates, or overcome by Artifice or Strength, he 
mult expect to be purſued with the utmoſt Rage of Ven- 
cance. \ 

K. This Argument it is not now neceſſary to trace thro' 


thoſe Deductions which might raiſe it to Certainty ; it is e- 


nough, that it appears upon the moſt tranſient View, equally 
probable with thoſe to which it is oppoſed, and that it may 
be ſtrengthened even by the Reaſoning of the noble Lord, 
whoſe Eloquence and Acuteneſs have given Occaſion to it. 
Let him conſider, my Lords, the Reaſons why thoſe who 
are diſlatisfied with their preſent Charter do not petition for 
another, let him conſider once more the Expence of Solicita- 
tion, the Labour of Attendance, the Virulence of Party, and 
the Danger of Diſappointment, and he will not wonder, that 
the Violation of Charters is ſometimes borne by thoſe who do 
not approve it. Many Men who are oppreſſed want Spirit, 
and others Money to ſet themſelves free; many are afraid of 
interrupting their Quiet, and many of being branded for 
Diſcontent and Litigiouſneſs, 
© It is likewiſe to be remembered, that the Charters, re- 
preſented as very little conſulted or underſtood by thoſe on 
whom they are ſuppoſed to confer Authority, may be no bet- 
ter known to thoſe who ſubmit to the Authority conferred by 
them; and to the noble Lord's Plea, that Charters are vio- 
lated by Ignorance more than by Deſign, it may be eaſily 
replied, that the Violation of Charters is likewiſe oſtener 
borne, becauſe thoſe who are oppreſſed are unacquainted with 
the Extent of their own legal Claims, than approved as ne- 
cefiry to the general Advantage of the Community. 
- © Surely nothing would therefore be more unreaſonable 
than to confirm the preſent Uſages and Cuſtoms of Corpora- 
| A a a 3 tions 
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Lord Hardwich. 
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An. 16. Geo. II. tions without Reſtriction, and without Limits ;. to deprive 


perhaps a great Part of our Fellow Subje&s of Rights to 

which they have not a Claim leſs juſt, becauſe they do not 

know them, or cannot at preſent conveniently aſſert them, 

and to eltabliſh Oppreſſion, which is not leſs criminal, becauſe 
it is practiſed, under the Sanction of a Charter. 

If a Bill ſhould be propoſed to your Lordſhips by which 
every Man ſhould be confirmed in his preſent Poſſeſſions, by 
what Title ſoever held, or by what Means ſoever obtain'd ; 
if it was propoſed to you to enact, that ſtolen Goods not re- 
claimed ina certain Time ſhould remain for ever the Pro. 
perty of the Thief, the Motion would be rejected with  Indig- 
nation ; yet I knaw not what could be urg'd againſt it, that 
is not really of equal Force againſt this Bill. 

That there are ſome Inconveniences in the preſent Prac- 
tice, cannot be denied. Some Deviations from Charters are 
perhaps inevitable, others are rather Errors than Crimes, 
and yet all of them ſubject Corporations and Magiſtrates to 
vexatious Proſecutions, and expenſive Conteſts ; all of them 
may ſometimes furniſh Opportunities to the Agents of Fac- 
tion or Ambition, to call in Law to the Aſſiſtance of Party, 
and under the Pretence of publick Juſtice to advance the par- 
ticular Intereſts of wicked Men. Theſe, my Lords, are 
real Evils, and for theſe, he that can provide an adequate 
Remedy will deſerve to be remembered with the higheſt Ho- 
nour by all future Ages. But ſurely, my Lords, to prevent 
theſe Proſecutions by legitimating the Practice, however 
criminal, that may give Occaſion to them, is not more m- 
tional or juſt, than to decree, that no Crime ſhall be hence- 
forward puniſhed, becauſe ſome Puniſhments have been un- 
juſtly inflited ; that no Thief ſhall be hereafter proſecuted, 
becauſe fome Proſecutors have ſhewn that they acted rather 
from Malice than from Juſtice. 

* For my Part, my Lords, I am afraid thas this Evil 
muſt remain among the irremediable Inconveniences of Go- 
vernment, among the _ unavoidable Conſequences of the 
Wickedneſs of Mankind, and that as no Bill can provide for 
all the particular Intereſts that can be computed, nor the 
contrary Practices of different Places that are to be adjuſted, 
ſo no general Law can be made, which will not rather ſup· 
port Guilt than ſecure Innocence. 


The Lord ciner then roſe up and ſpoke as follows: 
My Lords, 
As no human Inſtitution can be ſo abſolutely perfect a 
to be free from all nne, it requires great Judg- 
; i + ment 
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the feweſt, or the leaſt dangerous Conſequences. This is the 
moſt that can be done by human Wiſdom, and to do this 
requires the ſtricteſt Scrutiny, the moſt mature Deliberation. 
The Scope and Intent of this Bill I approve of, and I ſhall 


grant, that the Bill is fundamentally right; but I am afraid, 
that in the Shape it now appears in, - it will produce more and 


reater Evils than thoſe it is intended to cure. To remain 
always liable to Proſecutions, Penalties and Forfeitures, is a 
moſt unfortunate Situation for a private Man, and it is e- 
qually ſo for a publick Society or Corporation. Such a Cor- 
poration, I ſhall allow, muſt always be very much under the 
Influence of Miniſters, who muſt neceſſarily have the Di- 
rection of thofe Proſecutions, and the Power of exacting 
thoſe Penalties and Forfeitures. For preventing this, I wiſh 
a Law could be contrived, which would. not expoſe us to 
greater Evils ; but I fear it is impoſlible ; for there are ma- 
ny Evils and many Inconveniences which every Society is 
expoſed to, that cannot be prevented by a poſitive and par- 
ticular Law, without opening a Door for greater; ſuch E- 
vils or Inconveniences muſt therefore be left to the Care of 
the Civil Magiſtrate, and the Superintendency of the ſu- 
preme and abſolute Power of the Society. By our happy 
Conſtitution this ſupreme and abſolute Power is lodg'd in ſuch 


Hands as may ſafely be truſted : It is lodg'd in King, Lords, 


and Commons ; and as they have a Power to declare that to 
be a Crime which was never declar'd to be ſo by any Sta- 
tute ; as they have a Power to inflict an adequate Puniſh- 
ment, tho' no particular Puniſhment was ever preſcribed by 


any poſitive Law, we have the leſs Reaſon to increaſe the 


Volume of our Statute Book, already too voluminous, by 
deſcribing every Crime that can be imagined, or by preſcri- 
bing Remedies for every Inconvenience, the Society may be 


ſuppos'd to be liable to. 


It is the Buſineſs of the Crown to take Care, that every 


Member of the Society conforms himſelf to thoſe Laws and 
Regulations which are eftabliſh'd for the good Government 
and Happineſs thereof ; it is the Duty of the Crown to pro- 


ſecute thoſe that do not, and to exact the Penalties and For- 


ſeitures Offenders have incurr'd, when the Good of the So- 
ciety requires Rigour; and the Performance of this Duty 
muſt neceſſarily be lodg'd in the Hands of the Miniſters and 
Servants of the Crown: If they make Uſe of the Power thus 
neceſſarily lodg'd in their Hands, to gain an illegal Influence 
over our Cities and Corporations with regard to their Elec- 
tions, I ſhall grant it a real Evil: I ſhall grant, that the pro- 
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Poſſeſſion of any long Duration, the Bill wilt have no Effect; 
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Remedy our Conſtitution has already provided. 'An Im- 
peachment is the proper Remedy : That Remedy is to be 
applied by the other Houſe, who are certainly the beſt Jud. 
es, becauſe they will firſt feel the Effects of the Diſtemper. 
Por this Reaſon, my Lords, I muſt ſuppoſe, that the 
Diſtemper intended to be cured, or rather prevented, by 
this Bill, is as yet imaginary, and conſequently that the Bill 
is at preſent unneceſſary; but this is not all: If this Bill, as 
it row ſtands, ſhould be paſs'd into a Law, I think it would 
be attended with many Inconveniences ; or that otherwiſe it 
would be without any Effect; for if you limit the Preſcripti- 
on to « very ſhort Time, it would be of the moſt dangerous 
Coniequence ; and if you fix it at a very long Term, the 
Bill could have little or no Effect, becauſe the Power of Mi. 
niſters, with reſpe& to the Proſecutions they may carry on 
againſt Corporations, would remain ſo extenſive, that an ill 
Uſe of it might produce all the bad Effects it can do at pre- 
ſeat, and conſequently could not be reſtrained by this Bill, 
but by that Remedy which our Conſtitution has already e- 
Rabl:'d; I mean a Parliamentary Inquiry, and an Im- 
veachment, or Bill of Pains and Penalties from the othe: 
Houſe. $4 | 
* Preſcription, my Lords, or that Right which a Man 
acquires by a long uninterrupted Poſſeſſion, has always been 
look'd on with an evil Eye by the Common Law of this 
Kingdom ; and the Statutes, by which Preſcriptions or Li- 
mitations are eltabliſh'd have been generally, and ought to be 
ſtrictly interpreted. So cautious has our Law been of adopt- 
ing this Method of acquiring a Right or an Immunity, that 
Nullum Tempus occurrit Regi has been always held asa 
Maxim; and even to this Day, it is held very diſhonoura- 
ble for a Man to plead any of our Statutes of Limitation, in 
avoidance of what is ſuppoſed to be a juſt Debt. Now, my 
Lords, an Office in any City or Borough is a Right which 
ought to be juſtly and lawfully acquired, as much as any 
other ; and the juſt and lawful Way of acquiring ſuch a 
Right, is by a due and regular Election, or Admiſſion of a 
Perton properly qualify'd for that Office. If the Perſon be 
not properly qualified, or not duly and regularly admitted 
or elected, he has no juſt Title to that Office; and yet by 
this Bill you are to give him an indefeaſible Right, if he can 
but keep Poſſeſſion for a few Months, or for a ſmall Num- 
ber of Years: I fay, a ſmall Number of Years, for if you 
make the Time for quieting ſuch an Officer's or Magitrate's 


and 
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and if you eſtabliſh a very ſhort Term, it will, in my Opi- An. 16. Geo. II. 


nion, be eſtabliſhing Injuſtice and Violence by a Law. 


« Beſides the Injuſtice, my Lords, which this Bill may be — 


taxed with, it may be ſaid to be a Sort of Encroachment 
upon the Prerogatives of the Crown; ſor as the King has 
the ſole Right of eſtabliſhing Corporations, he likewiſe has a 
Right to take Care, that the Corporation, as well as every 
Officer and Magiſtrate that belongs to it, ſhall obſerve the 
Rules he has been pleaſed to preſcribe to them in their Char- 
ter; and to limit his Power of proſecuting for any Neglect 
or Non-obſervance to a very ſhort Term, is not only an En- 
croachment upon his Right, but it may be attended with ve- 
ry bad Conſequences ; for good Order and even the publick 
Tranquility require, that every ſubordinate Society ſhould 
obſerve the Rules and Orders which have been preſcribed 
for their Conduct by the ſupreme Power; and we cannot 
ſuppoſe, that any Corporation, or any Magiſtrate or Officer 
of a Corporation, will be very exact in their Obſervance of 
thoſe Rules and Orders, when they know, that a Year or 
two's Neglect of Proſecution, (a Neglect which the Officers 
of the Crown are too often guilty of) will ſecure them againſt 
all the Diſabilities they may at firſt have labour'd under, 
and againſt all the Penalties and Forfeitures they may have 
afterwards incurr'd. What Confuſion this may introduce, 
or how it may tend to diſturb the publick Tranquility, may 
be apprehended, but cannot be eaſily foreſeen. 

I muſt further obſerve, my Lords, that this Bill is really 
a Sort of Repeal of thoſe Laws, which have always been 
deemed the great Security of our Church as by Law eſta- 
bliſhed. When I ſay this, every Lord muſt ſuppoſe, I mean 
the Corporation and Teſt Acts: for if this Bill be paſs'd into 
a Law, the moſt rigid Diſſenter might get himſelf choſen an _ 
Alderman of London, or a Magiſtrate of ſome other City or 


Borough, without taking the Oaths, or conforming to what 


is required by Law, for the Security of our Church ; and if 
he eſcapes being proſecuted during the Time to be limited by 
this Bill, he might continue in that Magiſtracy during Lite, 
without ever conforming himſelf to the eſtabliſh'd Church ; 
for the Act does not require his conforming after he is elected; 
and after the Expiration of that Time, his Election could 
not be declared void on account of his not having conformed 
within the Year preceding his Election; ſo that if this Bill 
was paſs'd into a Law, all thoſe Magiſtrates in our Cities or 
Boroughs, who are choſen for Life, might be ſuch as open! y 
frequented Conventicles ; for if they did not go there in 

their 
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be removed nor puniſhed for the Affront put upon the eſta. 
bliſh'd Church. | OO | 

To this I ſhall add, my Lords, that the paſſing of this 
Bill into a Law would be very inconvenient for the Corpo. 
rations themſelves, and might bring many of them into 
great Confuſion ; for their Magiſtrates and Officers would 
become negligent, and conſequently commit great Overſight 
in the Execution of their Office, if they knew that they 
could neither be removed nor puniſhed for ſuch Negligence, 
unleſs the Proſecution ſhould be commenced within a ſhort 
Time after the Fault committed, which might very probab- 
ly be expired before the Neglect or Overſight could be di- 
covered. | 

If the Bill were neceſſary, yet, I think the preſent a 
very improper Conjuncture for our paſſing it. We know 
how jealous the People are of the Liberties and Privileges 
of our Cities and Corporations : We know, that an Attempt 
upon, or rather the actual Invaſion of their Liberties and 
Privileges, was one of the chief Cauſes of that general Diſ- 
content which brought about the Revolution; and our paſ- 
ſing ſuch a Bill would make moſt People ſuſpect, that ſome 
Attempts of the ſame Nature had lately been made. I; 
this a proper Time to give any Ground for ſuch a dange- 
rous Suſpicion ? We are already engaged in one dangerous 
War: We are, I may ſay, upon the Brink of being enga- 
ged in another. Is ſuch a Conjuncture proper for raiſing 
a Suſpicion, which muſt produce ſuch a general Diſcontent, 
as may not only encourage our Enemies to invade us, but 
crown their Invaſion with Succeſs ? Whilſt the Bill remains 


In this Houſe, it is not much heard of without Doors ; but 


if it ſhould be ſent to the other, let the Bill be in itſelf 
never ſo improper, let the Objections to the Form of it be 
never ſo ſtrong, I ſhould be afraid of its being rejected, be. 
cauſe the People without Doors, who could not hear the 
Reaſons for rejecting it, would, from its being agreed to by 
this Houſe, ſuſpet, that ſome Attempts had lately been 
made upon the Liberties and Privileges of our Corporations; 
and from its being rejected by the other Houſe they would 
be convinced, not only that ſuch Attempts had been made, 
but that they had been made with ſuch Succeſs as to render 
the Bill for preventing them unſucceſsful. I—_ 
For theſe Reaſons, my Lords, tho' in general I approve 
of the Deſign of the Bill, tho' I think it fundamentally 
right, yet as I think it unneceſſary ; as I cannot approve of 
the Form in which it is at preſent, and as I think it * 
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be extremely dangerous to paſs any ſuch Bill at this Juncture, An. 16. Geo. II. 


I mult be againſt its being committed.” 


Lord Raymond ſpoke next to the following Effect: 
My Lords, | 

As I pretend to no great Knowledge of the Law, I ſhall 
not determine how far this Bill may tend to obſtruct the Law 
Proceedings againſt thoſe Corporations that have not only 
forfeited, but deſerved to be ſtript of their Charter ; for 
that a Corporation may deſerve to be disfranchiſed, I believe, 
none of your Lordſhips will deny ; and when we conſider, 
that Mobs, Riots, and Inſurrections, generally begin in Ci- 
ties and Corporate 'Towns, I believe, it will be granted by 
all thoſe who deſire to have the publick Tranquility pre- 
ſerved, that our Cities and Corporate 'Towns cannot be kept 
too much under the Eye of the ſupreme Magiſtrate. If this 
Bill ſhould be found to be ſuch an Obſtruction to our Law 
Proceedings, that no Corporation, however guilty, could be 
proſecuted within the Time limited, which may be the Caſe 
if you make that Limitation too ſhort, it muſt be granted, 
that the Bill would be attended with very dangerous Con- 
ſequences. But upon this Occafion, a Doctrine has been 
advanced, with Regard to Prerogative, which I think ſome- 
thing new. It has been ſaid, my Lords, that Prerogative 
is deſigned ſolely for the Good of the Society; and that 
therefore when any Prerogative is ſo far extended, or exer- 


ciſed in ſuch a Manner, as to be hurtful to the Society, it 


ceaſes to be Prerogative, and comes to be nothing but an 
illegal Power. ; 

* I ſhall grant, that all the Prerogatives of the Crown 
are deſigned for the Good of Society, ſo is every Power 
with which any Magiſtrate whatever is inveſted. There is 
no Difference in this Reſpe& between the Powers with which 
the Crown is by our Conſtitution inveſted, and that of infe- 
rior Magiſtrates, except only the Name, thoſe Powers that 
are lodg'd in the Crown being called by a peculiar Name, 
Prerogatives ; and theſe as well as the Powers any inferior 
Magiſtrate is iriveſted with, may be made a bad Uſe of, but 
are not for that ſingle Reaſon to be abrogated or reſtrained ; 
for every Reſtraint is, in ſo far as it goes, an actual Abro- 
gation or Annihilation of the Power. If an inferior Magi- 
ſtrate makes a bad Uſe of his Power, he may be puniſhed, 
he ought to be puniſhed ; and as the Prerogatives of the 
Crown are, or by our Conſtitution are ſuppoſed to be exer- 
ciſed, or adviſed by the Miniſters, if they make a bad Uſe 
of them, they ovght to be puniſhed ; but as the Wiſdom of 

| our 


Lord Raymond, 
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An. 16. Geo. II. our Anceſters, and long Experience have found it neceſſary 


for the Good of the Society, and for giving our Govern. 
ment a proper Activity, to lodge ſuch Powers in the Hands 
of the Crown, a Prerogative is not to be limited or reſtrain- 
ed becauſe a Miniſter has made a bad Uſe of it. 

For this Reaſon, my Lords, whenever a Queſtion comes 
before us about the Prerogatives of the Crown, we are to 
conſider only, whether that Prerogative be neceſſary for the 
Exerciſe of Government. | 

Our Corporations, my Lords, are, I may ſay, the Crea- 
tures of the Crown. By our Conſtitution it has always been 
thought fit to leave the creating of them in the Power of 
the Crown, and at the Time of their Creation the King 
may preſcribe to them whatever Form and Rules of Govern- 
ment he thinks fit. This Form they are obliged to adhere 
to, theſe Rules they are obliged to obſerve : If they do not, 
they forfeit their Charter ; and the King may, or may not, 
take Advantage of that Forfeiture, as he pleaſes. This Pow- 
er has for Time immemorial been lodged in the Crown with- 


out Limitation, and has always been thought neceſlary for 


preſerving the Order and good Government of our Cities 
and Corporations. But nothing that has been approved of 
and eſtabiiſhed by our Anceſtors, can, it ſeems, give Satiſ- 
faction to the Reformers of the preſent Age; and therefore 
this Prerogative of the Crown is, J find, to be curtailed, 
and ſettled according to a new Model, by which theſe Re- 
formers pretend our Liberties will be more ſecure. _ 
Liberty, my Lords, is a favourite Word, and has al- 


ways been fo in every free Country; but it is too often a 


Maſk for Ambition and Luſt of Power: Julius Ce/ar made 
himſelf Maſter of Rome, in order to preſerve the Liberties 
of Rome; and the Contenders for Liberty in Charles Ift's 
Reign, brought their Country under the abſolute Power of 
Oliver Cromwell. I wiſh we may not be now drawing to- 
wards ſome ſuch fatal Cataſtrophe ; for the Liberties of a 
free Country are always moſt in Danger, when the People 
are molt clamorous for Liberty. We have for many Ages 
preſerved our Liberties under our preſent Form of Govern- 
ment : But no one can tell what may be the Conſequence 
of any Innovation. I hope, the People of this Country will 
never again give Occafion to ſay of them as was ſaid of the 
Plebeians or Commons of Name under their Decemwir: : 
Avide ruendo ad Libertatem in Servitutem elapſi. 

* This, my Lords, makes me afraid of every Innovation. 
If any Attempts have lately been made upon our Liberties, 
let us puniſh the Aggreſſors; but do not let us alter that 
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Conſtitution under which we have ſo hong preſerved our An. 16. Geo. II. 


Liberties, What is now propoſed will, I think, make a 
very great Alteration in our Conſtitution, by taking almoſt 
entirely away from the Crown, that Power over Cities and 
Corporations, which I think abſolutely neceſſary for preſer- 
ving in them a due Subordination to the Government of their 
Country 3 and conſequently I muſt be againſt the commit- 
ting of this Bill. : | 


| 
The Eart of Sandabich ſtood up next and ſpoke in Sub- x, of Sandwich, 


ſtance thus: 


My Lords, e 


I ſhall very readily join with the noble Lord who ſpoke 
aſt, in one Thing he was pleaſed to ſay. His Lordſhip was 


pleaſed to obſerve, That the Liberties of a free Country 
* are never more in Danger than when the People are cla- 
* morous for Liberty.“ In this I agree ”_ him ; for the 
People will never be clamorous for Liberty, but when they 
feel themſelves oppreſſed. And then, I hope, they will always 
mee: with ſome amongſt us who will have Compaſſion 


enough to give Ear to their Cries, and Courage enough to 


| endeavour to relieve them from their Oppreſſions. In ſuch 


Caſes, 'tis true, the People have often, eſpecially in this 
Country, been deceived by Leaders, who, as has afterwards 
appeared, ſet themſelves up as Patrons of Liberty, with no 
other View but to get into Power. But is this a Reaſon 
for the People's being quiet under Oppreſſion? No, my 
Lords, it never can be thought ſo : In this Country, I hope, 
it never will appear to be ſo. A brave and virtuous Peo- 
ple never will tamely ſubmit to Slavery or Oppreſſion: If 
they are deſerted or betrayed by one Set of Men they will 
chuſe agother; and very probably make an Example of 
tnoſe that had betrayed them, as they did in the Reign of 

Charles the Tit. | 
It is a Miſtake, my Lords, which moſt Men run into, 
to think, that Julius Cæſar ſubverted the Liberties of Rome. 
They were ſubverted long before his Time 0 the Corrup- 
tion and Venality of the Roman Citizens; and, indeed, it 
could not well happen otherwiſe; for, by their many Con- 
queits, they had made the Top of their Commonwealth too 
large for the Bottom. Their Governors of Provinces re- 
turned with ſuch immenſe Riches to Rome, that they began 
to me It in their Power to bribe the Roman Citizens, in 
whom the whole Power of that great Repablick was ulti- 
uely lodged ; and from the Time the Votes of the Citi- 
| Zens 
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An. 16. Geo, II. zens began to be venal, from that Time, I ſay, they began 


to be the Slaves of thoſe that could bribe them. If the 
Romans had enlarged the Foundation of their Government 
in Proportion as they encreaſed their Conqueſts, they might 
have preſerved their Freedom much longer than they did ; 
but as ſoon as a few Citizens became rich enough to corrupt 
the Fountain of their Government, the People of courſe be. 
came Slaves to a few of the Grandees, and the whole Con- 
tention was, which of theſe ſhould be the chief Tyrant. 
Theſe were the Circumſtances of Rome, when the Conteſt 
happened between Pompey and Fulius Cæſar; and therefore, 
the Conteſt was not then about overthrowing or eſtabliſhing 
the Liberties of Rome, hut whether Julius Cæſar or Pampe) 
ſhould be Maſter of the Romans. 3 
This I mention, my Lords, to ſhew how careful ye 
ought to be, to prevent its being ever in the Power. of any 
one Man, or Set of Men, to corrupt the Fountain of our 
Government, which I take to be the two Houſes of Parlia- 
ment. Whenever any Thing like this happens, Oppreſſion 
muſt enſue ; and when the People feel the Oppreſſion, they 
will clamour. What ſignifies it to tell us, that our Conſti- 
tution and Liberties were overturned by Oliver Cromwell? 
Will any Lord ſay, that the People ought to have ſubmitted 
quietly to the Tyranny and Oppreſſion of King Charles the 
Firſt's Miniſters? I ſay, his Miniſters, my Lords, for I am 
very far from thinking that he himſelf was, -in his Nature, 
either oppreſſive or tyrannical ; but it is as plain as Hiſtory 
and Records can make it, that his whole Reign, from the 
Beginning to the Year 1640, was a continued Courſe of 
Obſtinacy and Oppreſſion upon the Side of the Court, and 
Patience and Suffering upon the Side of the People. The 
Friends of their Country foreſaw, that fatal Conſequences 
might happen from a Civil War : They dreaded, I do not 
queſtion, all that did really happen, and that made them 
ſo loth to engage; but at laſt they ſaw, that certain Slavery 


would be the Conſequence of ſubmitting tamely any longer, 


whereas, by bravely oppoſing, they had a Chance for the 
Re- eſtabliſnment of Liberty. | 

* What happened, therefore, by the Art aad Manage- 
ment of Oliver Cromavell, can be no Argument for the Peo- 
ple to allow themſelves to be made Slaves by the Miniſters 
of any King; becauſe if the Diſpute ſhould unfortunately, 
as, I hope, it never will, produce a Civil War, and the 
People thould get the better, it is hardly poffible to ſuppoſe, 
that the ſucceisfu] General would be able to do as Ollie: 
Cremarell did; for he was not only in himſelf a Prodigy 


* 
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an Army of Enthuſiaſts, who, of all Sorts of Men, are the 
molt liable to be deceived by one who knows how to touch 
the proper String of their Madneſs. But on the other hand, 
what happened under King Charles the Firſt, ought to be a 
Warning to all future Kings and Miniſters, to liſten to the 


Cries of the People, and not refuſe obſtinately what the 


Majority of the Nation think abſolutely neceſſary for ſecu- 
ring their Liberties againſt ſuppoſed Dangers. Let thoſe 
Dangers be ever ſo imaginary, if the People cannot be per- 
ſuaded that they are ſo, ſomething oaght to be done, ſome 
Conceſſions ought to be made by the Court, in order to 
give the People Satisfaction; and our Hiſtories may ſhew 
us, that the People of this Country are but too eaſily ſatis- 
fed ; which is the chief Reaſon of our Conſtitution's being 
ſo often in want of Amendment. | 

It is really pleaſant to hear ſome Lords talk of Innova- 
tions in our Conſtitution. For God's ſake, my Lords, what 
are the Laws we paſs yearly ? Is not every publick Law an 
Innovation in our Conſtitution ? Do not we thereby add to, 
alter, or abridge, ſome of the Powers or Prerogatives of the 
Crown ? If we had not made many Laws for this Purpoſe, 
can it be ſaid, we ſhould now have had any Liberty left ? 
Criminals are every Day inventing new Crimes, or new Me- 
thods for evading the Laws that bave been made for puniſh- 
ing or preventing them, which obliges us almoſt every Year 
to paſs new Laws againſt them: By theſe the Power of the 
Crown is generally enlarged. Miniſters again are almoſt 
always contriving new Methods for extending the Preroga- 
tives of the Crown to the Oppreſſion of the People, which 
obliges us to be often contriving new Laws for reſtraining 
them: By theſe the Power of the Crown, I ſhall grant, is 


leſſened, What then? Is not our Government a limited 


Monarchy ? Is not the Power of the Crown limited by our 
Conſtitution and Laws ? If by Experience it be found, that 
the Power of the Crown is not, in ſome Caſes, ſufficiently 
limited by the Laws in being, muſt not we, ought we not to 
contrive new Laws for that Purpoſe? Some Lords may, if they 
pleaſe, call this an Encroachment upon the Prerogatives of 
the Crown : I ſhall not fall out with them about the Term, 
becauſe I think the Prerogative.may, and ought to be re- 
ſtrained, as often as Experience convinces us that it is turned 
to a wrong Uſe, 

This, my Lords, is the very Caſe now before us: Very 


lite Experience has convinc'd us, that with regard to the 


Power tae Crown has of proſecuting Corporations or Offi- 
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of their Charter, this Power, or Prerogative if you 
will, is too extenſive, A new Miniſterial Trick for extend. 
ing this Prerogative to the Oppreſſion of the People, was but 
laſt Seſſion diſcover'd ; and now it is diſcover'd, ſhall not we 
contrive ſome new Law for preventing this dangerous Prac- 
tice? A Practice, my Lords, by which our Conſtitution 
mult very ſoon, if not prevented, be fundamentally overtum- 
ed. To talk of Prerogative upon ſuch an Occaſion, and to 
boggle at making any Incroachment upon it, ſeems to me to 
be ſhewing a much greater Concern for the Prerogatives of 
the Crown than for the Liberties of the People, which I am 
ſure, none of your Lordſhips would be guilty of, and I think 
you ſhould avoid even the Appearance of it; and if fo, you 
mult agree to the committing of this Bill. | 

I am ſurpriſed, my Lords, to hear this Bill repreſented 
as ſuch an outragious Incroachment upon the Prerogatives of 
the Crown, or as if the Crown were thereby to be deprived 
of the Power to keep any Corporation to the ſtrict Obſerr- 
ance of their Charter. There is no ſuch Thing defign'd by 
the Bill: The Power of the Crown is not in this Reſpedto 
be in the leaſt diminiſh'd. The Miniſters of the Crown only 
are to be oblig'd to be a little watchful, and to proſecute 
within a certain Time, 1f thought at all neceſſary, after the 
Miſufage, or the Forfeituie incurr'd ; and ſurely if the Mil- 
uſage be ſuch a one as deſerves Puniſhment, or ſuch a one as 
neceſſarily requires to be rectify'd, the ſooner it is done it 
will be the better for the Publick, and conſequently far the 
Crown. If Miniſters ſhould be fo negligent as to let the 
Time to be limited elapſe without Proſecution, the Crown 
will always have a Power to puniſh them ſufficiently for 
their Negligence, by removing them from their Employ: 
ments; and therefore we can never ſuppoſe, they will be ſo 
negligent, where the Honour or Intereſt of the Crown 
really concern'd. | | 

But this is ſeldom or never. the Caſe : Theſe Miſuſages ot 
Neglects are generally with regard to ſome little Informs- 
lities or irregular Proceedings of no Conſequence either to 
the Crown or the Corporation, and would never be proſe 
cuted by Miniſters, if they had nothing elſe in View beſde 
the Intereſt of the Crown; but when they are proſecuted, Wl frf 
they ſubje& the Corporation to the Forfeiture of their Ch to 
ter, which puts them to the Expence of obtaining a nev the 
one; or they ſubject the Officer to a Forfeiture of his Of wo: 
fice, and perhaps a Penalty, or at leaft Coſts of Suit, i the 
Judgment gocs againſt him: This Danger, which o_ \ 
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all Corporations, and Officers of Corporations, are, more An, 16. Geo, II. 
or leſs, expoſed to, and which may now be kept hanging 1742. | 
over the Head of an Officer during his whole Life, if e 
continues ſo long in his Office, our Miniſters have lately 2 
begun to make a Handle of, for influencing Corporations in 
the Election of their Repreſentatives in Parliament; and as 
this is of the moſt dangerous Conſequence to our Conſtitu- 
tion, it is incumbent upon -your Lordſhips to contrive and - | 
paſs ſome new Law for preventing it. Whether this Bill, | | 
as it now ſtands, will be effectual for the Purpoſe, I ſhall | un 
not determine; but if it is not, it can be no Argument a- | 
gainſt committing it, becauſe in the Committee it may be | 
rendered effectual. Es e | { 

The threatening of Corporations with Ae Warranto's, | | 
in order to influence their Elections, is a Practice, my Lords, 
that has been ſet-on Foot by wicked Miniſters long before 
this Time; and a Caſe that was before us this very Seſſion 
may ſhew, how difficult it is for a Corporation to guard a- 
gainſt a Forfeiture of its Charter. The Report of the Se- 
cret Committee will ſhew us, how a QA Warrants came 
to be ſpirited up againſt that Corporation; and your Lord 
ſhips Judgment, as well as the Opinion of the Judges, will 
ſhew, that a Corporation may loſe its Charter, not only by 
a Miſuſer, but by a Miſinterpretation of the Words of their 
Charter. A Miſinterpretation I muſt now call it, ſince your 
Lordſhips have decreed it to be fo; but I muſt ſtill think, 
that your Lordſhips ia that Caſe ſhew'd a little too much 
Deference to the Opinion of the Judges. For my own | 
Part, when I recolle& the Behaviour of our Judges, and . | 
the Opinions they gave, in Richard the IId's Time, in 
Charles the Iſt's Time, and in James the IId's Time, I 
ſhall never think: their Opinion of any great Weight, when 
it happens to be in favour of the Crown, or of thoſe that 
recommend them to their Seats upon the Bench. The 
Meaning put by that Corporation upon the Words of their 
Charter, was firſt put by thoſe that were concerned in ob- 
taining the Charter, who were certainly the beſt Judges of 
what was intended to be meant by the Words of it; for it 
is very certain, that the Buſineſs of drawing up a Charter is 
always committed chiefly to thoſe that apply for it: They, 
with the Aſſiſtance of their own Council, are always the 
rſt Draughts-Men, and the King's Council only peruſe it, 
to ſee that there is nothing in it that may be prejudicial to 
the Crown; from whence it muſt be preſumed, that they 
were the beſt Judges of what was intended to be meant by 
the Words they had inſerted ; and -the Meaning they put 
Vo I. VIII. Part 2. B b b | upon 


— — — — — 
—— — — 


t 
? 


4 522 } | 


An. 16. Geo, II. upon them was, in my Opinion, agreeable to common Senſe 


Earl cf Bath, 


and common Reaſon. That Meaning was held to be right 
for near 130 Years; but at laſt was conteſted by thoſe who 
were reſfolv'd at any Rate to overturn that Corporation's 
Charter, becauſe at the laſt Election they refuſed to betray 
the Liberties of their Country, by . chuſing ſuch Repreſen- 
tatives as were recommended to them by the Court; and 


now, by the Opinion of the Judges, confirmed by your 


Lordſhips, that Meaning has been declared to be wrong, 
and a Meaning put upon thoſe Words, which by Accident 
may make near as many Aldermen as there are Burgeſſes in 


that Borough. I ſhall always be ready, my Lords, to ſub- 


mit to the Authority of this auguſt Aﬀembly ; but even your 
Lordſhips Authority cannot make me think that to be wrong, 
which, in common Senſe and common Reaſon, I am per- 
ſuaded to be right. 7.5 

« I hope your Lordſhips will pardon my enlarging upon 


this famous Caſe ſo lately decided; for I could not omit 


mentioning it, becauſe upon the Suppoſition that your Lord- 
ſhips were right in the Judgment you gave, which I muſt 
now ſuppoſe, it is a manifeſt Froof, that Corporations may 
be innocently led into a Forfeiture of their Charter; and 
therefore it is neither juſt nor ſafe to leave them always ex- 
poſed to the Proſecutions of Miniſters upon any ſuch Ac- 
count. If the Bill is not properly calculated for obviating 
all the Difficulties and Dangers that may be apprehended, I 
hope, we ſhall, in the Committee, have the Aſliſtanck of the 
learned Lord upon the Wool-ſack, towards making it a com- 


pleat and uſeful Bill: I hope we ſhall have the Afittance of 


ſome other Lords, who, by their former Conduct, have 
ſh-wn themſelves no Enemies to Reſtraints upon the Prero- 
gatives of the Crown, when Experience makes them appear 
to be neceſſary ; and have even ſeemed to think, that ſome 
Reſtraint were become neceſſary in the Caſe now under our 
Conſideration. By this Aſſiſtance, I hope, we thall be able 
to perfect the Bill in the Committee, and therefore I ſhall 
be for agreeing to the Motion.” 41 

Then the Earl of Bath ſpoke to the following Purport : 

My Lords, 5 

I had at firſt no Thoughts of giving your Lordſhips any 
Troub'c in this Debate, becauſe the Bill is ſo very imperſect, 
that I did not think the Queſtion would ſtand a Debate; 
but as I now find myſelf called on, I hope your Lordſhips 
will excuſe my taking up a little of your Time, in order to 


few, that this Bill is quite different from any Thing I ever 


_ thought 
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thought of or propoſed upon this Head, and that it will no An. 16. Ges. II. 
Way anſwer the End for which it is ſaid to be intended. & 1742. 
never thought, my Lords, that the Power the Crown has of = 
proſecuting Corporations, when they are guilty of great *and 
notorious Uſurpations, or-Miſuſers of their Charter, ſhould 
either be taken away or limited to any Time; for if the 
Power of Proſecution were taken away from the Crown, 
thoſe who have once got the Magiſtracy or Power of a Cor- 
poration into their Hands, might be guilty of very great | 
Oppreſſions, and if the Power of proſecuting were to be | 
limited to any Time, many Uſurpations might thereby be 
eſtabliſhed, which would in the End become very oppreſ- 
five. Uſurpations, my Lords, are often made, and conti- 
nued for a long Time, before any of the King's Officers can 
hear of them : When theſe Uſurpations are firſt made, and 
generally for ſome Years afterwards, Care is taken to make 
a very gentle Uſe of them, which prevents any Complaint ; 
and till the People of the Corporation begin- to complain, 
none of the King's Officers or Servants can ever hear of the 
Uſurpation 3 ſo that if the Time for proſecuting were limi- -- 
ted, the moſt dangerous Uſurpation, by a little Care and 
gentle Uſage at the Beginning, might be never heard of till 
the Time were expired for proſecuting, and then I do not 
ſee how it could be removed. This might occafion the 
Ruin of many of our Cities and Corporations, for it is not 
to be ſuppoſed, that a Corporation can thrive where the 
Magiſtrates are inveſted with great and oppreſſive Pow- 
ers, becauſe one or other of them will every now and 
then be making Uſe of the Power he has got into his 
Hands, to the Oppreſſion, perhaps Ruin, of ſome of the 
Members, {6 

As I always foreſaw, my Lords, that this would be the 
Conſequence of taking from the Crown, or limiting to any 
Time, its Power of proſecuting Corporations, or the Offi- 
cers of Corporations, for great or dangerous Uſurpations or 
Miſuſers, I could never think of, much leſs propoſe a Bill 
for ſuch a Purpoſe. What I thought of was a Bill for pre- 
venting Corporations ſuffering by mere Overſights, or a Ne- 
glect of tome little Formalities required by Charter or Cu- 
low, which are in themſelves of no Conſequence. Such, 
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ny many of our Corporations are ſubjected to, and may ſuffer 
d, by a Non-obſervance of. Nay, many of our Manors or 
ez Land Eflates, are ſubjected by their 'I'enure to Ceremonies 
1ps in themſelves ridiculous. I myſelf knew a Gentleman that 


to holds his Eſtate by this Tenure : As our Kings of old had 
often uſed to make a Progreſs thro* ſeveral Parts of the 
abt | | Bbbz2 Kingdom, 
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at ſuch a Corner of his Eſtate every Time the Kin 


” by, and to have under cach Arm a white Capon. This of 


itſelf is a little ridiculous; but there is ſomething till more 
ſo; What is he to do with thoſe Capons ? He is notto 
preſent them to his Majeſty : There would be ſome Senſe 
in this, becauſe in antient Times the King might, perhaps, 
have wanted a Dinner ; but, after he has thewn his Capons, 
he is, to carry them back again, and diſpoſe of then at his 


own Pleaſure. 


* There are many of our Corporations, I believe, which 
are ſubje& to, and may ſuffer by the Neglect of Formali- 
ties equally ridiculous with this, or at leaſt, ſuch as are in 
themſelves of no Conſequence whether they be obſerved or 
no ; and againſt this I ſhould be glad to ſee our Cities and 
Boroughs guarded by a proper Law, but ſurely it will not 
be ſaid, that the Bill now before us is proper for this Pur- 
poſe. My Lords, it is far from being proper even for the 
Purpoſe for which it is ſaid to be intended, which is, to put 
it out of the Power of Miniſters to keep a Proſecution hang. 
ing over a Corporation, or over the Head of any Officer of 
a Corporation, in order to influence the Election of their 
Repreſentatives in Parliament. Will the Bill be effeQual 
for this Purpoſe d Not at all, my Lords. As to the Corpo- 
ration itſelf, 'there is no Time propoſed to be limited for 
bringing a Proſecution againſt it on Account of any Forfei- 
ture incurred; ſo that a Miniſter might ſtill, notwithſtanding 
this Bill's being paſſed into a Law, keep a Proſecution hany- 
ing over a Corporation, and, conſequently, over the Head 
of every Magiſtrate and Officer belonging to it, as long as he 
Pleaſed; and if the Corporation itielf ſhould, by the Judg- 
ment of a Court, be diſſolved, I hope it will not be faid, 


that any Magiſtrate or Officer belonging to it, could be con- 


tinued in the Exerciſe of his Office. Then as to the Ma- 


giſtrates and Officers themſelves, if this Bill were paſled into 


a Law, they could not, indeed, be proſecated or removed, 
unleſs proſecuted within the Time limited; and as to thoſe 
Magiſtrates and Officers that are in for Life, this might 
have ſome Effect: But let us conſider, my Lords, that wol 
of the Magiitrates and Officers of Corporations are Choſen 
annually, and, conſequently, a Miniſter might allow an ir. 
regular Election to go on for a great Number of Year, 
and yet bring a Proſecution upon that very Account again 
„the firſt Officer or Magiſtrate that ſhould prove refraQory 
to his Commands at an EleQion. In like Manner, a Mi 
niſter might allow an Officer to be annually choſen, — 
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ſanding ſome Diſability .or want of Qualification in that 4. 16 6 It. ; | 


Officer ; and yet, whenever he pleaſed, he might bring a 


Proſecution againſt him ; becauſe ſuch Proſecution might \ 


always be brought within the Time limited after his laſt 


Election. . | 3 | 
+ Theſe few Remarks, my Lords, will ſhew, that the 


Bill, in its preſent Form, will be very far from being ef- 
ſectual, even for the End it is ſaid to be intended for ; and 
they will likewiſe, I-think, ſhew, that it will be very dif- 


ficult to draw up a Bill ſufficient for putting it out of the | 
Power of a Miniſter to gain an Influence over the Elections 


of our Cities and Boroughs, by threatning them with Pro- 
ſecutions, without taking away from the Crown the Power 
of proſecuting a Corporation, or Officer of a Corporation, 
for any Miſuſer, Neglect, Diſability, or Uſurpation what- 
ſoever; and this I am perſuaded your Lordſhips do not in- 


tend; for it would be ſetting up Imperium in Inperio, which 


would certainly breed Confuſion. Thus your Lordſhips muſt 
ſee, that this Bill is very different from any Bill I ever 
thought of, and that the contriving and right modelling a 
Bill ſufficient for obviating the Evil complained of, without 
expoſing the Nation to a new and more dangerous Evil, is 


a Taſk too difficult for us to think of accompliſhing it in a 
Committee upon this Bill. Such a Bill muſt be drawn up 


at great Leiſure, and with the moſt mature Deliberation ; 
and even after that, I ſhould be for having it printed and 
diſperſed, that People without Doors might have an Oppor- 


tunity to conſider it, before your Lordſhips gave yourſelves ' 


the Trouble of going into a Committee upon it. 

* And now, my Lords, I ſhall conclude with declaring, 
that I ſhall never be aſhamed, but on the contrary always 
ready, to alter my Opinion, when. I find good Reaſons for 


doing ſo. Humanum oft errare ; and it is the Part of a can- 


did and honeſt Man to acknowledge it, when he finds he has 
been in an Error : Nothing but Pride can prevent his ac- 


knowledging it; and a Man muſt have a very bad Heart, 


if he continues to act upon an erroneous Principle, after 
he is convinced of its being ſo. But, in the preſent” Caſe, 
from what I have ſaid, I hope, it will appear, that without 
being ſuſpected of having altered my Opinion, or of acting 
contrary to my Opinion, I may freely give my Negative to 
the committing of this Bill. 290? 
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Then the Earl of Cheſterfield ſpoke as follows: Earl of Cheſter- 


My Lords, | 
As I am ſenſible of the Danger to which our Conſtitu- 
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774% _quire over our Cities and Boroughs, I thought that ſome 
= ſach Bill as this was-abſolutely neceſſary for ſecuring our Con- 
ſtitution againſt that Danger; and, I am ſure, nothing [ 
have heard in this Debate can give me the leaſt Cauſe to al- 
ter my Opinion ; for moſt of the Arguments made uſe of 
even by ſome Lords who ſeem to be againſt the Queſtion, ap- 
pear to me to be ſtrong Arguments for referring the Bill to a 
Committee. The Neceſſity of ſome ſuch Bill as this, has 
been acknowledged by every Lord who has ſpoke in the De- 
bate : The Bill has been acknowledged to be fundamentally 
right. Are not theſe, my Lords, as ſtrong Arguments a 
can be made uſe of for our going into a Committee upon 
it ? In that Committee you may alter every Clauſe of it, 
And all this you may do' with the more Freedom, becauſe 
the Bill takes its Riſe in this Houſe, and after it has paſſed 
here, muſt go through all the Forms of the other Houſe, 
where it will probably meet with ſome Amendments, and 
will conſequently come again under your Lordſhips Conſide- 
ration, before it can be paſſed into a Law. 72 | 
I ſhall not ſay, my Lords, that we have now any Mini- 
ſter who is reſolved to fix the Chains of Slavery upon his 
Country. I ſhall not ſay, that any of your Lordſhips have 
ſuch a Deſign, or that any of you would be ſubſervient to 
a Miniſter in.the Proſecution of ſuch a one. But ſappoſe [ 
were a Miniſter, and was reſolved to overturn the Liberties 
of my Country, by getting into my Hands the abſolute Di- 
rection of our Cities and Boroughs, with regard to their 
Elections, would not I oppoſe ſuch a Bill as this? I certainly 
would; but bad Politician as I am, I wonld not be fo very 
weak as to oppoſe it directly. No, I would ingenuouſly 
acknowledge the Danger: I would acknowledge the Neceſſ- 
ty of doing e, to prevent it: I would mourn over 
the dangerous State of publick Liberty; but then I would 
take great Care to raiſe as many Objections as I could to eve- 
ry Regulation propoſed for its Defence: I would exaggerate 
every Difficulty and Inconvenience we might be expoſed to 
by ſach a Regulation; and if no real Dangers of this Kind 
could be ſuggeſted, imaginary ones would ſupply their Place. 
This, my Lords, has always been, and will always be the 
Method taken by thoſe who have Deſigns againſt our Liber- - 
ties, in order to obſtrut ſuch Regulations as might defeat 
their Deſigns ; and tho' none of your Lordthips have, I 
hope, any ſuch Deſigns, yet, from the Conduct of ſome 
Lords upon this Occaſion, I am afraid, leſt the ar 
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ſhould begin to entertain ſome unjuſt Suſpicions againſt his * 8 11 


Majeſty's Government. 


It has been ſuggeſted, my Lords, as the chief Objection — 


to this Bill, that if we make the Term for the Limitation 
of Proſecutions too long, the Bill will be of no Uſe, and if 
we make it too ſhort, it may be attended with very danger- 
ous Conſequences ; but why too long or too ſhort ? Is there 
no Medium ? Surely there 1s ; and that Medium, I hope, 
may be hit on in the Committee, where alone it can come 
under our Conſideration. | i 5 
* The Uſurpations with which the noble Lord who ſpoke 
laſt endeavoured'to frighten us, can never be ellabliſhed by 
this Bill, or by any Conſequence that can ariſe from it. An 
unqualified Magiſtrate may be choſen, or a Magiſtrate may 
be irregularly choſen, and by the Lapſe of the Term to be 
reſcribed by this Bill, may be confirmed and eftabliſhed'in 
bi Magiſtracy ; but this does not confirm or ellabliſh him 
in any oppreſſive Power he may uſurp. If in the Exerciſe of 
ſuch a Power he ſhould oppreſs, we may depend on it, that a 
Proſecution would be very ſoon brought againſt him by thoſe 
that found themſelves oppreſſed : But ſuppoſe it ſhould not, 
this Bill does not ſay, that an unlawful or oppreſſive Act of 
a Magiſtrate or Officer ſhall not- be queſtioned or avoided ; 
it only ſays, that the Acts of an Officer irregularly choſen 
or admitted, ſhall not be queſtioned or avoided, unleſs profe- 
cuted within ſuch a Time; ſo that no Uſurpation, nor any 
AR done in conſequence of an uſurped Power, (I mean ſuch 
a Power as would not have belonged to him, ſuppoſing he had 
been regularly choſen) can by this Bill be eſtabliſhed, nor is 


the Time for proſecuting ſuch Acts of Oppreſſion to be li- 


mited. | | | 
© If the noble Lord will conſider this Bill with a little 


more Attention, he will find it to be juſt ſuch a Bill as he 
wiſhes for, according to his own Deſcription. It is calculated 


merely for preventing Corporations from ſuffering by the 


Neglect or Non-obſervance of inſignificant Formalities, and 
not for preventing, or limiting the Time for their being 
proſecuted for great Crimes or dangerous Miſuſers of their 
Charter; becauſe for ſuch Tranſgreſſions a Proſecution may, 
rotwithſtanding any Thing contained in this Bill, be ſtill 
brought at any Time againſt the Corporation itſelf, and a 
Forfeiture of their Charter may, perhaps, be the Conſe- 
quence, | 5 

* The Proſecutions that are to be limited by this Bill, are 
thoſe in which a Forfeiture of the Charter is no Part, but a 


Conſequence of the Judgment, When a Magiſtrate or Off- 
| "= + 
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infignificant Formality preſcribed by the Charter has tot 


been duly obſerved, or when the Words of the Charter have 


been miſtaken, tho' that Miſtake may have been continued 
and' repeated for many Years ; yet, as the Law now ſtands, 
a Miniſter may, whenever he will, cauſe a Au Warrany, 
or an Information in the Nature of a 2uo Warrants, to be 
brought againſt that Magiſtrate, or thoſe Magiſtrates, and 
by the Judgment of the Court, after their having been put to 
a great Trouble and Expence, they may probably be not 
only ouſted from their Office, but ſubjected to a Fine or Pe. 
nalty. The Forfeiture of the Corporation's Charter is no 
Part of the Judgment, but it is a Conſequence ; for the Cor- 
ration cannot then proceed to a new Election of Magiſtrates 
in the Terms, or upon the Authority of their old Charter, 
and muſt therefore have a new one, which the Crown may, 
if it pleaſes, refuſe to grant. Such Proſecutions as theſe, 
the Magiſtrates and Officers of our Corporations often 
become liable to, and it is with Reſpect to theſe only 
that ſome Sort of Proviſion is to be made by this Bill. If 
ſach Proſecutions as theſe had been entirely aboliſhed, I do 
not think it could have been attended with any bad Corſe- 
quences to the Public; but I now ſee it would have been 
violently oppoſed. This the noble Lord who brought in the 
Bill foreſaw, and therefore he drew it up in ſuch modeſt 
Terms, that I am ſurpriſed to ſee it meet with Oppoſition, 
eſpecially from thoſe Lords who, at the ſame Time, declare 
their being for guarding our Cities and Boroughs againſt 
the Danger of ſuffering by the Neglect of inſignificant For- 
malities. | 80 
© As to the Difference obſerved by the noble Lord who 
ſpoke laſt, between Magiſtrates or Officers for Life, and 
thoſe that are choſen annually, I ſhall grant, that it ought to 
be attended to, and provided for by ſome different Regulati- 
on in the Bill, as to the Time in which the Proſecution 1s 
to be brought; but nothing is more eaſy than to do this in 
the Committee; and, indeed, it is there only we can pro- 
perly take this Difference into Conſideration. For this Rea- 
ſon I ſhall not now propoſe any Time for proſecuting either 
the one or the other ; but different Times ought certainly 
to be limited : We may admit of a'pretty long Time for 
proſecating thoſe Officers that are choſen or admitted for 
Life, whereas the Time for proſecuting Magiſtrates or Offi- 
cers choſen annually, ought, in my Opinion, to be confined 
to a very few Weeks after their Election; and when we 
came into the Committee, we may, I think, very eaſily 
; | con · 
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contrive and add a Clauſe for preventing the Corporation's An. 16. Geo. II. 


being, by the Judgment, brought under the Neceſſity of 
having a new Charter, or any new Authority from the 
Crown, for ſupplying the Place of the Magiſtrate fo ouſted 
from his Office ; and we may add a few Words for prevent- 


ing ſuch a Magiſtrate's being made liable to any Fine, when 


the Irregularity appears to proceed from a mere Neglect or 
Miſtake in the Manner of his Election or Admiſſion. 

. * This, my Lords, would prevent any Corporation, or 
Officer of a Corporation's being expoſed to ſuffer greatly by 
a Neglect, or Non obſervance of ſome of the Formalities 
preſcribed by its Charter ; and as very few of our Corpora- 


tions become liable to Proſecutions upon any other Account, 


this would be ſufficient for putting an End to that Miniſterial 
Influence over our Cities and Boroughs, which we have at 
preſent ſo much Reaſon to dread the Conſequences of. It is 
therefore evident, that in the Committee we may, with 
great Eaſe, make this ſuch a Bill as will anſwer the End 
propoſed ; and conſequently, if this Bill be rejected, without 
ſo much as trying what we can do in a Committee, it will 
be concluded by the People without Doors, that a Majority 
of this Houſe is againſt paſſing any Bill for ſecuring our Con- 
ſtitution againſt that Danger, which a late famous Report 
has made manifeſt to the whole Nation, and which has been 
acknowledged by every Lord that has ſpoke in this Debate. 

A noble Lord was pleaſed to call our Corporations the 
Creatures of the Crown. Too many of them, my Lords, 
areſo: I am for making them leſs ſo, and am, therefore, 
for having this Bill paſſed into a Law ; for whatever bad 
Conſequences it may be attended with, I am ſure, they can- 
not be ſo bad as the Conſequences of our neglecting or de- 


laying to make any Regulation for guarding againſt, or re- _ 


moving the Danger to which we are at preſent expoſed. Ma- 
ny of our Boroughs are now ſo much the Creatures of the 


Crown, that they are generally called Court Boroughs ; and 


very properly they are called ſo ; for our Miniſters, for the 


Time being, have always the Nomination of their Repreſen - 


tatives, and make ſuch an arbitrary Uſe of it, that they of- 
ten order them to chuſe Gentlemen they never ſaw, nor 
heard of, perhaps, till they ſaw his Name on the. Miniſter's 
Order for chuſing him as their Repreſentative. This Order 
they always punctually obey, and would, I believe, obey it, 
were the Perſon named in it the Miniſter's Footman, then 
actually wearing his Livery; for they have, we know, cho- 
ſen Men who had but lately thrown the Livery off their 
Backs, but never could throw it off of their Minds. x 

_ 
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An. 16. Geo. IT, It has been faid, my Lords, that no Attemptl bave been 


lately made upon the Freedom of our Corporations : Tig 
true, no ſuch violent Attempts have been lately made a 
were made in former Reigns ; but even lately, and but very 
lately too, the Freedom of our Corporations has been nibhled 
at, and that Nibbling has been made ſo manifeſt by the 
Report I have mentioned, that I am ſurpriſed to hear the 
contrary aſſerted by any Lord in this Houfe, I muſt ſuppoſe 
that ſuch Lords have never read that Report, and muſt 


therefore recommend to their ſerious Peruſal; for they will 


there ſee, not only that Corporations have been proſecuted at 
the Expence of the Crown, for the Neglect of infignificant 
Formalities, but that the Cauſe of the Proſecution's being 
brought, was expreſly their refuſing to chuſe ſuch Repreſen- 
tatives as the Miniſter directed. 25 „ 

Was not this an Attempt againſt the Freedom of our 
Corporations? My Lords, it was an Attempt not only againſt 
the Freedom of that Corporation, but againſt the Freedom 
of all our Corporations; becauſe the Magiſtrates of every 


Corporation in the Kingdom will, from thence, ſee the 


Conſequence of their being diſobedient to the Commands of 
a Miniſter ; and this Example muſt neceſſarily have 
a moſt fatal Effect, if we do not, by ſome new Law, 
remove or leſſen the Dread of being expoſed to the ſame 
Conſequence. But ſuppoſe we had no ſuch manifeſt Proof: 
Suppoſe no ſuch terrifying Example had lately been, made, 
from the very Nature of the Thing we mutt be convinced, 
that ſuch Attempts may be made. They have been made by 
all Miniſters in Time paſt : They will be made by all Mini- 
ſters in Time to come. It is natural for a Miniſter to wiſh 
to have his Friend choſen to repreſent any City or Borough, 


rather than one he ſuſpects to be his Enemy: It is natural 


for him to make uſe of every Method he can ſafely practiſe 
in Favour of his Friend's Election: Whilſt a Corporation, 


or the Magittrates of a Corporation, are under Apprehen- 


ſions of being proſecuted, it is natural for them to be ſway d 
by thoſe Fears. There is no Way of preventing this Prac · 
tice but by freeing our Corporations from every ſuch Ap- 
prehenſion ; and as this will, in a great Meaſure, be the Ef. 
fect of the Bill now before us, after it has been properly 
amended in the Committee, I hope, your Lordſhips · will a- 
gree to the Queſtion, : 


The Earl of Hay then ſtood up and ſpoke as follows: 


My Lords, 


Whether or no the Bill now before us be funda mentally 
i right, 
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right, ſeems to me to be a Queſtion of very little Importance An. 16. Geo. II, 
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in the preſent Debate. The Bill may be fundamentally 
right, and yet the Superſtructure may be ſuch a one as ought 


not to be ſupported, and ſuch a one as cannot be amended. 


Aſter a Bill is read the ſecond Time in this Houſe, we are 
then to conſider whether it be ſuch a Bill as, with the A- 
mendments uſually made in a Committee, may be proper to 
be paſs'd into a Law : If it appears to be ſuch a Bill as can- 
not be fully amended in the Committee, without altering its 
Nature, and making it in a great Meaſure a new Bill, we 
ought not to ſend it to a Committee, - becauſe every Bill, by 
our Forms of Proceeding, ought to be twice read and conſi- 
dered in the Houſe before its being committed ; which, I am 
ſure, can never be ſaid of a Bill ſo moulded in the Commit- 
tee as to make it quite a new one. If what has been ſaid by 
the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt ſhould be admitted, no Bill 
could ever be thrown out upon the ſecond Reading; for if 
ve were to allow ourſelves the Liberty of altering, amend- 
ing, and adding whatever we pleas'd in the Committee, what 


Pretence could we have for throwing out any Bill upon the 


ſecond Reading ? We could then have no Reaſon for throw- 
ing it out, but that which ought to have made us throw it 


out upon the firſt ; IJ mean, that of its being unworthy of 


the leaſt Countenance from this Houſe. | 

For this Reaſon, my Lords, if I underſtand any thing 
of the Forms of this Houſe, it has always been a Rule not 
to commit any Bill, if upon the ſecond Reading it appears, 
that ſuch Alterations and Additions muſt be made as will en- 
tirely alter the Nature of the Bill; and our ſtrict Obſervance 
of this Rule, is, in my Opinion, abſolutely neceſſary, not 
only to prevent our being ourſelves ſurpriſed into any dange- 
rous or hurtful Regulation, but alſo to prevent any Surpriſe 
upon People without Doors. When a Bill is regularly 
brought into this Houſe, and read a firſt Time, the People 
without Doors hear of it, and if any one thinks himſelf con- 
cern'd, he gets a Copy of it. Upon Peruſal, if he thinks he 
may be injur'd by any Clauſe in the Bill, he petitions to be 
heard againſt it, and your Lordſhips generally order the Peti- 
tioners to be heard upon the ſecond Reading; but if new 


Clauſes ſhould be added in the Committee, and ſuch as have 


little or no Relation to the Bill, I ſhould be glad to know 


how any Perſon without Doors could have an Opportunity 
of petitioning, or of ſhewing that ſuch Clauſes would be ve- 


Ty injurious to him, without being any Way beneficial to 
tne Publick. Nay, many of your Lordſhips might be ſur- 
pred, and might ſee Clauſes paſs'd iato a Law, which you 

ha 
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this Method of Proceeding would be of more dangerous Con- 
ſequence to our Liberties, which have been made ſuch a 
Handle of in this Debate, than any thing that can enſue 


from our not paſſing this Bill. 


The proper Queſtion now before us, is not, therefore, 
whether any ſuch Bill as this be neceſſary, or whether the 
Bill now before us be fundamentally right, but whether we 
can amend or alter it in the Committee, ſo as to make ita 
Bill fit for being paſs'd into a Law, without breaking thro' 
a Rule in our Method of Proceeding, which has been moſt 
conſtantly obſerv'd, and which, I think, we ought never ta 
depart from, unleſs it be in a Caſe of immediate and great 
Danger, which is far from being the Caſe with regard to 
this Bill, This, my Lords, is the proper Queſtion now be- 
fore us, and this muſt, in my Opinion, be anſwer'd in the 
Negative, even by the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt ; for the 
Clauſes he has propoſed to be added in the Committee, and 
which muſt be added, if it be intended to make the Bill ſuf- 
ficient for preventing the Danger ſuggeſted, are, ſuch as 
would entirely alter the Nature of the Bill, and conſequently 
ſuch as cannot be added in the Committee, conſiſtently with 
the Rule I have mention'd. 

© I hope your Lordſhips will conſider, that as the Gentle- 
men of the other Houſe are more particularly the Guardians 
of the Liberties of the People, ſo your Lordſhips are more 
particularly the Guardians of the Prerogatives of the Crown; 
and as this Bill is certainly an Abridgment of the Prerogatives 
of the Crown, it would have been more proper to have had 
it take its Riſe in the other Houſe. However, fince it has 
been brought in here, I hope, you will give the Crown all 
the Indulgence which a private Man. ought to have, with 
regard to any Bill he thinks may affect any Property or Pri- 
vilege he is poſſeſt of, The Crown is not, I know, to ap- 
pear by Petition or Meſſage againſt any Bill depending in 
this Houſe, becauſe the King may refuſe his Aſſent, and 
thereby prevent the Bill's being paſs'd into a Law; but 
when thoſe who have the Honour to ſerve the Crown find a 
Bill brought into this Houſe, which, they think, the King 
ovpht not to give his Aſſent to, it is certainly their Duty to 
oppoſe the Bill in its Progreſs, and to endeavour to have it 


rejected by the Houſe, in order to prevent their Sovereign“ 


being ſubjected to the invidious Task of refuſing it the Roy- 
al Aſſent. This is their Duty, and therefore, in Juſtice to 


the Crown, or to thoſe who ſerve the Crown, we ought to 


ive them as much Time as a private Man ought to have, to 


conſider how the Crown my be affected by * _ . 
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« Would this, my Lords, be the Caſe, if we were to add An, 16. Geo. II. 


{uch Clauſes in the Committee as have been hinted in this 
Debate ? The Bill, even according to its preſent Plan, will 
very much abridge the Prerogatives of the Crown. That 
Abridgment the Crown may be advis'd to conſent to, for the 
Sake of quieting thoſe Jealoufies that have been induſtriouſly 
raiſed among the People; but if yon are to abridge thoſe 
Prerogatives further, which ſeems to be intended by ſome 
Lords who have ſpoke in this Debate, it ought certainly to 
be done by a new Bill, that the Crown may have at leaſt the 
uſual Time to conſider, whether it be proper to conſent to 


that further Abridgment. Therefore, if it be neceſſary to 


add any new Clauſes, or to make any Amendments, by 
which the Power of the Crown is to be further limited than 
was at firit propoſed, you cannot in Juſtice do it in the Com- 
mittee : The only proper Method you can take, is to drop 
this Bill, in order that a new Bill may be drawn up, and 
brought in, either this Seſſion or the Beginning of the next; 


and when I ſee ſuch a Bill, I ſhall then conſider, whether I 


ought to agree to it or not. 

But, my Lords, as the Neceſſity of our having ſome ſuch 
Bill paſſed into a Law, has been very much urg'd in this 
Debate; as this Neceſſity has been ſaid to have been acknow- 
jedg'd by every Lord who has ſpoke in the Debate, I muſt 
take this Opportunity to declare, that I am very far from 
being convinc'd of our being under any ſuch Neceſſity. I 
do not think, the Crown has as yet ſuch an Influence over 
our Cities and Boroughs as can be of any dangerous Conſe- 
quence to our Conſtitution ; nor do I think that a Miniſter 
can with any Safety endeavour to acquire ſuch an Influence. 
A Miniſter may have a perſonal or a Family Intereſt in two 
or three Boroughs; He cannot by himfelf alone repreſent 
them all; and to the Borough where he does not ſtand him- 
ſelf, it is very natural for him to recommend a Friend. 
That Friend may, perhaps, be a Gentleman never before 
known in the Borough ; but this is not peculiar to Miniſters, 
for we often find ſuch Gentlemen choſen by Boroughs upon 
the Recommendation of thoſe who are known to be violent 


Enemies to the Miniſter. I therefore do not well know 


what is meant by Court Boroughs. All Boroughs are fo, I 
believe, and all Cities and Counties as well as Boroughs : 
The only Difference is, that ſome Boroughs have their 
Friends in Court, and others want to have their Friends in 
Court. This, my Lords, has alwaays been the chief 
Ground of the Diſpute ; and moſt People are apt to think, 


or at leaſt they pretend to ſay, the Country is in Danger, 


when 
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| An. 16. Geo. Il. when their Friends happen to be out of Court. The Cry of 


the Church being in Danger was formerly made the ſame 


YRS Uſe of ; and when I was young and attended this Houſe be- 
hind the Throne, I remember to have heard it obſerv'd, az 


I thought very juſtly, by the Anceſtor of a noble Lord 1 
have in my Eye, that the only Reaſon he could think of for 
ſaying that the Church was in Danger, was becauſe the Earl 
of Rocheſter was out of Court. | ; 

If a Borough, therefore, chuſes a Courtier, it is not 
becauſe it is more a Court Borough than any other Borough, 


but becauſe its Friends happen at that time to be in Court; 


in like Manner, when a Borough chuſes ſuch as are againſt 
the Court, it is not becauſe it is more a Country Borough 
than any other,. but becauſe its Friends happen then to be 
out of Court; and the Choice made by the former may as 
little proceed from any undue Influence as the Choice made 
by the latter. But every Borough that chuſes a Courtier or 
a Friend to the Miniſter, muſt, it ſeems, be a Creature of 
the Crown, in the Senſe put upon the Words by the noble 
Lord who ſpoke laſt, in which I muſt ſay, he made a very 


bad Uſe, to call it by no worſe a Name, of an Expreſſion 
that had dropt from a noble Lord in this Debate. The no- 


ble Lord happen'd to ſay, that all Corporations were the 
Creatures of the Crown, and when he made uſe of the Ex- 
preſſion, I believe, every one of your Lordſhips underſtood 
what he meant : He certainly meant nd more than that all 


| Corporations were created by the Crown, which is true; but 


the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt gave it a Turn, as if he had 
meant, that all Corporations are the Slaves of the Crown, 
and ready to receive Directions from the Miniſters of the 
Crown, which is as far from being true as it is far from be- 
ing what he meant; for, with regard to the Election of their 
Repreſentatives, I know of no Way by which a Miniſter can 
compel any one of them to chuſe the Candidates he recom- 
mends : I am ſure, that of threatning a Borough with a Qn 
Warranto would be very far from being effectual, and it 
would be very dangerous, for any Miniſter to make uſe of 
ſuch a Method; conſequently I cannot as yet ſee the Necel- 
fity of our paſſing any ſuch Bill as the preſent, and if I did, 


I ſhould be for dropping this Bill, which, I think, cannot 


be ſo amended as to be ot any Uſe, in order to have a Bill 
brought in that might be of ſome Service. 

But whatever ſome noble Lords may ſay about pro- 
viding for the Security of our Conſtitution againſt every poſ- 
ſible Danger, it has never been the Cuſtom in this Country 


to introduce new Regulations, or to make Alterations i 
that 
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that Form of Government under which our Anceſtors lived An. 16. Geo. II. 


happily, and tranſmitted their Liberties ſafe to us: I ſay it 
has never been the Cuſtom, but when ſome Evil has been 
really felt, or ſome Attack actually made; and, I hope, this 
Cuſtom will be always obſerved ; for if we ſhould reſolve 
to provide againſt every Evil, we could never be a Seſſion 
without making ſome material Alteration in our.Form of 
Government. What the noble Lord meant by nibbling at 
the Freedom of our Corporations, I do not know; but it 
does not appear to me, that any real Attack has been lately 
made upon their Freedom by our Miniſters When the 
Members of a Corporation fall out among themſelves, as 
they often do about their Elections, the unſucceſsful Caudi- 
dates will, very probably, bring Informations in the Nature 
of a Quo Warranto againſt the Magiſtrates choſen, if they 


think there is any Flaw in their Election or Admiſſion ; and 


if theſe Informers employ any of the Crown Lawyers, a 
Miniſter cannot help it; for he cannot prevent thoſe Law- 
yers undertaking the Buſineſs of private Men in Cafes where 
the Crown has no Concern. 'This cannot therefore be con- 
ſtrued as an Attack upon the Freedom of our Corporations, 
and this is all that has been pretended to be proved ; for 
there is not the leaſt Proof, that ever any Miniſter gave Or- 
ders for the Proſecution, or ſupported it either at his own 
or the publick Expence, and much leſs that he did fo, in 
order to puniſh any Corporation for refuſing to obey his 


Ciders, with regard to the Election of its Repreſentatives 


in Parliament. I cannot therefore ſuppoſe, that any Attack 


| has been lately made upon the Freedom of our Corpora- 


tions ; and if any Lord thinks there has, why does not he 
move for a Day to inquire into it, in order to have the 
Guilty puniſhed, which would be as effectual againſt the 
Praftice in Time to come as any Law you can make ? 


Then the Queſtion being put, that the ſaid Bill be com- Th, Bill for far- 
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mitted; it was reſolved in the Negative. Contents 24. ther quieting 


It was alſo ordered, That the Lords preſent this Day be 
appointed a Committee to conſider of proper Heads for a 
Bill for the further quieting and eſtabliſhing Corporations, 


March 14. The Lords read a third Time and paſs'd the ge,oa1 Bills 
Annuity and Lottery Bill. Read a ſecond Time and com- paſs'd. 


mitted the Bill to impower Juſtices of the Peace to act in 
certain Caſes relating to Pariſh Affairs. Allo a Bill to reſtore 
3 the. 


Not Contents 63. | | Corporations re- 
And it was ordered to be rejected. Jected, 


: 
28 | 


, | RD ( 536 ) EU: 
„An. 16. Geo. II. the Duke of Buccleigh to the Honours and Titles of E Ml 
1742. of Doncaſter and Baron Scot of Tindal, and prdered it to be 
| — ingroſs'd. Read a firſt Time the Bill to 'indemnify Perſons 
who have omitted taking the Oaths. To OR 
March 16. The Lords read a third Time, and paſſed the 
Bill for re{-oring the Duke of Buccleugbh to the Title of Earl 
of Doncaſter, and Baron Scot of Tindal. In a Grand Com- 
mittee, went thro' the Bill for Relief of Inſolvent Debtors, 
with Amendments. Read a firſt Time the Bill for rectifying 
Miſtakes in the Names of the Commiſſioners of the Land 
Tax, and for adding other Names thereto. Read a ſecond 
Time the Bill to indemnify Perſons who have omitted to 
qualify themſelves. 7 . 
March 17. The Lords read a third Time, and paſſed 
the Bill to impower Juſtices to act in certain Caſes, relating 
to Pariſhes and Places to the Rates and Taxes, of which 
they are rated and chargeable. Read à ſecond Time the Bill 
for rectifying Miſtakes in the Land Tax Act, and committed 
the ſame. Agreed to the Report of the inſolvent Deb- 
tors Bill. Deferred going into a Committee on the Bill | 
touching the Elections of Knights of che Shire, to Wedw/- 
day. Then Lord Romney reported from the Committee 
Heads of a Bill for quieting Corporations, to the following 


Effect. | 


Heads ot a new © That a reaſonable Period of Time be fixed, after the 
Bill for quieting © Expiration of which the Rights, Franchiſes and Liberties 
Corporations. * of any City, Corporation, Borough. in England or Wale, 
© or of any Members of any ſuch City, Corporation, &c. 
© or of any Perſon exerciſing any ſuch Office or Franchiſe 
© ſhall not be called in Queſtion, by Informations in Nature 
of a Aue Warranto, Writs of Mandamus, or other Pro- 
«* ceedings, for any Informality, Irregularity, or Defeft in 
© the Nomination, Election, Admiſſion, or Swearing of the 
* Mayor, Bailiffs, or Freemen, or of any other Officer or 
Member (by what Name ſoever called) of any ſuch City, 
Corporation, &c. who now are, or at any Time here- 
after, ſhall be in the actual Poſſeſſion or Exerciſe of any 
. 
6 


ſuch Office or Franchiſe, nor of any Forfeiture or Diſabi- 
lity ariſing from any ſuch Informality, Irregularity or De- 
fe, unleſs ſuch Informality, Irregularity or DefeR, or 
ſuch Forfeiture, or Diſability ſhail be taken Advantage 
of by ſome Proſecution commenced for that Purpoſe with- 
in a certain Time after the Commencement of the Bill. 
And as to any ſuch Officer or Member as hereafter ſhall 
be within a certain Number of Years to be limited in the 


Bill, ſhall have been admitted into, or ſhall have been 5 
; or w_ 
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ted and till depending. 


3 117 8 3 
« the actual Poſſeſſion or Exerciſe of any ſuch Office or 


« Franchiſe as aforeſaid ; every ſuch Proſecution to be car- 


© ried on with Effect, and due Diligence, and in Caſe of 
affected or unneteſlary Delay on the Part of the Proſe- 
, cutor to be diſmiſſed with full Coſts. ; 
Such Bill to contain proper Proviſo's to prevent its in- 
* validating any Judgment already given, or any Charter 
already granted and accepted, or any Suit already inſtitu- 


1 


An, 16. Geo. II. 


1743s 


* — — 


This Report being read by the Clerk, it was mov'd, That Debate on a 


the Judges be directed to prepare, and bring in a Bill ac- 
cordingly ß: 5 5 | 


Hereupon the Earl of Cholmondeley ſtood up, and ſpoke in 
Subſtance as follows: * 
My Lords, © 


Motion for an 
Order to the 


udges to bring 


in a new Bill 
thereupon) 


A Bill for the Purpoſes which are now under our Confi- E. of 3 
deration, a Bill by which all Corporations might be ſet free deley. 


from the Influence of Terror, would be of great Advantage 
to the Kingdom; but it appears to me from the ill Succeſs 
of this repeated Attempt, that the Security propoſed by it is 


not to be obtained, but at the Expence of greater Evils, and 
that we muſt transfer our Attention to ſome other Defigns - 


which may be practicable, though of leſs Importance. 
* The Heads which are now offered by the Committee as 
the Foundation of a Bill, differ, I think, in nothing, or no- 


thing of Importance, from that Bill, which was a few Days 
ago rejected; and therefore it will be, in my Opinion, of no 
Uſe to form them into another Bill, which as it can differ 


only inWords from the former, muſt, after it is drawn up, be 
rejected in the ſame manner. | 9 


Then Lord Talbot anſwered to the following Effect: 
My Lords | | : | 


« As the Uſefulneſs and even the Neceſſity of a Bill, by Lord Talbot. 


which the Conſequences of our late Determination may be 
obviated, by which the Independence of Corporations may 
be ſecured, and the Peace of the Nation be eſtabliſhed, has 
been univerſally allowed, I cannot think that we ſhall per- 
form our Duty to our Country, or conſult our own Honour, 
by ſuffering ourſelves to be ſo ſoon diſcouraged from ſo bene- 
cial a Deſign. | . 

* That ſuch a Bil), as may promote thoſe great Ends with - 
out equivalent Diſadvantages is difficult, may be admitted; 
but it does not yet appear that it is impoſſible, And no Ob- 

Vor. VIII. Part 2. „„ ſtacles 
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An. 16; Ceo, 11, ſtacles that can be ſurmounted, * to hinder us from pur- 
u 5 ; 


1743. 


ſuing ſo important, ſo beneficent a Purpoſ  _ 
 * Had our Anceſtors, my Lords, been diſcouraged by 
Difficulties, our Laws had never been advanced to ſuch a 


Degree of Excellence, nor our Conſtitution raiſed ſo near to 


Perfection. 3 i . 
It is not to be ſuppoſed, my Lords, that a Bill of this 
comprehenſive Kind can be perfect in the firſt Draught, or 
that it will not require innumerable Touches, A 
and proviſional Clauſes : But though the Undertaking is un- 
doubtedly laborious, it is not unſurmountable, and there- 
fore the publick Good ought to animate us againſt the Fa- 
tigue of it. Let every Lord attend to the Affair with Dili- 
gence and Sincerity, and offer what ſhall occur to him, and 
the Bill will in Time be completed. Ct 

© Even the Heads now before us afford, in my Opinion, 
Materials for a Bill which, though not perfect, may yet be 
beneficial. For ſurely any Thing is rather to be choſen than 
Servitude and Dependence ; and what can be expected from 
the Corporations of this Kingdom, but a blind Submiſſion to 
the Agents of miniſterial Corruption, when they find them- 
ſelves in Danger of forfeiting their Privileges by Inadverten- 
cy or by Ignorance ; when they know that Snares are 
thrown in cheir Way, which they cannot avoid but by tak- 
ing the Miniſter for their Guide, and that they can only be 
ſate from Proſecutions within the Shelter of the Court. 

It is at leaſt, my Lords, to the laſt Degree ignominious 
to deſiſt from a Deſign, upon the Suppoſition of Difficulties, 
which perhaps may not be found ; and therefore we: ought 
at leaſt to direct that the Judges, of whole Experience and 
Sagacity ſo much has lately been ſaid, ſhould prepare a Bill 
which it will be only proper to reject, when we find that it 


cannot be amended. 


Which alſo paſ- The Queſtion being put thereupon, it was reſolyed in the 


ſes in the N- 


tive, 


82- Negative. Content 23. Not Content 34. 


March 21. The Earl of Straford took his Seat in the 
Houſe. 2 | 


March 23. The Duke of Buccleugh took the Oaths and 


Eis Seat in the Houſe of Peers as Earl of Doncaſter. | 
March 25. The Lords paſſed the Bill for reQifying Mif- 
takes in the Names of the Commiſſioners of the Land-1ax. 
Alſo a Bill for allowing a further Time for the Inrolment 
of Deeds and Writs made by Papilſts. | 
March 30. The Lords cad a firſt Time a Bill to — 
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ä | 2 
tinue ſeveral Laws that are near expiring. Read a ſecond An. 16. Geo. II. 


Time a Bill to continue an Act of the 5th of King George II. 
to prevent the committing of Frauds by Bankrupts, and re- 
ported it without Amendment. Reported the Bill for pu- 


niſhing Rogues and Vagabonds, I ſeveral Amend- » 


ments. 
March 31. The Lords read a ſecond by the Sinking 


Fund Bill; alſo a Bill for allowing Carts to be drawn with 
four Horſes 3 alſo the Bill for continuing ſeveral Laws. 
Paſs'd the Vagabond Bill, with Amendments. | 

April 2. Dr Herrmg, Biſhop of Bangor, and Dean of 


Rechefter, kiſs d the King's Hand, upon his being appoin- 
ted Archbiſhop of 79r4, and Primate 9 England, in the Preferments. 


Room of Dr Lancelot Blackburn deceas d. His Lordſhip was 
ſucceeded in the See of Bangor by Dy one of his 
Majeſty's Chaplains, and Prebendary of Weſtminſter. 

April 12. Ihe Lords in a Grand Committee, went thro? 
the Bill for granting One Million out of the Sinking Fund: 
And likewiſe the Bill for continuing ſeveral expiring Laws: 
Alſo the Bill for allowing Carts to be drawn with four Hor- 


ſes, and they were reported without Amendment. Read a 


third Time and paſs'd the Bi!l to continue an AR of the 5th 
of King George II. to prevent the committing of Frauds by 
Bankrupts. Deferr'd going into a Committee on the Bill 
to prevent the Importation of Gold and Silver Lace manu- 
factur'd in foreign Parts, till Friday. | | 

April 13. The Lords read a third Time and paſs'd the 
Bill for raiſing One Million out of the Sinking Fund. Like- 
wiſe the Bill for continuing ſeveral expiring Laws. Alſo 
the Bill for allowing Carts co be drawn with four Horſes; 
and Notice was ſent thereof to the Commons. 

April 15. The Lord Viſcount Lymington, newly created 
Earl of Portſmouth, took the Oaths and his Seat in the 
Houſe of Peers. | 

The Lords ordered that the Reaſons offer'd by the Com- 
mons at a Conference, relating to the Amendments made 
to the Vagabond Bill, be conſider'd on the Monday ſe'ennight. 
In a Grand Committee upon the Bill, touching the Election 
of Knights of the Shires for England, and to reſtrain the 
Partiality of Returning Officers, went thro' it, with ſeveral 
Amendments. Deferred going into a Committee upon the 
Bill for prohibiting the Importation and Wear of Gold 
and Silver Thread, Lace, Wire, &c. manufactur'd in fo- 
reign Parts, till that Day Fortnight. In a Committee, 
went thro' the Bill to indemnify Perſons, who have omit- 
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es, &c. and reported it without A. 


April 18. The Lords read a Third Time, and paſled the 


Bill to indemnify Perſons who. have omitted taking the 
Oaths. Deferred the further Conſideration of the Bill 
touching the Elections of Knights of the Shire for a Fort- 
night; by which Delay the ſaid Bill was for this Time loſt: 


For on the 21ſt the King came to the Houſe, and put an 


End to the Seſſion, with the following Speech: 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, | 
HE Zeal, Prudence, and Diſpatch, with which 
you have carried on the Publick Buſineſs, during 

the Courſe of this Seſſion, give me the greateſt Satisfac- 
tion. 

« That this Nation, and the Common Cauſe, may reap 
the moit beneficial Fruits of your vigorous Reſolutions, 
I have, at the Requiſition of the Queen of Hungary, or- 
dered my Army, in Conjunction with the Auftriar 
Troops, to paſs the Rhine, as Auxiliaries to Her Hunga- 
rian Majeſty, and for Her Support and Aſſiſtance, and 
to oppoſe any dangerous Meaſures, that might affect the 
Balance and Liberties of Europe, or hinder the Re. eſta- 
bliſhment of the Publick Tranquility, upon juſt and ſo- 
lid Foundations. I have continued a ftrong Squadron in 
the Mediterranean, and another in the Veſ-Indies, in 
order to carry on the great Work of diſtreſſing our Ene- 
mies, the Spaniards, and reducing them to ſafe and ho- 
nourable Terms of Peace, as well as of maintaining the 
Rights of Navigation and Commerce, belonging to my 
Subjects: And from the former of theſe Squadrons, my 
Allies in Lady have found, and flill continue to receive, 
a moſt uſeful and advantageous Support. | 


Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 
I return you my Thanks for the ample Supplies, which 
you have granted for the Service of the current Year, 
and which you may be aſſured, ſhall be applied to thoſe 
great Ends, for which they were given. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, ; 
«© ] have a firm Confidence in your Good Affections; 
and it is the fixed Purpoſe of my Heart, to promote the 
true Intereſt, and Happineſs, of my Kingdoms. In re- 
turn for this, I expect, on your Part, that you will exert 


your beſt Endeavours, in your reſpective Stations, to 
| « ger 
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( 54r ) | 
der my Government eaſy, and to preſerve the Peace and An. 26. Geo, II. 
« Quiet of the Nation. | 1743. 


Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majeſty's Command, 
prorogued the Parliament to the 7th of June. And on the 
28th of April the King, accompanied by the Duke of Cum- 
berland, and divers Perſons of Diſtinction, embark'd for 
Germany. | | 3 
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Not only all ſuch Speeches as have already appear'd in Print, but g 
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Numbers Pro and Con upon every Diviſion, compar'd with the 


—— of the Houſe and illuſtrated with Hiſtorical Notes. 
R - 
Sold by all Bookſellers i in Town and Country, 


Where may be bad, 


a The Hiſtory of the Hovs E or Commons from the Reſtoration 
in 1660, to the Death of Queen Anne, in Five Vols. 

II. — From the Acceſſion of King George the Firſt to the Year 
1734, in Three Vols, : 

III. From 1734 to 1747, in Four Vols. 

IV. The Hiſtory of the Firſt Seſſion of the preſent Parliament in 
Mg Volume. #5 

v. The Hiſtory and Proceedings of the Hovsz oy Lozps from 

the Reſtoration to 1741, in Seven Volumes. 

VI. The Hiſtory of the Houſe of Lords during the Firſt and Second 
Seſſion of the preſent Parliament, in One Volume. 


ck pets Gentlemen may have. any of the above Parts a this 
Work ſeperate, to complete their Sets. 
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